Additional file 1: search strategy
#1 Heart failure [MeSH Terms]

#2 (Heart failure [Title/Abstract] OR Cardiac Failure [Title/Abstract] OR Heart
Decompensation[Title/Abstract] OR Myocardial Failure[Title/Abstract] OR cardiac
decompensation[Title/Abstract] OR cardiac incompetence[Title/Abstract] OR cardiac
insufficiency[Title/Abstract] OR heart insufficiency[Title/Abstract] OR HF[Title/Abstract])

#3 #1 OR #2
#4 Medicine, Chinese Traditional [MeSH Terms]

#5 (traditional Chinese medicine [Title/Abstract] OR TCM [Title/Abstract] OR Chinese medical
treatment[Title/Abstract])

#6 #4 OR #5
#7 Randomized Controlled Trial [Publication Type]

#8 (randomized controlled trial [Title/Abstract] OR random*[Title/Abstract] OR control* study
[Title/Abstract] OR control* trial[Title/Abstract])

#9 #7 OR #8

#10 #3 AND #6 AND #9



