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H is to r ia n s  a r e  becoming in c re a s in g ly  aw are o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  s tu d y in g  

lo c a l  co irm unities a s  d e f i n i t e  types* In  many ways If^ddle was a ty p ic a l  

w oodland community in  Tudor and b t u a r t  tim es* though i t  d i f f e r e d  from some 

in  hav ing  r e l a t i v e l y  f&n c ra ftsm en  and o n ly  a h an d fu l cf d is s e n te rs *

Im p o rtan t changes took  p la c e  in  th e  p h y s ic a l  appearance  and economy o f  

th e  p a r i s h  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  period# The o p e n * fie ld s  were abandoned 

when o v e r 1*000 a c re s  were b ro u g h t i n to  c u l t i v a t io n  by  th e  f e l l i n g  o f  woods 

and th e  d ra in in g  o f  meres* and  th e  fa rm ers c o n c e n tra te d  upon th e  r e a r in g  

o f  b e e f  and a p a s to r a l  economy*

In  th e  absence  o f  th e  lo rd*  th e  p a r is h  was l e d  by s e v e ra l  f a m il ie s  o f  

m inor g e n try  o r  yeomen s tand ing*  who were o f te n  fre e h o ld e rs*  b u t who r a r e ly  

h e ld  la n d  o u ts id e  th e  pa rish*  The sm a ll tenem ent*farm ers were th e  back* 

bone o f  th e  community* b o th  in  term s o f  numbers and o f  long* residence*  They 

were g ra n te d  s e c u r i t y  w ith  9 9 -y e a r  le a s e s  d e te rm in ab le  upon th re e  l iv e s *  

and s e v e r a l  o f th e s e  fa m ilie s  w ere r e s id e n t  i n  th e  p a r is h  th ro u g h o u t th e  

period*

I n  196j) th e r e  w ere on ly  househo lds in  the  p a rish *  b u t by 1672 th e re  

were a t  l e a s t  9% fa m ilie s*  The in c re a s e  was la r g e ly  due to  im m igrant 

lab o u re rs*  I n  th e  e a r ly - s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  la b o u re rs  form ed on ly  7 p e rc e n t 

o f  th e  popu la tion*  b u t  by th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th ey  acco u n ted  f o r  

n e a r ly  40 percen t#



R ichard  Gough*a unique book has been  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  study*  w ith  

m anorial* e c c le s i a s t i c a l*  and p a ro c h ia l  re c o rd s  add ing  g r e a t ly  t o  w hat 

he had to  say# V/ith th e  a id  o f  Gough* a l l  th e  f a m il ie s  i n  th e  community 

have been  s tu d ied *  o f te n  in  g r e a t  d e ta i l#  In  t h i s  way* la r g e  and  coo^lex  

changes can b e  described*  end th e  scope  o f  economic h i s to r y  can  be ex

pended to  in c lu d e  th e  approaches o f  th e  s o c i a l  a n th ro p o lo g is t*  so  t h a t  in  

th e  f i n a l  c h a p te r  th e  m ental w orld  o f  th e  community i s  e x p lo re d  a s  f a r  a s  

th e  so u rc es  w i l l  allow#



I  am most g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  h e lp  1 have re c e iv e d  from 

i r o f e s s o r  j .# li* P v e r i tt  who has su p e rv ise d  th i s  s tu d y . I  am 

g r a te fu l*  too* to  mÿ form er su p e rv iso r*  I r o f e s s o r  À#G*Hoskins* 

who in tro d u c e d  me to  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  R ichard  Gough.

I  would l i k e  to  thank  th o se  c o lle a g u e s  who have h e lp ed  me 

w ith  p a r t s  o f  C hap te r I I .  R ich a rd  : oK inley h e lp e d  to  e x p la in  

th e  c o m p le x itie s  o f  th e  v a rio u s  tenu res*  and 'd c h a e l  W ith w a ite  

n o t on ly  su rv ey ed  two b u i ld in g s  b u t  mde many u s e fu l  g e n e ra l  

comments on th e  su rv iv in g  a rc h i te c tu re *  ivrs. i^&rston o f  th e  

Tan house* and and r s .  j^hatham o f The Caks were most o b lig in g  

i n  a llo w in g  us in s id e  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty .

The s t a f f s  o f  th e  S h ro p sh ire  Record O ff ic e  and  th e  L ic h f ie ld  

J o i n t  Record O ff ic e  have been b o th  h e lp fh l  and cou rteous*  and th e  

fo rm er re c to r*  Rev. A *J.Lyling* k iM ly  a llow ed  me t o  examine th e  

p a r is h  re c o rd s  in  th e  com fort o f  h is  own house.



I f  any man s h a l l  blame mee f o r  th a t  I  have d e c la re d  th e  

v ic io u s e  l iv e s  o r  a c t io n s  o f t h e i r e  A ncesto rs*  l e t  him ta k e  c a re  to  

av o id  such e v i l  courses*  t h a t  hee le a v e  n o t a b lem ish  on h i s  name 

when he  i s  dead* and l e t  him know th a t  I  have w r i t te n  n o th in g  o u t o f  

m alice* I  doubt n o t b u t some p e rso n s  w i l l  th in k e  t h a t  many th in g s  

th a t  I  have w r i t te n  a r e  a l l t o g e th e r  u s e le s s e ;  b u t  I  doe b e lie v e  

th a t  th e r e  i s  n o th in g  h e re in  m entioned which may n o t  by chance a t t  

one tim e o r  o th e r  happen to  bee n e e d fu l l  to  some p e rso n  o r  other* 

and* th e r e fo re  I  conc lude  w ith  th a t  o f  Rev. ïàc» H e rb e rt -

"A s k i l l f u l l  workemen h a rd ly  w i l l  r e fu s e  
The s m a lle s t  to o ls  th a t  hee  may ohance to  u se " .

Gough, p . 44*
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1.

INTRODUCnOI^

The ccninunity o f  Myddle would n o t have been  s in g le d  o u t f o r  s p e c ia l  

a t t e n t i o n  amongst lo c a l  h i s to r ia n s  had I t  n o t been  f o r  a rem arkab le  book, 

un ique  In  ou r l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h a t  was w r i t te n  by  one o f  I t s  le a d in g  I n h a b i t 

a n ts  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  century# I n  th e  y e a r  1700, when 

he began t h i s  book, R ichard  Q ou^  was a sm a ll f r e e h o ld e r  l iv in g  In  th e  

f a m ily 's  a n c ie n t  tenem ent a t  N ew ton-on^the-H lll#  he was b y  th en  a 66 y e a rs

o ld  widower, l iv in g  w ith  h is  two y oungest d a u g h te rs , Joyce  and Dorothy#

He had had e ig h t  c h l l d r w  In  a l l ,  b u t two had d ie d  In  In fa n c y , two had d ie d  

a f t e r  t h e i r  m a rr ia g e , a n o th e r  so n  was a g ro c e r  I n  Shrew sbury, and th e  r e 

m aining d au g h te r was m arried  to  a man In  a n e ig h b o u rin g  p a rish #  He was a 

re s p e c te d  f ig u re  In  th e  community, an  I n t e l l i g e n t  end  educa ted  man who had 

se rv e d  b o th  h is  p a r is h  and h is  coun ty  I n  an  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i ty ,  and  who was 

I n te r e s te d  I n  n a t io n a l  ev en ts  and I s s u e s  as w e ll  a s  In  a l l  th e  human d e t a i l s  

o f  l i f e  In  h i s  own neighbourhood# He was a w e l l- to -d o  yeoman, a s tau n ch  

A n g lican , and a s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t le m e n ts  o f  1660 and 1689# 

Thus, a lth o u g h  he  was a ju d ic io u s  o ld  man, he  spoke w ith  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  

ye Oman-f r e e h o ld e r ,  and th e  I n s ig h t  t h a t  one g e ts  I n to  h is  lo c a l  s o c ie ty  I s  

o b ta in e d  from a d e f i n i t e  p o in t  o f  view ; one does n o t know th e  a t t i t u d e s  

and thou g h ts  o f  th e  la b o u re rs  and p o o r husbandmen o f  h i s  conmunlty#

Gough s t a r t e d  by w r i t in g  a b o u t th e  A n tio u ltV es  and Memovres o f  th e  
1

i a r i s h  o f  ^yddle I n  much th e  same v e in  a s  Camden ( t o  whom he r e f e r r e d )  end

1# H is book was f i r s t  p u b lish e d  In  a n  Im p e rfec t form  In  1834* The 
com plete v e rs io n  was p u b lish e d  In  1875, and , a g a in . In  1968#



2.

th e  o th e r  a n t iq u a r ia n s  o f th e  se v e n te e n th  century# He d e sc r ib e s  th e  

s i t u a t i o n  and bounds o f  th e  p a r i s h ,  th e  church  a t  Iv^ddle and th e  ch ap e l 

a t  H ad n a ll, th e  p a tro n s ,  the  r e c t o r s ,  th e  c le r k s ,  and th e  fe e s  and th e  

dues# He th en  goes on to  w r i te  ab o u t th e  lo r d s h ip ,  th e  owners o f  th e  

manor, th e  c a s t l e ,  p a rk , and  w arren , th e  m eres, commons and h ighw ays, and 

th e  m anoria l customs# He concludes w ith  some rem arks on th e  Involvem ent 

o f  th e  p a r is h  In  th e  C iv i l  Viare#

a11 t h i s  I s  o f  some I n t e r e s t  to  th e  h i s t o r i a n ,  b u t what fo llo w s made

G ough's book one o f  th e  most v a lu a b le  so u rces  f o r  th e  stu<%y o f  l a t e - S t u a r t

England t h a t  one c o u ld  w ish to  find#  I n  1701, under th e  t i t l e  o f

O b se rv a tio n s  co n ce rn in g  th e  t e s t e s  In  lylyddle and th e  fam lly es t o  w hich th ey

b e lo n g , he w ro te  th e  In d iv id u a l h i s t o r i e s  " o f  a l l ,  o r  m ost p a r t  o f  th e
2

fam lly e s  in  t h i s  s id e  o f  th e  p a rish "#  The m ajor p a r t  o f  t h i s  work was 

com pleted  w ith in  th e  y e a r ,  b u t  he  c o n tin u e d  to  add b i t s  u n t i l  I 706# When 

h e  had f in is h e d ,  he  had produced a book t h a t  I s  u n su rp assed  In  d e s c r ib in g  

th e  l iv e s  o f th e  o rd in a ry  peop le  o f  th e  la  te - s e v e n te e n th  o en tu ry  -  th e  

conqplete range o f  a lo c a l  conmunlty# So o f te n ,  h i s to r ia n s  a r e  o n ly  a b le  to  

w r i t e  ab o u t th e  g r e e t  and th e  m igh ty , because th e  re c o rd s  o f  th e  humble and 

lo w ly  a r e  so  s c a n ty , b u t  h e re . In  Gough, I s  a v iv id  p o r t r a i t  o f  a conm unlty

o f  men, women, and c h i ld re n  th a t  en ab les  one to  se e  what I t  was l i k e  f o r

th e  o rd in a ry  v i l l a g e r  to  l i v e  In  a t  l e a s t  one p a r t  o f  England th re e  hundred 

y e a r s  ago#

Gough was w r i t in g  from h i s  own mwnories,  r e c a l l i n g  th e  numerous and 

2# Gough, p#44#



3 .

v a r ie d  in c id e n ts  he  had seen  th rough  w hat was then  a lre a d y  a r e l a t i v e l y  

long  l i f e #  He a ls o  reco u n ted  some s t o r i e s  t h a t  had  been  p assed  on to  

him by h is  a n c w to r s  o r  had become p a r t  o f  th e  f o lk - lo r e  o f  th e  community# 

Some o f  h is  s t o r i e s  a r e  scan d a lo u s , sane  v i r tu o u s ,  b u t a l l  o f  them  a re  

human and th e  s o r t  o f  ta le s  th a t  b u lk  la r g e  in  th e  ra n ln is c e n c e s  o f  people  

l iv in g  i n  r u r a l  com m unities today# But w hat makes h is  work a g r e a t  one, 

and w hat g iv es  i t  c o h es io n , i s  h i s  se n se  o f  h i s to r y  and h i s  c o n c e n tra tio n  

upon th e  h i s to r y  o f  h i s  community* H is a s id e s  show t h a t  he c o n s u lte d  th e  

v a r io u s  fa m ilie s  whose p e d ig re e s  he was un su re  o f ,  he  examined th e  p a r is h  

r e g i s t e r s  and  th e  m an o ria l c o u r t  r o l l s ,  he d e sc r ib e d  changes In  th e  lo c a l  

la n d sc a p e , he p u z s le d  over th e  meaning o f  p lace-nam es, b u t  above a l l  he was 

alw ays conscious o f  b o th  th e  contem porary and h i s t o r i c a l  bonds o f  th e  comm

u n ity #

The on ly  fo rm al occasions when th e  whole o f  t h i s  community m et to g e th e r  

w ere  when d iv in e  s e rv ic e s  were h e ld  i n  th e  p a r is h  church# Upon th e s e  

o c c a s io n s  ( a s  In  many p a r is h  churches) an o rd e r  o f  p recedence  i n  th e  s e a tin g  

a rran g em en ts  was s t r i c t l y  observed# S h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  R efo rm ation  th e  

g e n try  f a m ilie s  began to  I n s t a l  p r iv a te  pews In  th e  nave, and th ey  w ere 

fo llo w ed  by th e  fa rm ers  and c ra ftsm en , and  e v e n tu a lly  by th e  la b o u re rs#  Jhe 

r i g h t  to  th e se  s e a t s  descended w ith  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  farm  

o r  c o tta g e  to  which th e y  b e lo n g ed , and In  t h i s  way th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  

th e  community was fo rm alised#  The g e n try  w ere s e a te d  In  th e  m ost prom inent 

p la c e s  a t  th e  f r o n t ,  and  th e  c o t ta g e r s  w ere crowded I n to  th e  so u th -w e s t 

co rn er#  Such Im portance was a t ta c h e d  t o  th e se  m a tte rs  t h a t  s p e c ia l  p a r is h



4«

m eetings had to  b e  c a l le d  In  case s  o f  d isp u te  o r  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  a new 

pew* These s e a t in g  arrangem ents form  th e  p la n  o f  Gough's book. He tak e s  

each pew In  tu r n  and w r i te s  a b o u t th e  In d iv id u a l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  th e  fa m ilie s  

to  which th ey  belong* T h is  I s  th e  c e n t r a l  theme o f  h i s  book and  th e  

u n ify in g  f a c to r  i n  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  comnunity* I t  i s  t h i s ,  a s  much as any

th in g  e ls e ,  t h a t  marks o f f  Tudor and d t u a r t  i ^ d d le  from modern so c ie ty *

G ough's w r i t in g s  have been supplem ented w ith  a l l  th e  o th e r  so u rc es  t h a t  

a re  a v a i la b le  to  th e  modern h i s t o r i a n ,  and I t  i s  hoped t h a t  a g r e a t  dea l 

has been  added to  w hat Gough had  to  say* An a tte m p t has b een  made to  s tu d y  

in  depth  a l l  th e  a s p e c ts  o f  t h i s  r u r a l  community f o r  a p e r io d  o f  ab o u t s ix  

g e n e ra t io n s , betw een 1524 and 1701* There a r e  two th e o r e t i c a l  o b je c tio n s  

to  th is*  In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e . I t  may be asked  w hether Myddle was In  any 

r e a l  se n se  a community, o r  w h e th er th e  u n i t  o f  th e  p a r is h  was m ere ly  a l % a l  

framework w ith  an  a r t i f i c i a l  boundary* And, se c o n d ly . I t  may b e  q u e s tio n e d  

w hether th e  p e r io d  1524*17Gl has any v a l i d i t y  a s  a u n i t  o f  s tu d y , o r  w hether 

t h i s ,  to o . I s  an  a r b i t r a r y  d iv is io n  th a t  has been  c re a te d  s o le ly  by th e  

chance s u rv iv a l  o f  u s e fu l  records*  The f i r s t  o b je c t io n  l a  more e a s i l y  d e a l t  

w ith  th a n  th e  second*
3

tSyddle was a l a r g e  p e r is h  o f  4 ,6 ? 1  a c r e s ,  c o n ta in in g  s ix  tow nsh ips 

whose b o u n d a rie s  and o rg a n is a t io n  were a lre a d y  anomalous by  th e  s ix te e n th  

cen tury*  I t  was n o t  an  obvious g e o g ra p h ic a l u n i t  such  a s  th e  s In g le -to w n sh lp  

p a r is h e s  o f  th e  a r a b le  e a s t  M idlands, w here a l l  th e  I n h a b i ta n ts  w ere c lu s te r e d  

to g e th e r*  There was a l s o  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n ta c t  and  I n t e r m a r r i a g e  betw een

3* T h is ac reag e  ex c lu d es th e  C hapelry  o f  H adnall.
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p e o p le  o f  ne ig h b o u rin g  p a rish es*  The peop le  o f  Myddle had o f te n  l iv e d  in ,  

worked i n ,  o r  v i s i t e d  many o f  th e  su rro u n d in g  v i l l a g e s  and h a m le ts , and 

th e y  w ere c e r t a in ly  consc ious o f  b e lo n g in g  to  a w id e r community than  t h a t  

o f  th e  p arish *  They a l s o  had some se n se  o f  coun ty  s o l i d a r i t y  and spc^e  

o f  I t  a s  t h e i r  'co u n try * *  T h e ir  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i o n s  came from a f a i r l y  

w ide a re a  In  N orth S h ro p s h ire , and  th e y  were f a m i l ia r  w ith  ev en ts  and  

g o s s ip  from t h i s  w id e r d i s t r i c t .

b u t  on ly  In  t h e i r  own p a r is h  d id  th ey  know everyone* Gough was fam

i l i a r  w ith  th e  d e ta i l e d  h i s t o r i e s  o f  f a m ilie s  from a l l  th e  s ix  tow nsh ip s, 

even though some o f  them l iv e d  two m ile s  away* He, h im s e lf ,  l iv e d  In  one 

o f  th e  sm a ll to w n sh ip s , a m ile  from th e  p a r is h  ch u rch , b u t  he  d e f i n i t e l y  

th o u g h t In  term s o f  th e  p a r is h  community* h is  whole book la  b a se d  upon 

th e  assum ption  t h a t  he  was w r i t in g  a b o u t a group o f  peo p le  w ith  a common 

h i s t o r y  and common i n t e r e s t s ,  and h i s  own s tro n g  p a ro c h ia l  a t t i t u d e  I s  r e 

v e a le d  when he r e fu s e d  to  ex tend  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i s  u n c le 's  a p p re n tic e s h ip
4

c h a r i ty  to  the  poor o f  H ad n all, w hich was an Independen t < ^ ap e lry  b o rd e r in g  

on h i s  own township* The p a r is h  framewozk m ight have been  in  san e  r e s p e c ts  

an  a r b i t r a r y  one, b u t f o r  many pu rposes I t  was th e  one th a t  m attered*  I t  

was on ly  In  th e  p a r i s h  church  t h a t  la r g e  nuohers o f  c o u n try  fo lk  met to 

g e th e r*  T h is gave them a sen se  o f  community and a c o n sc io u sn ess  t h a t  th e y  

b e lo n g ed  to  a v e ry  l o c a l  u n i t  w i th in  th e  f a i r l y  wide d i s t r i c t  w ith  which 

th e y  w ere fa m ilia r*

T his sen se  o f  community m ust have b een  g r e a t ly  s tre n g th e n e d  b y  th e  long

4* Gough, pp* 171- 74#
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r e s id e n c e  o f  s e v e ra l  f a m i l ie s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  yeomen and husbandmen o f  

th e  le a s e h o ld  tenem ents* Gough makes a d iv is io n ,  a cc o rd in g  to  s i z e  and 

v a lu e , betw een farm s, ten em en ts , and  c o ttag e s*  , Some o f  th e  farm s changed 

i'lands f re q u e n tly  and  a t t r a c t e d  o u t s id e r s ,  b u t  m ost newcomers were from th e  

w ider a re a  o f  n o r th  S h ro p s h ire , and few g e n try  fa m ilie s  were r e s id e n t  f o r  

s e v e r a l  g en e ra tio n s*  Ih e  concep t o f  th e  p a r is h  a s  th e  Im portan t lo c a l  

u n i t  was g iv en  g r e a te r  co h esio n  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e s e  farm s were u s u a l ly  

h e ld  by  m inor g e n try  end s u b s ta n t ia l  yecnnen who r a r e l y  h e ld  la n d  o u ts id e  

th e  p a rish *  (The A tc h e rle y s  and th e  Down to n s were th e  e x cep tio n s  to  th e  

g e n e ra l  ru le )  * Some o f  th e  c o t ta g e r s  w ere a l s o  r e s id e n t  in  th e  p a r is h  

f o r  rem arkab ly  long  p e r io d s ,  though, on th e  w hole, t h i s  c la s s  tended  to  be 

th e  m ost m obile o f  a l l*  The backbone o f  th e  community was form ed by th e  

tenem ent fa rm e rs , some o f  whose f a m i l ie s  l iv e d  In  th e  p a r is h  th ro u g h o u t th e  

1324-1701 p e r io d , w h ile  o th e rs  from t h i s  group I n h e r i t e d  t h e i r  h o ld in g s  

a f t e r  m arry ing  d a u g h te rs  o f  o ld  fa m ilie s  whose male l i n e  had come to  an  end* 

Gough's own fam ily  was e s ta b l is h e d  a t  Newton th roughou t th e  p e r io d , and he 

speaks r e s p e c t f u l ly  o f  th o se  whose names w ere even more a n c ie n t  th a n  h i s  

own i n  th e  lo c a l  reco rd s*  These f a m il ie s  p ro v id ed  c o n t in u i ty  and a se n se  

o f  permanence f o r  th e  community*

By th e  r e ig n  o f  h en ry  VXII th e  community was b eg in n in g  to  assume a 

s p e c ia l  Id e n ti ty *  Most o f  the  names In  th e  1324 la y  su b s id y  become f a m l l la f  

ones In  l a t e r  r e c o rd s ,  b u t th e  p o l l - t a x  r e tu r n s  o f  1379 show th a t  th e r e  had 

been  no such  c o n t in u i ty  du ring  th e  f i f t e e n t h  oentury* I t  I s  th e  s t a b i l i t y  

o f  a m ajo r group o f  f a m il ie s  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s
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t h a t  la  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  du ring  t h a t  period#  Im p o rtan t changes In  te n u re s  

du ring  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  h e lp e d  to  p ro v id e  t h i s  s t a b i l i t y  by making th e  

o rd in a ry  te n a n t s e c u re  In  h is  p o ssess io n s#  T his new s e c u r i ty  was 

by th e  c le a r in g  o f  im nense s t r e tc h e s  o f  woodland and th e  co nsequen t abandon

in g  o f  th e  open f i e l d s ,  which le d  t o  a p a s to r a l  form o f  economy# I n  t h i s  

way men c o n tin u ed  t o  g e t  t h e i r  l iv e l ih o o d  th roughou t th e  s ix te e n th  and 

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s#  There w ere , o f  c o u rse , o th e r  changes, e s p e c ia l ly  

when th e  p o p u la tio n  began  to  r i s e  In  th e  m id -sev en teen th  c e n tu ry , and  th e  

community was n ev er a s t a t i c  one, b u t  th e  p e r io d  1324-1701 can b e  se en  a s  a 

w hole , when th e  sm a ll ten em en t-fa rm er and th e  p a s to r a l  economy w ere th e  

d i s t i n c t i v e  fe a tu re s#

T h is way o f  l i f e  c o n tin u ed  f o r  a w h ile  a f t e r  Gough had w r i t t e n  h i s  book 

In  1701, b u t  soon th e r e  were changes o f  a fundam ental na tu re#  ^y th e  tim e 

o f  th e  T ith e  inward o f  1838 th e r e  had  been a l a r g a - a c a le  co n v ers io n  from 

p a s tu re  to  a ra b le  fa rm in g , and a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e n g ro ssin g  o f  th e  s m a lle r  

tenem ents# The w hole b a s i s  o f  th e  economy had been  r a d i c a l ly  a l te r e d #

The sm a ll ten em en t-fa rm er had l a r g e ly  d isa p p ea red  and  th e  community was 

s h a rp ly  d iv id e d  betw een a few r i c h  farm ers and th e  mass o f  th e  lab o u re rs#  

Most o f  th e  o ld  names had v an ish ed  and th e  c o n t in u i ty  had been b ro k en . The 

ty d d le  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  was v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  trcm th e  community o f  

th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s#

I t  would have been  an  I n t e r e s t in g  ta sk  to  d is c o v e r  e x a c tly  how t h i s  

happened, b u t  th e r e  a r e  no re c o rd s  to  enab le  one to  d a te  th e s e  changes 

p r e c i s e ly  o r  to  c a ta lo g u e  them In  any d e ta i l#  The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  cea se



8.

to  l i s t  o ccu p a tio n s  a f t e r  l6 6 o , th e  p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s  p e te r  o u t by th e  

m idd le  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , Gough o c n ^ le te d  th e  b u lk  o f  h i s  work in  

1701,  and , m ost im p o rta n t o f  a l l  in  t h i s  c o n n ec tio n , th e r e  a r e  no m anoria l 

su rv e y s  o r  r e n t a l s  a f t e r  I 636.  One can  o n ly  make g e n e ra l s ta tem en ts#  This 

p a r t i c u l a r  com nunlty canno t b e  examined in  d e t a i l  r i g h t  to  th e  end o f  I t s  

l i f e ,  b u t  I t  began to  ta k e  a new form  d u rin g  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , sM  th e  

d a te s  1524-1701 p ro v id e  a framework d u rin g  which a d i s t i n c t i v e  conm unlty 

was i n  ex is ten ce#
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a w fE R  1

( i )  The b i t e

The w indix^ f o r e s t  road  th a t  p a sse s  o u t  o f  Shrewsbury i n  a n o r th r  

w e s te r ly  d i r e c t io n  i s  an  a n c ie n t  r o u te  head ing  f o r  E llesm ere . F o r f iv e  

o r  s i x  m ile s  i t  tw is t s  tow ards th e  n o r th  u n t i l  i t  p a sse s  th e  wooded 

s lo p e s  o f  iim  H i l l  ( th e  m eeting p la c e  o f  th e  hundred s in c e  th e  re a rra n g e 

m ents o f  th e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry )»  and  s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  i t  d iv id e s , th e  r i g h t  

foric fo llo w in g  th e  e a s te rn  boundary o f  i^ d d le  p a r is h  tow ards ,.em, and th e  

l e f t  one c a r ry in g  on o v e r Harmer H i l l  tow ards E lle sm ere . T his b ranch  

d iv id e s  a g a in  a f t e r  on ly  a few hundred  y a rd s  in to  a H igher way a long  th e  

r id g e  and a Lower V,ay th a t  seeks s h e l t e r  under th e  s lo p e s ,  a lo n g s id e  w hat 

u sed  t o  be  a la r g e  la k e  ( th e  H ar-m ere), u n t i l  b o th  ways jo in  ag a in  on 

Myddle H i l l  and pass on o u t o f  th e  p a r i s h .

A nother ro ad , now much reduced  i n  s t a t u s ,  comes to  jo in  th e  E llesm ere  

ro ad  from  th e  e a s t ,  and a f t e r  accompanying i t  f o r  only  a very  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  

drops down th e  h i l l  t o  c a r ry  on w est th rough  ]<yddle v i l l a g e .  A i s  was 

once a n  im p o rtan t th rough  road  c o n n ec tin g  th e  m arket town o f  Oswestry on t h e  

. e ls h  b o rd e r  w ith  th e  new towns o f  M arket D ray ton  end hew port th a t  were 

s i t e d  r i g h t  on th e  e a s te r n  b o rd e rs  o f  th e  coun ty . Gough t e l l s  us t h a t  

" i t  was u s u a l ly  th e  way o f  th e  Newport b u tc h e rs  to  goe to  Oswalds t r e e  f a y r e ,  

and th e r e  t o  b^y  f a t t  c a t t e l l ,  and to  come th e  seme day backe to  % d d le

»na t o  l y  P t t  [ t h e  t o n .  # U  #.$«%» mt> o f  1650_______

1 . Gough, p . 91*
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2
co n firm s th e  ro u te  by naming i t  "D rayton  Way". B ut t h i s  ro ad  was much 

more a n c ie n t  th an  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e s e  m arket tow ns, f o r  i t s  ju n c t io n  

w ith  th e  E llesm ere  road  has g iv en  Myddle i t s  name. The Normans re c o rd ed  

i t  i n  Domesday Book a s  M u lleh t, b u t  th e  ijaxon name was M utla , and l a t e r ,  

?&ithla, b e fo re  i t  became Mdddle, and e v e n tu a lly  M iddle o r  Myddle. The 

name means "a ju n c tio n "  w here la n d  was c le a r e d  end a s e t t le m e n t  founded.

From th i s  p a re n t  s e t t le m e n t  c o lo n ie s  were s t a r t e d  i n  th e  su rro u n d in g  

c o u n try s id e , so  t h a t  by  th e  tim e  th e  p a r i s h  b o u n d a rie s  w ere f i r s t  marked 

o u t ,  no l e s s  th an  6 ,903  a c re s  came w i th in  i t s  l im i t s .  Over tw enty-tw o 

hundred  a c re s  be lo n g ed  to  th e  C hapelry  o f  h a d n a l l ,  w ith  which t h i s  h i s to r y  

i s  n o t  concerned . The r e s t  was d iv id e d  betw een th e  p a re n t  tow nship o f  

Myddle end th e  d a u g h te r  tow nships o f  Martcm, Newton, H o u ls to n , B a ld e r  to n , 

A ld e r to n , and S h o tto n . The o r ig in  and  developm ent o f  th e s e  tow nships i s  

d e a l t  w ith  i n  s e c t io n  ( i i i ) .

The church and  th e  c a s t l e  a r e  s i t u a t e d  a lm ost a t  th e  h ig h e s t  p o in t  o f  

Myddle v i l l a g e ,  away from  th e  ju n c t io n  and beyond th e  l^nchbrook  s tre am , 

on a l e s s  exposed and more d e fe n s iv e  s i t e .  The v i l l a g e  s t r a g g le s  down from 

th e  chu rch  tow ards th e  s tre am , and i n  l a t e r  tim es c r e p t  up th e  r id g e  on th e  

o th e r  s i d e .  Throughout th e  p e r is h  th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  la n d  i s  g e n e ra l ly  

ab o u t th e  300* c o n to u r  mark, d ip p in g  s l i g h t l y  to  th e  n o r th - e a s t .  I t  r i s e s  

to  j u s t  o v e r 400* a t  New to n -o n - th  e - H i l l ,  b u t  nowhere does i t  f a l l  below th e  

270* m ark. N orth  S h ro p s h ire  has a g e n t le  la n d sca p e , one t h a t  i s  s t i l l  r u r a l  

and  p e a c e fu l  f o r  th e  t r a v e l l e r ,  w ith  enough t r e e s  and  v a r i a t io n s  o f  c o n to u r

to  p le a s e  th e  ey e , w ith  th e  bol d  h i l l  o f  th e  Virekin r i # i %  d ra m a tic a l jy  to
2 . B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n .  Shrew sbury.
3 . E.Vi.Bowcodc, S h ro p sh ire  llace -N am es. Shrew sbury, 1923.
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th e  s o u th , and th e  m is ty  s lo p e s  o f th e  A e ls h  m ountains fram ing th e  w ide 

expense to  th e  west*

Myddle l i e s  a lm o s t a t  th e  so u th e rn  edge o f  th e  l a r g e  low land a re a  o f  

n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  and  C h esh ire , f a r  from  th e  Perm ines to  th e  e a s t ,  b u t  n o t  

too  f a r  from  th e  h i l l s  t h a t  bound i t  on th e  w e s t, and w i th in  s t r i k in g  d is t^  

ance  o f  th e  h i l l s  to  th e  so u th  o f  th e  county* I t  i s  a n  a re a  th a t  has been  

e x te n s iv e ly  g la c ia te d *  Two la rg e  io e - s h e e ts  met h e re  on t h e i r  way down 

from  th e  Lake D i s t r i c t  and th e  <«elsh M ountains, w ith  p ro found  consequences 

f o r  th e  la n d sc a p e , and in d eed  f o r  th e  whole farm ing  economy* Ih e  g l a c ia l  

d e p o s i ts  have l e f t  a g r e a t  v a r i e ty  o f  c la y s ,  sa n d s , and g ra v e ls ,  v a ry in g  

c o n s id e ra b ly  b o th  in  t h e i r  com position  and su r fa c e  form* The modem s o i l -  

map i s  a jig sa w  o f  p a t t e r n s  and c o lo u rs  t h a t  r e p re s e n t  th e  c o m p le x itie s  

fa c e d  by  th e  farm ers o f  t h i s  pa rish *  I n  p r a c t ic e  t h a t  m eant a lm ost every

one, f o r  th e r e  i s  s t i l l  no in d u s t ry ,  and today  many have to  t r a v e l  o u ts id e  

th e  p e r is h  to  t h e i r  jobs*

A lm ost a l l  th e  n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  v i l l a g e s  w ere s e t t l e d  by th e  tim e o f  

Domesday Book on o r  n e a r  th e  edge o f  th e  l i g h t  b ro w n -ea rth s  which occupied  

th e  g e n t l e s t  s lo p e s  and were th e  e a s i e s t  t o  c u l t iv a te *  T hick woods w ere 

u n l ik e ly  to  th r iv e  on th e s e  s o i l s ,  which w ere more l i k e l y  to  produce an  open 

canopy w ith  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  g rass*  Myddle was founded upon such a s i t e  and 

th e r e  were a lr e a d y  e ig h t  h id e s  o f  la n d  c le a re d  i n  th e  manor by th e  tim e o f  

th e  Norman Conquest* In  betw een the  v i l l a g e s  w ere expanses o f  heavy , i l l -  

d ra in e d  la n d ,  su p p o r tin g  on ly  th ic k  woods, g l a c i a l  p o o ls , end swamps* The

d is ta n c e s  betw een  th e  v i l l a g e s  v a r ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  th is  

u n in v it in g  t e r r i t o r y ,  w h ile  th e  narrow  ro ad s  t h a t  jo in e d  one s e t t le m e n t  to
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a n o th e r  tw is te d  end tu rn e d  round p h y s ic a l  o b je c ts  th a t  w ere  e a s i e r  to

c ircum ven t th an  remove* The o n e -in ch  Ordnance map r e v e a ls  even on a

c a su a l su rv ey  th e  lan d sca p e  and s e t t le m e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  a form er woodland
4

area* Myddle was n e v e r in  a f o r e s t  i n  th e  l e g a l  sen se  o f  th e  word ( th o u g h  

H adnall form ed p e r t  o f  th e  R rek ln  f o r e s t  u n t i l  1300), b u t  n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  

has a l l  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  one g e n e r a l ly  a s s o c ia te s  w ith  a f o r e s t  

zone* T here  a re  numerous sm e ll v i l l a g e s  and h a n ie ts ,  woods and w inding 

la n e s ,  p o o ls  and d ra in a g e  d i tc h e s ,  and  f r e q u e n t  l a t e  p lace-nam es ending  i n  

'-g re e n *  end *-cote* ( o r  * - c o t t* ) ,  w ith  *woodhouses*,  * Hayes*, 'N ew tons*, 

'-w o o d s ',  and 'Leasows* (a  n e s t  M idlands name f o r  a w oodland p a s tu r e ) ,  

in te rm ix e d  w ith  th e  h e a th s  and th e  mosses* The c le a r in g  o f  th e se  woods 

and th e  d ra in a g e  o f  th e s e  m arshes and m eres was pu rsued  i n  f i t s  and s t a r t s  

th ro u g h o u t ivnglo-Saxon and m edieval t im e s , and  in  a more o rg an ised  way 

d u rin g  th e  f i f t e e n t h ,  s ix te e n th ,  and se v e n te e n th  c w tu r ie a *  In  Myddle i t  

o ccup ied  a good d e a l  o f  tim e and energy d u rin g  a l l  th e s e  periods*

Ih e  b ro w n re a rth s  o f  Myddle p a r is h  a r e  m ain ly  th o se  o f  th e  C liv e  B e r ie s ,  

though some o f  th e  Hodnet S e r ie s  can b e  fo u n d  around  Newton, and th o se  o f
5

th e  Newport s e r i e s  a t  !<iarton* The C liv e  S e r ie s  e r e  " d is t in g u is h e d  by  th e  

warm brown c o lo u re d  s u r f a c e  p a ss in g  to  a g re y  o r  y e llo w ish -g re y  w ea th e rin g  

sa n d sto n e  a t  no g r e a t  depth"* They a re  w e ll-d ra in e d  s o i l s  and m ost s u i t a b l e  

f o r  a r a b le  c u l t iv a t io n *  The s i t e  o f  Myddle v i l l a g e  was w e ll-c h o se n ; i t  

rem ained th e  l a r g e s t  s e t t l e m a i t  i n  th e  p a r i s h ,  and M arten and Newton, th e

4* i . e .  i t  was n e v e r  p e r t  o f  an a d m in is t r a t iv e  u n i t  w here th e  k ing  o r  some 
l o r d  had  h u n tin g  r ig h ts *  .

3* The rem arks on th e  s o i l s  a r e  based  upon, E*Compton and  D.A. Osmond, The 
S o i l s  o f  th e  v̂em D i s t r i c t  o f  S h ro p s h ire . S o i l  Survey  o f  G ree t B r i t a in  
(M in is try  o f  A g r ic u l tu re  and F is h e r ie s )  ,  H .M .S.O ., 1954*
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two o th e r  p la c e s  i n  Myddle p a r is h  t h a t  a r e  on th e  b ro w n -e a r th s , were th e  

l a r g e s t  o f  th e  seco n d ary  s e t t le m e n ts  th a t  w ere c o lo n ise d  from  th e  p a re n t  

v illa g e *

The o th e r  main s e r i e s  o f  s o i l s  i s  th e  g l e y - s o i l s ,  c o n s is t in g  o f  c la y  

and loam , which a r e  found  i n  f l a t  a re a s  w here n a tu r a l  dx^ inage i s  u n s a t is 

fa c to ry  o r  a lm o s t n o n - e x is te n t .  N orth  S h ro p sh ire  l i e s  i n  th e  ra ii^ sh ad o w  

o f  th e  w e ls h  M ountains and i s  amongst th e  d r i e r  p a r t s  o f  B r i t a in ,  b u t th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  g l a c i a t i o n  meant t h a t  th e  a re a  had  a g r e e t  amount o f  s ta g n a n t 

water* A rab le  c ro p s  do n o t ta k e  k in d ly  to  th e s e  g l e y - s o i l s ,  and even where 

th ey  have now been  a r t i f i c i a l l y  d ra in e d  th e y  a r e  only  u sed  to d ay  a s  perm anent 

p a s tu re  ex ce p t f o r  o c c a s io n a l  l i g h t  p a tc h e s  th a t  a re  s u i t a b l e  f o r  growing 

com* The d a l< ^  d e r i e s  o f  g l e y - s o i l s  i s  found in  Myddle p a r is h  on th e  low - 

ly in g  la n d s  to  th e  s o u th , a round  A ebsoo tt and th e  H o ll in s ,  w ith  th e  Crewe 

a e r i e s  s t r e t a x in g  from  Myddlewood o ver a lm o st th e  whole o f  th e  n o r th e rn  p a r t  

o f  th e  p a rish *  T h is  l a t t e r  a re a  was th e  l a s t  t o  be c le a r e d  and d ra in e d , and  

th e  p lace-nam es o f  th e  i s o l a t e d  farm s -  Brandwood, B ilm arsh , B room hurst, and 

d le a p  (a  "m iry  p la c e " )  -  t e l l  t h e i r  own ta le *  Some o f  t h i s  la n d  iw nained 

te n a n te d  from  th e  l o r d ,  b u t  much was l e t  o u t to  freW io ld e rs  (from  a t  l e a s t  

th e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry ) and  e v e n tu a l ly  grouped in to  sm a ll townships*

In  th e  v e ry  lo w e s t a r e a s ,  around  Mar to n  Bool and  Harmer Moss, th e  s o i l  

i s  a p e a ty  loam* Banner was d ra in e d  d u rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  and  con

v e r te d  i n to  p a s tu r e  la n d  and  a tu rb a ry  ,  b u t  M arten Pool was l e f t  f o r  f i s h 

in g  end fo w lin g , and  today  adds a  touch o f  n a tu r a l  b e au ty  to  th e  r u r a l  scene* 

The p a r is h  boundary  goes t h r o u ^  th e  m idd le  o f  i t ,  and  t h i s  j o i n t  ow nership 

( th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  o f  m r to n  a l s o  had f i s h in g  r ig h ts )  may have p rev e n ted  any 

a tte m p ts  to  d r a in  i t*
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F in a l ly ,  in  t h i s  s h o r t  su rv ey  o f  s o i l  c o n d it io n s ,  m ention  must b e

me de o f  th e  o u tcrop  o f  sa n d s to n e  w hich ru n s  a lo n g s id e  Hanner Moss end

b re e k s  o u t a g a in  on Myddle H ill#  T h is  band  o f  rode n e v e r c a r r i e d  enough

s o i l  t o  su p p o r t  a c ro p , b u t  i t  h as  p ro v id ed  an  e x c e l le n t  b u i ld in g  s to n e  f o r

s e v e ra l  c e n tu r ie s ,  and when e l l  th e  o th e r  la n d  was used  up , n in e te e n A -

c e n tu ry  s q u a t te r s  found nooks and c ra n n ie s  in  w hich to  e r e c t  t h e i r  c o t ta g e s ;

a p ro c e ss  t h a t  i s  now b e in g  re p e a te d  w ith  modem bungalows#

T hese, th en , a r e  th e  b a s ic  s o i l  ty p e s ,  b u t  i n  a g l a c ia t e d  a re a  such

a s  t h i s  th e r e  a re  bound t o  b e  numerous v a r i a t io n s  upon th e s e  b a s ic  themes#

The modem s ix - in c h  O rdnance bu rvey  map marks s e v e ra l  f e a tu r e s  t h a t  w orked

to  th e  advan tage  o f  th e  farm er# C lay p i t s  a r e  marked in  th e  b row n-earth

zones n o r th - e a s t  o f  Newton and so u th -w e s t o f  th e  church# There a re  two

g ra v e l  p i t s  so u th  o f  B ilm arsh  and a n o th e r  on# i n  i^ d d le  j u s t  n o r th  o f  th e

house by th e  h ig h e r  w ell#  And th e re  a r e  two sand  p i t s  so u th  o f  th e  c a s t l e ,

a n o th e r  one i n  the so u th -w e s t c o m e r  o f  th e  p a rk , and a fo u r th  a t  Mar ton#
6

The s o i l  su rv e y  a ls o  rem axks # i a t  a l t e r n a t in g  bands o f  m arl and th in  sand

s to n e  known a s  s k e r r ie s  a r e  v e ry  w e ll  exposed i n  B ilm arsh  Lane# T here a re  

f i e l d s  c a l l e d  M arl F ie ld s  i n  t h i s  a r e e ,  end in  o th e r  p la c e s  w ith in  ü ie  

p a rish #  T here  was much t h a t  was to  th e  f a rm e r 's  advan tage  once h i s  la n d  

had  b een  drained#  I t  i s  a p ro sp e ro u s farm ing re g io n  to d ay .
7

Cough a ls o  t e l l s  u s t h a t ,  "T h is p la c e  has th e  b e n e f i t t  o f  good w a te r  

f o r  }&irton, b e s id e  th e  l a r g e  Meare t h a t  i s  n e a re  i t ,  h as s e v e r a l l  sp r in g s  

end pumps in  th e  tow ne, and  a c le a r s  b rooke  in  w in te r  tim e ru n n in g  a long  

p a r t  o f  th e  s t r e e t#  Myddle h as two f a i r e  w e l ls  i n  th e  common s t r e e t  b e s id e

6# S o i l  S u rvey , op# c i t#
7# Cough, p#175#
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pun^s and d raw -w ella , and a b roche  runn ing  o v e r o roese  th e  s t r e e t  a t  th e  

low er end o f  th e  Towns". The sm a lle r  s e t t le m e n ts  on th e  g l e ^ s o l l s  and  a t  

I ewton w ere l e s s  f o r tu n a te ,  f o r  th ey  "have on ly  p i t t  w a ter"  and a common 

w e ll betw een Newton, B a ld e r to n , and ü ld e r to n .  A l l  t h i s  h e lp s  to  e x p la in  

why l ^ d l e  was chosen a s  th e  o r ig in a l  se ttlem e n t*  I t  was a d e fe n s iv e  s i t e  

J u s t  o f f  two main ro a d s , w ith  n a tu r a l  c le a r in g s  and th e  b e s t  s o i l s ,  and 

w ith  a  p l e n t i f u l  sup p ly  o f  w ater* I t  a l s o  sh a red  w ith  the  r e s t  o f  th e  a re a  

" g r e a t  p le n ty  o f  f re e s to n e "  and abundant wood fo r  b u i ld in g  purposes*

( i i )  The Church and th e  r a r i s h

The Church o f  St* Be t e r  i n  i^ d d le  was a Saxon foundation* I t s  d e d i

c a t io n  and th e  la rg e  s i s e  o f  i t s  p a r is h  (n e a r ly  7*000 a c re s )  compared w ith  

i t s  n e ig h b o u rs  w ould have made one s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h i s  was so  even though 

th e re  i s  no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ev idence  to  p rove  i t*  The docum entary r e f e r e n c e s ,  

how ever, a r e  q u i te  c lea r*  A p r i e s t  i s  re c o rd e d  i n  Dcwnesday Book, and 

sometime b e fo re  th e  Norman Conquest th e  chu rch  had been g ra n te d  b y  v tarin  th e  

B ald  t o  th e  monks o f  Shrew sbury Abbey* The mozdcs never a p p ro p r ia te d  th e  

ch u rch , b u t  p re se n te d  rectozw  u n t i l  th e  D is s o lu t io n , when th e  advowson 

p a sse d  t o  th e  Chambres o f  P e t to n  and B a ld e r to n  H e ll ,  who in  tu rn  s o ld  i t  t o  

th e  E g erto n s s h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  pu rch ase  o f  th e  manor, c* 1600* From t h a t  

tim e i t  c o n tin u ed  i n  th e  hands o f  th e  lo r d .

N oth ing  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  f a b r i c  su rv iv es*  The o r ig in a l  tcw er was a s to n e

one as h ig h  a s  th e  w all* "p la te  o f  th e  n av e , w ith  a wooden s te e p le  on top#
8

B u t t h i s  c o lla p s e d  i n  1634» and th e  p re s e n t  s to n e  tow er was erected*  * The 

8* Gough, p#l2*
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r e s t  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  wes com plete ly  r e c o n s tru c te d  in  1744 end  e x te n s iv e ly  

r e s to r e d  i n  V ic to r ia n  tim es* So now, th e  on ly  co n n ec tin g  l in k  w ith  th e  

Saxon and m edieval church  i s  th e  u se  o f  th e  same commanding s i t e  by  the  

p re s e n t  b u i ld in g ,  c lo s e  to  th e  c a s t l e  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  v il la g e *

The s e a t in g  p lana  drawn up by  Gough su g g e s t t h a t  th e  o r ig in a l  church 

had no a i s l e s ,  f o r  h i s  n o r th  a i s l e  le a d s  s t r a i g h t  in to  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  

chancel* Then a s  th e  p o p u la tio n  In c re a s e d  and more sp ace  was needed, th re e  

a rc h e s  w ere knocked o u t o f  th e  so u th e rn  w a ll  and a new s t r u c tu r e  equal in  

s i z e  to  th e  o ld  was added , w ith  a g r e a t  window ad o rn in g  i t s  e a s te rn  end*

The p re s e n t  church fo llo w s th e  same plan* a  f u r th e r  in c re a s e  o f  p o p u la tio n  

i n  Myddlewood in  th e  l a t e  s ix te e n th  and th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  le d  to  more 

pews b e in g  i n s t a l l e d ,  u n t i l  th e re  were fo r ty -s e v e n  i n  a l l*  The church  was 

now ta k in g  a s  ma^y s e a t s  a s  i t  co u ld  h o ld , th e  so u th  doo r was perm anently  

c lo s e d , and  th e  fo n t  was moved j u s t  in s id e  th e  n o r th  door* And a s  w ith  any 

o th e r  c h u rc h , th e  gentry occup ied  th e  f r o n t  pews, th e  yeomen and husbandmen 

s a t  b e h in d  them, and th e  c o t ta g e r s  s a t  in  th e  fb r  c o m e r  a t  th e  back*

The x^ rsonage  house s to o d  on the  o p p o s ite  a id e  o f  th e  s t r e e t ,  n e x t to  

D odd 's tenem ent* The m anoria l su rv e y o r o f  1363 c la im ed  t h a t  i t  was con

c e a le d  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  l o r d 's  b u t was u nsu re  how i t  had become so* "The 

p a rso n  o f  Myddle w itiio ld e th  my lo rd  o f  a house and g a rd in e  i n  li^ddle towne* 

D od 's and t h a t  w eare a l l  one th in g e  and D od 's i s  my lo r d 's *  The parson  h a th  

b in  a good whyle i n  p ossession*  I t  was g ra n te d  to  a c le r k  o f  t h a t  church 

(how I  ken no t) and so  h a th  c o n tin u ed  lo n g e , b u t  some sa y  i t  was in  c o n s id e r

a t i o n  o f  a m arriag e " . The lo r d  took no s te p s  to  en fo rc e  h i s  c la im s , and th e  

9* Gough, p*43#
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house and  ga rd en  c o n tin u ed  a s  a f re e h o ld  w ith o u t even a c h ie f  r e n t .  In  th e  

1640' s ,  Thomas lAoore, th e  r e c t o r ,  " reg a rd ed  n o t  th e  r e p a i r e  o f  th e  p a rso n ag e- 

house and  b u i ld in g s ,  one la rg e  b a rn  w hereo f w ent to  ru in e  i n  h i s  tim e " , b u t 

h i s  s u c c e s s o r , Joshua R ichardson , " b u i l t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  parsonage-house  

which i s  th e  k i tc h e n  and th e  rooms below i t ,  i n  which hee  made u se  o f  so

much o f  th e  tim b e r a s  was l e f t  o f  th e  be m e  t h a t  f e l l  dcwne i n  Mr. i to r e 's  
10 11 

t im e " . The 1699 t e r r i e r  d e s c r ib e d  i t  a s ,  "The parsonage house , con

ta  in e in g  fo u r  bayes; th e  back house o r  k i l n s ,  one bay; th e  b a m , f iv e  bayes; 

th e  s t a b le  end b e a s t  house, two bayes . . .  th e  ga rd en  con ta  in e in g  ab o u t th e  

e ig h th  p a r t  o f  an  a c re ;  th e  fow l y a rd  conta  in e in g  j^ the  sa m e ] ; th e  y a rd  

con ta  in e in g  ab o u t a q u a r te r  o f  an  a c re ;  |J a n d ] t h e  f o ld  y a rd  c o n ta in e in g  

a b o u t a s ix te e n th  p a r t  o f  an  a c re  • • * " .  N othing rem ains o f  t h i s  o ld  b u i ld 

in g ;  # ie  o ld  and th e  new r e c t o r i e s  s ta n d  th e re  i n  i t s  place*

The p a rso n  had  no lan d  o f  h i s  own a p a r t  fjrom t h i s ,  b u t  h i s  p a r is h  cov

e re d  6 ,903  a c re s  and  th e  t i t h e s  made i t  a goodly  l iv in g *  L ik e  m ost woodland 

p a r i s h e s ,  Myddle was much l a r g e r  th an  th o se  i n  th e  a r a b le  e a s t  M idlands, b u t 

i t  was a l s o  one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  i n  n o r th  S hropsh ire*  The e re a  se rv e d  by

Myddle church  was red u ced  by a lm o st o n e - th i rd  when th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  Had-
12

n a i l ' s  Ease b u i l t  a chapel o f  t h e i r  own to  save  them se lves t h e i r  " th re e  

lo n g  m ile s"  w eekly t r e k .  B ut th e r e  was n ev er any endowment to  t h i s  c h a p e l, 

and  th e  m other church  je a lo u s ly  guarded  i t s  p a ro c h ia l  r i g h t s  o f  b a p tism , 

m arriag e , and b u r i a l  u n t i l  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry*  The 

in h a b i ta n ts  o f  H adnall m ain ta in ed  th e  ch ap e l and a m in is te r  by t h e i r  g i f t s ,

10* Gough, p*18*
11* L ic h f ie ld  J o i n t  R ecord O f f ic e ,  ^ V / 6*
12* The fo u n d a tio n  d a te  i s  unknown, b u t  th e  n o r th  and so u th  doorways 

a re  c*1190*
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b u t  they  w ere s t i l l  com pelled to  pay t h e i r  t i t h e s  to  th e  r e c t o r  end  to  pay

r a t e s  f o r  th e  r e p a i r  o f  Myddle c h u rc h , even though th ey  had no s e a t s  th e re .

They n a tu r a l ly  f e l t  a g g rie v ed  o v e r t h i s  and in  1693 p e t i t io n e d  th e  Bishop

o f  L ic h f ie ld  t o  o rd e r  th e  r e c t o r  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  "a  com petent c u ra te  to  reed

d iv in e  s e r v ic e ,  end  a d m in is te r  th e  h o ly  sacram en t" . The b ishop  r e lu c ta n t ly

r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  had no le g a l  power t o  do t h i s  and th a t  they  would have to  be
13

c o n te n t w ith  th e  £5 a y e a r  t h a t  th e y  g o t from  th e  r e c t o r  a s  " o f  f r e e  g i f t " .

The " t h i r t y  f a m ilie s "  o f  H a d n a ll 's  Ease c o n tin u ed  t h e i r  s e p a ra te  e x is te n c e  

and form  no p a r t  o f  t h i s  h i s t w y .

The e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  tow nships o f  th e  C hapelry  -  H ad n a ll, h as  to n , 

om ethco t, and  Hardwick: -  le a v e s  4»691 acres*  The p a r is h  b o u n d a rie s  r e f l e c t  

th e  p a t te r n  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  c le a r in g s  o f  th e  woods. Some farm s l i k e  the  

H o ll in s , o r  Brandwood, o r  S le e p  H a l l ,  a r e  o b v io u sly  l a t e  appendages to  the  

o r ig in a l  nucleus* A modem p la n n e r  would p u t them each i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t  

from t h a t  o f  Myddle, b u t when th e y  were f i r s t  c le a r e d  th ey  w ere s t i l l  c u t  

o f f  by woods and p o o ls  from th o s e  o th e r  s e t t le m e n ts  which look  so  much n e a re r  

to  them today* Gough devo tes a l e n g t l ^  s e c t io n  to  th e  b rooks t h a t  a c te d  a s  

p a r is h  bounds; some o f th e se  w ere la r g e  enough to  be  obvious n a tu r a l  f r o n t 

i e r s ,  l i k e  th e  Old M ill Brook a t  M erton, o r  S le ep  Brook, b u t  m ost o f  them 

were t i u y  and s lu g g is h ,  l i t t l e  more than  d ra in a g e  d i tc h e s ,  and se rv in g  a s  

bounds on ly  in  th e  absence  o f  more obvious fe a tu re s*  The boundary  in  th e  

e a s t  was d i f f e r e n t  i n  th a t  f o r  ab o u t a m ile  i t  fo llo w ed  th e  l i n e  o f  an 

a n c ie n t  sa ltw ay  headi%% tow ards Shrewsbuxy from  th e  C hesh ire  sa lt-m in e s*  But 

i n  th e  f a r  n o r th - e a s te r n  c o rn e r  beyond B ilm arsh  th e  p a r is h  boundary was pushed

13* Gough, p*13. P.R.O* C .2 ./B 4/63*
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back a c o n s id é ra b le  way beyond th e  t r a c k  t o  a n o th e r  stream * Gough was a t

g r e a t  p a in s  to  b e  e x ac t a b o u t th e  b o u n d a rie s , and i n  1626 R alph K in asto n ,

th e  r e c to r ,  was p re s e n te d  by h i s  churohwardena a t  th e  b i s h o p 's  v i s i t a t i o n
14

f o r  n o t  going  on th e  peram bulation* T his an n u a l w alk a ro u n d  th e  p a r is h  

was e s s e n t i a l  i n  m a in ta in in g  i t s  i n t e g r i t y  i n  th e  days b e fo re  th e r e  were any 

d e ta i l e d  maps, e s p e c ia l ly  i n  a woodland a re a  l i k e  n o r th  S h ro p s h ire  where 

th e re  was a l o t  o f  l a t e  s e t t le m e n t  and th e re  w ere few n a tu r a l  boundaries*

( i i i )  The Manor and  th e  Townships

Ihe L o rd sh ip  o f  Myddle d id  n o t co v er th e  whole o f  th e  p a r i s h ,  even when 

one excludes th e  d ia p e lz y  o f  H adnall* The tow nships o f  M yddle, k a r to n , 

Newton, and H ou lston  e l l  la y  w ith in  th e  manor, b u t  A ld e rto n , B a ld e r to n , and 

S h o tto n  w ere e i t h e r  s e p a ra te  i n  o r ig in  o r  c u t  o f f  a t  some rem ote end e a r ly  

date* To Gough end  h i s  c o n ta a p o ra r ie s  th e  combined u n i t  o f  B a ld e r to n  and 

th e  L o rd sh ip  o f  Myddle was known a s  " t h i s  s id e  o f  th e  p a r i s h " ,  w hereas A lder* 

to n  and S h o tto n , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  tow nships o f  H a d n a ll 's  E ase (H a d n a ll, 

H aston , Sm ethco t, and Hardwick) la y  w ith in  th e  L ib e r ty  o f  Shrew sbury and 

formed " th e  f a r  s id e  o f  th e  p a r i s h " . D esp ite  t h i s  te rm in o lo g y , th e  in h a b i t 

a n ts  o f  A ld e rto n  and S h o tto n  w orsh ipped  a t  th e  m other d iu rc h  and  n o t a t  th e  

o h ap e l-o f-ea se*  G e o g ra p h ic a lly , th e  d iv is io n s  do n o t make com plete  se n se , 

f o r  A ld e rto n  was p h y s ic a l ly  u n i te d  w ith  th e  o th e r  tow nships o f  " t h i s  s id e "  

and was co m p le te ly  c u t  o f f  from th e  x*est o f  " th e  f a r  s id e"*  An obvious 

dem arca tion  l i n e  w ould have been a long  th e  narrow  s t r i p  o f  th e  Newton-Shot ton  

boundary which i s  i n  f b c t  th e  o n ly  liid c  betw een th e  two m ajor p a r t s  o f  th e

p a r ia h ,  b u t  S h o tto n  c o n tin u ed  to  be a t ta c h e d  to  th e  p a r is h  chu rch  even _______

14* L ic h f ie ld ,  ^ V / l /4 8 *
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though i t  l a y  on " th e  te r  s id e " .  These p u z z le s  need  an  h i s t o r i c a l  r a ü i e r  

th a n  a g e o g ra p h ic a l exp lanation*

A t th e  tim e o f  th e  Domesday su rv ey  S h o tto n  was / jo in e d  to  a l l  th e  town

s h ip s  o f  th e  C hapelry  i n  th e  s e p a ra te  manor o f  H a d n a ll. The name was r e 

corded  a s  H a d eh e lle , t h a t  i s  H eadda 's  nook o r  c o m e r ,  frcxn an Old E ng lish
15

p e rs o n a l  name. The Saxon ow ner, Godwin, had been  d isp o sse s se d  and th e

manor g ra n te d  to  Osmund under R a in a ld  th e  S h e r i f f ,  who was th e  lo r d  o f

e lev en  manors w ith in  th e  Domesday hundred  o f  Baschurch* D uring th e  co u rse

o f  the  n e x t hundred  and f i f t y  y e a r s ,  la r g e  p a rc e ls  from  w ith in  th e  manor

w ere g ra n te d  to  Haughmond ^bbey . G i lb e r t ,  th e  L ord o f  H ad n a ll, gave th e

w hole o f  Hardwick and  a h a l f  o f  H adnall tow nship to  th e  abbey in  th e  1150* s ,
16

end h is  so n - in - la w , N igel B a n a s te r , made f u r th e r  g r a n t s .  Some o f  th e  

s m e lle r  f r e e h o ld e r s  a ls o  fo llo w ed  t h e i r  l o r d 's  exam ple. The B a n a s te rs  were 

to  become le a d in g  landow ners i n  Myddle a s  w e l l ,  and  i t  was p ro b ab ly  they  who 

w ere in s tru m e n ta l  i n  b u i ld in g  th e  o h a p e l-o f* ea se  a t  H ad n all.

