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- Two normative claims:

- The debate has focused on a general metaphysical issue
that is neither more readily solved in the biological context
nor sheds new light on biological questions

- The biologically interesting issue raised has been mostly
ignored
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Individual-level events: causal
- X has offspring, X dies of malnutrition, X is eaten by a
predator
- Theoretical apparatus for describing selection and drift:
statistical

- Selection coefficients, fitness values, broad-sense
heritabilities
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What’s Wrong?

No engagement with biology in this debate
- Arguments: coin flips, race cars, apple carts, etc.
- Impact on our understanding of how selection and drift
work not explored

- Obscures the fact that we disagree on the definitions of
natural selection and genetic drift

- Makes the question overall that much more difficult to
answer
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Where does that Leave Us?

- The causalist/statisticalist debate has focused primarily on
the issue of epiphenomenalism in selection and drift. But
this issue:

- Doesn’t seem to be biological

- Doesn’t tell us anything about selection and drift

- There’s also a difference between process and product
notions of selection and drift. This issue:
- Is genuinely biological
- Points us to interesting (and real-world!) corner cases
where these two definitions come apart



Questions?

charles@charlespence.net



