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Abstract
Writing a paper helps you to disseminate your knowledge and

experience, enhance your CV, gain additional employment

opportunities, and increase your research visibility and impact.

However, the prospect of writing the first paper often feels like a long

way to achieve. In this workshop, Dr. Nader introduces some tools for

writing a paper from his Research Tools Mind Map. The Research

Tools enable researchers to follow the correct path in research and to

ultimately produce high-quality research outputs with more accuracy

and efficiency.

Keywords: Research tools, Research Visibility, Research Impact,

Bibliometrics
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Do Research, 
Don't Re-Search
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Research Tools Mind Map
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Web of Science
SCOPUS
EndNote
OATD 
& many more Research Tools

Source: https://pixabay.com/en/books-stack-learn-study-library-1015594/

dtSearch
SpringerExemplar
Qiqqa
Academic Phrasebank
& many more tools Source: http://fotomelia.com/?download=homme-bureau-ordinateur-images-gratuites

Journal Citation Reports
Journal Metrics 
Manuscript matcher 
Find the perfect journal for your article 
& many more Research Tools Source: https://pixabay.com/en/discussion-session-white-male-1874791/
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Session Topic

1. Introduction

2. Selecting keywords

3. Finding Research Papers

4. Evaluate a paper quality

5. Managing Research

6. Read a paper

7. Indexing Desktop Research Tools

8. Avoid Scientific Misconduct

9. Writing a Paper

10. Improve paper quality

11. Target Suitable Journal

12. Improve your Research Visibility and Impact
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Tasks for the first session

1. Structure & planning your research (Draw the 
literature map)

2. Read: 
• https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/

lit_review_LL/reading.html 

• Cottrell, S. (2005). Critical thinking skills - Developing Effective Analysis and 
Argument. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

• Chapter 3 of “Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, 
Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research (4th ed.). 
Boston: Pearson Education, Inc”

• Chapter 3 of “Saunders, M., Lewis, P., & Thornhill, A. (2009). Research methods 
for business students (5th ed.). Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE, 
England: Pearson Education Limited.”
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https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/reading.html
Link/Critical Thinking Skills Developing Effective Analysis and Argument.pdf
Link/Educational Research.pdf
Link/RM Saunders.pdf


Tasks for the second session

1. Create the log file for your search term/s

2. Identify the main keywords set for your research

3. Identify the alternative keywords set for your research

4. Evaluate the search terms

5. Looking for selected keywords sets on:

 SCOPUS

Web of Science Core Collection

6. Write the methodology used for selecting the final keywords set 
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Tasks for the third session

1. Install a reference management 

software

2. Download selected papers (based on the 

final keywords set) into the reference 

management software
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Tasks for the fourth session

1. Measure the downloaded papers/journal's quality

2. Rate the downloaded papers in your Desktop 

Endnote library

3. Turn on Alert system in Scopus, WoS and other 

databases based on the selected papers
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Tasks for the fifth session

1. Create your own thesis/paper table of contents

2. Identify the main topics from your collected 

documents

3. Create your literature review/Thesis Mind Map

4. Plan your Thesis/Paper writing process
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Task for the sixth session

1. Read Keshav, S. (2007). How to read a paper. ACM 
SIGCOMM Computer Communication Review, 
37(3), 83-84.
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Tasks for the seventh session

1. Install Dtsearch and create a report based on the 
most frequent keywords

2. Use VOSviewer to create some visual figures for 
your manuscript 

3. Create database on Dtsearch

4. Generate a Microsoft Word file from a search results 
of Dtsearch
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Tasks for the eighth session

1. Explore “retraction watch” and “Retraction Watch 
Database” web site (https://retractionwatch.com/ and 
http://retractiondatabase.org ) and list 5 scientific 
misconduct in your area of research

2. Measure similarity rate of your manuscript
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Outline

Research Visibility and Impact Center-(RVnIC)  
©2019-2021 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim 15

No. Topic

1 Plan

2 Checklist

3 Article Template

4 Master Files

5 Speech to Text

6 Academic Phrase bank
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Core 

Papers

≈ 20

Shell papers 

≈30

Filler papers ≈ 150All available papers in your field of study ≈ 2000

Nader’s role:

How Many References Should I Include in a 

Literature Reviews Paper?