The tow nship  o f  S h o tto n  somehow became s p l i t  o f f  from th e  p a re n t  m anor, 

b u t  rem ained a t ta c h e d  to  Myddle ch u rch . T h is  e v en t p ro b ab ly  to o k  p la c e  

b e fo re  th e  c h ap e l was b u i l t .  By th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  tow nship con

s i s t e d  o f  j u s t  one farm . But to  add to  th e  c o n fu s io n  Gough w r i t e s ,  " I t  i s  

th o u g h t th a t  S m ethco tt d id  fo rm erly  b e lo n g  to  t h i s  ferm e, and t h a t  th e se  two

made one manor; and  t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  S m ethco tt was c a l l e d  S h o tto n  S m e th co tt,
17

f o r  soe I  f in d s  i t  w ritte n " *  He a ls o  speaks o f  a  f u r th e r  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t ,  

15.  Bow cock , op* c i t*
16* R.v?*Eyton, Antiquities of SJbropshire» X. I860, p .44. 
17 .  Gough, p * 63*
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"One B ishop  Rowland was sometime te n a n t  o f  t i i i s  ferm e, t h a t  hee  was a Lord 

Ma ro l le r ,  and  t h a t  th e  p la c e  o f  E xecu tion  was on th e  banke betw eene b h o tto n  

end d m e th c o tt , w hich I  have som etim es, (though  s  e l  dome) h e a rd  c a l l e d  th e  

G a llo w -tre e  banke". There i s  o n ly  Gough to  g u id e  one on t h i s .  By th e  s ix 

te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e r e  was no m an o ria l o rg a n is a t io n  h e re  and  Sm ethcot was q u i te  

s e p a r a te  troai b h o tto n  and w ith in  th e  c h a p e lry . The two a re  n o t  rec o rd ed  

to g e th e r  a g a in .

The o th e r  tow nship  th a t  l a y  on " th e  te r  s id e  o f  th e  p a r i s h " ,  w ith in  th e  

L ib e r ty  o f  bhrew sbury , b u t  se rv e d  by th e  p e r is h  ch u rch , was a ld e r to n .  The 

e a r ly  form s o f  th e  name a re  A lv e rto n  (1195) end a lv e r to n rsu p e r-B y le m a rs
18

( 1 2 8 0 % )  ,  su g g e s tin g  to  Bowcock th e  ^ng lo -b ax o n  p e rs o n a l  name o f  A e l  fh  e re .

The change to  A ld e rto n  came n o t  from  th e  a ld e r  t r e e s  which ad o rn  th e  farm s 

to d ay  b u t  from  a n a lo g y  w ith  n e i^ b o u r in g  B a ld e r to n . But th e  d e r iv a t io n  o f  

th e  name i s  a m inor p u z z le  cooq)ared w ith  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  i t s  o r ig in  and 

r a i s o n  d ' t t r e  a s  a tow nship .

The p a r i s h  boundary  fo llo w s th e  o ld  sa ltw a y  ccmdng from th e  n o r th  th rough  

S le a p  and B ilm arsh  and  jo in in g  th e  Vvem-bhrewsbury ro a d  j u s t  to  th e  so u th  o f  

ix ld e r to n . T here  w ere on ly  th r e e  farms w ith in  t h i s  tow nship  and th e  p a r is h  

boundary  had to  b e  d iv e r te d  from  th e  s a l t - t r a c k  to  lo o p  round th e  back o f  

one o f  them, j u s t  a few y a rd s  away from  B roughton farm  i n  th e  p a r i s h  o f  th a t  

name# I f  th e  p a r i s h  b o u n d arie s  had  been  drawn up w ith  any re g a rd  to  n e a tn e s s , 

th e n  A ld e rto n  m ust s u r e ly  have been  u n i te d  w ith  th e  two n e ighbou ring  and  

a n c ie n t  s e t t le m e n ts  o f  Broughton and  Y orton , which w ere much n e a re r  to  i t .

B ut B roughton d id  n o t  become an  in d ep en d en t p a r is h  u n t i l  lo n g  a f t e r  A ld e rto n

18. Bowcock, op. c i t .
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wee founded , end by t h a t  tim e A ld e rto n  had become p a r t  o f  Myddle pariah*

The tow nship  i s  f b r  from be in g  un ique  i n  t h i s ;  f o r  th e s e  boundary  s e t t l e 

ments a r e  common i n  ex-woodland a re a s .
19

Blakewray w r i te s  t h a t  i n  1195-6 P ulk  f i t z  k a r in  s o ld  a ld e r to n  to  

Roger de  L ee , and t h a t  i t  was e v e n tu a l ly  g ra n te d  to  Wombridge lY io ry . At 

th e  D is s o lu t io n  i t  was s o ld  to  Salman Wlke who soon p a r te d  w ith  i t  t o  th e  

te n a n ts  -  th e  two Downtons and w e lte r  Amis, f o r  th e  tow nship  a lr e a d y  con

s i s t e d  o f  th r e e  fa rm s. I t  c o n tin u ed  to  form  p a r t  o f  th e  L ib e r ty  o f  Shrews

bury  an d  had a j o i n t  c o n s ta b le  w ith  Hardwick tow nship , which was a s in g le  

farm  i n  H a d n a l l 's  Ease more than  a m ile  d i s t a n t  on th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  

B roughton  and Y orton .

B u t a lth o u g h  th e  o r ig in a l  a ld e r to n  seems to  have had  no c o n n ec tio n  

w ith  th e  L o rd sh ip  o f  i^ d d le ,  th e  Downtons o f  a ld e r to n  H a ll  p a id  a n o m iw l 

p ep p er c o m  r e n t  f o r  45 a c re s  o f  f r e e h o ld  le n d  i n  A ld e rto n  to  th e  L ord  o f  

Myddle* These 45 a c re s  formed a d e tach ed  p o r t io n  o f  th e  tow nship beyond 

th e  l o r d 's  lan d  a t  B ilm arsh  i n  th e  f a r  n o r th - e a s te r n  t i p  o f  Myddle p a r i s h .  

The 1602 su rv ey  o f  Myddle L ordsh ip  r e f e r r e d  to  i t  a s  " d iv e r s  p a s tu re s  and 

meadows ly in g  i n  th e  L o rd sh ip  o f  M iddle betw een B ilm arsh  and T i l l e y  p a rk " , 

and a t  t h a t  c o u r t  Thomas Downton produced  th e  o r ig in a l  deed  whereby one o f  

th e  L ords B trange  g ra n te d  t o  John  de la  L ee, k n ig h t .  L o rd  o f  A lv e rto n e , a l l  

th e  la n d  te n a n te d  by R o b ert P o r te r .  As deeds w ere u n d a ted  b e fo re  th e  r e ig n  

o f  Edward I  (and  t h i s  one b e e rs  no d a te ) ,  th en  i t  m ust d a te  back to  a t  l e a s t  

th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu ry , b e fo re  A ld e rto n  p a sse d  from  th e  Lees to  T onbridge 

i r i o r y .

19. J .B .B lak ew ay , H is to ry  o f Shrew sbury Hundred o r  L i b e r t i e s . 1897» p . 207*
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Syton b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  w hole tow nship o f  A ld e rto n  was once a member

o f  th e  L o rd ah ip  o f  Myddle, b u t t h a t  i t  was s e p a ra te d  b e fo re  th e  tim e o f  th e

L ords S tra n g e . He q u o tes  a deed to  show th a t  d u rin g  th e  r e ig n  o f  R ich a rd

I ,  F u lk  f i t z  Vf&rin I I  s o ld  A ld erto n  to  Reyner de Lee (now Lea H a l l ) ,  and

th a t  i t  p a sse d  from  R eyner to  h i s  l i n e a l  d escen d an ts , Thomas, Thomas, and

John# F o r t h i s  la n d , th e  Lees p a id  an  annual sum o f  one pound o f  pepper#

He a l s o  quo tes a deed  o f  c .  1280-12% , whereby "John de L ee , son  o f  Ihomas

de L ee , g iv e s  to  S te p h en  de L ee, h i s  b ro th e r ,  c e r t a in  la n d  in  A lv e r to n  su p e r  
20

B ylem ars". I t  w ould seem from  a l l  t h i s  t h a t  th e  deeds Eyton q u o te s  o n ly

r e l a t e  to  th e  d e ta c h e d  p o r t io n  o f  45 a c r e s ,  fo r  which Thomas Downton showed

th e  g r a n t  ( o r ,  more a c c u ra te ly ,  th e  co n firm ation ) t o  th e  su rv e y o r  o f  1602.

These a c re s  undou b ted ly  la y  w ith in  th e  L ordship  o f  M yddle, b u t  th e re  i s  no

ev id en ce  t o  e x p la in  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  m ajor p e r t  o f  th e  tow nsh ip .

A f i n a l  c o n p l ic a t io n  a b o u t A ld e rto n  i s  b ro u g h t to  l i g h t  by an  u n d a te d
21

document i n  th e  a u g m e n ta tio n  re c o rd s  i n  th e  H ib lio  R ecord  O f f ic e ,  w hich  

re a d s , "The k in g  i s  s e iz e d  in  h i s  demesne, a s  o f  f e e ,  o f  end  i n  c e r t a i n  

m essuage[sj la n d s , ten em en ts , w ith  a p p u rten an ces , s e t ,  ly in g ,  and b e in g  i n  

A ld e rto n  and S h i f n a l  i n  th e  coun ty  o f  Salop  g iven  to  and  f o r  th e  m ain tenance  

o f  one [ s t i p e n ^ r y ^  p r i e s t  . . .  ly in g  w ith in  th e  p a r is h  church  o f  F e s a l l " ,  

w ith  a y e a r ly  v a lu e  o f  - I s -  8 d . ,  w hich John Downton, John  Amis, and 

George Downton " h a th  e n te re d  . . .  c la im in g  th e  same to  be  t h e i r  own p ro p e r  

in h e r i ta n c e " .  T here  do n o t seem to  b e  any o th e r  re c o rd s  t h a t  sh ed  l i g h t  

on t h i s  m a tte r ,  and  a s  A ld e rto n  c o n tin u e d  to  com prise j u s t  th r e e  farm s h e ld  

by th e  two Downtons and th e  aioLb fa m ily , th e  d isp u te  was p ro b ab ly  c le a r e d  up

to . . t

2 0 . Ç y to n ,J t ,  7 9 . 8 0 . g.5Slls|\+.
21 . P .R .O . A ugm entation^ ^  The s p e l l in g  has been m odern ised .
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The rem ain ing  tow nship  t h a t  la y  o u ts id e  th e  L o rd sh ip  o f  Myddle was

B alderton*  U n lik e  A ld e rto n  and S h o tto n , however, i t  hod no ccm neotion w ith

th e  L ib e r ty  o f  Shrewsbury* " B e id e r 's  tun" was a sm a ll  Anglo-Saxon e s t a t e

o f  a b o u t 275 a c re s  t h a t  was un reco rd ed  in  Domesday.Book. Eyton b e l ie v e d

t h a t  tw o - th ird s  o f  i t  was p robab ly  s e p a ra te d  from  Myddle b e fo re  th e  tim e  o f

th e  f i r s t  L ord  S tr a n g e ,  and annexed (w ith  S leep  H a ll)  t o  th e  fe e  o f  Hussey

o f  A lb r ig h t  H ussey. liie  o th e r  t h i r d  p assed  to  th e  L ords S tra n g e  and was

g ra n te d  by them in  1175 to  a W illiam  F i tz  W alte r o f  S he lvock . F ou r y e a rs

l a t e r ,  t h i s  v .i ll ia m  gave h i s  p a r t  t o  Haughmond Abbey, and  t h i s  was confirm ed

by th e  L ords S tra n g e . F iv e  deeds f o r  th e  p e r io d  1216-30 show how th e
22

abbey l e t  t h e i r  le n d s  to  t e n a n ts .  John L 'E s tra n g e  I I  a ls o  g ra n te d  h a l f  a 

v i r g a t e  i n  W ebsco tt ( 1178-80) t o  th e  Abbey, w ith  ocesnon p a s tu re  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  f e e  o f  Myddle f o r  th e  l iv e s to c k  o f  th e  a b b o t 's  te n a n ts  a t  B a ld e r to n  

and V iebscott. Some tim e l a t e r ,  th e  m ajor p a r t  o f  B a ld e r to n , to g e th e r  w ith  

a sm a ll  p a r t  o f  V iebscott, a ls o  p a sse d  to  Haughmond Abbey, w hich a lr e a d y  

p o sse sse d  th e  m anor o f  Hardwick and  p ro p e r ty  i n  H adnall and  n e ig h b o u rin g  

G r in s h i l l .
I

Haughmond Abbey was d is s o lv e d  in  1541 and i t s  p ro p e r ty  s o ld  o f f  d u rin g  

th e  n e x t two y e a r s .  I t s  la n d s  i n  B a ld e rto n  tow nsh ip  w ere s o ld  w ith  Hardwidc 

manor, f o r  i n  th e  l a t e  s ix te e n th  and se v en te en th  c e n tu r ie s  th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  

o f  B a ld e r to n  p a id  an annual c h ie f  r e n t  and a " b e s t  b e a s t"  h e r i o t  t o  th e  L ord 

o f  H ardw ick. (The c h ie f  r e n t  o f  H ayw ard's tenem en t was iDL4 p e r  annum, so

i t  was by  no means a  nom inal o n e .) They a ls o  a t te n d e d  th e  Hardwick C ourt

üMon but o n . under th# Jurl»dlotloB of th t Court Lwt for th . ___

22. Ijy ton , X , 7 2 , 76. Gough i s  wroi% on th i s .
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I im h i l l .  By th e  m idd le  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  tenem ents w ere en

g ro s s e d  in to  th e  B e l l  e s t a t e ,  which was a lre a d y  one o f  th e  c h ie f  s e a t s  o f  

th e  p a r i s h .

W ebscott and  B leep  B a ll  were two o u tly in g  farm s a t  o p p o s ite  ends o f  th e

p a r i s h ,  each s e p a ra te d  from th e  p a re n t  tow nsh ip . Both were f r e ^ o l d s  h e ld

a t  sm a ll  c h ie f  r e n t s  o f  Myddle lo r d s h ip .  (Only sm a ll p a r t s  o f  m ebsco tt had

been g ra n te d  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  fo u n d a tio n , and B leap  B a ll  had n e v e r been

a l i e n a te d ^ .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  se e  why e i t h e r  o f  them was jo in e d  to  th e

tow nship  o f  B a ld e r to n . The 178 a c re s  o f  mW)scott Fana la y  iom edia t e l y  to

th e  s o u th  o f  Myddle ü a rk  and would seem to  f i t  i n  p e r f e c t ly  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f

Kyddle tow nsh ip . I t  was s e p a ra te d  from  B a ld e rto n  by th e  rooky c l i f f  o f

Harmer and Myddle B i l l s  and  by  one o f  th e  open f i e l d s  o f  % d d le  and th e r e  i s

no d i r e c t  co n n ec tin g  ro a d  betw een th e  two p a r t s  o f  th e  tow nsh ip . Die name
23

i s  d e r iv e d  from "V iigbealdes so a g a" , th e  wood o f  a M ercian nob le  -  b u t  i t  

p a id  a nom inal c h ie f  r e n t  to  th e  lo r d  o f  Myddle and was n o t  an  in d ep en d en t 

e s t a t e .

S le a p  H a l l 's  a tta c h m e n t to  th e  p a r ia h  o f  Myddle i s  a s  much o f  a p u s z le .  

I t  was s e p a ra te d  by a b rook from th e  tow nship o f  S le ap  i n  th e  p a r is h  o f  

L opping to n , to  whose church  i t  was once d i r e c t l y  co n n ec ted  by th e  sa ltw a y . 

T here  was no such  easy  ro u te  to  Myddle chu rch . The sa ltw a y  co n n ec ted  th e  

h a l l  to  B ilm arsh  and A ld e rto n , and a c a r t - t r a c k  a l s o  wound i t s  way from  S le a p  

th ro u g h  Brandwood, b e fo re  i t  was o b l i t e r a t e d  in  modem tim es by  en a i r f i e l d .  

But o th e rw ise  S le a p  H a ll  was co m p le te ly  c u t  o f f  beyond th e  woods and  Myddle

23* Bowcock, op. c i t .
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F o o ls  i n  th e  n o r th - e a s te r n  t i p  o f  th e  p a r ia h ,  "a  m iry  p lace"  by th e  b rook .

I t  was a lw ays rem ote  from th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p e r is h ,  and i t s  owners l iv e d  f o r  

m ost o f  th e  tim e  i n  t h e i r  n a tiv e  C h e sh ire . A p la u s ib le  e x p la n a tio n  i s  

t h a t  b o th  S le e p  and v .ebsoo tt w ere c o lo n iz e d  from th e  p a re n t  v i l l a g e  o f  

i,^d d le  and  th e r e f o r e  w ere in c lu d e d  w i th in  th e  manor, th a t  by t h e i r  common 

d e s c e n t  to  th e  H usseys, B a ld e rto n  and S le e p  became u n i te d  (p o s s ib ly  a t  a 

tim e  when th e  le n d  betw een them was n o t  y e t  c le a r e d ) ,  and t h a t  p a r t s  o f  

V tebecott became co n n ec ted  w ith  B a ld e r to n  th rough  g r a n ts  to  Haughmond Abbey. 

Die tow nsh ip  o f  B a ld e r to n , in  o th e r  w ords, was p ie c e d  to g e th e r  a s  a r e s u l t  

o f  changes i n  ow nersh ip .

The rem ain d er o f  " t h i s  s id e  o f  th e  p a r is h "  i s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  by th e  L o r d r 

s h ip  o f  M yddle. T his manor had been  h e ld  by Seward b e fo re  th e  C onquest, 

to g e th e r  w ith  f iv e  o th e r  manors i n  B aschurch  ( l a t e r ,  l^im hiU ) Hundred, b u t 

th e  Normans gave i t  t o  E a rl R oger, who in  tu rn  g ra n te d  i t  to  R a in a ld  th e  

S h e r i f f .  The Domesday e n try  reads*  "T here a r e  8 h id e s . I n  demesne th e re  

i s  1 p lo u g h , and ( t h e r e  a re )  8 b o rd e rs  and a p r i e s t ,  and 2 F ren ch -b o rn  (m en). 

Vvood(land) I s  th e r e  f o r  f a t t e n in g  4C sw ine . There i s  la n d  (enough) f o r  20 

p lo u g h s. I n  the  tim e o f  King Edward i t  was w orth £6 and a f te rw a rd s  £4*

Now 70 s h i l l i n g s " .  T h is  b r i e f  and t a n t a l i s i n g  g l i n t s e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  show 

»  t h a t  th e  a rrangem en ts o f  th e  s ix te e n th  and  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  were 

a lr e a d y  foreshadow ed by th e  l a t e  e le v e n th  century* The lo r d  had h i s  

demesne, b u t  i t  was o n ly  one tw e n tie th  o f  th e  a v a i la b le  la n d , th e  m a jo r ity  o f  

p e o p le  w ere te n a n ts  o f  th e  l o r d ,  w ith  b o th  a r a b le  la n d  and p a s tu ra b le  woods 

to  farm ; and th e re  w ere th e  two Frenchmen who were no doubt th e  fo re ru n n e rs  

o f  th o se  f r e e h o ld e r s  who w ere so  p rom inen t by  th e  tim e o f  tiie  s ix te e n th  

c e n tu ry .
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The Lom ^day manor o f  Myddle was a c q u ire d  d u rin g  th e  n e x t c e n tu ry  by 

th e  L *E stranges o r  L ords b tr a n g e ,  th e  Norman L ords o f  K nockin who gave t h e i r ,  

names to  Ness S trange*  They w ere L ords o f  Myddle by I I 65,  and  n e a r ly  a 

hundred  y e a rs  l a t e r  th e y  added  E llesm ere  t o  t h e i r  e s t a t e s  a s  w ell# One o f  

th e  e a r l i e s t  l o c a l  re c o rd s  i s  a c o n firm a tio n  i n  1172 o f  a g r a n t  by th e  

L* E s tra n g e s  o f  th e  m i l l  o f  Myddle t o  Haughmond Abbey* T h is  m il l  had ooar 

p le t e ly  d isa p p e a re d  by th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and th e  l o r d  was u rged  by  th e  

su rv ey o r o f  I 563 to  b u i ld  a  new w indm ill so  t h a t  he  w ould p r o f i t  by  th e  t o l l s *  

The o r i g in a l  m i l l  was p ro b ab ly  a w in d m ill, f o r  th e  P inchbrook  s tream  lo o k s to o  

s lu g g is h  to  power a n y th in g  b u t  th e  s m a lle s t  u n d e rsh o t w h eel, and th e  m eres 

were s ta g n a n t  p o o ls  t h a t  co u ld  n o t  be  u t i l i s e d  f o r  t h i s  purpose* As f o r  

o th e r  m an o ria l p e r q u i s i t e s ,  a t  th e  Quo V .arranto en q u iry  o f  1292 th e  

L *E stranges c la im ed  in fa n g e n th e o f  o r  wayf f o r  Ü ie ir  manors o f  Ness and 

.Linton, b u t  n o t  f o r  Myddle* They on ly  c la im ed  f r e e  w a rren , and  t h i s  was 

allowed* By th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  t h i s  p r iv i l e g e  had  f a l l e n  in to  abeyance , 

end th e  l o r d  had  to  g e t  a new c h a r te r  f o r  a w arren  on Harmer H ill*

Myddle was one o f  th e  aeny manors i n  th e  B order Lone t h a t  was a M archer 

lo r d s h ip  d u rin g  th e  tim e  o f th e  V«elsh wars* L ike  S h o tto n , i t  had i t s  own 

g ib b e t on th e  h i l l  j u s t  o u ts id e  th e  v i l l a g e  w here b o th  th e  c a p tu re d  enemy and 

d iose who c r im in a l ly  t r a n s g re s s e d  th e  l o c a l  law s w ere sum m arily executed*

The o p e n - f ie ld  c a l l e d  H i l l  F i e ld  was fo rm erly  known a s  G a llo w tre e * f ie ld , and  

o ld  men i n  Gough's day c o u ld  s t i l l  p o in t  o u t where th e  g a llo w s had stood*

He sp eak s o f  a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  a l l  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  towns had  "a p ie c e  o f  

ground a d jo in in g  to  t h e i r e  h o u se s , w hich was m oated ab o u t w ith  a la r g e  d i tc h ,  

and fe n c e d  w ith  a s tro n g e  d i tc h  fence  and  p a le ,  w herein  th e y  k e p t t h e i r
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24
c e t t e l l  ev ery  n ig h t, w ith  p e rso n s  t o  w atch them ". The o n ly  m oated

s i t e  t h a t  su rv iv e s  i n  Myddle i s  t h a t  w hich su rro u n d s th e  c a s t l e ,  b u t  t h a t  

i s  h a rd ly  b ig  enough to  s h e l t e r  c a t t l e  a s  w e l l .  T h is c a s t l e  d a te s  back  to  

1306 when one o f th e  Lords S tra n g e  was g ra n te d  a l ic e n c e  to  c r e n e l l a t e  h i s
25

m ansion i n  Myddle -  n o t many y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  Edward I* s  c a s t l e s  

in  N orth  V«ales. ISyàdle was on ly  a few m ile s  from  th e  % elsh f r o n t i e r  and 

s e r io u s  m easures had to  b e  tak e n  to  d e fen d  th e  community. Indeed , on one 

o c c a s io n , i n  1234, Myddle had  been th e  scen e  o f  th e  s ig n in g  o f  a  tw o -y ears  

t ru c e  betw een  King Idw ard I  and  L lew elyn , i r i n c e  o f  Ab e r f  raw , and L ord  o f
26

Snowdon.

G e n e ra tio n  a f t e r  g e n e ra t io n  o f  John  L* E s tran g e s  c o n tin u e d  a s  L ords o f  

M iddle u n t i l  th e  male l i n e  f i n a l l y  f a i l e d  i n  th e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  an d  

th e  p ro p e r ty  passed  by m arriag e  to  th e  S ta n le y  fam ily , w hich was soon to  be 

d ig n i f i e d  by th e  t i t l e  o f  TCarls o f  Derby. The S ta n le y s  i n  t h e i r  t u r n  r u le d  

th e s e  e s t a t e s  f o r  j u s t  over a hundred y e a r s ,  u n t i l  th e  f i n a l  decade o f  th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  when th ey  s o ld  a l l  t h e i r  p o sse s s io n s  in  S h ro p sh ire  to  a 

r i s i n g  s t a r  a t  th e  rq y a l c o u r t ,  th e  L ord K eeper Eger to n . He was e v e n tu a lly

to  become L ord C h an ce llo r, and h i s  son  became th e  f i r s t  K a rl o f  B ridgew ater*  

Most o f  th e s e  lo rd s  were n o n - re s id e n t;  some o f  th e  e a r ly  L ords S tra n g e  may 

have l iv e d  i n  Myddle f o r  a few months a t  a tim e , b u t  n o t  th e  l a t e r  ones* The 

consnents made by  th e  1563 su rv e y o r on c o n ce a led  lan d s  and  a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  m ano ria l c o n tr o l  was n o t  a lw ays a s  s t r i c t  a s  i t  would have b een

had th e  l o r d  been l iv in g  there*  I t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  tim e  o f  th e  B rid g ew stsn

24* Gough, p*27*
25. P*R*0. C.C11.R.VI, 94.
26.  H* l e  o tra n g e . Le o tra n g e  R ecords, London, 1916, p . 101*
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t h a t  t h e  te n a n ts  f e l t  th e  e f f e c t  o f  a  dem endlrg lan d lo rd #

I n  th e  absence o f  th e  lo r d .  In d o le  c a s t l e  was th e  re s id e n c e  o f  th e

c o n s ta b le  o r  o a s t le -k e e p e r ,  and a ls o  th e  C o u rt House and th e  head farm  o f  
27

th e  denes ne# I t  se rv e d  a s  such f o r  two hundred y e a rs  o r  s o , b u t  when

S i r  R oger K inaston  was succeeded  a s  k e e p e r  by  h is  so n , Humphrey, th e  c a s t l e

was a llo w e d  to  go to  r u in .  "W ild Hum phrey's" r io to u s  and  d i s s o lu te  l i f e

ended i n  h is  b e in g  outlaw ed f o r  d e b t, and  he  was fo rc e d  to  abandon th e

c a s t l e s  a t  iCnookin and Myddle to  f in d  s h e l t e r  in  a cave a t  N e s s c l i f f .
26

L elan d  found th e  c a s t l e  " v e r i  ru in o u s"  when he v i s i t e d  Myddle c .1540 ; 

and to d a y , on ly  th e  r e d  san d sto n e  s t a i r c a s e  s ta n d s  in co n g ru o u s ly  on th e  h i l l ,  

su rro u n d ed  by th e  moat and  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  w a l ls .  A few y e a rs  a f t e r  

I s l a n d 's  v i s i t ,  a new demesne farm , th e  C a s t le  Farm, was b u i l t  a few y a rd s  

away. I t ,  to o , has a modern successo r*

The c a s t l e  and th e  ch u rch , to g e th e r ,  oonnsnded th e  f i n e s t  s i t e  i n  Myddle 

v i l la g e #  J%e o th e r  houses s t r a g g le d  down th e  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t  tow ards th e  

s tre a m , w ith  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  and th e  woods beyond# To th e  w est la y  Myddle- 

wood, and to  th e  so u th  end th e  e a s t  l a y  th e  demesne la n d s ,  m ostly  grouped 

to g e th e r  i n  "a p r e t t y  la r g e  p a rk s " . The b o u n d a rie s  o f  t h i s  pa rk  can  s t i l l  

be c l e a r l y  se en . A la n e  and th e  B aschurch p a r is h  boundary  dem arcate i t  on 

th e  w e s t , and  th e  H o ll in s  and .e b s c o t t  farm s a d jo in  i t  t o  th e  south# The 

park  was once w ell-w ooded b u t  s u c c e s s iv e  f e l l i n g s  had l e f t  o n ly  a copp ice  

by th e  m idd le  o f th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry#  There i s  no re c o rd  o f  i t s  e v e r  

h av ing  b een  a deer p a rk , and once th e  woods had gone, th e  la n d  was l a r g e ly

tu rn e d  o v e r to  p a s tu re .

27# Gough, p .26.
28 . L e la n d , V, p # l j .
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" I n  law and in  p r a c t ic e  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  c o u n try s id e  c lu s te r e d  around 
29

th e  m anor", and d e s p i te  th e  absence o f  th e  lo rd , i t  rem ained  th e  e s s e n t ia l  

u n i t  o f  l o c a l  governm ent th roughou t th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  

even though  th e  c i v i l  p a r i s h  was b eg in n in g  to  assume some o f  i t s  re sp o n s ib 

i l i t i e s  b e fo re  th e  end. The C ourt L e s t  was IV tnctioning e f f i c i e n t l y  th ro u g h 

ou t th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . The g ra n t in g  o f a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  f r e e 

h o ld  la n d  w i th in  th e  manor made l i t t l e  d if f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  work o f  the  c o u r t s ,  

though th e  n o n -re s id e n c e  o f  th e  lo r d  m eant t h a t  th e  combined in f lu e n c e  o f  

th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  was c o m p ara tiv e ly  g r e a t e r ,  so  long  a s  th e y  had a u n i te d  

v ie w p o in t. Gough w r i t e s ,  " I  suppose t h a t  a l l  th e  la n d s  i n  t h i s  L o rd sh ip  d id  

a t  f i r s t  b e lo n g  to  th e  L ords S tra n g e , f o r  I  have seen  th e  a n t i  en t  deeds o f  

most f r e e h o ld e r s  i n  t h i s  L o rd sh ip , end a i^ n g s t  every  m an 's deeds th e  f i r s t  

g ra n t  was from  L ord S tra n g e  . . .  he gave some lan d s  to  s e r v a n ts ,  p ro  bono

s e r v io io ,  and  some to  c h e p la in e s , s t i l l  re s e rv e in g  a c e r t a in e  y e a r ly  r e n t  and  
30

an H e r r io t " .  Die m an o ria l su rv ey s b e a r  te s tim o z^  to  th e  accu racy  o f  t h i s  

s ta te m e n t.

V ery  l i t t l e  la n d  i n  th e  tow nship o f  Myddle was made f r e e .  C a s t le  Farm 

and E ag le  Farm, c o v e rin g  some 625 a c re s  betw een them, b o th  be longed  to  th e  

lo rd  and  dw arfed th e  o th e r  farm s and tenem ents. The L loyds had a sm a ll f tp»»» 

h o ld , and th e  house a t  th e  h ig h e r  w e ll was a f r e e  h a lf^ te n e m e n t t h a t  b e longed  

to  th e  G it  t i n s  fa m ily . B ut a p a r t  from  th e  Parsonage a l l  th e  r e s t  rem ained  

in  Üie hands o f  th e  l o r d  and was l e t  to  te n a n ts .  B ut f u r t h e r  away from  th e

v i l l a g e ,  w here new la n d  was re c la im e d  from  th e  woods and m arshes, i t  was a

29* E .K e rr id g e , Agrarian Problem s in  th e  S ix te e n th  C en tu ry  end ^ f t e r .
L ondon, 1969, p . 33*

3C. Gough, p . 23*



31.

d i f f e r e n t  s to r y .  In  th e s e  new tow nships th e r e  was much more f re e h o ld  la n d  

th an  th e r e  was la n d  t h a t  was te n a n te d  from  th e  lo rd .

Newton i s  thie m ost obvious exan^ le  o f  a new co lony  b e in g  f o s te re d  w i th in  

th e  m anor. The lo r d  had j u s t  one tenem ent o f  79 a c re s  h e re ; th e  o th e r  th r e e  

farm s on th e  h i l l - t o p  w ere a l l  f r e e h o ld s . Indeed , th e  o r ig in a l  deeds o f  

Gough's p ro p e r ty  f r e e d  him "fnom a l l  r e l i e f s ,  h e r i o t t s ,  and  a l l  manner o f
31

a yds and s e c u la r  s e r v ic e s  and demands, e tc ."  H is o b l ig a t io n  was on ly  an  

an n u a l th r e e  s h i l l i n g s  c ^ ie f  r e n t .  The new tow nship in c lu d e d  Harmer Moss 

and th e  e x te n s iv e  common on Harmer h e a th  w hid i p rov ided  cheap p e a t  and good 

b u i ld in g  s to n e  a s  w e ll  a s  coimon p a s tu r e .  The in h a b i ta n ts  o f  Newton a l s o  

farm ed th e  Drcwn H eath i n  Harmer a t  2 s .8 d . a y e a r  each , and had p a s tu re  

r i g h t s  in  two de tached  p o r t io n s  i n  th e  woods betw een H ou lston  and Brandwood. 

Even a f t e r  th e  woods had  been c le a re d  th e s e  two sm all a r e a s ,  o f  2 6 a .0 r .3 9 p .#  

and 8a . l r . 3 i p .  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  c o n tin u ed  to  be long  to  Newton tow nship . Con

s id e r in g  t h a t  th e re  w ere o n ly  fo u r  o r ig in a l  farm s, no o th e r  tow nship was so  

favou red  i n  i t s  common r i g h t s .  But o f  a l l  th e  p la c e s  w i th in  th e  p a r is h  o f  

î^Iyddle t h i s  tow nship has seen  most change. The o r ig in a l  n u c leu s a t  Newton- 

o n - th e -H iU  i s  s t i l l  o n ly  approached by a narrow la n e  and has p re se rv e d  i t s  

s e c lu s io n ,  b u t  th e  e n c lo su re  o f  Harmer H eath end i t s  p o s i t io n  a t  th e  Shrews

bury  end o f  th e  p a r is h  has l e d  to  a l o t  o f  modem b u i ld in g  i n  th e  s o u ^ e m  

p e r t  o f  th e  tow nship .

fbarton was a n o th e r  s e t t le m e n t  t h a t  was c o lo n ise d  from  w ith in  th e  p a re n t  

manor. The e a r l i e s t  r e fe re n c e s  a re  o f  1178-1210 end o f  c . 1230 when th e

31. Gough, p .36.
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docum ents speak  o f  l a  Mere* t^ferton i s  " th e  farm  by th e  m ere", th e  la r g e

g l a c i a l  p o o l which a c t s  a s  a p a r is h  boundaiy* A nother document o f  c .1323

r e f e r s  to  B asaan e re , w hich i s  undoub ted ly  th e  eeme p o o l, f o r  Bassa was th e
32

uaxon s e t t l e r  who founded Baschurch*

The o r ig in a l  farm  was p robab ly  on th e  s i t e  o f i^arton  h a l l ,  f o r  t h i s  i s  

th e  b e s t  s i t e  and  th e  farm  i s  th e  l a r g e s t .  I t  was p ro b a b ly  h e re  t h a t  Jo h n , 

son  o f  . i l l i a m  de l a  ..lere, was l iv in g  i n  th e  l a t e  tw e lf th  oen tu zy , and where 

h is  g randson  and namesake l a t e r  d e sc r ib e d  h im se lf  r a t h e r  p r e te n t io u s ly  a s  

"Lord o f  M ere". as f a r  a s  th e  docuiaents show, no-one e l s e  ev er c la im ed
33

t h i s  t i t l e .  Gough, however, tho u g h t t h a t  th e  second  l a r g e s t  farm , M erton 

Farm, had once b e lo n g ed  to  th e  ne ig h b o u rin g  manor o f ««alford , and th a t  i t  

p a ssed  th ro u g h  m arriag e  from the  Hords o f  V islford and B tanw ard ine  to  th e  

fv inastons and  so  to  th e  Hanmera, who made i t  f re e h o ld . S im i la r ly ,  he c la im ed  

th a t  Thomas ,» righ t had  pu rchased  th e  fe e  sim p le  o f  h i s  tenem ent w hich had  

a ls o  d escen d ed  from th e  H ords. But botki th e s e  farms c o n s i s t e n t ly  ap p ea r in  

th e  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  L o rd sh ip  o f  Myddle; c h ie f  r e n t s  w ere p a id  and o r ig in a l  

deeds p re s e n te d  f o r  in s p e c t io n .  I t  may be  th a t  th e s e  la n d s  belonged  to  th e  

Hords a t  one tim e , b u t  th ey  were nev er p a r t  o f  t h e i r  Manor o f  W alford.

Of e l l  th e  tow nships w ith in  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle, l a r t o n  was th e  m ost 

com pact. I t  was su rro u n d ed  on th re e  a id e s  by th e  p a r is h e s  o f  Baschurch and 

l e t t o n  and  was cu t o f f  from  the  r e s t  o f  Myddle p a r is h  by e x te n s iv e , th ic k  

woods. AS a t  Newton, th e  f re e h o ld e rs  owned more la n d  th a n  th e  lo r d .  The

A tc h e r le y s  o f  M erton H a ll w ere th e  le a d in g  fam ily  i n  th e  tow nship s in c e  th e

32. Bowcock, op. c i t .
33 . Gough, p .43*
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e a r ly  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , and th e  hanmers w ere a ls o  p rom inen t g e n try  there*

The v . r l ^ t s ,  th e  IVeemans, and th e  Groomes a ls o  had fjreeh o ld  tenem ents* The 

lo r d ,  how ever, ex tended  h i s  lan d s  in  M erton when p a r t  o f  Myddlewood was 

f e l l e d  i n  th e  e a r ly  s ix te e n th  c en tu ry , and a g a in  a f t e r  th e  E nclosu re  Award 

o f  1813.

The rem ain in g  u n i t  w i th in  Xyddle L o rd sh ip  was t h a t  o f  H ou lston , though 

by th e  m idd le  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry  i t s  farm s had b e en  engrossed  and  i t  

had d is a p p e a re d  a s  a s e p a ra te  tow nship . B efo re  t h i s  had  happened Gough had
34

w r i t t e n ,  "H u lsto n  i s  an  h a m le tt in  th e  tcw neahip  o f  Igyddle; th e re  i s  a con

s t a b l e ,  b u t  n e i th e r  pound n o r S to c k es , n o r  ev e r was (a s  X b e e le iv e ) .  T h is  

was one e n t i r e  farm s, and  d id  beelong  to  th e  L ord  S tra n g , an d  was g ra n te d  to  

some c h a p la in  o r  s e rv a n t" .  By ^ e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  farm  was d iv id e d  

in to  fo u r  te n e m e n ts , and a s  one was imich l a r g e r  th a n  th e  o th e r s  Gough's con 

te m p o ra r ie s  th o u g h t t h a t  th e  o r ig in a l  e s t a t e  had  been  sh a re d  o u t betw een 

f iv e  s i s t e r s ,  though th e  p ro o f  o f  t h i s  i s  la c k in g . Each o f  the  fo u r  te n e 

ments was f r e e h o ld  h e ld  o f  th e  manor o f  ty d d le ;  two w ere owned by a b s e n te e s , 

and th e  o th e r  two w ere h e ld  by th e  G i t t in s  and L loyd  f a m il ie s  o f  % ddle* Many 

o f  th e  s m a l le r  tenem ents w i th in  th e  p a r is h  w ere en g ro ssed  d u rin g  th e  e ig h te e n th  

and e a r ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  and because  t h i s  happened a t  H ou lston , th e  

T ith e  Award o f  1838 re c o rd e d  th e re  j u s t  one farm  o f  148^ acres*  The o r ig in a l  

e s t a t e  ( i f  such  i t  had been) was r e - c r e a te d .

By th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  o f  th e s e  tow nships t o  Xyddle

was o f te n  r a t h e r  p u z z lin g . Mar to n , Newton, and H ou lston  a l l  seem to  have

been c o lo n is e d  from  th e  Parent v i l l a g e  and to  havo i n  th e  L o rd ah ip . _

34* Gough, p . 83*
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M erton and H oulston  w ere compact e n t i t l e s ,  b u t  Newton had two detached  

p o r t io n s  t h a t  p robab ly  o r ig in a te d  as tow nship  p a s tu re s  i n  tiie  woods t o  th e  

n o r th . B a ld e r to n , b le e p  H a l l ,  and V«ebscott Farm w ere a l s o  p robab ly  co lo n 

is e d  from  Myddle, b u t  B a ld e r to n  end S le e p  became a l i e n a te d  from th e  manor 

when th ey  descended to  th e  H usseys, and nere jo in e d  to g e th e r  i n  one tow nship  

w ith  M ebsco tt, w hich, l i k e  B a ld e r to n , was p a r t ly  g ra n te d  to  Haughmond Abbey* 

S h o tto n  and a ld e r to n ,  how ever, la y  o u ts id e  th e  L o rd sh ip  i n  th e  L ib e r ty  o f  

Shrew sbury ( a p a r t  from  a d e tach ed  p o r t io n  o f  A ld e rto n  w hich la y  i n  % d d le  

L o rd sh ip  end  which p ro b ab ly  o r ig in a te d  a s  p a s tu re )  * The whole o f  th e  

C hapelry  o f  H adnall a ls o  o r ig in a l ly  la y  w ith in  th e  L ib e r ty  o f  Shrew sbury, b u t  

l a r g e  p a r t s  were g ra n te d  t o  Haughmond Abbey, and a f t e r  th e  D is s o lu tio n  Hard

w ick tow nsh ip  rem ained a s  an  in d ep en d en t manor* S h o tto n  and A ld e rto n , th e re 

f o r e ,  do n o t ap p ea r t o  have been  c o lo n is e d  from  la d d ie ,  and  a ld e r to n  i n  p a r t 

i c u l a r  i s  a c l a s s i c  example o f  a boundary s e t t le m w it  o f  th e  ty p e  th a t  was so  

common in  woodland a reas#

( iv )  The Open F ie ld s

The o r ig in a l  farm s i n  Myddle v i l l a g e  w ere o rg a n ise d  on an o p e n - f ie ld  

b a s i s ,  b u t  by  th e  l a t e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  t h i s  system  was d e fu n c t. I n  t h i s ,  

Myddle was ty p ic a l  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  S h ro p s h ire , and "G o n n er's  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t
35

th e  W est M idlands p assed  in to  e n c lo su re  s i l e n t l y  and e a r ly  i s  c o r r e c t" .

Dr* D iir s k  w r i t e s ,  " S h ro p sh ire  y ie ld s  good ev idence  o f  th e  e n c lo su re  o f  

s t r i p s  i n  th e  conmon f i e l d s .  ilgreem ents by deed to  exchange s t r i p s  and

35* G.E. F uss e l l ,  Four C e n to ie s  o f  Farm ing System s i n  S h ro p s h ire . 1500-19001 
S h ro rs .  Arch. «Dil* LIV(1951-3v* pp . 1-29*
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c o n s o l id a te  them, a r e  p l e n t i f u l  in  th e  lo c a l  re c o rd s  o f  th e  county  and
36

were th e  avowed p re lu d e  t o  e n c lo su re " . The ev idence  f o r  Myddle, how ever, 

i a  much more p iecem ea l.

The 1650 demesne map marks two open f i e l d s  im m edia te ly  to  th e  n o r th  o f  

th e  v i l l a g e .  There was no room f o r  a th i r d  f i e ld ;  to  th e  w e s t la y  ! ;y id le -  

wood, to  th e  e a s t  was B a ld e r to n  tow nship , and  so u th  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t  was 

th e  demesne la n d  o f  C a s t le  Farm. P a in t  r id g e -  and -fu rrow  marks can  be 

s p o t te d  i n  th e  demesne f i e l d s  t h a t  s lo p e  down to  th e  P in ch b ro o k , b u t th e se  

a re  a lm o st c e r t a i n l y  n o t a s s o c ia te d  w ith  s t r i p s .  The w e s te r ly  o f  th e  two 

f i e l d s  a d jo in e d  ^lyddlewood and was c e l le d  vVood F ie ld .  I t  was s e p a ra te d  

from th e  o th e r  f i e l d  by th e  bh rew sbury-E llesm ere  road  w hich was named Wood
37

F ie ld  Aane a lo n g  t h i s  s t r e t c h  a t  th e  tim e t h a t  G o u ^  was w r i t in g .  The 

e a s t e r ly  f i e l d  was c a l le d  Callow t r e e  F ie ld  i n  th e  days when Myddle was a 

L arc h e r L o rd sh ip  and th e  lo r d  had powers o f  e x e c u tio n , b u t  lo n g  a f t e r  th e  

ga llow s had b een  u sed  and when th ey  had become on ly  a f a i n t  memory, th e  

name was changed to  H i l l  F ie ld .

These two f i e l d s  c o u ld  on ly  have been a b o u t a hundred  a c re s  each a t  th e  

m ost. The lo r d  had p a r t  o f  h i s  demesne i n  t h e i r  fu r lo n g s  and  s t r i p s ;  th e  

1650 map marks "a fu r lo n g  i n  H i l l  F ie ld ,  l 6 a . l r .2 2 p . "  end "a fu r lo n g  i n  %ood 

F ie ld ,  1 5 e .3 r .3 4 p ." ,  w ith  two d o le s  o f  meadow ( l a .3 r .6 p .  and  la .O r .O p .)  i n  

th e  kood F ie ld .  I t  a l s o  names b u t  does n o t p l o t ,  "T hree b u t t s  n ea r M odli- 

c o t ta  oak, O a .3 r .3 2 p .,  a fu r lo n g  in  Callow T ree F ie ld ,  sh o o tin g  so u th  upon 

Callow  t r e e  h i l l ,  4 a .0 r .2 0 p . ,  [ a n d ]  a fu r lo z ^  a t  th e  ^ s t  end o f  th e  f i e l d .

laOO-l(.<tO'
36. J .T h i r s k  ( e d .)  A g ra ria n  H is to ry  o f bn a lan d  and  V ,ales. » Cam bridge,

1967, p .246. ^
37. Cough, p .37.



36.

3 a .0 r# 4 p * " A lto g e th e r ,  th e  demesne covered  a s iz e a b le  a re a  o f  

4 3 e * lr .8 p . w i th in  th e  two open f ie ld s *  The r e s t  be longed  to  th e  o r ig in a l  

tenem en ts o f  Myddle v i l l a g e ;  th e  1634 r e n t a l  speaks o f  seven farm ors r e n t in g  

la n d  i n  th e  H i l l  F urlong  -  one p a id  4d# , f iv e  p a id  8d#,  and one p a id  I s . lO d . 

The su rv e y  o f  I 640 i s  a l i t t l e  more e x p l i c i t  i n  re g a rd  t o  th r e e  o f  them# 

R o b e rt More o f  E ag le  Farm had a l i t t l e  meadow in  th e  H i l l  F ie ld  and " c e r t a in  

meedowing" i n  th e  Vtood F ie ld ;  W illiam  Brayne h e ld  a c o m  meadow i n  th e  ^mod 

F ie ld ;  and  John  L loyd had f iv e  m easures sown i n  th e  H i l l  F ie ld ,  tw elve  meas

u re s  i n  th e  Wood F ie ld ,  and  e lev en  m easures in  th e  C ross F ie ld  (w hich was a 

s u b d iv is io n  o f  th e  H i l l  F ie ld )  •

Long b e fo re  t h i s  tim e  th e  f i e l d s  had ceased  to  be  farm ed upon a communal 

b a s i s .  The m an o ria l re c o rd s  a r e  s i l e n t  ab o u t such  a coaunon o rg a n is a t io n .

But i n  1563 th e  su rv e y o r made t h i s  fo llo w in g  b r i e f  and ambiguous note* "A 

to w n e fe ild  i n  M iddle i s  p a rce  11 o f my lo rd s  demayne and  n o th in g s  answ ered 

f o r  i t  . [A ccord ing  t o ]  R ich ard  Hodin [ i t ]  was dev ided  amonge th e  te n a n ts  and 

every  nmn knew h i s  b u t t s ,  and a f t e r  i t  was so dev ided  ev ery  h o u sh o ld e r, 

c o t t a g e r ,  and  o th e r s ,  had p a s tu re  th e a re  w ith  h i s  o a t t e l l  uppon i t " .  The 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s  n o t p e r f e c t ly  c l e a r ,  b u t  i t  seems to  su g g e s t t h a t

conmon a r a b le  farm ing  had been abandoned i n  fav o u r o f  e n c lo s u re , t h a t  no
»

fe n c e s  had  been  e re c te d  a s  each fa rm er knew th e  e x te n t  o f  h i s  la n d  through
38 .

a n c ie n t  boundary  marks o r  th e  r i s e  and  f a l l  o f  r id g e  and  fu rrow , and t h a t  

common r i g h t s  had  n o t been  e x tin g u ish e d , f o r  a l l  co u ld  s t i l l  g ra z e  t h e i r  

c a t t l e  o v e r  th e  f i e l d  a f t e r  h a rv e s t .  In  s h o r t ,  i t  was a L am m as-field  

ag reem en t. . MW
38, o f .  Gough, p .92* " th e y  w ere w elkeing  a long  betw eene two la n d e s , o r  

b u t t s  o f  c o rn e " . T h is seems to  r e f e r  to  th e  1630*s .
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I
These new r e g u la t io n s  seem to  have come in to  e f f e c t  a b o u t th e  same {

tim e a s  th e  co m p le tio n  o f  th e  programme f o r  a l a r g e - s c a le  c le a r in g  o f  |

jfriyddlewood# Die m an o ria l re c o rd s  s t a r t  j u s t  to o  l a t e  to  co n firm  t h i s ,  b u t  |

th e  n o te s  o f  th e  1563 suzveyor h in t  t h a t  th e  c le a r in g s  had ta k e n  p la c e  d u r-
39 I

in g  th e  l i f e t im e  o f  th e  p re s e n t  lo rd .  I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e s e  new en- I

o l o s u i ^  w ere g ra n te d  t o  each e x is t in g  farm  and tenem ent i n  l i e u  o f  conmon I
g z e s in g  r i g h t s .  No new sm a llh o ld in g s  w ere c re a te d  a t  t h i s  s ta g e ,  bo now

th e  fa rm ers  h e ld  la n d  in  s e v e r a l ty  a s  w e ll  a s  i n  th e  o ld  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  and

t h e i r  new p o s s e s s io n s  m eant t h a t  t h e i r  s t r i p s  were no lo n g e r  a s  impoz*tant.

In  tim e th ey  became th e  l e a s t  v a lu a b le  p a r t  o f  th e  fszm ( ju d g in g  by th e  r e n t s

t h a t  w ere p a id ) ,  and a s  m ost e f f o r t s  were g e a re d  tow ards r e a r in g  l iv e s to c k

th e s e  new woodland p a s tu r e s ,  o r  leaso w s, and  th e  conmon p a s tu re  z r i# its  i n

th e  rem ain ing  woods assumed a f a r  g r e a te r  im portance . The open f i e l d s  were

no lo n g e r  c e n t r a l  to  th e  eooncmy.

The abandonm ent o f  th e  s t r i p  p a t t e r n  and th e  cz*eatlon o f  hedged c lo s e s

came much l a t e r ,  w r i t in g  o f  th e  tim e o f  th e  C iv i l  b a r s ,  Gough m en tions,
40

"kydd le  hood F e i ld ,  which was th e n  u n in c lo e se d " . He goes on to  speak o f  

"a banke n e a re  th e  f u r th e r  s id e  o f  % d d le  f e i l d ,  where th e  widow M ansell has 

now [ l7 C ^  a p ie c e  in e lo a s e d " . T h is d iange  in  th e  p h y s ic a l  appearance  o f  

th e  f i e l d s  seems to  have come d u rin g  th e  second  p a r t  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry .

The seco n d ary  s e t t le m e n ts  i n  th e  p a r is h  o f  («yddle a l s o  had a sm a ll a re s
farm ers

o f  open f i e l d ,  though i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the /  m ainly  h e ld  t h e i r  la n d  i n

39* Edward, E a r l  o f  Derby, was L ord  from 1521 to  1572* See s e c t io n  v , 
f o r  th e s e  c le a r in g s ,

40* Gough, p . 41*



38.

s e v e r a l ty  r i g h t  from  th e  s t a r t*  T here a re  on ly  a few in c id e n ta l  r e fe re n c e s  

to  su g g e s t th is *  By a deed o f  c* 12801290 a m essuage was g ra n te d "  i n  th e
4 ]

f i e l d  o f  j t lv e r to n " , and a document o f  1334 spew^s o f  " th e  f i e l d  o f  H adeidiale".
ed

A s e r i e s  o f  m an o ria l p a in e s  l a i d  in  1331 p r o h i b i t / th e  an n u a l e n c lo s in g

o f  la n d s  i n  th e  c o r n - f i e ld  o f  liewton b e fo re  th e  accustom ed date»  and p rev e n ted  

f^ny p a s tu r in g  o f  an im als i n  th e  c o m  f i e l d  o f M arton b e fo re  th e  c rop  had been
42

co m p le te ly  harvesLed* Gough a ls o  r e f e r s  to  "M arton Town i,meadow" and to  

th e  " to w n r f ie ld  g a te "  th e re»  and he speaks o f  "a o u t t ' s  end o f  Mr* G i t t i n s  

la n d  i n  Newton fe i ld " *  But h i s  moat e x p l i c i t  s ta te m e n t i s  ab o u t B a ld e r ton* 

he w rite s»  " B a ld e r to n  f e i l d  b e in g  th e n  open and un in c^o ased  hee [&â7* H a ll 

o f  b a ld e r to n  ha 11^ s o ld  a ls o e  a l l  h ie  f e i l d  ground to  R o b ert Hayward» and th e

whoa l e  f i e l d  b e in g  now betw eene th re e  p e rso n s v is :  K obert Hayward» Thomas

ther»  and  R ich a rd  TyXerp th ey  a g re e d  to  exchange la n d s  and  in c lo a s e  i t*  1

was im ployed by them to  m easure th e  lan d s  and drew w r i te in g s  o f  th e  exchange
W

betw eene them  w hich 1 perform ed and th e  f i e l d  was in c lo s e d " . T his m ust 

have happened som etine  du rin g  th e  lb8C*s.

The o r ig in a l  f i e l d  system s w ith in  the  p a r i s h  o f  i^ d d le  ap p ea r to  be v e ry  

s im i la r  to  th o se  o f  th e  P enn ine  f o o t h i l l s  of» f o r  example» so u th rw e s t York

sh ire *  ih e  main s e t t le m e n t  had  i t s  two- o r  t h r e e - f i e l d  system » b u t each o f  

th e  seco n d a ry  h am le ts  had  j u s t  one sm a ll a r a b le  f i e l d  d iv id e d  in to  s t r ip s »  

w ith  e n c lo sed  p a s tu re s  su rro u n d in g  i t »  and th e  commons» woods» and w astes 

s t r e tc h in g  beyond* (fhe  manor c o u r t  book o f  l6 ld  % eaks o f  th e  woods a s  " th e

41" E y ton , JÇ» 80» 38*
42 . Box 13» B rid g ew ate r C o lle c tio n »  Shrew sbury, 
43* Gough» p * 62*
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44
em phsaia i n  th e  o u tly in g  tow nahips had alw ays been  on p a s to r a l  farm ing*

T h e ir  o p e n - f ie ld s  w ere n e v e r a c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  economy a s  i n  a ra b le  

a r e a s ,  n o r  d id  t h e i r  e n c lo su re  p re s e n t  th e  problem s i t  d id  elsew here* Most 

o f  them had  gone by th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , and a hundred  

y e a rs  l a t e r  th e  e n c lo su re  o f  th e  p a ro c h ia l  open f i e l d s  was ccm plete*

(v) fh* C l e r l og Qf Kw Lend

Common r i g h t s  w ere e s s e n t i a l  to  any woodland community w here th e  supp ly  

o f  farm ing  la n d  was l im i te d  and w here th e  economy was g eared  tow ards th e  

r a i s in g  o f  l iv e s to c k  f o r  th e  m arket towns. The a b o r ig in a l  ferm a end ten e 

ments a t  ii^dd le  had t h e i r  a r a b le  la n d  in  the  two sm a ll o p e n - f ie ld s ,  b u t  

were dependent upon th e  e x te n s iv e  a re a s  o f  woodland and conmons f o r  g ra z in g  

t h e i r  an im als*  Domesday Book r e f e r s  to  p a s tu ra b le  woods, and  Gough t a lk s  o f  

th e  tim e  when th e r e  were g r e a t  b e n e f i t s  Arom hav ing  u n s t in te d  p a s tu ra g e  a t  

on ly  4d* [ a c t u a l l y ,  2 d ^  a sw in e , b e fo re  th e  woods were f e l le d *  I n  th e

manor c o u r t  book f o r  I 6I 8 th e r e  i s  "a no te  o f  th o se  swyne th a t  w ere burned  t o

have pannage end t h e i r  fee d in g  in  th e  o u t groundes* The cue tome th e r e  

b e in g e  two pence ev ery  swyne"* The l i s t  c o n ta in e d  th e  names o f  tw enty  

fa rm ers  who betw een them k e p t  55 swine* Four y e a rs  l a t e r ,  a p a in e  was 

l a i d  t h a t  no-one was to  g a th e r  any m ast o r  a c o rn s , and  none w ere t o  " p u t to  

pannage any sw ine o th e r  than  su ch  a s  were by him o r  them th e re  r e a re d  o r 

bought th e  w in te r  befo re"*  I t  had a lre a d y  become n e c e ssa ry  t o  r e s t r i c t  th e
46

r i g h t s  o f  pannage*

44* They may p o s s ib ly  have o r ig in a te d  as  dependent d e i r y - u n i t s  l i k e  th e
*wick* s e t t le m e n ts ,  and l a t e r  have a c q u ire d  independence*

45* Gough, p*34*
46* Box 15,  B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n ,  Shrewsbury*
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The c le a r in g  o f  tiie  woods m ust have gone on  i n  f i t s  and s t a r t s  e v e r  

s in c e  th e  days o f  th e  o r ig in a l  s e t t l e r s .  New tow nsh ips s t a r t e d  a s  wood

la n d  c le a r in g s  and made p iecem eal encroachm ents th ro u g h o u t m edieval tim e s , 

ih en  i n  th e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  D iv lin  %ood was f e l l e d  and en c lo sed  in to  

tenem en ts. The woods on Holloway H i l ls  and  a t  Brendwood w ere th e  n e x t to  

b e  c le a re d , th en  two or th re e  g e n e ra tio n s  l a t e r  th e  f i r s t  a t t a c k  was made on 

kyddlewood* A l l  t h i s  was done i n  an o rg a n ise d  manner u n d er th e  s u p e rv is io n  

o f  th e  l o r d 's  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  I t  was on ly  i n  th e  l a s t  two decades o f  th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  wave o f  s q u a t te r s  a r r iv e d  t o  n ib b le  away 

a t  th e  f r in g e s  i n  a much more haphazard  way. Even s o , much rem ained in  

G ough's time# "F o r few e ls , a lth o u g h  many o f th e  g r e a te s t  woods a r e  c u t  downs#
47

y e t  th e re  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  l e f t  f o r  tim b e r  and f i r e - b o o t  f o r  m ost tenem en ts" .

