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link to a larger theme



include sufficient detail, but link at 
start and  proposal end to societal theme

develop or at least propose a vision









any and all fields of scientific inquiry 
address grand challenges with vision



vision = pitch



grants are almost 
always scored and ranked

finite funding,
many apps



Canadian research grant proposal
in a rubric



what is in a ‘title’



title

question
key finding

catchy/novel concept
experimental design
support/rejection

colon symbol
humour

declaration
curiosity



plain language summary

like an abstract that brings all ideas in proposal together



plain language

reasonable complexity for a general audience,
try for jargon free, focus on implication



research proposal is a very short story

background, hypothesis, outline of design, methods, significance



background
hypothesis
outline of design
methods
significance

why and what will be done
explanation of functional science
broad stroke approach (single-factor?)
what will be done
implications and your vision



research potential

quality & originality
relevance
significance 
feasibility and merit of proposed research
fit with existing science and/or specific lab



link to relevant literature

ideal and arbitrary is most recent 5 years





science is a process

hone your skills in developing structured and 
testable design questions


