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The Futurist’s Dilemma



Arthur C. Clarke
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Intelligence



StrongWeak



– Geoffrey Hinton, University of Toronto

“Take any old classification problem where 
you have a lot of data, and it’s going to be 
solved by deep learning. There’s going to be 
thousands of applications of deep learning.”



Photo by Clearly Ambiguous - http://flic.kr/p/31nkY





AI Assistants















Medical Diagnosis
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–Geoffrey Hinton, University of Toronto

“I think that if you work as a radiologist you 
are like Wile E. Coyote in the cartoon. You’re 

already over the edge of the cliff, but you 
haven’t yet looked down. There’s no ground 

underneath. It’s just completely obvious that in 
five years deep learning is going to do better 

than radiologists. It might be ten years.” 
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In-House AI



Local  
vs  

Remote 
Computing
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–Roy Amara

“We tend to overestimate the effect of a 
technology in the short run and underestimate 

the effect in the long run.” 

Amara’s Law



Questions 

Photo by mripp - http://flic.kr/p/pqiJNt



JA S ON  G R I F F E Y

F O U N D E R / P R I N C I PA L  CON S U LTA N T
E V E N LY  D I S T R I BU T E D  L LC
H TT P : / / E V E N LY D I S T R I BU T E D. N E T

M E A S U R E  T H E  F U T U R E
H TT P : / / M E A S U R E T H E F U T U R E . N E T

A F F I L I AT E
M E TA LA B  

H A RVA R D  U N I V E R S I T Y

G R I F F E Y @ G M A I L . CO M
H TT P : / /
JA S ON G R I F F E Y. N E T

T H E  L I B R A RY B OX  P R O J E C T
H TT P : / / L I B R A RY B OX . U S

http://evenlydistributed.net
http://measurethefuture.net
http://jasongriffey.net
http://jasongriffey.net
http://librarybox.us