From all available papers in your field of study ≈ 2000, 

include almost 200 papers:

1. Filler papers ≈ 150

2. Shell papers ≈ 30

3. Core papers ≈ 20



Source: Ross' PhD Literature Review Mind Map
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Thesis Plan

• Write down the road-map of your thesis today
• What is the ideal thesis that you would wish for?

• What results would it contain?

• How would you evolve the story from start to finish?

• Write each Chapter of the thesis deliverable items

• Write a checklist for each Chapter 

Example 1

Example 2 (Thesis Checklist)

Research Visibility and Impact Center-(RVnIC)  
©2019-2021 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim

Source: Priya Narasimhan, (2006), How To Write a Good (no, Great) PhD Dissertation
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Link/Nader Thesis Planning.docx
http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/~cainproj/writingtips/thesischecklist.html
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Source: http://tech.snmjournals.org/content/34/2/92.full
Provenzale, J. M., & Stanley, R. J. (2006). A Systematic Guide to Reviewing a Manuscript. Journal of Nuclear Medicine Technology, 34(2), 92-99. 

http://tech.snmjournals.org/content/34/2/92.full
file:///D:/Nader/IB/Iran-Science/Alzahra/Traz/Workshops/Research Skills - Class/Link/J. Nucl. Med. Technol.-2006-Provenzale-92-9.pdf


Manuscript peer review: a helpful 
checklist for students and novice referees.
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Source: Seals, D. R., & Tanaka, H. (2000). Manuscript peer review: a helpful checklist for students and novice referees. Advances in Physiology Education, 
23(1), S52-58. 

https://www.physiology.org/doi/abs/10.1152/advances.2000.23.1.s52
file:///D:/Nader/IB/Iran-Science/Alzahra/Traz/Workshops/Research Skills - Class/Link/advances.2000.23.1.s52.pdf


The “Fast Article Writing” Methodology
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Source: Mikhailova, E.A. & Nilson, L.B. (2007). Developing Prolific Scholars: The “Fast Article Writing” Methodology. Journal of Faculty Development, 21 (2), 93 – 100.

file:///D:/RSU/Training Materials/How to write a review paper/Presentation/Part 3-Writing Literature Review/Link/Goodson Template_0.doc
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Source: www.tandf.co.uk/journals/authors/template/TF_Template_Word_Windows_2016.zip

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/formatting-and-templates/
file:///D:/Nader/IB/Iran-Science/Alzahra/Traz/Workshops/Research Skills - Class/Link/TF_Template_Word_Windows_2016.dotx
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/authors/template/TF_Template_Word_Windows_2016.zip
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Source: http://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Microsoft-Word-template.docx

https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/microsoft-word-template-journal-articles/
file:///D:/Nader/IB/Iran-Science/Alzahra/Traz/Workshops/Research Skills - Class/Link/Microsoft-Word-template.docx
http://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Microsoft-Word-template.docx
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Source: https://www.overleaf.com/project

LaTeX Templates

https://www.overleaf.com/project/5de6a71b6dfca3000154ab01
https://www.overleaf.com/project
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Master files



Speech to Text
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Source: https://www.speechtexter.com/

28

https://www.speechtexter.com/
https://www.speechtexter.com/


Research Visibility and Impact Center-(RVnIC)  
©2019-2021 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim 29



General meanings or application of meanings
The term X refers to …
The term X encompasses A), B), and C).
X can be defined as … It encompasses …
X can be loosely described as a correlation.
The term X has come to be used to refer to …
The term X is generally understood to mean …
The term X has been applied to situations where students …
In the literature, the term tends to be used to refer to …
The broad use of the term X is sometimes equated with …
Whereas X refers to the operations of …, Y refers to the …
The term disease refers to a biological event characterised by …
The term X is a relatively new name for a Y, commonly referred to…
In broad biological terms, X can be defined as any stimulus that is …
Defined as XYZ, obesity is now considered a worldwide epidemic and is associated 
with …
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Source: http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
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http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/writing-definitions/
source:%20http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


Tasks for the ninth session

1. Create your own article template

2. Write an introductory paragraph
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Thank you!
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My recent presentations:

1. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Research Skills Session 8: Avoid Scientific Misconduct. figshare. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.11300546.v1

2. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Research Skills Session 7: Indexing Research Tools. figshare. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.10992596.v1

3. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Research Skills Session 6: Read a Paper. figshare. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.10302095.v1

4. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Research Skills Session 5: Managing Research. figshare. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.10257509.v1

5. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Research Skills Session 4: Evaluate a paper quality. figshare. Presentation. 
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