I t  was n o t u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  E n clo su re  Award o f  I d l j  t h a t  th e  c le a r in g  o f  th e  

woods was com pleted* Nowadays# on ly  a few t r e e s  (m ain ly  oak) a r e  d o tte d  

a b o u t th e  lan d sca p e ; th e re  i s  n o th in g  l e f t  t h a t  i s  even w orthy o f  th e  name 

o f  coppice*

Holloway H i l l s  was unu su a l i n  t h a t  no new tenem ent was c re a te d  o u t o f

th e  wood t h a t  had been  fe lle d *  The tim b er had  been  s o ld  to  one Medleycoate#
48

who i s  rec o rd ed  i n  th e  1524 su b s id y  ro l l*  He c u t  down a l l  th e  t r e e s  b u t 

one# which was l e f t  s ta n d in g  upon th e  h ig h e s t  p o in t  o f  t h i s  san d sto n e  e sca rp 

ment# betv»een Muddle H i l l  and Karmer* I t  was known to  one and  a l l  a s  M edley-

c o a t e 's  oak* The I 650 demesne map m entioned i t  a s  a landmark# b u t  " a t  l a s t
49

» o « . o f  th e  nnoM, n.lri»b0B«i e u t  I t  down», and  QOHT*r*«d t t _ t *  X m A V j,-------------
4 7 . Gough# p .l7 5 "
48* l.R .O . E* 1 7 9 /1 6 ^ 1 2 9 . 
49* Gough# p*3c*
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D iv l in  k«ood and Brandwood# however# were oom ple te ly  eno loaeâ  and 

d iv id e d  in to  sev en  te iiamenta# These woods had s to o d  n e x t to  Myddlewood to

tiie  n o r th  o f  th e  «mod F ie ld  i n  Ivyddle# as f a r  a s  th e  p a r ia h  boundary w ith  

bopping ton* borne o f  the  s m a lle r  tenem ents i n  iÿ d d le  a ls o  b e n e f i te d  from 

th e  f e l l i n g  o f  D iv l in  nood by add ing  a few e x tra  a c re s  to  t i i e i r  lands*

D iv l in  m eant th e  "deep laund" o r  g ra ssy  p la c e  i n  th e  wood# b u t  th e  name had 

a lm o st f a l l e n  o u t  o f  u se  by th e  tim e Gough was w ritin g *  The d e r iv a t io n  o f  

urandwood i s  more d i f f i c u l t *  I t  was w r i t te n  a s  Barnwood i n  some th i r t e e n t h -  

c e n tu ry  deeds# b u t o th e r  e a r ly  forma g iv e  i t  a s  Bumtwood# and  a s  such  i t  was 

named i n  th e  1563 survey* ^ s  i t  was n o t c le a re d  u n t i l  th e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  

cen tu ry#  by w hich tim e th e  tim b er would b e  to o  v a lu a b le  to  remove by burning# 

the  e a r ly  f o m  seems th e  more l ik e ly #  un less#  o f  course# th e  b u rn in g  was due 

to  an a c c id e n ta l  f i r e *

The D ivlin-B randw ood a re a  became som ething o f  a  c e n tre  f o r  t a i l o r -  

farm ers* The H ord leys o f D iv lin  wood were y e o m e n -ta ilo rs  o f  c o n s id e ra b le  

atandii^g# and t h e i r  neighbours#  th e  T aylors# a ls o  made t h e i r  l iv in g  i n  t h i s  

way# tiav in g  made a tenem ent o u t o f  what was l e f t  o f  Id .v lin  wood when the  

o th e rs  had com pleted  t h e i r  en c lo su res*  a t h i r d  tenem ent be longed  to  a p oo r 

w e a v e r- la b o u re r  fam ily#  th e  Chidlows# b u t th e  fo u r th  was a l s o  a s iz e a b le  

a f f a i r #  h av in g  been  e n c lo sed  by Geozge mats on# th e  b a i l i f f  o f  th e  manor* 

Brandwood# too# was d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  tenem ents lax g e  enough to  su p p o rt 

f a rmex-*c ra ftsm en  whose dual o c cu p a tio n  enab led  them to  ran k  w ith  th e  yeomen 

o r  th e  b e t t e r - o f f  husbandmen* Ju d g in g  by th e  names o f  th o se  who le a se d  

them# they# too# w ere a l l  g ra n te d  to  e x is t in g  f a m il ie s  w i th in  th e  coniaunity*
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A la rg e  a re a  o f  th e  p a r ia h  had now b een  c le a r e d  o f  i t a  o r ig in a l  wood

land# There w ere clumps o f  t r e e s  s t i l l  grow ing on th e  rocky ground o f  Harmer 

Heath# b u t  th e  only  t r u e  wood to  rem ain  was th e  A^ddlewood t h a t  s t a r t e d  where 

th e  g l e y - s o i l s  began# and  which covered  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  p e r is h  which la y  be

tw een ly d d le  Church and  Merton# Gough w ro te  t h a t  t h i s  was "such  a s t a t e l y  

wood# th a t#  by re p o r t#  a man m ight have gon a lo n g  th e  ro ad  from % d d le  a lm o st 

to  Mar ton# i n  a b r ig h t  su n -sh in e  day* and co u ld  n o t have seene  th e  sun  f o r
50

th e  b ran ch es  end le a v e s  o f  tre e s#  above th re e  tim es in  t h a t t  sp ace  o f ground"# 

In  th e  e a r ly  o r  m iddle y e a rs  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  s y s te m a tic  

c le a r in g  o f  t h i s  wood was begun# Indeed# so  much was f e l l e d  t h a t  th e  man 

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  m an o ria l su rv ey  i n  I 563 w ro te  i n  h i s  r e p o r t :  "The maiy 

in c lo s u r e s  o f  Myddle wood a re  l i k e  t o  d e s tro y  th e  woods# b u t  t h a t  th e  te n a n ts  

a r e  d e b a rre d  jjTrom^ ta k ix ^ e  any woods b u t  underwoods"# He reoonxnended t h a t  

ahy  new le a s e s  sh o u ld  p ro v id e  f o r  the  sa fe g u a rd in g  o f  th e  woods. Each o f  

th e  e x is t in g  f re e h o ld e rs  and te n a n ts  w ith in  th e  tow nship  o f  Myddle and M arton 

was g iv e n  th e  chance o f  r e n t in g  p a r t  o f  th e  new woodland c le a r in g s  a t  one 

s h i l l i n g  p e r  o ld  custom ary a c re  p e r  annum ( i . e .  6d# p e r  s t a tu t o r y
51

a c re )  i n  l i e u  o f  t h e i r  consign r i g h t s  there#  A c o n s id e ra b le  a re a  o f  

\ 2 4 1  a c re s  was b ro u g h t i n to  c u l t i v a t io n  by t h i s  o rg a n ise d  f e l l i n g  o f  the  

wood#

» h a t one s u s p e c ts  happened i s  th a t  th e  lo r d  o r ig in a l ly  a llo w e d  t h i r t y  

30.  Gough# p . 29.
31# The 1640 su rv e y  m entions t h a t  th e  m easurem ents w ere i n  o ld  c u s to n e ry  

a c re s  w hich w ere h a l f  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  s t a tu t o r y  acre# Box 13#
B rid g ew ate r C o lle c tio n #  Bhrewsbury#
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a llo tm en ts#  each o f  e ig h t  acres*  B ut by the  tim e o f  th e  1^63 su rv ey  th e re  

.lad b een  th e  i n e v i t a b le  changes o f  fo r tu n e  i n  in d iv id u a l  a f f a i r s  to  b lu r  th e  

n ea tn ess  o f  th e  p ic tu re *  In  t h a t  y e a r  th e re  w ere 28 s e p a ra te  u n i t s  sh a re d  

ay 32 p e o p le  i n  a l l #  w ith  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  a llo tm ien ts  v a ry in g  betw een fo u r  and  

e ig h te e n  acres*  One man farm ed fo u r  a c res#  s i x  had  fiv e#  one man had six#  

th i r t e e n  men and one p a i r  s t i l l  r e n te d  e ig h t  a c re s#  two had ten# one p a i r  h e ld  

s ix teen #  a n o th e r  p a i r  had seventeen# and one man and  a p a i r  each had e igh teen*  

lo g e r  lianmer# th e  le a d in g  f r e e h o ld e r  i n  M arton a t  t h a t  tim e was one o f  th o se  

vhc re n te d  e ig h te e n  acres*  however# th e  s iz e  o f  th e  a l lo tm e n t  d id  n o t  depend 

upon th e  s i z e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  farm# Morgan ap I r o b a r t  o f  C a s tle  Farm had on ly  

f iv e  a c re s#  and  th e  h a lf - te n e m e n ts  (such  a s  i io u l f 's  and h o dden 's) re n te d  

e ig h t  ac res#  though some fu ll- te n e m e n ts  had l e s s .  One can on ly  surm ise# i n  

th e  absence  o f  f irm  evidence# th a t  i f  a te n a n t o r  f r e e h o ld e r  d id  n o t  wish# o r  

could  n e t  a f f o r d  to  tak e  a l l  h i s  share#  then  th e  o th e rs  w ere g iv en  the  o p tio n  

o f r e n t in g  e x tra  land* O ther f a m il ie s  m ight have ru n  i n to  h a rd  tim es s in c e  

th e  o r ig in a l  d iv is io n  and may have b e « i  fo rc e d  to  s e l l  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  le a s e  to  

o thers*  In d iv id u a l  fo r tu n e s  w ere a s  l ik e ly  to  f l u c tu a t e  h e re  a s  th ey  were 

anywhere e lse#  and though th e  r e n t  was re a so n a b le  enough tiie  e n try  f in e  may 

have p roved  to o  much o f  an o b s ta c le  f o r  some o f  th e  weak o r  un lucky  ones*

The q u e s t io n  o f  th e  e n try  f in e s  t o  th e s e  new leasow s i s  a p u z z lin g  one* 

There i s  no in fo rm a tio n  u n t i l  a su rv ey  was made i n  1602 f o r  th e  new Lords o f  

th e  Manor# when i t  seems t h a t  an  e f f o r t  was b e in g  made to  in c re a s e  th e  f in e s*  

Some o f  the  B arto n  f re e h o ld e rs  r e s i s t e d :  Humphrey Hanmer " s ta n d # th  upon th e  

in h e r i ta n c e  t o  be  a llow ed  him i n  r e s p e c t  o f  h i s  cononon a cc o rd in g  to  a couqposi#* 

pay ing  th e  r e n te " ;  and Edward ü e r s  "a llo w e th  my L o rd  th e  wood th e  syne th e
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s o i l e  and  c ra v e th  th e  p a s tu ra g e  end l i b e r t y  to  plow s a co o rd in g e  to  a 

compos ic o n  pay in g  th e  r e n te  end to  b ee  annexed to  h i s  tenem ent"* Humphrey 

Cwslowe f e l t  th e  same# b u t  Mr* Twyford# an  ab sen tee#  was " c o n te n t to  r e f  e r r  

i t  to  h i s  L ordsh ip"*  The o b je c to r s  were f i rm ly  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e i r  

woodland c le a r in g s  were i n  l i e u  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  o f  p astu re#  Edward H e is*  

comments show how th e y  th o u g h t o f  th e  wood a s  h av in g  been a  common* But th e

lo r d  seems to  have g o t  h i s  way i n  th e  end# and tiie  l e s s e r  te n a n ts  o f  

Vyddlewood p u t  up l i t t l e  o r  no re s is ta n c e *  A few examples from  th e  l6C2 

su rv ey  w i l l  s u f f ic e *  John  C haloner o f  Myddle p a id  4s*6d* r e n t  end a £1 

f in e  f o r  h i s  n in e  acres#  w hereas R oger C la re  o f  i.larton p a id  4s* r e n t  and a 

A4 e n try  f i n e  f o r  h is#  John  I l le d g e  o f  Brendwood was f in e d  M2*13s*4d* f o r  

a n o th e r  e ig h t  ac res#  w h ile  h i s  neighbour# R ich a rd  Deakin# had  to  pay £,!•

The e n try  f i n e s  v a r ie d  con sid erab ly #  acco rd in g  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  land*

A g e n e ra t io n  o r  so  a f t e r  t h i s  o rg an ised  c le a r in g  a more p iecem eal
52

a t t a c k  on t h e  woods began* At th e  C ourt L ee t o f  1381 E l l i c e  hanmer was 

p re s e n te d  " f o r  e re c t in g  o f  one bay o f  a house upon th e  lo rd s  w aste  grounds 

in  j^yddle woode"* The f i r s t  o f  a co lony  o f  s q u a t te r s  had a rr iv e d *  They 

w i l l  b e  d e a l t  w ith  in  more d e t a i l  la te r#  s u f f i c i e n t  a t  th e  moment to  say  

th a t  a l a r g e  group o f  im m igrants o f lab o u rin g  ran k  came in to  th e  p a r is h  i n  

two waves -  i n  th e  1330*8 and  1390 's#  and a g a in  d u rin g  th e  Commonwealth 

period*  M ost o f  them e re c te d  t h e i r  c o tta g e s  i n  .yddlewood* The o r ig in a l  

c le a r in g s  had  been added to  th e  e x is t in g  farm s and  tenem ents# b u t  now new

32* Box 343» B rid g ew ate r C o lle c tio n #  Shrew sbury.
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B roa ll-ho ld lngs and c o tta g e s  su rro u n d ed  by gard en s and o rc h a rd s  w ere made 

w ith in  th e  wood i t s e l f .  T his s e c t io n  o f  th e  community expanded more 

r a p id ly  th an  any o th e r  d u rin g  th e  l a t e  s ix te e n th  and  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n t 

u r ie s ;  i n  the  same way as  harm er H i l l  was developed  in  th e  n in e te e n th .

B ut th e r e  rem ained a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  ccxnmon la n d . By th e  tim e 

o f  til#  E n clo su re  Award o f  1813 th e re  was s t i l l  1 3 2 a .lr .2 7 p .  l e f t  o f  Myddle- 

v»ood Common# and 236^  ̂ a c re s  in  a l l#  There was p le n ty  o f  p a s tu re  a v a i la b le  

f o r  common g raz ing#  and th e r e  a r e  no rec o rd s  o f  th e s e  r i g h t s  e v e r  b e in g  

s t i n t e d .  a tem porary  c r i s i s  a ro s e  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  , a r s  when " th e r e  was s 

g r e a t  d e a r th  and p lag u e  i n  Oswalds tree"#  one o f  ky d o le 's  c h ie f  m arke ts , 

.yddlew ood Common# w r i te s  Gough# "was c u tt#  and burn t#  and sowed w ith  

co rne  . . .  The f i r s t  c rop  was w in te r  com e# which was a v e ry  s tro n g  crop# th e  

n e x t was a crop  o f  barley#  whid'i was soe poore# th a t  most o f  i t  was p u lle d
53

up by th e  ro o te#  b ecause  i t  was to o  s h o r t  to  bee c u t t " .  The experim ent

was n ev er t r i e d  a g a in .

T h is  common belonged  to  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  Myddle and  Mar ton# though 

th e re  w ere o c c a s io n a l  a tte m p ts  by peo p le  a c ro ss  th e  p a r i s h  boundary  i n  

P e n  liaere to  c la im  r ig h t s  on i t  "by re a so n  o f  v ic in a g e  A l e t t e r  from

th e  E a r l  o f  B rid g ew ate r to  h i s  agen t#  d a ted  2nd. March# 17C7# i l l u s t r a t e s  

th e  k in d  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  th a t  c ropped upi "You say L ord  B rad fo rd  has some 

farm es w hich b o rd e r  upon th e  s a id  common (b u t e re  n o t  w i th in  th e  L ordsh ip ) # 

b u t  have e g re ss  and  r e g re s s  o v e r th e  s a id  common# by t h i s  means p re te n d  a
54

r i g h t  o f  common th e re  . . .  " O th e r conxnons w i th in  th e  L o rd sh ip  had th e  

53# Gough# p.33*
5̂ m Box 105# n r id g e w a te r  C o lle c tio n #  Shrew sbury.
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same tro u b le#  th e  owners o f Lea H a ll and S h o tto n  c la im ed  v ic in a g e  r i g h t s  

over Harmer Heath in  Newton tow nsh ip , th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  B a ld e rto n  squabb led  

w ith  Myddle tow nship  over B a ld e rto n  G reen, end th e  p a r is h io n e r s  o f  

B roughton s ta k e d  c la im s to  B iln a rsh  Green. But d is p u te s  o f  t h i s  k in d  

o c cu rred  a l l  ov e r th e  c o u n try .

Tf^ddlewood i s  now com plete ly  c le a r e d  and e n c lo se d , and many o th e r  

changes have tak e n  p la c e  s in c e  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tury*  A l o t  o f  th e  

sm a ll te n m e n ts  and c o tta g e s  have gone -  y e t  more v ic t im s  to  en g ro ss in g  -  

and th e  a n c ie n t  f o r e s t  road  th a t  once wound i t s  way a c ro s s  th e  common to 

wards O sw estry was s t r a ig h te n e d  o u t and w idened by th e  L ncloeu re  C onm ission- 

e r s ,  o n ly  to  r e v e r t  to  i t s  form er c h a r a c te r  a s  soon a s  i t  reach ed  M arten .

But d e s p i te  th e s e  changes, th e  a re a  i s  s t i l l  d i f f e r e n t  from o th e r  p a r t s  o f  

th e  p a r i s h .

A t  th e  } ^ r to n  s id e  o f  iyddlew ood a sm all p ie c e  o f  common o f  some f iv e  

o r  s i x  a c re s  was l e f t  unenclosed  u n t i l  1813* T h is was known a s  Martcm 

Moor end  i t  was defended  from e n c lo su re  by  tiie  same J a r to n  f re e h o ld e r s  who 

had s tu c k  o u t a g a in s t  e n try  f in e s  f o r  t h e i r  w oodland. Ihe  I 363 su rv e y o r 

d e s c r ib e d  i t  a s  "a common o r  p a s tu re  th e s re  ly in g e  in  a lowe ground n eare  

a d jo y n in g  to  Mar to n  meare . . .  overgrowne w ith  b u sh e s" . as to  e n c lo su re , 

th e  su rv e y o r  s t ru c k  a c a u tio u s  n o te : i n  ^üarton, "ay  lo r d  h a th  n o t p a s s in g s  

f iv e  te n a n ts .  I f  i t  sh o u ld  bee in c lo s e d  th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  would th in k e  

them se lves ag rev ed  f o r  th a t  my lo r d  h a th  in c lo s e d  th e  m ost p a r te  o f  a id l e  

wood, e tc ."  The 1602 su rv ey o r re c o g n ise d  a more adam ant r e f u s a l :  "F or

t h i s  more th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  saye  th e y  have  no more t o  shews than  h e re to fo re
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th ey  shewed netk ier w i l l  tak e  any p re s e n t  cou rse  f o r  th e  endinge th e r e o f  

b u t  clsym e th e  same a s  t h e i r  in l i e r i tance"*  The lo r d  was unab le  to  

e n fo rc e  h i s  w ishes u n t i l  th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  were ready  f o r  e n c lo su re , in  1813, 

when i t  was in c lu d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  Myddlewood#

no t h e r  la r g e  common a t  Harmer Heath (63s a c r e s ) ,  and two s m a lle r  

ones a t  h y d d le  H i l l  (7^ a c re s )  and B a ld e r to n  G reen (1 1  a c re s )  a l s o  rem ained 

u n t i l  1813* The t in y  Bilmarsi'i G reen was ta k e n  in  som etim e d u rin g  th e  

e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry*  This was a n o th e r  boundary s e t t le m e n t  j u s t  to  th e  n o rth  

o f A lderton*  I t  f i r s t  ap p ea rs  i n  th e  documents 0*1230-1233 when John 

A 'E s tra n g e  I I I  gave Haughmond /ibbey th re e  a c re s  o f  meadow in  "B ilem ersoh , 

v iz .  th o se  n e a r e s t  to  th e  a c re s  o f  Thomas de Newton and o f  G e o ffrey , i n  th e
r i55

p la c e  c a l l e d  H olstedem oor" I H oulston  MoorVJ The whole o f  B llm arsh  Farm 

had once been  a common, w e ll  over 100 a c re s  in  s ize*  In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  

farm , two s q u a t t e r  f a m il ie s  -  Towers th e  t a i l o r ,  and Edward G resto ck e , a l i a s  

Newton, a la b o u re r  and a le -h o u se  k e e p e r  -  had e re c te d  c o tta g e s  and  made sm e ll 

encroachm ents i n  E liza b e th a n  tim es, b u t t h e i r  h o ld in g s  were to  be sw allow ed 

up by th e  farm  i n  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tury*  George v^atson, 

th e  iviyddle b a i l i f f ,  had a ls o  en c lo sed  two m arl p ie c e s  to  th e  n o r th ,  and th ey  

n ever form ed axy  p a r t  o f  th e  farm* The g reen  t h a t  rem ained was a c o n s ta n t 

so u rce  o f  t r o u b le  betw een % d d le  and Brcwghton# th e  s o r t  o f s i t u a t i o n  th a t  

was a lw ays c a u s in g  d is p u te s  i n  woodland a r e a s ,  w here b o u n d a rie s  w ere n o t 

alw ays c l e a r l y  defined*  The 13^3 su rv e y o r n o ted  t h a t ,  "ByImersh la n e  [ i s ]  

en c lo sed  by c e r t a in e  p e rsons who have noe r i g h t  to  i t t ,  because  i t  i s  o f  my

35* E y ton , ‘ 80*
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lo rd s  w aste  end w ith in  th e  p re c in c ts  o f  M iddle lo r d s h ip ,  end was n e v e r  o f  

th e  S h e ir  o r  Gy Ida  l i e " .  (By th e  S h ire  o r  G u i ld h a l l ,  he meant th e  a d jo in in g  

L ib e r ty  o f  Shrewsbury.^ He w ent on, "Thomas Rydley and  [b la n k ]  L y s te r  have 

In c lo s e d  a l l  th e  ooamons beyond Bylmarsh to  which my l o r d 's  te n a n ts  were 

f r e e .  I t  i s  sayd  th e  Queenes M e je s tie  i s  c h e i f e  lo r d  o f  th e  towne beyond 

by lm arshe". I n  G ough's tim e , b o th  p a r is h e s  w ere in c lu d in g  th e  g ree n  in
56

t h e i r  a n n u a l peram bula tions*

There was a s im i l a r  d isp u te  o v e r B a ld e rto n  G reen , o th e rw ise  known a s  

^ h i t r i s h e s ,  o r  h i t t e r a g e  G reen. The Grand Ju ry  o f  liÿdd le  C ourt c la im ed  th a t  

i t  la y  w ith in  th e  manor, b u t th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  b a ld e r to n  th o u g h t d i f f e r e n t ly ,  

irvhen th e  d is p u te  came to  a head  in  1751, i l l i a m  Dukes, one o f  th e  o ld e s t  

men in  Uie p a r is h  a t  81 y e a rs  o ld , was c a l le d  a s  a w itn e s s .  He s a id  t h a t  

when he w ent to  sch o o l a t  o ld  « i l l i a m  B tu rd y 'a  h o u se , known a s  th e  w h i t r is h e s ,  

by b a ld e r to n  G reen, th e  peop le  a t  th e  w h itr is h e s  fen ced  i n  a p ie c e  o f  ground 

a t  th e  f u r th e r  end o f  th e  common, b u t th e  from  B a ld e r to n  H a ll and th e  

ten em en ts  th e r e  th rew  down th e  fen c e . He f u r th e r  s a id  t h a t  n e i th e r  th e  

V v h itr ish es , b le a p  H a l l ,  « e b sc o tt  Farm, n o r H ou lston  had any r i g h t  t o  g raze  

sheep  on b a ld e r to n  G reen, which be longed  s o le ly  t o  b a ld e r to n  H a ll and the
57

ten em en ts . And so  th e  d is p u te  d ragged  on.

The rocky  o u tc ro p  on % d d le  H i l l  posed no such  p rob lem s, and th e re  were

o n ly  m inor d is p u te s  a t  Harmer. The h e a th  was p o o r, s to ^ y  ground t o  th e

so u th -w e s t o f  Newton tow nship , betw een th e  H igher and Lower %iays from

bhrew sbury  t o  Myddle. I t  was n e v e r c ap ab le  o f  much inprovem ent end  s t i l l  

56. urough, p . 33.
37 . Gough, p . 33. Box 105, B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n ,  Bhrewsbury.
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rem ains v e ry  much a s  i t  was. B ut i t  was v a lu a b le  f o r  i t s  " g r e a t  s t o r e  

o f  f r e e  s to n e ,  v e ry  u se fU ll f o r  b u i ld in g " . I n  Gough’ s tim e , "The in h a b i

t a n t s  w i th in  th e  i^annor pay to  th e  l o r d  one s h i l l i n g  f o r  every hundred  ( t h a t  

i s  s i x  s c o re )  f o o t  o f  s to n e , b u t  F o ra in e rs  paye one s h i l l i n g  and s ix p e n ce " , 

o e v e ra l  a tten ^ ^ ts  w ere made to  f in d  co pper. I n  1643» " c e r ta in e  ntyners g o t t  

a g r e a t  q u a n t i ty  o f  t h i s  s to n e , w hich warn b ro u g h t in  c a r ta  to  the  w arren  

house , and  th e r e  la y d  up to  th e  house w a l l ,  and  p ro c la m a tio n  made in  Kyddle 

C hurch, t h a t  i t  was tre a so n  fo r  any one to  ta k e  away w ith o u t o rd e r s .  B u tt

when th e  King came to  Bhrewsbury th e  myners w ent a l l  f o r  s o ld i e r s .  The
58

works c e a se d , and  th e  s to n e s  w ere c a r r i e d  to  amend highway e s " . L a te r  in

th e  c e n tu ry  th e  lo r d  employed D erb y sh ire  m iners to  s in k  s h a f ts  up to  s ix ty

y a rd s  d eep , b u t  th e  work was a f a i l u r e .  F in a l ly ,  a  deed d a ted  2 9 th . A p r i l ,

171c, allowed no l e s s  a f ig u r e  th an  "Abraham Darby and Company of th e  C ity

o f B r is  t a l l "  to  "d ig g , m ine, la y  up , and  c a r ry  away a l l  such  m ines o f  copper
59

o re  o r  o th e r  m ines o r  m inera 11s" on harm er n e a th  and h(yddle H i l l .  But th e  | 

v e in s  w ere t h in  and th e  m ining u n p ro f i ta b le .  ;

uhen th e  Eger to n s p u rchased  th e  manor i n  th e  l a t e  159C*s one o f  th e  |

f i r s t  th in g s  th ey  d id  was to  o b ta in  a c h a r te r  f o r  a r a b b i t  w arren  on Harmer* 

The r i g h t s  were th en  le a s e d  to  th e  iWyforda (who h e ld  la n d  i n  ivarton/ and a
I

lo d g e  o r  w arren -house  was b u i l t .  A p a in e  l a i d  a t  th e  manor c o u r t  i n  1611 j

i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t ,  "ho man w ith in  t h i s  L o rd sh ip  s h a l l  keepe any f i r r e t t a  o r  I

n e t t s  f o r  th e  d e s tro y in g  o f  Cony e s ,  th e  w arren er and h i s  s e rv a n ts  ex cep ted " , j

The w arren  house  was l e t  to  a la b o u re r  a n d j |2 ^ ^ ^ |e g u la ily ju s ^

58. Gough, p . 175» 32 . I
39. Box 105,  B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n ,  Bhrewsbury.
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a s  w ell*  The le a s e  o f  th e  w arren  q u ick ly  p assed  frcan one hand to  another#  

to  Gough’ s  f b th e r  and Thomas Ju x , to  Thomas In a s to n  o f  S h o tto n , to  Thom s 

Hodgkins o f  M ebsco tt, end to  Edward H e ll o f  B a ld e r to n . F in a lly #  th e  neigh

b o u rin g  landow ners w ere so  weary o f  th e  damage cau sed  by  w andering r a b b i t s  

t h a t  tw e lve  o f  them Jo in e d  to g e th e r  a t  th e  end o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  

to  p u rch a se  a le a s e  i n  o rd e r  to  keep them under p ro p e r  c o n tr o l .  The lo r d  

was none to o  p o p u la r  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r is h .

oo th e  common a t  Harmer was r e l a t i v e l y  u n a f fe c te d  by th e  improvements 

th a t  w ere tra n s fo rm in g  th e  lan d sca p e  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  the  p a r i s h .  But th e

mere t / i a t  l a y  a lo n g s id e  i t#  w hich gave th e  d i s t r i c t  i t s  name# underw ent th e
oÇ

m ost r a d i c a l  and m ost s u c c e s s fu l  change fjpfc' a l l ,  f o r  i n  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f

th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  i t  was o o n p le te ly  d ra in e d  and  c o n v e rte d  to  p a s tu re .

I t  had once h e ld  a g r e a t  s t o r e  o f  f i s h ,  e s p e c ia l ly  e e l s ,  f o r  th e  k e ep e r o f

i'.^ddle C a s t le ,  b u t  a f t e r  the  c a s t l e  had  gcme to  r u in  th e  f is h in g  r i ^ t s  were

le a s e d  t o  th e  lo c a l  gentry#  I n  1563, S i r  Andrew C o rb e tt o f  M oreton C orbet

and Humphrey Hanmer o f M arton sh a re d  th e  f i s h in g  r i g h t s  a t  L 3 .6 s .8 d . a y e a r ,

b u t i n  1388 Mr. R ich a rd  C o rb e tt h e ld  them by h im s e lf .  The 1602 su rv e y

names R o b e rt C o rb e t, E sq ., h o ld in g  a t  w i l l ,  "a w a te r  c a l l e d  th e  harem eare ,

and f i s h in g  an d  so y le  w ith in  th e  bank es . . .  and  th e  c o le  a rk e  and fish h o u se

Qancke". By I 617 i t  was i n  th e  Jo in t-o w n e rsh ip  o f  b i r  R ichard  C o rb e tt  and

R ich a rd  K e lto n , g e n t . ,  a t  th e  in c re a s e d  r e n t  o f  LlO , and se v en te en  y e a rs

l a t e r ,  when #^ndrew C o rb e tt had succeeded  h i s  f a t h e r ,  th e  term s w ere th e

same. I t  was a b o u t t h i s  tim e t l i a t  th e  d ra in a g e  scheme was p u t  i n t o  o p e ra tis sk
6u

Gough’ s  a cc o u n t c an n o t be b e t te r e d .______________________________ .

6c. Gough, p .3C .
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"Harem eare Mosse wee Incoüpasseà  round w ith  th e  w a te r  o f  t h i s  Meare; 

h o w b e it, th e  n e ig h b o u rs  d id  g e t t  some tu rv e s  upon i t ,  which th ey  c a r ry  ed 

o v er th e  w a te r  i n  b o a ts ; b u t t  o i r  Andrew C o rb e tt caused  a la rg e  cau sey , o r  

banks, to  bee r a i s e d  throw th e  w a te r , so e  t h a t  te a  mes and c a r t s  m igh t e a s i ly  

p a sse  from  Haremeare h e a th  to  th e  Mosse, and  th e  tu rv e s ,  (w hich b e e f  o re  we 

had f r e e l y , )  were s o ld  a t t  8d. a y a rd , t h a t  i s ,  80 sq u a re  y a ro s , to  c u t t  

and  la y  upon, which y ie ld e d  a lo a d s  f o r  th e  b e a t  team s t h a t  was. A fte rw ard , 

o i r  Andrew C o rb e tt  and Mr. K e lto n  caused  t h i s  k e a re  to  b ee  lo o se d  and made

d ry , and c o n v e rted  i t  to  meadow and p a s tu re " .  The " tu rv e s"  were th en  taken

to  be s o ld  i n  Bhrew sbury, "soe  t h a t  th e  T urbary  i s  much w asted  and  th e  

T u rf es a r e  much d e a re r . Hoe t i i a t  a y a rd  o f  p e s te s  w hich was fo rm erly  a t  

dd . i s  now s e t t  a t  2 s ."  h e re  a r e  a l l  th e  elem ents o f  'im provem ent*. A 

la b o u re r  was i n s t a l l e d  in  th e  Mear house , th e  b o u n d a rie s  were ma ik e d  o u t 

w ith  s t a k e s ,  and  when th e  mere was d ry , " th e r e  were o a t e l l  p u t t  i n  i t  a s  a 

la y ; and a f t e r ,  a s  i t  beeoame d ry  and sound , i t  was d iv id e d  in to  s e v e r a l l

p e ic e s ” . Because o f  th e  p e a ty  n a tu re  o f  th e  s o i l ,  most o f  i t  has co n tin u ed

to  be u se d  a s  p a s tu re .

A n o th e r d ra in a g e  scheme had  been s u c c e s s f u l ly  com pleted  s e v e ra l  decades 

e a r l i e r .  T h is  liad in v o lv e d  th e  g l a c ia l  m eres known a s  Myddle F oo ls t h a t  la y  

beyond th e  o p e n - f ie ld s  where ttie  jzHnchbrook s tre am  took i t s  l e i s u r e l y  co u rse  

n o r th  o f  tlie  v i l l a g e  and on tow ards B leap . The m eres w ere c o n v e rted  i n to  

meadows and  p a s tu re  and added to  e x is t in g  la r g e  f i e l d s  to  c r e a te  a new farm , 

c a l le d  B ro o o h u rs t Farm, whose h i s to r y  w i l l  b e  examined i n  more d e t a i l  l a t e r ,  

( i n  p a s s in g , i t  may be n o ted  t h a t  th e  a d jo in in g  f i e l d s  known a s  th e  B inn ings
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were b ro u g h t in to  c u l t i v a t io n  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  manner from th e  r e s t .  The 

1563 su rv e y o r  m entions t h a t  th e s e  f i e l d s  w ere g iven  by  th e  L ords S tra n g e  to  

t h e i r  c a r r i e r s ,  who o p e ra te d  betw een Myddle and Shrew sbury. S ix  te n a n ts  

were s t i l l  farm ing  t h i s  la n d  in  I 363 w ith o u t pay ing  a ry  r e n t ,  though t h e i r  

a n c e s to r s  had long  s in c e  ceased  to  c a r ry  th e  l o r d 's  goods t o  and from  th e  

m ancet.)

Gough was u n su re  w he ther Myddle ro o ls  w ere once s to c k e d  w ith  f i s h ,  b u t

he b e l ie v e d  t h a t  w in te r  fow ls g a th e re d  th e r e .  Mar to n  F oo l had  th e  b e n e f i t

o f b o th . " I t  i s  w e ll  s to r e d  o f d e l i c a te  la rg e  p i c k e r e l l ,  b e e s id e s  a
61

m ulty tude  o f  roao li, d ace , and o th e r  sm all f i s h e s " ,  w ro te  Gough. Cne o f  

th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  Fenim ere poo ls has been  d ra in e d , b u t  i t  i s  p o o r, p e a ty  s o i l  

t h a t  h a s  n ev er been  p loughed: Mar ton  m igh t have been  j u s t  a s  p r o f i t a b l e  a s  

i t  w as. The m ain re a so n  why i t  was nelrer d ra in e d , how ever, was th e  d iv id e d  

ow nership . Not o n ly  d id  th e  Fenim ere boundary  go r i g h t  th ro u g h  th e  m iddle 

o f i t ,  b u t  th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  o f  M arten c la im ed  h a l f  o f w hat was l e f t *  The 

lo rd  had  to  be  c o n te n t  w ith  le a s in g  o u t h i s  f i s h in g  r i g h t s  t o  th e  Hanmers o f  

Myddlewood a t  lO s. p e r  annum. The poo l s t i l l  covers  45^ a c r e s .  harm er 

Moss F ana  en c lo se d  189 i a c r e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  sa y  how much o f  Broom- 

h u r s t  Farm o r ig in a l ly  la y  under w a te r; in  s i z e  i t  would come somewhere 

between th e  o th e r  two.

The p e r io d  from  th e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  to  th e  e a r ly  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry

w itn e s se d  th e  moat in te n s e  r e d a c t i o n  o f  farm ing la n d  from  th e  woods and
ojc

th e  p o o ls . In  l i t t l e  more than  a hundred  and f i f t y  y e a rs  n^early  a thousand
■a

61. Gough, p .31^
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new a c r e s  w ere b ro u g h t in to  c u l t i v a t io n .  The e r^ ro s s in g  o f  farm s and 

tenem en ts d u rin g  th e  e ig h te e n th  and e a r ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  has made 

th e  f i r s t  d e t a i l e d  acco u n t o f  lan d o im ersh ip  ( th e  1838 T ith e  Award) 

d i f f i c u l t  to  u se . iAit th e  seven new tenem ents w ith in  D iv l in  \nood and 

Brendwood seem to  have had a coobined  a re a  o f  j u s t  under 300 a c re s ;  

th e  l a t e r  e n c lo su re  o f  and encroachm ents upon i^ddlew ood, a t  a c o n se rv a tiv e  

e s t im a te ,  w ould acco u n t f o r  230 new a c re s ;  and th e  d ra in a g e  o f  Harmer and 

Myddle x o o ls  would add a n o th e r  230-300 a c r e s .  w ith  th e  encroachm ents 

upon o th e r  comnons su d i as  B ilm arsh  an d  B a ld e r to n  G reen, and w ith  th e  

f e l l i n g  o f  more tim b er in  Myddle P a rk , p lu s  a l l  th e  l i t t l e  improvements 

to  in d iv id u a l  fa rm s, th e  t o t a l  f ig u re  would be  a t  l e a s t  a thousand  a c r e s .

I f  t h i s  was happening  i n  a l l  th e  woodland com m unities o f E ngland, o r  even 

j u s t  i n  a l a r g e  nunber o f  them , i t  i s  easy  t o  se e  whj' th e y  a t t r a c t e d  immi

g ra n ts  and ab so rb ed  much o f th e  n a t io n a l  r i s e  i n  p o p u la tio n . The f o r e s t  

zones end th e  towns were th e  two "m ajor grow th a re a s "  o f  t h i s  p e rio d .
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CtluTER 2

P o p u la tio n  and The Koonomy 

( i )  Ih e  i  o p u la tlo n
1

The 1524 and 1544 la y  s u b s id ie s  a r e  In o o n ^ le te  and c an n o t be  used  to

g iv e  any e s tim a te d  t o t a l  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  H yddle. However, a f irm  b a se

n e a r  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  p e r io d  i s  p ro v id ed  by th e  d io c e sa n  r e tu r n s  o f  
2

1563. At t h a t  tim e th e re  w ere 14 househo lds in  th e  c h a p e lry  o f  H ed n all, 

and  a n o th e r  54 houaeholcb in  the  r e s t  o f  th e  p arish*  I f  th e s e  household  

f ig u r e s  a r e  m u l t ip l ie d  by f i v e ,  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  would have been  a b o u t 

70 f o r  H ad n e ll end a round  270 f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p a r i s h ,  g iv in g  a n  ap p ro x i

m ate f ig u r e  o f  340 f o r  th e  e n t i r e  p a rish *  ( i t  i s  n o t alw ays p o s s ib le  t o  

speak  o n ly  o f  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r is h  w ith  w hich t h i s  h i s to r y  i s  concerned , 

f o r  sane  f ig u r e s  in c lu d e  H adnall) •

I t  i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  be  p r e c is e  ab o u t th e  nunber o f  househo lds i n  

l a t e r  tim es* The 16C3 d io cesan  r e tu m s  do n o t  s u rv iv e , and  n e i th e r  do th e  

p r o t e s t a t i o n  r e tu r n s  o f  1641-42* F u rth e rm o re , two o f  th e  th r e e  h e a r th - ta x  

r e tu rn s  o f  C h arle s  I I ' s  r e ig n  a r e  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  in  t h a t  th ey  do n o t in c lu d e  

th e  number o f  fa m ilie e  who w ere exempt from th e  ta x ,  w h ile  th e  u s e fu l  r e tu r n
3

o f  1672 o n ly  l i s t s  th e  exempted househo lds by  each hund red , and n o t by each  

p a rish *  borne f a m i l i a r  Ivyddle nam% can  be s p o t te d  am ongst th e  exem pt, b u t  

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  know w here th e  p a r is h  group s t a r t s  and ends i n  such an  

u n tid y  l i s t *  The f a m i l ia r  names amount to  on ly  16*3 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p a r is h

1 . F .R .O . E. 179/ 166/ 129,  and E* 179/ 16^ 156.
2 . H a r l. Mss. 394, f . l 6 0 ,  B r i t i s h  Museum.
3 .  F .R .O . F .179/166/216 .
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t o t a l ,  b u t  a s  th e  number o f  exempt f o r  th e  whole county  av e rag ed  23 p e rc e n t ,  

p e rh ap s  a few more s t r a n g e  nam es, which a p p ea r n e i th e r  i n  th e  p e r is h  r e g i s t 

e r s  n o r i n  any o th e r  r e c o rd ,  ought to  be  added* I f  th e  c h a p e lry  i s  ex c lu d ed , 

K yddle had  76 ta x e d  h o u se h o ld s , and a t  l e a s t  a n o th e r  13 t h a t  w ere exempt, 

g iv in g  a t o t a l  o f  91* H ad n a ll had 29 a s s e s s e d  h o u seh o ld s , and perhaps 

a n o th e r  s i x  t h a t  were exempt i f  one assum es t h a t  th e  exem pted group formed 

th e  same p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  t o t a l  a s  i n  th e  r e s t  o f Myddle p a rish *  T h is would 

g iv e  a g rand  t o t a l  o f  126 h o u se h o ld s , o r  a rough p o p u la tio n  f ig u r e  o f  630* 

Between I 363 and 1672 th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  may have r i s e n ,  th e r e f o re ,  by  a b o u t 

85 p e rç o it*

The h e a r th - ta x  r e tu r n s  can  be checked a g a in s t  th e  Conqpton census r e tu r n s  
4

o f  1676,  w hich re c o rd e d  40Ô peo p le  i n  th e  whole p a rish *  The census seems 

to  have in c lu d e d  o n ly  th o s e  who w ere o v e r 16 y e a rs  o f a g e , and  i t  has been  

su g g e s te d  th a t  th o se  who w ere  under ^ e  age  o f  I 6 acco u n ted  f o r  ro u g h ly  40
5

p e rc e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n *  I f  one assum es t h a t  t h i s  was so  i n  Myddle,

and m u l t ip l ie s  th e  f ig u r e  a c c o rd in g ly , t h i s  would g iv e  a t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  o f

a b o u t 612* T h is i s  a s  n e a r  to  th e  f ig u r e  from th e  h e a r th - ta x  r e tu r n s  a s  one

c o u ld  re a so n a b ly  expec t from  such rou£^ c a lc u la t io n s  a s  these*

Gough q u o tes  a p e t i t i o n  t h a t  was drawn up i n  1693 b y  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f
6

th e  c h a p e lry  o f  H ad n a ll, "b e in g  t h i r t y  f a m i l ie s " .  T h is , to o ,  was p ro b ab ly  

a round f ig u r e  t h a t  does n o t  in c lu d e  th e  poor ( f o r  29 f a m il ie s  w ere a s s e s s e d

i n  1672) .  Gough c la im ed  to  have w r i t te n  abou t " a l l ,  o r  m ost p a r t  o f  th e
- - -     - —  -         —'

4* V;iHiam  S a l t  L ib ra ry , S ta f f o r d .
5 .  C .V i.C halk lin , * The Coronton Census o f  1676: The D ioceses o f  C an te ib u rv  

and R ocliesterJ K ent R eco rd s . XVII. 19^C. pp. 153-74^
6 . Gough, p . 13*
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7
fe ro ily e s  i n  t h i s  s id e  o f  th e  p e r is h " ,  end e c a r e f u l  co u n t o f  th e  nunber o f

f a m i l ie s  t h a t  he  m entions a s  l iv in g  th e r e  in  I 70I  comes t o  83.  a t  a minimum,

th e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  w ere 113 f a m i l ie s ,  o r  a rough t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  375,

l iv in g  i n  Myddle and h a d n a ll  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tury*  ^ s  th e

f ig u r e s  f o r  b o th  À^ddle and th e  c h a p e lry  a r e  m inim al, one a g a in  comes to  th e

c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  somewhere i n  th e  o rd e r  o f  600 p e o p le , p e rh ap s a sc o re  o r  so

more, w ere l iv i n g  i n  th e  p a r is h  i n  th e  l a t e  S tu a r t  period#

A f i n a l  rough check i s  p ro v id ed  by th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  census o f  I 80I ,

when th e r e  were 1 ,141  p eo p le  l iv in g  i n  th e  parish*  The Cambridge group has 
Ô

su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  n a t io n a l  p o p u la tio n  doubled du rihg  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n t

u ry  and th a t  a rough gu ide  t o  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  any one p la c e  i n  I 700 can  be 

p ro v id ed  by h a lv in g  th e  f ig u r e  f o r  I 80I* * This would s u g g e s t  a t o t a l  o f  

a b o u t 570 i n  J.'Iyddle i n  1700* T h is  i s  v e ry  n e a r  to  p re v io u s  e s t im a te s ,  

w hich may have been a b i t  too  h ig h  i n  u s in g  a m u l t ip l i e r  o f  f iv e*  A ll  fo u r  

in d ic a to r s  t h a t  have been  u sed  p o in t  to  a t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  o f  570-630* To 

sa y  t h a t  th e r e  w ere a b o u t 600 p eo p le  l iv i n g  in  th e  whole p a r i s h  d u rin g  th e  

c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , would n o t be f a r  o f f  th e  mark.

T h is  means t h a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  p a r is h  ro se  from  a b o u t 340 in  

1363 to  a b o u t 600 in  1700* I f  th e  c h a p e lry  o f H adnall i s  ex c luded , then  

th e  f ig u r e s  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p a r is h  would show a r i s e  from  a b o u t 270 to  

a b o u t 450, which i s  an in c re a s e  o f  a ro u n d  tw o -th ird s*  a  p re lim in a ry  look  

a t  th e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  co n firm s t h i s  in c re a se*  The t o t a l  number o f b a p tism  

and b u r i a l  e n t r i e s  w ere a v e ra g in g  16 a y e a r  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  c ^ t u r y ,  

r i s i n g  s lc w ly  t o  17*5 d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  I 6CO-40,  th e n  in c r e a s in g  sh a rp ly  to  

7* Gough, p . 44*
8 . B .ii.V irig ley , ed*. In tr o d u c t io n  t o  E n g lish  H is to r i c a l  Demograihy.

London, 1966* p . 55»
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25 e n t r i e s  s  y e a r  betw een  1647-60, when a la rg e  nunber o f  im n ig re n ts  

e n te re d  th e  p e r i s h ,  end ree o h in g  30 a y e a r  du ring  th e  l a s t  f o r t y  y e a rs  o f 

th e  se v e n te e n th  century*

T h is  p o p u la tio n  r i s e  o c c u rre d  a l l  o v er Shropsh ire*  In  th e  d io cesan  

census r e tu r n s  o f  1563, th e r e  were ab o u t 600 households i n  th e  p a r is h e s  

and c h a p e lr ie s  t h a t  came w i th in  th e  Hundred o f id jah ill*  I n  th e  h e a r th - ta x  

r e tu r n s  o f  1672, th e  number o f  househo lds w ith in  th e  same hundred  t o t a l l e d  

1,255* The t o t a l  in c re a s e  i n  p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  th o se  109 y e a rs  was a b o u t 

64 p e rc e n t ,  w h id i was o n ly  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  th an  th a t  f o r  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle*

A more d e ta i l e d  a n a ly s i s  o f  dem ographic t re n d s  w ith in  th e  p a r is h  m ust now be 

a tte m p te d , by a sc ru tin y  o f  th e  p a r is h  r e g is te r s *

The p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  o f  Myddle s u rv iv e  i n  an  incom ple te  form  from th e  

y e a r  1541, j u s t  th re e  y e a rs  a f t e r  Thomas C rom w ell's o rd e r  t h a t  a l l  b a p tism s , 

b u r i a l s ,  and  m arriag es  w ere t o  b e  rec o rd ed  by th e  r e le v a n t  p a r i s h  a u th o r ity *
9

They have b een  p r in te d  by th e  S h ro p sh ire  l a r i s h  R e g is te r  S o c ie ty  f o r  th e  

y e a rs  1541-1643 and 1681-1812, and  th e  in te rv e n in g  y e a rs  a r e  l a r g e ly  co v ered  

by th e  b i s h o p 's  t r a n s c r i p t s  now housed a t  th e  L ic h f ie ld  J o i n t  Record O ffice*  

The s e r i e s  i s  m arred by a nunber o f gaps i n  th e  rec o rd in g s*  Some o f  

th e s e  a r e  o n ly  o f  a few months' lu r a t io n ,  b u t  o th e rs  a re  more s e r io u s  end l a s t  

f o r  s e v e r a l  years*  The e a r l i e s t  r e g i s t e r  i s  con tinuous f r o n  1541 to  1553, 

b u t  d u rin g  th e  r e ig n  o f  Mary Tudor th e  e n t r i e s  cease  a l t o g e th e r ,  even though 

th e  r e c t o r ,  John  H ig g in s , had b een  r e g u la r ly  keep ing  a r e g i s t e r  ev er s in c e  he 

h ad  s t a r t e d  h i s  incumbency s i x t e e n  months o r  so  p rev iously*  He resum ed h i s  

ta s k  upon th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  Queen E lizabe th*  "The R e g e s te r  w a n tith  f o r  a l l  

t h e  R aine  o f  Queene M arie, b e in g e  5 y eares"  i s  w r i t te n  on th e  page where th e  

9* S h ro p s h ire  P a r is h  R e g is te r  S o c ie ty , L ic h f ie ld  P ie c e s ^ . XIX* p t* l*
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e n t r i e s  s t a r t  a g a in  i n  November, 1558.

There a r e  f u r th e r  gaps i n  1566- 67,  1614-15, and 1629-31, b u t  o th erw ise  

th e re  a r e  e n t r i e s  f o r  n e a r ly  every  month u n t i l  I 638. The l a s t  i l l n e s s  o f  

th e  r e c t o r ,  R alph A inas to n , a cco u n ts  f o r  th e  gap betw een 1629 and 1631, b u t  

thiere a r e  no in d ic a t io n s  a s  to  why e n t r i e s  a re  m issing  f o r  th e  two e a r l i e r  

pe riods#  O th e rw ise , th e s e  e e r ly  r e g i s t e r s  seem to  be a s  c o n s is te  as shy 

o th e rs  f o r  t h a t  period# S ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  r e g i s t e r s  t h a t  s u rv iv e  a re  usu

a l l y  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  e n t r i e s  p u t to g e th e r  i n  a bound volume round 

ab o u t th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  cen tu ry#  The e a r l i e s t  re c o rd in g s  w ere norm ally  made 

on lo o se  s h e e ts  (w hich c o u ld  e a s i ly  be l o s t / ,  so  i n  1597 th e  governm ent o rd e re d  

t h a t  a l l  e n t r i e s  sh o u ld  b e  w r i t te n  in  a s p e c ia l  r e g i s t e r  k e p t f o r  th a t  p u rp o se ,

and th a t  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  p re v io u s  e n t r i e s  w ere to  be  made i n to  th e  new volume

by th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  churchwardens# a s  a f u r th e r  s a fe g u a rd , i t  was a l s o  

o rd e red  t h a t  from  th a t  d a te  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f a l l  e n t r ie s  w ere t o  be  s e n t  each 

y e a r  to  th e  b ish o p  o f  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  d iocese#  Thus, th e  Myddle r e g i s t e r  f o r  

1541 to  1599 i s  a s e r i e s  o f  t r a n s c r ip t s  o f th e  o r ig in a l  e n t r i e s ,  w ith  each 

page s ig n e d  by th e  r e c t o r ,  Ralph K in a s to n , and h i s  churchw ardens, Hunphrey 

R eynolds and  R ich a rd  Gough# NJLnaston c o n tin u ed  to  s ig n  each page o f  new

e n t r i e s  u n t i l  h i s  d ea th  i n  1629, so  i t  i s  l i k e ly  th a t  he took  c a re  to  se e

t h a t  th e y  w ere  acc u ra te#  H is t r a n s c r ip t s  o f th e  s ix te e n th - c e n tu ry  r e g i s t e r s  

a r e  a l s o  l i k e l y  to  have been  c a r e f u l  ones, b u t t h i s  le a v e s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  

how r e l i a b l e  w ere th e  o r ig in a l  reco rd ings#

Gough was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  e a r ly  r e g i s t e r s  were c a r e f u l ly  a t te n d e d  

to# "The I b r i s h  R e g is te r  o f  Myddle was d i l l i g e n t l y  o rd e re d  i n  th e  tim es o f  

r.îr# Tho# W ilto n  [1568- 9^  and lùr# Ralph K inaston  ] l5 9 6 - l6 3 ^  • • •  I n  th e
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b eg in n in g  o f  Idr. M ore's tim e , w h ile s t  2,hr. i e t e r  Ledsham was h i s  c u ra te

id le d  1636] ,  th e  R e g is te r  was c a r e f u l ly  k e p t;  b u t t  a f te rw a rd s  n e g lig e n t ly
10

ob se rv ed , and in  th e  V«ar tim e a l to g e th e r  n e g le c te d " . Thomas More was th e  

on ly  a b se n te e  r e c t o r  o f th e  s ix te e n th  and  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .  He was 

e je c te d  from b o th  ilyddle and E llesm ere  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  W ars, and re p la c e d  

i n  Myddle by  th e  p u r i ta n ,  Joshua R ichardson . The w o rs t gap i n  th e  r e g i s t e r *  

s t a r t s  d u rin g  h is  incumbency i n  I 638. F o r  th e  n ex t f iv e  y e a rs  th e r e  i s  no 

in fo rm a tio n  abou t b u r i a l s ,  b u t  a few b ap tism s and m arriag es were e n te re d  

in te r m i t t e n t ly  u n t i l  1643, when th e  re c o rd in g s  cease  a l to g e th e r .  The o r ig in a l  

r e g i s t e r  does n o t su rv iv e  f o r  th e  n e x t g e n e ra t io n , and th e r e  a r e  no more 

e n t r i e s  u n t i l  a f t e r  Ledyday, 1681. F o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  gap i s  l a r g e ly  covered  

by th e  (u n p rin te d ) b is h o p 's  t r a n s c r i p t s  a t  L ic h f ie ld .  Ih e se  commence in  

1647 and co n tin u e  beyond 1681, b u t ,  h e re  a g a in , th e  b a p tism a l e n t r i e s  betw een 

1633 and 1659 a re  m iss in g . There a re  a l s o  gaps i n  bo th  r e g i s t e r s  and  t r a n s 

c r i p t s  betw een 1686-89 (d u r in g  th e  l a s t  i l l n e s s  o f  th e  r e c t o r ,  W illiam  H o llo 

way) and 1704- 9, b u t  o th e rw ise  th e  s e r i e s  i s  com plete u n t i l  1812, and beyond.

The b is h o p 's  t r a n s c r ip t s  do n o t s u rv iv e  b e fo re  1647, b u t  where th e y  o v e r

la p  w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  r e g i s t e r  a f t e r  1681, th ey  have been found  t o  compare 

a c c u ra te ly ,  which augurs w e ll  f o r  the  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th o se  t h a t  c o v e r th e  gap 

betw een  1647 and I 68I .  The system  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f a l t e r e d  j u s t  b e fo re  th e  

o u tb re a k  o f  the  C iv i l  V<ars, and br<^e down co m p le te ly  d u rin g  i t .  T h is ,  o f  

c o u rs e ,  i s  a comnon f a i l i n g .  A memorandum i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  u nder th e  y e a r  

1693 s t a t e s  th a t  t r a n s c r i p t s  co n tin u ed  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  W ars, b u t  "Whereas

i n  th e  y e a r  1644 b u t  one b u r i a l  i s  e n te re d , i n  th e  y e a r  1645, b u t  one c h r i s t e n -  

1 0 . G o u ^ , p. 22.
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in g  i s  e n te re d , and from  th e  4 th .  o f  lyLey *86 u n t i l l  Mr. Holw ay's b u r i a l ,  

v i z .  June  2 5 th , 1689, n o th in g  i s  e n te re d " . I t  was th e  o r ig in a l  r e g i s t e r » ,  

n o t  th e  t r a n s c r i p t s ,  t h a t  w ere la c k in g . There i s  n o th in g  to  su g g e s t t h a t  

th e  t r a n s c r ip t s  e r e  a n y th in g  b u t  a f a i t h f u l  re c o rd  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  e n t r i e s .

The d e fe c ts  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  o b v iously  im p a ir t h e i r  r e l i a b i l i t y  a s  a 

so u rc e  o f  in fo rm a tio n . The gaps f o r  th e  l6 0 -y e e r  p e r io d  betw een 1541 and 

1701 amount to  a b o u t tw enty  y e a rs  f o r  each o f  th e  th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p es  o f 

e n tr y  -  b a p tism a l, b u r i a l ,  and m arriag e . This i s  a s e r io u s  om ission , 

am ounting to  o n e -e ig h th  o f  th e  p e r io d . On th e  o th e r  hand, t h i s  i s  a problem  

conmon t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  a lm o st a l l  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s ,  and  Myddle i s  anxmg th e  

more fo r tu n a te  i n  hav ing  r e g i s t e r s  t h a t  s t a r t  a s  f a r  back a s  1341, w h ile  th e  

c o n tin u o u s  l i s t i n g  o f  o ccu p a tio n s  betw een 1541 and I 660 makes i t  a re c o rd  o f  

g r e a t  v a lu e . The gaps sh o u ld  n o t  le a d  to  th e  r e j e c t i o n  o f th e  r e g i s t e r s  a s  

w o r th le s s .

But how r e l i a b l e  a r e  th e  e n t r i e s  t h a t  su rv iv e ?  No s ta n d a rd  form  was 

e v e r  l a i d  down u n t i l  Lord H ardw icks*s M arriage ^ c t  o f  1753. T here a r e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  g r e e t  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  th e  form  o f th e  r e g i s t e r s ,  n o t  on ly  from  p e r is h  

to  p a r i s h ,  b u t  from  g e n e ra t io n  to  g e n e ra t io n  w ith in  th e  same p a r is h .  However, 

th e  È^ÿddle r e g i s t e r s  have o n ly  two m ajor changes th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  1541 

to  1812. Up to  1660 th e  e n t r i e s  a r e  i n  L a tin  and  o ccu p a tio n s  a r e  g iv en ; a f t e r  

th e  R e s to ra t io n , th e  e n t r i e s  a r e  i n  E n g lish  and th e  o ccu p a tio n s  a r e  o m itted .

The ev idence  o f  th e  r e g i s t e r s  i s  n o t s e r io u s ly  d i s t o r t e d  by Non

c o n fo rm ity , f o r  d i s s e n te r s  w ere few i n  number b e fo re  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , 

an d , anyway, g e n e r a l ly  seem t o  have a cc ep ted  th e  A ng lican  b ap tism , b u r i a l ,  

and  m arriag e  s e r v ic e s .  Vvhat i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rm ine  i s  w he ther 

th e r e  a r e  s e r io u s  u n d e r- re c o rd in g s  d u rin g  th e  p e rio d s  when th e re  a r e  no
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o b v io n s gaps i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s .  F or in s ta n c e ,  in  A ugust, I 6I I ,  fo u r  l i n e s

a r e  e ra s e d  because th e y  c o n ta in  two e n t r i e s  t h a t  had p re v io u s ly  been  g iv e n .

..a s  i t  common f o r  e n t r i e s  t o  be  in s e r te d  la te ?  and  i f  s o , d id  t h i s  p r a c t ic e

le a d  to  some c a se s  b e in g  fo rg o t te n  a lto g e th e r?  There i s  no way o f  knowing,

e x ce p t to  say  th a t  a person  o f  a lo n g -e s ta b lis h e d  Myddle fbm ily  som etim es

h as  no b a p tism a l e n t r y ,  b u t  i s  l a t e r  rec o rd ed  a s  m arry ing  o r  dying  i n  the

p e r i s h ,  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  he i s  b a p tis e d ,  b u t  has no b u r i a l  r e c o rd . T h is

p o in t  has been a rg u e d  a t  some le n g th  by  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  dem ographers. The
11

Cambridge group has su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  b ap tism  r e g i s t e r s  g e n e ra l ly  under

r e c o rd  by  some 13 p e rc e n t ,  end  t h a t  b u r i a l  t o t a l s  need to  be in c re a s e d  by
12

a b o u t 10 p e rc e n t. J .T .I jw u s e  would p u t th ese  f ig u r e s  a t  a low er l e v e l ,  

a t  a b o u t 10 p e rc e n t end  5 p e rc e n t r e s p e c t iv e ly .  S u f f i c i e n t  to  sa y  a t  t h i s  

s t a g e ,  t h a t  th e  I^yddle r e g i s t e r s  c e r t a in ly  do n o t re c o rd  every  b a p tism  and 

b u r i a l  th a t  m ust have tak en  p la c e  a t  th e  p a r is h  church .

Names t h a t  e r e  unknown to  th e  p e r is h  r e g i s t e r s  som etim es o c cu r in  o th e r  

s o u rc e s .  Die w i l l s  t h a t  su rv iv e  a t  L icrfifield  o f te n  m ention c h i ld re n  who do 

n o t  a p p e a r  i n  th e  b a p tism a l e n t r i e s ,  o r  th ey  o th e rw ise  h e lp  t o  u n ra v e l 

r e l a t i o n s h ip s  w ith in  a fa m ily . They a re  a ls o  o f  u se  i n  naming w iv e s , f o r  

th e  m arriag e  o f te n  took  p la c e  i n  a n o th e r  p e rish  and  was n o t re c o rd e d  i n  

M yddle. A nother u s e f u l  so u rce  to r  demographic pu rposes i s  th e  m an o ria l 

su rv e y s  and r e n t a l s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  such  su rv ey s as  th e  ones o f  1602 end 1638 

w hich re c o rd  copyhold  le a s e s  f o r  th r e e  l iv e s .  These l iv e s  were o f te n  th o se  

o f  a w ife  and th e  e ld e s t  c h i ld r e n ,  and th ey  a g a in  r e v e a l  s e v e ra l  names t h a t

U .  A r ig le y , op. c i t . ,  p .83.
12 . J .T .K ra u se , ' The Changing Adequacy o f  E n g lish  R e g is t r a t io n .

l69C<-1637l i n  F o p u le tio n  i n  h i s t o r y , ed. D.V. G lass & D*E.C. E v e rs le y ,
pp.379-393.
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a r e  un reco rded  i n  th e  p e r is h  r e g i s t e r s .  F in a l ly ,  th e r e  i s  th e  un ique  

so u rc e  o f  Gough's H is to ry . He i s  sometimes wrong w ith  h i s  g e n e a lo g ic a l  

d e t a i l s  and has to  b e  h an d led  w ith  g r e a t  c a re  f o r  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t 

tim e  a f t e r  tim e  he  e x p la in s  a r e la t io n s h ip  t h a t  canzK>t b e  worked o u t frcxa 

o th e r  so u rc e s ; so  much s o , i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  one wonders how o th e r  dem ographers 

manege w ith o u t a Gough. F a r too me^y o f  the  m ost obvious g u esses  a b o u t 

r e la t io n s h ip s  a r e  found  to  be  com plete ly  wrong when checked w ith  Gough.

