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It’s that time of year…



Who am I

• Researcher

• Collaborator

• Educator

• Nvidia DLI Ambassador (CUDA, CV)

• Chemist

• Statistician

• Computational Scientist

• UVA grad and fan



We are Virginia Tech

The only school to:
ü Sequence and assemble the 

genome of our mascot

ü Serve our mascot on Saturdays

ü And save said mascot in 
November

And well fed



Agenda

• ARC
• Getting Started on ARC
• Enabling Users with Open OnDemand



ARC – who we are
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Advanced Research Computing

Other University Division, or Administrative Unit
Biocomplexity Institute of Virginia Tech

Institute for Critical Technology and Applied Science
Biomedical Science

• Unit within the Office of the Vice 

President of Information Technology

• Provide centralized resources for:

• Research computing

• Visualization

• Staff to assist users

• Website: http://www.arc.vt.edu

http://www.arc.vt.edu/


ARC – what we do

• Advance the use of computing and visualization in VT research

• Centralize resource acquisition, maintenance, and support for research 

community

• Provide support to facilitate usage of resources and minimize barriers to 

entry

• Enable and participate in research collaborations between departments

• Provide resources for instruction



Getting started on ARC

What do you need?
• An account

• An allocation

ARC.vt.edu
• Requests 

• account request

Coldfront.arc.vt.edu
1. Create a project

2. Create an allocation



Student

• Odd form of life that tries random stuff to meet random goals 
while accidently learning



Enabling Users with Open OnDemand

Features:

ü Plugin-free web experience

ü Easy file management

ü Command-line shell access

ü Job management and monitoring

ü Graphical desktop environments

ü GUIs

Provides an easy to install and use, web-based access to supercomputers, resulting in intuitive, 
innovative support for interactive supercomputing



Adoption is growing

• Install base is growing

• Industry and academia

• ~140 unique US locations

• ~70 unique international locations



Enabling Users with Open OnDemand

Open OnDemand
ondemand.arc.vt.edu

Off-campus = VPN

Openondemand.org



Open OnDemand Demo



Questions?


