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ten simple rules 
are a fantastic blend of 

expert insight, 
key evidence, 

and contemporary scientific practice



rule 1

give yourself time



rule 2

check(list) for the grant criteria



referees are busy so make it easy
for them to find key points



rule 3

be different



mention at least one
independent scientific pursuit



rule 4

get feedback



importance, detail, readability, general audience



rule 5

research plan for gap-payoff



check subsections recommended
for grant app, use them



rule 6

write clearly



write too much, wait, then cut



rule 7

build a team



complements AND contrasts your strengths



rule 8

propose a plan



goals, skills, and timeline



rule 9

experience = potential



rule 10

tell a story



use the force