Die C aabridge g roup  has m ain ta in ed  th a t  tlie  m arriage  r e g i s t e r s  a r e  l i k e l y  

to  be  th e  most a c c u ra te  o f  a l l ,  because  o f  th e  need  o f  a l e g a l  re c o rd  o f  th e
13

m arriag e  s e r v ic e .  One o f  th e  m arriage  p a r tn e rs  was (and  is )  supposed  to  

be  r e s id e n t  w ith in  th e  p a r is h  where th e  ceremony took p la c e . T here  w ere v e ry  

few c a se s  i n  Myddle b e fo re  th e  C iv i l  ««are where n e i th e r  o f  th e  p a r tn e r s  was 

r e s id e n t  i n  th e  p a r i s h ,  b u t  between 1647 and 1701,  12 o f th e  111 m arriag e s  

w ere betw een men and women, n e i th e r  o f  whom l iv e d  i n  Myddle ( th o u g h  in  every

c ase  a t  l e a s t  one p a r tn e r  l iv e d  in  S h ro p sh ire ) . M arriages betw een two

" o u ts id e r s "  a t  Myddle church in c re a se d  during  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . T his 

can  on ly  p e r t ly  be e x p la in e d  by dom estic  s e rv a n ts  r e tu rn in g  from  t h e i r  p la c e
14

o f  work to  m arry i n  th e  church  where they  were b a p tis e d .  Even a f t e r  L ord 

H ardw icke 's  M arriage  A C t, many names a r e  q u i te  s t r a n g e .  I t  seeoa  t h a t  th e r e  

w ere f a v o u r i te  chu rches f o r  w eddings, and t h a t  Myddle was one o f  them.

B aptism  re c o rd s  a r e  h e ld  t o  be th e  l e a s t  r e l i a b l e  o f  th e  t h r e e .  The 

1538 o rd e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  " a l l  c h r is te n in g s "  were to  b e  re c o rd e d . However, 

anyone co u ld  b a p t i s e  a c h i ld  so  long a s  they  s p r in k le d  w a te r  and invoked  th e  

T r in i t y .  I t  was th e  fa sh io n  i n  some q u a rte rs  to  b a p t i s e  a c h i ld  p r i v a t e l y

13* W rig loy , op. c i t .  p .43 .
14.  P a r t  o f  th e  e x p la n a tio n  may be due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e re  w ere  tem porary  

la b o u re rs  and dom estic  s e rv a n ts  i n  Myddle ( f o r  a season) who m arried  
and w ere e n te re d  a s  l iv in g  in  t h e i r  perm anent s e t t le m e n t .



63.

and  to  fo llo w  t h i s  a c t  a few months l a t e r  w ith  jgaiblic baptism * Some c le r g y 

men p r e f e r r e d  to  d e la y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  u n t i l  th e  c h i ld  was b a p tis e d  i n  ch u rch , 

by which tim e he  o r  sh e  co u ld  be  s e v e ra l  months old* I f  a c h i ld  d ie d  b e fo re  

th e  p u b l ic  b a p tism , he may n o t ,  th e r e f o re ,  be e n te re d  i n  th e  b a p tism a l re g 

i s t e r s *  However, th e r e  i s  no ev idence  th a t  th i s  was th e  p r a c t ic e  in  Myddle 

b e fo re  th e  o d d -e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , and th en , th e  d a te  o f  th e  p r iv a te  b ap tism  

was re c o rd e d  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  d a te  o f  th e  s e rv ic e  i n  th e  ohiroh* Ahat ev idence  

t h e r e  i s  su g g e s ts  t h a t  p a re n ts  w ere expected  to  b a p t i s e  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a s
15

soon a s  p o ss ib le *  The S a lop  liOta Book f o r  1668 re c o rd s  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  

o f  R ich a rd  C lark e  a t  th e  b is h o p 's  v i s i t a t i o n  " f o r  k eep in g  one o f  h i s  c h i ld r e n  

w hich i s  a t  l e a s t  h a l f e  a y e a re  o ld  u h b ap tised  and th e  c h i ld  i s  c a l l e d  by 

th e  name o f  irudenoe"*  F o r n o t  complying w ith  th e  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  C la rk e  

was excommunicated* I t  i s  more th a n  l ik e ly  t h a t  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  and 

a e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  th e  b a p tism a l e n t r i e s  r e f e r  t o  c h ild re n  who w ere o n ly  a 

few days o ld , o r  a t  th e  moat a few weWcs* And d u rin g  th e  tim e  o f  th e  Common

w e a lth , i n  acco rdance  w ith  n a t io n a l  p r a c t ic e ,  th e  a c tu a l  b i r t h s ,  in s te a d  o f
16

t h e  d a te  o f  b a p tism , w ere e n te re d  i n  th e  r e g is te r s *

B u r ia ls  a r e  u s u a l ly  reg a rd ed  a s  be ing  b e t te r - r e c o r d e d  th a n  baptism s*

No ch u rch  s e rv ic e  was a llow ed  a t  th e  b u r i a l  o f s u ic id e s ,  execu ted  c r im in a ls ,  

excoromunicat e s ,  and  th o se  who d ie d  u n b a p tise d , b u t  i n  p r a c t ic e  m ost c le rg y  

re c o rd e d  t h e i r  b u r ia ls *  The to d d le  r e g i s te r s  c o n ta in  r e fe re n c e s  t o  c h i ld re n  

who d ie d  u h b a p tis e d , and d u rin g  th e  sev en teen th  c e n tu ry , on ly  R ichard  % oulf 

seems to  have b een  re fu s e d  b u r i a l  i n  th e  church-yard* A f te r  he had k i l l e d  

h im s e lf  by ta k in g  p o iso n , he was i n t e r r e d  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  manner by a

13# W V 7 4 '  L ic h f ie ld .
16* Gougii, p . 22.
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but amm* n i^ t  hi# bo4y *## removed wnd rerburled in  h i#  

own rye-fie ld #  iheee burl#le  ere  not recorded in  the ^ r l# h  r e # # te r e ,

but tiiere la  nothing e le e , e ^ r t  from negligence# to oeuae under^reoording#

The beptie: d o u rle l en tr ie#  have been p lo tted  on the follow ing

graph## ( S e e

The register#  reveal no e ig n ific e n t inoreaee in  the population during 

the 1#te~#l%teenth oentuzy# Indeed, the oooounity wee probebly only ju st 

taw in  twining it#  auobere# Hiere had p ossib ly  been some increase in  the two 

generations before the reg ister#  begin# when w hy o f the wood# had been e lested  

:>nd new land# brought in to  cu ltiv a tio n , but thw # were no new se ttle r #  u n til 

the I3bc*s and l$90*s# when the f i r s t  group o f labourer# arrived# There were 

I j  baptisa# in  1^44# and a sim ilar nu=6er in  1349# but from that time u n til 

I6C4# Uiere were never more than 12 # year# On the other hand# burial#  

reuo^ied peaks o f 16 in  1332# 22 in  1387# and 17 in  1399# and during the period  

1361-1600 there was a to ta l o f 439 b u ria ls a# against 42C baptisms# Even i f  

one allow s that baptisae were more undw-repa^eeented W^n burials# the popur 

la tio n  aeei»s to  >u>ve only ju s t been maintaining i t s  level#  and the in flu x  of 

labourers oould only balance tl«e numbers who died during the worst years o f  

harvest fa ilu r e  during the l3 8 c 's  and 1390*## Jhe population r is e  that 

undoubtedly took p lace between 1363 and 1672 must have taken p lace duzing 

the seventeenth oentury#

The baptism rate rose s lig h t ly  during the f i r s t  two decades o f  the sevent

eenth century# and during the f i r s t  forty  years the number o f baptism# ex

ceeded that of burials by 379 to  338# The only year with an u n u su ally-h i^  

death ra te was I636# when 19 people died# Then during the I b jc 's , both the 

baptism and burial zwtw sta rted  to  r ise  and a second wave o f immigrant
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la b o u re r s ,  much l a r g e r  than  th e  f i r s t ,  began to  e n te r  th e  p a r i s h .  There 

a re  gaps in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  d u rin g  th e  Comnorxwealth p e rio d , j u s t  a t  th e  tim e
Vv6W(

v»hen th e  p o p u la tio n  seems to j s t a r tU r i s in g ,  b u t  when th e  e n t r i e s  recommence 

i n  163d , i t  i s  obvious t h a t  a c o n s id e ra b le  In c re a s e  has ta k e n  p la c e . D uring 

th e  l a s t  f o r t y  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e re  were 392 bap tism s a s  

opposed to  o n ly  462 b u r i a l s .  Vthereas th e  b ap tism  n e v e r ro se  h ig h e r

than  12 in  any one y e a r  betw een I 36I - I 700, f o r  th e  co rre sp o n d in g  p e rio d  a 

c en tu ry  l a t e r ,  i t  was above th a t  f ig u r e  tw ice  a s  maiy tim es a s  i t  was on o r  

below i t .  There were 34 househo lds i n  kydd le  i n  I 363, and ab o u t 91 in  

1672,  and a h ig h  p ro p o r tio n  o f  th e se  37 new houses end c o t ta g e s  m ust have 

been e re c te d  a b o u t th e  m iddle o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  o e n tu ry .

( l i )  H»rv»»t orla»a and «pldenie»

The annual h a rv e s t  was o f  fundam ental im portance f o r  th e  peop le  o f 

Myddle, j u s t  a s  i t  was f o r  every  o th e r  community, b o th  uzban and r u r a l ,  

th roughou t th e  c o u n try . The f a c t  t h a t  S h ro p sh ire  was a p a s to r a l  r a th e r  th a n  

an a ra b le  coun ty  does n o t  le s s e n  th e  im portance  o f  th e  h a rv e s t ,  f o r  bo th  man 

and b e a s t  was dependent u^on good c ro p s . A bad  h a rv e s t  m eant th a t  a c o n s id 

e ra b le  s to c k  o f c a t t l e  had to  b e  k i l l e d  o f f  ( a s  i n  1573) f o r  la c k  o f fo d d e r, 

and an im als a s  w e ll a s  men w ere more l i k e l y  to  su ccu n t to  d is e a s e  i f  th ey  

were c o n s ta n t ly  u n d e r-n o u rish e d .

I r o f e s s o r  G.Hcmklns has shown th a t  h a rv e s ts  o f te n  fo llo w ed  "a sequence 

o f  th r e e  o r  fo u r  good y e a rs  i n  a row, o r  much more d ram atic  i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t s ,
17

th re e  o r  fo u r  f a i l u r e s  i n  a row". a  d is a s t ro u s  h a rv e s t  would fo rc e  th e  

fan n e rs  to  consume p a r t  o f  th e  se e d -c o rn  th e y  had s e t  a s id e  f o r  th e  fo llo w in g

17• Vi. G .H oskins. H arv est F lu c tu a t io m  and E n g lish  Economic H is to ry #  1620-1739 
A g ric . H is t .  R ev .* AVI.  p t . l ,  1 9 ^ »  P«17«
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y e a r ,  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  n ex t h a rv e s t  would a ls o  be d e f i c i e n t ,  and so  

on u n t i l  a p ro lo n g ed  s p e l l  o f  good w ea th e r r e s to re d  th e  y ie ld s  to  t h e i r  

norm al lev e l#  I f  th e  downward s p i r a l  was n o t b roken  by th e  b e n e f i c i a l  

e f f e c t s  o f  th e  w e a th e r, th e n  th e  r e s u l t  was famine# T h is  was th e  c o n s ta n t 

f e a r  t h a t  e x p la in s  th e  numerous re fe re n c e s  t o  th e  w eath ar in  se v e n te e n th -  and  

e a r ly -e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  d i a r i e s ,  and a cco u n ts  f o r  so  much n a t io n a l  l e g i s 

l a t i o n  i n  th e  s ix te e n  til c e n tu ry  in  p a r t ic u la r#

I t  i s  r a r e ly  p o s s ib le  to  t e l l  from  th e  r e g i s t e r s  w he ther a s i g n i f i c a n t
18

r i s e  in  th e  number o f b u r i a l s  was due to  s ta r v a t io n  o r  t o  epidem io d isease#

The two w ere o f te n  r e l a t e d ,  f o r  under-nourishm en t made p eo p le  l e s s  r e s i s t a n t  

t o  d is e a s e ,  and  epidem ics seem t o  have c la im ed  most v ic t im s  a f t e r  th e  popu

l a t i o n  had a lre a d y  been  weakened in  t h i s  way. Thus, th e re  was a n a t io n a l  

fam ine i n  1333-36 and a trem endous r i s e  in  m o r ta l i ty  f ig u re s  du ring  th e  n e x t

two y e a rs  a s  an  epidem ic o f  v i r u l e n t  in f lu e n z a  fo llow ed  i n  th e  wake o f  n e a r -  
19

s ta r v a t io n .  U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  iv'yddle r e g i s t e r s  w ere n o t  k e p t a t  t h i s  tim e , 

and so  th e r e  i s  no way o f  knowing w hether t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  com sunity was 

a f f e c te d .

B a rish  r e g i s t e r s  r a r e l y  m ention cau ses  o f  d e a th , b u t  sometimes i n f e r 

ences can  b e  made from o th e r  so u rc e s . In  May, 1331» n in e  people  d ied  in  

Myddle -  a s  many a s  had d ie d  du ring  th e  w hole o f  th e  p re v io u s  fo u r te e n  m onths.

Bie m in is te r  made no comment a lo n g s id e  th e  e n t r i e s  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r ,  b u t  th e
20

a u th o r  o f  th e  Shrew sbury C h ro n ic le s  had t h i s  t o  say; "1330"1* This y e a re

th e  sw etin g e  sycknes ra ig n y d  i n  England and began f y r s t  in  th y s towne o f

18. The t y p ic a l  c y c le s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  n o t u s u a l ly  long  enough f o r  one 
to  be  s u re .

19# H osk ins, op. c i t .  The fo llo w in g  comments ab o u t n a t io n a l  h a rv e s t  c r i s e s  
a r e  b ased  upon h is  a r t i c l e .

20 . The E a rly  C h ro n ic le s  o f  Shrew sbury, p r in te d  i n  th e  S h ro p sh ire  Arch.
J n l . .  I l l ,  la e o . pp .239-352 .
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L»hrcw8bury, 22 March". I t  i s  v e ry  l i k e l y  th a t  th e  sp re a d  o f  t h i s  s ic k n e s s  

caused  th e  unusual number o f  d ea th s a few weeks l a t e r  in  Myddle. The sw eat

in g  s ic k n e s s ,  to o , had fo llow ed  th re e  h a rv e s ts  t h a t  were d e f i c ie n t  to  d i s 

a s t r o u s .

The n e x t m ajor c r i s i s  came in  1373» though th e re  had  been  s e v e ra l  d e f ic 

i e n t  h a rv e s ts  i n  betw een . That y e a r , th e  C h ron ic les  re c o rd  th a t  "mutche 

c a t t e l l  pe ry shed  f o r  w aunt o f  foodo end su c k e r" , and i n  th e  O ctober o f 1574» 

"The w e th e r  was gyvyn t o  su to h e  ray n e  . . .  t h a t  many husbandmen were fo rsy #  

t o  keeps t h e i r e  ry e  grownde f o r  b a r le y s " .  There was no d ram atic  r i s e  i n  th e

number o f  b u r i a l s  a t  irljydkile, b u t  even so  th e  t o t a l  d e a th s  tar  th e  h a rv e s t  
21

y e a r  i n  1375 was h ig h e r  th a n  a t  any o th e r  tim e s in c e  th e  o u tb reak  o f  sw ea tin g  

s ic k n e s s .

T here w ere s e v e ra l  good h a rv e s ts  d u rin g  the  1580*s, b u t  th e re  was d e f ic 

ien c y  i n  1383, le a d in g  t o  d e a r th  in  1386. During summer and h a rv e s t  tim e  in  

1383» th e  w ea th e r had  been  so  bad t h a t  th e  farm ers were u n ab le  to  g e t  i n  a l l  

o f  t h e i r  c o m . Much o f  i t  was f l a t t e n e d  by th e  wind end r a i n ,  end even t h a t  

w hich c o u ld  be  rea p ed  and  b rough t Indoo rs was " sc a n n t s e a so n id " . F e b ru a ry  

o f  1386 was v e ry  f r o s t y ,  so  much so  t h a t  i t  was Im p o ssib le  to  plough th e  

ground f o r  ry e . }jarch was v e ry  w e t, end th e re  was a " g r e a t  d ea th  o f  sheep  

a l l  ov e r E ngland". In  June and J u ly ,  co m  was v e ry  d e a r  a l l  o v er th e  

c o u n try , e s p e c ia l ly  i n  th e  w e ste rn  and n o rth e rn  p a r t s ,  and  a ro y a l comnand had 

to  b e  is s u e d  t o  a l l  J . P . s  to  o rd e r  a l l  co m  growers to  s to p  hoard ing  s u p p l ie s  

u n t i l  p r ic e s  were a t  t h e i r  peak, and  to  b r in g  t h e i r  g r a in  im m ediately  to  th e  

m arkets to  a l l e v i a t e  ti'ie s i t u a t i o n .  Things were b e g in n in g  to  lo<^ d e sp e ra te  

a t  bhrew sbury , b u t  th e n , tow ards th e  end o f  J u ly , " th e  ce r e  f u l l  z e a le  o f

m as te r James B ark er in  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  poors inhaby t s n t i  t e m g h t  from

21 . The h a rv e s t  y e a r  i s  from August to  J u ly .
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fo r re n  p la c e s  one hundred  s try c k e  o f  %re and s e l l d  th e  same In  th e  m arket 

to  th e  poore  a f t e r  th e  r e t e  o f  3s* th e  b u s h e l l  and so  b ro u g h t down th e  

p r ic e " . H is example was fo llow ed  by th e  b a i l i f f s  and a lderm en , and  h i s  

a c t io n  caused  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  C h ro n ic le s  to  exclaim , "The Lord b le s s e  them 

f o r  t h e i r  e m erc y fu ll c&re and send p i  en t ie " #  He must have been echoed by 

many# D uring t h i s  c r i s i s ,  th e  Myddle b u r i a l  t o t a l s  w ent up from an  an n u al 

average  o f  e ig h t  o r  n in e  to  tw enty-tw o d u rin g  tiie c a le n d a r  y e a r  o f  1387* The 

h a rv e s t-y e a r  t o t a l s  a re  h ig h  (17 and 20) f o r  b o th  1386 and  1387*

F o r t h i s  sm a ll S h ro p sh ire  community, t h i s  was th e  w o rs t h a rv e s t  c r i s i s  

on record#  However, th e  decade saw f u r t h e r  hardship#  The h a rv e s ts  betw een

1394 and 1397» in c lu s iv e ,  w ere d is a s t ro u s  on a n a t io n a l  s c a l e ,  and a s e r io u s

ou tb reak  o f  s h e e p - ro t  i n  1394 made th e  s i t u a t i o n  even worse# Com was v e ry  

d e a r i n  bhrew sbuzy i n  1393» and th e r e  was such  s c a r c i ty  i n  1396-97 t h a t  

s u p p lie s  had to  b e  im ported  fjrom Dansig and Denmark, v ia  B r i s t o l ,  in to  

Shrewsbury# The town b a k e rs  were o rd e re d  to  produce s p e c ia l  cheap b re a d  

fo r  th e  p o o r, who " f o r  w ant o f  th e  same w ere lyoke to  p e r r i s h e  and w ere so  

u n ru ly  and g re d ie  t o  have i t  so  th a t  th e  b a y ly f f s  6 men and o th e r  o f f i c e r s  

had m utche a doe t o  s e rv e  them"#

And y e t  a g a in , r i g h t  a t  th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu ry , a l l  k in d s  o f  co m  ro se

in  p r i c e ,  and su ch  was th e  " g re a t  w ent o f  fo d d e r and g ra s s "  th a t  many were 

" fo r s e d  to  th ra s h e  upp th e  i r e  co m e  from s to e r e  to  fe e d  and save t h e i r  

c a t t e l l  f o r  th e y  were w i l l in g e  t o  d e ly v e r  one h a l l f f e  o f  t h e i r  c a t t e l l  to  

fe e d  th e  oder"# The C h ro n ic le s  c lo s e  i n  1602 w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t  

a l l  g a rd en  s e e d s , such a s  o n io n s , b e a n s , and  p e as , had come " to  no p e r f e c t  

p e r f e c t io n  f o r  la c k e  o f  warme and d r i e  w eather"#

Once th e  C h ro n ic le s  come to  an end th e r e  i s  no d e ta i l e d  lo c a l  in fo rm a tio n



69.

a b o u t th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  h a rv e s ts ,  b u t H oskins has shown t h a t  th e  same

s e r i e s  o f  good and d e f io ie n t  c ro p s , w ith  o c c a s io n a l d e a r th ,  co n tin u ed  w e ll
22

in to  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry#  G*P® 1^ th e  j^ d d le  r e g i s t e r s  p rev en t any 

knowledge o f  what happened th e r e  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  n e x t two n a t io n a l  c r i s e s ,  

i n  1630 and 1647» T here i s  n o th in g  i n  th e  b u r i a l  t o t a l s  to  su g g e s t a c u te  

d i s t r e s s  i n  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  c e n tu ry , b u t  th e  fo llo w in g  po ig n an t e n try  

f o r  12th# F eb ru a ry , 1623/4 , shows t h a t  d ea th  th ro u g h  s ta r v a t io n  co n tin u ed  to  

be a v e ry  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y :  "M argare t, th e  wyfe o f  Adam P ep lo , l a b o r e r

[ t o r n | ,  h i s  dw elling i s  unknowns, was found dead [ to rn ]  on th e  King* s  h ig h e  

way n e e re  l a r t o n ,  end by  th e  Judgm ent o f  men and women was s ta rv e d  to  death"# 

The d ea th  o f an  unknown w andering pauper i n  I 66I  i s  th e  on ly  s ig n  in  th e  reg 

i s t e r s  o f  th e  n e x t n a t io n a l  fbmine#

A number o f  l o c a l  people  d ie d  d u rin g  th e  d is a s t ro u s  h iarvests o f  1693 

end 1697. By t h a t  tim e th e  d e a th - r a te  av erag ed  10 o r  11 a y e a r , b u t  i n  th e  

h a rv e s t-y e a r s  o f  1692-94 i t  ro se  to  16, 21 and  21 r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  w h ile  betw een 

1696 and 1699,  th e  t o t a l  b u r i a l s  d u rih g  th e  h a rv e s t-y e a r s  were 14,  17, 10 and 

19# Througliout th e  s ix te e n th  and se v en te en th  c e n tu r ie s  the c o n tin u a l  s t ru g g le  

to  p ro v id e  th e  b a re  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f  food and d r in k  m ust have been upperm ost 

i n  men* 8 minds#

Epidem ic d is e a s e s  were a secondary  worry# An o u tb reak  o f  p lag u e  i n  

1604 r ^ c h e d  to d d le 's  c h a p e lry  o f  H ad n a ll, and W illiam  P o o le , h i s  w ife ,  

d a u g h te r , and s e r v a n t ,  a l l  d ie d  i n  th e  sp ace  o f  one month# i h e i r  names a re  

b ra c k e te d  to g e th e r  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s ,  w ith  th e  comment i n  the  m argin: " o f  th e  

p la g  died"# But Myddle m issed  th e  o th e r  p lagues t h a t  caused  so  much p a n ic  i n

22# W» G*Hoskins ,  i.g ric#  H ist#  Rev# » op* c i t #



70.

23
Shrewsbury# I n  1376 th e  a u th o r i t i e s  became so  alarm ed t h a t  th ey  o rd e re d  

th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  a l l  c a t s ,  and th e  rem oval o f  a l l  dogs and swine# ühe 

s t r e e t s  w ere t o  be  r e g u la r ly  c lean ed  and f i r e s  l i t  on a l t e r n a t e  n ig h ts  a l l  

o v e r th e  town# The an n u a l St# M atthew 's f a i r  was h e ld  on cozxsnon la n d  o u t

s id e  th e  town, and th e  county  c o u r t  ad jo u rn ed  to  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  Meole Brace# 

Cough re c o u n ts  w hat happened d u rin g  a s im i la r  v i s i t a t i o n  ab o u t 1649# " I t  

b roeke ou t abou t th e  l a t t e r  end o f  J u ly ,  b u t t  was co n cea led  by th e  townesmen 

t i l l  a f t e r  JLairbinaa f a i r s ,  and on th e  n e x t day a f t e r  th e  f b i r e  they  f l e d  o u t 

o f th e  towne i n  whoa l e  s h o a le s ,  so e  th a t  th e r e  was noe M arkett k e p t th e re  

u n t i l l  Candlemas follow ing# H ow beitt, th e re  was a sm a ll m arket k e p t on th e  

Old Heath f o r  th in g s  n e c e ssa ry  f o r  p ro v is io n , and so  a t t  Monfords B ridge and 

i n  o th e r  p laces#  There was f re q u e n t c o l le c t io n s  made in  th e  p e r is h  churches 

f o r  th e  r e l i e f  o f  th e  poore  o f  th e  town# The f re e -so h o o le  was removed t o  th e  

Bohool e-house  i n  Greens e l l ;  ##« The two c h ie f  e and a b le s t  M in is te rs  i n  Shrews

b u ry , v is#  Mr# Thomas B lake , M in is te r  o f  St# Chads, and Mr# F is h e r  o f  St#

M ary 's removed to  Myddle and dw elt b o th  i n  lir# G i t t i n 's  house a t t  the  h ig h e r
24

w e ll;  th e y  p reached  o f te n  a t t  Myddle"#

P lague  was n o t  connec ted  w ith  h a rv e s t  c r i s e s  a s  much a s  o th e r  epidem ics
23

w ere, though Gough does r e f e r  to  "a g r e e t  d e a r th  and p lague" i n  Oswestry 

a b o u t 1643# But though p lague  caused  f e a r  perhaps more th a n  any o th e r  d is 

e a se , th e re  w ere o th e r  i l l n e s s e s  to  con tend  w ith , l i k e  th e  sw ea tin g  s ic k n e ss  

and in f lu e n z a  a lr e a d y  noted# In  an  age when so  l i t t l e  was known abou t th e

causes of epidemics, many i l ln e s s e s  had no precise name# !Oius, Andrew_______
23# J#F#D#bhrewsbury, a  H is to ry  o f  The Bubonic P lague i n  th e  B r i t i s h  Xsles> 

C anbridge , 1970, p#220#
24# Gough, p . 177.
23# Gough, p#33#
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Bra dock e " d ie d  o f  a s o r t  o f rem beling  fe a v o u ria h  d istenqper, which iBged in  
26

t h a t  c o u n try " , end  o th e rs  d ie d  o f  " v io le n t  fe v e rs"  o r  " v io le n t  d is tem p ers" .

Gough makes s e v e r a l  r e fe re n c e s  to  such f e v e r s ,  a lth o u g h  few p eop le  seem to

have d ied  from them. Vvhen fo u r  members o f  th e  same fa m ily  d ie d  in s id e  one

month in  1698 o r  1699, Gough w r i te s  a s  i f  t h i s  was som ething  q u i te  o u t o f  
27

th e  o rd in a ry . Smallpox i s  a l s o  m entioned a s  i f  i t  were oonmonplace, 

though th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  ev idence  th a t  i t  caused  many d e a th s . M inor i l l n e s s e s ,  

from which th e  p a t i e n t  u s u a l ly  rec o v e re d , w i l l  be  d e a l t  w ith  in  th e  l a s t  

chapter#

( i i i )  The Economic s t r u c tu r e

Die eoonoiqy o f  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle was b ased  upon a ty p e  o f  p a s to r a l  

farm ing th a t  produced a s o c ie ty  w ith  l e s s  extrem es o f  w e a lth  end p o v e rty  th a n  

i n  contem porary a ra b le  a r e a s .  That t h i s  was so  can  b e  deduced from an  

a n a ly s is  o f  th e  h e a r th - ta x  r e tu r n s ,  from a s tu d y  o f  th e  o ccu p a tio n s  t h a t  a r e  

l i s t e d  i n  th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s ,  from an  a sse ssm en t o f th e  t o t a l  va lu e  o f  th e  

p e rso n a l e s t a t e  t h a t  was a p p ra is e d  in  th e  p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s ,  and from a few 

o b se rv a tio n s  upon th e  p o o r-ra te* .

In  th e  coun ty  o f S h ro p sh ire  a s  a whole th e  number o f  th o se  who were to o  

poo r to  pay th e  h e a r th  ta x  i n  1672 amounted to  ab o u t 23 p e rc e n t o f  the  t o t a l

number o f  h o u se h o ld e rs . T h is seems t o  have been  low er th a n  i n  contem porary
28

a re a s  t h a t  were p redom inan tly  a r a b le .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  be  p re c is e  about 

th e  number o f  exempt i n  Myddle i t s e l f ,  b u t  i t  may have been a s  low a s  16 .3

26 . Gough, p .48 .
27# Gough, p . 132.
28 . In  L e ic e s te r s h i r e ,  which was s t i l l  l a r g e ly  a ra b le  (though  th e r e  w ere by 

th a t  tim e some prom inent g r a z i e r s ) ,  th e  number o f  exempt amounted to  
30 .37  p e rc e n t .  Bee V ic to r ia  Coimty H is to ry . Leic e s t e r s h i r e .  I I I .
p p .170- 2 .
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percen t*  Die an n u el accoun ts o f  th e  o v e rse e rs  o f  th e  poor do n o t go beck

beyond th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t  th e r e  does n o t seem to  have been  much o f

a pauper problem  b e fo re  th e  second  wave o f  im m igration  and th e  su b seq u en t

p o p u la tio n  r i s e  o f  th e  l a t e  l6 3 C 's  onwards* The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  do n o t
29

d e sc r ib e  anyone a s  pauper u n t i l  1633» end Gough w r i te s  t h a t  John Matthews 

was th e  on ly  p e rso n  ch a rg eab le  t o  the  p a r is h  i n  th e  1630 's ,  "soe  t h a t  I  have 

h eard  my f a th e r  say  th a t  th e  f i r s t  y e a re  t h a t  hee was m arryed, (w hich was 

abou t th e  y e a re  1633) hee payd onely  fo u r  pence to  th e  p o o re , and now [ l7 0 ^

1 pay a lm o st tw enty  s h i l l i n g s  p e r  annum"* T h is in c re a s in g  concern  w ith  th e  

poor i s  a ls o  se en  i n  th e  number o f  s e t t le m e n t  c a se s  w ith  which th e  p a r is h  was 

in v o lv ed  d u rin g  the  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  oentury*

Nor w ere th e r e  a s  many r i c h  people  i n  S hropsh ire*  The 1324 and  1344 

su b s id y  r o l l s  show a w ide d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a lth , w ith  no o u ts ta n d in g  fa m il-  

i e s  in  p a rish *  And o f  th o se  who p a id  th e  h e a r th  ta x  in  1672, th e re  w ere

36 who p a id  on one h e a r th  eadti, a n o th e r  10 who had two each , and 10 more who

had betw een th re e  and s e v w  each* No-one had an y th in g  more o s te n ta t io u s ,

and i n  th e  w hole o f  i im h i l l  hundred th e re  were on ly  n in e  househo lds o u t o f  a

t o t a l  o f  1 ,2 3 3  t h a t  had  e ig h t  h e a r th s  o r  more* N orth S h ro p sh ire  had few er 

o f th e  v e ry  r i c h  and few er o f  th e  very  poo r th a n  was th e  c a se  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  

a ra b le  a re a s  o f  th e  country*

D iere w ere few a rm igerous fa m ilie s  w i th in  the  p e r is h  o f  Myddle a t  th e
30

tim e o f th e  h e r a ld ic  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  1623* W illiam  ij&is o f  i i ld e r to n  had 

h i s  cla im s r e j e c t e d ,  and  o f  th o se  who were r e s id e n t  w ith in  th e  p a r i s h ,  on ly

29" Gough, p*90*
30* The V is i t a t io n s  o f  S h ro p sh ire*  Vols* 1 & I I * H a rle ia n  Soc*, 1899*
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th e  G i t t in s e a  o f  C a s tle  Farm, th e  Downtons o f  A ld e rto n  H a ll ,  and th e  

Ivinas tons o f  B ho tton  had  t h e i r  p e d ig re es  allow ed# Die A tc h e r le y s  and th e  

H^nmers (b o th  o f  Marton) w ere ju n io r  b ranches o f  arm igerous fa m ilie s  whose 

sea ts  was o u ts id e  th e  p a r i s h ,  and o th e r  g e n try  fa m ilie s  ( th e  C o rb e tts ,  th e  

Chambers, th e  Onslows, and T hom ases) h e ld  la n d s  in  Mÿddle b u t  were r e s id e n t  

elsewhere# None o f  th e  l a s t  fo u r  fa m ilie s  e v e r  p layed  an  inqportant r o le  i n  

th e  l i f e  o f  th e  co am in ity , and w h ile  th e  o th e r s  w ere alw ays prom inent i n  paz^ 

o c h ia l  a f f a i r s ,  th e y  were n e v e r a b le  t o  dom inate i t ,  e i t h e r  c o l l e c t iv e ly  o r  

in d iv id u a l ly ,  i n  the  way t h a t  a s q u ire  o r  lo r d  was a b le  to  c o n tro l  some o f  

th e  n u c le a te d  v i l l a g e s  in  th e  a r a b le  areas#  Only th e  A tc h e rle y s  were a b le  

to  e n la rg e  and r e t a i n  t h e i r  h o ld in g s  du rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c en tu ry ; th e  

K inastons l e f t  th e  p a r is h ,  th e  G i t t in s e s  and  th e  Hanmers had t o  p e r t  w ith  seme 

o f t h e i r  la n d s , and th e  Downtons ended i n  com plete  ru in#  In  a p a r is h  such 

a s  I/yddle, where s e t t le m e n t  was r e l a t i v e l y  s c a t t e r e d ,  and where th e re  was no 

r e s id e n t  lo r d ,  th e r e  was mu<b more independence, and a g r e a te r  degree o f  

e q u a l i ty  th a n  was o f te n  th e  case  in  th e  f i e ld e n  areas#

The Myddle p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  norm ally  in c lu d ed  m en's o ccu p a tio n s  i n  th e  

e n t r i e s  f o r  th e  p e rio d  1341 to  I 66O# a n  a n a ly s i s  o f  t h i s  inform s t i w  pro

v id e s  th e  b e s t  ev idence f o r  th e  economic s t r u c tu r e  o f  t h i s  woodland community 

t h a t  one i s  l i k e l y  t o  get#
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F i f w e  XI. The O o cu p stio p sl s t r u c t u r e .  1541-1660: 
en  ap a ly a lfl o f  th e  B a rlsh  R e g is te r s .

i e r io d  Gentleman Yeomen Husbandmen L abourers C raftsm en O thers T o ta l

No. No. No. No. /a No. > No. No.

1541-70 14 11 .1 23 I 8 .3 63 5 0 .0 9 7*1 14 1 1 .1 3 2 .4 126

1571-1600 10 8 .0 17 13.3 52 4 0 .6 30 23*4 17 13*3 2 1*5 128

Ib ü l—30 11 7 .3 43 28 .3 41 27*0 33 21*7 20 13*1 4 2 .6 152

1631-60 8 6 .4 22 1 7 .6 30 2 4 .0 39 31*2 18 1 4 .4 8 6 .4 125

N otes. 1 . There a r e  gaps i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  from 1553-58» 1566-67, 1614-15» 
1629- 31,  and  1638- 47* O ccupations a re  r a r e ly  g iv en  in  th e
p e rio d  1631- 34*

2 . Each p e rso n  has been coun ted  o n ly  once f o r  each  p e rio d , b u t  i f  he 
ap p ea rs  i n  a l a t e r  p e r io d , th en  he h as  been in c lu d e d  i n  th a t  
group a s  w e ll .

3* I f  a pe rson  a p p ea rs  w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  o ccu p a tio n  to  th e  one prev
io u s ly  g iv e n , th e n  he has been  coun ted  f o r  each o ccu p a tio n .
T his has r a r e l y  o c c u rre d , and does n o t  m a te r ia l ly  a f f e c t  th e  
f ig u r e s .

4* Only th e  m ales have been c o u n ted . The fem ales appear o n ly  as 
'w i f e ' ,  'w id o w ', ' s p i n s t e r ' ,  o r  's e r v a n t ' .  a s  th e  s e rv a n ts  
a p p ea r on ly  upon m arriag e , o r  o c c a s io n a lly  a t  d e a th , th e  numbers 
do n o t have much meaning. T here were fo u r  fem ale se rv a n ts  
d u ring  th e  f i r s t  p e r io d , e le v en  d u rin g  th e  seco n d , b u t h a rd ly  
any a re  re c o rd e d  a f t e r  I 60O.

5# Everyone from th e  Chapelry o f  H adnall has been excluded . The 
f ig u re s  r e l a t e  s o l e / t o  th e  a re a  se rv e d  by th e  church  o f  Myddle.

The m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  f ig u r e s  a re  th o se  f o r  th e  la b o u re r s ,  and th ey  w i l l  

be commented upon i n  d e t a i l  i n  C hap ter 4* D uring th e  m id -s ix te e n th  cen tuzy  

thqy form ed only  a v e ry  sm e ll g roup , b u t  d u rin g  th e  1580*s and * 9 0 's , t h e i r  

numbers in c re a s e d  c o n s id e ra b ly . A second in f lu x  d u rin g  th e  Conmonwealth 

pez*iod sw e lle d  t h e i r  ranks u n t i l  th ey  form ed a lm ost o n e - th i rd  o f  th e  t o t a l  

p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  com ounity. Even s o ,  t h i s  was s t i l l  c o n s id e ra b ly  l e s s  th a n
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i n  some a ra b le  a re a s  w here over h a l f  th e  p o p u la tio n  were la b o u re rs  d u rin g
31

t h i s  period*

T his im m igration  o f  la b o u re rs  o b v io u sly  meant a f a l l  i n  th e  p ro p o r t io n  

o f  th e  t o t a l  numbers who w ere farm ing t h e i r  own land* A t th e  same tim e , 

th e re  was a g e n e ra l improvement i n  economic s t a tu s  w ith in  t h i s  farm ing 

s e c t io n  o f  th e  community.

g l/w re  I I I .  RsnlOiig « i t h i n  th«  fa rm ing  S e c tio n  o f 
th e  Comaunlty. 1541- 1660.

L eriod  G entry  a Yeomen Husbandmen

1541-70 1 4 .0  2 3 .0  63 .0

1571-1600 1 2 .7  2 1 .5  6 5 .8

1601-30 11 .6  45*2 43*2

1631-60 13*3 3 6 .7  50 .0

The term  'g en try *  was used more lo o s e ly  w ith in  th e  p e r is h  th an  i t  was

by th e  h e ra ld s ,  and abou t one farm er i n  every  e ig h t  was g iv en  th i s  ran k in g

by h i s  n e ig h b o u rs . But th e  in t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  t h a t  emerges from th e  f ig u r e s

i s  th a t  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly -s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  many farm ers who had p re v io u s ly

been d e sc r ib e d  a s  'husbandmen* now became known a s  'yeomen*. The in c re a s in g

p ro s p e r i ty  o f  th e  av erag e  fa rm er i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  demand f o r  (and th e
32

a b i l i t y  to  pay) much h ig h e r  e n try  f in e s  f o r  t h e i r  farm s and tenem ents d u rin g  

th e  l a t e  1630*a and th e  l 6 4 0 's ,  though a s  s e v e ra l  yeomen sank back  to  th e

31. A .i:. E v e r i t t  in  Agrarian H is to ry  o f  England and Vtales* IV, ed# J .  Thirsk, 
Cam bridge, 1967, p .398.

32 . Even a llo w in g  tor  i n f l a t i o n  -  see  below .
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husbandman le v e l  d u rin g  th e  n e x t few y e a r s ,  th e  burden may have been  to o  

much f o r  some o f  them# But by th e  r e ig n  o f  C harles I  th e r e  was a n o t ic e 

a b le  w idening  o f  th e  d iv is io n  betw een th e  farm ing c la s s  and th e  r i s i n g  

number o f  lab o u re rs*

The c ra ftsm en  a ls o  form ed an im p o rta n t group th ro u g h o u t th e s e  120 y e a r s ,  

though i n  a woodland a re a  such a s  n o rth  S h ro p sh ire  one m ight have @cpeoted 

more th a n  one in  every  seven  o r  e ig h t  to  b e  employed in  t h i s  way. T h e ir  

numbers in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g  c r a f t s .

F ig u re  IV. The C raftsm en  i n  th e  i a r i s h  R e g is te r .  1541-1660

i e r i o d  T a ilo r s  w eavers G lovers C a rp en te rs  Coopers Shoe- B lack- Masons
_____ ___________ ____ ______ makers Sm iths ___

1541-70 5 3 0 1 2 1 2 0

1571-1600 8 2 0 4 1 0 1 1

1601-30 4 8 1 3 . 1 I 2 0

1631-60 6 6 . 1 1 . 1 1 1 1

D uring th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  i^yddle was e s s e n t ia l l y  a community o f  sm a ll 

p a s to r a l  farm s and tenem en ts, w ith  a few la rg e  farm s su p p o rtin g  m inor g e n try . 

..8 such i t  p ro sp e red  in  a m ild  s o r t  o f  way s o  t h a t  by th e  f i r s t  few deoadea 

o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  s e v e ra l  husbandmen were a b le  t o  c a l l  them selves 

yeomen. ^ n  in f lu x  o f  la b o u re rs  made th e  community more s o c i a l l y - s t r a t i f i e d ,  

b u t  even s o , by th e  tim e  o f  th e  h e a r th - ta x  r e tu r n s  o f  1672, Myddle and i t s  

ne ighbou ring  p a r is h e s  s t i l l  had few o f  th e  v e ry  r i c h ,  b u t  a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  few 

o f th e  v e ry  poor.

The p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s  t h a t  have su rv iv e d  c o n f im  th e  im p ress io n  o f  a
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s tead y  r i s e  in  th e  w ea lth  o f  th e  fann ihg  s e c t io n  o f th e  community. The 

median a v e rag e  f o r  th e  t o t a l  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  o f  th e  la te - s ix te e n th - c e n tu r y  

in v e n to r ie s  i s  ab o u t 122* D uring th e  f i r s t  f o r ty  y e a rs  o f th e  se v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry , t h i s  ro se  to  a round  J229, and th e n  f o r  the  l a s t  f o r ty  y e a rs  o f  th e  

same o e n tu ry , th e  median average  was 142 . I n f l a t io n  c e r t a i n l y  acco u n ts  

f o r  a l o t  o f  t h i s  a p p a re n t  r i s e ,  b u t  even s o , th e re  was s t i l l  a r i s e  i n  r e e l  

te rn s .

The farm ers do n o t seem to  have been  a s  p rosperous a s  th e  ones i n  

L e ic e s te r s h i r e ,  where th e  median av erag e  f o r  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  ro se  from 

« ^ I4 « 7 s .lld . betw een I 5OO and 1331 to  L 4 6 .l6 s .8 d . in  I 388,  and to  Jù67.2s.4B.
33

by 1603. However, th e re  were S h ro p sh ire  men who w ere a s  w ealthy  a s  th e  

average  n e ic e a te r s h i r e  fa rm e r, even i f  no-one ever approached  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  

w ealth  o f some in d iv id u a ls  i n  th e  e a s t  m id lands. Two o f  th e  r i c h e s t  farm ers

in  l/lyddle p a r is h  -  Roger M ainwarlng o f  B leep  H all and R ichard  lo r e  o f  C a s tle

Farm -  had p e rso n a l e s t a t e  v a lu e d  a t  on ly  L 2 0 .l6 s .4 d . and  L 23«4s.O d., r e s p e c t 

iv e ly ,  in  1351 and 1333, b u t  tw enty y e a rs  l a t e r ,  in  1572, Roger N ich o las  o f

b a ld e r  to n  H a ll had L 1 1 9 .3 s .0 d .,  and John A o u lf, th e  Myddle husbandman (1 5 7 4 ),

Hugh L eak in , a Newtcm yeoman ( I 5ÔO), and George Down to n  o f  A ld e rto n , yeoman 

( 1387) ,  each had betw een L107 and l123* The h ig h e s t  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  rec o rd ed  

was th a t  o f  Andrew H ordley , th e  yeoma n r t a i l o r  o f  D iv lin  Wood ( I 640) ,  w ith  

L l8 9 . l6 s . lG d . ,  o f  which L47«5e*2d. was i n  th e  form o f  d e b ts  t h a t  were owed to  

him. Few people  had more th a n  LlOO w orth  o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  i f  d e b ts  a r e  

excluded . Cn th e  o th e r  hand, tkiere a p p ea r to  have been few er o f  th e  v e ry

33. Vi.G.Hoskins, p ro v in c ia l  England. London, 1963, p . 153*
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poor th a n  In  L e ic e s te r s h i r e .  Thomas C la re  o f  Liar to n , husbandman, had 

only L4«13s*4d* i n  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  i n  1337, and Joan  Brom ley, a la d d ie  

widow, had on ly  £ 4 * l ls .0 d .  i n  1575, b u t a f t e r  1575 th e  on ly  one w ith  l e s s  

than  doub le  f ig u re s  was David ap  R o b e rts , th e  Marton w eaver, who d ie d  w ith  

p e rso n a l e s t a t e  w orth  £9* 1 2 s . l i d .  i n  1620. A ll  th e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s o f  

ev idence  p o in t  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  w ere l e s s  extrem es o f  w ealth  and 

p o v e rty  i n  t h i s  b h ro p e h ire  woodland comcainity than  in  th e  a ra b le  a re a s  o f  

th e  e a s t  m id lands.

( iv )  Ai P a s to r a l  Economy

S h ro p sh ire  was d e sc r ib e d  by a member o f  th e  House o f  Commons i n  1597 

a s  a coun ty  c o n s is t in g  w ho lly  o f  woodland, "b red  o f  oxen and d a i r i e s " .  

Throughout E liz a b e th a n  and B tu a r t  tim es i t  was in d eed , a s  D r. T h irsk  has
34

w r i t te n ,  "a good example o f  a c a t t l e - r a i s i n g ,  m eat-producing  c o u n try " . B ut 

i t  had n o t always been  so ; b e fo re  th e s e  days th e re  had been  much more o f  a 

b a lan ce  betw een a ra b le  and p a s tu re  farm ing . The f i r s t  s e t t le m e n ts  i n  Shrop

s h i r e  had  been p la n te d  on th e  b ro w n -e a r th s , th o se  p ro d u c tiv e , sandy s o i l s  

t h a t  n o u rish e d  a s  f in e  a c rop  a s  co u ld  have been  found a lm o st anywhere i n  th e  

realm . And even d u rin g  th e  y e a rs  when th e  s t r e s s  was on re a r in g  a n im a ls , 

th e  b ro w n -e a rth s  o f  Myddle con tin u ed  t o  produce e x c e l le n t  c ro p s . G o u ^  

b o a s te d  t h a t ,  "The p a r is h  y ie ld s  g r e a t  p le n ty  o f c o m e , e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  

b e s t  b a r l e y ,  w hid i i s  l i t t l e  i n f e r i o r  t o  th e  b a r le y  t h a t  i s  g o t  i n  % ro x e te r
35

f i e l d s ,  which i s  accootpted th e  b e s t  i n  S h ro p sh ire " . B u t l ik e  o th e r  woodland 

a r e a s ,  S h ro p sh ire  had to  im p o rt some o f  h e r  co m  by  th e  l a t e - s ix t e e n th

34* J .T h i r s k ,  e d . ,  op. c i t . p .99.
35* Gough, p . 175*
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c e n tu ry , and in  tim e o f n a t io n a l  d e a r th  th e  county  was amongst th e  f i r s t  to  

su ffe r#  Such a c r i s i s  i s  reco rd ed  in  th e  o f-S hrew sbury .

d u rin g  th e  y e a rs  1596-97* * "T h is y e a re  th e r e  wes by th e  b a y ly f f s  and alderm en 

o f :ah reu sb e rie , w ith  th e  conanoners o f  th e  same, p ro v is io n  made f o r  c o m e  a t  

London, th e  whiche cam from  Lanswicke, Denmarke, and th o se  fo re n  p la c e s  to  

ease  a l l  England and e s p e c ia l ly  London o f  th e  excessyve p r ic e s  which c o m e  

b a re  a l l  Eng la  M  o v e r, and e s p e c ia l ly  in  B h re u sb e rie , so  t h a t  th e r e  was pro 

v id ed  above 3 ,200  b u s h e l l  a t  th e  l e a s t  f o r  ü h re u s b e r ie , and cam by way by 

b r is to w e  • • •  "

C o n cen tra tio n  upon b e e f  p ro d u c tio n  seems to  have s t a r t e d  du ring  th e  l e t e -

f i f t e e n t h  end e a r ly - s ix te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  w ith  th e  c le a r in g  o f  immense s t r e tc h e s
36

o f  woodland and w ith  th e  d ra in in g  o f  some o f  th e  g l a c ia l  p o o ls  o r  m eres.

T h is added a thousand a c re s  o f  p a s tu re  to  th e  c u l t iv a te d  le n d  o f r i d d le .  The 

woods, o f  c o u rse , had been used f o r  g ra z in g  from tim e immemorial. Domesday 

book m entions p a s tu ra b le  woodland, and pannage r ig h ts  co n tin u ed  to  be a g r e a t  

boon to  th e  farm ers u n t i l  th e  woods w ere c le a re d . They p ro v id ed  beech-m est
37

and aco rn s  f o r  th e  p ig s ,  and perhaps th e  h o l l i e s  were used  a s  a w in te r  feed
38

f o r  sheep  and c a t t l e ,  as th e y  were in  o th e r  p la c e s . B ut from Gough's 

comments, Myddlewood ap p ea rs  to  have been  a dense wood o f  l i t t l e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  

v a lu e , and w h ile  th e  woods o f  D iv lin  end brandwood had g re a sy  c le a r in g s  t h a t
39

had been farm ed from  a t  l e a s t  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu ry , th ey  f lo u r is h e d  on 

th e  same heavy g le y - s o i l a ,  and th e y , to o , would have been  amongst th e  t h ic k e s t

36 . The re c o rd s  o f th e  B rid g ew ater e s ta te s  su g g e s t t h a t  t h i s  c le a r in g  was 
e x te n s iv e .

37* Gough, p . 175* ,
38. J .R ad lev .*  h o lly  as a J  i n t e r  Feed. Agric* H is t .  R e v ..  IX , p t . 2 ,  1961, 

p p .89-92 .
39* Gough, p .29*
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woods i n  n o r th  B hropshire* I t  seems c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e i r  f e l l i n g  was an  

improvement t h a t  b ro u g h t an in c re a se d  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  to  a l l  concerned .

The d ra in in g  o f th e  meres le d  to  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a new farm  a t  Harmer Moss, 

end a g r e a t ly  ex tended one a t  broom hurst, w h ile  a l l  th e  farm ers i n  th e  lo rd s h ip  

o f  ly d d le  were a llow ed  to  r e n t  new woodland p a s tu r e s ,  o r  leasow s. The conmon 

a ra b le  farm ing  o f  th e  open f i e l d s  was abandoned, and th e  en^)haais was now on 

g ra z in g , e s p e c ia l ly  upon th e  lan d  t h a t  had j u s t  been c le a re d .  L ike t h e i r  

f r ie n d s  end  neighbours i n  su rro u n d in g  p a r is h e s ,  th e  fa rm ers o f  Myddle began to  

s p e c i a l i s e  i n  th e  p r o f i t a b le  b u s in e ss  o f r a i s in g  oxen, c a t t l e ,  and sheep .

i^ ll  t h i s  n e c e s s i ta te d  th e  developm ent o f  th e  nearby  m arket towns. Under
40

th e  head ing  o f  "N a tu ra l R esources in  liy d d le " , Gough w ro te , "But th e  g r e a t e s t  

convenience i s  the  b e n e f i t  o f  good m a rk e tts " , p r in c ip a l ly  th e  one a t  Shrews

bury . He i s  w orth q u o tin g  in  f u l l  on t h i s .  "T here i s  a M azkett [ a t  

S h re w s b u ry o n  every  'Wednesday end b e tu rd e y  f o r  corne; end on every  b a tu rd a y  

f o r  c a t t e l l ,  b e s id e s  s ix  f a i r e s ,  th e  1 s t .  on ednesday a f t e r  th e  c lo a se  o f 

E a s te r ,  which i s  a good f a i r e  f o r  cow es and c a lv e s ,  f o r  o ld  oxen end b a rre n  

b e a s ts ;  th e  2nd* on V«ednesday in  th e  weeke b e fo re  .v h its u n tid e , t h i s  i s  good 

f o r  th e  same purposes; th e  3 rd . a t t  irddsumner, t h i s  i s  good f o r  w ool, f r e s h  

oxen f o r  th e  teame and baz*ren b e a s ts ;  th e  4 th .  on Lambmas day, t h i s  i s  good 

f o r  sh eep , w ool, end c a t t e l l ;  th e  5 th . on S t .  ){atthew*s day , Sep. 2 1 s t . ,  a 

g r e e t  f a i r e  f o r  w h ite  m eates and fo r  young h e i f e r s ,  f o r  th en  th e  tim e o f la y in g  

c a t t e l l  a t t  g ra s se  i s  ended end they  e re  u s u a l ly  b ro u g h t from th e  la y  to  t h i s  

f a i r e .  The l a s t  i s  c a l le d  b t .  Andrew 's f a i r e  and on th e  day a f t e r  o t .  

i.nd rew 's day , t h i s  i s  good f o r  w h ite  aeaU*. f a t t  #wlne* and f a t t  b e e s t# " . The

40. Gough, p . 175*
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em phasis i s  p la in ly  on r e a r in g  l iv e s to c k .
41

S h ro p s h ire  had e ig h te e n  m arkets i n  th e  sev en teen th  c e n tu ry . Viem was

only a few m iles from Myddle, and (k)ugh s p e c i f i c a l l y  m entions O sw estry a s

b e ing  a co n v en ien t m arket f o r  th o se  who l iv e d  a t  th e  Farton-î!yddlew ood end

o f th e  p e r i s h ,  f o r  th ey  w ere on th e  m arket ro ad  connec ting  Newport and Maricet
42

L ray to n  w ith  O sw estry. "On th e  4  th .  o f  March i s  a good f a i r  th e re  f o r  

g re a t  oxen; on th e  1 s t .  o f  îi5ey f o r  cow es and c a lv e s , and a t  S t .  A ndrew 's t id e  

f o r  f a t t  sw ine". The Newport b u tc h e rs  u sed  to  s ta y  o v e rn ig h t a t  th e  "E agle  

and C h ild "  in  Iv^ddle, on t h e i r  way back from  O sw estry, and du ring  the  e a r ly  

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  K in g 's  Purveyors were a c t iv e  i n  th e  a re a  on th e  p r e t -
43

enoe o f  buy ing  f a t  b e a s ts  f o r  th e  K in g 's  househo ld . Gough w r i te s ,  "Borne 

o f th e s e  O f f ic e r s  d id  wrong th e  C ountry  v e ry  much, f o r  th e  Purveyor would 

come t o  a fa y re  o r  M srk e tt w ith  h is  long  Goad in  h is  hand, and when he saw a 

p a ir e  o f  Oxen th a t  w ere fo r  h i s  pu rp o se , hee would la y  h i s  Goad upon them, 

and i f  th ey  were u n so ld , would mark them f o r  th e  K in g 's  u se , u n le s se  th e  

owner gave him s i l v e r  p e rsu a s io n s  to  fo rb e a rs ;  b u t t  i f  th e  oxen were once 

ma ik e d , th e  owner d u r s t  n o t s e l l  them to  any o th e r ,  end th e  purveyor would 

tak e  c a re  n o t to  g iv e  to o  much. These purveyors were l ik e w is e  d ro v y e rs , who 

bought c a t t l e  in  t h i s  c o u n try , and b ro u g h t them in to  K ent to  s e l l  a g a in . I f  

th e  King had any o f  them i t  i s  l i k e l y  he payd p r e t t y  w e ll  f o r  them, b u t  th e s e  

o f f i c e r s  b e in g  found a g r e e t  n u isan ce  b o th  to  th e  King and C ountry , were 

lay d  a s id e " .  T h e ir  a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  a re a  confirm  w hat has a lre a d y  been 

s a id  ab o u t th e  c o u n ty 's  s p e c i a l i s a t io n  i n  re a r in g  b e e f .

41 . A .M .E v e ritt  in  J .T h i r s k ,  e d . ,  op. c i t . 470.
42. Gough, p . 179*
43» Gough, p . 74»
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All a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s  f o r  th e  p a r is h  of. Myddle amply 

b ears  o u t th e s e  g e n e ra l s ta tem en ts*  F i f ty - th r e e  in v e n to r ie s  su rv iv e  f o r  

th e  p e rio d  1551*1701, end 42 o f  th e se  a re  s u i t a b le  f o r  a n a ly s i s .  There a re  

16 f o r  th e  p e r io d  1551*99, a n o th e r  15 f o r  th e  y ears  1600-4D, end a f i n a l  13 

f o r  th e  p e r io d  1664-1701* • One would have l ik e d  a l a r g e r  s e n i l e ,  b u t  they  

e re  c o n s is te n t  e n o u ^  to  p ro v id e  some u s e f u l  inform ation*

Diey a r e  q u i te  d e f i n i t e  ab o u t th e  c o n c e n tra tio n  on m ea t-p ro d u c tio n . In  

only  one c a se  -  t h a t  o f  George P icks took  o f  H oulston , husbandmen, ( I 636) ,  -  

i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  l iv e s to c k  le s s  th an  t h a t  o f  th e  c ro p s , end even t h i s  one 

may be  u n r e a l i s t i c  in  t h a t  i t  was drawn up a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  Januai*y when 

h is  s to c k  o f an im als would be a t  i t s  lo w e s t, w h ile  he s t i l l  had some co rn  l e f t  

over from  th e  p rev io u s  h a rv e s t  end had a lre a d y  sown h i s  w in te r  w heat. No 

o th e r  in v e n to ry  has l e s s  than  60 p e rc e n t o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  farm  s to c k  de

v o ted  t o  an im als and hay , and the  m a jo r ity  have a much h i ^ e r  p ro p o rtio n  

then  t h a t .

