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10-year old Anna: big 

fan





Pygmalion asking Venus 

to animate his statue 
Jean-Baptiste 

Regnault (1786)



Alex Garland & 

Alicia Vikander 

Ex Machina (2014) 



David Hanson & the 

Sophia robot in 2016
Hanson Robotics



What do social 
robots do?









What is 
anthropomorphism?





„Triangle number-one shuts his door (or 

should we say line) and the two innocent 

young things walk in. 

Heider & Simmel, 1944

Lovers in the two-dimensional world, no 

doubt; little triangle number-two and sweet 

circle. 

Triangle-one (hereafter known as the villain) 

spies the young love.”



A bit more on my 
research.



The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo



Social reward

Chevallier et al., 2012, Kokal et al., 2011

Interpersonal 
synchrony



Synchrony as a mechanism of social understanding?



• Wheatley et al. 

(2012) 

• Lorenz et al. 

(2016)

• Shen et al. 

(2015)

Synchrony as a mechanism of social understanding?



Henschel & Cross (in press). Interaction Studies.



Robots & Sexism



Eyssel & Hegel, 2012



• The male robot is rated to have more agency

than the female robot

• The male robot would be more suitable for 

stereotypically male tasks (repair, transport)

• Participants also indicated a preference to use 

the female robot for stereotypically female tasks 

(childcare, household)

Eyssel & Hegel, 2012



Are humanoid robots 
the solution?



Android Humanoid Animal Wall-E?



Introducing: Pepper!



Introducing: Pepper!



Softbank Robotics



Softbank Robotics



Seen at the Dutch Airport Schiphol (2019) The Milkmaid, Johannes Vermeer (1657)



Considering 
feminist issues in 
my field of 
research.



Founded by Lisa 
DeBruine, Chris 
Chartier et al.

Western, educated, 
industrialized, rich and 
democratic



Glasgow staff 
survey:



Considering 
feminist issues in 
my research 
practice.



Gloria 
Fraser: 

Inclusive 

Gender 

Identity 

Measures 



Gloria Fraser: Inclusive Gender Identity Measures



Gloria Fraser: Inclusive Gender Identity Measures



https://uofgpgrblog.com/pgrblog/2019/3/6/making-our-research-intersectional

“There is no such thing as a single-issue 

struggle because we do not live single-issue 

lives.”

- Audre Lorde, 1982

https://uofgpgrblog.com/pgrblog/2019/3/6/making-our-research-intersectional






Robots & 
Representation!









Important voices in Social Robotics:



Email: Anna.Henschel@glasgow.ac.uk

Twitter: @AnnaHenschel

Website: http://www.so-bots.com/  

Keep in touch!
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