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Abstract
One of the most important research ethical issues that

should be taken into consideration is “scientific

misconduct” such as fabrication, falsification and plagiarism.

Plagiarism can occur at any stage of the research activities

such as reporting, communicating, authoring, and peer review.

The purpose of this workshop is to engage researchers in their

responsibility to conduct an ethical research.

Keywords: Plagiarism, Scientific Misconduct, Research tools,

Scientific unethical behavior, Science Scandals, Research

Visibility, Research Impact
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Do Research, 
Don't Re-Search
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Research Tools Mind Map
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Web of Science
SCOPUS
EndNote
OATD 
& many more Research Tools

Source: https://pixabay.com/en/books-stack-learn-study-library-1015594/

dtSearch
SpringerExemplar
Qiqqa
Academic Phrasebank
& many more tools Source: http://fotomelia.com/?download=homme-bureau-ordinateur-images-gratuites

Journal Citation Reports
Journal Metrics 
Manuscript matcher 
Find the perfect journal for your article 
& many more Research Tools Source: https://pixabay.com/en/discussion-session-white-male-1874791/

https://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim
http://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim
https://pixabay.com/en/books-stack-learn-study-library-1015594/
http://fotomelia.com/?download=homme-bureau-ordinateur-images-gratuites
https://pixabay.com/en/discussion-session-white-male-1874791/


Ethical and Unethical Methods of 
Plagiarism Prevention in Academic 

Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2457669

Citation Frequency and Ethical Issue 
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2437323
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How to finish your #PhD, in 12 simple steps. #PhDchat | 
http://bit.ly/1ksfdIF pic.twitter.com/fEuGrZnM0j
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/PhD?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PhDchat?src=hash
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https://t.co/fEuGrZnM0j
https://twitter.com/AcademiaObscura


Meta Data
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Penalty for Plagiarism

Outside of academia the problem of plagiarism
continues to generate headlines and scandals for
politicians. In Germany, two prominent cabinet
members have been forced to step down due to
allegations of plagiarism in their doctoral
dissertations. Meanwhile, in Canada, the head of the
nation’s largest school district was forced to resign in
the face of plagiarism allegations, and plagiarism
scandals have also embroiled a senator in the
Philippines, the prime minister of Romania, and
several members of the Russian Duma.
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Source: J. Bailey. "Defending Against Plagiarism, Publishers need to be proactive about detecting and deterring copied text.," 26 November; 
http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/35677/title/Defending-Against-Plagiarism/.

9

http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/35677/title/Defending-Against-Plagiarism/
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Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-21395102

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-21395102
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-21395102
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Source: https://thediplomat.com/2012/09/philippines-senator-accused-of-plagiarism-twice/

https://thediplomat.com/2012/09/philippines-senator-accused-of-plagiarism-twice/
https://thediplomat.com/2012/09/philippines-senator-accused-of-plagiarism-twice/
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https://sputniknews.com/russia/20130207179283033-Plagiarism-Allegations-Haunt-Russian-Duma-Deputies/


Did I Plagiarize? The Types and 
Severity of Plagiarism Violations
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Source: http://visual.ly/did-i-plagiarize-types-and-severity-plagiarism-violations

http://visual.ly/did-i-plagiarize-types-and-severity-plagiarism-violations
http://visual.ly/did-i-plagiarize-types-and-severity-plagiarism-violations
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Source: Van Noorden R. . Science publishing: the trouble with retractions. Nature 2011;478:26–8
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http://www.nature.com/news/2011/111005/pdf/478026a.pdf
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Source: http://www.hindawi.com/journals/jnm/2014/675258/ref/

../Link/675258.pdf
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/jnm/2014/675258/ref/
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Source: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953#

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953
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Source: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0925443914001793

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0925443914001793
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Source: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131
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Source: http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0047110#corrections

http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0047110#corrections
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0047110
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0047110#corrections


Penalty for Plagiarism

Research Visibility and Impact Center-(RVnIC)  
©2019-2021 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim 20

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0047110#corrections


Research Visibility and Impact Center-(RVnIC)  
©2019-2021 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim 21

Source: http://www.geneticsmr.com/articles/3962

http://www.geneticsmr.com/articles/3962
http://www.geneticsmr.com/articles/3962


Retraction guidelines 
By: COPE

Journal editors should consider retracting a 
publication if: 

• they have clear evidence that the findings are unreliable, 
either as a result of misconduct (e.g. data fabrication) or honest 
error (e.g. miscalculation or experimental error) 

• the findings have previously been published elsewhere 
without proper cross-referencing, permission or justification (i.e. 
cases of redundant publication) 