The f ig u re s  have been a r r iv e d  a t  i n  th e  fo llo w in g  manner. a 11 th e  

ite m s, in c lu d in g  p o u l try  and a few b e e s , have been l i s t e d  to g e th e r ,  w ith  th e  

hey t h a t  was grown f o r  t h e i r  fodder* Item s l i s t i n g  c h e e se , b u t te r ,  and 

bacon have a ls o  been  added to  th e  same am ount, though in  a l l  c a se s  i t  i s  th e  

an im als them selves t h a t  form th e  b u lk  o f  ü ie  t o t a l .  These item s have been 

conç>ared w ith  th e  c ro p s  and s to r e  o f c o rn , inoludim g o a ts ,  w heat, b a r le y ,  

ry e , p e e s , and b le n d  c o m . Sane o f  th e s e  c ro p s , o f  c o u rs e , were p r in c ip a l ly  

used a s  fo d d er f o r  th e  an im als; th e  c a t t l e  would need th e  hey , th e  h o rse s  

would need  o a ts ,  end th e  peas were p ro b ab ly  fe d , a t  l e a s t  i n  p e r t  to  th e  

sheep . The C h ro n ic le s  a re  e lo q u en t on w hat happened when th e  crops f a i l e d .
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In  1390-91 a h a rd  w in te r  was fo llow ed by a d rough t which caused hay and 

fo d d er to  be v e ry  d e a r and c a t t l e  " to  p e r r is h e  f o r  w aunt". A s im i la r  

t a l e  had  been t o ld  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1572-73# "T h is y e a re  th e  

w ynter and s p r in g  tyme was v e rey  longe c o ld  hard  and d rye  so  t h a t  i t  was 

ve rey  f a r r  i n  th e  moon th e  o f  i/lay b e fo re  any l e f f e  o r  b lossom  apeeryd  uppon 

any t r e e ,  by which occasyon mutche c a t t e l l  peryshed  f o r  waunte o f  foode and 

su c k e r" . The same th in g  happened a g a in  i n  th e  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  c e n t

u ry : " 1599*1600 . . .  g r e a t  want o f  fo d d er and g ra s s  . . .  [ fa rm e r^  fo rc e d  

to  th ra s h e  upp t h e i r  oornne from s to a r e  t o  fe e d  and save  t h e i r  c a t t e l l  f o r  

they  were w il l in g e  to  d e ly v e r one h a l l f f e  o f  t h e i r  c a t t e l l  to  feed  th e  

Oder". oome o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  c o m  t h a t  i s  l i s t e d  i n  th e  in v e n to r ie s ,  

th e r e f o re ,  cou ld  w e ll  have been added t o  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  l iv e s to c k  and t h e i r  

fo d d e r. On th e  o th e r  hand, i t  co u ld  be a rg u ed  th a t  th e  d rau g h t b e a s ts  were 

no t p r in c ip a l ly  re a re d  f o r  t h e i r  b e e f , and  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  farm  equipm ent 

and to o ls  (which i s  u s u a l ly  sm a ll; has been  l e f t  o u t o f  th e  c a lc u la t io n s .

But th e  g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n s  would have been  th e  same even i f  they  had  been  

in c lu d e d  w ith in  the  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  th e  c ro p s .

The f ig u re s  taken  from th e  in v e n to r ie s  show a rem arkab le  c o n s is te n c y  

th roughou t th e  130*yeer p e r io d . The median averages f o r  th e  s ix te e n  in v e n t*  

o r ie s  d a te d  between 1551 and 1599 show t h a t  87 p e rc e n t o r  89 p e rc e n t o f  th e  

t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  th e  farm  s to c k  was in v e s te d  in  an im als and t h e i r  fo d d e r and 

p ro d u c ts . The f ig u re s  a r e  r o u ^ l y  th e  same w hatever th e  s t a tu s  o f  th e  

person  end  w hatever th e  d a te  o f  th e  in v e n to ry . Hugh Deakyn, th e  Newton 

yeomen ( I 580) ,  had on ly  61 p e rc e n t o f  th e  value  o f  h i s  farm  s to ck  devo ted



t o  h is  sn im els*  b u t  nobody e l s e  had below 72 percen t*  Seven peop le  had 

90 p e rc e n t  o r  more, and f iv e  o f  th e s e  were amongst th e  f i r s t  s i x  in v e n to r ie s ,  

d a te d  betw een 1351 and 1363#

There was h a rd ly  any change in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  d u rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n t

ury* The median av erag e  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n  in v e n to r ie s  d a te d  betw een 1600 and 

162*jC i s  re p re s e n te d  by David ap R o b e rts , th e  Marton w eav er-fa rm er, w ith  8? 

p e rc e n t o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  h i s  farm  s to c k  in v e s te d  in  h is  a n im a ls . T h is , one 

m ight expec t from a w eaver w ith  only a p a r t - t im e  i n t e r e s t  in  farm ing; p a s to r a l  

farm ing w ould be so  much e a s ie r  than  p lough ing  and t i l l i n g  th e  heavy c la y  

s o i l s  o f  h i s  ten»nent* B ut t h i s  c o n c e n tra tio n  on p a s to r a l  farm ing was th e  

norm f o r  a l l  c la sse s*  Humphrey Hanmer, th e  gentlem an f re e h o ld e r  o f  îâarton 

Farm, W d 79 p e rc e n t o f  h i s  farm  goods in v e s te d  in  l iv e s to c k ,  and th e  in v e n t

o r ie s  o f  th e  yeomen and th e  husbandmen n e a r ly  a l l  p o in t  to  th e  same co n clu s

ion* A p a rt from th e  one ex cep tio n  o f  George l ic k s to o k , everyone had a t  

l e a s t  tw o - th ird s  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  t o t a l  farm  s to c k  devo ted  to  h i s  a n im a ls , 

and most had an even h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  th a n  t h i s .

Nor i s  th e re  any d if f e r e n c e  a f t e r  th e  R esto ra tio n *  The median av erag e  

f o r  th e  t h i r t e e n  in v e n to r ie s  d a ted  betw een I 664 and 1701 i s  84 p e rc e n t o f  th e  

v a lu e  o f  th e  farm  goods in v e s te d  in  liv e s to c k *  The seven  yeomen have a 

median av e rag e  f o r  t h e i r  in v e n to r ie s  t h a t  i s  e x a c tly  th e  same as  t h a t  f o r  th e  

whole g roup , and th e  fo u r  husbandmen had l iv e s to c k  v a lu e d  betw een 78 end 89 

p e rc e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  farm  goods* The t o t a l  range f o r  th e  whole group i s  

from 61 to  93 percent*  Throughout th e  w hole p e rio d  o f  I 50 y e a rs  th e  ev idence  

o f th e  p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s  i s  q u i te  firm* The man who re p re s e n te d  th e  

median av e rag e  had 87 p e rc e n t o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  farm  goods in v e s te d  in
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l iv e s to c k  and t h e i r  fo d d er and products#  At no tim e does th e  median a v e r

age o f  th e  v a rio u s  groups d e v ia te  much from tM s  f ig u r e ,  and in  on ly  s i x  o f 

th e  42 in v e n to r ie s  was th e re  l e s s  th a n  70 p e rc e n t o f  th e  farm  s to c k  in v e s te d  

in  anim als# The s t a t i s t i c a l  in fo rm a tio n  confirm s th e  g e n e ra l  im p re ss io n s ; 

th e  fa rm ers o f  n o rth  S h ro p sh ire  were p r in c ip a l ly  concerned  in  r e a r in g  beef# 

On th e  b ro w n -ea rth s , however, a ra b le  farm ing  p layed  an  im p o rtan t s u b s id ia ry  

ro le#

The in v e n to r ie s  a r e  d e ta i le d  enough to  ta b u la te  th e  number o f  an im als 

fo r  th e  same th re e  periods#
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The everege heed o f  c a t t l e  f o r  th e  ferm era o f  ].!yddle d u rin g  th e  second 

h a l f  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  was 13*7» o r  13*1 i f  fu lly -g ro w n  oxen a r e  in 

c lu d e d . This i s  v e ry  c lo s e  to  th e  p re s e n t  n a t io n a l  av erag e  head o f  16 p e r  

farm , though of co u rse  much la r g e r  h e rd s  a r e  now conmon. G.E. Puss e l l  has 

su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  n a t io n a l  average  f o r  th e  m iddle o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c en tu ry  

was only  s i x  p e r  farm , though he warns t h a t  t h i s  i s  only  a rough es t in »  te  a s  

r e e l  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  la c k in g . I f  h i s  e s tim a te  i s  c o r r e c t ,  th en  Myddle had 

more th en  tw ice th e  n a t io n a l  a v e rag e , and  th i s  a g a in  confirm s th a t  th e  a rea  

was a lre a d y  s p e c ia l i s in g  in  th e  r e a r in g  o f b e e f . A t Wigs to n  èàagna, i n  th e  

heazrt o f  th e  a ra b le  m id lands, th e  a v erag e  farm  c a r r i e d  only  ab o u t s i x  o r  

seven  c a t t l e  in  th e  p e r io d  1334" 1^02, and th e  fa rm er’s l iv e s to c k  was
45

w orth  a b o u t tw ice tlrie v a lu e  o f  h i s  c ro p s . I n  th e  F o re s t  o f  .tirden, on th e  

o th e r  hand, "sev en ty  farm ers who d ie d  betw een I 330 and I 369 l e f t  909 head o f
46

c a t t l e  between them, a mean o f  14*1 each". The woodland a re a s  o f  th e  

uest M idlands c le a r ly  p r a c t is e d  a d i f f e r e n t  type  o f  fann ing  from  t h a t  o f  th e  

ty p ic a l  a ra b le  v i l l a g e s  o f th e  co u n try .

The t r u th  o f th e  S h ro p sh ire  M.P. *s rem arks a b o u t th e  b reed in g  o f  oxen 

and th e  im portance o f d a iry in g  i s  borne o u t.b y  th e  in v e n to r ie s .  Two o u t o f  

ev ery  f iv e  head of c a t t l e  were m ilch cows, and th re e  ou t o f every  te n  were 

young b e a s ts  o r f u l ly  grown oxen. S e v e ra l o f  th e  c a lv e s  were a ls o  be ing  

re a re d  f o r  th e  b e e f  m arket. a s  m ight be  e x p ec ted , some o f th e  g e n try  owned 

a c o n s id e ra b le  nunber o f  c a t t l e .  R ich ard  More o f  C a s tle  Farm (1333) had

th i r t e e n  k in e , n in e  h e i f e r s ,  b o th  young and o ld , s i x  oxen, f iv e  young b e a s t^ ,

44* G. E. Fuss e l l .  The E n g lish  D airy  Farm er. 1 5 0 0 1 9 0 0 , London, 1966, p . 9 .
45* V<• G .hosk in s,  The ividland F e a sa n t. London, 1957# p . l5 9 .
46 . V .H .T .Skipp,  ̂ Economic and S o c ia l  Cl-iange in  th e  F o re s t  o f  a rd e n . 1 5 3 0  

1649.4 ^ E ssay s  i r e s e n te d  to  P ro fe s s o r  H .Jr.R .F iib e rg r  Aelwvn» 1970, 
p p . 8 4 -1 1 1 . ^
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and f iv e  su ck in g  c a lv e s , i n  a d d it io n  to  h i s  o th e r  an im als; a t o t a l  o f  38 

head o f  c a t t l e  on th e  l a r g e s t  farm  in  th e  p a rish *  On th e  second  l a r g e s t  

farm , Roger I^icholas o f  B a ld e r to n  H a ll (1372) had s i x  k ine. and a b u l l ,  e lev en  

c a lv e s ,  te n  young b e a s t s ,  and s i x  oxen, t h a t  i s  34  head o f  c a t t l e ,  as w e ll  

a s  te n  h o rse s  and m ares, f o r ty  sh eep , and  tw elve  pigs# These la rg e  herds
47

a re  co n $ arab le  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  r i c h e s t  faxmiers i n  th e  F o r e s t  o f  ..rden* 

b u t la rg e  numbers co u ld  a ls o  be r a i s e d  on th e  sm a lle r  tenem ents* W illiam  

Vtoulf (1333) had 14 k in e ,  n in e  young b e a s t s ,  and two oxen, and tw enty y e a rs  

l a t e r ,  h i s  su c c e sso r , John W oulf, k e p t 20 k in e  end  a b u l l ,  10 y e a r l in g  c a lv e s ,  

and fo u r  oxen, amongst h i s  many o th e r  anim als*

Oxen were used a s  d rau g h t b e a s ts  and  s o ld  o f f  f o r  meat a t  Shrewsbury 

f a i r  when th ey  were to o  o ld  to  woi4c* Very few d raugh t h o rse s  were k e p t, 

though i t  was u su a l to  have a mare f o r  t r a v e l l i n g ,  and a few farm ers r e a re d  

young h o rs e s , e i t h e r  c o l t s  o r  geld ings*  T his was only  s u b s id ia ry  to  th e  

r e a r in g  o f  c a t t le *  F ig s  w ere s t i l l  k e p t  i n  la rg e  nunbers , th re e  farm ers b e in g  

c re d i te d  w ith  more th a n  a dozen, so th e  common pannage r i g h t s  w ere n o t y e t  a s  

se v e re ly  r e s t r i c t e d  a s  th ey  were to  be* ài p a in e  l a i d  in  th e  C ourt L ee t i n  

1622 fo rb ad e  th e  g a th e r in g  o f any m ast o r  a c o rn s , and no-one was a llow ed  " to  

pu t t o  pannage any sw ine o th e r  th a n  such a s  w ere by  him o r  them th e re  r e a re d
48

o r bought th e  w ynter b e fo re"*

Ten o f  th e  16 farm ers k e p t f lo c k s  o f  sh e ep , w ith  an  av e rag e  o f 38 in  

each f lo c k , o r  22*3 i f  th e  s i x  farm ers who had none a t  a l l  a r e  included* The 

county  o f  L e ic e s te r s h i r e  averaged  30 sheep  p e r  farm er a s  a whole in  th e  s i x t 

een th  c e n tu ry , a f ig u re  t h a t  was "p u lle d  up by th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a to p  c la s s  o f

47* S k ip p , op* c i t .  p . 86.
48 . Box 13,  B ridgew ater C o lle c t io n , Shrew sbury.
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49
b ig  farm ers who c a r r i e d  f lo c k s  o f  2 0 0 5 0 0  sh eep "# T here was no-one o f

t h i s  s ta n d in g  in  &yddle# Hugh D eakin, th e  Hew to n  yeoman ( I 58O) ,  had a f lo c k
' )

o f 100, and W illiam  Vroulf, th e  Ivyddle husbandman (1553)# had 80, b u t th e re  was 

nobody e ls e  w ith  more th a n  4 0 . Deakin a l s o  k e p t 21 head o f  c a t t l e ,  s ix  p ig s ,  

21 g e e se , w ith  some o th e r  p o u l try  and a few b e e s , a s  w e ll a s  a la r g e  q u a n ti ty  

o f h a rd  co rn  end b len d  c o m , w ith  one lo a d  o f  p e a s , 12 lo a d s  o f  hay , and 

ab o u t 40 lo a d s  o f  dung, so  he  was f a r  from b e in g  a s p e c i a l i s t  sh e ep -fa rm e r.

H e ith e r  was Vvilliam W oulf, n o r anyone e ls e .

49. V». G. H osk ins, l^ddland 1 e a s a n t .  p . 158.
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A t f i r s t  s ig h t  th e re  seems to  have been  a drop i n  th e  s c a le  o f  fa rm in g , 

and thus in  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f l iv in g  i n  th e  f i r s t  f o r ty  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry , b u t  th e  saoqple i s  sm a lle r  and i t  in c lu d e s  p eo p le  o f a low er s t a tu s  

than  b e fo re . Jlie a b i l i t y  to  pay g r e a t ly  in c re a s e d  e n t ^  f in e s  f o r  le a s e s  

su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e re  was a s te a d y  in c re a s e  i n  income a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r ic e s  

ro se , and no drop i n  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g .  But th e  sam ple has a m edian 

average  o f only  n in e  head o f  c a t t l e  ccmopared w ith  13*7 b e fo re ,  o r  IC head i f  

fu lly -g ro w n  oxen a re  in c lu d e d , compared w ith  th e  p rev io u s  median av e rag e  o f  

15. 1. However, th e re  a re  no in v e n to r ie s  f o r  th e  l a r g e s t  farm s d u rin g  t h i s  

p e rio d , and th e  h erd s o f  some o f  th e  tenem ent ferm era su g g e s t t h a t  r e a r in g  

was j u s t  a s  ingportant a s  i t  had been b e fo re .  Ralph L loyd  o f  Myddle, yeoman 

(16C 0), had 27 head o f c a t t l e  a t  th e  tim e o f  h i s  d e a th , ^vudrew H ord ley , th e  

f a r m e r - ta i lo r  o f D iv lin  Wood ( I 640) had 24 head, and John  Clowes, a M arton 

husbandmen (1632), was r e a r in g  a n o th e r  tw enty . The en^phasis on f a t t e n in g  

r a th e r  than  d a iry in g  was g r e a te r  th an  i t  had been b e fo re ,  jud g in g  by th e  

number o f  oxen and young b e a s ts  t h a t  were k e p t,  compared w ith  th e  h e rd s  o f 

m ilk cows.

But th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on pannage r i g h ts  were b eg in n in g  to  a f f e c t  th e  numbfl 

o f p ig s  th a t  w ere r e a re d . Borne s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  fa rm ers had k e p t more th a n  

a dozen, b u t now no-one had more th a n  fo u r ,  and an  in c re a s in g  number had none 

a t  a l l .  I f  one a llow s f o r  th e  absence o f  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t th e  b ig  fa rm s, 

th en  th e  number o f  h o rse s  does n o t seem to  have changed, and th e  av erag e  f lo c k  

o f  sheep  was a g a in  J u s t  over 22 f o r  th e  w hole, o r  32 f o r  th e  n in e  men who k e p t  

them. Roger Sandford  (1636) k e p t a f lo c k  o f  96 on th e  same farm  a t  Hewton- 

o n r th e - H i l l ,  where Hugh Deakin had p re v io u s ly  k e p t 100, and  Roger L loyd  had



a lm ost a s  many w ith  87 i n  Myddle# A ll th e  o th e r  f lo d c e  w ere a s  sm a ll 

a s  th o s e  belongi%% to  m ost o f  th e  farm ers i n  th e  s ix te e n th  oen tuzy .
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T h ir te e n  In v e n to r ie s  a re  d e ta i l e d  enough to  be  a n a ly se d  f o r  th e  f i n a l  

p e r io d  o f  1664.“  1701* The av erag e  head o f  c a t t l e  was 1 3 .4 , w ith  no s ig 

n i f i c a n t  change i f  oxen a r e  in c lu d e d , f o r  now on ly  fo u r  were k e p t on a l l  th e  

farm s p u t to g e th e r .  T here were two a t  th e  H o llin s  i n  I 664,  and  a n o th e r  

yoke a t  JMewton i n  1675, b u t no o th e r  farm er i s  re c o rd e d  a s  p o sse s s in g  any.

Hor do th e  numbers o f  h o rse s  r i s e  to  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e  a s  d rau g h t b e a s t s .  

However, a la r g e  number o f  young b e a s ts  w ere s t i l l  r e a r e d  f o r  th e  b e e f  m arket. 

W illiam  H igginson  o f  Vnebscott, yeoman ( I 664) ,  had 13 b e a s t s ,  w ith  I 5 m ileh 

cows, th re e  h e i f e r s ,  two c a lv e s , and a b u l l ;  a t o t a l  o f  34 head  o f  c a t t l e .  

R ich a rd  Guest o f  Myddle, yeoman ( I 694) ,  k e p t seven  b e a s ts  amongst h i s  26 

head o f  c a t t l e ,  W illiam  T urner o f  x ld e r to n ,  yeoman (1695) had s i x  b e a s ts  in  

h is  t o t a l  h e rd  o f  23 , and bamuel C lay ton  o f  th e  H o l l in s ,  a ls o  a yeoman ( I 664) ,  

r e a re d  s i x  b e a s t s ,  i n  a d d it io n  to  I4  o th e r  c a t t l e .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  t e l l  

how many o f  th e  c a lv e s  were b e ing  re a re d  f o r  b e e f  and how many a s  m ilk  k in e , 

b u t th e r e  was a much g r e a te r  p ro d u c tio n  o f cheese  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d , and 

th e  in c re a s e d  nunbers o f  k in e  may be in d ic a t iv e  o f  t h i s .

C a t t l e  rem ained th e  m ajor so u rc e  o f  w ea lth  o f  th e s e  woodland farms

th ro u g h o u t th e  E liz a b e th a n  and S tu a r t  p e r io d s . But i f  th e  ev idence  o f  th e

in v e n to r ie s  i s  to  be  b e lie v e d , then  th e re  was a d r a s t i c  re d u c tio n  i n  th e

f lo c k s  o f sheep t h a t  were k e p t a f t e r  th e  R e s to ra t io n . The o v e r - a l l  av erag e

was now on ly  9*5 p e r  farm , o r 20 .7  f o r  th o se  who k e p t them. Only Thomas 

riancocks o f  Hew to n  (1675) k e p t 50, and  nobody e ls e  had nK>re th an  33* A much 

l a r g e r  and  w id e r s a n g le  th a n  t h i s  would be needed t o  draw any r e l i a b l e  con

c lu s io n s ,  and , in d eed , th e  te n  yeomen whose in v e n to r ie s  su rv iv e  from  I 705 to  

1732 k e p t  upon av erag e  24*8 sheep o v e r a l l ,  o r  41 .2  f o r  th e  s i x  who k e p t them.
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Two o f  th e s e  men had f lo c k s  o f  90 end 120, though th e  o th e rs  had much fewer*

In  o th e r  w ords, th e  p a t te r n  in  th e  e a r ly -e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  was th e  same as

i t  had been  100-150 y e a rs  e a r l ie r *  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  same p a t te r n  was

t r u e  o f  th e  l a t e  se v e n te e n th  century* Gough w ro te  i n  1701, "There i s  good

s te a  r e  o f  sheep i n  t h i s  ira r ish  whose wool i f  washed w h ite  and w e ll  o rd ered

i s  n o t much i n f e r i o r  to  th e  wool o f baschurch  and Hesse which b e a rs  th e  name
50

o f  th e  b e s t  i n  t h i s  C oun try". He does n o t m ention th e  va lue  o f  th e  m utton, 

n o r w he ther s h e e p 's  m ilk  was u sed , b u t  w ith  th e  w oollen  in d u s try  p ro v id in g
51

employment i n  S h ro p s h ire , i t  o b v io u sly  p a id  to  r e a r  sheep .

The ev idence  o f  th e  in v e n to r ie s  f o r  th e  whole 1 50 -year p e r io d  shows th a t  

a t o t a l  o f  562 head  o f  c a t t l e  was k e p t by 42 farm ers -  an  av erag e  o f  13*4 head 

p e r  farm . Of th e s e , 120 were young b e a s ts  re a re d  f o r  tiie  m azket, and 55 were 

fu lly -g ro w n  oxen* Throughout th e  p e r io d , the  number o f  b e a s ts  z^emained a t  

ab o u t th e  same l e v e l ,  b u t  few er and few er oxen a re  reco rd ed  du rin g  th e  se v en t

een th  c e n tu ry . M ilch cows numbered 223 ( th e  l a r g e s t  in d iv id u a l  t o t a l ) ,  and 

th e r e  were 33 h e i f e r s  and  103 o a lv e a . I f  th e  f ig u re s  a r e  a n a ly se d  acco rd in g  

to  s t a t u s ,  th e n  th e  fo u r  gentlem en k e p t 22 head o f c a t t l e ,  th e  e lev en  yeomen 

k e p t 17*5 head, and th e  s ix te e n  husbandmen had an  av erag e  o f 11*75 head .

The same 42 men k e p t a t o t a l  o f  93 h o rse s  o f a l l  k in d s , c o n s is t in g  o f  17 

d rau g h t h o rs e s ,  42 m ares, 31 c o l t s ,  end  3 g e ld in g s . The r e la t iv e ly - lo w  

nuuber o f  d rau g h t b e a s ts  i s  ag a in  in d ic a t iv e  th a t  a ra b le  farm ing was on ly  o f 

s u b s id ia ry  im portance . Only h a l f  th e  farm ers had in v e n to r ie s  t h a t  rec o rd ed

50.  Gough, p .175*
51 .  S.Bagshaw, H isto ry*  G a z e tte e r , end  D ire c to ry  o f  S h ro p s h ire .

S h e f f i e ld ,  1851, p*22: "The o ld  S h ro p sh ire  sheep  had a b la c k  m o ttle d
fa c e  and l% m , and in  s iz e  were com parable w ith  Bouthdowns".
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p o u l t r y ,  and on ly  a q u a r te r  m entioned g eese . T h e ir  v a lu e s  were alw ays 

s m a ll ,  and i t  may be tirn t th e  a p p ra is e r s  o f te n  fo rg o t  to  m ention them.

On).y fo u r  o f  th e  sam ple k e p t any b e e s . F in a l ly ,  p ig s  seem t o  in c re a s e  

i n  nunbers a g a in  i n  th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t th e  f ig u r e s  a r e  in 

f l a t e d  by th e  18 p ig s  o f  h i l l ia m  T urner o f  a ld e r to n ,  who farm ed o u ts id e

Myddle L o rd sh ip . They were n o t a s  numerous a s  th e y  once had b e en , though
52

m ost farm ers k e p t one o r  two.

The em phasis, th en , was on p roducing  b e e f  and on d a iry in g , b u t  th e re  

w ere no l a r g e - s c a le  g r a z ie r s ,  and th e  ty p ic a l  farm  sp re a d  o u t i t s  investm en t 

to  c o v er a number o f  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  an im al. The c rops were on ly  o f 

secondary  im portance , b u t  even so  th e y  added c o n s id e ra b ly  to  th e  w e a lth  o f  

th e  a r e a .  E a rly  w r i te r s  o f te n  cm m ented upon th e  goodness o f  th e  c o m  th a t  

was produced. L eland  found t h a t  around  Shrewsbury in  the  1540*s  th e re  was 

"ground p l e n t i f u l l  o f  Corne, wood and  p a s tu re " ,  and Speed, w r i t in g  i n  1 6 U , 

had t h i s  to  say : "The s o i l s  i s  r i c h  and s ta n d e th  upon a re d  c la y ,  abounding

in  k h e a t end b a r le y " .  S ix ty  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  R ich a rd  Blome was f u l l  o f  p r a is e  

f o r  th e  county: " I t  i s  a f e r t i l e  s o i l  b o th  f o r  t i l l a g e  and p a s tu r e ,  abound

in g  i n  w heat and b a r le y  and i s  w e l l  c lo a th e d  w ith  wood, fand7  fe e d e th  s to r e
53

o f  c a t t l e " .  O u ts id e rs , from th e  a ra b le  zones o f  E ngland, tended  to  emgba-

s i s e  th o se  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  farm ing system  th a t  w ere fb m il ia r  to  them , and may
54

have over-em phasised  th e  p a r t  p la y e d  by  crops i n  th e  lo c a l  economy, b u t  

even so  t h e i r  comments abou t abundan t wheat and b a r le y  must n o t be  u n d e re s t i -

m ated, e s p e c ia l ly  a s  Gough a ls o  c la im ed  th a t  Myddle b a r le y  was emobget th e

52 . Üagshew, op. c i t .  p .22: "The county  was fo rm erly  famous f o r  a b re e d  o f
p ig s  which i s  now a lm ost e x t in c t " .

53* Quoted by G.E. Fuss e l l ,  ' P our C e n tu r ie s  o f  Farm ing Bvs terns i n  S h ro p sh ire .
15PQ"19Qq4 S h rp p sh ire_ ürcb* J h lt_  LIV# 1951*53, pp. 1-29*

54. J . % i r s k .  'B even teen th -C en tu rv  A g ricu lfa ire  end S o c ia l  Chamce^Œ ssays
p re se n te d  t o  T r o f  e sso r  H .P .R .g lib e rg . Welwyn. 1970. pp. 148-77^
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b e a t .  During th e  l a t e  e ig h te e n th  end e a r ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  when

many sm a lle r  tenem ents were eng rossed  in to  l a r g e r  fanoB, th e re  was a g r e e t
55

tu rn -o v e r  to  a ra b le  farm ing , so  t h a t  by th e  tim e o f th e  1838 T ith e  üward

th e r e  were 4 ,3 0 5  a c re s  o f  a ra b le  i n  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle ( in c lu d in g  th e  C hapel-

ry  o f  H ad n a ll) ,  compared w ith  on ly  2 ,1 2 ?  a c re s  o f  p a s tu re  and meadcw, and a

m eagre 132 a c re s  o f wood. Sagshaw w ro te  in  h is  D irec to ry  o f  1851, "The whole

cou n ty  i s  in  g e n e ra l w e ll  c u l t iv a te d ,  y ie ld in g  good c ro p s o f  a l l  k in d s  o f g r a in ,
56

t u r n ip s ,  p e a s , and p o ta to e s " .  as i n  th e  fen s  o f  L in c o ln s h ire  d u rin g  th e

same p e r io d , th e re  had been a p rofound  change from a p a s to r a l  economy to  one
57

b ased  on a ra b le  farm ing .

Ferhaps th e  c rops t h a t  so  im pressed  o u ts id e  v i s i t o r s  were grown on th o se

farm s th a t  were on th e  b ro w n -e a rth s , and p o s s ib ly  th e y  a re  u n d e r- re p re s e n te d  in

th e  in v e n to r ie s .  I n  th e  rec o rd s  t h a t  do s u rv iv e , th e  c rops were o f  su d i

r e l a t i v e  unin^portanoe t h a t  many o f  them w ere c o l l e c t iv e ly  la b e l le d  sim p ly  a s

" c o m " . F iv e  s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  in v e n to r ie s  do t h i s ,  m ost o f  them d a tin g  from

th e  e a r ly  y e a rs . There a re  r e fe re n c e s  to  w heat and b a r le y  (and  m a l t ) ,  to  o a ts

and a few peas; and to  some b lend  c o rn , b u t  ry e  and h a rd c o m  seem to  have been

th e  most ingportant c ro p s . No % d d le  in v e n to ry  ev er m entions b ean s , end th e re

i s  c e r t a in ly  n o t th e  emphasis on peas and beans t h a t  th e re  was in  p redom inan tly
58

a r a b le  a re a s  such  as  L e ic e s te r s h i r e  a t  t h i s  tim e . Much o f  th e  b a r le y  t h a t

55* L ic h f ie ld  J o in t  Record O ff ic e . ,
56. Bagshaw, op* c i t . p . 22.
57* J .T h i r s k ,  E n g lish  F easan t Farm ing. London, 1957* c f .  J .F ly m ley ,

G eneral View o f  th e  A g r ic u ltu re  o f  S h ro p s h ire . 1803, p . 123: "The 
scope o f  B h ro p eh ire  fann ing  i s  perhaps l e s s  c o n fin e d  than  t h a t  o f many 
o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  . . .  The g e n e ra l ly  sp e a k in g , a re  a r a b le ,  g ra z in g ,
f o r  hay , f o r  th e  d a iry , r e a r in g ,  end fe e d in g " . 1851 th e re  had been
a g r e a te r  tu rn o v e r  to  a r a b le  farm ing .

58. ^i(.G.H oskins, i r o v in c ia l  England, p . 149-169*
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was grcwm was made In to  m a lt, and th e  ry e  end th e  w heat were used f o r

making b read . The C h ro n ic les  c o n tin u a l ly  r e f e r  to  ry e  and  wheat p r i c e s ,  and

to  c r i s e s  which caused  th e  p r ic e s  t o  r i s e  and th e  p o o r to  go hungry. Such a

d e a r th  o ccu rred  i n  J u ly ,  1586, " b u t th e  c a re  f u l l  s e a l s  o f  M aster James b a rk e r

i n  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  poors in h a b y ta n ts  b rough t from  fo r r e n  p la c e s  one

hundred s try o k e  o f  ry e  and s a i l e d  th e  same i n  th e  m arket to  th e  poo rs a f t e r

thie r a t e  o f  5 s . th e  b u s h e ll  and  so  b ro u g h t down th e  p r ic e " .  Three yea re  l a t e r

a n o th e r  c r i s i s  was a v e r te d  a f t e r  a f a i l u r e  o f  th e  ry e  c ro p , "b e œ u se  th e  peop le

p u t m utche b a r ly  w ith  r i e  to  ms eke b read d , yee end  many made b redd  o f  c le a n s

b a r ly  and good b red d  to o , f o r  b a r ly  was so  fa y re  and so  p l e n t i f u l l  t h i s  y e a r s " .

C e lia  F ien n es  was t o  rem ark o ver a hundred y e a rs  l a t e r  th a t  ry e -b re a d  was
59

commonly e a te n  in  B h ro p sh ire .

The in v e n to r ie s  o f  th e  e a r ly  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  a r e  most u n in fo rm a tiv e  

a b o u t c ro p s . ïïie  f i r s t  te n  m erely  l i s t  them as " c o m " , b u t  two o f  th e  th re e  

l a t e r  ones m ention r y e ,  o a ts ,  and p e as , and one a l s o  speaks o f  b a r le y  and m a lt. 

The in v e n to r ie s  o f  th e  second h a l f  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  a r e  s im i la r  in  form; most 

m ention c o m , b u t  on ly  fo u r  r e f e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  r y e ,  th re e  each t o  b a r le y  end 

o a ts ,  and  j u s t  one each t o  w heat and p e as . ^ s  i n  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  

o a ts  and peas seem to  have been grown f o r  fo d d er, th e  b a r le y  f o r  b rew ing , and 

th e  ry e  and w heat f o r  bread# The m a jo r ity  only  grew s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e i r  own 

n eed s , though th e r e  w ere ex cep tio n s such a s  Roger N ic h o la s , th e  b a ld e r to n  H a ll 

gen tlem an (1 5 7 2 ), w ith  100 th ra v e  o f h a rd c o m , 40 th ra v e  o f  b a r le y ,  30 th re v e  

o f  o a ts ,  and some peas end m alt; o r  John  Vtoulf, th e  Myddle husbandman (1 5 7 4 ), 

who had 13 s t r i k e  o f  ry e , 10 s t r i k e  o f  m a lt, and th r e e  s t r i k e  o f  w heat i n  s to r e ,  

59* Quoted by  G.E. Fuss e l l ,  op. c i t . pp. 1-29 .
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w ith  a n o th e r  15 s t r i k e  o f  rye  end w heat and  19 s t r i k e  o f  b a r le y ,  o a ta ,  and 

peas sown in  h is  f i e l d s ;  o r  Hugh D eakin, th e  Newton yeoman ( 158O), who had 

grown loo th ra v e s  o f h a rd c o m , 112 th ra v e  o f " l e n t  f i l l i n g s " ,  end one lo a d  

o f p e as . These th r e e  men have a lre a d y  been s in g le d  o u t a s  hav ing  u n u su a lly  

la rg e  numbers o f  a n im a ls , which must have needed p a r t  o f  th e se  c ro p s  a s  

fo d d e r. The em phasis in  s ix te e n th -  and se v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  S h ro p sh ire  was 

undoubted ly  on p a s to r a l  farm ing . ^  f a r  back a s  th e  en c lo su re  en q u iry  o f 

1517 th e re  had been  a c le a r  tendency to  tu m  to  g ra z in g , and i t  was re p o r te d  

th en  t h a t  sm a ll a re a s  o f  a ra b le  la n d , in c lu d in g  p a r t s  o f  th e  Hundred o f
60

ir im h il l ,  had been  en c lo sed  end tu rn e d  over to  p a s tu re .  Today, th e  engphesis 

has re tu rn e d  t o  a r a b le  fan n in g , though h e rd s  o f  c a t t l e  and f lo c k s  o f sheep 

s t i l l  g raze  on th e  heavy g le y  s o i l s .

The fa rm er’s to o ls  end equipm ent were r a r e ly  o f g r e a t  v a lu e  i n  th e  

i n v e n t o r i a ,  end  w ere o f te n  grouped to g e th e r  a s  "im plem ents o f  husbandry", 

w ith  no d e t a i l s  g iv e n . hhen th ey  were d e sc r ib e d  more f u l l y ,  th ey  tended  to  

be  j u s t  th e  fundam ental item s t h a t  were n e ce ssa ry  on a lm o st any farm . T h ir t 

een men had p lo u g h s, and n in e  harrow s a r e  m entioned, to g e th e r  w ith  e lev en  

yo k es, th re e  c o l l a r s ,  and two c h a in s . jaa i t  i s  re a so n a b le  to  suppose th a t  

some farm ers had  no plough o f  t h e i r  own, b u t  borrow ed one when th e  o ccasio n  

a ro s e ,  t h i r t e e n  p loughs seems a h ig h  number, e s p e c ia l ly  a s  seven  o f  th « n  

a r e  rec o rd ed  in  th e  p l u r a l .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  l i s t  covers a p e r io d  o f  

150 y e a r s ,  and th re e  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n  belonged  t o  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e ra tio n s  o f  th e  

r to u lf  fam ily . N ine o f  th e  in v e n to r ie s  re c o rd in g  ploughs ( in c lu d in g  a l l

th o s e  m entioning  more th a n  one a re  from  th e  p e r io d  1551 to  I 60Q. i^ f te r  t h a t .

60. Fus3e l l ,  op. c i t . p p .1-29*
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th r e e  husbandmen had one each , in  I 636, 1675# and 1635, b u t on ly  one 

yeomen ( i n  1695) rec o rd ed  any.

The to o ls  in c lu d e  e ig h t  b i l l s ,  f iv e  s i c k le s ,  two s c y th e s , th r e e  

h a tc h e ts ,  one ad ze , a m attock , a fo rk , a p i tc h f o r k ,  a spade , a s h o v e l , and 

ra k e , end two "4yggs". « s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t ,  e ig h t  c a r t s  a r e  m entioned , to 

g e th e r  w ith  e ig h t  w ains and fo u r  t u m b r i l s .  Ralph L loyd  o f  Myddle, yeoman 

( 1600) ,  and widow ^inne Iwoulf o f  Myddle (1626) each had  "an  ironbound  wayne". 

They must have j u s t  been in tro d u c e d  ab o u t t h i s  tim e f o r  th e  a p p r a is e r  o f  th e  

in v e n to r ie s  to  d is t in g u is h  them i n  t h i s  manner. Only George l i c k s  took o f  

Houls to n , husbandman (1636), had h i s  farm  d e sc r ib e d  in  f u l l ,  w ith  fo r ty - tw o  

d i f f e r e n t  ite m s , w orth  in  a l l  L 3.18a.4d* P ic k s  took was th e  only  man whose 

in v e n to ry  l i s t e d  more a ra b le  c ro p s th a n  l iv e s to c k .  He was q u i te  u n ty p ic a l  

in  having  such a v a r ie d  c o l le c t io n  o f  to o ls  and equipm ent, and m ost farm ers 

seem to  have been  c o n te n t w ith  th e  b a re  n e c e s s i t i e s .  L ike  th e  f u r n i tu r e  and 

u t e n s i l s  i n  the  house , th e  equipm ent was p r a c t i c a l  and u n s o p h is t ic a te d .

In  c o n c lu s io n , some m ention m ust be made o f  th e  in c re a s in g  im p o rtanoe o f  

da iry ing*  B ev era l in v e n to r ie s  re c o rd  b u t t e r ,  o f te n  i n  co n n ec tio n  w ith  bacon 

and scmietimes b e e f , b u t  th e se  a r e  item s to  b e  found in  any farm house k i tc h e n . 

I t  i s  th e  re fe re n c e s  to  cheeses t h a t  a r e  more i n t e r e s t i n g .  They a r e  reco rd ed  

i n  15 o f th e  42 in v e n to r ie s ,  though "cheese  p re s se s"  a re  n o t found u n t i l  

1694 and 1695* John  W oulf, th e  Myddle husbandman (1 5 7 4 ), i s  th e  f i r s t  

fa rm er to  have an  unusual amount o f ch eese . He had in  h is  k i tc h e n  s ix ty  

ch eeses v a lu e d  a t  L3, w ith  e ig h t  g a llo n s  o f b u t t e r ,  some bacon, end scmie 

b e e f .  No-one e ls e  had an y th in g  o u t o f th e  o rd in a ry  u n t i l  1632, when John
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Clowes o f  â ia rton , husbandman, Irisd LlO w orth o f  ch eese  and b u t t e r  a t  th e  tim e

o f  h i s  death# Then, i n  I 636, George P icks took o f  Houls to n , husbandman,

had fo u r te e n  cheeses and th r e e  p o ts  o f  b u t t e r ,  and i n  I 664, W illiam  H igg inson ,

th e  V iebscott yeoman, had LlO w orth  o f  cheese  to  add to  h is  c o n s id e ra b le  f a rn r

in g  s to c k . uough a ls o  m entions th e  t h e f t  o f  a hundredw eight o f  cheese  from

R ich ard  T y le r o f B a ld e r to n , b u t  i t  i s  n o t u n t i l  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  t h a t

th e r e  i s  ev idence o f  p ro d u c tio n  on a f a i r l y  la rg e  s c a le .  James Few t r a i l ,

th e  Brandwood yeoman (1 7 0 9 ), had a s p e c ia l  room known as  th e  Cheese Chamber

w hid i co n ta in ed  a b o u t 10 cw t. o f  c h e e se , w orth LlO. Samuel W righ t, a B i l -

marsh yeoman ( 1727) ,  had £3*3s.O d. w orth  o f  goods i n  h is  cheese cham ber, end

a f u r th e r  te n  s h i l l i n g s  w orth  i n  h i s  Cheese P re ss  house and G a rre t. W illiam

C lay ton  o f th e  H o ll in s ,  husbandman (1 7 2 8 ), had s ix  cw t. o f  cheese  w orth

L3#8s.Cd. in  an  u p s t a i r s  rooms, and in  1731, John L e v ie s , a Brandwood yeoman,

had seven  cheese v a ts  i n  h is  k i tc h e n , a cheese p re s s  i n  a s p e c ia l  rocm, and

77 cheeses w eigh ing  6^  cw t. i n  a room over th e  k i tc h e n . The few e a r l i e r

r e fe re n c e s  make one wonder abou t th e  e x te n t  o f cheese-m aking d u rin g  th e

p rev io u s two c e n tu r ie s .  The v a lu e s  g iv en  to  t h e i r  cheeses su g g e s t a s c a le

o f p ro d u c tio n  com parable w ith  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  su c c e s s o rs . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,

rocaos a r e  r a r e ly  named i n  th e  e a r l i e r  in v e n to r ie s  and th e re  i s  no in fo rm a tio n
61

as to  when s p e c ia l  cheese  chambers were f i r s t  u sed . But w hat th e  in v e n t

o r ie s  do show i s  t h a t  th e  S h ro p sh ire  M.F. who s a id  i n  1397 t h a t  h i s  county

was a woodland a re a  s b e c ia l i s in g  in  b re e d in g  and  d a iry in g  was sp eak in g  tn U y ,

61. Ih e re  i s  no in fo rm a tio n  as to  w here th e  cheeses were m arketed . Perhaps 
they  were p a r t  o f  th e  e x te n s iv e  t r a d e  in  s o - c a l le d  ’C heshire* c h eeses .
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(v ) Tenures and E s ta te s
62

Dr. E r ic  K errid g e  has r e c e n t ly  c le a re d  up some o f  th e  c o n fu s io n  th a t  

has c louded  th e  d eb a te  over lan d  te n u re s  -  " t h a t  i s  th e  manners and c o n d it io n s  

o f  s e r v ic e  by which la n d s  were h e ld  o f  t h e i r  lo rd s "  -  and e s t a t e s ,  which were 

f re e h o ld s  "w ith  a term  o f  n o t l e s s  th an  one l i f e " .  re e h o ld  e s t a t e s  cou ld  

e i t h e r  be h e ld  i n  fe e  sim p le  o r  fe e  t a i l  ( i . e .  i n  th e  se n se  t h a t  one g e n e ra l ly  

u se s  th e  w ord), o r  th e y  cou ld  be copyholds f o r  a l i f e  o r  l i v e s .  In  th e  % est 

i.!idlands i t  was conmon f o r  such copyhold le a s e s  t o  b e  h e ld  f o r  99 y e a r s ,  

d e te rm in ab le  upon th re e  l i v e s ,  and t h i s  was ttie  custom  th a t  became a cc ep ted  

in  Lyddle.

ji su rvey  o f  th e  L o rdsh ip  o f  I>^ddle, made on th e  6 th .  A ugust, 1363, shows 

t h a t  13 o f  th e  42 p e asa n ts  w ith in  th e  manor w ere f r e e h o ld e r s  (u s in g  th e  term  

in  i t s  g e n e ra lly -a c c e p te d  s e n se ) . A nother n in e  f re e h o ld e rs  l iv e d  w ith in  th e  

p a r i s h ,  b u t o u ts id e  th e  lo rd s h ip , making a t o t a l  o f  24# A contem porary  census
63

o f th e  D iocese o f  L ic h f ie ld  numbered 34 househo lds in  &{yddle p a r is h  (ex c lu d 

in g  th e  c h a p e lry  o f  H adnall which had a n o th e r  14 h o u se h o ld s) , so  th e  f r e e 

h o ld e rs  amounted to  some 44 p e rc e n t o f  th e  whole community. In  t h i s ,  M iddle 

was ty p ic a l  o f  the  woodland a re a s ,  where th e  p r a c t ic e  had been to  a llo w  f r e e  

men to  make c le a r in g s  i n  the  woods a t  t h e i r  own c o s t ,  and fo r  t h e i r  own bene

f i t .  I t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  say  w hat p ro p o r tio n  o f  th e  c u l t iv a te d  la n d  was 

f re e h o ld , b u t i t  was c o n s id e ra b ly  more than  h a l f  t h a t  o f  th e  e n t i r e  p a r is h .

The f re e h o ld e rs  w ere a p r iv i le g e d  and i n f lu e n t i a l  body o f  men.

62 . E .K errid g e , a iz rs r ia n  irbb lem s i n  th e  L ix te e n th  C entury  and ^ .f te r .  
i.ondon, 1969, p . 33.

63. H a rl. Las. 394, f . l 6 c ,  B r i t i s h  Ivkuseum.
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However, th e y  s t i l l  owed a l le g ia n c e  t o  th e  manor* Most o f  t h e i r  lan d s 

came w ith in  the L o rd sh ip  o f  Myddle, b u t th e  co re  o f  B a ld e rto n  tow nship belonged  

to  th e  };ianor o f  Hardwick, and b h o tto n  and A ld e rto n  la y  w ith in  th e  bounds o f 

th e  L ib e r ty  o f  Shrewsbury* The f re e h o ld e rs  a tte n d e d  th e  C ourt Baron and  th e  

C ourt L ee t and p re s e n te d  t h e i r  deeds upon th e  o c ca s io n  o f  a m ano ria l su rvey , 

f o r  th e y  were j u s t  a s  keen a s  anyone e ls e  to  g e t  t h e i r  cla im s down in  w r i t in g .  

T h e ir  deeds w ere c a r e f u l ly  guarded  under lo ck  and key and k e p t s e c u re  from one 

g e n e ra tio n  to  th e  next* Thus, R o b ert Amis o f  A ld e r ton  (1620) l e f t  to  h i s  

e ld e s t  so n , V iilliam , "my c h e a s ts  o r  c o f f e r  w ith  a l l  i^y deeds and w r i t t in g e  and 

a l l  D\y lan d s" .

The f re e h o ld e rs  owed th e  lo rd  a f ix e d  ch ef r e n t  and a h e r i o t  upon th e  

d ea th  o f  th e  head  o f  th e  fam ily* The 1363 su rv e y o r n o ted  t h a t ,  "The f r e e 

h o ld e rs  pay t h e i r  h a r r i o t t  t h e i r  b e s t  b e a s t ,  some t h e i r  b e s t  weapon, some pay 

c e r t a i n  semes o f  money more o r  le a s e  a s  t h e i r  deeds s h a l l  ly m i t t ,  f o r  t h e i r
64

r e i l i f f e  some more and some lea se"*  acc o rd in g  to  Gough, "H e rio t custom s and 

H e r io t  covenan t a re  th e  on ly  two s o r t s  o f H e rio ts  t h a t  a r e  p a id . The H e rio t 

custom s in  t h i s  manor i s  th e  b e s t  weapon, and soe  i t  i s  i n  a l l  o th e r  L o rd s h ip 's  

m arches. H e r io t covenan t i s  such a weapon a s  an  a rrow , o r  a sum o f  money o r  

such  a b e a s t  o r  good, a s  i s  m entioned in  th e  co venan t. And th i s  th e  Lord i s  

o b lig e d  to  ta k e ,  a lth o u g h  i t  happen to  bee worse th an  th e  b e s t  weapon." However, 

th e  b e s t  weapon co u ld  "bee b u t  a p i c k a v i l l ,  a t r o u s e b i l l ,  o r  a c lu b b e  s t a f f ,  

f o r  th e s e  a re  weapons o f fe n s iv e  and  d e fe n s iv e , end  such have been ta k e n  f o r  

h e r i o t s " .  He had se en  on ly  one g r a n t  from th e  Loxds S tran g e  where money was 

p a id  i n  l i e u ,  b u t th o u g h t t h a t  i f  th e  f re e h o ld e rs  re a d  t h e i r  deeds c a r e f u l ly ,

64» Gough, pp. 34- 36.
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th e n  s e v e ra l  o f  them m ight f in d  th a t  th ey  were f re e d  from a l l  paym ents by 

th e  o r ig in a l  g ran t#

The c h ie f  r e n ts  were u s u a l ly  nom inal ones, and Hayward's tenem ent in  

B a ld e r to n  was q u i te  e x c e p tio n a l i n  pay ing  L14 p e r  annum to  th e  L ord  o f  Hard

wick* The h ig h e s t  f r e e  r e n t  p a id  i n  Myddle L o rd sh ip  was £l*3s*lG d* f o r  lan d s 

i n  Myddle and Houls ton* R ents l i k e  th e  3s* p .a .  p a id  by bo th  th e  Goughs and 

th e  Hanmers were more ty p ic a l ,  and  a few p a id  even le s s  than  th a t*  The V.eb- 

s c o t t  c h i e f . r e n t  was a p a i r  o f  g i l t  sp u rs  o r  I d . ,  th e  k n ig h tly  L eas o f  Lea 

H a ll p a id  Id* f o r  t h e i r  sm a ll f re e h o ld  in  L yddle, and th e  Down to n s  o f  A lderton  

H a ll a ls o  p a id  Id * , i n  l i e u  o f  a pepper c o m , f o r  th e  43 a c re s  beyond B ilm arsh .

As long a s  th ey  p a id  t h e i r  c h ie f  r e n ts  and h e r io t s  and s e rv io e s  ( a l l  o f  

whicb w ere f ix e d ; ,  th e  f re a h o ld b rs  co u ld  do as th ey  p le a se d  w ith  t h e i r  land* 

S e v e ra l o f  them l e t  a p a r t  o r  even th e  whole o f  i t ;  th e  i^ in w a rin g s  u s u a l ly  

l iv e d  on t h e i r  C h esh ire  e s ta te s  and l e t  b le e p  H e ll to  te n a n ts ,  and th e  fo u r  

tenem ents in  Houls to n  w ere r a r e ly  occup ied  by t h e i r  owners* These m a tte rs  

were o f no concern  to  th e  m anoria l su rv ey o rs  o r  to  th e  r e n t - c o l l e c t o r s ,  and, 

th e r e f o r e ,  w ere n o t w r i t te n  down in  t h e i r  re c o rd s . The only  way a f re e h o ld e r  

c o u ld  lo s e  h is  la n d  was through th e  r a r e  occurrence  o f  e sc h e a ts . I n  a fe e  

t a i l  e s t a t e ,  i f  a man d ie d  w ith o u t any q u a l i f ie d  h e i r s  t o  succeed  him, then  

th e  e s t a t e  p assed  back to  th e  lord*  The 1563 su rv ey o r re p o r te d  t h a t  th i s  

sh o u ld  have happened w ith  W ebscott Farm, b u t  th e  Thornes fam ily  managed to
65

r e t a i n  i t :  "N ote, th a t  i t  I s  s a id  t h a t  one Humphrey's son  d ie d  w ith o u t is su e ,

and  so  i t  sh o u ld  be escheated* N ote, one T hornes, a younger b r o th e r ,  d id  

c la im  i t ,  and my l o r d 's  a n c e s to rs  e n te re d , had , and enjoyed  a l l  th e  lan d s  i n

65.  The s p e l l in g  has been m odernised.
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New tern (p a rc e l  o f  th e  p re m ise s) , and a l l  those  lan d s  th a t  la y  i n  o th e r  p la c e s

were n o t a ie z e d  in to  my lo rd  a n c e s to r s ' hands, and th e  same Thornes e n te re d ,

and th e  r e s t  which i s  now d isp e rse d  in to  many m en's hands. Saving  t h a t  f o r

tlie  long  c la im ing  o f  p o sse ss io n  i t  i s  s a id  i t  i s  a c l e a r  case  in  law ". The

lo rd  does n o t seem to  have p re s se d  h i s  c la im s i n  t h i s  m a tte r ,  b u t  th e  1563

su rvey  c o n ta in s  th e  fo llow ing  e n try  f o r  M arton: "Thomas Z lkes f o r  e x c h e ite

la n d s  l a t e  o f  Hugh E lks a t ta y n te d  f o r  fe llo n ^ '" . R id ia rd  Ash and W illiam

H eire  were a ls o  re c o rd e d  a s  ho ld ing  p a r t  o f  E lk s ' le n d  on 2 1 -y ea r l e a s e s ,  which
66

had  been g ran te d  in  1554 and 1555#

N ineteen  o f  th e  42 p e asa n ts  re c o rd e d  in  th e  m an o ria l su rvey  o f  1563 h e ld  

t h e i r  la n d  on 2 1 -y e a r  le a s e s .  Most o f  th e se  were d a ted  20th .  Septem ber, 1553, 

and a s  seven le a s e s  f o r  l iv e s  w ere a ls o  made o u t on th e  same day, i t  seems
67

th a t  a g e n e ra l r e o rg a n is a t io n  o f  te n u re s  was b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t. Perhaps t h i s  

was th e  f i r s t  tim e t h a t  any such le a s e s  f o r  e i t h e r  y e a rs  o r  l iv e s  had been 

g ra n te d  in  Myddle. The on ly  le a s e  t h a t  was d a te d  e a r l i e r  th e n  1553 and 

rec o rd ed  in  th e  1563 su rvey  was th e  one g ra n te d  in  1552 to  Morgan ap  P ro b a r t 

o f C a s tle  Farm, th e  c h ie f  demesne farm  i n  th e  lo rd s h ip .  L eases f o r  b o th  

y e a rs  and l iv e s  w ere on ly  j u s t  becoming conmon in  S h ro p sh ire  by th e  m iddle o f  

th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  (though  one can  h a rd ly  d is c e rn  a g e n e ra l p a t t e r n  amongst 

so  much v a r i a t io n  from one manor t o  a n o th e r ) .  However, i n  th e  c o u n try  a t  

l a r g e ,  th e re  w ere few t r a c e s  o f  s e r v i l e  v i l l e in a g e  l e f t  by th e  end o f  th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and most p e a sa n ts  had some s o r t  o f  s e c u r i ty  o f  p o sse s s io n  

in  th e  form o f  l e a s e s .

66 . Gough i s  wrong on th e  d a tin g  o f  t h i s  m urder.
67. The d a te  has no ap p aren t s ig n i f ic a n c e  i n  th e  l i f e  o r  c a re e r  o f  th e  lo rd .
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IJi in te rm e d ia te  s ta g e  betw een custom ary te n u re  and  th e  g ra n t in g  o f  

le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s  was th e  e n te r in g  o f l iv e s  on th e  c o u r t  r o l l s  o f  th e  manor* 

T h is method gave g r e a te r  s e c u r i t y  th e n  i f  one h e ld  la n d  m erely  a t  th e  w i l l  o f  

th e  lo r d  and p robab ly  ensured  th e  succession*  However, by th e  m iddle o f  th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  J . l . s  and the  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  c i v i l  p a r is h e s  were 

beg inn ing  to  ta k e  over many o f  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  m anoria l c o u r ts ,  w hich, 

th e r e f o r e ,  no lo n g e r  found i t  n e c e ssa ry  t o  meet every  th re e  weeks* In f re q u e n t 

m eetings meant t h a t  th e  o ld  system  o f  re c o rd in g  l iv e s  became u n s a t is f a c to r y ,  

and so  i t  was abandoned in  fav o u r o f  le a s e s  drawn up by  th e  growing bo^y o f  

a tto rn e y s*  And n o t on ly  was t h i s  to  th e  l e g a l  advan tage  o f  th e  te n a n t,  b u t  

to  the  f in a n c ia l  advantage o f  th e  la n d lo rd , f o r  fe u d a l s e rv ic e s  and dues w ere 

la rg e ly  re p la c e d  by money paym ents, w ith  e n try  f in e s  and  annual ren ts*

The su b seq u en t m anoria l su rveys a r e  sometimes co n fu sin g  to  th e  modem 

re a d e r  b ecause  th e  o ld  te rm ino logy  c o n tin u ed  to  be used* To sa y , a s  th e  

1363 su rvey  o r  th e  I 656 r e n t a l  do, th a t  sane  fbrms and tenem ents were h e ld  

" a t  w i l l " ,  even though they  had 9 9 -y ea r le a s e s  f o r  th re e  l i v e s ,  i s  a c o n tra 

d ic t io n  in  term s and m erely a l e g a l  f ic t io n *  i r o f e s s o r  H*H* H ilto n  has 
68

w r i t te n  ( o f  an e a r l i e r  p e rio d ) th a t  l i f e - t e n u r e s  were w idesp read  upon c u s t 

omary la n d  w ith o u t th e  la n d lo rd  dropping th e  use  o f  th e  term  * custcxnary* • 

T e c h n ic a lly , i f  th e  lan d  was h e ld  a t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  lo r d ,  th e  te n a n ts  cou ld  

be e je c te d  a t  any tim e; b u t t h i s  was c e r t a in ly  n o t t r u e  o f  la n d  t h a t  was des

c r ib e d  in  th e  su rv ey s  a s  b e in g  h e ld  a t  w i l l ,  b u t  which in  f a c t  was h e ld  by 

p e r f e c t ly  sound le a s e s  fo r  th re e  l iv e s*  There m ust have been some h i s t o r i c a l

68* R .H .H ilto n , The D eclin e  o f  Serfdom in  M edieval England*
London, I 969, p*47#
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rea so n s  wliy seven  h o ld in g s  were d e sc r ib e d  i n  t h i s  way i n  th e  I 656 r e n t a l ,  b u t  

i n  p r a c t ic e  t h e i r  te n u re s  w ere no d i f f e r e n t  frcm  th e  o th e r  farm s and tenem ents 

t h a t  were a ls o  h e ld  f o r  l iv e s*

A nother l e g a l  p r e c t ic e  was to  reg a rd  any le a s e s  th a t  w ere f o r  l e s s  th an  

loo y e a rs  a s  c h a t t e l s ,  and so  i t  was norm al f o r  le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s  to  be  s ty le d  

a s  " le a s e s  f o r  99 y e a r s ,  d e te rm in ab le  upon th re e  l iv e s" *  Thus, th e  in v e n to ry  

o f  th e  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  o f  R ichard  G uest, yeoman ( I 694) ,  in c lu d e d  "One c h a t t l e  

le a s e  o f  h i s  tenem ent g r a n i t ed by  th e  R igh t Honourable Jo h n , E a rle  o f  B ridge

w a te r" , even though t h i s  was a lw .se  f o r  th re e  l i v e s ,  which in  f a c t  c o n s t i tu te d  

a freeho ld*  Three o th e r  in v e n to r ie s  in c lu d e  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  rem ainder o f  

le a s e s  th a t  had been  g ran te d  f o r  21 y e a rs  d u rin g  th e  p rev io u s  c e n tu ry ; John 

Raphes o f  L arton  (1 5 7 9 ), f o r  " th e  le a s e  o f  h i s  howee and tenem ent f o r  I 6 y e a rs  

y e t  to  come, L8"; R ichard  V.oulf o f  Myddle ( 158o),  f o r  " th e  r e v e r s io n  o f  the  

le a s e  o f  h is  house b e in g e  11 y e a re s , £ 8 " ; and Alan C haloner, th e  JMyddle
69

b lac k sm ith  ( lô Q l) ,  f o r  " a l l  l e a s e s ,  £10"*

The 1563 r e n t a l  th a t  i s  appended to  th e  survey  m erely r e f e r s  to  th e  r e c e n t  

c le a r in g s  in  Myddlewood as  "new r e n t s " ,  b u t  th e y , to o , ap p ea r to  have been  

h e ld  by le a s e s ,  e i t h e r  f o r  a te rm  o f  21 y e a r s ,  o r  f o r  th r e e  l iv e s*  The S u r

veyor was w orred  abou t the  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  woods, and recommended t h a t ,  " I f  

they  ta k e  any le a s e s ,  to  make a p ro v iso e  f o r  th e  s a v e ^ r d  o f  th e  woods"* A hen 

E l l i s  Hanmer made th e  f i r s t  reco rd ed  encroachm ent i n  th e  rem ain ing  p a r t  o f  

L<yddlewood in  1581, Henry, th e  fo u r th  K arl o f  Derby, gave him a Z l-y e a r  lease*  

I n  th e  same y e a r ,  Roger i ic k s to c k  end Alan C haloner were g ra n te d  s im i la r  le a s e s

f o r  new c o tta g e s  there*

69* In v e n to r ie s  sh o u ld  t e a m i c a l l y  in c lu d e  c h a t te l  l e a s e s ,  b u t  i n  p r a c t ic e  
m ost d id  n o t do so*
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Most o f  th e  f a m ilie s  who took  o u t 2 1 -y e e r  le a s e s  i n  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  

Edward V i 's  re ig n  changed them to  le a s e s  f o r  th re e  l iv e s  d u rin g  th e  E liz a 

b e th an  period*  This th e n  rem ained th e  norm al way o f  h o ld in g  la n d  th roughou t 

th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  and  f o r  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th . I t  was the  

u su a l p r a c t ic e  f o r  th e  te n a n t  to  be a b le  to  add new l iv e s  o r  to  change them 

when he  w anted , upon payment o f  an  e n try  f in e ,  and by t h i s  system  th e  p e a sa n ts  

o f  Liyddle w ere g iv en  r e a l  s e c u r i ty  o f  possession*  àfeny fa m ilie s  co n tin u ed  in  

t h e i r  h o ld in g s  u n t i l  w e ll in to  th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu ry , end some su rv iv e d  

th roughou t i t*  B u ttin g  o n e 's  own l i f e  i n  a le a s e  ensu red  s e c u r i ty  o f  poss

e ss io n  f o r  o n e s e l f ,  and t o  e n te r  th e  l iv e s  o f  o n e 's  w ife  and e ld e s t  son  e s t 

a b l is h e d  th e  succession*  However, g iven  th e  s h o r t  expectancy  o f  l i f e  o f  th a t  

tim e , i t  c o u ld  be  a chancy business*  In  Myddle, judg ing  by th e  e v a lu a tio n  o f

e n try  f in e s  i n  1637, le a s e s  f o r  th re e  l iv e s  were reg a rd ed  a s  b e in g  s l i g h t l y
70

s u p e r io r  t o  2 1 -y e a r  lea se s*  However, u n tim e ly  d ea th s  co u ld  te rm in a te  a 

le a s e  in  a much s h o r te r  p e r io d  than  t h i s  and  cou ld  cause f in a n c ia l  h a rd sh ip  

i f  a new e n try  f in e  had to  b e  p a id  f o r  a new lease*  The C lay tons o f  th e  

H o llin s  Farm s u f f e r e d  i n  t h i s  way in  th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  century* And a s  th e  

m o r ta l i ty - r a  t e  was so  h ig h  amohgst th e  young, i t  was o f  no advan tage  to  p u t 

young l i v e s  i n  th e  lea se*  Looked a t  from th e  p o in t  o f  view o f  averages f o r  

th e  whole oonm unity, t h i s  system  o f  le a s e s  f o r  l iv e s  m ight have been a s a t i s 

f a c to ry  one, b u t f o r  in d iv id u a l  fa m ilie s  i t  cou ld  be very  r i s k y  indeed*

Cn th e  o th e r  hand , some fa m ilie s  were th e  lucky  ones whose le a s e s  l a s t e d

f o r  much lo n g e r  th e n  21 years*  Samuel Forms ton  had n o t renewed h i s  le a s e  f o r
71

y e e ra  »t the time th*t Sough 1701. »nd h« would h«T« don.
70. £ .H opkins, ' R s - ls s a ln g  o f  th e  B r ia g tw s te r  E a t s t w .  1637-42.'

