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The NYU Data Catalog: 
An Overview

● Provides a standardized metadata 
schema to describe data

● Makes research data discoverable 
regardless of where it is stored

● Open source 
○ Code on GitHub

○ Documentation on OSF Does Not Store Data

https://github.com/nyuhsl/data-catalog
https://osf.io/vg7rn/


Background on the Data Discovery 
Collaboration Project



“To enhance discovery of data and other research products 
in order to maximize their value”



Background: Example Data Catalog Record
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Electronic Health Record Data 



Background: Example Data Catalog Record

Datasets in Supplemental Files of Published Articles



What this means 
for re-use

● Examples of facilitating re-use 
with discovery metadata 

● Librarians on the ground 
gaining experience with 
facilitating re-use 



Stories of Re-Use
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Successes Concerns

● Local experts report being 
contacted about those datasets

● Local experts report becoming 
co-authors on papers 
generated from that data

● Local experts complain that 
they are contacted by people 
outside of the institution that 
are not viable collaborators 

● Local experts express concern 
about the amount of time their 
volunteer work takes



Takeaways

● Researchers have questions, even on incredibly well-documented data

● Researchers have limited time so answering questions can be difficult 

● Researchers enter into collaborations based on conversations on datasets and 
re-use 

● Addressing this gap in responsibility (e.g., acting as a local expert) is a key part 
of ensuring future success of initiatives like the NYU Data Catalog



Residents Research Practicum 

● Third year residents worked with researchers 
and a librarian to develop original research 
through re-used datasets

● Residents worked as a group and located a 
dataset for re-use through through the NYU 
Data Catalog 

Fred LaPolla, Research and Data Librarian, 
Lead of Data Education and Course Director 



Takeaways

● Residents and practicum leads needed to discuss the datasets with the original 
creators, even as the dataset was well-documented 

● A poster was accepted at a conference based on the resident's work 

● Residents were not able to publish on their research due to limitations from 
one of the funders from the original research

● We only know of this interaction due to librarian participation - further 
investigation into user tracking is necessary



Future Efforts
● Further investigation into re-use 

use cases with the Data 
Discovery Collaboration Project

● Creation of infrastructure to 
help “Local Experts” manage 
their requests 



Thank you

Nicole Contaxis, MLIS
Lead, NYU Data Catalog