• it constitutes plagiarism 

• it reports unethical research 
Source: http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf
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Link/retraction guidelines.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/

https://retractionwatch.com/
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Source: http://retractiondatabase.org/RetractionSearch.aspx? 

http://retractiondatabase.org/RetractionSearch.aspx?
http://retractiondatabase.org/RetractionSearch.aspx
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Source: https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter.pdf

https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter.pdf


Examples
Here are two papers we submitted to WMSCI 2005: Rooter: A Methodology 
for the Typical Unification of Access Points and Redundancy (PS, PDF) 
Jeremy Stribling, Daniel Aguayo and Maxwell Krohn

This paper was accepted as a "non-reviewed" paper! 
Acceptance e-mail
A strange follow-up email, along with our response
Anthony Liekens sent an inquiry to WMSCI about this situation, and received this 
response, with an amazing letter (PS, PDF) attached. (Also check out Jeff Erickson's in-
depth deconstruction of this letter.) 
With the many generous donations we received, we paid one conference registration
fee of $390. 
Our registration fee was refunded. See above for the next phase of our plan. 

We received many donations to send us to the conference, so that we can 
give a randomly-generated talk. 

The Influence of Probabilistic Methodologies on Networking (PS, PDF) 
Thomer M. Gil 

For some reason, this paper was rejected. We asked for reviews, and got this 
response. 
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Source: https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/#examples

http://www.iiisci.org/sci2005/
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter.ps
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter.pdf
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter-acceptance.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter-followup.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/rooter-followup-response.txt
http://anthony.liekens.net/
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/liekens-inquiry.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/liekens-inquiry-response.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/callaos-letter.ps
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/callaos-letter.pdf
http://3dpancakes.typepad.com/ernie/2005/04/sci_followup.html
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/#donations
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/reg-payment.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/registration.html
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/reg-payment-refund.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/#update
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/#donations
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/steeve.ps
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/steeve.pdf
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/steeve-rejection.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/steeve-rejection-followup.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/steeve-rejection-followup-response.txt
https://pdos.csail.mit.edu/archive/scigen/#examples
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Source: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12043-007-0129-y

This paper has been withdrawn by Pramana as the editors have 
determined that the material presented in this paper is a 
complete copy of the material which has been published by 
other authors in other journals and reports.
The retraction note to this article can be found online 
at http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12043-013-0515-6. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12043-007-0129-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12043-013-0515-6
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/2015/04/21/authorship-issues-spell-retraction-for-breast-cancer-paper/

https://retractionwatch.com/2015/04/21/authorship-issues-spell-retraction-for-breast-cancer-paper/
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/2015/03/26/pain-paper-scratched-for-authorship-issues/

The author Gisela Scharbert fabricated my signature on the submission material but 
never informed me about the submission, the signature, the acceptance, the publication 
– and above all, about the change in outcome parameters compared to the ethics 
committee approved project plan. Because of this insult against good scientific practice I 
would not have given my permission and signature for submission.

https://retractionwatch.com/2015/03/26/pain-paper-scratched-for-authorship-issues/


Authorship

Author Unresponsive
Author(s) lack of communication after 
prior contact by Journal, Publisher or 
other original Authors
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Concerns/Issues About Authorship
Any question, controversy or dispute 
over the rightful claim to authorship, 
excluding forged authorship

Concerns/Issues about Third Party 
Involvement

Any question, controversy or dispute 
over the rightful claim to authorship, 
excluding forged authorship

Forged Authorship
The fraudulent use of an author name 
in submitting a manuscript for 
publication

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/


Data

Concerns/Issues About Data
Any question, controversy or dispute 
over the validity of the data
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Conflict of Interest

Authors having affiliations with 
companies, associations, or institutions 
that may serve to influence their belief 
about their findings

Duplication of Data

Also known as “self-plagiarism”. Used 
when the all or part of the data from an 
item written by one or all authors of the 
original article, are repeated in the 
original article without appropriate 
citation. 

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/


Data
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Error in Analyses
A mistake made in the evaluation of the 
data or calculations

Error in Data
A mistake made in the data, either in 
data entry, gathering or identification

Falsification/Fabrication of Data
Intentional changes to data so that it is 
not representative of the actual finding

Plagiarism of Data

Used when the all or part of the data 
from an item not written by one or all 
authors of the original article, are 
repeated in the original article without 
appropriate citation. 

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/


Data

Unreliable Data
The accuracy or validity of the data is 
questionable
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Unreliable Results
The accuracy or validity of the results is 
questionable

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/


Image

Concerns/Issues About Image
Any question, controversy or dispute 
over the validity of the image
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Duplication of Image

Also known as “self-plagiarism”. Used 
when an image from an item written by 
one or all authors of the original article 
is repeated in the original article 
without appropriate citation. 