Agric* H ist* Rev#, X, 1962, p*23*
71 . Gough,- 3 : 149:-------



even b e t t e r  i f  he had n o t renewed i t  i n  th e  f i r s t  place* Gough’ s e x p la n a tio n  

o f th e  d e sc e n t o f  t h i s  le a s e  h e lp s  t o  e x p la in  how the  system  worked* "T his 

oamuel Formes to n  * * e n la rg e d  h is  tenem ent in  Brandwood by th e  a d d it io n  o f  

two p e ic e s  o f  lan d  c a l le d  th e  h ig h  h u r s t s ,  which a re  th e  la n d s  o f  th e  E a rle  

o f B ridgew ater*  These two p e ic e s  w ere fo rm erly  i n  le a s e  t o  my g re a t  g ran d 

f a th e r ,  who gave th e  le a s e  o f  them to  h i s  second  son , my u n c le  John Gough, 

and hee took  a new le a s e  o f  them , and p u t in  th e  l iv e s  o f  h i s  son  R ichard , 

h is  d a u g h te r Mery, and my l i f e ,  ( l  suppose h i s  daugh ter E liz a b e th  was n o t  th en  

b o rn e ) , b u t  when my u n c le  John Gough had p u rchased  h is  ferm e i n  B es fo rd , hee 

s o ld  t h i s  le a s e  to  R ichard  N ig h tin g a le  o f  Myddle, and n o t long  a f t e r  R ich a rd  

N ig h tin g a le  s o ld  t h i s  le a s e  to  Sam uell Formes to n , who to  make a l l  su re  renewed 

th e  le a s e  and p u t t  i n  th r e e  l iv e s  o f h is  owne nameing, viz* h i s  owne, h is  

w ife ’ s ,  and h i s  d au g h te r, M argarets b u t t  hee m ight have sp a re d  t h a t  money, f o r  

I  end my Cozen Kîary a r e  y e t  l iv e in g ,  end h i s  money was l a i d  o u t abou t f i f t y  

y e a re s  ago; and a lthough  two o f  th e  l iv e s  o f  h is  nameing a r e  y e t  l iv e in g ,  y e t  

one o f them i s  abou t tw enty  y e a re s  o ld e r  then  e iU ie r  o f us* Bees id e s ,  t h i s  

Samuel Fonneston  abou t tw en ty  y e a rs  ( f o r  e sume o f  money,) ex<dianged h i s  owne 

l i f e  f o r  h is  sonnes, b u t t  h i s  son dyed b e e f  o re  him and soe  th a t  money was l o s t "  

From t h i s  i t  i s  obvious t h a t  any l iv e s  cou ld  be e n te re d  i n  a le a s e ,  and 

any such le a s e  cou ld  be s o ld  w ith o u t th e  l o r d ’ s perm ission* Nor had tlie  l o r d  

any power to  p rev e n t s u b - le t t in g *  These custom s v a r ie d  from manor t o  manor, 

b u t i n  % d d le  a le a s e h o ld e r  f o r  l iv e s  had r e l a t i v e l y  few r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  

use  o f  h i s  la n d , and co u ld  be  reg a rd ed  a s  p o sse ss in g  a f re e h o ld  e s ta te *  Ah en 

Henry, th e  fo u r th  E a r l o f  D erby, began to  o f f e r  le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s  i n  th e  1570’ s 

and 1580’ b,  th e  g re a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  te n a n ts  who w ere h o ld in g  by  2 1 -y ea r l e a s e s .
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g la d ly  to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  improve t h e i r  tenure*
72

lleny more such le a s e s  were g ra n te d  in  1598 by H enry’ s younger so n , 

j i i l l ia m , somewhat i n c o r r e c t ly ,  b e fo re  he became th e  s i x t h  ea rl*  He " d id  g r a n t  

le a s e s  o f  many ferm es and tenem ents i n  the  L ordaliip  o f  M yddle, i n  h is  

m other’ s  l i f e  tim e , which p erhaps h i s  m other connived a t ,  because  he was much 

in d e b te d , upon accoun t o f  pay ing  th e  p o r t io n s  o f  h is  B ro th e r ’ s  daughters* 

i i f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  h i s  m o ther, vvilliam  E a r le  o f  Daxby s o ld  th e  L ordsh ip  o f  

ly d d le  to  th e  Lord K eeper E gerton  *** Boon a f t e r  th e  p u rc h a se , th e  Lord 

Keeper E gerton  re q u ire d  a l l  th o se  le a s e s ,  t h a t  w ere g ra n te d  by  W illiam  E a rle  

o f Dazby, to  bee su rre n d e re d  up , beecause  made by one t h a t  had  noe power soe 

to  doe *** ivany were su rre n d e re d  and new ones g ra n te d  on easy  term es; b u t S i r  

Andrew C o rb e tt ,  who had a l e a s e  o f H a rm e a re , A rth u r C hanbrs, who had a le a s e  

o f B ro o m ^ u rs t Farme, R ich a rd  A olfe, who had a le a s e  o f  a sm a ll tenem ent in  

ly d d le ,  now i n  p o sse ss io n  o f  kir* D ele; and one Edge, who had a le a s e  o f  a 

sm all tenem ent beyonde ? ^ r to n ,  c e l le d  Edge’ s tenem ent, th e se  re fu se d  to  s u r r 

ender and were never Q uestioned  i n  law , b u t  h e ld  o u t th e i r e  te rm es , th e  some
73

of them proved  very  lo n g "*

The m anoria l r e n t a l s  con firm  Gough by  c o n ta in in g  a l i s t  o f  42 " te n a n ts  

who su r re n d e r  t h e i r  e s t a t e s  f o r  l iv e s "  on 18 th  Jan u ary , 159$^ 1600* The su rvey  

o f 1602 shows t h a t  t h i s  l i s t  covered  n e a r ly  every  farm er i n  th e  lo rd s h ip ,  f o r  

by th a t  tim e  only  lianmer’ s ,  G haloner’ s ,  and  l i c k s to c k ’s c o tta g e s  were h e ld  on 

2 1 -y ea r le a se s*  The s ix te e n th  c en tu ry  had seen  c o n s id e ra b le  d ianges i n

72* i*e* m ainly  renev^als*
73* Gough, p*25#
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tenure#  By th e  end o f  i t ,  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  l o r d ’s ferma end tenem ents w ere 

h e ld  by  le a s e s  f o r  th re e  l i v e s ,  and  th e  p e a sa n ts  were now l e g a l l y  se c u re  i n  

what were i n  e f f e c t  f re e h o ld  e s ta te s#

The b ig  d if fe re n c e  betw een Idiese h o ld in g s  and th e  a n c ie n t  f re e h o ld s  was 

t h a t  w hereas an « s ta te  h e ld  by fe e  sim ple  o r  by fe e  t a i l  had a f ix e d  end un

changeable  system  o f  nom inal payments to  th e  lo r d  fo r  r e n t s  and h a r l o t s ,  an  

e s t a t e  h e ld  by  le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s  had an e n try  f in e  t h a t  was payab le  eaoti tim e 

th e  l e a s e  came to  have a new name in s e r te d ,  end th a t  f in e  was o f te n  a r b i t r a b l e  

a t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  lo rd#  Gough quo tes a c a se  from nearby  i n  th e  m id- 

se v en te en th  century# 'The E a r l  o f  i jn m d e l, " l ik e  a r i g h t  Nobleman, caused  

n o tic e  to  bee g iven  to  a l l  h i s  ooppyholders, t h a t  i f  th ey  p le a se d  th ey  m igh t 

e n fra n c h ise  t h e i r e  e s t a t e s  and  cou ld  make them fee  simple# Many eobraced  

t h i s  m otion and made t h e i r  la n d  f r e e ,  b u t t  some in c o n s id e ra te  s e l f e - c o n c e i te d  

persons re fu s e d , and  conce ived  t h a t  a coppyhold e s t a t e  was b e t t e r  th a n  a f r e e 

h o ld , b u t they  found th e  c o n tra  zy , to  th e  g r e a t  damage o f  t h e i r e  fam ily  e s ,  

and th e  ru in e  o f  some"# The n e x t Lord o f  wem, Mr# D an ie l VKic^erley o f  C l iv e , 

"had a long  and ch arg eab le  s u i t e  w ith  h i s  Ooppyholders o f  Wem L ordah ipp i th e y  

a lle a g e d  th a t  th e i r e  custome f o r  payment o f  f in e s  a t t  every  decease  and a t t  

s u r re n d e r , was t o  bee one y e a r ’s  r e n t ,  acco rd in g  to  th e  c h e ife  r e n t  which was 

p a id  yea r e ly  t o  th e  L ord  o f  th e  Me nor# But Mr# W ickerley  p re te n d ed  t h a t  i t  

was a rb i t r a ry #  n o t exceeding th r e e  y e a r s ’ r e n t ,  acco rd ing  t o  th e  im proved 

r e n t  on th e  f u l l  v a lu e ; a f t e r  a te d io u s  s u i t e ,  i t  was decreed  t h a t  th e  f in e  

shou ld  be a r b i t r a r y ,  b u t t  sh o u ld  n o t exceed one y e a r ’s r e n t  on th e  im proved 

r e n t  • • •  And th e  O oppyholders re p e n ted  to o  l a t e ,  th a t  they  had n o t made t h e i r e
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j

la n d  free "*  The copyho lders o f  yddle  a ls o  had to  m eet la r g e  in c re a s e s  i n

en try  l in e s  i n  tlie  m iddle se v en te en th  c e n tu ry , though Gough i s  e n t i r e ly

s i l e n t  a b o u t t^ iis .

I n  th e  y e a r  IbcO, B ir  chômas K gerton, bî .e i^ord K eeper ( l a t e r  to  be Lord

C h a n c e llo r ; ,  ccm pleted  h i s  pu rchases o f  th e  n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  e s ta te s  o f  th e

le rb y s*  A f r e s h  su rv ey  o f  h i s  new p o sse s s io n s  was made two y e a rs  la te r#

T his sim ply  reco u n ted  th e  e x is t in g  s t a t e  o f  th e  v a r io u s  te n u re s  and d id  n o t

in v o lv e  any soheme o f  re - le a s in g #  The 1 y d d le  su rv ey  does n o t  in c lu d e  many

d e ta i l s  o f  th e  varicnis f r e e h o ld s ,  b u t i t  i s  c o n s is te  enough to  l i s t  31

d i f f e r e n t  itenm  o f  p ro p erty #  A t o t a l  o f  46 r e n t s  ( f o r  41 d i f f e r e n t  people;

arrounted to  «J4C#3s#7d#, and X ’ e n try  f in e s  t o t a l l e d  «:231#ls#8d# The Derbys

had t r e a te d  t h e i r  te n a n ts  m ost l e n l w t l y ,  f o r  th e se  payments had rem ained low

d e s p i te  th e  u n p reced en ted  i n f l a t i o n  o f  th e  l a t e - s ix t e e n th  and e a r ly -se v e n te e n th
74

c e n tu r ie s  w hich had r a i s e d  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p r ic e s  by  a s  much as  6^ times# A 

few r e n t s  were in c re a s e d  d u rin g  th e  n e x t few y e a r s ,  b u t  a whole g e n e ra tio n  

passed  by b e fo re  th e  g e rto n s  (by  th a t  tim e s ty le d  th e  E a r ls  o f  B ridgew ater) 

fuade a d e te rm in ed  e f f o r t  t o  in c re a s e  th e  e n try  f in es#  Mr# E#Hopkins has
73

shown wiiat happened on th e  E llesm ere e s t a t e s ,  o f  whioh Kyddle foMwd a p a rt#

The dowager co u n te ss  d ie d  i n  1636, and a l l  the  le a s e s  which she  had
76

g ra n te d  in  h e r  l i f e t im e  f o r  21 y e a rs  " i f  sh e  so lo n g  l iv e "  new f e l l  in .

There w ere 32 such le a s e s  on th e  E llesm ere  e s t a t e s ,  though very  tm  i n  Myddle#
77

74# i  #Bowden i n  J .T h ir a k ,  ed#/(op# c i t .  p#394# W
73# H opkins, op# c i t # pp#14-2d# —
76# The le g a l  poa iti< w  concern ing  th e  c o u n te s s ' r i g h t s  i s  obscure#
77# H opkins, p#13# In  Ja n u a ry , 1636/7# th e  E a r l 's  d e b ts  amounted 

to  l 2 3 ,3 7 7 .
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o p p o rtu n ity  to  review  th e  p o s i t io n  on h i s  e s t a t e s ,  end  de term ined  to  fo rc e

h is  te n a n ts  to  a c c e p t new le a s e s  on th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  term s t o  h im self#

Those whose le a s e s  had f a l l e n  i n  had no o p tio n  in  th e  m a tte r ,  and w h ile  th e

o th e rs  co u ld  have c a r r i e d  on under t h e i r  e x is t in g  l e a s e s ,  th ey  would s t i l l

have been fa c e d  w ith  s te e p  in c re a s e s  once th e  le a s e  expired# In  p a r t i c u l a r ,

th o se  who had only  one l i f e  l e f t  on t h e i r  le a s e s  w ere i n  a p re c a r io u s  p o s-.

i t i o n ,  and m ost p r e f e r r e d  to  s e t t l e  a t  th e  same tim e a s  th e  o th e rs  and to

take  o u t new le a s e s  r a t h e r  than  c r e a te  a  pow erful enemy and r i s k  a b ig g e r

in c re a s e  in  payments when t h e i r  le a s e s  e v e n tu a lly  expired# There does n o t

seem to  have been any o b je c tio n  to  th e  p r in c ip le  t h a t  f in e s  were a r b i t r a b l e

a t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  lo rd#  Thus, ^ la n  C haloner, th e  b la c k sm ith , su rre n d e re d

up a l e a s e  fo r  liiree  l i v e s  t h a t  had been  g ra n te d  by Henry, E a rl o f  D e ity ,

because on ly  h is  own l i f e  was l e f t  on i t ,  and Andrew H ordley " w il l in g ly

su rre n d e re d ” h i s  own le a s e  because he was i n  th e  same p o sitio n #  Only
78

Vvilliam Brayne " re fu s e d  to  f in e  o r  to  pay an  improved ren t"#

A t th e  same tim e , th e  E a r l  i n s i s t e d  upon a g r a tu i ty  o f  a few pounds 

to  h is  e ld e s t  so n . V isco u n t B rock ley , and  o rd e red  h i s  oo ian issloners to  

d e f in e  c a r e f u l ly  th e  h e r io t s  and th e  s e r v ic e s  t h a t  were due# The r e n t s  

were norm ally  l e f t  a t  t h e i r  o ld  l e v e l ,  though they  were s u b s ta n t ia l ly  i n 

c re a se d  f o r  th e  y e a r  1638 in  cases  where th e  i n i t i a l  o f f e r s  o f  in c re a s e d  

f in e s  w ere n o t a c c e p ta b le  and no new o f f e r  had been  made# The f in e s  by  th e e -  

s e lv e s  w ere s u f f i c i e n t  to  b r in g  in  a la r g e  revenue# Mr# Hopkins has o a lc u -

la  te d  t h a t  the to ta l f in e s  f o r  the Ellesmere esta tes amounted tQOOlr
78# H opkins, p#17# Only 3 p eop le  i n  th e  whole o f  th e  E llesm ere  

e s t a t e s  s to o d  by t h e i r  leases#
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^ 6 o #  19s# lid *  i n  1602,  b u t  in  1637 th ey  ro se  over f i f t e e n  tim es to  

glO,398*13s*4d* T here w ere few la r g e  f in e s  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  century#
I

th ro u g h o u t th e  E llesm ere  e s ta te s  th e  m a jo r ity  were w e ll un d e r Ü 0 ,  and i n

jviyddle, on ly  C a s tle  end Broom hurst farm s w ere i n  double f ig u re s*  By 1637,

however, i t  was common to  f in d  f in e s  o f  betw een £50 and £ 100,  and th e re  were
79

23 farm s th a t  p a id  o v er £ 100.

The f i r s t  s ig n  i n  th e  m anoria l re c o rd s  o f  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  new 

lo rd s  to  in c re a s e  th e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e i r  e s ta te s  had come i n  a r e n t a l  o f 

1617, in  a l i s t  o f  "L ate  In^rovem ents in  th e  s a id  m anor". E leven h o ld in g s  

a r e  m entioned, and th e  in c re a s e s  in  r e n t s  were q u i te  co n sid e rab le*  H u n t's  

tenem ent p a id  on ly  9s# r e n t  i n  1597,  b u t  now, twenty y e a rs  l a t e r ,  th e  occu

p ie r s  p a id  £4* In  1597, George L atso n  was paying £3*15* .8d . and£2*8s*4d* 

f o r  two tenem ents, b u t  h i s  su c c e s s o rs , Thcxass i b r r  and Thomas G uest, p a id  

£14 and  £6 , re s p e c tiv e ly *  Hodden's tenem ent had a ls o  had  i t s  r e n t  in c re a s e d  

from 9s*6d* to  £2 , and e few c o tta g e s  had become more expensive  to  ren t*

Most o f  th e se  r e n ts  w ere h o ld in g  t h e i r  new le v e l  in  the  1634 r e n t a l ,  b u t  

th e re  a r e  s ig n s  t h a t  th e  lo r d  had demanded a b i t  to o  much i n  some cases* 

i s r r ' s  tenem ent was now farm ed by John L loyd f o r  £10 in s te a d  o f  £ 1 4 , and the  

r e n t  o f  th e  w arren  on Harmer H i l l  was " a fte rw a rd s  a b a te d  th e re o f  20s*" 

However, th re e  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  two men who w ere com peting f o r  a new le a s e  o f  the  

w arren  b o th  b id  beyond th e  o ld  h ig h e r  le v e l  in  t h e i r  a tte m p ts  t o  g e t  a new 

lease*

when th e  lo r d  s e t  ab o u t r a i s in g  th e  e n try  f in e s  i n  1637, n e a r ly  everyone 

who was r e n t in g  la n d  in  Klyddle was w e ll a b le  to  a f f o r d  s u b s ta n t ia l  in c re a ses*  

79* H opkins, p*17*
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The p r ic e  i n f l a t i o n  had favoured  th e  fa rm e rs , and the  a re a  was a t  l e a s t  

modéra t e ly  prosperous* w illiam  Brayne was a lo n e  i n  r e f u s in g  to  pay more 

th an  he  had done, though th e  com m issioners made an e x c e p tio n  o f  F ra n c is  

T revor, a poor la b o u re r ,  and l e f t  h i s  c o tta g e  and g a rd en  a t  th e  same easy  

terms* (The fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  th e y  even added more la n d  to  i t , *  A few 

exao^ les w i l l  show j u s t  how g r e a t  were th e  in c reases*  At th e  H o llin s  Farm, 

acco rd in g  to  th e  1602 su rv e y , l i c h a r d  row e l l  had p a id  a £6*ljs*4d*  e n try  f in e  

end £l*3s*4d* annual r e n t ,  b u t  i n  1637, W illiam  C lay to n , w h ile  paying th e  same 

r e n t ,  o f fe re d  to  in c re a s e  h i s  e n try  f in e  to  £ l6 0 , w ith  a £5  g r a t u i ty  to  Lord

Brockley* Die tenem ent farm ers were induced  to  o f f e r  s im i l a r  in c reases*
I

Roger Hunt was re c o rd e d  i n  1602 a s  paying  a f in e  o f  £ l*138*4d# , b u t  in  1637, '

w illiam  Hunt a g reed  to  o f f e r  a £35 f in e  end a £3 g ra tu i ty *  W illiam  G osling  ;
I

r a is e d  h i s  o ld  f in e  frcxn £1 to  £35 , w ith  a £3 g r a tu i ty ,  and Thomas >k>dden was 

p rep a red  to  r a i s e  h is  f a t h e r 's  o ld  f in e  o f  £ 4  to  £ 50,  w ith  a £2 g ra tu i ty *  I

The c o t ta g e r s  made s im i la r  o f f e r s  in  p ro p o r tio n  to  th e  s i z e  o f  t h e i r  hold ings*  j 

Thomas Hanm er's f in e  was r a i s e d  from lOs* to  £6*13s*4d .,  and abraham  Hanmer 

o f fe re d  £6 in  p la c e  o f  h i s  p rev io u s 15s* In  th e  e le v en  c a se s  where e n try  

can be compared betw een 1602 and 1637 w ith o u t a^y a m b ig u ity , th e  t o t a l  i n -  I  

c re ese  i s  from £30*15s*0d* to  £515*13s*4d* T his i s  a s e v e n te e n -fo ld  in c re a s e  ! 

end i t  o o n fim a  th e  g e n e ra l  accu racy  o f  H opkins' t o t a l  f ig u re s*  I n  a d d i t io n ,  

th e se  e lev en  te n a n ts  o f f e r e d  a t o t a l  o f  £21 to  V iscount b ro c k le y , end t h e i r  

r e n ts  had been s l i g h t l y  in c re a s e d  from £4* l 6s*6d* to  £ 5* l 0s* 0d*

Even so , th e  lo r d  was s t i l l  n o t s a t i s f i e d ,  end s i x  monttia l a t e r ,  e a r ly  in  

1638, h i s  com m issioners e n te re d  upon a new round o f  b a rg a in in g *  L ess th a n
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h a l f  o f  th e  te n a n ts  o f  th e  E llesm ere  e s t a t e s  had made o f f e r s  t h a t  s a t i s f i e d
80

th e  lo r d ,  end a de te rm ined  e f f o r t  was made to  se c u re  a g e n e ra l in c re a s e  o f  

over te n  percen t*  Some o f  th e  te n a n ts  w ere a b le  to  a f f o r d  t h i s ,  and , in d ee d , 

th e  1637 r e p o r t  had shown th a t  th e r e  was some c o m p e titio n  f o r  leases*  A lic e  

G rittins had o f fe re d  a £lOO e n try  f in e  f o r  Eagle Farm i n  p la c e  o f  th e  

£4* 13s.4d* f in e  o f  1602, b u t  d e s p i te  a p le a  on h e r  b e h a l f  by th e  s tew ard , 

t h i s  was re fu s e d , end R obert More (who had on ly  r e c e n t ly  l a s t  a long w rang le  

over th e  le g a l  p o sse s s io n  w ith  th e  G i t t in s  fam ily) was ad m itte d  te n a n t w ith  

a s u p e r io r  o f f e r  o f  a £130 f in e  and a £5  g ra tu ity *  W illiam  T yler a l s o  t r i e d  

to  e n te r  a tenem ent t h a t  had once be longed  to  h is  b r o th e r  end p u t in  a b id  

a g a in s t  th e  e x is t in g  t e n a n t ,  B artholanew  irierce*  This b id ,  coupled w ith  

some q u e s tio n in g  o f  th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  h is  le a s e ,  f r ig h te n e d  P ie rc e  and induced  

him "upon b e t t e r  c o n s id é ra con", to  in c re a s e  h i s  i n i t i a l  o f f e r  o f £30 to  

cGlfO, w ith  a £2 g ra tu i ty *  I n  th e  f r e s h  b a rg a in in g s  o f  I 638, W illiam  T y le r  

"came n o t t o  o f f e r " , and ir ie rc e  was f i n a l l y  accep ted  w ith  a f in e  o f  £48* 

R ich a rd  Hughe# had a l s o  ex p re ssed  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  re g a in in g  a c o tta g e  t h a t  had 

once be longed  to  h is  fa m ily , b u t  hee , to o , was o u tb id  by  th e  c u r re n t  o c c u p ie r , 

iibraham Hanmer*

The com m issioners seemed w i l l in g  to  l i s t e n  to  re a so n  and to  fav o u r th e  

te n a n ts  who w ere a lr e a d y  i n  possession*  Jan e  Clowes c o n tin u ed  w ith  h e r  

le a s e  o f  a Mart on tenem ent a f t e r  hav ing  t h i s  comment w r i t te n  in  tiie  1637 

r e p o r t ,  a s  i f  in  h e r  favour# " [ s h ^  se y e th  th a t  h e r  l a t e  husband d id  b u i ld  

a l l  th e  house i n  h i s  l i f e  tyme and a l l  outhouses upon th e  p rem isses [ a t  h i i^  

8 0 * Hopkins, p*19*
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own c o s ta  and ch a rg ea , and d id  buy th e  tymber i n  Ruyton park® f o r  th e  

doeing th e re o f " . On th e  o th e r  hand, i t  was th e  comaissionerB* jo b  to  g e t  

a s  much f o r  t h e i r  eriiployer a s  p o ss ib le*  «>illiam b rayne  re fu s e d  to  o f f e r ,  

b u t  h i s  widow e v e n tu a lly  a g re ed  to  pay an  in c re a s e d  fine#  and Thomas D avis, 

who p lea d ed  in  1637 t h a t  he was too  poor to  in c re a s e  h i s  paym ents, had p a id  

o f f  a t h i r d  o f  h i s  new £18*8s*Od* f in e  by I6lf2*

The f re s h  round o f  b a rg a in in g s  i n  1638 r e s u l te d  i n  an  in c r e a s e  o f  £700
81

in  th e  t o t a l  o f f e r s  f o r  th e  E llesm ere  e s ta te s *  But th is  tim e th e re  was 

much more re lu c ta n c e  amongst th e  te n a n ts  to  a g re e  so  r e a d i ly  t o  new terms* 

Some, l ik e  Edward M eriden o f  }!yddle, o f fe re d  no more, end "can n o t be  ymproved 

because o f  h is  le a s e " ,  w h ile  Thomas A to h e r le y 's  su g g e s tio n  f o r  a new f in e  was 

re fu s e d  " f o r  abuse which he o f f e re d " * Mieny c la im ed  th a t  th ey  c o u ld  n o t 

a f f o r d  any more, b u t they  were u s u a l ly  persuaded  to  p a r t  w ith  a l i t t l e  ex tra*  

Only Thomas Hodden, who had a g re e d  to  a £50 f in e  i n  1637, end who c la im ed  he 

was u n ab le  t o  in c re a s e  h is  o f f e r  i n  1638, d id  n o t end up paying  more* (He 

was f i n a l l y  a llow ed  to  pay on ly  £45) * Most farm ers were s t i l l  a b le  to  a f fo rd  

th e  f in e s  th a t  were f i n a l ly  squeezed  o u t o f  than* W illiam  C lay ton  re fu s e d  

to  in c re a s e  h is  o f f e r  o f £16C f o r  th e  H o ll in s ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  on £189# 

R obert More was induced  to  r a i s e  h is  o f f e r  o f  £13G f o r  th e  Eagle farm  to  

£15C, end W illiam  G osling , who had t r i e d  t o  s t i c k  o u t a t  £35 f o r  h i s  ten e 

ment, f i n a l l y  a g reed  on £lOO*12s*6d*,  and had p a id  i t  a l l  o f f  by I 64I#

C lay ton  and More com pleted t h e i r  payments th e  fo llo w in g  year* I n  f a c t ,  th e  

ev idence th a t  has su rv iv e d  su g g e s ts  t h a t  most farm ers c o n tin u ed  t o  pay o f f

81. Hopkins, p*19*
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t h e i r  new d e b ts  o v er a d io r t  p e r io d  o f  y e a rs , b u t t h a t  th ey  d id  n o t have 

undue d i f f i c u l t y  i n  so  doing* Even ^ la n  C haloner, who was d e sc r ib e d  a s  a 

pauper i n  I 63Ô and  who was s t a t e d  t o  be unab le  to  r a i s e  h is  o f f e r  o f  a £5 

f i n e ,  f in is h e d  paying  o f f  h is  a g re ed  f in e  o f  £38*lGs*Od* by I 646. I n  th e  

n in e  c a se s  where th e  f in e s  can  be tr a c e d  through  th e  p e rio d  1637*42, th e  

t o t a l  o f f e r s  amounted to  £725 i n  1637, to  £758 in  1638, and t o  £ 1 ,2 6 4  in  

1642* The r e s i s ta n c e  t o  in c re a s in g  th e  i n i t i a l  o f f e r s  had o b v io u sly  been 

overccxne*

f r e s s u r e  had been  b ro u g h t to  b e a r  on th o se  who had re fu s e d  to  in c re a s e

t h e i r  o f f e r s  by  i n s i s t i n g  upon sh a rp  in c re a s e s  i n  r e n ts  fo r  th e  y e a r  1638*
82

^.gain , th e r e  seems to  have been no com plain t ab o u t th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  th is*

F o r in s ta n c e ,  W illiam  C lay to n , who had been paying  an  annual r e n t  o f  

£l*3s*4d* f o r  th e  H o ll in s , was o b lig e d  to  pay £18 r e n t  in  I638 when he re fu s e d  

to  in c re a s e  h i s  fine*  He soon a g re e d  to  a new le a s e  w ith  a f u r th e r  in 

c re a s e  o f  £29 i n  th e  e n try  f i n e ,  and h is  r e n t  r e v e r te d  to  th e  o ld  lev e l*

The r e n t s  were alw ays low ered to  t h e i r  o ld  le v e l  when a s a t i s f a c to r y  s e t t l e 

ment had been made w ith  th e  e n try  lin e s*  The same e f f e c t iv e  method produced

q u ick  r e s u l t s  amongst th e  o th e r  ten an ts*  V U liam  Brayne had re fu s e d  to

make any o f f e r  a t  a l l ,  b u t  when th e  r e n t  was in c re a s e d  from 2s.6d* to  £? h is  

widow soon a c c e p te d  new terms* W illiam  G osling  was b rough t round to  th e  

com m issioners ' way o f th in k in g  when h i s  r e n t  was in c re a s e d  from 4s.6d* to  

.4 ., and w ith  t h i s  method the  lo r d  soon ach iev ed  what was to  him a s a t i s f a c to r y  

se ttlw ien t. . . ------- ------------------------- ------ ------
82* T h is was only  done i n  Knock in  and k id d le  and n o t i n  th e  o th e r  manors 

t i ia t  co i% rised  th e  E llesm ere  e s ta te s *
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83
i.T. Hopkins has concluded th a t  th e  c a lc u la t io n  o f  th e  f in e s  depended 

upon in d iv id u a l  c irc u m sta n ce s , b u t  th a t  the  lo r d  co n sid e red  a re a so n a b le  

o f f e r  fo r  a copyhold le a s e  f o r  th re e  l iv e s  to  be  te n  tim es tlie  annual v a lue  

o f th e  p roperty*  T h is  would obv iously  depend upon such th in g s  as th e  age* 

o f th e  l iv e s  p u t i n  th e  l e a s e s ,  end w hether th e re  was any co m p e titio n  f o r  

th e  tenancy* The e n try  f in e s  p a id  by  w illiam  C lay ton , John Gough, w illiam  

Hunt, and R obert More were each betv/een e ig h t  and te n  tim es th e  annual v a lu e , 

b u t  Thomas H odden's was l e s s  th an  s i x  tim es because  o f  h is  i n a b i l i t y  t o  pay, 

w h ile  o ld  w illia m  G osling p u t th r e e  new l iv e s  (n o t  in c lu d in g  h i s  own) i n  h is  

new le a s e  end was re q u ire d  t o  pay an e n try  f in e  tw enty tim es th e  annual v a lu e  

o f £5 t i ia t  had been ag reed  upon by th e  com m issioners i n  1638*

..s w e ll  as f ix in g  th e  new f i n e s ,  the  conm issionere  c a r e f u l ly  d e fin e d  th e  

s e rv ic e s  and  h e r io t s  t h a t  were due, end th e  covenants t h a t  were a g re ed  upon 

when a le a s e  was taken* i.s  th e s e  fo llow  a common form , d e t a i l s  w i l l  be tak e n  

from John L lo y d 's  l e a s e ,  f o r  99 y e a rs  de te rm in ab le  upon th ree  l i v e s ,  th a t  was 

s ig n e d  and s e a le d  on th e  9 th . ijay , I 64C* In  g ra n tin g  the  le a s e  (o f  a tenem ent 

i n  toîyddle) th e  lo r d  re se rv e d  a l l  r ig h ts  to  th e  t in b e r  end underwood on th e  

e s t a t e ,  w ith  a l l  th e  s to n e  ahd c o a l in  th e  ground beneath* He k ep t to  him

s e l f  th e  l i b e r t y  to  f i s h ,  fow l, hawk, h u n t, and to  c a r ry  away a l l  the  game»

and cou ld  "come upon th e  la n d  w ith  s e r v a n ts ,  c a r t s ,  h o rs e s ,  to  c u t ,  f e l l ,  e tc ,
84

d ig , and c a r ry  away th e  t r e e s ,  m ines, q u a r r ie s  end coals"*  Cn h is  p a r t ,

John  L loyd a g re e d  to  th e  fo llo w in g  term s: ____

63* Hopkins^ p .22*
64* The s p e l l in g  has been modernised* In  I 69I  \% illiam B ick ley  o f Brandwood 

v/as accu sed  o f  f e l l i r ig  an  oak t r e e  and s e l l i n g  th e  tim b er i n  Wem» Box 
14,  B ridgew ater C o l le c t io n , Shrewsbury*
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1 . t o  keep h is  p ro p e r ty  i n  r e p a i r  w ith  tlie  titx b e r  t h a t  was a llow ed  him#

2 . to  use  th e  compost t h a t  was made on h i s  prem ises only  upon th e  la n d

he was re n t in g .

3# n o t to  plough m eadws w ith o u t l ic e n c e ,  u n le s s  he was w i l l in g  t o  pay 

an  e x tra  5s# an  a c re  ren t#

4-# to  p la n t  and m a in ta in  f iv e  oak, a s h , o r  elm t r e e s  every  y e a r  in  

" th e  f i t t e s t  p la c e s " .

5# to  f in d  a man w ith  p ik e  and c o r s l e t  f o r  tiie  navy when th e  k ing  

demanded such s e rv ic e  o f  th e  lo rd .

6# i f  he f e l l  in to  tw enty days a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t ,  o r  r e fu s e d  to  pay o r  do

s e rv ic e  when re q u ir e d , o r  i f  he was w i l f u l ly  w a s te fu l o f  h is  la n d , o r

g ra n te d  o r exchanged h i s  la n d  w ith o u t l ic e n c e ,  o r  f a i l e d  to  pay th e  

r e s id u e  o f  th e  e n try  f in e  o r  th e  h e r i o t ,  o r  re fu s e d  to  g r in d  h is  co rn  

a t  th e  l o r d 's  m i l l ,  th en  th e  lo rd  was to  r e - e n te r  th e  p o sse ss io n .

7# th e  a n c ie n t  r i g h t s  o f  " f i r e  boot e ,  hedge boot e ,  plow boote end c a r te b o o te "  

were t o  ap p ly , b u t  th ey  cou ld  only  be  used  upon th e  p rem ises .

A few o th e r  p ro v iso e s  were added to  t h i s  l i s t  to  make ev ery th in g  p e r

f e c t ly  c l e a r ,  w ith o u t add ing  to  th e  su b s ta n c e  o f  th e  above term s.

L lo y d 's  h e r io t  was to  be  h is  b e s t  b e a s t  o r  good, and t h i s  was payab le  

upon th e  dea th  o f  every  te n a n t ,  w hether he was s o le ly  o r  j o i n t l y  i n  p o sse s s ig A  

F o r h is  s e r v ic e s ,  he ag reed  t o  p ro v id e  two f a t  capons i n  November, th re e  d ay s ' 

work w ith  a team when re q u ire d , a man f o r  th e  w ars, and t o  g r in d  a t  th e  l o r d 's  

m il l  ( i f  he had one) i n  Myddle# These r e s id u a l  feu d a l s e rv ic e s  and th e  

h e r io t  were conm utated in to  a money payment. F in a l ly ,  he ag re ed  to  pay £lO

L _
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r e n t  a t  Lady day, and a g a in  a t  M ichaelm as. His e n try  f in e  was f ix e d  a t  

£ 135* "£88. 13# .4 d* w hereof i s  payed: th e  rem ainder b e in g  ;;4 6 .6 s .8 d . to  be 

p a id  2 Feb. n e x t" . The l i v e s  on th e  le a s e  were th o se  o f  h i s  w ife , J a n e , 

Thomas, th e  son  o f  R ich ard  L loyd , and ^ l i o e ,  th e  daugh te r o f  R obert L loyd. 

His own l i f e  was n o t e n te re d .

beven d i f f e r e n t  p ie c e s  o f  p ro p e r ty  can be  examined i n  d e t a i l  f o r  th e  

p e rio d  1602-41, t o  show j u s t  how g r e a t  were th e  in c re a s e s  i n  th e  e n try  f in e s ,

■I
. j.'

■ -I.", '  M -
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The i n i t i a l  o f f e r s  o f  1637 produced a t o t a l  o f  f in e s  tw enty-one tim es 

h ig h e r  th a n  befo re*  There was h a rd ly  any resp o n se  t o  th e  l o r d 's  c e l l  f o r  

f u r th e r  o f f e r s  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r , b u t  th e s e  seven men f i n a l ly  ag reed  upon 

a f u r th e r  in c re a s e  o f  a b o u t 35 p e rc e n t. The f i n a l  s e t t le m e n t  produced a 

t h i r t y - f o l d  in c re a s e  on th e  f in e s  t h a t  were i n  e x is te n c e  a t  th e  beg in n in g  

o f  th e  c e n tu ry . I t  was a huge burden f o r  th e  te n a n ts  t o  b e a r .

These new f in e s  were p a id  o f f  d u rin g  th e  nex t few y e a r s ,  even though 

i t  was th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  C iv i l  K ars. But a lth o u g h  th e  te n a n ts  seemed t o  

have managed to  pay up on th i s  o ccas io n , th e  new le v e l  o f  f in e s  was n o t 

m ain ta in ed . No o th e r  com plete su rv ey  o f  th e  iranor was made ( o r  e x is ts )  

a f t e r  th e  m iddle o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , and th e re  was c e r t a in ly  no more 

l a r g e - s c a le  r e o rg a n is a t io n .  The ev idence  has to  be  tak en  from th e  c o l l e c t 

io n  o f le a s e s  t h a t  su rv iv e  f o r  th e  l a t e  se v e n te e n th  and e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu r ie s .  Only a few o f th e s e  can b e  compared w ith  a b s o lu te  c e r t a in ty

w ith  th e  ones fo r  th e  p e r io d  1637-41* inhere th ey  can be  compared, th e  new

le a s e s  were g ra n te d  a t  g r e a t ly  reduced  e n try  f in e s ,  though a t  a f ig u re  s t i l l  

much h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  o f  1602. F o r in s ta n c e .  Eagle Farm was l e t  to  Thomas 

Moore in  I 678 a t  th e  same r e n t  o f  £ l . 2 s . 0 d . , b u t  w ith  an  e n try  f in e  o f  £ 4 0 , 

compared w ith  th e  £150 t h a t  R obert More (no  r e la t io n )  had p a id  i n  I 64I ,  and

compared w ith  the  £4 * 1 5 s.4 d . e n try  f in e  t h a t  had been  p a id  i n  1602. Two

g e n e ra tio n s  l a t e r ,  i n  1735, i^*  L loyd  took  th e  Eagle Farm a t  £ l .2 s .0 d .  r e n t  

and  an e n try  f in e  o f  £ 50.

O ther case s  show a s im i la r  drop a f t e r  th e  sh a rp  in c re a s e s  o f  1637-41* 

John  Hughes had p a id  a 15 s. f in e  f o r  h i s  \yddlewood c o tta g e  i n  1602, 

jvbraham Hanmer o f fe re d  £6 f o r  i t  i n  1637 and 1638, end f i n a l l y  a g re ed  upon 

£ l2 .1 3 s .4 d . ,  b u t  when Thomas Hanmer took  o u t a new le a s e  f o r  l iv e s  i n  1736
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he p a id  an e n try  f in e  o f  on ly  £8# In  th e  same way, R ich a rd  L loyd p a id  a 

L6G.6s.8d* f in e  f o r  h is  le a s e  i n  I 64I ,  b u t  when i t  came up f o r  renew al in  

1684,  on ly  £12 was p a id  f o r  a new f in e .  In  I 7I 8 ,  Llr. H atk ins p a id  £75 fo r  

a f in e ,  w hereas R ichard  Grocxne had p a id  £320 f o r  the  same p ro p e r ty  i n  I 64I .  

a l l  the f in e s  a f t e r  th e  R e s to ra tio n  were on a much more modest le v e l  th an  

b e fo re . The lo r d  had been  d e s p e ra te ly  s h o r t  o f  money in  the  l a t e  l6 3 0 's  

and had t r i e d  to  so lv e  h is  problem  by c o l le c t in g  as  many f in e s  to g e th e r  a s  

he co u ld . B ut t h i s  meant t h a t  th i s  so u rc e  o f  income had d r ie d  up f o r  many 

y e a rs  to  come, and  even when th e  le a s e s  e v e n tu a lly  came up f o r  ren ew al, th e  

te n a n ts  sim ply  co u ld  n o t a f f o rd  to  keep paying  a t  such a h ig h  l e v e l .  F u tu re  

lo rd s  had to  low er t h e i r  demands.

At one p o in t du ring  th e  re ig n  o f  C harles I I ,  th e  E a r l  o f  B ridgew ater
85

re fu s e d  t o  s e t  any more le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s ,  and i n s i s t e d  upon 2 1 -y e a r  l e a s e s .  

However, the  o ld  system  soon came in to  u se  a g a in . I f  th e  te n a n ts  co u ld  n o t 

a f f o r d  a new f in e ,  then  th e y  had to ta k e  t h e i r  la n d  a t  an  an n u al r a c k - r e n t ,  

a s  w ith  w illiam  C lay ton  o f  th e  H o llin s . But w hatever th e  form  o f  h o ld in g , 

th e  te n a n ts  seem to  have been  se c u re  in  t h e i r  p o sse s s io n  and  i n  th e  r i g h t  o f 

th e  e ld e s t  son  to  su cceed . The te n a n ts  were a rem arkably  s t a b le  body 

th ro u g h o u t th e  l a t e - s ix t e e n th  and th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu r ie s ;  much more so  

th a n  th e  f r e e h o ld e r s .  (N ot on ly  was th e re  a c o n s id e ra b le  tu rn -o v e r  o f  th e  

f re e h o ld  la n d s , b u t d u rin g  th e  l a t e r  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  some

la r g e  tenem ents were s p l i t  up and s o ld  o f f  i n  sm all p ie c e s ,  th u s  in c re a s in g
86

th e  number o f  f re e h o ld e rs  in  th e  p a r i s h .)  There seems to  have been  no

c a se  where the  lo rd  tu rn e d  a man o f f  h i s  le n d  o r  re fu s e d  him th e  chance

85. Gough, p .76.
86 . Gough, p .23.
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t o  renew h i s  l e a s e ,  and , on th e  w hole, the  f re e h o ld e rs  seem to  have been 

a s  t o l e r a n t  w ith  t h e i r  te n a n ts .  Gough m enti (ms two te n a n ts  who were 

e je c te d  from S leep  h a l l  by th e  Maynwarings f o r  b e in g  b ad  farm ers and  i n  

a r r e a r s  w ith  th e  r e n t ,  and a ls o  w r i te s  t h a t  V ic a r  G i t t i n s ,  "beeing  inform ed 

t i i a t  t h i s  Lowell had some p h a n a t ic a l l  o p in io n s , would n o t adm it him to  bee
87

h i s  te n a n t" .  (The same v ic a r  a llow ed  a fu tu re  te n a n t to  farm  th e  tenem ent 

r e n t  f r e e  because  he was so  poor)» The term s by whioh th e  f re e h o ld e rs  l e t  

t h e i r  la n d  were e q u a lly  v a r ie d , w ith  le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s ,  f o r  21 y e a rs , f o r  3 

y e a r s ,  o r  te n u re  by ra c k  r e n t .

The system  o f  h o ld in g  le a s e s  f o r  l iv e s  began to  d is a p p e a r  i n  S h ro p sh ire

d u rin g  th e  second  h a l f  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , so  t h a t  i n  18C7, Llym ley
88

co u ld  w r i te ,  "L eases f o r  l i v e s ,  o r  f o r  a s in g le  l i f e ,  w ere more ccmmon 

th a n  they  a re  now", and le a s e s  f o r  7# 14, o r  21 y e a rs  had la r g e ly  tak en  

t h e i r  p la c e . a h  o b se rv e r  in  1841 w ro te , "The farm ers a r e  g e n e ra lly  te n a n ts  

a t  w i l l ,  w ith  s i x  months n o t ic e  on e i t h e r  s id e ;  b u t  th e re  i s  th a t  good under

s ta n d in g  betw een la n d lo rd  and te n a n t t h a t  l i t t l e  inconven ience  a r i s e s  frcxn
89

th e  absence  o f  l e a s e s " .  D e sp ite  th e  s t r u g g le  over e n try  f in e s ,  t h a t  good 

u n d e rs tan d in g  was a ls o  e v id e n t i n  Myddle du ring  th e  s ix te e n th  and se v en te en th  

c e n tu r ie s .

87 . Gough, p .50 , 51, 53.
88 . Llym ley. op. c i t . ,  p . 135*
89. T .O .K ard, On th e  M edical Topography o f  bhrew sburv and  i t s  

i\ eighbourfaoooL Vi o re  es t e r ,  1841. p . 54#



128.

90
(v i)  The B u ild in g s

ih e re  a r e  a t  l e a s t  n in e  b u ild in g s  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  i n  th e  p a r is h  o f 

ifiyddle t h a t  d a te  back i n  p a r t  to  th e  p e r io d  o f th e  G rea t R ebu ild ing  o f  th e  

l a t e - s ix t e e n th  and th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  though none appear, to  have s u r 

v ived  from m edieval t im e s . The woodland county  o f  S h ro p sh ire  i s  r i c h  i n  

tim ber-fram ed  b u i ld in g s ,  and though th e re  a r e  some e a r l i e r  examples in  the 

towns and some l a t e r  ones in  th e  c o u n try s id e , th e  b u lk  o f  them a re  d a te a b le  

betw een c .1570  and 1700.

The tow n-houses o f  t h i s  p e rio d  in  Shrewsbury a r e  amongst th e  v e ry  b e s t  

exai^ples in  B r i ta in .  T h a t th e  c o u n try s id e  was p ro sperous to o  i s  e v id e n t 

from th e  numerous farm houses and c o tta g e s  t h a t  s u rv iv e . But d a tin g  th e se  

b u ild in g s  i s  oon$»lloated by l a t e r  t im b e r-e x te n s io n s  and by th e  amount o f  r e 

b u ild in g  i n  b r ic k  and a to n e  th a t  w ent on du ring  th e  l a  t e - e ig h te e n th  and the  

n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .  %hen s to n e  was u sed  in  th i s  second p e rio d  o f  r e b u i ld 

in g , i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  o ld  tim b er-fram es  t h a t  th e y  re p la c e d  were e n t i r e l y  

d e s tro y e d , f o r  th e  huge b lo ck s o f  new re d  sandstone  from G r in s h i l l  and  Harmer 

H i l l  made c a s in g  a tim b er frame n o t on ly  d i f f i c u l t  b u t  un n ecessa ry . The 

a to n e  houses o f today  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  to  be masking an  e a r l i e r  tim b er-fram e .

N early  a l l  th e  tim bered  houses t h a t  do s u rv iv e  i n  n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  have 

been  i n f i l l e d  w ith  b r ic k  a t  some l a t e r  s ta g e  (p rcb a b ly  du ring  th e  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu ry ; ,  and most ro o fs  have been  re -c o v e re d  w ith  tte lsh  s l a t e s  o r w ith  t i l e s .  

r. modern p r a c t ic e  i s  to  p a in t  th e  b r ic k s  w h ite  and to  ex tend  th e  l in e s  o f  the

90 . I  would l ik e  to  acknowledge th e  g r e a t  h e lp  I  have re c e iv e d  from  my 
c o lle a g u e , M ichael L a ith w a ite , who su rveyed  'T he O aks' and 'The 
T an-H ouse',  and made s e v e ra l  u s e fu l  g e n e ra l o b se rv a tio n s .
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tim bers w ith  b is  ok p e in t so  as to  g ive  th e  house e more sy m n e trics l appear*

anoe where th e re  have been l a t e r  extensions*

lio rth  S hropsh ire  l i e s  in  an  in te rm e d ia te  a rea  between th e  Highland and

Lowland zones, and so  h y b rid  forms o f b u ild in g  a re  l ik e ly  to  be cmmon# At

th e  tim e of th e  U reat R ebuilding o f c* 1370*1700 the econony was based upon

p a s to ra l-fa rm in g , whereas in  th e  second phase over two hundred years l a t e r

th e re  was much more enophasis upon a ra b le  farm ing. However, as fb r  a s  can be

seen from th e  su rv iv in g  exauples, th e re  was no g re a t  s p e c ia l i s a t io n  o f house*

ty p es , though perhaps out-houses and secondaly  b u ild in g s  have more r e a d i ly

disappeared* A tc h e r le y 's  long b am  a t  Marton (which was p a r t ly  dem olished in

O ctober, 1970) was la rg e  enough to  have housed anim als as  w e ll a s  g ra in  and

hay, b u t th e re  a re  no d i s t in c t  p a s to ra l  farm house-types such as th e  long-house

o f V ales o r  th e  la ith e -h o u se  o f  th e  Pezmines*

borne o f  the  la rg e r  n o rth  S h ropsh ire  houses o f the  p e rio d  o f  th e  S re a t

R ebuild ing  were b u i l t  o f  G r in s h i l l  sandstone , b u t th e  farmhouses a re  t in k e r -

framed in  the  sq u a re -p a n e llin g  t r a d i t io n  o f th e  e s t  Midlands* There a re  no

crucks i n  i^/ddle and none o f  th e  c lo se -s tu d d in g  th a t  was fash io n ab le  in  the

towns o r  in  the  farmhouses o f ttie  east*  The b a re  tim bers in  one gab le  of
91

th e  j^^ddlewood c o tta g e , now concealed by a le a n - to  c o n s tru c ted  in  th e  l a t e -

e ig h teen th  o r  e a r ly -n in e te e n th  cen tu ry , su g g est t h a t  th e  darkening o f the

exposed tim bers w s  a l a t e r  p rac tice*  iresum ably, th e  frames were o r ig in a l ly

f i l l e d  in  w ith  w attle -an d -d au b , though th i s  has now been  rep laced  w ith  brick*

M either Gough nor azy o th e r  source mentiozis the  use o f  b r ic k  during the

se v en teen th -cen tu ry , and so i t  i s  u n lik e ly  t h a t  th is  type o f in - f i l l i z ig  was 

91* How named 'The Oaks* -  see  below*
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u se d  in  hjyddle b e fo re  th e  e ig h te e n th  century* b r ic k  ch im ney -stacks were 

p o s s ib ly  e q u a lly  l a t e  in  re p la c in g  tim b er ones* T hatch  i s  s t i l l  u sed  a s  th e  

ro o f in g  m a te r ia l  a t  th e  Tan House in  Iviarton and a t  th e  two c o tta g e s  i n  

b a ld e r to n ,  b u t most ro o fs  a re  now covered  w ith  k e ls h  s l a t e s ,  o r  o c c a s io n a l ly ,  

t i l e s *  ^11 n in e  b u ild in g s  have been c o n s id e ra b ly  a l t e r e d  s in c e  tliey  were 

f i i ^ t  p u t up, b u t  t h e i r  o r ig in a l  tim b e r frames s u rv iv e  to  dem onstra te  t h e i r  

age*

The house t h a t  i s  p o ss ib ly  th e  o ld e s t  in  tiie  p a r is h  i s  a l s o  one o f  th e

la rg e s t*  The b a id e r to n  H a ll o f  today  has a V ic to r ia n  a i r  a b o u t i t ,  w ith  i t s

o rn a te  chim neys, i t s  iv y , end i t s  s o l i d  sandstone  w a lls  th a t  en c lo se  th e

grounds ar^d p re se rv e  i t s  sec lu s io n *  b u t e s s e n t ia l l y  i t  i s  an  E liz a b e th a n

h a l l ,  b u i l t  in  th e  13 7 0 's  o r  'S C 's  by w illia m  H ic h o la s , th e  r i c h e s t  man in
92

th e  p a rish *  a cc o rd in g  to  Gough, "W illiam  K icho las b u i l t  most p a r t  o f  

b a id e r to n  h a l l  -  viz* a l l  ex cep t t h a t  c ro s se  b u i ld in g ,  c a l le d  th e  k i tc h e n  

end". I t  came e a r ly  in  th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  G reat R e b u ild in g  and i s  in  th e  

m edieval t r a d i t i o n  w ith  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  f la n k e d  on each s id e  by  tw o -s to rey ed
93

c ro s s  wings which a r e  ro o fed  s e p a ra te ly  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  t o  th e  h a l l  range*

I t  has th e  o f f - c e n t r e  e n try  th a t  i s  ty p ic a l  o f b o th  th e  m edieval h a l l  and i t s  

E liz a b e th a n  successo r*  The t in b e r s  i n  one o f th e  c ro s s  w ings a re  o f  a d i f f 

e re n t  s t y l e  from th e  o th e r ,  su g g e s tin g  th a t  the  house o r ig in a l ly  c o n s is te d  o f

a h a l l  w ith  j u s t  one c ro s s  w ing, w ith  th e  o th e r  added  on n o t  much la te r*  This

would t a l l y  w ith  Gough's account* b a id e r to n  H a ll i s  s t i l l  th e  f i n e s t  o f  th e

l a r g e r  houses in  tiie  parish*  The otlr^er g e n tiy  farm houses o f  t h i s  p e r io d  have 

92* Gough, p*140*
93* C la s s i f i c a t io n  V#C 10-19, P*M* Eden, Sm ell Houses i n  England* 1320- 

1820* ,\^London, 1969*

1^,
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been  re p la c e d  by  l a  t e - n in e te e n th  o r  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  ones, l i k e  th e  over

b e a r in g  su c c e sso r  t o  Thomas A tc h e r le y 's  s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  ÎÆarton H a ll .

The l in k s  w ith  th e  m edieval t r a d i t i o n  a re  obvious a t  B a id e rto n  h a l l ,  b u t

th e  o th e r  faiW iouses o f  th e  p e r io d  a re  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  analyse#  J u s t

down th e  la n e  from B a id e rto n  H a ll i s  one o f th e  f re e h o ld  tenem ents t h a t  was

en g ro ssed  in to  th e  H a ll e s t a t e  ab o u t th e  m iddle o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tury#

I t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  sa y  which o f  thiese tenem ents i t  was# The b u i ld in g  has

been c o n s id e ra b ly  ex tended  and now c o n s is ts  o f two c o t ta g e s ,  one o f  w hich i s

e n te re d  from w hat was p o s s ib ly  th e  o r ig in a l  door a t  th e  f r o n t ,  and one from

th e  beck# The s iz e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  house i s  su g g e s te d  by th e  p resen ce  o f
c e n tre

h e a v ie r  and more ro b u s t  tim bers i n  the^ and i n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  house f u r t h e s t  

from th e  lane# The e x te n s io n  a t  th e  s id e  n e a r  th e  la n e  i s  p a n e lle d  w ith  

s m a lle r  tim b e rs  and has b la c k  l in e s  p a in te d  over th e  b rickw ork  t o  s im u la te  

f u r th e r  p a n e llin g #  The ro o f  i s  th a tc h e d  end q u i t e f s te e p ly  p i tc h e d ,  b u t  

th e r e  have been  so  many a l t e r a t i o n s  to  t h i s  b u i ld in g  th a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  

c l a s s i f y  i t#

A s im i la r  house s ta n d s  j u s t  t o  th e  w est o f  llyddle ch u rch y ard , by  th e  

l e f t - h a n d  s id e  o f  th e  road  le a d in g  to  iviarton# The demesne map o f  I 650 

su g g e s ts  th a t  t h i s  was a ha If- te n e m e n t t h a t  be longed  to  th e  lo r d  and which 

was r e n te d  ou t to  th e  T y le rs  d u rin g  the  s ix te e n th  and  e a r ly -s e v e n te e n th  

c e n tu r ie s ,  and th e n  by th e  B ierce  fam ily  d u rin g  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  cen tu ry#  Both 

o f  th e s e  fa m ilie s  w ere f a r m e r - t a i lo r s , T h e ir  house has been c o n s id e ra b ly  

a l t e r e d  and i s  now d iv id e d  in to  two co ttag es#  A gain , the s iz e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  

b u i ld in g  i s  su g g e s te d  by th e  l a r g e r  o f th e  tim b e rs , and i t  i s  obvious t h a t  i t
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has been ex tended  b o th  i n  le n g th  and in  heigh t#  Only th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  two 

s to r e y s  i s  tim b e r-fra m e d , thougli r e c e n t  paintw ork has been  c le v e r ly  employed 

to  su g g e s t s q u a re -p a n e l l in g  a l l  a lo n g  th e  fron t#  The c e n t r a l  chimney may w e ll  

b e  i n  th e  o r ig in a l  p o s i t io n ,  b u t  th e  upper s to r e y ,  th e  ro o f ,  and two o th e r  

chimneys a re  a l l  l a t e r  a d d itio n s#  Even so , i t  i s  s t i l l  b a s i c a l ly  a f a m r  

house o f th e  l a t e - s ix t e e n t h  o r  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .

