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Middle East Law and Governance is a peer-reviewed venue 
for scholarly analysis on issues pertaining to governance 
and social, economic, and ideological transformation in 
the modern Middle East and North Africa region. The 
journal welcomes research that explores the intersection of 
ideational, legal, societal, economic, and political themes. 
MELG’s interdisciplinary approach is meant to attract 
scholars from a wide range of disciplines (anthropology, 
economics, gender studies, history, legal studies, political 
science, political theory, religious studies, urban studies etc). 
We also welcome submissions that deploy conceptually 
and methodologically novel and alternative approaches. 
Though a journal with a regional focus, MELG discusses 
issues of importance to the modern Middle East and North 
Africa without presupposing conceptual, methodological, 
disciplinary, analytic or geographic boundaries.

Call for Papers: Governing and Living Amid COVID-19 in the MENA

Governments throughout the entire world are grappling with the unchartered waters of COVID-19.  As 
elsewhere, responses to the challenge have varied greatly across the MENA with some national leaders taking 
action early and decisively and others all but denying its existence.   COVID-19 is undoubtedly having an impact 
on politics and on the very nature of authority in the region.  The question is what type of impact and where and 
how will it differ, and why.  COVID-19 has furthermore brought important structural inequalities into the 
spotlight as economic suffering and death tolls reflect class, gender and race differences.  How are peoples 
experiencing COVID-19 and what will be the long-term impact politically, economically, socially, and culturally?  
COVID-19 has moreover impacted, if not exacerbated, existing crises in the region.  How has COVID-19 
impacted the revolution in Lebanon or the on-going war in Yemen, for example? How has it affected migration 
and refugees and what is the long-term impact in terms of policy and refugees themselves?  These are just some of 
the questions this special issue seeks to address. 

This special issue will take a broad look at how the MENA – the state, governments, and societies of the region -- 
are governing and/or living amid COVID-19.  It encourages papers from a wide range of disciplines and 
methodological approaches in the social sciences and humanities.   

Submission Guidelines - Deadline: December 1, 2020

Length: manuscripts must not exceed 5,000 words, including notes and references.

Style, Format, References, and Endnotes: Please refer to MELG’s style guide 

Submission Instructions: Manuscripts must be submitted electronically through the online manuscript 
processing system, Editorial Manager.  Please be sure to indicate that your submission is designated for this 
Special Issue. https://brill.com/view/journals/melg/melg-overview.xml?contents=editorialContent-17621

Review of Submissions: Submitted articles will undergo MELG’s standard review process.




