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She attended the Methodist chwch in Cheyenne. Tt was
torn down a few vears ago. The onlv other church she
remembers in town was a beautiful Catholic Cathedral. Tte
atill there todav.

Lovwise®s Grandmother died of cancer and was buried in
Cheyvenne. She was in the second grade so wasn't allm@ad to
attend the funeral. "I remember it vividly because nobody
waes sad. She had suffered so bad. It was such & relief to
have her finally at peace. But, I just wanted my grandma."

Bhe went to kindergarten at a little school called
Fark. She attended Alta Vista in first grade. Then a new
school , Finsher, was built closer to her house and she
finished grade school there. The schools were much stricter
then than they are now. "Children were to be seen and not
herd. You were told what vou were to belisve and their was
no nonsence to be broached. You weren®t to have an opinioan
of yvowr own in any way shape or form.” If you misbehaved
vouw would stay after school and get locked in a closet or
any other numerous punishoents. "OF couwrse the very worst
puni shment was & spanking by the principle.”

During her grade school years playving pretend was a big
thing. "We pretended everyvithingd cowbove and indians,
Tarzan and Jane, Bambi and his mother, what ever the movie
was on Satwrday that s what vouw fantasized for all week. I

probably see more fantasy there then I do in voung people
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today. "  They also plaved dodge ballis You draw a big circle
and one person gets inside. Everybody tries to hit you o with
the ball, they throw it back and forth and vou jumped it o
dodged it. Some of the other games they plaved were dump
rope, hopscotch, and flving kites. "Making vowr own kites
ard flying them was a big sport.”

Sex education was not to be broached in school. "I
eighth grade I finally had a sex class and the teacher was
fired because he introduced it." Thev received lectures
about how vou got pregnant and why vou should not. The only
type of birth control ever mentioned was to abstain from
G EH .

Girls were required to wear dresses even on the coldest
days. The plavground was divided. "There was a bove side
and a girls side. You weren't allowed to cross the line.
The only time we were allowed to intermingle as far as play
was concerned was when we were under direct supesrvision.
When we went out and plaved a game there was a teacher
there., " This was hard for Lowise since she lived in a
netghborhood of bovs and her best friends were bovs vet at
school she was not allowed to cross with the lines and play
with the boves.

Lowise didn*t have any chores around the house. Hen
mother was a compulsive cleanesr and nobody ever did anyvithing
good enough for her. "My mother was the type of person that

when the Easter Bunny camse to ow house he left the eggs on




little pieces of wax paper." She was allowed to rake the
vard and things like that, but never did any work in the
house. "Even God would have taken his shoes off before he
came into owr house "

While in the third grade Louise had her tonsils out.
Not because they needed to come out, but because everyone
had there tonsils taken out in the third grade. "It was a
very traumatic thing, you had to eat jello for a month
before vou went in to have surgery." When she went into the
hospital they put her to sleep, took her tonsils out and
gent her home that night.

Lovise also had 0ld Fashion Scarlet Fever as a child.
"It was terrible. I was very very sick, spent siy weeks
flat on my back in bed and under gquarantine." She was the
anly person in the state of Wvoming or Colorado who had
Scarlet Fever at the time.

Often times discipline for Louilse meant being grounded
to the house. "Which living in & clean house like I did was
terrible because vou weren't allowed to play with things
because vouw got them out of place." The very worst
punishment she had was being threatened that her dad would
gpank her. Though he never did., Her mother would backhand
Fesr . "It owas always over some little thing. Tt was never
over the big things. When I look back on it I thing it was
always the straw that broke the camels back.”

While in the sixth grade Louwise’s parents got a




divorce. "Dad was in the army, but before he had gone into
the army he had met this women. I thing the most traumatic
thing to me was that she was only five yvears older that I
was and she was edpecting a babwv. At that time when this
sart of thing happened the man was forced to marity the women
and mom divorced him. The army brought him back in

harndowf fs. I remember mom taking me to the train depot to
see him and he was in chains and he was crying."

