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Introduction

During the fall semester of 2021, Gallaudet University Field 
Methods course documented the experiences of the ASL 
communities in the time of COVID-19, or “O5S5”. O5S5 is 
derived from the handshapes used in ASL variants of 
“document” and “covid” (See top figure above). Since 
early 2020, the world has been in a pandemic due to 
COVID-19 and people have been practicing physical 
distancing, masking, staying home and other measures to 
protect one another (to varying degrees). As with any shift 
in human behavior, the pandemic has had a profound 
impact on all of us - from how we think about and discuss 
personal safety and health to how we interact with one 
another. O5S5 has documented the experiences of ASL 
communities during the pandemic with a focus on language 
and communicative practices1235. 
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Themes observed in the data

* Shared stories about the pandemic  

* Language practices while masked or emboxed 
(video-mediated communication) 

* Linguistic innovation  
(e.g., ASL signs for mask, covid-19, pandemic … ; 
numeral incorporation for vaccine boosters (range 3-4))  

* Ideologies about language and communicative 
practices during the pandemic

https://youtu.be/i7sLPOssVzA

https://youtu.be/avWSLLVVGVI

Next steps

We are still processing the primary data (adding 
annotations, captioning, & visual descriptions) and 
preparing the metadata (participant and other 
relevant metadata) for sharing. It is slow-going 
#BecausePandemicFatigue. Some content is 
shared on our website and YouTube Channel4. We 
hope that this project will shed light on the varying 
influences the pandemic has had on our 
communities and provide a resource to reference, 
reflect on, and learn from the ASL communities.  

# of Data type Task type Setting
31 Mainly 

text 
(Written 
English)

Ethnographic 
observations of 
publicly accessible 
behavior

Varied - about masking, travel, 
Zoom discourse, etc

13 Videos 
(ASL)

Interviews with 
individual 
participants

On Zoom (unmasked) and in-
person (masked)

3 Videos 
(ASL)

Group 
conversations of 
2-4 participants

In-person indoors (masked), in- 
person outdoors (unmasked)

24 Videos 
(ASL)

3-5 minute 
narratives about 
COVID-19 life

(in-person and masked, on 
zoom unmasked, and self-
submitted usually unmasked) 

“Masking, ugh…” “More expressive”

Masking ideologies in O5S5 ASL videos

https://youtu.be/avWSLLVVGVI
https://youtu.be/i7sLPOssVzA
https://aslsignbank.haskins.yale.edu/dictionary/gloss/1265.html
https://aslsignbank.haskins.yale.edu/dictionary/gloss/3514.html
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.6084%2Fm9.figshare.16983517.v2&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3MCN4PA8tPI6NmpA9rsUpF

