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* This is not a paper about election prediction
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RQ1: How does Wikipedia’s production and consumption of 
political information vary during campaigns?

RQ2: Who are the Wikipedia editors revising information about 
candidates during campaigns? 
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Retrieved 1,336 articles for Clinton, 949 for Trump, by category

Complete revision histories: 375k for Clinton and 366k for Trump 

Focus on activity between January 2015 through November 2017

Article pageviews available from July 2015, including redirects

User contribution histories for 2,211 editors, Jan ’14-Nov ‘17



Label Description Date
A Clinton announces candidacy 12 April 2015
B Trump announces candidacy 16 June 2015
C Super Tuesday primary elections 3 March 2016
D “Acela” primary elections 29 April 2016
E Trump secures nomination 27 May 2016
F Clinton secures nomination 8 June 2016
G Republican National Convention 11 July 2016
H Democratic National Convention 28 July 2016
I Access Hollywood controversy 7 October 2016
J Election day 8 November 2016
K Inauguration 20 January 2017
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RQ1: How does Wikipedia’s production and consumption of 
political information vary during campaigns?

RQ2: Who are the Wikipedia editors revising information about 
candidates during campaigns? 
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Events drive bursts of collaborative and information-seeking activity

Clinton’s article
Trump’s article
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Clinton’s article
Trump’s article
Clinton related articles
Trump related articles

Trump content had more pages created, revisions, editors, content 
added, and pageviews than Clinton
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RQ1: How does Wikipedia’s production and consumption of 
political information vary during campaigns?

RQ2: Who are the Wikipedia editors revising information about 
candidates during campaigns? 



Bots and registered editors
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Fewer bots and more registered editors on Trump over campaign

Clinton’s article
Trump’s article
Clinton related articles
Trump related articles



Editor cohorts over time
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High churn in composition of editors over time



Fraction of revisions from different editor sets
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Increased overlap in biography editors from related pages



Changes in user behavior
Feature Before After H-test

Dates active 153 ± 181 264 ± 214 246.8 *
Entropy 4.7 ± 1.8 5.9 ± 1.8 198.5 *
Latency 0.39 ± 5.4 0.11 ± 1.5 24.0 *

Pages created 183 ± 1437 497 ± 1622 77.4 *
Pages edited 944 ± 4098 3096 ± 8033 217.5 *
Namespaces 6.5 ± 3.6 8.4 ± 4.2 103.8 *

Revisions 2187 ± 5772 5980 ± 12479 226.3 *
Revision size 69.7 ± 384.8 60.4 ± 125.1 0.7

18 December 2019

* p < 0.001

After contributing to a candidate-related page, users make more edits, 
are active on more days, edit more quickly, create and edit more pages
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RQ1: How does Wikipedia’s production and consumption of 
political information vary during campaigns?

Clinton’s article initially better, but Trump’s rapidly caught up

Trump content received more attention over course of campaign

Information production & consumption driven by major events
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RQ2: Who are the Wikipedia editors revising information about 
candidates during campaigns? 

Major increase in overlap among editors contributing to both

Contributing to political topics disrupts users’ editing behavior

Significant turn-over in editors each year
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Motivations are not static  theorizing change in collaborators

Need for closer analysis of content, references, and discussions

Wikipedia increasingly imbricated in content moderation strategies

Wikipedians reproduce biases in media ecosystem’s coverage

Lessons from (superficial) resilience to 2016 disinformation efforts?
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brian.keegan@colorado.edu
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