While in the seventh grade her mother remarried and the
tamily moved to Brigsdale, Colorado. Her new stepfather,
Cleo Kimbroough (Kim) had two sons. Marvin who was two
vears older that her and Dale who was her age. Her mother
arnd Kim had & little girl Flora May. Eim ran a garage in
Brigsdale for about six months and then they bought a ranch.
"We became very pore:”

Henrr new school was small. There were several grades
within each class., The kids at school all shared a
closeness. EBEvervbody got along and they did a&lot of things
RE A QO . "Therse was alot of good fun things, sley rides,
ice skating parties, pilionics and baseball games. Things
kide could do and really have fun doing."” There was always
a dance on Saturday nights. These were always well
chaperoned, but "the more trips the adults made out to the
car the more lenient they got.

L.ouwi se was allowed to stert dating when she was

fowrteen. Her brother dated and there was no way for her to




go anvplace unless he took her and the anly way he would
take her was if she had a date. "Dating just meant a wav to
go places and have fur.”

The boys always had to come in and meet her parents
before she could go out with them. Eim is an alcoholic and
was drinking heavily then. "He would bring those pore boys

in and ask them what their intentions were and it was

terribly embarrassing for most of the bovs." However Kim
was not half as bad as Marvin. "It was by stepbrother who
really took care of me." Though Louise had several dates

during this time she seldom went out with a bov more than
six times. The boys did not behave as Marvin thought they
should., He would beat them up and drag her home if she went
out with someone he did not like.

While living on the ranch Lowise had several chores.
She got up at fow a.m. to take care of the livestock.
Atter school there were more chores to be done. Work on a
ranch never ends. When I asked her if this was a change
from her life in Cheyvenne she replied: "Yes a big switach.
I was required to work very hard and for awhile I +felt very
put upor.  But it had its good points, it was fun.”

There was no indeor plumbing on the ranch. Their water
supply came from a well dug next to the house.

The bar in BErigsdale was the type vouw could take the
whole family to. It was the same at the Satuwrday night

darnces. "On the stage they would have bales of hay and the




kids would be put to bed up on the stage so mom and dad
could dance. "

As & teenager the fun thing to do was to go on a date
to Chevenne or Greeley and see a movie. "OF course nobody
had much money s0 you maybe got to do that three times a
vear, but it was fun." At school the classes would earn
money all year long and take & class trip at the end of the
VEAr . "One of the biggies was to go to an amusement park in
Denver."

They lived fowteen miles from school so the kids had a
Model A pickup to get back and forth in. Her brother always
got to drive. They were only given enough gas to make the
trip to school and back every week. If they wanted to go
anywhere slse they had to figuwe out how to get the gas.

"We tried just about everyvthing and it would run on just
about everythingd dad’s booze, mobthballs."

They went banbkrupt on the ranch and moved back to
Cheyenne her senior yvesar. Fim became a car sellsman for
Nésh (a make of carl), the revolutionary car. The seats
laved down in it. Her mother occasionally worked at the
Feal imenoes club; but for the most part she was still a
housewi fe.

During her senior vear Louse worked at the train depot,
behind the convenience counter. She worked six days & week
arel eaurned Fifty-five cents a howr. "Whern I did find time

to go out it was usually with people who were out of school.




We went to the State Line or to Little Bear and you danced
and drank."

Louwise was married in March of her senior WEERET They
decided to get married at midnight one riight. Colorado had
a three day waiting period so they drove to Raton, New
Mesico. "We thought we had to have a ring. I was married
with a ten cent ring out of Woolworths." They lived in a
ane room apartment above the old Casses Department store and
shared a bathroom with six other families. MHer mother
tidn™t approve of the marriage. "Mother thought it was the
most terrible thing I ever did. He was very wild, rode a
motorcycle and did alot of things she didn’t approve of,
like drank alot and faught. FProbably the worst thing was
that he raced motorcycles and to my mother that was a
terrible thing."