The "Red L ion" p re s e n ts  a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  problem s# Judg ing  by i t s  

p o s i t io n ,  i t  seems to  belong  to  th e  o ld  Eagle Farm, whioh was re p la c e d  du rin g  

th e  changes o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  end e a r ly -n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  by th e  p re s e n t  

iv lfo rd  Farm. The farm  g o t i t s  name from i t s  r o le  a s  th e  v i l l a g e  in n ,  f o r  

i t  o r ig in a l ly  d is p la y e d  th e  o o a t-o f-a rm s o f the  L ords S tra n g e  and was th u s 

c a l l e d  "The E agle and C h ild " . D uring th e  la te -a e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , a f t e r  a 

change o f lo r d ,  th e  name was a l t e r e d  to  "The E arl o f  B rid g e w a te r 's  Arms"# a  

new farm house had been  e re c te d  by R ich a rd  G it t i n s  I I I  sometime du ring  the  

c lo s in g  decades o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , fo r  a cc o rd in g  to  a n o te  a t ta c h e d  to  

th e  su rv ey  o f  1638, he "b u ild e d  th e  house anew and bough t th e  Tynber a t  a 

woods s a le  in  kyddlewood"# The p re s e n t  "Red Lion" i s  s ta n d in g  on la n d  th a t  

a p p a re n tly  once b e longed  to  th e  Eagle Farm. I t  i s  a v e ry  lo n g , tw o -s to rey e d  

b u i ld in g ,  w ith  a modern im i ta t io n  o f  a tim ber t r u s s  in  th e  g a b le -en d  fa c in g  

th e  s t r e e t .  I t  has a t io b e r - f ra m e  in  th e  s q u a re -p a n e l l in g  t r a d i t i o n  (16 x 

4  p a n e ls  i n  le n g th ,  and  6 x 2 [ o r ig in a l ly  4  f j  i n  b r e a d th ) , and i s  now in 

f i l l e d  w ith  b r ic k s  o f  a very  p le a s a n t  te x tu r e .  The main problem  w ith  t h i s  

b u i ld in g  i s  t h a t  th e re  i s  no a p p a re n t opening o th e r  th a n  th e  p re s e n t door, 

w hich i s  u n c h a r a c te r i s t i c a l ly  r i g h t  a t  th e  f a r  end a t  th e  f r o n t .  The r e a r  

s id e  canno t now be  se e n  as th e  v i l l a g e  schoo l has been  b u i l t  r i g h t  up t o  i t .
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b u t  th e  p la c in g  o f  th e  chimney a t  t h i s  s id e  confirm s t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  

o r ig in a l  rea r#  The absence o f  a c e n t r a l  door a t  th e  f r o n t ,  and th e  whole 

g e n e ra l  appearance  o f  th e  b u i ld in g , su g g e s ts  th a t  i t  was p ro b ab ly  o r i g in a l l y  

u sed  a s  a b a m  r a th e r  th a n  a farm house. Hot many m ile s  away a t  Shawbury 

th e r e  i s  a b a m  a t ta c h e d  to  a modem farm house t h a t  i s  rem arkably  s i m i l a r  in  

a p p ea ra n c e , w ith  th e  same p ro p o rtio n s  end the  same s t y l e  o f  tim b e rin g  and  i n 

f i l l i n g .  In s id e  th e  "Red L ion" th e re  i s  no th in g  to  su g g e s t  t h a t  i t  was once 

an  o ld  farm house; th e  modem rooms a re  c le a r ly  n o t th e  o r ig in a l  d iv is io n s .

<̂ 8 a h y p o th e s is  th e n , i t  may be su g g ested  th a t  th e  "Red L ion" was o r ig in a l ly  

th e  b a rn  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  P eg le  Farm.

A no ther b a m  w ith  sq u a re -p a n e l l in g  and b r i c k - i n f i l l i n g  su rv iv e s  a t  one 

o f  th e  form er brandwood tenem ents th a t  i s  now known a s  B u rl to n  Lane Farm. 

Three s m a lle r  houses can a ls o  be  d a ted  in  p a r t  to  th e  p e r io d  o f thie G rea t 

R e b u ild in g , and a n o th e r  sm a ll one l i e s  im m ediately  a c ro s s  th e  p a r ia h  boundary 

a t  A ld e rto n . The house th a t  s ta n d s  in  l a r to n  on th e  r ig h t-h a n d  s id e  o f  

.vyddlewood nane a s  one comes f ro n  x^ddle was c o n s id e ra b ly  a l t e r e d  d u rin g  th e  

autumn o f  197G. I t  c o n s is te d  o f  two rooms below and two g a r r e t s  ab o v e , and 

has th e  u su a l 'b lac k -an d -w h ite *  appearance w ith  s q u a re -p a n e l l in g  and p a in te d  

b r ic k s .  I t  b e longed  to  th e  A tc h e rley s  du ring  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t  

i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  i d e n t i f y  which o f t h e i r  tenem ents i t  was.

The A tc h e rle y s  owned a n o th e r  house in  M erton which s ta n d s  a t t r a c t i v e l y  

i n  i t s  g a rd en  a t  th e  top  o f  th e  bank t h a t  s lo p e s  down to  th e  Old P liU  b ro c k ,

th e  p a r is h  boundary s tre am . I t  i s  s t i l l  known a s  th e  Tan-house and be longed
94

to  th e  owners o f  i la r to n  H a ll u n t i l  1934. According to  Gough, Thanas 

94* Gough, p .4 9 .
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A tc h e r le y , th e  ten n e r-g en tlem en  o f  Àlerton H a ll ,  " b u i l t  a ta n -h o u se , which 

i s  now s ta n d in g  by th e  o ld  m il l  b ro o k e" . The À tc h e r le y s  came t o  Miarton 

r i g h t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry , and th e  Tan-House can  be 

p la c e d  in  th e  f i r s t  th re e  decades o f  t h a t  century* The e x te r io r  w a lls  a r e  

o f  a h ig h -q u a l i ty  tim ber-fram ing  on a su p e r io r- lo o k in g  san d sto n e  p l in t h ,  

and , i n t e r n a l l y ,  th e  house i s  now o f  th e  u su a l th r e e - p a r t  p la n , w ith  p a r lo u r  

and s e rv ic e  ends, and a c e n t r a l  h a l l  w ith  a l a t e r a l  chimney s ta c k  i n  th e  r e a r

w all#  I t  i s  th e  most charming house i n  th e  p a rish #

i3u t  th e  i n t e r n a l  arrangem ents su g g est th a t  th e  p re se n t rooms a r e  n o t 

contem porary w ith  th e  s h e l l  o f  th e  b u ild in g . The c e i l in g s  o f  th e  ground 

f lo o r  'h e l l*  end 's e r v i c e ' rooms have v e ry  th in  cham fered j o i s t s  ( th o s e  in  

th e  'p a r lo u r ' a r e  covered  i n ) ,  which i n  a w e ll- t im b e re d  coun ty  l i k e  S h ro p sh ire  

would su g g est a somewhat l a t e r  d a te  th an  th e  one t h a t  has been  su g g e s te d  f o r  

th e  s h e l l .  T h is  i s  n o t  an  a b s o lu te  g u id e , b u t i t  r a i s e s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

th a t  th e  upper f lo o r s  a re  a l a t e r  in s e r t io n .  The ch im ney-stack  i n  th e  'h a l l '  

i s  o f  b r ic k  c o n s tru c t io n  end i s  u n l ik e ly  to  be e a r l i e r  th an  th e  v e ry  l a t e -

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , i f  n o t th e  e ig h te e n th . There i s  a l s o  a b r i c k  a n g le -

8 ta  ok in  th e  'p a r lo u r '  which i s  a l a t e r  in s e r t io n ,  a s  i s  shown by  th e  d isu se d  

p e g -h o le s  i n  th e  o u te r  Ibce o f  th e  r e a r  w a ll .  The tim ber-fram ed  p a r t i t i o n  

betw een th e  ' h a l l '  end the  'p a r lo u r*  i s  b u i l t  up a g a in s t  t h i s  s t a c k ,  and n o t 

c u t  away to  accommodate i t ,  a s  th e  la c k  of p e g -h o le s  d em o n s tra te s . a 11 t h i s  ' 

le a d s  to  a s tro n g  presum ption  t h a t  the  in te r n a l  p a r t i t i o n s  end f l o o r s ,  and 

th e  ch im n ey -s tack s , were i n s e r te d  in  tlie  v e ry  la  t e - a  ev en teen th  o r  th e  eightM Hra 

c e n tu ry . T here a r e  no s ig n s  o f  any p rev ious d iv is io n s ,  and one i s  l e d  to  

wonder from th e  name and from Gough's account w hetlier i t  was o r i g in a l l y  b u i l t  

a s  a tan n e ry  o r  a s to ra g e  b u i ld in g ,  w ith  perhaps some accommodation f o r  th e
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s e rv a n ts  who worked th ere#  The ^ .tc h e r le y s  w ere th e  r i c h e s t  fam ily  i n  the  

p a r ia h  du rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  and co u ld  w e ll  have a f fo rd e d  a h ig h - 

c la s s  b u ild in g  o f  t h i s  kind#

The rem ain ing  b u ild in g  from the  p e rio d  c# 1570-1700 i s  o f  unu su a l i n t e r 

est#  how named ”Bie Oaks", i t  can be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  a l a b o u r e r 's  c o tta g e

o f  th e  l a t e r s ix t e e n th  c e n tu ry , th a t  belonged  i n  I 70I  to  th e  Hanmers, a la b o u r-
95

in g  fam ily  o f  long  s ta n d in g  i n  th e  parish#  a cc o rd in g  to  Gough, th e  c o tta g e  

s to o d  " a t  th e  so u th  s id e  o f  xviyddle wood, betw eene th e  end o f  th e  la n e  th a t  

goes from Myddle wood to  Fennim ere, and  th e  end o f  th e  Lynch Lane"# W ith 

such  a p re c is e  d e s c r ip t io n ,  th e r e  can be no m is ta k in g  th e  id e n t i f ic a t io n #

I t  was o r i g in a l l y  re n te d  by John Hughes, a la b o u re r  who may have been a 

younger son  o f  a Has to n  farm er# John and  h i s  f i r s t  w ife , H elen , had th re e  

c h i ld re n  b o m  i n  % d d le  betw een I 564 and 1571, b u t  on ly  John  Hughes I I  (b o rn  

1571) su rv iv e d  infancy# By h i s  second w ife , lioatilde o r  Laud, John had two 

more c h i ld re n  i n  1593,  b u t  th e y , to o , d ied  young# ü t  a l l  th e  b a p tism s, he 

was d e sc r ib e d  as o f  % d d le ,  la b o u re r ,  b u t  when he d ie d  i n  I 6IG he was more 

p r e c is e ly  d e fin e d  a s  b e in g  o f  Myddlewood. The c o t ta g e  was n o t  m entioned i n  

th e  su rv ey  o f  I 563, b u t  in  1538 John  Hughes was r e n t in g  a c o tta g e  a t  12d# p e r  

annum# The su rv e y  o f  16C2 d e s c r ib e s  i t  a s  a c o tta g e  o r  garden  i n  h u d d le , 

h e ld  f o r  th r e e  l i v e s ,  w ith  a r e n t  o f  12d# end an  e n t iy  f in e  o f  15s# The l iv e s  

i n  the le a s e  w ere th o se  o f  Jo h n , Maud, and John Hughes II#  T his su rv ey  a ls o  

had  a n o te  added to  i t  to  say  t h a t  i n  I 64I  iibraham Hanmer was h o ld in g  th e  

lea se#

95# Gough, p#l60#
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a  r e n t a l  o f  I 617 shows t h a t  John H u ^ es  I I  had added a sm a ll p ie c e  o f

w a ste  la n d  to  th e  g a rd en , so  t h a t  th e  r e n t  was now n o ted  a s  12d# + 4d# T his

John m ust have d ie d  b e fo re  he was a b le  to  m arry , f o r  i n  I 634 M atilda  (Mau4)

Hughes was pay ing  th e  ren t#  She d ie d  a t  i^ddlew ood on th e  22nd Ju n e , 1633,
96

and th e  c o tta g e  became vacant# Gough says t h a t  i^braham Hanmer i n h e r i t e d  

th e  c o tta g e  by m arry ing  K a th erin e  Emry, b u t  th e  an ry s l iv e d  a c ro s s  th e  p a r is h  

boundary i n  Fen im ere, and th e  î/ÿddle p e r is h  r e g i s t e r s  f o r  I 636 show th a t  

itb raham 's w ife  was c a l le d  Martha# But w hatever th e  manner o f  in h e r i ta n c e ,  

abraham  Hanmer was th e re  in  1637, when th e  su rv e y  re c o rd s  him a s  h o ld in g  a 

c o tta g e  and a g a rd en  abou t an  a c re  i n  s iz e  a t  th e  annual r e n t  o f  I6d# The 

com m issioners n o ted  th a t  a "R ich ard  Hughies was c o m p e tito r  [ f o r  a l e a s e ^  ,  who ii 

s a t i s f ie d " #  The Hanmers c o n tin u ed  to  h o ld  th e  c o tta g e  f o r  the  r e s t  o f  th e  

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t  by th e  tim e o f  the  1838 T ith e  Award, Thomas B ark ley  

( o r  B e rk e ley ), th e  a n c e s to r  o f  th e  p re s e n t ow ners, was th e  tenan t#

i^rom a n  exam ination  o f  th e  e x is t in g  s t r u c tu r e  i t  would seem t h a t  th e  

p re s e n t  b u i ld in g  i s  tw ice th e  s iz e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  one# The o r ig in a l  p a r t  

n e a r e s t  th e  la n e  c o n s is te d  o f  j u s t  one g ro u n (i-f lo o r room, p o s s ib ly  open to  

th e  r a f te r s #  The upper f lo o r  i s  oddly r e l a t e d  t o  th e  framework and may be 

assum ed to  b e  a l a t e r  in s e r t io n ,  b u t th e  c o n s tru c t io n  i s  a t  th e  moment h id d en  

from view and one canno t be c e r ta in #  The c e i l i n g  o f  th e  g ro u n d -f lo o r  room i s  

o f s u p e r io r  q u a l i t y ,  w ith  cham fered and s to p p ed  j o i s t s ,  and th e  o u ts id e  w a lls  

a r e  v e ry  s t ro n g ly  c o n s tru c te d  w ith  tim bers t h a t  a r e  te n  in ch es  wide#

This o r ig in a l  c o tta g e  was ex tended  on th e  s id e  f u r th e s t  from th e  la n e  so

3 6 # Gough, p#l6l«
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as  to  form a second (sm a lle r)  g ro u n d rf lo o r  room* The p re se n t upper f lo o r  

i s  l a te - n in e te e n th  o r  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  i n  c o n s tru c t io n ,  end i t  presum ably 

re p la c e d  an i n f e r i o r  one# w hether t h i s  room was o r ig in a l ly  o f  one o r  two 

s to re y s  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  say# The o u te r  w a lls  a re  o f  l i g h t e r  con

s t r u c t i o n  than  th e  o th e r  room, w ith  th e  th ic k e s t  tim b e r b e in g  an e ig h t- in c h  

wide s tu d  i n  th e  gsble# There can  be no doubt t h a t  th e  p re s e n t  c o tta g e  was 

b u i l t  i n  two p a r t s ,  f o r  th e  w a l l - p la te  i s  jo in te d  j u s t  where th e  o ld e r  and 

newer p a r t s  m eet, im m ediately  to  th e  l e f t  o f  th e  door# However, b o th  p a r t s  

a r e  c e r t a in ly  d a te a b le  betw een c# 137^-1700, and th e  whole b u i ld in g  i s  b a s i 

c a l ly  th e  lab o u re rs*  c o tta g e  a s  th e  Hanmers would have known i t#  I t  i s  far  

from b e in g  th e  hovel t h a t  la b o u r e r s ' c o tta g e s  som etim es w ere, and  was s k i l 

f u l ly  c o n s tru c te d  by a craftsm an# The fam ily  was s a f e ly  above th e  p o v e rty  

l in e  w ith  one h e a r th  tax e d  i n  1672, b u t th e y  w ere alw ays o f  la b o u rin g  ra n k , 

even i f  th ey  were amongst th e  m ost s u b s ta n t ia l  o f  t h i s  c la ss#

The ch im ney-stack  h as been in s e r te d  in to  t h i s  b u i ld in g ,  f o r  th e  cham fered 

J o i s t s  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  g ro u n d -f lo o r  room have been c u t  to  make way f o r  i t#

Die s ta c k  i s  o f  s to n e  a t  g ro u n d -f lo o r  l e v e l ,  w ith  wooden l i n t e l s  to  th e  f i r e 

p la c e s , and  b r ic k  above# I f  th e  c o tta g e  was a lre a d y  o f  two s to re y s  when t h i s  

took  p la c e , i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th e  f i r e  had p re v io u s ly  been i n  an  open- 

h earth#  ie rh a p s  a wooden chimney on th e  s to n e  b ase  had been u se d , b u t  i t  i s
97

in c e s s ib le  to  say , and even s o ,  i t  would s t i l l  seem to  have been  in s e r t io n #

b r ic k  was u n l ik e ly  t o  have been  used  b e fo re  th e  end o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry ,

and so  b o th  th e  p re s e n t  chimney and  th e  b r ic k  xu>gging betw een th e  l a t h s  a re

p ro b ab ly  d a te a b le  t o  th e  e ig h te e n th  century# The l e s n - t o 's  a t  th e  back  an d  
97* A p o in t  o f  some i n t e r e s t  i s  t h a t  th e  s ta c k  was in s e r te d  i n  such  a p o s i t io n  

a s  to  c r e a te  a 'b a f f l e  e n t r y ' p la n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  Lowland Zone#
T his i s  n o t  unknown i n  o th e r  a r e a s ,  b u t  i s  unusual#
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th e  s id e s  w ere th e  l e s t  p a r t s  to  be added#

I t  m ust n o t be th o u g h t th a t  a l l  o r  even th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  la b o u re rs

l iv e d  i n  such ccW ort#  E l l i s  Hanm er's o r ig in a l  c o t ta g e  o f  1381 was on ly  o f  
98

one b ay , w h ile  a n o th e r  la b o u re r ,  Thomas Chidlow, l iv e d  i n  a house a t  th e  

s id e  o f  D iv l in  L ane, which was only  "a poore p i t i f u l l  h u t t ,  b u i l t  up to  an
99

o ld  oake” u n t i l  w e ll  i n to  th e  se v e n te e n th  century#  "Soundsey" Evan Jo n e s ,

a w elsh la b o u re r ,  a ls o  l iv e d  fo r  a w h ile  i n  a l i t t l e  h u t  i n  it^ddlewood, b u t

" t h i s  l y t l e  h u t t  was a fte rw a rd s  b u rn t ,  and having  a c o l l e c t io n  made i n  th e
100

p a r is h  and neighbourhood hee  b u i l t  a p r e t t y  good house"# Two o th e r  la b o u rih g

f a m i l ie s ,  th e  F ardos and l a t e r  W illiam  I r e e c e ,  w ent to  th e  e x tre m ity  o f  l iv in g

in  a cave a t  th e  Lÿddle end o f  Harmer H i l l ,  n ea r Lower W ebscott# "T h is cave

was fo rm erly  a h o le  in  th e  ro c k , and was c a l le d  th e  G oblin  H ole, and a f te rw a rd s
101

was irjade in to  a h a b i t a t io n ,  and a s to n e  chimney b u i l t  up to  i t  by one Fardo"#

S tone  and tim bered  chimneys were p o s s ib ly  w idely  u sed  b e fo re  th e  age o f  b rick #  
102

enough m entions a poor w eaver who l iv e d  i n  a l i t t l e  house i n  Hew to n  t h a t  had 

no chim ney, b u t  th is  house was r e b u i l t  during  th e  la  te -s e v e n te e n th  cen tury#

The f b c t  t h a t  Gough f in d s  th e  la c k  o f  a chimney w orthy  o f  rem ark, su g g e s ts  t h a t  

m ost houses had one by  th e  m iddle o f th e  se v e n te e n th  century#

The docum entary ev idence  t h a t  su rv iv e s  does n o t add  a g r e a t  d e a l to  th e  

v i s u a l  record#  One so u rce  t h a t  h i s to r ia n s  have found to  be ex trem ely  u s e fu l  

i n  r e c o n s tru c t in g  re g io n a l  b u i ld in g  p lan s  i s  th e  la r g e  c o l le c t io n  o f  p ro b a te

in v e n to r ie s#  But i n  Mÿddle th e y  a re  d is a p p o in tin g  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  and  o n ly  
98# Box 3k3$ B ridgew ater C o l le c t io n ,  Shrewsbury#
99* Gough, p*139* 
llX)# Gouf^, p# l62 . 
loi# Gough, p # ll#  
102# Gough, p#133*
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g iv e  8 few d e t a i l s  a b o u t th e  number o f  rooms. The o n ly  in v e n to ry  to  c o n ta in  

any  in fo rm a tio n  from b e fo re  th e  p e r io d  o f the  G re a t R eb u ild in g  i s  t h a t  o f  

W illiam  Form ston o f  Mar to n  (1 3 6 3 ), who seems to  have had  a l l  h i s  p e rso n a l 

goods i n  " th e  h au sse  and cham ber". Such a one-room ed house , chanbered  o v e r, 

co u ld  w e ll have been  th e  norm f o r  th e  tenem ent-farm ers o f  t h a t  tim e , b u t  one 

s c ra p  o f  in fo rm a tio n  i s  no p ro p e r  guide in  th is  m atter*

The f i r s t  in v e n to ry  to  l i s t  rooms i s  t h a t  o f  George l i c k s  took o f  H oul- 

8to n ,  husbandman (1 6 3 6 ), who had a s i n ^ e  house , w ith  two rooms u p s ta i r s  

and two d o w n s ta irs , end w ith  an  ou thouse, s t a b le ,  and b a rn . The l iv in g  ro o n r 

cum -kitchen  was te m e d  th e  " h a llh o u se " , a s  in  many o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n try , 

and  h is  d o w n sta irs  bedroom was c a l le d  the  p a r lo u r .  He had more beds i n  b o th  

o f  th e  chaizbei^, w hich w ere a ls o  u sed  fo r  s to r in g  c o rn  end m isce llan eo u s item s 

o f  equipm ent. In  a l l  t h i s ,  P ick s  took  was p ro b ab ly  a ty p ic a l  Myddle fa rm er 

and  no d i f f e r e n t  from  p e a sa n ts  a l l  over th e  c o u n try . Both ijndrew H ord ley , 

th e  yecw oanrtailor o f  D iv l in  hood ( l6 t* i) , end F ra n c is  S m ith , a B a ld e rto n  

husbandman (1 6 8 3 ), had a house and a p a r lo u r , cham bered over, b u t  i n  b o th  

th e se  cases  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  chamber on ly  covered  th e  p a r lo u r ,  and 

t h a t  th e  'house* was open t o  th e  r a f t e r s  in  th e  s t y l e  o f  e a r l i e r  tim e s .

àx d i f f e r e n t  te rm ino logy  i s  used  in  the  in v e n to ry  o f  R ichard  G uest o f  

Myddle, yeoman ( l6 9 4 ) ,  whose rooms were d e sc rib e d  a s  th e  house , th e  chamber 

below (which had a bed  and was i d e n t i c a l  w ith  what o th e rs  term ed th e  p a r lo u r ) , 

a m ilk  house ( o r  d a i r y / ,  a  "room below th e  f i r e "  (w hich a ls o  se rv ed  a s  a bed

room ), and , f i n a l l y ,  a room above th e  s t a i r s  (where a n o th e r  bed was to  be 

fo u n d ). In  o th e r  w ords. G uest had h is  l iv in g  room, a d a iry , and two s le e p in g  

rooms d o w n s ta irs , b u t  on ly  one room above. There i s  no th in g  in  h i s  in v e n to ry
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to  su g g e s t th a t  o th e r  u p s ta i r s  rooms had been  o m itted ; perhaps i t  was j u s t  

one la rg e  room th a t  w ent a l l  th e  way a c ro ss  th e  h ouse , o r  perhaps a g a in  th e re  

were rooms t h a t  were s t i l l  open to  th e  r a f te r s *

Two o th e r  in v e n to r ie s  from  th e  e a r l i e s t  y e a rs  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry  

g iv e  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  about rooms* W illiam  Groome o f  ü ld e r to n  (1705) had  a 

house end p a r lo u r ,  w ith  a k i tc h e n  and a bak ing  house dow nstairs*  The p a r lo u r  

was used  a s  a bedroom, b u t th e  room above i t  seems t o  have been  a w ithdraw ing  

room, fo r  i t  i s  s ty le d  " th e  house over th e  p a r lo u r"  and i t  c o n ta in e d  no b ed , 

b u t  j u s t  a c h e s t ,  two c h a i r s ,  and some cushions* Over th e  d o w n sta irs  house 

and the  k i tc h e n  were th re e  " lo f t s "  which were used  a s  bedrooms* The d i f f e r 

ence in  te rm in o lo g y  r e f l e c t s  d i f f e r e n t  usages* The o th e r  in v e n to ry  i s  th a t  

o f  James F e w tre l l  o f  Brandwood, yeoman (1709)* He had a "house p lac e"  and 

p a r lo u r  t h a t  f u l f i l l e d  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  fu n c tio n s  o f  th e se  rooms d o w n sta irs , 

and f iv e  sm all s e rv ic e  rooms t h a t  a c te d  a s  b u t t e r i e s ,  bakdnouse, w orkhouse, 

and v/ashhouse* U p s ta ir s ,  th e re  were th re e  chambers t h a t  w ere used  a s  bed

rooms, and a n o th e r  chamber w here cheese was made and  s to re d *  Judg ing  by th e  

v a lu e  o f  h is  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  and th e  s iz e  o f  h i s  farm , F e w t r e l l 's  farm -house 

was p robab ly  t y p ic a l  o f  th e  houses o f  th e  yeoman farm ers a t  th e  end o f th e  

se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry*  But th e re  i s  sim ply n o t enough in fo rm a tio n  to  c a ta lo g u e  

th e  b u ild in g  r e v o lu t io n  th a t  o c cu rred  in  kydd le  d u rin g  th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  

( r e s t  R ebuilding*

The one house t h a t  can be d e sc r ib e d  i n  d e t a i l  from  th e  docum ents, even

though i t  has s in c e  been re p la c e d  on th e  ground , i s  th e  personage* Gough 
103

v.rot« o f how the lere* barn that belonged to  th* u*r**o f* U  la to  ai»r*p»lr 
103* Gough, p*18-19*
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d u rin g  Mr# îâo re 's  incunbency, and how h ia  s u c c e s s o r ,  Mir# R ich ard so n , du ring  

th e  1650* s ,  " b u i l t  t h a t  p e r t  o f  th e  personage house which i s  th e  k itc h e n  and 

th e  rocMues below  i t ” , by  u s in g  th e  tim ber from th e  o ld  b a rn . The e a r ly  

g le b e  t e r r i e r s  do n o t m ention th e  s iz e  o f th e  b u i ld in g ,  b u t  th e  1693 and
104

1699 t e r r i e r s  d e sc r ib e  i t  a s  c o n ta in in g  fo u r  b a y s , w ith  a "back-house" o r  

k i ln  o f  one b ay , and  a b a m  and s ta b le  o f  s i x  bays# The n e a r-c o n te n p o ra ry  

in v e n to ry  o f  th e  r e c t o r ,  l i l l i a m  Holloway (1689) adds d e t a i l s  o f  th e  rooms. 

D ow nsta irs , w ere th e  h a l l ,  th e  p a r lo u r ,  and th e  k i tc h e n ,  w ith  a b u t te r y ,  and 

a c e l l a r .  The h a l l  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  th e  f i r  e -h e a r th  o f  th e  "houses" o f  th e  

fa rm e rs , n o r was tlie  p a r lo u r  u sed  a s  a bedroom. A l l  th e  beds were u p s ta i r s  

in  th e  fo u r  cham bers (one f o r  th e  m aid), end a n o th e r  chamber was d e s ig n a te d  

th e  s tu d y . The p a rs o n 's  house was much more r e f in e d  th a n  th o se  o f  th e  

fa rm ers , and a s  w i l l  be  seen  s h o r t ly ,  th e  r e c t o r  l e d  th e  way, to o , i n  h i s  

ch o ice  o f  f u r n i tu r e  and a c c e s s o r ie s .

The p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s  a r e  d isa p p o in tin g  w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  rooms, b u t  

th ey  a re  most in fo rm a tiv e  ab o u t th e  f u r n i tu r e  and  u t e n s i l s  t h a t  were k e p t 

w ith in  them. I t  can be seen  t h a t  the  r i s e  in  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  housing  was 

m atched by a g r e a te r  accum ulat io n  o f p e rso n a l p o s s e s s io n s  w ith in  th e  hex», 

j u s t  a s  i t  was i n  most o th e r  a r e a s  o f  the  c o u n try . I f  th e  in v e n to r ie s  o f  

1331-1701 a re  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  equal p e rio d s  o f  f i f t y  y e a rs  each , th en  a 

g e n e ra l  r i s e  i n  the  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  i s  q u ic k ly  a p p a re n t . The p ro p o r tio n  

o f  w ea lth  devo ted  to  p e rso n a l p o ssess io n s  av e rag ed  a b o u t o n e -q u a r te r  o f  th e  

p e rso n a l e s ta te  i n  a l l  th r e e  p e rio d s  (though th e r e  a r e  c o n s id e ra b le  in d iv 

id u a l  v a r i a t i o n s ) ,  b u t  th e  amount o f  w ea lth  in v e s te d  in  p e rso n a l goods, and

104. ^ V /6 .  L ic h f ie ld .
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th e  number and v a r i e ty  o f  th o se  goods, in c re a s e d  a l l  th e  tim e. The farm ers 

o f  Myddle w ere f a r  w e a l th ie r  i n  l a t e - Z tu a r t  tim es th a n  t h e i r  p red e c e sso rs  

o f th e  m id -s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry .

R ichard  Ivioore, th e  gentlem an te n a n t  o f  C a s t le  Farm, was one o f  th e  

r i c h e s t  men i n  th e  p a r is h  a t  th e  tim e o f  h ia  d e a th  i n  1333,  b u t  h i s  t o t a l  

in v e n to ry  on ly  amounted to  z23«4s*G d.,  and h is  f u r n i tu r e  and equipm ent were 

v a lued  a t  on ly  Jt^3*2s.0d« Of t h i s ,  jùl was acco u n ted  f o r  by h i s  a p p a re l ,

2 s . by h i s  p o t te r y ,  and the  r e s t  by  h i s  "househo lde  s t u f f ,  t h a t  i s  to  sa y , 

bedds, and b r a s s e ,  pew ter, and napperyw are". w il l ia m  w oulf, a Iv^yddle 

husbandman who d ie d  in  th e  same y e a r ,  had on ly  "h o u so ld  s t u f f e  and p o t t s ,  

pannes, and pew ter" w orth  1 3 s .4 d « , and bedding  w orth  lO s . ,  w h ile  a n o th e r  

fa rm er, o i l l ia m  Forms to n  o f  M art on (13&3) had s im p ly  "The goods i n  th e  hausse  

and  cham ber, t h a t  i s  to  sa y e , 2 bedds and t h a t  t h a t  t o  th ey  in  b e lo n g s# ie , 2 

pannes, 1 p o t ,  2 s k e l l e t s  w ith  d is s h e s ,  end o th e r  t  r i f f  e l s  i n  th e  how sse", 

which were a s s e s s e d  a t  £2 . But only  a few y e a rs  l a t e r ,  th e r e  a r e  d e f in i t e  

s ig n s  o f  im provem ent. The f i r s t  b ig  in v e n to ry  i s  t h a t  o f  Roger K ioholas o f  

B a ld e rto n  (1 3 7 2 ) , who had p e rso n a l p o sse ss io n s  v a lu e d  a t  B 34*3s.C d.,  c u t  o f  a 

t o t a l  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  o f  B ll9 * 3 s.O d . I t  was h i s  s e n  who b u i l t  B a ld e rto n  H a ll, 

The hum bler men a l s o  p ro sp e red  from  th a t  tim e onw ards, and g e n e ra l ly  sp e ak in g , 

by th e  m iddle o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c en tu ry  (even  a f t e r  one has a llo w ed  f o r  in -  

f l a t io i ^  th e  v a lu e  o f  household  goods was c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  th a n  i t  had been  

d u rin g  tlie  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  th e  r e ig n  o f  Tueen E lis a b e th .  George R icks took o f  

I io u ls to n  ( 1636) ,  f o r  in s ta n c e , was no t one o f  th e  r i c h e s t  fa rm e rs , and nev er 

a c q u ire d  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  yeoman, b u t  h is  p e rs o n a l goods a t  th e  tim e o f  h i s  

d ea th  w ere v a lu ed  a t  /J 6 .1 s .2 d . , o u t o f a t o t a l  in v e n to ry  o f  i)31. -  jù32.
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The farn^ers ' w ives d id  t h e i r  cookiDg over e f i r e  t h a t  was u s u a l ly  s i t u 

a te d  i n  th e  main room (and  g e n e ra l ly  c a l le d  't h e  h o u se ')»  o r  i n  th e  k i tc h e n  

i f  triey had one* ix l a r g e  i r o n  o r  b ronze  e o d c in g -p o t o r  so u p -p o t was suspended 

over th e  f i r e  from  a hook and c h a in  which was a t ta c l ie d  to  a h e r  t h a t  was 

fa s te n e d  in  th e  chim ney. S p i t s ,  o r  i ro n  b ro o ch es, were su p p o rted  a t  each 

s id e  o f  th e  f i r e  by a n d iro n s , which were la rg e  f i r e - d o g s ,  w ith  hooka to  a llo w  

Uie s p i t  to  b e  a d ju s te d  to  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e ls .  The Xyddle in v e n to r ie s  a ls o  

m ention  b e llo w s and to n g s , and g r id iro n s  (b i tn d a rd s  ) ,  which had lohg  

h an d les  and co u ld  be p la c e d  o v er th e  f i r e  t o  su p p o r t p o ts  and pens and k e t t l e s .

k o s t  o f  th e  cooking u t e n s i l s  were made o f  b r a s s ;  f o r  exam ple, Thomas 

G la re  o f  - a r to n  (1337) had "1 p o t te  o f  b ra s s e ,  1 2 d .,  (»nd, Z l y t e l l  pennes o f 

b r a s s e ,  3 s .4 d ."  o th e r  in v e n to r ie s  m ention d r ip p in g  p en s , f ry in g  pans, 

k e t t l e s ,  p o e n e ts  o r  s k e l l e t s  ( th re e - le g g e d  pens w ith  long h a n d le s ) ,  and 

c lm fin g  d ish e s  ( f o r  k eep in g  th e  food warm;. There a r e  a l s o  o c o a s io c a l 

r e fe re n c e s  to  b a s in s ,  to  ewers o f  b ra s s  and pew ter, and  to  "a  m o rta r o f  

b r a s s e " .  O tl.er u t e n s i l s  w ere o f  eart}.ena% re, s u d ; as th e  p o tte n g e rs  (soup - 

b o w ls ) , w h ile  d is h e s , s a u c e r s ,  and  d r in k in g  v e s s e ls  w ere norm ally  os de o f  

vvswter, and som etim es t in #  Very o c c a s io n a lly , th e  r i c h e r  in h a b i ta n ts  had

s i l v e r  spoons and " s a l t s " ,  and  i t  was a ls o  common to  have p l a t t e r s ,  bow ls,
were

and so n s  d ish e s  made o f  wood, w h ic ^ c o l le c t iv e ly  d e sc r ib e d  a s  trynen-w are  

( o r  tre e n sn -w a re ; • iJon M atthews o f  Vyddle (157' ) ,  f o r  In s ta n c e ,  had "17 

peaces o f  tu m d  v e s s e l l s " ,  w orth  4 s .  F in a l ly ,  i n  th e  d a iry  o r  a e rv ic e - ro c n , 

i t  was u s u a l  to  f in d  c h u m s , c a n s , l a d le s ,  k im nels ( tu b s , ,  and  v a rio u s  k in d s  

o f  b a s k e ts .
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Some ite m s o f  food were o f te n  reco rd ed . B u t te r ,  c h ee se , and m alt 

were b o th  made and s to r e d  i n  th e  farm house, s a l t - b e e f ,  bacon , o n io n s , and  

g a r l i c  hung from  th e  c e i l in g ,  and meal and co rn  w ere s to r e d  i n  a rk s  which 

were u s u a l ly  k e p t  i n  a chamber. ««eapons were a l s o  l i s t e d  i n  some o f  th e  

in v e n to r ie s ;  Roger N icho las (1572) had "2 b i l l s ,  1 sw orde, a d agger, a bowe 

and arrow  e s ,  w ith  o th e r  peces o f  ha m e s"  w orth 1 0 s .;  and  John H ord ley  (1577) 

had "a b i l l  and  11 dus en arrow es" w orth  lOd. These weapons do n o t  occu r i n  

th e  l a t e r  in v e n to r ie s .

T ables and c h a ir s  w ith  cu sh io n s a re  f re q u e n tly  n o ted , b u t  th e re  were

a ls o  s e v e ra l  b en ch es, s to o l s ,  and  form s. as i n  E ssex , "a h a rd  s to o l  o r
105

bench was th e  poor m an's s e a t  u n t i l  th e  e a r ly -s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry " . S to rag e  

space  was p ro v id ed  by c h e s ts ,  s h e lv e s ,  c o f f e r s ,  d e sk s , and s ta n d s ,  and in  

1577 and 1652 d ish -b o a rd s  were m entioned a s  w e ll  a s  cupboards. L inen  sh e e ts  

were d is t in g u is h e d  from p a in te d  c lo th s ,  a s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  i n  1570, when widow 

Ann fjatthew s had "4 lynen  c lo th e s  and 2 payn ted  c lo th e s ,  l 6 d . " ,  to g e th e r  w ith  

"6 ta b  e l l  c lo th s  and 2 n ap k in s" . Her a p p a re l was a l s o  l i s t e d  a s  "1 fro c k e ,

4  p e ty c o ts ,  a h e t t ,  and a cap e" . a n o th e r  widow, Joan  Brcaoley (1576) had "2

dmookes, 2 cappes and a h a t t ,  2 s . lO d . ,  1 gowne and a p e ty c o te ,  4 s .4 d . ,  2 

a p ro n s , 2 p ey re  o f  hose end a p ay re  o f shew es, 2 s . l i d . ,  [en(Q 2 gownes, 2 0 s ."

'The beds were d e sc r ib e d  i n  th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ways. A jo in e d  bed  was one 

c o n s tru c te d  by a c a rp e n te r ;  a  s ta n d in g  bed  was a t a l l  b e d s te a d  w ith  h igh  

p an e ls  a t  th e  head  and f o o t ,  connec ted  w ith  a n  open-fram ed canopy th a t  was

105. F . V». S te e r ,  Farm and C o tta g e  In v e n to r ie s  o f  M id-Essex. 1655 to  1749# 
London, 195^, p . 15*
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co v ered  w ith  a c lo th ;  and a t r i n d l e  o r  t ru n k le  bed  was a low bed on 

w h e e ls , which was used by c h ild re n  and s e rv a n ts .  The m a ttre s s e s  and b o l s t e r s  

were e i t h e r  s tu f f e d  w ith  f e a th e r s  o r f lo c k s , and th e  sh e e ts  end p i llo w -c a s e s  

(p illo w b e re s )  w ere e i th e r  o f t w i l l  o r  l in e n .  The co v erin g s  w ere  normel l y  

d e sc r ib e d  a s  b e d - h i l l in g s . Cbie o r  two rugs and c a rp e ts  a r e  m en tioned , b u t  

th e re  w ere no warm ing-pans re c o rd e d , and on ly  one re fe re n c e  t o  c lo s e - s to o l s  

(commodes) o r  any o th e r  method o f  s a n i ta t io n .

The more r e f in e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  la r g e ly  m issing  from th e  Myddle in v e n to r 

i e s .  Only John Clowes (1632) and S tephen  Forms to n  (l6 ?4 ) had books rec o rd ed , 

b u t perhaps o th e rs  were igno red ; Gough m entions h is  books i n  h is  w i l l ,  b u t  

none a r e  m entioned in  h i s  in v e n to ry . The gap betw een th e  s o c ia l  s ta n d a rd s  

o f  th e  b u lk  o f th e  farm ers and th e  more c u l t iv a te d  t a s t e s  o f  th e  tim e i s  shown 

by th e  in v e n to ry  o f  th e  r e c to r ,  % i l l i a m  Holloway, who d ied  in  th e  autuim  o f 

1689. h is  i s  th e  only  in v e n to ry  to  l i s t  such th in g s  a s  a couch , a s a f e ,  

a g la s s  cag e , a look ing  g l a s s ,  and a c lo s e  s t o o l .  His in v e n to ry  i s  w orth  

q u o tin g  in  f u l l  t o  show wliat th e  s ta n d a rd  o f l iv in g  was l i k e  i n  th e  m ost r e 

f in e d , tiioij;gh n o t th e  l a r g e s t ,  house i n  th e  j a r i a h .

"2 4 th  Septem ber, 1689*

In  th e  K it ch in : a Copper fu rn a c e , A 2 .1 5 s .0 d ., pew ter, A 2 .5 s .0 d .,  B ra ss , 

g l . 4 s . 0 d , ,  I r o n ,  A 2 .l6 s .4 d . ,  a T ab le, D re sse r , and  2 form es, 8 s .4 d . ,  A 

b to o le ,  10s.

In  the  n u t te ry :  Coopery-w are, ^ J2 .4 a .8 d .,  d ix  S h e lv es  and a h o rs  f o r

B a r re ls ,  5 s .

In  th e  H a ll: A ta b le  and form e, 2 w a in sco t C h a ire s , a L iv e ry  C upboard, A 

B a fe , a G lass cag e , A l.6 s .8 d .
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I n  th e  p a r lo u r :  A Couch and S ix  C h a ire s , a T ab le , A ndirons 2 p a i r ,

A 2 .6 s .0 d .,  6 c u sh io n s , 4s»6d.

In  th e  Ground S e l le r :  H ogsheads, B a r r e l l s ,  e t c . ,  A l .5 s .0 d .

In  th e  Chamber o ver th e  k i tc h in :  a f e a th e r  bed and B o ls te r  and 3 p illo w  e s ,

2 C h a ire s , 2 h a lf-h e a d e d  B e d stea d s , a  flo ck b ed  and b o l s t e r .  Bed C lo a th e s , 

C lose  S to o le ,  pen and c a se , A3* 1 2 s .2d.

I n  th e  ma id e s  Chamber: one f e a th e r  bed  and b o l s t e r .  B edstead  and C lo a th e s ,

jü l. 10 s. Cd.

In  th e  Study: a T ab le , 2 D esks, b h e lv s , 2 l i t t l e  T runcks, a L i t t l e  bo x , 

A l . l s . 6 d .  ,  Book e s , A3.

I n  th e  H a ll Chanober: a  f e a th e r  b ed , b o l s t e r  and p illo w , a  s e t  o f  c u r ta in s  

and v a l le n c e ,  B e d c lo a th e s , 2 C h e s ts , 2 Trunks, a  Q uofer and box, A S tan d in g  

b e d s te a d  and T ruck le  b e d s te a d , A lo c k in g  g la s s .  S h e lv e s , A4*3s.4d.

I n  th e  p a r lo u r  Chamber: A fe a th e rb e d , b o l s t e r  and p i llo w . C u rta in s  and 

v a le n c e , B e d c lo a th s , a  S ta n d in g  B ed stead , a  C heat, Sm all T ab le , and 3 Sedg 

C h a ire s , Sm all G ra te , and Tongues, A 3* l6s.0d .

f o r  n a p e ry , A 4*9s.C d., f o r  new f e a th e r s ,  1 0 s . ,  new n a p k ir in g , 1 2 s .,

Lumber, 5s* T o ta l:  A 4 2 .5 s .0 d . "

F o r th e  r e s t  o f  th e  com nunity in  th e  la  te -a e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  con

t r a s t  w ith  th e  p rev io u s c en tu ry  was l a r g e ly  a m a tte r  o f q u a n ti ty  r a th e r  th an  

q u a l i t y .  They had a few more househo ld  com forts th an  t h e i r  a n c e s to r s ,  b u t 

few o f  th e  new re fin e m e n ts  o f  t h e i r  r e c to r .
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Cil.x ™  3 

The F a i r e r s

( i )  The Large Farms

In  th e  absence o f  a r e s id e n t  lo rd  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  p e r is h  d u rin g  

th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  p assed  t o  th o s e  g e n try  f a n d l ie s  t h a t  

l iv e d  upon la rg e  farm s o f  over two hundred a c r e s .  These in c lu d ed  th re e  

farm s ( C a s t le ,  E ag le , and Broom hurst) th a t  were r e n te d  frcxi the  lo r d ,  a n o th e r  

th re e  farm s (tv/o a t  M erton and th e  o th e r  a t  b leap ) t h a t  w ere f re e h o ld  la n d s  

which p a id  a nom inal c h ie f  r e n t  to  the lo r d ,  and two o th e r  farms (B a ld e r to n  

H a ll and S h o t ton) t h a t  w ere f re e h o ld s  h e ld  o u ts id e  th e  manor.

The l a t e  s ix te e n th  and e a r ly  sev en teen th  c e n tu r ie s  saw th e  en g ro ssin g  

o f some o f  th e s e  la r g e  fbrms and th e  emergence o f  two o r  th re e  fa m ilie s  t h a t  

s to o d  o u t d i s t i n c t  fzxxn th e  r e s t .  The l a r g e s t  farm  was c re a te d  w hw  th e  

G i t t i n s  fam ily  o f  E agle  Farm became th e  o c c u p ie rs , th rough  m arriag e , o f  th e  

nearby  C a s t le  Farm and so  dom inated th e  v i l l a g e  o f  Myddle w ith  an e s t a t e  o f  

some 650 a c r e s .  The owners o f  B a ld e rto n  H all a ls o  began to  le a s e  th e  a d jo in r  

in g  Broom hurst Farm and o th e r  p ro p e r ty  u n t i l  they  had a b o u t $00 a c r e s ,  and  th e  

n tc h e r le y  o f  Mlarton en g ro ssed  ne ighbouring  lan d s t o  c r e a te  a farm  o f  ab o u t 

470 a c r e s ,  p lu s  a g r e a t  d ea l o f  p ro p e r ty  o u ts id e  the  p e r is h .  The o th e r  th re e  

f r e e h o ld e r s  were n o t on th e  same s c a le .  The Hanmers o f  'a r t o n  had a b o u t 268 

a c r e s ,  th e  .a tk in s e s  o f  B ho tton  had some 230 a c r e s ,  and th e  iJaynwarings o f  

B leap  H a ll had  200 a c re s  to  which th e y  added th e  61 a c r e s  o f  B leap G orse. 

However, th e s e  Maynwarings were o f  a d i f f e r e n t  c a te g o ry  to  the  Myddle g e n try . 

They w ere  abs en tee -o w n ers , o f  arm igerous rarik i n  C h e sh ire , and f o r  m ost o f  

th e  tim e th e y  l e t  B leep  H a ll to  te n a n ts .
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The in d iv id u e l  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e se  p s ro c h ie l  le a d e r s  v a r ie d  g r e a t ly  from 

one g e n e ra t io n  to  ano ther#  At th e  end o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  o n ly  th e  

i i tc h e r le y s  w ere s t i l l  f lo u r is h in g  on t h e i r  engrossed  farm# Die G i t t in s  fam

i l y  had l o s t  money and was fo rc e d  to  g iv e  up Eagle Farm, w h ile  Broom hurst was 

s p l i t  o f f  from B a ld e rto n  and th e  H all was so ld  s ix  tim es w ith in  a hundred  

years#  Cn th e  o th e r  hand, th e  Hanmers rem ained s t a b le  a t  Aar ton  and th e  

Y.atkins fam ily  which came to  S h o tto n  in  1629 had been th e r e  f o r  th r e e  g e n e r

a t io n s  by 1701#

Only th e  a b se n te e  Maynw arings had h e ld  t h e i r  farm  s in c e  the  su b s id y  r o l l

re c o rd e d  names in  1524# The G i t t in s e s  had come from a ta m in g  b u s in e ss  i n
1

Shrew sbury sometime betw een 1524 and  152b , and th e  hanmers had a r r iv e d  a s  

younger sons o f  a p rom inen t ..e lsh  fam ily  a g e n e ra tio n  o r  so  la te r #  Die 

i i tc h e r le y s  d id  n o t come f o r  a n o tiie r  fo u r  o r  f iv e  decades# They, to o , had 

nade t h e i r  money a s  ta n n e rs  and c o n tin u ed  to f lo u r is h  i n  t h a t  way# The w at- 

icinses w ere the  l a s t  t o  a r r iv e ;  a l s o  a s  a younger b ranch  o f  a d is t in g u is h e d  

S h ro p s h ire  fam ily# The peop le  who l iv e d  a t  B a ld e rto n  h a l l  had v a r ie d  back

grounds# Some were younger sons o f  g e n try , o r p ro sperous tradesm en; o th e rs  

had r i s e n  in  the  w orld  by fo r tu n e  and h a rd  work o r  th ro u g h  a lucky  m arriage# 

T h e ir  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w ere a s  d i f f e r e n t  as i t  would be p o s s ib le  to  f in d ; th e  

v ir tu o u s  R ec to r o f  H odnet, th e  debauched son who f e l l  from g rec e  tiirough  heavy 

d r in k in g  and a s s o c ia t in g  w ith  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  d ie  ha rd -headed  b u s in e ssm w , th e  

a m b itio u s  s p e c u la to r ,  th e  hard-w ork ing  farm er; e l l  th e se  a t  one tim e o r  o th e r  

l iv e d  a t  B a ld e rto n  H all# And in  th e  p a rish  a t  l a r g e  th e re  was a s im i la r  

1# Box 14» B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n ,  Bhrewsbury#



149.

v a r i e ty  o f  c h a r a c te r s ,  w ith  th e  seme groups o f  good and bed , in d u s t r io u s  and 

i d l e ,  fo r tu n a te  and u n fo r tu n a te ,  w hatever th e  s o c ia l  group o r  c la s s  t o  which 

th e y  be longed .

B ut i f  human n a tu re  was th e  same w hatever th e  economic s t a t u s  o f  th e  

in d iv id u a l ,  o n e 's  r o le  and  s ta n d in g  w ith in  th e  p a r is h  s t i l l  depended upon th e  

amount o f  p ro p e r ty  t h a t  one p o ssessed . T his was e s p e c ia l ly  t r u e  on a l a r g e r  

s c a le  th an  th a t  o f  th e  p a r is h ,  and i t  i s  th ese  b ig  ownei% who a r e  found as  

u n d e r - s h e r i f f s  o f th e  coun ty , c o n s ta b le s  o f  th e  hundred , and j u s t i c e s - o f - th e -  

peece* These men were r e s id e n t  m inor g en try  who r a r e l y  h e ld  la n d  o u ts id e  

th e  p a r is h ,  b u t  th e y  had  an  im porta nee f a r  tra n sc e n d in g  t h a t  o f  th e  p a r is h .  

They were a c la s s  a p a r t .  But in  ta lk in g  o f  c la s s e s  i t  i s  easy  to  g e n e r a l i s e ,  

and  i t  i s  on ly  when each fam ily  i s  examined in  d e t a i l  t h a t  one a p p re c ia te s  

th e  r i c h  v a r ie ty  o f  ex p e rien c e  th a t  was p o s s ib le  w ith in  each c l a s s .

(a )  C a s tle  and B a#le Farms

Die demesne la n d  o f  th e  L o rdsh ip  o f  Myddle was le a se d  o u t a s  one farm

to  th e  C onstab le  o r  K eeper o f th e  C a s t le ,  b u t  a f t e r  Humphrey K in a s to n  had

a llo w ed  th e  c a s t l e  t o  go to  c a n p le te  r u in ,  a new farm -house was b u i l t  j u s t
2

o u ts id e  the zooat and g iv e n  th e  name o f  C a s tle  Farm. a s  Ckiugh s a y s ,  i t  may 

be rea so n a b ly  supposed t h a t  t h i s  happened during  th e  l i f e - t i m e  o f  th e  succeed

in g  te n a n t ,  Mr* R ichard  Liore, who was farm ing th e  la n d  round ab o u t th e  m iddle 

o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and who d ie d  in  1553#

A f te r  More, Mjr* 3iorgsn ap r r o b a r t ,  o r  Bayly Morgan a s  he was known 

th rough  h is  o f f i c e  o f  m anoria l b a i l i f f ,  became te n a n t ,  and  he  i s  th e  f i r s t

2. Gough, p.117#  ̂ W kvA/c Hie.i
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to  f e a tu r e  i n  th e  m an o ria l r e n t a l s .  I n  1563 he h e ld ,  a t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  

l o r d ,  a house and demesne lan d  a t  th e  arm ual r e n t  o f  6 s .8 d # , w heat leasow s 

a t  A l .6 a .d d . ,  lan d  i n  Brandwood a t  2 s .8 d . , end in  Myddlewood a t  2 s .6 d . ;  i n  

o th e r  w ords, a c o n s id e ra b le  farm  w ith  s e v e ra l  p a s tu re s  in  th e  woods a s  w e ll a s  

th e  demesne. However, h is  h o ld in g s  d id  n o t in c lu d e  th e  park  t h a t  u s u a l ly  

form ed such  a p rom inent p a r t  o f  C a s t le  Farm, f o r  t h i s  was h e ld  a t  w i l l  a t  £2 

p .a .  by a R ichard  H ocknell, who i s  o th erw ise  unknown. By 1588 H ocknell had  

d isa p p e a re d  from i'ydd le  and th e  park  had  been a b so rb ed  in to  th e  C a s t le  Farm. 

B ayly Morgan was by now deed, b u t  h i s  widow, Anne hfergcn, was pay ing  a sub

s t a n t i a l l y  in c re a s e d  r e n t  o f  A 6 .6 s .8 d .

The . e ls h  name su g g e s ts  t h a t ,  l i k e  th e  Hanmers, th e  ap I r o b a r t s  had 

o r ig in a te d  from j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  b o rd e r , p o ss ib ly  a s  younger so n s . B ut they  

had no c h i ld  o f  t h e i r  own to  c a r ry  on t h e i r  name, and so  th e y  ad o p ted  a young 

kinswoman named i^ l ic e , and b ro u ^ it  h e r  up as t h e i r  ov^n. Uhen sh e  was o f  age 

sh e  had a la r g e  farm  as h e r  m arriage  p o r t io n  and sh e  would be c o n s id e re d  a most 

d e s i r a b le  m atch. Die man she chi ose  -  o r  who was chosen  fo r  h e r  -  was R ichard  

G it t i n s  IV, th e  h e i r  o f  a fam ily  th a t  had r i s e n  by t r a d e  end which had ac 

q u ire d  th e  h ig h ly -so u g h t s t a tu s  o f  g e n try  as f r e e h o ld e r s  and a s  te n a n ts  o f  th e
3

l o r d 's  second l a r g e s t  fàrm  ( th e  Eagle Femv i n  h u d d le . The m arriag e  was to

mark th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  G it t in a  fa m ily .
4

R ichard  G i t t in a  I  had been a w ealthy  ta n n e r  in  Shrew sbury. (One h e a rs  o f

so  many peop le  nmking money th ro u g h  tan n in g  du ring  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry ) .  He

3* A t th e  1623 v i s i t a ticm  th e  G i t t in s e s  tra c e d  t h e i r  fam ily  p e d ig re e  back 
through  s e v e ra l  g e n e ra tio n s , th e  f i r s t  e ig h t o f  whom were n e ls h . H a rl. 
b o c . ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 199*

4* Gough, p . 118.
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had bought a f r e e h o ld  tenem ent i n  Newton o f f  th e  a n c ie n t  ow ners, th e  

b a n a s te rs  o f  h a d n a l l ,  and  a h a l f  tenem ent o f f  th e n  in  l a d d ie ,  known aa  th e  

house a t  th e  h ig h e r  w e l l .  These he l e t  ou t to  te n a n ts .  Then, he h im s e lf ,  

came t o  l i v e  a s  te n a n t  o f  th e  E ag le  Farm and o f  e ig h t  a c re s  o f  th e  new ly- 

en c lo sed  Myddlewood. I h i s  m ust have happened by 1528 because  he was among 

th e  ju r o r s  o f  th e  manor c o u rt  i n  t h a t  y e a r . he was a l s o  reco rd ed  i n  1537» 

b u t h i s  widow was occupying th e  p ro p e r ty  in  1538. %  1541 R ich ard  G it t i n s

I I  had in h e r i te d  th e  la n d s , and he i s  named amongst th o se  who p a id  th e  sub

s id y  i n  1544* T his second R ich a rd  d ie d  in  1567, and h is  widow su rv iv e d  

him f o r  n in e  y e a rs .

T h e ir  so n , R ich a rd  G i t t in s  I I I ,  co n tin u ed  to  p ro s p e r . He was one o f

th e  f i v e  Newton farm ers who r e n te d  th e  Brown H eath a t  harm er; he renewed th e

le a s e  o f  E agle Farm f o r  th re e  l i v e s ,  and "b u ild e d  th e  house anew and bought

th e  Tyniber a t  a wo ode s a le  in  Myddlewood". I t  a c q u ire d  t^ie name o f  Fagle

Farm a f t e r  the  fam ily  had moved to  C a s tle  Farm and l e t  th e  p ro p e r ty  t o

Thomas Ju x , who p u t up th e  s ig n  o f  tiie  Eagle and C h ild  ( th e  c o a t o f  arms o f

th e  Lords b tra n g e  who had h e ld  th e  manor f o r  so  many c e n tu r ie s ) , and s o ld  
5

a le  th e r e .

The two younger sons o f  R ich a rd  I I I  i^sde t h e i r  l iv in g  in  Shrew sbury, 

Ralph as th e  High bohoolmas t e r ,  and » i l l i a m  as a ta n n e r .  ih i s  c o n n ec tio n  

w i# i t r a d e  end th e  a s p i r a t io n s  to  le a rn in g  rem ained s tro n g  w ith  th e  fa m ily . 

There a l s o  ap p ea rs  to  have been a n o th e r  son  c a l le d  kozgan, and a d a u g h te r 

named ,,nne who m arried  a Shrew sbury m ercer. V»i l l i a m  in  f a c t  seems to  have

5. Gough, p. 66 f .n .
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ended h is  days aa  th e  gentlem an te n a n t  o f  C a s tle  Farm (h e  d ie d  in  1644/ » b u t

i t  was th e  s e n io r  b ran ch  o f  th e  fa m ily , re p re s e n te d  in  th e  person  o f  R ichard

G i t t in a  IV , t h a t  was g e n e ra l ly  i n  re s id e n c e  in  Uie v i l l a g e .  I t  was t h i s
6

"m ild , p e ac ea b le , [and^  c h a r i ta b le "  R ichard  who m arried  iv lic e  Morgen and 

i n h e r i t e d  C e s tle  Farm, and who l a t e r  added to  h is  f re e h o ld  e s t a t e  by pur

c h as in g  lan d s  in  iio u ls to n .

I t  i s  w orthw hile  a t  t h i s  p o in t  -  th e  h ig h e s t  i n  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  G i t t in s e s  

-  t o  c o n s id e r  j u s t  how much lan d  th e y  were farm ihg i n  d ie  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . T h is , caie canno t r e a l ly  do f o r  t h e i r  f r e e h o ld s ,  b u t 

one can  g e t  a v e ry  good idea o f th e  s i z e  o f  th e  j o i n t  C a s tle  and E agle Farms. 

In  1650, no doubt a s  p a r t  o f  th e  programme t o  in c re a s e  e n try  f in e s  and r a i s e  

th e  p r o f i t s  on th e  m ano ria l e s t a t e s ,  a su rvey  and map was made o f th e  

demesne. T his in c lu d e d  36 a c re s  in  tiie  b ilm arsh -H o u ls to n  a re a ,  and 325 a c re s  

which can be c le a r ly  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  C a s tle  h'arm i n  Myddle i t s e l f .  The

f i e l d s  s t r e t c h  e a s t  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t  and so u th  from th e  c a s t l e  and  can 

be r e a d i ly  matched w ith  th e  3I 82 a c re s  o f  (Castle Farm rec o rd ed  in  th e  T ith e  

/Iward and map o f  1638, ex cep t t l ia t  th e  huge f i e l d s  o f  16$0 W d o f te n  been  cu t 

up in to  s m a lle r  u n i t s  by th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . I n  I 630 th e  f i e l d s  were 

a s  fo llo w s .

1̂. The house and homes te d . 7a . I r .  30p.

B. The Eddy C ro f t .  8 . C. 39*

C. The Rough Eddy C ro f te . 11. 3 . 9*

6. Gough, p .1 1 9 .
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D. The Lower bronay Lessow. 6 . 2 . 36.

E. The iway Lessow* 8 . 1 . 4 .

F . The Loore* 15. 0 . 18.

Gr# The H igher house ground. 33 . 2 . 6 .

