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Introducing the US-RSE

A community-driven organization

People: 

● Writing and contributing research software at
○ Universities, laboratories, knowledge institutes, companies, & more

● Interested in research software engineer careers
○ Students, researchers, software engineers

● Identifying as RSE “allies”
○ Manage, sponsor, support
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https://us-rse.org


Our current RSE definition
We like an inclusive definition of Research Software Engineers to encompass 
those who regularly use expertise in programming to advance research. 

This includes researchers who spend a significant amount of time programming, 
full-time software engineers writing code to solve research problems, and those 
somewhere in-between. 

We aspire to apply the skills and practices of software development to research to 
create more robust, manageable, and sustainable research software.
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Mission of the US-RSE

1. Community
○ Create a professional community to share knowledge, connections, and 

resources
2. Advocacy

○ Promote RSEs impact on research, highlighting the critical and valuable 
role RSEs serve

3. Resources
○ Access to information and material to support individuals and RSE 

groups
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A Brief History of the US-RSE
● Movement and Term: Born in the UK

○ 2012 SSI’s Collaborations Workshop - “Research Software Engineer”
○ Late 2013 UKRSE Association forms with ~50 members
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A Brief History of the US-RSE
● Movement and Term: Born in the UK

○ 2012 SSI’s Collaborations Workshop - “Research Software Engineer”
○ Late 2013 UKRSE Association forms with ~50 members

● US: Winter 2017-2018 
○ Int’l Survey of RSEs: ~175 US responses

■ 12 responded with interest to build a national community
○ UK Sponsored 1st International RSE Leaders Meeting

■ 5 US delegates

https://us-rse.org Int’l RSE Leaders Meeting 2018
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A Brief History of the US-RSE
● Movement and Term: Born in the UK

○ 2012 SSI’s Collaborations Workshop - “Research Software Engineer”
○ Late 2013 UKRSE Association forms with ~50 members

● US: Winter 2017-2018 
○ Int’l Survey of RSEs: ~175 US responses

■ 12 responded with interest to build a national community
○ UK Sponsored 1st International RSE Leaders Meeting

■ 5 US delegates

● Jan-Feb 2018: US-RSE Slack workspace and first website go live
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RSE Associations Around the World
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(UK)
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A Brief History of the US-RSE
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● 2019
○ Significant growth in activity and membership
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A Brief History of the US-RSE
● 2019

○ Significant growth in activity and membership
○ Website redesign, logo
○ Twitter, newsletters
○ Code of Conduct
○ Events: PEARC19, SC19
○ Funding from Sloan Foundation for in-person workshop
○ New initiatives: Syndicated blog, RSE stories 

(shout out to Vanessa Sochat)
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2020 Brought...
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● More Membership Growth!
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Where are our members located?
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Where are our members located - US?
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2020-2021 Events
● US-RSE Virtual Workshop

○ 2-day event in April (available on YouTube)

● Conference workshops
○ PEARC20
○ SC20

● SORSE (International Series of Online Research Software Events)
○ https://sorse.github.io/ 

● Established formal governance
● (Mostly) Monthly Community Calls

○ Next: March 11th

● Annual General Meeting (Dec)
● US-RSE & ADSA Early Career Panel (Feb)

https://us-rse.org @us_rseSept 2020 Community Call
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● RSE job board and #jobs channel
○ 91 unique jobs posted all time
○ 20 as of March 2nd

RSE Job Board

https://us-rse.orghttps://us-rse.org

https://us-rse.org/jobs
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● RSE job board and #jobs channel
○ 91 unique jobs posted all time
○ 20 as of March 2nd 

● Second most viewed page on the site
● Success!

RSE Job Board
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US-RSE Slack
● Most communication happens in slack

○ Get invite after joining

● Example discussion channels
○ Q & A
○ Education & Training
○ Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
○ Community Calls
○ Hiring & Interviewing
○ Jobs
○ National labs & regional groups
○ Python 

● We openly encourage the creation of new channels

https://us-rse.orghttps://us-rse.org @us_rse
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DEI Working Group
● Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Working Group
● Spawned from 2020 Community Call
● Meeting regularly to address DEI within:

○ US-RSE Association
○ Broader RSE community

● US-RSE DEI Speaker Series
○ Promote DEI awareness and best practices through lectures, workshops, and more
○ Dr. Cherri Pancake: March 25, 2021

● Careers in RSE
○ Showcase the diversity of fields and positions in research software engineering
○ https://github.com/USRSE/rse-roles

● Engage and promote DEI Tech Groups
○ Women in HPC, Code 2040, and many others

https://us-rse.orghttps://us-rse.org @us_rse
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US-RSE Future Plans
Short Term (2021-2022)

● Raise awareness of US-RSE & RSE
● Monthly Community Calls to continue
● Community engagement and development
● International RSE Survey

○ Help us better understand RSEs in the world and US
○ We need your help: share & complete the survey 

● Events
○ US-RSE workshop, Community Building Workshop

● Non-profit status
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Long Term (2022-2025)

● Annual RSE Conference and/or workshop(s)
● Regional and local events/chapters
● Advocacy program to promote RSEs
● Career development program

US-RSE Envisioned Plans

https://us-rse.org

#US-RSECon2023
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Should I join? 
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Join us!

Thanks to the UK RSE 
Association (Society) 

and other national 
groups for inspiring 

and guiding us!

https://us-rse.org

Thanks to everyone 
who has contributed to 

the community!

contact@us-rse.org
@us_rse

https://us-rse.org/join

https://us-rse.org
mailto:contact@us-rse.org
https://us-rse.org/join

