
SENTENTIAL COMPLEMENT SENTENCES 

Supplemental Material: Experimental Sentence Imitation Task 

Matrix clause type Presentation Sentence imitated 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
pet store. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the fish doing?”  

I guess the fast fish shared the cookie. 

True The mom and her son go walk on 
the street. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the mouse doing?”  

He guesses the dirty mouse climbed the 
cheese. 

True The mom and her son go walk to 
the lake. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the turtle doing?” 

He guessed the thirsty turtle touches the 
water. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the chicken doing?”  

She will guess the tired chicken 
dropped the corn. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the dog doing?”  

I think the happy dog touched the ball. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
forest. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the bug doing?”  

He thinks the sticky bug bites the apple. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
zoo. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the tiger doing?”  

He thought the big tiger carries the ball. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
forest. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the bear doing?”  

She will think the sad bear shared the 
food. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the pig doing?”  

I know the loud pig touches the corn. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
pet store. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the cat doing?”  

He knows the pretty cat climbed the 
chair. 
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True The mom and her son go to the 
pet shop. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the bunny doing?”  

He knew the hungry bunny finds the 
bowl. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
garden. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the butterfly doing?”  

He will know the little butterfly smelled 
the flower. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
lake. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the fish doing?”  

I bet the little fish eats the cookie.   

True The mom and her son go to the 
pet store. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the cat doing?”  

He bets the sleepy cat drinks the milk. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the cow doing?”  

He bet the pretty cow pulled the 
balloon. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
lake. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the bear doing?”  

She will bet the bad bear finds the food. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
lake. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the turtle doing?”  

I know the wet turtle finds the apple. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go walk by 
the street. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the dog doing?”  

I remember the careful dog stopped the 
car. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the squirrel doing?”  

He remembers the little squirrel drops 
the food. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the pig doing?”  

He remembered the bad pig knocked 
the bucket. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
backyard. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the butterfly doing?”  

She will remember the little butterfly 
touches the book.  
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Formulaic The mom and her son go help 
feed animals. The mom asks 
about what they see. The mom 
asks, “What is the cow doing?”  

I guess the sick cow takes the medicine. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go outside. 
The mom asks about what they 
see. The mom asks, “What is the 
bird doing?”  

I think the loud bird sings a song. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the dog doing?”  

I bet the fast dog pushed the ball. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go back 
home. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the dog doing?”  

I remember the tired dog gets the bed. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
yard. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the bunny doing?”  

I guess the soft bunny bites the carrot. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
zoo. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the lion doing?”  

I think the loud lion eats the meat. 

True The mom and her son go in the 
lake. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the frog doing?”  

She bets the happy frog stopped the 
bug. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go home. 
The mom asks about what they 
see. The mom asks, “What is the 
cat doing?”  

I think the little cat spilled the milk. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
farm store. The son asks about 
what they see. The son asks, 
“What is the horse doing?”  

She thinks the bad horse kicked the 
truck. 

Formulaic The mom and her son walk by the 
farm. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the pig doing?”  

I bet the sticky pig kicks the toy. 

True The mom and her son go for 
walk. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the owl doing?”  

She remembers the tired owl watches 
the tree. 
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True The mom and her son go in the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the dog doing?”  

She remembered the loud dog spilled 
the water. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
zoo. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the lion doing?”  

I remember the hungry lion takes the 
meat. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the duck doing?”  

He will guess the careful duck watched 
the egg. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
lake. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the frog doing?”  

She guessed the wet frog catches the 
bug. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the pig doing?”  

She thought the scared pig hits the 
bowl. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
park. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the squirrel doing?”  

She guesses the little squirrel carried the 
candy. 

True The mom and her son walk the 
farm. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the cow doing?”  

She will remember the tired cow 
touched the egg. 

Formulaic The mom and her son walk by the 
fair. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the duck doing?”  

I know the big duck watches the 
balloon. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
pet store. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the fish doing?”  

I remember the pretty fish watched the 
camera. 

True The mom and her son go in the 
backyard. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the mouse doing?”  

She knew the fast mouse gets the egg. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the cow doing?”  

She knows the dirty cow touched the 
trash. 
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True The mom and her son walk by the 
water. The son asks about what 
they see. The son asks, “What is 
the dog doing?”  

She will know the sick dog spilled the 
medicine. 

True The mom and her son walk by the 
pet store. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the mouse doing?”  

He will bet the sick mouse gets the 
drink. 

True The mom and her son go to the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the owl doing?”  

He will think the sleepy owl watched 
the bug. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go to the 
farm. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the horse doing?”  

I bet the happy horse kissed the cow. 

Formulaic The mom and her son go in the 
park. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the dog doing?”  

I know the little dog spilled the bucket. 

Formulaic The mom and her son walk go to 
the park. The mom asks about 
what they see. The mom asks, 
“What is the butterfly doing?”  

I guess the pretty butterfly touched the 
stick. 

True The mom and her son go for 
walk. The mom asks about what 
they see. The mom asks, “What is 
the bird doing?”  

She bets the little bird finds the tree. 
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