Wher her mother found out she was going to get married
her mother told her that since she was a virgin she could
not possibly get pregrnant for two months. "1 was back from
getting married three weeks when she took me to the doctor
artd had him fit me with a diaphragm and explain it to me.
Urnforturnately T was already Fregrnamt. " Lowise graduated in
Jurne three monthse pregrant.  She gave birth to Edith Louise
December 24, 1951 in Chevenne, Wyoming. "I remember the
firset thing I said to her (her mother) after the baby was
born was nine months three hows and thirty-three minutes. "

Frfter getting married Louwise and BLlL were very family
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ariented. "Our social time was spent tryving to please bolbth
families. Bpending enough time with each so they wouldn®t
think we were slighting them."

Eill worked in the baggage department for the Union
Facific the first fouwr vears of their mei il age., Thern he had
a mail contract. He trucked the mail between the Fost
Office and the trains. Louise helped a little with the mail
contract, but her big job was taking care of their gIrowi rng
family.

David William was born three years aftter their first
child. Then three yvears later James Edward was borrn. "The
old saying applied: You married a women then kept her bare
foot and pregnant to keep her home."

Bill and Louise left Wyoming in 19468 and moved to
Fartland, Oregon. Bill went to work as a mechanic. They
hacd two more children in Oregon.  Eelley Lee in 1962 and
Charles E. in 1968, Loulse was divorced in 1968.

Loutse worked as a secretary for & yvear and a half.

She then became very 111 with infectious hepatitis. Duwring
her time in the hospital she met a colored prostitute. Out
af this mesting she landed a job with the Fortland Folice
Department. Louwise went from working vice and undercover on
the street to a position inside the jail. "I made verv good
merey which is what kept me in it." While in Portland
lowise married Tom Moleod., The marriage was dissolved a

short time later. Her career in corrections advanced. She




picked alot of college credits during this time and taught
several college couwses in law enforcement. She was
eventually offered the job as Deputy Warden of the Women's
Frison in Evanston and moved back to Wyoming to accept that
position.

In 1982 due to stress and on doctors orders she left
the prison and became a counselor in Chemical Abuse.

"Holidays were big then. The only time yvou got to eat
tuwrkeys was on holidays" Christmas, bNMew Years, Easter, and
Thanksgiving always meant a big family gathering. There
would be twenty to thirty people for dinner. Evetrvone
cocked and brought food. During Christmas there was
caroling. "TE o ovow were a person that staved home the
carglers came, you always invited them in for hot chocolate
anc they would stand in vow living room and sing.
MINORITIES

The blacks lived in one section of Cheyvenne, the
mexicans another, and the whites got all the rest. "I the
black section of town there was & little white baptist
church and I can remember Sundays in the afternoon we wowld
go down and just park and listen to them sing because their
muslc was so pretty." Most of the blacks worked at the
Urmion Pacific Depot.

The whites and blacks did not mix. Im the first grade

Lowise™ s best friend was black. Her name was Mary Lou. Nl
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loved her and I had many black eves over her. One day my
mother came to pick me up at school and I introduced her to
Mary Lou and I was never allowed to play with her asfter that
and that’'s because she was black. "Children were not
allowed to mix with other races. "We would have if the
grownups had left us alone we had no problems untill mothers
started interfering. It was really a sad thing because she
was all alone and none of us were allowed to play with her."

