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Figure S1. Measured loss rates of seven phytoplankton groups (<20µm). (A) Grazing rate, (B) viral 
lysis rate, and (C) the average virus to grazing rate ratio of phytoplankton across the latitudinal 
transect. Error bars represent standard error.   
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Figure S2. Light conditions of dilution experiment incubations relative to in situ (e.g., acclimated) 
conditions for all experiments conducted during the spring NICO leg 8 cruise. Light levels in situ were 
defined as PAR at the sampling depth (PARz) for samples from the DCM and as the median mixed 
layer light level (PARmld) for samples within the ML. Incubation light levels were calculated as the 
product of the average hourly irradiance and the percentage of PAR transmitted through the neutral 
density screening applied to a given incubation. Station numbers are indicated on plot.  
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Figure S3. Geometric mean regression of the relationship between average division rate of the 
phytoplankton community within dilution incubations and PAR levels < 0.5 mole photons m-2 h-1.  The 
resulting relationship was used to calculate the growth of the phytoplankton at in situ light levels (black 
squares in Figure 6).   
 


