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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS  
IN POLAND - PROBLEMS

In 2017, the European Commission’s report pointed to several problems: 
Education:
• underdevelopment of vocational HE
• suboptimal doctoral training 
Finance:
• Underfunding and inefficiencies in allocation 
Governance
• weak executive management vs strong collegial bodies
Evaluation:
• overly bureaucratic evaluation (“punktoza” – “pointosis”) 
Research:
• weak internationalization 
• R,D & I capacity situated outside HE sector
• HEIs’ third mission and engagement weak (“Ivory tower”)



R & D PROJECTS AT HIGHER 
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

The European Commission’s report stated:

The related policies in HE and R&I in Poland primarily focus on 
technology transfer, copying the US-type commercialisation efforts, 
which are unlikely to yield expected results, while disregarding a 
broader knowledge exchange and the role of HEIs in addressing 
societal challenges. 



HE SECTOR IN POLAND – REFORM 
PLAN

2016 – Responsible Development Plan -> 2017 Strategy for 
Responsible Development 
• one of the problems to be tackled: low innovative capacity 

of the economy;
• Increase in science and research funding to 1.7 % GDP 

until 2020 
• HE and research entities as a source of human capital 

and innovative R&D results.



LAW ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
SCIENCE

Strategy for Higher Education and Science 2016 -> Law on Higher 
Education and Science (Constitution for Science)

Policy-making „Law 2.0” : social participation principle 



 
NEW EVALUATION MODEL  

• Implementation: 2021 

• Census period: 2017-2020

• Scientific institutions: 

• HEIs

• Institutes of the Polish Academy of Sciences

EDIT!: evaluation moved to 2022 due to pandemic! 
Census period 2017–2021



      ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Assessment criteria:

• quality of research, R&D activities or artistic accomplishments

• financial outcomes of research and development

• research impact on society and economy



  
WEIGHTS OF CRITERIA



NUMBER OF CASE STUDIES



CRITERIA OF EVALUATION – 
SIGNIFICANCE AND RANGE 

Final score for an institution: arithmetic mean of CS scores 



CASE STUDY EVALUATION

• National and international peer reviewers

• Each case study in Polish and English

• + 20 pts. for a case study connected with research „meeting 

criteria of interdisciplinarity and pushing the boundaries of 

knowledge” 



PROBLEMS IN THE AREA OF RESEARCH 
ADDRESSED BY IMPACT EVALUATION 

• R,D & I capacity situated outside HE sector
• HEIs’ third mission and engagement weak
• disregarding a broader knowledge exchange and the role of HEIs in 

addressing societal challenges. 



“POLEVAL” & REF - SIMILARITIES



DIFFERENCES: EVALUATION 



DIFFERENCES: CASE STUDIES



ASSESSMENT– DIFFERENCES



APPROACHES OF POLICYMAKER TO 
RESISTANCE TO CHANGE – UK & NO

oflexibility (amending initial definition & criteria)
oincentives from universities and research councils (funding, 

prizes, recognitions)
oprofessional support

UK

NO

PL

odevelopmental implementation of impact 
evaluation
oassessment not linked to funding
• broad debate with scientific community (but not about impact) 
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