Error in Image
A mistake made in the preparation or 
printing of an image

Falsification/Fabrication of Image
Intentional changes to an image so that 
it is not representative of the actual 
data

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/


Image
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Manipulation of Images
The changing of the presentation of an 
image by reversal, rotation or similar 
action

Plagiarism of Image

Used when an image from an item not 
written by one or all authors of the 
original article is repeated in the original 
article without appropriate citation. 

Unreliable Image
The accuracy or validity of the image is 
questionable

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/2019/11/27/authors-in-shock-when-image-reuse-doesnt-fly-with-publishers-of-paper-on-emu-oil-and-stem-cells/

https://retractionwatch.com/2019/11/27/authors-in-shock-when-image-reuse-doesnt-fly-with-publishers-of-paper-on-emu-oil-and-stem-cells/


In references

Cites Prior Retracted Work
A retracted item is used in citations or 
referencing
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

Concerns/Issues about 
Referencing/Attributions

Any question, controversy or dispute 
over whether ideas, analyses, text or 
data are properly credited to the 
originator

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/


Review

Fake Peer Review
The peer review was intentionally not 
performed in accordance with the 
journal’s guidelines or ethical standards
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/
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Source: https://retractionwatch.com/2019/12/04/publisher-retracts-nearly-50-papers-at-once/

https://retractionwatch.com/2019/12/04/publisher-retracts-nearly-50-papers-at-once/


10 Major source of plagiarism

1. Replication: Submitting a paper to multiple publications in an attempt to get it published more than 
once

2. Duplication: Re-using work from one’s own previous studies and papers without attribution

3. Secondary Source: Using a secondary source, but only citing the primary sources contained within the 
secondary one

4. Misleading Attribution: Removing an author’s name, despite significant contributions; an inaccurate or 
insufficient list of authors who contributed to a manuscript

5. Invalid Source: Referencing either an incorrect or nonexistent source

6. Paraphrasing: Taking the words of another and using them alongside original text without attribution

7. Repetitive Research: Repeating data or text from a similar study with a similar methodology in a new 
study without proper attribution

8. Unethical Collaboration: Accidentally or intentionally use each other’s written work without proper 
attribution; when people who are working together violate a code of conduct

9. Verbatim: copying of another’s words and works without providing proper attribution, indentation or 
quotation marks

10.Complete: Taking a manuscript from another researcher and resubmitting it under one’s own name
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Replication

Example
A scientist submits a manuscript to 
five journals located in several 
different countries. Once he/she 
receives an acceptance notice by 
one of the journals, he/she does 
not immediately notify the other 
four journals, resulting in the 
manuscript being published in two 
journals.

How to Avoid it
Ideally, papers should only be 
submitted to one publication at a 
time. In situations where this is 
impossible, all journals should be 
notified immediately if the paper is 
accepted for publication. 
Manuscripts, once published, 
should not be resubmitted for 
publication with another journal.
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research
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Link/ithenticate-decoding-survey-summary-092413.pdf
http://www.ithenticate.com/Portals/92785/resources/decoding-plagiarism-and-attribution


10 Major source of plagiarism
Duplication

Example
A researcher inserts sections of 
text from an earlier published 
manuscript in a new manuscript 
that he/she will be submitting to a 
different publisher, without citing 
the earlier work.

How to Avoid it
When using text and elements from 
one’s own previous work, take care 
to cite those works correctly, using 
the same format used for other 
outside sources. In some cases, 
such as repeating an entire 
methodology, it may be preferable 
to include copied text as an 
attributed attachment to the paper.
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research
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Link/ithenticate-decoding-survey-summary-092413.pdf
http://www.ithenticate.com/Portals/92785/resources/decoding-plagiarism-and-attribution


10 Major source of plagiarism
Secondary Source

Example
When evaluating previous inquiries 
into a subject, a researcher comes 
across a relevant meta study and 
paraphrases from it heavily. 
However, while he/she cites the 
original sources of the studies, the 
meta study that the information 
actually came from is absent.

How to Avoid it
When pulling information from a 
secondary source, cite that source 
as well as any primary ones.
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research
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Link/ithenticate-decoding-survey-summary-092413.pdf
http://www.ithenticate.com/Portals/92785/resources/decoding-plagiarism-and-attribution


10 Major source of plagiarism
Misleading Attribution

Example
Despite the fact a scientist made 
significant contributions to a paper, 
a team of researchers feels there is 
a conflict of interest and agrees to 
remove the scientist’s name from 
the author list so as to not hinder 
the study’s chance at publication.

