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Brief history of Safety Science Journal

1976-1990 Journal of 
Occupational Accidents

1991- Safety Science



Scope of JOA
• Since 1976 the Journal of Occupational Accidents (JOA) has served as an

international medium for the publication of research in the science and
technology of accidents at work. It gathers under one cover accounts of
researches that previously had to find their way into journals of many
disciplines and countries, much to the detriment of ease of retrieval.

https://doi.org/10.1016/0376-6349(86)90024-6



The first editorial board members in 1976

Source: https://doi.org/10.1016/0376-6349(76)90001-8

Herbert Sigmund Eisner (23 June 1921 – 28 

June 2011) was a British-German scientist 

whose work led to high-expansion fire fighting 

foam. He was also a playwright.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Eisner



https://doi.org/10.1016/0925-7535(91)90009-B

Editorial board members in 1991

Volume 14, Issue 1



https://doi.org/10.1016/0925-7535(91)90001-3

From Journal of occupational accidents to Safety Science

Volume 14, Issue 2, August 1991, Page iii



Editorial board members in 1992

doi:10.1016/0925-7535(92)90035-x 



https://doi.org/10.1016/0925-7535(93)90001-T

Editorial board members in 1993

Volume 16, Issue 1 Volume 17, Issue 1

https://doi.org/10.1016/0925-7535(93)90014-5

https://doi.org/10.1016/0925-7535(93)90001-T


Volume 48, Issue 1
Pages 1-110 (January 2010)

Editorial board members in 2010



Editorial board members in 2013



Editorial board members in 2018



Editor-in-Chief of Safety Science Journal

• 1976-1990 Journal of Occupational Accidents

Andrew Hale Georgios BoustrasJean-Luc Wybo

1976-1993

Herbert Sigmund Eisner

1991-2009

Kathryn Mearns

• 1991- Safety Science

2010-2012 2013-2017 2018-



Aims & Scope of Safety Science
• Safety Science serves as an international medium for research in the science and technology of 

human and industrial safety. It extends from safety of people at work to other spheres, such as 

transport, energy or infrastructures, as well as every other field of man's hazardous activities.

• Safety Science is multidisciplinary. Its contributors and its audience range from social scientists 

to engineers. The journal covers the physics and engineering of safety; its social, policy and 

organizational aspects; the assessment, management and communication of risks; the 

effectiveness of control and management techniques for safety; standardization, legislation, 

inspection, insurance, costing aspects, human behavior and safety and the like.

• Papers addressing the interfaces between technology, people and organizations are especially 

welcome.

• Safety Science will enable academic researchers, engineers and decision-makers in companies, 

government agencies and international bodies, to augment their information level on the latest 

trends in the field, from policy-makers and management scientists to engineers.

• The journal focuses primarily on original research papers across its whole scope, but also 

welcomes state-of-the-art review papers and first-hand case histories on accidents and disasters 

of special significance and discussion papers on hot topics.



Editorial board

Georgios Boustras

Editor-in-Chief(1)

Associate Editors(26)

Editors board Members(116)

116 editors and editorial board members in 27 countries/regions

Countries/regions NE

United Kingdom  17

Australia  10

China  10

Norway  10

United States of America  10

Spain  7

Italy  5

Netherlands  5

Canada  4

Denmark  4

Greece  4

Sweden  4

Cyprus  3

France  3

Israel  3

Finland  2

Hong Kong  2

New Zealand  2

Portugal  2

Switzerland  2

Belgium 1

Germany 1

India 1

Iran 1

Russian Federation 1

South Korea 1

Turkey 1

116



Impact of Safety Science
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Year Total Citations Journal impact factor JIF without self cites 5 Year Impact Factor Immediacy Index Average JIF Percentile