FROMTIER DAYS

Cheyenne was usually not a violent town except during

Fontier Dags. "The town was wide open. The bars staved
open all night and people drank in the street. There was
alot of fighting and carrying on." Louise always had to be

in by nine o’'clock because thats when it started getting
et

"It was like the world had ended." Their family had
went bankrupt on the ranch and her mom and dad were back in
Cheverme., Lowise was staying at her grandmothers ranch and
their was a neighbor boy down plaving. About ten o'clock it
got real guiet. It was scary because it never gets guiet in
the country. They woke up her grandma. She took them
inside and built & big +ire. By the next morning the wind
was howling and the snow was blowing so hard vouw could not
see vow hand in front of yvour face. "We were very

fortunate that my grandmother was with us and she had 1ived
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thru blizzards like that before. She tied lariat e s
around are’ waist and sent us out to try and save the stock.
You couldn™t find anything. It was like an alliaﬁ/wmrld.
The landscape kept changing and vouwr eve lids would freeze
shut.” The blizzard lasted three days and four nights.

They were in & four room house and by the end of the
blizzard there was only one room that the roof had not
fallen in on. They had burnt all the furnatuwre in the house
except two chairs to stay warm. Because all the food in the
house was in cans and had frooze her grandmother was afraid
to let them eat it so they had been with out food for thres
days. When the blizzard was over the first thing they did
was dig out the chicken house. It was under seven fest of
srnow. They killed two chickens so they could est. All of
their livestock had frooze except two calfs and two horses
and the chickens., There were two hundred herferd hefferds
that had drifted down from Cheyvenne around the house. "They
had lost their calts dwring the storm and the atter birth or
sometimes the calf had froze as it was being expelled and
other cattle had walked on that., These cattle were
literally disbowled and they were dving. They were all
arcund the house and they were orying. It was & horrible
sound. " On the second day after the storm a army plane came
out and landed., They machine gunned all the cattle and then
asked them what supplies they needed. The next day they

came back and dropped then supplies. They were snow bound




for about eight weeks. "Many people lost their lives and
thousands of livestock died."

WORLD WAR TWO

"It was fun at first. It was exciting." Evervyvone
donated to the war effort. They collected paper and metal.
Feople went without things that were rationed. "It was like
everybody suddenly came together and were standing for one
idea." The real trauma of war was not felt untill the war
had ended. "Frobably the most traumatic thing for me was
wheh I was thirteen and I went to the movies and Saw a rews
reel about concentration camps and they were horrible. I
can remember people throwing up in the isles and crving and
sobbing and I was to." Lowlse’s grandfather died while she
was in the third grade. Tt was at the beginning of the war.
His voungest son was on & battle ship in the harbor of San
Francisco. "They wouldn™t even let us tell him that his
father had died." It was not untill after the war was over
that they found out that he was one of the first frog men
and he was leaving on a secret mission. Once aboard he was
rnot allowed to talk to anvbody. A frog man was under water
demolation, The American public did not know that such a
thing excisted untill after the war.

"Out of the war came & different America."  The men
that had faught and died in the war were children. "You
could no longer tell high school students that they didn™t

have a right to & opinion. They learned that i+ they could
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fight and die for a country they certainly had a right to an
opinion." Several marriages also disolved after the WE W
"Marriages had been based on the fact that men were going
out to see and these weren™t good sound reasons. " During
the war women had held dosn jobs that men had braditionally
dore . Women did not want to give up this right whern the men
came back. "It was the beginning of the female movement. I

have rights to!"

"Arnytime that I've been in the mountains by a mountain
lake. Those are all favorite memories. The beauty, the
wide open spaces, being able to look up at the skyvy and feel
like vou can pluck a star. These are the things that keep
mer irn Wyoming. "

Lowise thinks that the women”s movement will eventually
mellow out. That there is a place for women in todays
society. "I think there has to be a meeting of the minds,
that women and men ow people.  And that when they join to

have children it should be a shared responsibility.”

I will end this history of Ella Louwise Cathcocart Ames
Moleod with her last words of advice to family and +riends:
"Every person has to be there own person whether male or

famal e. I yvou always live by what is right to yow, yvou'll




be alright. And remember that nobody can twn there back on

Giodd

and suwrvive."
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