How to Avoid it
Though researchers often work 
together, collaborations can raise 
ethical issues. If a conflict of 
interest remains despite attempts 
at a resolution, consider presenting 
the situation to the publisher or 
journal. At all times, keep an 
accurate record of what was 
discovered and when. Alternatively, 
consider taking the matter to any 
relevant ethics boards. In some 
cases, legal assistance may be 
required.
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research
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Link/ithenticate-decoding-survey-summary-092413.pdf
http://www.ithenticate.com/Portals/92785/resources/decoding-plagiarism-and-attribution


10 Major source of plagiarism
Invalid Source

Example
A researcher, unable to find a 
quality source for a statement 
he/she wants to make, either 
creates a source or misconstrues 
the meaning or context of a real 
source.

How to Avoid it
When doing research for a paper, 
keep effective notes on sources and 
double check their accuracy before 
submission. Never fabricate or 
falsify a source.
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research
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Link/ithenticate-decoding-survey-summary-092413.pdf
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Paraphrasing

Example
A researcher incorporates ideas or 
data from another researcher’s 
study, but rewrites the information 
in his/her words without providing 
proper citation.

How to Avoid it
Make sure that any and all ideas, 
data and elements from outside 
sources are cited correctly. One 
strategy is to note all sources, along 
with a brief description, throughout 
the writing process. When in doubt, 
it is better to provide extensive 
citation than to fall short.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Repetitive Research

Example
A researcher decides to conduct a 
new study similar to one already 
conducted by a different 
researcher. Many of the results 
overlap, so the researcher 
conducting the new study reuses 
sections and data from the 
previous study without attribution.

How to Avoid it
When reusing someone else’s 
methodology, and in a situation 
when the results of a similar study 
cannot be stated differently, citing 
those sources will prevent any 
plagiarism accusations or foul play.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Unethical Collaboration

Example
A researcher collaborates with two 
other researchers on a study and 
submits a manuscript that is 
represented as the researcher’s 
own work, without recognizing the 
contributions from the others who 
collaborated on the study.

How to Avoid it
Always cite other collaborators’ 
contributions using proper citation 
formats. Incorporate as much 
original work as possible. Avoid 
copying written work, figures and 
images or ideas from collaborators 
without their permission and 
without giving proper credit.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Verbatim

Example
A researcher copies and pastes a 
block of text from someone else’s 
work into a paper without 
providing proper citation, including 
quotation marks.

How to Avoid it
As with paraphrased plagiarism, 
always carefully cite any outside 
material used, even when 
translating to a different language. 
In the case of material used 
verbatim, clearly indicate that the 
text is a direct quote, either 
through blockquoting or quotation 
marks.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Complete

Example
A researcher copies and submits, 
under his or her name, the entirety 
of a previous paper published by 
someone else.

How to Avoid it
Never sign your name to someone 
else’s work. Conduct original 
research and write papers in your 
own words. If conducting a 
different study is not an option, 
consider replicating the research, 
writing up the findings in original 
words, and citing the original 
material to provide credit for the 
idea of the study.
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Source: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02639-9
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The COSMO-RS method is an advanced method for the quantitative calculation of solvation 
mixture thermodynamics based on quantum chemistry. It was developed by Andreas Klamt
and is distributed as the software COSMOtherm by his company COSMOlogic (as well as in 
the form of several remakes by others).

Some Nigerian researchers have used the software (without a license) and report a 
tremendously and completely unbelievably good correlation (r²=0.992) between the 
predicted results and experimental data for the logKow (octanol water partition coefficient) 
of ionic liquids.

Source : http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/10/24/more-bad-science-in-predatory-oa-journals/
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The Kardashian index: a measure of discrepant 
social media profile for scientists

F=43.3C0.32(1)

Where F is the number of twitter followers and C is the number 
of citations. 

As a typical number of followers can now be calculated using 
this formula, Hall (2014) proposed that the Kardashian Index 
(K-index) can be calculated as follows: 

K−index=F(a)/F(c)

Where F(a) is the actual number of twitter followers of 
researcher X and F(c) is the number researcher X should have 
given their citations. Hence a high K-index is a warning to the 
community that researcher X may have built their public profile 
on shaky foundations, while a very low K-index suggests that a 
scientist is being undervalued. Here, Hall (2014) proposed that 
those people whose K-index is greater than 5 can be considered 
‘Science Kardashians’
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Neil Hall, Prof

Source: N. Hall, “The Kardashian index: a measure of discrepant social media profile for scientists,” Genome Biology, vol. 15, no. 7, pp. 1-3, 
2014/07/30, 2014.
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Nader Ale Ebrahim, PhD
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All of my presentations are available online at: 

https://figshare.com/authors/Nader_Ale_Ebrahim/100797

Thank you!
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