1997 85 0.167 0.092 n/a 0.059 20.593

1998 112 0.277 0.192 n/a 0.055 51.856

1999 138 0.217 0.198 n/a 0 35.661

2000 162 0.307 0.182 n/a 0.194 46.015

2001 245 0.609 0.333 n/a 0.195 83.318

2002 179 0.403 0.364 n/a 0.089 44.763

2003 275 0.43 0.395 n/a 0.13 38.437

2004 387 0.593 0.473 n/a 0.189 64.894

2005 343 0.606 0.444 n/a 0.061 54.992

2006 541 0.725 0.569 n/a 0.158 60.781

2007 629 0.427 0.299 0.908 0.037 20.947

2008 921 0.836 0.721 1.204 0.149 45.75

2009 1,274 1.22 0.905 1.426 0.275 62.255

2010 1,788 1.637 1.105 1.724 0.166 77.132

2011 1,786 1.402 1.034 1.578 0.327 72.289

2012 2,393 1.359 1.027 1.785 0.276 63.974

2013 3,181 1.672 1.257 2.02 0.398 74.286

2014 3,959 1.831 1.439 2.21 0.491 76.916

2015 4,669 2.157 1.627 2.284 0.475 82.026

2016 5,969 2.246 1.813 2.668 0.563 69.435

2017 7,746 2.835 2.341 3.12 1.126 78.54

2018 9,895 3.619 2.958 3.923 0.788 80.448

2019 12,630 4.105 3.304 4.358 1.027 79.725

2020 17,184 4.877 4.209 5.252 1.889 73.597



Impact of Safety Science

CATEGORY：ENGINEERING, INDUSTRIAL   15/49
JCR YEAR JIF RANK JIF QUARTILE JIF PERCENTILE

1997 18/24 Q3 27.08
1998 12/30 Q2 61.67
1999 19/31 Q3 40.32
2000 13/31 Q2 59.68
2001 4/30 Q1 88.33
2002 16/32 Q2 51.56
2003 20/33 Q3 40.91
2004 11/33 Q2 68.18
2005 14/33 Q2 59.09
2006 12/32 Q2 64.06
2007 26/33 Q4 22.73
2008 18/33 Q3 46.97
2009 15/37 Q2 60.81
2010 8/38 Q1 80.26
2011 14/43 Q2 68.6
2012 18/44 Q2 60.23
2013 12/43 Q2 73.26
2014 10/43 Q1 77.91
2015 8/44 Q1 82.95
2016 16/44 Q2 64.77
2017 12/47 Q2 75.53
2018 10/46 Q1 79.35
2019 11/48 Q1 78.13
2020 15/49 Q2 70.41
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Impact of Safety Science

JCR YEAR JIF RANK JIF QUARTILE JIF PERCENTILE
1997 34/39 Q4 14.1
1998 26/44 Q3 42.05
1999 35/50 Q3 31
2000 35/51 Q3 32.35
2001 12/53 Q1 78.3
2002 34/54 Q3 37.96
2003 37/57 Q3 35.96
2004 22/56 Q2 61.61
2005 28/56 Q2 50.89
2006 26/60 Q2 57.5
2007 49/60 Q4 19.17
2008 36/64 Q3 44.53
2009 27/73 Q2 63.7
2010 20/75 Q2 74
2011 19/77 Q1 75.97
2012 26/79 Q2 67.72
2013 20/79 Q2 75.32
2014 20/81 Q1 75.93
2015 16/82 Q1 81.1
2016 22/83 Q2 74.1
2017 16/84 Q1 81.55
2018 16/84 Q1 81.55
2019 16/83 Q1 81.33
2020 20/84 Q1 76.79
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Indication of worldwide usage for this journal at the 
country/region level over the last five years (as available)

Size of ball indicating number of downloaded full-text 
articles from ScienceDirect over last 5 years

No. TOP COUNTRIES/ REGIONS DOWNLOADS

1 China 936874

2 United States 653770

3 United Kingdom 544180

4 Australia 455677

5 Malaysia 178727

6 Canada 141379

7 Turkey 140733

8 Netherlands 114671

9 India 106876

10 Brazil 90005

11 Indonesia 89869

12 Norway 86138

13 Iran 83627

14 South Korea 76659

15 Thailand 72096

16 Germany 67190

17 Sweden 65316

18 Taiwan 64913

19 New Zealand 57859

20 Italy 57328

https://journalinsights.elsevier.com/journals/0925-7535/downloads



Indication of the location of corresponding authors. 

