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Dear Editor 
We would like to thank you for the opportunity to resubmit a revised copy of this manuscript. We would also like to take this opportunity to express our thanks to the three reviewers for their feedback and helpful comments for correction or modification. We believe they have resulted in an improved revised manuscript, which you will find uploaded alongside this document. We tried to be responsive to your concerns. As such, we have endeavoured to extend the paper’s contributions by enhancing each section, including making them more succinct while removing or re-writing sections that did not add to the overall message of the paper.
In summary we have made substantial changes to the analysis and structure of the manuscript including: 
· We have shortened the introduction by over 15%.
· Attempted to clarify the difference between thresholds and tipping points with examples. 
· Sharpened the language throughout the whole document.
· Added more detail to our methods section. 
· Re-analysed all of our results, based on a smaller number of natural capital proxies and drivers.
· Added the potential contribution of multiple stressors to each NC variable, which gives justification for further assessment of such relationships. We also note that investigating interactions between variables could be the next logical research step. 
· Re-written the entire results, discussion and conclusion sections.
· Moved any discursive text to the discussion. 
· Discussed in detail the potential feedback mechanisms that may be responsible for any declines in natural capital assets and how they relate to our conceptual framework in our introduction. 
· We also discuss potential threshold limits found and their relevance for management.
· Added additional information as appendices.

We have also attempted to answer all of the other comments and concerns raised by the reviewers on a point by point basis, which are appended alongside our responses to this letter. We very much hope the revised manuscript is accepted for publication in the Journal of Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science.
Sincerely, 
Dr Stephen Watson on behalf of the authors.
