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CONTEXT

Paradigm shift:

• Inclusion policy

• UDL

• Collaborative models

• 2 professionals in 1 classroom (e.g. Schwartz et al., 2010)

Studies show that diverse groups of children having a disability  
participate less often, or have fewer friends or  opportunities (e.g. 
Bult et al., 2012; Michelsen et al., 2014)

Focus on using, changing or enabling environments (e.g. Anaby et. al., 
2013; Piskur, 2015)



CONTEXT in NL

Policy has changed in 2014

Diversity in a classroom 

Teacher’s skills

Parents have a lot of experiences and knowledge

In practice the focus is still on disability and/or 
fixing a problem of an individual child

https://www.insightvacations.com/eu/destinati
ons/netherlandsKlikken om tekst toe te voegen



TIME FOR A 
CHANGE

Focus on enabling –
changing or using 
the environment

https://stories.universaldesign.org/the-peo-model-of-occupational-performance-
and-universal-design-43b4f304a66aKlikken om tekst toe te voegen



FIRST STEPS

1. Community of practice Zuyd Child & Youth

Co-design  & 
co-creation 
journey



FIRST STEPS

2. Literature 
study  (Meuser et al., 
submitted):

• Interventions;

• Strategies;

• Tools.

http://www.h2mw.eu/redactionmedicale/2016/03/des-recommandations-pour-
écrire-des-scoping-reviews-seraient-très-utiles-.htmlKlikken om tekst toe te 

voegen



Intervention including most 
of the successful strategies 
identified = Partnering for 
Change

Prof. dr. Cheryl Missiuna

FIRST STEPS



3. Establishing collaboration with CanChild
authors

4. Getting to know the P4C Intervention and

5. Translation – back translation of the 
educational modules

FIRST STEPS



CountMeIn 2016



6. Intensive collaboration with:

• CanChild team (Canada)

• Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences

• Karolinska Institutet and Linkoping University (Sweden)

7. Grant applications- NordForsk&KIEM

FIRST STEPS



NordForsk Project

NL S&



8. Pre-pilot

FIRST STEPS



CountMeIn 2017



TEAM

Zuyd University of Applied Sciences  (Research Center Autonomy
and Participation – Research Center Education at school, 
Department of occupational therapy ), NL
• Dr. B. Piskur, 
• S. Meuser, MSc,
• Prof. dr. P. Hennissen

Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (Department of 
occupational therapy), NL
• Prof. Dr. M. van Hartingsveldt
• Koen van Dijk, MSc. OT

CanChild – McMaster University , Canada
• Prof. dr. C. Missiuna,

Karolinska Institutet , Sweden
• Dr. Kristina Vroland

Linköpings University, Sweden
• Dr. H. Lindström,

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhoqa75L_UAhWBvBoKHSxYArgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hva.nl/profiel/b/a/bakmj/m.j.van-hartingsveldt.html&psig=AFQjCNE2PRnMaKxNswZ4p7RyVCVyQvKo1g&ust=1497613842694994
https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtiYuW5b_UAhVHVhoKHfFlAA8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.canchild.ca/en/team_members/18-dr-cheryl-missiuna&psig=AFQjCNHHpLGaEFqqlFuYHUyL1OM5bF9GFA&ust=1497614029821264




Adaptations on group 
level Individual adaptations

Adaptation on whole 
class level
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• 3 OT‘s followed 
translated preparatory 
modules (March, April)

• OT‘s at four schools 
for three months 
(April, may, June 2017)

• Qualitative semi-
structured interviews

PRE-PILOT P4C_NL



RESULTS PRE-PILOT

Actions

“I suggested to the teacher to use 
energizers…just for a few minutes…” (OT 3)

“There is so much stuff in the classroom…I wonder 
how the children find their way…I made several 
suggestions what can be changed, like putting 
doors on the open closet.”  (OT 1)



RESULTS PRE-PILOT

Challenges

“For me was time a real issue…when to talk to 
the occupational therapist outside my 
classroom hours.” (T 2)

“It was not easy to make a shift into a new practice 
model…the P4C Model I mean.”  (OT 2)



RESULTS PRE-PILOT

Success

“I did not realize how much knowledge 
occupational therapists have…I thought they 
only know about writing skills (T 3)

“ Working in the classroom is not the same as 
working at school…you know what I mean…in the 
classroom you see the whole picture…and a child is 
often not the problem.”  (OT 3)



TO CONCLUDE:

• Time is needed to build up relationship and be 
able to trust each other;

• It might be better to start with this 
collaboration in the beginning of the school 
year;

• Occupational therapists are experts of 
enabling, changing or using the environment.
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QUESTIONS

More information:

barbara.piskur@zuyd.nl
sarah.meuser@zuyd.nl

mailto:barbara.piskur@zuyd.nl
mailto:sarah.meuser@zuyd.nl