Size of ball indicating number of corresponding authors 

over last 5 years

No. TOP COUNTRIES/ REGIONS AUTHORS

1 China 307

2 United States 169

3 Australia 164

4 United Kingdom 128

5 Spain 85

6 Canada 78

7 Italy 72

8 Norway 70

9 Netherlands 60

10 Sweden 42

11 France 41

12 Iran 40

13 Germany 31

14 Brazil 30

15 Greece 27

16 India 26

17 Turkey 24

18 Denmark 20

19 South Korea 20

20 Belgium 19

https://journalinsights.elsevier.com/journals/0925-7535/authors



Bibliometric mapping of Safety Science in recent 5 years

Data Source: Clarivate Analytics
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1889 publications from 2017 to 2021



Document Types (2017-2021)

Articles

89%

Review Articles

7%

Editorial Materials

2%

Proceedings Papers

2%
Corrections

0%
Reprints

0%

Letters

0%

Articles Review Articles Editorial Materials Proceedings Papers

Corrections Reprints Letters

Document Types Record Count % of 1889

Articles 1709 90.471

Review Articles 138 7.305

Editorial Materials 31 1.641

Proceedings Papers 29 1.535

Corrections 4 0.212

Reprints 4 0.212

Letters 3 0.159



Outputs in different Countries/Regions(2017-2021)

1 Safety Science papers from 75 countries/regions(2017-2021)

3 Safety Science papers from 674 cities(2017-2021)

NAME Number of Publications
BEIJING 110
ROTTERDAM-LEIDEN-DELFT-DEN HAAG 100
MELBOURNE 84
BRISBANE 75
LONDON 52
SYDNEY 52
TRONDHEIM 51
HONG-KONG 46
WUHAN 40
NANJING 38
SOUTHAMPTON-PROTSMOUTH 37
HELSINKI 35
PARIS 32
TEHERAN 30
MADRID 29
SHANGHAI 29
COPENHAGEN 29
TORONTO 29
NICOSIA 28
PERTH 28
WASHINGTON-BETHESDA 28

Countries/Regions Documents
china 394
australia 262
united states 253
united kingdom 236
netherlands 128
canada 122
italy 115
norway 106
spain 106
france 85
sweden 67
brazil 51
belgium 47
iran 46
germany 41
finland 40
greece 40
denmark 38
south korea 36
india 33

2 Top 20 high productive countries/regions in Safety Science

4 Top 20 high productive cities in Safety Science



Countries/regions collaboration network of 
Safety Science(2017-2021)

1
Countries/regions collaboration network of Safety Science paper(2017-
2021), Countries/regions published at least 5 papers were included in the 
network. View online https://tinyurl.com/y6xlpr7g

https://tinyurl.com/y6xlpr7g


Institution's collaboration network of Safety 
Science(2017-2021)

1
Institution's collaboration network of Safety Science paper(2017-
2021), Countries/regions published at least 10 papers were included 
in the network.View online: https://tinyurl.com/y5e955xw

Institutions Documents
delft univ technol 76
norwegian univ sci & technol 47
china univ min & technol 38
monash univ 33
queensland univ technol 31
european univ cyprus 30
rmit univ 30
univ southampton 29
griffith univ 28
univ antwerp 25
tsinghua univ 23
univ sunshine coast 22
curtin univ 21
kuleuven 21
wuhan univ technol 21
aalto univ 20
cent southern univ 20
mem univ newfoundland 20
loughborough univ 19
univ bologna 18
univ stavanger 18

2 Top 20 high productive institutions in Safety 
Science(2017-2021)

https://tinyurl.com/y5e955xw


Authors’ collaboration network of Safety Science(2017-2021)

1
Authors collaboration network of Safety Science paper(2017-2021), 
Countries/regions published at least 2 papers were included in the 
network. View online: https://tinyurl.com/y4zmeufv

