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Meadows would not be meadows /\
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Soil nutrients are taken up by vegetation
and incorporated into above-ground biomass

These internationally threatened meadows depend on annual hay cutting and aftermath grazing to maintain their characteristic botanical diversity.

Changes in agricultural methods and land use over the last century have led to the loss of 97% of our heritage wildflower meadows. m ' stakeholder _

Peak yield and peak nutrient content do not occur at the same
time, so land managers need to find the right balance. Mineral

This study investigates how agricultural production can be brought back into balance with biodiversity conservation through well-timed haymaking.

The questionnaire data for this study is currently being analysed.
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Plant growth
transfers soil
nutrients to biomass during
growth and flowering.
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Understanding this can help | LN AN @
farmers use the timing of
their annual hay cut to Double cutting
balance the production of a One method to maximise yield and total nutrient removal is to
nutritious hay crop with take a double hay cut. The aim is to take two harvests during

biodiversity conservation.

the active growth periods in the early summer and autumn,
avoiding the summer dormant period.

Nature Friendly Farming
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