Authors Documents
reniers, genserik 36
stanton, neville a. 25
boustras, georgios 23
salmon, paul m. 19
goerlandt, floris 17
newnam, sharon 14
cozzani, valerio 13
griffin, mark a. 13
khan, faisal 11
rae, andrew 11
wu, chao 11
demichela, micaela 10
goode, natassia 10
khakzad, nima 10
wang, bing 10
guldenmund, frank 9
maiti, j. 9
patriarca, riccardo 9
waterson, patrick 9
carlos rubio-romero, juan 8
haghani, milad 8
leva, maria chiara 8
paltrinieri, n. 8
plant, katherine l. 8
read, gemma j. m. 8
van gulijk, coen 8
antonsen, stian 7
anyfantis, ioannis 7
bye, rolf 7
dekker, sidney 7
dimopoulos, christos 7
gerbec, marko 7
hallowell, matthew r. 7
koppel, sjaan 7
li, jie 7
saurin, tarcisio abreu 7
swuste, paul 7
utne, ingrid b. 7
albrechtsen, eirik 6
banda, osiris a. valdez 6
di gravio, giulio 6
dyreborg, johnny 6
groeneweg, jop 6
hale, ar 6
hasle, peter 6
haugen, stein 6
huang, lang 6
kines, pete 6
kujala, pentti 6
leka, stavroula 6
montewka, jakub 6
naweed, anjum 6
provan, david j. 6
van gelder, pieter h. a. j. m. 6
walker, guy h. 6
wybo, jean-luc 6
zio, enrico 6

https://tinyurl.com/y4zmeufv


Research topics of Safety Science paper (2017-2021) 

1
Terms clusters of Safety Science papers(2017-2021),  these terms 
were extracted from the title and abstract of 1889 papers. View 
online: https://tinyurl.com/y36tp8yu

Risk Assessment

Safety management,  
HSE

Evacuation

Other topics, Resilience, 
COVID-19… 

Traffic safety

Terms Occurrences
practice 249
worker 240
organisation 226
health 200
scenario 159
interview 145
survey 138
sample 137
driver 126
risk assessment 125
employee 122
participant 121
intervention 118
perception 118
increase 106
parameter 106
questionnaire 103
probability 101
uncertainty 97
age 96
occupational health 95
safety performance 94
speed 94
experiment 92
vehicle 90
construction industry 87
evacuation 87
workplace 87
disaster 86
simulation 85

https://tinyurl.com/y36tp8yu


Research topics of Safety Science paper (2017-2021) 

1 The warm node are recent topics in Safety Science(for example, 
COVID-19 and terms from evacuation domains)

2 The warm terms have a higher impact than other terms(for example, 
COVID-19, construction safety and terms from risk assessment domains )



High cited journals by Safety Science (2017-2021) 

Construction Journals

Fire, evacuation 
related journals

Psychology, 
ManagementTraffic Safety 

Journals

Core Group of Safety-
related journals

Journals Citations
safety sci 9467
accident anal prev 2789
reliab eng syst safe 1692
j loss prevent proc 1174
j safety res 1171
j constr eng m 1079
j appl psychol 929
automat constr 741
appl ergon 732
risk anal 693
ergonomics 674
j hazard mater 484
physica a 474
transport res f-traf 417
transport res rec 410
hum factors 408
fire safety j 384
am j ind med 379
process saf environ 362
expert syst appl 334
constr manag econ 296
work stress 265
j conting crisis man 261
ocean eng 256
fire technol 240
j occup health psych 240
int j ind ergonom 239
transport res c-emer 239
j risk res 237
procedia engineer 236

1 Journals co-citation network of Safety Science. The size of the node is 
proportional to the cited frequency.
View online, https://tinyurl.com/yxnrf4cl

TOP 30 High cited journals by Safety Science(2017-2021)

https://tinyurl.com/yxnrf4cl


Top 10 High cited papers in Safety Science(2017-2021)

1 Bibliographic coupling cluster of 1889 papers



Review Speed in the 
past 5 years

https://journalinsights.elsevier.com/journals/0925-

7535/review_speed

Publication Options in 
the past 5 years

https://journalinsights.elsevier.com/journals/0925-

7535/publication_options
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Access Recent Special issues in Safety Science

https://journals.elsevier.com/safety-science/special-issues

https://journals.elsevier.com/safety-science/special-issues