H. The i ease  Lessowe. 15. 2 . 29.

1# The Upper L arke . 37 . 3 . 20.

iv * 'The xiinch Lane 15. 2 . 29.

i-l. The ia r k e  and Copse* 94. 0 . 21.

k# The H i l l  i^ ssc w . 15. 0 . 15.

N. The i^essedge isioore* 36 . 0. 23.

ij* The wheat H i l l  Close* 12. 0 . 0 .

h . H F urlong  i n  H i l l  f i e l d . 16. 1. 22.

Q# A Furlong  in  W oodfeild . 15. 3 . 34.

R. A d o le  o f  ^!eadow in  
Vüood f e i l d . 1 . 3 . 6 .

d# d i t t o  

Land n o t p lo t t e d :

1 . 0. 0 .

Three B u tts  n e a re  * ed lico tt-  
soake . 0 . 3 . 32.

A fu rlo n g  in  G allow tree  
F e i ld  sh o o tin g  so u th  upon 
uaHow t r e e  h i l l . 4 . 0. 20.

A fu r lo n g  a t t  th e  e a s t  end 
o f  th e  f e i l d . 0. _4..

361. 0. 2 .

A p a rt frcMu th e  blocAS o f  s t r i p s  a t  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  was a 

most compact farm , s u i t a b l e  f o r  a g r a z ie r ,  and one, m oreover, t h a t  would have
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im p o rta n t r i g h t s  on th e  nearby comnon p a s tu re s .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , no in v e n t

ory su rv iv e s  f o r  any G i t t in s  who l iv e d  in  r i d d le .  The on ly  one ta k e n  f o r  

C a s t le  Farm i s  th a t  o f  R ichard  More, a p rev io u s g e n tle m a n -te n a n t who d ied  

in  1553* H is farm stock  com prised s ix  oxen w orth  a 4 , t h i r t e e n  c a t t l e  w orth  

i 6 . l s .G d . ,  n in e  h e i f e r s  v a lu ed  a t  A3, f iv e  young b e a s ts  w orth  A l .5 s .0 d . ,  f iv e  

suck in g  c a lv e s  w orth  8 s .4 d . , s  mare and a c o l t  a p p ra is e d  a t  A l, th i r ty - o n e  

sheep  w orth  A l.lO s .O d ., sw ine v a lu ed  a t  f iv e  s h i l l i n g s ,  and  A2 w orth  o f  

co rn . Here was o b v io u sly  a man whose s p e c i a l i t y  was r e a r in g  a n im a ls , a 

s p e c i a l i t y  t h a t  l a t e r  te n a n ts  were l i k e l y  to  en a ila te , g iv en  good p a s tu re  

ground , a demand f o r  meat in  birirewsbury m arke t, and a tan n in g  b u s in e ss  th e re  

ready  t o  tak e  th e  h id e s  a s  w e ll .

The 1650 map a ls o  en ab les  one to  p in -p o in t  l^agle Farm a s  in c lu d in g  th e  

p re s e n t  'R ed  L io n ' and th e  adjoinin^^j ^ .Ifo rd  Farm. In  1838 t h i s  farm  covered  

J u s t  o ver 300 a c re s  in  the n o rth -w es t o f  th e  v i l l a g e .  Eagle Farm was alw ays 

co n s id e re d  a s iz e a b le  one, and a s  no n e ighbou ring  farm  had g o t sw allow ed up 

i n  th e  m eantim e, i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  farm  o f  1838 was more o r  l e s s  th e  

same compact farm  i t  alw ays had been . So, upon th e  d e a th  o f  h is  f a th e r ,  

Hichiard G i t t i n s  IV had som ething l ik e  625 a c re s  upon se c u re  le a s e  a t  a low 

r e n t ,  w ith  common r i g h t s  o f  p a s tu re  and a n o th e r  e ig h t  a c re s  in  Myddlewood, 

w ith  more f re e h o ld  p ro p e r ty  in  Myddle, Newton, end E o u ls to n , r e n te d  o u t to  

s u b - te n a n ts ,  end a le a s e  o f  p a r t  o f  the  moss la n d  c a l le d  brown H eath. The 

e x te n t  o f  h i s  f in a n c ia l  i n t e r e s t s  in  Shrew sbury i s  unknown, b u t  i t  i s  ha i d  

to  im agine t h a t  he d id  n o t have a f in g e r  in  th a t  p ie  a s  w e l l .  Here was 

o b v io u sly  one o f  th e  r i c h e s t  men, i f  n o t th e  r i c h e s t ,  i n  Pyddle . Only th e  

/^ tc h e r le y s , ta n n e rs  to o , co u ld  compete.
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R ic h a rd  G i t t in s  IV d ie d  i n  th e  very  l a s t  days o f  1624, "soe  w i l l iq g  

to  fo rg iv e  in ju r y  es t l i e t  he  p essed  by inany w ith o u t seem ing to  tak e  n o t ic e
7

o f  them ". U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e re  were men i n  Myddle l e s s  sc ru p u lo u s then

h e , ready  to  ta k e  advantage o f  h i s  m ild  n a tu r e .  a long  n o te  by the  stew ard
8

o f  th e  manor t e l l s  e l l  ab o u t th e  t ro u b le  he  had  over Eagle Perm. S h o r t ly  

a f t e r  r e b u i ld in g  tl^iis house and moving to  C a s t le  Perm he l e t  E egle Perm to  

Thomas Ju x , who was descended from th e  Ju x  es o f  Newton and bo rn  i n  a c o tta g e  

a t  th e  s id e  o f  H oulston  L ane. T his Thomas, end h is  Welsh w ife , Lowry, took 

th e  tenem ent a t  a6 a y e a r  reck  r e n t  and k e p t i t  as an  in n . b u t Ju x , poss

ib ly  overburdened  w ith  h is  n in e  c h i ld r e n ,  co u ld  n o t make ends meet end soon 

ra n  up a d e b t o f  A28 to  G i t t i n s .  hav ing  made a b i l l  o f  s a l e  to  G i t t in s  o f  

a l l  h i s  e s t a t e ,  Jux  was g iv en  two years* g ra c e , whereupon he " f e l s l y  s e l s  h i s  

t i t l e  to  R obert Moore com bininge t(% e th e r  to  d e frau d  G i t t i n s  end p u ts  Moore 

i n  th e  p o ss e s s io n " . This R obert ib o re  was th e  b r o th e r  o f  th e  R ec to r and 

fa rm er o f  th e  t i t h e s ,  end  was l iv in g  in  the  -a rso n eg e  House a t  th e  tim e .

His h o ly  su rro u n d in g s do n o t seem to  have done much f o r  him , f o r  th e  s te w ard  

goes on to  say  t h a t ,  " G i t t in s  h e a rs in g  t h a t  Juxe was gone away by M oore's 

p rocu rem en t, sends 2 s e rv a n ts  no body bein^; in  th e  house to  keeps th e  poss

e s s io n . Juxe  and Moore v io le n t ly  b rak e  a w a lle  w ith  fo rc e  end drew o u t and 

h u r t  G i t t i n s '  s e r v a n ts ,  and fo rc e a b ly  k e p t th e  p o ss e s s io n  un t i l l  th e  n e x t 

s e s s io n  w heare th ey  w eere b o th  in d ic te d  and  c o n v ic te d  by a . ju ry  and a w r i t  

o f  r e s t i t u t i o n  was g reu n te d  i n  c o u rt t i i a t  th e  p o sse s s io n , shou ld  be re 

d e l iv e re d  to  G ittins** . n t  t h i s  p o in t  (1624) G i t t in s  d ie d , le a v in g  h i s

7 . Gough, p . 119.
8 . Box 345, J r id g e w a te r  C o l le c t io n ,  Shrewsbury*
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widow, A lic e ,  and h is  so n , R ichard  V, now 22 y ea rs  o ld , t o  c a r ry  on th e  

b a t t l e *  ills  younger so n , D an ie l, w ent to  be  a m erchant t a i l o r  in  London, 

and h i s  d a u g h te r , Mary, was soon to  m arry a c h ro ^ s h ire  gentlem an. T h e ir  on ly  

o th e r  c h i ld  had d ied  when she  was f iv e  months o ld .

T his f i f t h  R ich ard  l iv e d  to  be 6 l  and "was o f  good acco u n t in  h i s  tim e

b u t hee was to o  s o c ia b le  and k in d s  hearted*  and by s t r i k e in g  hands in

s u re ty s h ip ,  hee much dam pnifyed h im se lfe  and h is  fa m ily . Hee d id  n o t a t  a l l
9

d e ro g a te  from  th e  c h a r i t a b l e ,  meeke and comendable m o ra lls  o f  h ia  f b th e r " .

He was soon to  ru n  i n to  t ro u b le  in  o rd e r  to  hang on to  j:^g le  Farm. Moore

took th e  case  f u r th e r  i n  th e  C o u rts , in d ee d  i t  ended up being  s o r te d  ou t i n

C hancery, b u t  f i n a l l y  G i t t in s  re c o v e re d  p o sse s s io n , c o s t s ,  and damages. I t

co u ld  n o t ,  th e r e f o re ,  have been  t h i s  c a se  t h a t  h i t  th e  fam ily  p o c k e ts . The

s te w a rd  o b v iously  though t h ig h ly  o f  him, a sk in g  th e  lo r d  to  con firm  h i s

p o s s e s s io n , and say in g  th a t  G i t t in s  was " w ill in g  to  g iv e  h is  lo rd s h ip  such

f in e  and r e n t  a s  h i s  honnor s h a l l  th in k  e co n v en ien t . . .  [and( h a th  pa yd a l l
10

du tya to  Church, k in g , and lo r d  and v e ry  many lewmes tow ards th e  b u ild in g

o f  a b te e p le  to  Myddle Church . . .  end have rep ay red  th e  house and b u ild in g s

a t  t h e i r  g re a t  c o a t and c h a rg e s" .

Yet G i t t in s  was soon  to  lo s e  tiie  E agle Farm. There i s  on ly  G ough's

s ta te m e n t ab o u t h i s  s ta n d in g  r i s k y  s u r e t i e s  to  g iv e  any h i n t  a s  to  w hat must

have happened. In  1634 widow A lic e  G i t t in s  was pay ing  h e r  u su a l A 6 .6 s .8 d .

r e n t  f o r  C a s tle  Farm (A 2 .iS s.O d . fo r  th e  tenem ent sh e  l iv e d  i n ,  2s.O d. f o r  fCWT

a c re s  o f  woodland, A 2 .0 s .0 d . f o r  th e  park  and th e  o ld  h ouse , and A l .6 s .8 d .

9 . Gough, p . 119*
IC . C h u rc h -ra te s .
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f o r  a leaaow ). She a ls o  p a id  14s.C d. fo r  E agle Farm, w ith  8a.Ud. f o r  16 

a c re s  o f  w oodland, 4d. f o r  a  house t h a t  'l ic h a rd  C la rk e , th e  la b o u re r , l iv e d  

in  on harm er H i l l ,  3s.O d. d i i e f  r e n t  f o r  trie  house a t  th e  h ig h e r  w e ll  in  

..y d d le , 1 1 s .6 d . c h ie f  r e n t  f o r  scxae f re e h o ld  la n d  in  H o u lsto n , and a f u r th e r  

9a .ifd . r e n t  f o r  J u s t  o v e r e ig h tee n  a c re s  o f  m oorland i n  H oulston . By 1650 

:ic h e rd  G i t t in s  V was r e ta in in g  h is  f r e e h o ld , b u t  had r e l in q u is h e d  a l l  th e  

r e s t  excep t C a s tle  Ferro. T rouble seems to  have been  brew ing in  1638, th e  

y e a r  a f t e r  th e  s tew ard  had spoken up f o r  th e  fa m ily , f o r  when th e  a tte m p t 

was made to  in c re a s e  th e  e n try  f in e s ,  " a l i c e  G i t t in s  f o r  th e  Egle and C h ild  

was t o l d  th a t  h e r  form er u n d e rv a lu a tio n  and o f f e r  w ere so  much d is l ik e d  th a t  

your honor purposed to  ta k e  i t  i n to  your l o r d s h ip 's  hands a t  Our Lady day n e x t, 

end sh e  had w arning to  le a v e  i t  a t  th e  tyme, y e t  I  h e a re  shee  h a th  sowed p a r te  

o f th e  ground w ith  o te s " .  U nderneath was th e  ominous n o te , "R obt. More 

d e s i r e th  to  ta k e  th e  same a t  th e  y e re ly  r e n t  o f  A15". Moore had f a i l e d  to  

win p o sse s s io n  fc rC ib ly  o r  through th e  c o u r ts ,  b u t  now he was to  e n te r  un

m olested  a s  th e  ^ t t i n a  fam ily  cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  th e  new term s.

. oo re  d id  n o t su rv iv e  lo n g . A f te r  an  a c t iv e  s p e l l  r a i s in g  fo rc e s  f o r  

the  k in g  i n  the  C iv i l  lAars, he  was c a p tu re d  and d ie d  a p r is o n e r ,  a t  Nentwich.

He does n o t  seem t o  tiave been l ik e d  in  th e  p a r is h ,  end  h is  widow and c h i ld re n  

l e f t  th e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  Y o rk sh ire  and s o ld  t h e  r e v e r s io n  o f  th e  le a s e  t o  a John 

„oor (no r e l a t io n )  who had come to  Shrew sbury and m arried  an  a ld e rm a n 's  s i s t e r .

They k e p t th e  E agle Farm a s  an  in n , now c a l le d  th e  S a r i  o f  c r id g e w a te r 's  Arms,
11

and, a c c o rd in g  to  Gough, " th e  in n e  was i n  g r e a t  re p u te  i n  t h e i r e  tim e " .

D ie ir so n , Thomas, was s t i l l  th e r e  a t  the  c lo s e  o f  th e  c e n tu ry , w ith  a le a s e

11. (tough, p .68.
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g ru n te d  i n  I 676 f o r  th r e e  l i v e s ,  a t  an  an n u a l r e n t  o f  A l*2s*0d«, and an  

e n try  f i n e  o f  £ifO*

A t C a s t le  Farm, R ich a rd  G i t t in s  V liad laa rried  M argery, th e  d au g h te r o f  

F ra n c is  lieplow, a w ealth y  farm er j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  p a r is h  boundary in  Peniuiere* 

lie d ie d  i n  1663, end she  i n  1677* Gough s a y s , "Hee was somewhat f a i r e  o f  

ccanplection  end h is  w ife  was v e ry  b lack e  • • •  Hee Jr̂ ad seven  c h ild re n , f iv e  o f  

them w ere o f  h is  com plexion and th o se  a r e  a l l  dead". There were in  f a c t  

e ig h t  c h i ld re n ;  s ix  boys and two g i r l s .  The e ld e s t  was R ichard  VI, "a good 

c o u n tr y - s c o l le r ,  who had a s tro n g  and a llm o s t m iracu louse  memory. Hee was
13

a very  r e l i g ie u s e  person  b u t t  he was to o  t a lk a t iv e " .  A b a c h e lo r , he  d ie d  

su dden ly , in  1677, a f t e r  a m eeting o f th e  Grand Ju ry  f o r  th e  County, and  h is  

b ro t i ie r ,  D a n ie l, succeeded  him a t  C a s tle  farm . Hee, to o , was a o a ch e lo r  and 

he d ie d  l e s s  than  fo u r  montiis a f t e r  h is  b ro th e r*  The p ro p e r ty  passed  to  th e  

t h i r d  so n , Thomas, th e  V ic a r  o f  L opping ton , b u t a s  he  l iv e d  in  h is  own p a r is h ,  

th e  y o ungest so n , », i l l i a m ,  came to  b e  tiie  gentlem an te n a n t  o f  C a s tle  Farm, 

betw een th e  b i r t h s  o f  Thomas and i l l i a m  th e re  had a ls o  been  tw in s , b u t  Ralph 

had d ie d , and K atdianiel was p ro v id ed  f o r  a s  V ica r o f  HU es mere* Of th e  

d a u g lite rs , E liz a b e th  d ied  young, and Mary "was a person  o f  a comely countenance 

b u t  somewhat crooked o f  boddy. bhe was a modest and r e l i g i e u s e  woman and
14

dyed unraarryed".

The so n  o f  Thcxms G i t t i n s ,  th e  v i c a r ,  was a ls o  c a l le d  Thomas, and a f t e r  

h is  m a rria g e , he  l iv e d  a t  th e  fam ily  f re e h o ld  tenem en t, th e  house a t  th e

12. box 411,  B ridgew ater C o lle c t io n , Jh rew sbury .
13. Gough, p . 119.
14. Cough, p . 120.
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h ig h e r  w ell#  He does n o t  seem to  have been a s  p la c id  a s  some o f  h is

a n c e s to r s ,  f o r  the  A cta books o f  th e  B ish o p 's  V i s i t a t io n  C o u rts  re c o rd  a

charge  a g a in s t  him i n  1699 o f  f ig h t in g  . r# John Reynolds i n  Myddle ch u rch - 
15

y a rd . H is defence  was " th a t  he be ing  ru n  in to  h i s  b e l ly  w ith  a sword by 

th e  s a id  John  Reynolds" he  thought th a t  he had a j u s t  cau se  f o r  f ig h t in g .  A t 

C a s tle  Farm, W illiam  had tak en  a s  w ife  a d au g h te r o f  a n e ig h b o u rin g  fa rm e r.

He d ie d  a t  th e  age o f  72 i n  1715, w ith  h i s  w ife  and f iv e  o f  h i s  n in e  c h i ld r e n  

dying b e fo re  him# But th e r e  were two s tro n g  b ran ch es o f  th e  G i t t in s  fam ily  

ready  to  c o n tin u e  farm ing th e  fa m ily ’ s lan d s i n  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .

Those w ea lth y  Shrewsbury ta n n e rs  had made a sound investm en t when th e y  chose 

to  p u t  t h e i r  money down on la n d  in  iy d d le .

(b ) B a ld e r to n  H a ll and Broom hurst Farm

F o r many y e a rs  in  th e  s ix te e n th  end e a r ly  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  th e  

owners o f  B a ld e rto n  H a ll were a ls o  th e  lo r d ’ s te n a n ts  a t  th e  a d jo in in g  Broom

h u r s t  Farm. B efore  t h i s  e n g ro ss in g  th e  H all had v e ry  l i t t l e  to  do w ith  th e  

L ordsh ip  o f  Myddle, f o r  b o th  i t  and th e  o th e r  sm a ll tenem ents o f  B a ld e rto n  

had b een  g ra n te d  o u t o f  th e  manor to  Haughmond Abbey d u rin g  th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  

o f  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu ry . The monks i-iad s o ld  t h e i r  p o sse s s io n s  sometime b e fo re  

th e  d i s s o lu t io n ,  b u t  th e  new owners p a id  t h e i r  h a r lo t s  and a y e a r ly  c h ie f  

r e n t  to  th e  L ord  o f  th e  Manor o f  Hardwick and came u n d er th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

n o t o f  th e  Lord o f  î^ d d le  b u t  o f  th e  Court L ee t o f  ttie  Hundred o f F in h iil.*  * 

"Mr. G oore’ s A ccount o f  B a ld e r to n " , which v«s drawn up i n  1751 when th e  te n e -
I m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmtÊmmmÊmÊrnmmmmimmimmmmmmmimÊaÊÊmmmmmmmÊÊmmmm ■ ■ ii 11 ■ ■ ■ ■  ■ — W W W * —

15* l / v / 1 / 9 6 .  L ic h f ie ld .
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m eats were eng rossed  i n to  th e  h e l l  e s t a t e ,  mekes t h i s  e x p l i c i t .  ’’T h is

E s ta te ” , he w ro te , "owe n e i th e r  s u i t  o r  s e rv ic e  t o  any lo r d  b u t  a t  th e
16

C ourt f o r  i i n h i l l  Hundred” .

B e ld e rto n  h a l l ,  th e r e f o re ,  does n o t ap p ea r in  th e  m anoria l re c o rd s  o f  

th e  L o rd sh ip  o f Plyddle. However, i n  th e  l a t e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , i t s  ow ners, 

th e  N icho las fa m ily , a r e  reco rd ed  pay ing  c h ie f  r e n ts  -  ifS .6d. in  1562, th en  

12s.Cd* i n  1588 and 1597 •  f o r  a d d it io x is l  f re e h o ld  le n d  in  fy d d le  and Houl- 

G to n  tow nsh ips, and b o th  th e  N ich o lases  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s o rs ,  th e  Chambres, 

re n te d  u ro o n iiu rs t Farm f o r  L j a year*

A la r g e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  nrocxnhurst Farm had o r i g in a l l y  been a s e r i e s  o f  

g l a c i a l  p o o ls , known a s  ly d d le  p o o ls , which were connec ted  to  harm er by th e  

1 inctibrook s tre am  th a t  flow s s low ly  through th e  low er end o f  iJyddle v i l l a g e ,  

th en  a lo n g  th e  o ld  boundary betw een th e  two open f i e l d s ,  ttum lng n o r th - e a s t  

through th e  p o o ls , and so  on o u t o f  th e  p a r is h  a t  b le e p .  3he su rvey  o f  

16C2 s t i l l  r e f e r r e d  to  " a l l  t h a t  farm e c a l le d  L rom ehurst and M iddle p o o le s " . 

I t  was lo w -ly in g , heavy lan d , a lm o st e n t i r e ly  used a s  meadow end p a s tu r e  i n  

th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t  by 1828 th e  o r ig in a l  la r g e  f i e ld s  tiad been  

d iv id e d  i n to  s m a lle r  p a rc e ls ,  th e  d ra in a g e  had been  c o n s id e ra b ly  im proved, 

and a v a r ie ty  o f  c rops were b e in g  grown a lo n g s id e  th e  perm anent (pastu res.
17

The o ld e r  f i e l d  names su rv iv e  i n  a s p e c ia l  su rvey  o f  th e  farm  ira de i n  1662. 

The nai-ies and th e  s iz e s  speak f o r  th em se lv es.

16. Box 105, B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n , Shrewsbury- 
17* Box 105, B ridgew ater C o l le c t io n , Snrew sbury.
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1. The isroom ehurst F e ild * 42a* 2 r . 21p

2 . Hush x o o le  keadow. 26. 2* 04*

2* The G re a t Poole la s tu re * 29* 2* 25*

4* The Upper l i t t l e  Poole 
eadow. 9. Ü. 20 .

5. The Lower L i t t l e  P oo le  
< eadow* 5. 2 . 08.

6 . The G orsty  F e ild* 29* 2 . 22*

7- The F a r th in g s . 28. C. 01.

8 . T ay lo rs  F e i ld . 22. 2. 26 .

9. The f i r s t  C o lledge Leasow. 7. 0 . 29.

10. The second C olledge Leasow. 7. 0 . 27*

2C0. 1. 24#

B tlo e r to n  H a ll farm  was somewhat l a r g e r  than  th is#  The 1828 T ith e  

/^.werd shows t h a t  th e re  were some 275k a c re s  i n  i ie ld e r to n , and even a llo w in g  

fo r  th e  e n g ro ss in g  o f ttxe snax ller tenem ents in  1751» i t  a p p ea rs  th a t  ab o u t 

200 a c re s  o r ig in a l ly  be longed  to  th e  H a ll. The 1562 su rv ey  a ls o  shows t h a t  

ho e r  N ich o las  h e ld  tiie  6 l  a c re s  o f  u le a p  Ciorse frcsn th e  lo r d ,  and in  add

i t i o n  to  a l l  t h i s  th e r e  was an  u n s p e c if ie d  amount o f  freeh o ld *  The N icho las 

fam ily  p ro b ab ly  h e ld  som ething l i k e  5^0 a c re s  o r  more, perhaps a lm o st 60C 

a c re s  by th e  l a t e r  y e a rs  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  century* Q u ite  c l e a r l y ,  they  

ranked  w ith  th e  G it t in s e a  a s  th e  l a r g e s t  landow ners i n  th e  p a r is h .

Roger N icho las was th e  son  o f  John N icho las who ap p ea rs  i n  th e  m ano ria l 

r o l l s  o f  1528, 1520, end 1528. Roger had in l^ierited  th e  p ro p e r ty  by 1541
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and i s  re c o rd e d  in  tlie  1563 su rvey  a s  Roger E st on, a l i a s  N ic h o la s . (T here 

a r e  Fa tons i n  F l i n t s h i r e  end C h e sh ire , and Eyton nearby  i n  Shro^^shire).

The N icho lases were n o t e t  B e ld e rto n  i n  1524, when Roger Maynwaring o f  

b le e p  and a Roger Gynkys end *»illiam  Netiton headed th e  su b s id y  r o l l .  E i th e r  

Gynkys o r  Netlton was p ro b ab ly  a t  B a lo e rto n , w ith  th e  o th e r  a t  „ e b so o tt  end 

a s  th e re  w ere Genokye re c o rd e d  i n  th e  m an o ria l r o l l s  a s  b e in g  con tem poraries 

o f  John N ich o les  in  1526 and 153b» i t  seems l i k e l y  th a t  N icho las had in  f a c t  

succeeded  N eh to n  some tim e betw een 1524 and 1526. The 1565 su rv e y o r a ls o  

n o ted  t h a t ,  "The fa r th in g s  and T aylors f e i l d  [numbers 7 and 8 in  th e  1662 

su rv e y , ebarve]] end 2 c r o f t s  a t  F id d le  towne and occupied  by b i r  Robert 

[^.. .  which i s  a goodley l iv in g s  f o r  any yeoman, ought to  bee noe p e r te  o f  

t h a t  ferm e, b u t  i s  concaeled  la n d s  from my l o r d  and o u t o f  any r e n t a l ,  by 

t h a t  th e  sayd  Roger jw ic h o la ^  h a th  now o b te in e d  i t t  w here in  my lo rd  was 

d e frauded” . These f i e l d s  w ere p e r t  o f h ro o a h u rs t,  and th e  f a c t  th a t  

N icho las c o u ld  g e t away w ith o u t paying r e n t  on 50 a c r e s ,  o r  o n e -q u a r te r  o f  

t h i s  farm , i s  in d ic a t iv e  o f  th e  weak m anoria l s u p e rv is io n  o f  th a t  tim e.

Roger N icho las end h is  w ife ,  A lic e , had two sons end s ix  d a u g h te rs , two 

o f  whom d ie d  when they  were young. One o f  h is  dau g h te rs  was a lre a d y  m arried  

when he drew up h is  w i l l  i n  1572. He l e f t  h i s  o th e r  fo u r  d au g h te rs  £40 

a p ie c e , w ith  an  e x tr a  £ 6 .1 5 s .4 d . f o r  Ann. The r e s t  he l e f t  to  h is  widow 

and h is  21 y e a r  o ld  so n , w illia m . Tlie G i t t i n s  fam ily  had n o t y e t  added 

C a s tle  Penn to  t h e i r  p o s s e s s io n s , tlie  A tc h e rle y s  were s t i l l  a t  S tanw ard ine  

o u ts id e  th e  p a r is h , and so  when Roger N icho las d ied  he was p robab ly  th e  

r i c h e s t  man in  the  p e r is h . The p e rso n a l e s t a t e  reco rd ed  i n  h i s  in v en to ry
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was v a lu e d  a t  £119*58*Gd., o f  which £79*58 .4d* was accoun ted  f o r  by h is  

farm s to c k . L ike  most fa rm ers in  Fyddle , m ost o f h i s  c a p i t a l  was in v e s te d  

in  h is  an im als ( t e n  h o rse s , s i x  oxen, s i x  cows and a b u l l ,  te n  young b e a s t s ,  

e leven  c a lv e s ,  f o r t y  sheep , tw e lv e  sw ine, te n  g e e se , and some p o u l t r y / , b u t  

he a ls o  hiad w orth  o f h a rd  co rn , £4  w orth  o f  b a r le y ,  end some o a ts ,  peas 

and m a lt.

The B e ld e rto n  h a l l  o f  to d ay  was la r g e ly  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  w illie m  N ich o la s . 

This V .illiem  n ev er m arried , and "by h is  g re a te  charges i n  b u i ld in g ,  hee con

t r a c te d  much d e b t.  Yet b ee in g  a d d ic te d  to  p r o je c ts ,  hee beecame a tin to e r

inan, and pu rchased  a l l  th e  tim b er in  KenwicK*s p a rk e , th in k e in g  to  e n ric h
18

h im se lf  by i t ,  b u t  i t  proved h i s  ru ine”. he was forced  t o  s e l l  B e ld e rto n  

h a l l  and a ls o  th e  le a s e  o f  broom hurst Farm to  i r .  Arthur Chauibre o f  L e tto n , 

he l e f t  th e  d i s t r i c t  and was never heard  o f  a g a in , b u t many y e a rs  l a t e r  an 

o ld  man i n  beggar*s c lo th e s  was found dead by th e  b a rn  and th e  men and women 

o f i4yddle l ik e d  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  i t  was N ich o las  who had r e tu rn e d  t o  d ie .

The f u l l  v a lu e  o f  t-rough’s  h i s to r y  i s  seen  i n  h i s  accoun t o f  th e  changing 

ownership o f  b e ld e r to n  h a l l .  / . f t e r  Roger N icho las th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  t h a t  one 

can add  to  (rough 's s to r y ,  and w ith o u t h i s  book one would n e v e r have known t h a t  

Tîhere were su ch  a su c c e ss io n  o f  owners, n o r t h e i r  rea so n s  f o r  hav ing  to  le a v e , 

-ough's accoun t can  be  found on pages 159*144 o f  h i s  boc^, a s y n o i^ is  o f  which 

i s  r e le v a n t  h e re .

i^ r th u r Chambre had two sons and two d a u g h te rs . J u d i t i i ,  th e  youngest, 

p robab ly  l iv e d  a t  th e  H a ll  f o r  a tim e , f o r  she and h e r  husband, A rth u r K inaston^

18. (kjugh, p . lifG*



164.

a bhrew abury wool m erchant, b a p tis e d  t h e i r  d a u g h te r from b e ld e r to n  in  

November, 16u4# b u t th e  p ro p e r ty  was e v e n tu a lly  g iv en  to  A r th u r 's  youngest 

son , M icl'iael, "a person  o f  noe accom pt", who was "w hoally  a d d ic te d  to  i d l e -  

nesse" and debauchery . He f a i l e d  t o  pay h i s  f a t h e r 's  le g a c ie s  to  h is  

s i s t e r s ,  was sued  by h is  b ro th e r s - in - la w , and had a s p e l l  In  p r is o n , b e ld e r 

to n  H a ll had to  go, though he co n tin u ed  to  le a s e  i t  f o r  some tim e and he 

a ls o  r e ta in e d  th e  le a s e  o f  uroom hurst Farm.

D uring th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  H a ll  f re q u e n tly  

changed hands. The n e x t two owners, i(r . J c ^ n  Nocke and a Mr# %ebbe, were 

w ealthy  Shrew sbury d re p e rs , b u t  each l o s t  a g r e e t  d e a l  o f  money when t h e i r  

London c o n n ec tio n s  went b a n k ru p t. webbe s o ld  th e  e s t a t e  to  i«r* 3ankey, th e  

R ec to r o f  H odnet, who was "much commended f o r  h i s  v i r tu e  and p ie ty " ,  b u t  he 

d ied  soon a f te rw a rd s . His widow l iv e d  many y e a rs  i n  b e ld e r to n  H a ll, b u t  

one o f  h e r  sons d ied  end th e  o th e r  went to  I r e la n d , so  th e  e s t a t e  was s o ld  

a g a in , to  Fsatthew L a th . This man had humble o r ig in s .  He had been "a 

s e rv a n t i n  husbandry” , th en  he was a te n a n t  fa rm e r, and scxnehow he became 

w ealthy  enough to  buy th e  H a ll .  His on ly  c h i ld ,  "being  a g r e a t  fo r tu n e  had 

many s u i t o r s " ,  f i n a l ly  choosing  Thomas H e ll o f  Isom bridge, who tu rn e d  o u t to  

be a second F icha  e l  Chambre. lie l iv e d  a t  b e ld e r to n  H a ll  w ith  h is  f a t h e r - i n -  

law , a f t e r  th e  R e s to ra t io n , "and  du re ing  h i s  l i f e  hee was a re a so n a b le  good 

husband, b u t  a f t e r  h i s  decease  h ee  l e t  lo o se  the  r e in s  to  many d is o rd e r ly  

c o u rse s , a s  co ck in g , r a s e in g ,  d rinkin^;, and lew dnesse" , and  had a b a s ta rd  

c h i ld  conce ived  and bo rn  i n  h is  own house* He f i n a l l y  ru in e d  h im s e lf  and 

was fo rc e d  to  s e l l  to  R obert Hayward o f  b e ld e r to n . He " l e f t  £400 o f  th e
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p r ic e  in  th e  p u ro h e a e r 's  hands, to  th e  i n t e n t  t h a t  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  i t  m ight 

m &lntaine him and h is  w ife  d u re in g  th e i r e  l i v e s ,  o u t o f  which i n t e r e s t  shee 

whose p o r t io n  was accompted w orth  £1,500 had onely  £ 8 , b u t  sh ee  i s  dead , and 

v d l l in g ly  l e f t  t h i s  troublesom e w orld".

R o b e rt Hayward d ie d  in  1705 and l e f t  th e  H a ll to  h i s  nephew, a n o th e r  

Shrewsbury d ra p e r . Meanwhile, B roonhurst Farm co n tin u ed  w ith  th e  Chambres. 

F icha e l  Chambre was s t i l l  th e re  i n  I 658, ^ r th u r  Chairbre, E sq u ire , i n  1650, 

Henry Chambre i n  1662, end George Oiiaribre o f  L opp ing ton , g e n t . ,  i n  1681.

By t h i s  tim e th e  o r ig in a l  L i j .b s .B d .  f in e  and £3 p .a .  r e n t  had r i s e n  to  a 

£30 f in e  and  £30 r e n t ,  w ith  4 s . f o r  s e r v ic e s .  ^ .f te r  M ichae l, th e  Chanbres 

eppear t o  have been n o n -re s id e n t in  th e  p a r is h .  B room hurst Farm and B a ld e r-  

to n  h a l l  were to  c o n tin u e  under s e p a ra te  ow nership  d u rin g  th e  s i x t e e n t h  

c e n tu ry .

^o) The i i tc h e r le v s  o f  ia>rton h a l l

The A tc h e rle y s  were th e  l a s t  o f  th e  la rg e  f re e h o ld e rs  to  come in to  th e  

p a rish  o f M yddle, b u t they  w ere th e  most s u c c e s s fu l  o f  the  l o t .  By th e  end 

o f th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  n o t  on ly  were they  th e  dom inant fam ily  a t  Liarton, 

b u t th e  le a d in g  fam ily  in  th e  e n t i r e  p e r is h .  Nor d id  th e y  f a i l  a f t e r  t h a t ,  

fo r  they  co n tin u ed  to  p ro sp e r  du ring  th e  e ig h te e n th  and n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  

a s  t h e i r  m em orials in s id e  th e  p a r is h  church t e s t i f y .

L ike  th e  G i t t in s  fa m ily , th ey  made t h e i r  money o u t o f  ta n n in g . R ich a rd , 

th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  ^larton A tc h e r le y s , was a younger b ro th e r  o f  " tlie  a n c ie n t  

and s u b s ta n t i a l  fam ily" o f  th e  A tch e rley s  o f  S t a n w a rd in e - in - th e - f ie ld s ,  o n ly
19

a m ile  o r  so  t o  th e  w est o f  piarton. One o f  t h i s  f s m jly . S i r  Roger

19. (Jough, p . 49.
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i t tc h e r le y ,  became Lord i layer o f  London about th e  tim e th e  ju n io r  branch
20

moved to  Farton* According to Gough, Richard Atcherley purchased lands

i n  F à rto n  from a David Owen end R ich ard  'Twyford, whom he supposed  to  have

m arried  c o -h e i r e s s e s ,  a s  th e re  was only  one house to  th e s e  lands#  Owen i s

never m entioned in  th e  m anoria l r e c o rd s , and n e i th e r  fam ily  i s  amongst th o se

who p a id  th e  s u b s id ie s  o f  1524 and 1544# However, R obert Twyford was pay ing

a c h ie f  r e n t  o f  12d. f o r  h i s  f re e h o ld  in  i-arton  i n  th e  1563 su rv e y , and Mr#

R ichard  Twyford was paying th e  same sum in  1588 and 1597, w ith  a n o th e r  4s#4d#
21

r e n t  fo r  c le a r in g s  i n  yddlew ood. a Chancery case  c le a r s  up th e  m atter#

On 6 th .  F e b ru a ry , 1612, Roger Twyford o f  th e  In n e r  Temple, London, g e n t . ,  

R ich a rd  Twyford o f haw ton, S h ro p s h ire , g e n t . ,  and R ichard  A tc h e r le y , l a t e  o f  

t a n w a r d in e - in - th e - f ie ld s ,  gent# were bound u n to  John  »»i n d e l l ,  c i t i z e n  and 

fishm onger o f  London, i n  th e  sum o f  £700, by which w in d e ll bought from them 

a m essi^ge o r  tenem ent i n  i/iarton occup ied  by tr«illiam B aker and David Owen. 

T his p ro p e r ty  changed hands s e v e ra l  tim es u n t i l  R ich a rd  A tch erley * a  so n , 

Thomas, f i n a l l y  bought i t  i n  1622, when he "do th  l e t t  and s e t t  some p a r te  

th e re o f ,  and some p a r te  th e re o f  he k eep e th " . The A tc h e rle y s  w ere re c o rd e d  

in  y a rto n  in  th e  survey  o f  1602, b u t  i t  was not u n t i l  1622 t h a t  they f i n a l l y  

bought th e  p ro p e r ty  t h a t  had once belonged  to  th e  Twyfords.

Thomas A tc h e rle y  I  was d e sc r ib e d  i n  th e  Chancery case  o f  1623 a s  ta n n e r .  

He b u i l t  th e  p ic tu re s q u e  house t h a t  s ta n d s  r i g h t  a t  th e  edge o f  th e  p a r is h  

boundary, on th e  banks o f  th e  Old M ill b rook, and which s t i l l  keeps th e  name 

o f  "Ten House". He a l s o  re n te d  whet i s  now I^arton H a ll from  L loyd  F ie rc e ,  

e s q u ire ,  and a llow ed  th e  b u ild in g s  on h is  fre e h o ld  la n d  to  decay . A f te r  th e

2 0 . H a rl. Soc.» op. c i t . ,  p . 7#
21 . x . R .d. 02 James 1 , '-51^20.
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d ea th s o f  h i s  w ife ,  E liz a b e th , and t h e i r  so n , Thomas, he  m arried  Ja n e  Hinks

o f  nearby  B u rl to n ,  who b o re  him two sons and th re e  d a u g h te rs . he a l s o  had

an  i l l e g i t i m a t e  son  by E d g e 's  d au g h te r i n  i a r t  on. One o f  h i s  g i r l s  d ie d

w h ile  sh e  was s t i l l  an  i n f a n t ,  b u t  E liz a b e th  grew up to  m arry s Y^hitchurch

m ercer, and Mary to m arry a Shrew sbury Alderman. buch matches a re  su re

in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  th e  fa m ily  was a lre a d y  p ro sp e ro u s . The younger so n , R ich a rd

( 1625- 32) m a rr ie d  a t  W olverley  and d ied  a gen tlem an  th e r e .  He had gone to

l i v e  a t  w o lv e rle y  w ith  h i s  f a th e r  who had made h i s  t h i r d  m arriag e  to  a w ea lth y

v/idow th e r e .  He#, to o , d ie d  a gentlem an.

The e ld e r  so n , Thomas A tc h e rley  I I  ( I 6I 7- 8I) s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in c re a s e d  th e

fam ily  f o r tu n e s . He pu rchased  th e  f r e e h o ld  o f  th e  la n d s  th e  fam ily  had been

re n t in g  from  L loyd  F ie r c e ,  and b u i l t  a new house upon them. The o ld  one was

used  a s  a m a lt house . Then O nslow 's tenem en t, which la y  j u s t  a c ro s s  th e
22

ro a d , came on th e  m ark e t, and  i t s  137i a c re s  o r  so  w ere added t o  Thomas' 

e s t a t e s .  By now he had som ething  l i k e  437 a c re s  o f  f r e e h o ld  la n d  i n  ;v^rton 

a s  w e ll a s  th e  ta n n in g  b u s in e s s  th e r e .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  he r e n te d  some 32 a c re s

in  Myddlewood. Gough a l s o  says t h a t  he p u rchased  th e  t i t h e s  o f  nearby

0 es to n  L u l l  i n g f i  e ld  and s e v e r a l  lands th e re  which h e  p roceeded  to  b u i ld  upon, 

and  th en  he  p u rch ased  f r e e h o ld  lan d s  and s e v e r a l  le a s e s  i n  M ontgom eryshire.

He was a l s o  "a g r e a t  d e a le r  in  t in h e r ,  and bough t la d d ie  p a rk , and a wood in  

L e tto n , c a l l e d  Howe la n d s ” . Here was an  ad v en tu ro u s and w ea lth y  man who was 

p re p a re d  t o  s ta n d  up to  anyone. V.hen th e  lo r d  r a i s e d  th e  e n try  f in e  to  h i s  

woodland c le a r in g s  i n  1638, th e  com m issioner n o te d , "Hee o f f r e d  £20 which I
23

refused fo r  abuse which hee offered". He was not a g»ap ln g  man, but
2 2 . Ju d g in g  by th e  T ith e  Award o f 1538.
23 . Box 345» B rid g ew ate r C o lle c t io n , dJrirewsbury.
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r a t h e r  a men o f  p u b lic  Si- i r i t .  Gough says o f  him , " d id  se rv e  many

o f f i c e s  w ith  much c a re  and f a i t h f u l ln e s s e .  Hee was th re e  tim es K i ^

C onstab le  o f  th e  Hundred o f  I 'im h ill ;  hee was o f te n  Churchwarden o f  t h i s  

l i s r i s h .  Hee bequeathed  2 rS# p e r  annum to  th e  ro o re  o f t h i s  l a r i s h ” .

He had m arried  h le n o r , tiie  s i s t e r  o f  Roger G r i f f i t h s ,  a Jhrew sbury a ld e r -  

loan who was h im se lf  m arried  to  i.ary  A tc h e r le y , Thomas* s i s t e r .  They had fo u r  

sons and s ix  d a u g h te rs . a s  r a h ,  and p o s s ib ly  E liz a b e th , had d ie d  young, b u t  

iJ3ne, >JLinor, J a n e , and Mary a l l  grew up to  m arry gentlem en i n  C h esh ire , 

Montgomerysh i r e ,  Shrew sbury, and b u r l  to n , r e s p e c t iv e ly .  ihomas I I I  was 

ap p re ritic e d  to  a bhrew sbury d ra p e r , b u t he and h i s  b ro th e r ,  Rio^iard, d ied  

young. Andrew and a younger R ichard  grew up to  m a tu r ity . T his ^ndrew was 

th r e e  y e a rs  th e  e ld e r  o f  th e  tw o, and upon h i s  m arriage  to  a r i c h  fa rm e r 's  

d au g h te r in  M ontgcwieryshire, he was g iv en  h i s  f a t h e r 's  len d s  th e re .  The c h ie f  

farm  a t  Mart on and the  la n d s  and t i t h e s  o f  Res to n  L u l l in g f ie ld  were bequea thed  

to  R ich a rd . Thomas was much blamed in  th e  p a r is h  f o r  d i s in h e r i t in g  th e  e ld e r  

so n , and people  wagged t h e i r  heads and s a id  t h a t  such  th in g s  "doe seldom  

p ro s p e r" . FAxy lo c a l  S h ro p sh ire  exanp les were q u o ted  to  show how t h i s  would 

b r in g  back lu c k . And f o r  once th e  Jerem iahs w ere proved c o r r e c t ,  f o r  R ich a rd  

d ie d  young and l e f t  a widow and a d au g h te r. T his widow m arried  a g a in , th i s  

tim e  to  a r i c h  Shrewsbury g ro c e r , and they  k e p t th e  lan d s  i n  ii%eston L u ll in g 

f i e l d ,  O nslow 's tenem ent i n  M arten, and the  le a s e  o f a n o th e r  tenem ent, b u t  th e  

c h ie f  p ro p e r ty  ( i . e .  th e  L loyd  F ie rc e  and Uie Twyford lan d s ; a t  l a r t o n  H a ll 

r e v e r te d  to  Andrew A tc h e r le y , th e  e ld e r  son  and only  male h e i r .  In  tim e a l l  

th e  lan d s  o f  h is  f a th e r  came back to  iUidrew and h is  h e i r s ,  who c o n tin u ed  th e  

l i n e  i n to  th e  e ig h te e n th  and n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .
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( cÙ The Henmera of barton

The Hanmers were the neighbours of the Atcherleys and their story i s  a 

sim ilar one, though they never quite attained the wealth and status of the 

gentleman-tanners.

The o r ig in a l  Roger Hanraer was "a younger b ro th e r  o f  t h a t  R igh t tV orshipful
24

fam ily  o f  th e  Hanmers, o f  Haimier i n  F l i n t s h i r e " ,  a v i l l a g e  th a t  la y  ab o u t 

f i f t e e n  m ile s  due n o r th  o f  Myddle. He came in to  th e  p a r is h  upon h i s  m arriage  

to  Anne, th e  e ld e s t  d au g h te r o f  th e  l a s t  o f th e  K in a s to n s , a n c ie n t  landow ners 

in  th e  p a r is h  o f  la d d ie  and a prom inent name i n  th e  a n n a ls  o f  S h ro p s h ire . a 

second K inaston  d a u g h te r  m arried  W illiam  Onslow o f B o re a tto n , and th e y  l iv e d  

in  th e  house by th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  la n e  le a d in g  from Àlarton to  tr>eston L u ll in g 

f i e l d .  I h i s  was th e  one a lre a d y  m entioned th a t  became known a s  O nslow 's ten e 

ment and which was bought by Thomas A tchierley. ihe  two youngest d au g h te rs  o f  

th e  jv inastons s o ld  t h e i r  sh a re s  i n  th e  p ro p e rty  to  Roger Hanmer, who th e r e f o re  

managed to  keep th e  m ajor p a r t  o f  th e  o ld  farm . T his la y  a b i t  f u r th e r  down 

th e  la n e  and i s  th e  one marked on th e  modem Ordnance bu rvey  map as  M arten 

Farm. Ihe Hanmers must e i t h e r  have l e f t  o r d ie d  o u t in  th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n th  

c e n tu ry , f o r  i n  Id jB  th e  farm belonged  to  th e  lo r d  end covered  268 a c r e s .

A inas t o n 's  o r ig in a l  farm  m ust, th e r e f o r e ,  have been a la rg e  one o f  ab o u t 436 

a c re s .

Vthen th e  Hanmers f i r s t  came to  Ivarton th ey  farm ed much more th an  j u s t  

t h e i r  f re e h o ld  la n d . In  th e  m anoria l su rvey  o f  1363 Roger Hanmer p a id  a c h ie f  

r e n t  o f  3a# f o r  h is  f re e h o ld , a n o th e r  9a . fo r  c le a r in g s  i n  Fyddlewood, 7 s .

24# Gough, p.4 8 .
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f o r  two wood leesow s i n  Brandwood, and a f u r th e r  £l*3s*ifd* r e n t  f o r  H o ll in s

Farm* The H o llin s  was n o t  nonm l l y  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  iiS rto n  and by 1588 th e

hanmers no lo n g e r  h e ld  i t .  But th ey  s t i l l  farm ed th e  r e s t  and were pay ing  an

inqproved r e n t  o f  1 1 s .3d* f o r  t h e i r  la n d  in  Fyddlewood. The 1588 r e n t a l  a ls o

re c o rd e d  a r e n t  o f  Z 3 .6 s .8 d . p a id  by Jæ» hum^hrey Hanmer f o r  h is  tenem ent.

T his had once be longed  to  th e  E l l i s  fam ily  b u t  was e sc h e a te d  a f t e r  Hugh E l l i s

had m urdered a s e rv a n t  g i r l .  I n  1602 y jrthu r K inaston  h e ld  th e  la n d , though

th e  l i v e s  on th e  le a s e  were s t i l l  th o se  o f  Thomas E l l i s  (H ugh 's s o n ) , and

Humphrey and  D orothy, th e  c h i ld re n  o f  Roger Hanmer. By 1640 and p ro p e r ty  was

b e in g  le a s e d  by R ichard  Groome o f  Aierton. Ihe  Hanmers had r e l in q u is h e d  a l l

b u t  t h e i r  f re e h o ld  la n d  by 1602, and  though th e y  c o n tin u e d  to  p ro sp e r  du rin g

th e  se v e n te e n th  c en tu ry  th e y  never farm ed a s  much len d  a g a in . Ihey  w ere soon

to  be overshadowed in  I arton by the newly-arrived Atcherleys.

Roger and Anne Hanmer had s i x  sons and fo u r d a u g h te rs , most o f  whom seem

to  have d ie d  a t  a v e ry  e a r ly  ag e . J u d i th  grew up to  m arry  Edward C liv e , a man

o f e s q u i r e 's  deg ree  in  th e  ne ighbouring  p a r is h  o f  Bas ch u rch , b u t on ly  Humphrey

Hanmer su rv iv e d  to  c a r r y  on th e  male l i n e  a f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  h is  f a th e r  in

1581. The e x ac t g e n e a lo g ic a l d e ta i l s  o f  th e se  e a r ly  hanmers a re  h a rd  to  come
25

by . The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  c o n ta in  l i t t l e  in fo rm a tio n , b u t  th e  w i l l  o f  

Humphrey Hanmer, proved i n  the  summer o f  1631, g iv e s  h i s  w i f e 's  name a s  Mary 

and r e f e r s  t o  two so n s , w illia m  and Thomas, a m arried  d a u g h te r , & argery , 

a n o th e r  d au g h te r E liz a b e th , and an i l l e g i t i m a te  d a u g h te r , K a th e rin e . Somehow, 

d u rin g  h is  l i f e t im e  th e  fam ily  h o ld in g s  had  c o n tra c te d , b u t  a s  he was s t i l l  a 

g e n tle m a n -fre e h o ld e r  o f  some 268 a c re s  th e  fam ily  was s t i l l  o f  c o n s id e ra b le

s te n d iiw  m  t h .  r.riW %._______________________________________________________________
25* Gough, p . 53* A f te r  a pew d is p u te s  th e  Hanmers w orshipped a t  B aschurch .
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l i is  son  and h e i r ,  W illiam  Hanmer, m arried  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  w illia m  B aker, 

a M arton yeoman and head o f  "an a n c ie n t  end f lo u r is h in g  fa m ily  in  M arton".

,w illiam  d e sc r ib e d  h im s e lf  a s  gentlem en, b u t  h is  m arriage  p u ts  him a n o tch  low er 

on th e  s o c ia l  s c a le  ttian th e  A tcherleys*  They had th r e e  daugh ters  and two 

so n s , and when W illiam  d ie d  in  1638 th e  p ro p e rty  p assed  to  v-.illiem Hanmer I I  

( 1619* 1661) ,  h i s  e ld e s t  son* Gough was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t ,  "His f a th e r  was 

w an ting  i n  g iv e in g  him good le a rn e in g ; b u t  hee had good n a tu re  11 lo a rts , and 

f o r  comely l in ie m e n ts  o f  body, and f o r  a nim ble s t r e n g th  and a c t i v i t y  o f  body 

none i n  th e  p a r is h  exceeded him"* But he d ied  when he was only  4 I ,  le a v in g  

h i s  B aschurch w ife  to  l i v e  f o r  tw e n ty - th re e  y ears  w ith o u t him* The d e a th s  in  

m idd le-age  o f  two su c c e s s iv e  heads o f  th e  fam ily  would ^w&ke i t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  th e  Hanmers t o  do much more than  hang on to  what th ey  had a lre a d y  g o t .  Oie 

widow was on ly  l iv in g  in  a one*hearth  house in  1672, though by th e n  th e  e ld e s t  

son  had in h e r i te d  th e  farm  and was pay ing  ta x  on two h e a r th s .  They had  had 

f iv e  sons end one d au g h te r b u t on ly  Humphrey Hanmer I I  i s  h e a rd  o f  a g a in . He 

d ie d  i n  1698 w ith  n e a r ly  £100 w orth o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  end c r e d i t  a t  £62 . His 

e ld e s t  so n , Edward, in h e r i te d  th e  farm , and th e  o th e r  two boy% and h i s  two 

g i r l s  were each g iv en  £40 apiece*  The Hanmers may n o t have been a s  p ro sperous 

as th e  A tc h e rle y s  b u t  they were s t i l l  w e l l - o f f  and c o n fid e n t in  t h e i r  des

c r i p t io n  o f  them selves a s  gentlem en.

(e) b le a p  H a ll

S le ap  H a ll Farm c o n s is te d  o f some 200 a c re s ,  w ith  th e  a d d it io n  o f  a f u r th e r  

61 a c re s  from nearby  b le a p  Gorse* T his g o rse  lan d  had once been farm ed by  

Roger N icho las o f B a ld e rto n  H a ll b u t  was c o n s is te n t ly  le a s e d  to  S le a p  H a ll  from 

a t  l e a s t  th e  e a r ly  se v e n te e n th  c en tu ry  onwards. In  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  h ad  been
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a t ta c h e d  to  S leap  h a l l  many y ea rs  e a r l i e r ,  w ith o u t r e n t  b e in g  p a id  u n t i l

a su rv e y o r  s p o t te d  what was going on# "There i s  a p a r c e l l  o f  la n d  in  Middle

L o rd sh ip  c e l le d  S leep s  g o rse  o f th e  y e re ly  v a lu e  o f  £7 o r  £8 o r  b e t te r#  I t

a d io y n e th  neare  un to  th e  fre e h o ld  o f  one Maynwaring th e re  c a l le d  th e  farm e o f

S le ap e  b u t  seem eth to  b ee  noe p a r c e l l  o f  th e  farm e, b e in g  se v e re d  fixxn th e
26

farm e grounde by a n c ie n t  and deepe c a tc h e s  and mounds". After a g r e a t  d ea l 

o f  l e g a l  argum ents, th e  Maynwarin^s p a id  r e n t  f o r  t h i s  as w e ll a s  2s«4d. p .a .  

f o r  t h e i r  f re e h o ld .
27

Roger Maynwaring was a t  s le a p  when th e  su b s id y  was tak e n  in  1324# His

in v e n to ry  o f  1531 shows t h a t  he was m ainly  occup ied  in  r e a r in g  a n im a ls . He had

te n  head o f  c a t t l e ,  t h i r t y  sheep , fo u r  oxen, and a m are, a c o l t ,  and a g e ld in g .

But he was a ls o  growing c o rn  to th e  v a lu e  o f  A 3 .6 s .8 d . He was succeeded  by

J r .  ^rthur Aîaynwaring, but Gough speaks o f  ttxe fam ily  a s  being sq u ires in
28

C h e sh ire , and th e  farm  was u s u a lly  l e t  to  te n a n ts .  The (kroomes were yeoman-

farm era h e re  f o r  two o r  th r e e  g e n e ra t io n s , fo llow ed  by Rowland F lu n g in  and h is

so n s , x r th u r  and John . ^ r th u r  d is p le a s e d  h is  f a th e r  by  m arry ing  a  widow end

80 g o t l i t t l e  from  him. John became th e  n e x t te n a n t b u t was such a poor

fa n n e r t h a t  he  f e l l  in to  a r r e a r s  w ith  tiie  r e n t  and was e v ic te d .  He went to

Balderton H a ll for a t in e , where he spent the rest o f h is stock , and a t the

end o f  the  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  he was l iv in g  i n  a c o tta g e  i n  x y d d le , m a in ta in in g

h im s e lf  by day la b o u r . T here i s  no m ention o f  drunkenness h e re , n o r o f  f a i l u r e

th rough  unw ise s p s o u la t io n ,  b u t  s te ad y  d e c l in e  in to  th e  la b o u r in g  ranks th rough  

26. Box 105, iirid g ew ate r C o lle c tio n , bhrew sbury.
27* The 1537 and 1538 l i s t s  o f  th e  manor c o u r t  ju r o r s  show th a t  th e re  was 

a n o th e r  b ranch  o f  th e  fam ily  in  hjyddle v i l l a g e .
28. Gough, p p .50-1 .
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s h e e r  in e f f ic ie n c y  and la c k  o f  a b i l i t y ,  he  was fo llow ed  a s  te n a n t  o f  b le e p  

H a ll by W illiam  Cooke, a  C hesh ire  man, who was l iv in g  " in  good re p u te "  a t  th e  

tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry . The Maynwarings co n tin u ed  to  l i v e  in  C hesh ire  and had 

v e ry  l i t t l e  to  do w ith  th e  p e r is h .

( f )  S h o tto n  Farm

S h o tto n  Farm formed a s e p a ra te  township o f  23Cg a c re s  on " th e  f a r  s id e

o f  th e  p a rish "  w ith in  th e  L ib e r t i e s  o f  Shrewsbury* I t  had no c o n n ec tio n

w ith  A^ddle L o rd sh ip , b u t  i t s  owners and te n a n ts  w orshipped i n  th e  p a r is h

church r a th e r  th a n  in  th e  ch ap e l a t  H adnall.
29

The a n c ie n t  owners w ere th e  K inastons who l e t  i t  to  t h e i r  younger

b ro th e rs  u n t i l  1629 when Thomas K inaston  s o ld  i t  to  Mr. w il lia m  v '.atkins, th e

son  o f  Mr. Humphrey fta tk in s  o f  N h ix a ll. 'ih is  fam ily  was to  become one o f  th e

most re s p e c te d  in  th e  p a r i s h ,  b o th  f o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  and f o r  t h e i r  s e r v ic e

to  th e  commanity. K iilliam  V.atkins was th e  u n d e r - s h e r i f f  o f  S h ro p sh ire  a t  th e

tim e o f  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  " b u t h i s  c h ie fe  d e l ig h t  was i n  good husbandry". One
30

must a g a in  tu r n  to  G ou^ a s  th e  sou rce  o f  i n f o r i r a t io n .  "He found th i s  farm  

much overgrowne w ith  th o rn  e s ,  b r i a r s  and ru b ish . He inç>loyd many day 

la b o u re r s ,  ( t o  whom he was a good b e n e fa c to r ) ,  i n  c le a re in g  end r id d in g  h is  

lan d ; and having th e  b e n e f i t t  o f  good m arie , he much Improved h is  la n d , b u i l t  

p a r t  o f  th e  d w e llin g  h o u se , and jo in e d  a brewhouse to  i t ,  which hee  b u i l t  o f  

f r e e  s to n e . Hee b u i l t  m ost p a r t  o f  the  b e rn e s , aixi made b e a s t  houses o f  

f r e e  s to n e ,  which i s  a good s u b s ta n t ia l  p ie c e  o f  b u i ld in g . Hee was a c h e e re -  

f u U ,  m erry gentlem an, and k e p t a p l e n t i f u l l  ta b le  f o r  h is  own fa m ily , and  

s t r a n g e r s " .  His w ife hs,<l_a s im i la r  d i s p o s i t io n .
29 . Thomas K inaston  ap p ea rs  i n  th e  m anorial r o l l s  o f  1528-41 b u t  th e  p a r is h  

r e g i s t e r s  re c o rd  h is  d ea th  a t  th e  H o ll in s . He a ls o  h e ld  p ro p e r ty  i n  
H o u lsto n .

30. Gough, p . 64.
1
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His th r e e  younger sons a l l  e s ta b l is h e d  th en a e lv es  i n  London, a s  a 

tradesm an, a g o ld sm ith , and "a d i s t i l l e r  o f  s t ro n g  w a te rs " , r e s p e c t iv e ly .

Two o f  h i s  d au g h te rs  a l s o  w ent to  London; one to  m arry, and th e  o th e r  to  be 

"an  exchange woman". / j io th e r  dau g h te r m arried  a Shrewsbury d ra p e r , and  th e  

fo u r th  found a husband a t  Berw ick, n e a r  Shrew sbury. The e ld e s t  so n , F ra n c is  

V iatkins, fo llo w ed  h is  f a t h e r 's  i n t e r e s t s .  "He m arled se v e z ^ l p e ic e s ,  and 

g o t t  abundance o f  c o m e . Hee purchased  lan d s  in  T y lley  F a rk e " , and  c e r t a i n l y  

i f  he had l iv e d  he would have been "exceed ing  r i c h " .  H is widow re -m a rr ie d  

tw ice ; to  C h arles  Dimock o f  v,i l l e t o n  ( l iv in g  a t  S ho tton  in  I 672) ,  and th e n  to  

John C o tto n , th e  son and h e i r  o f  R icriard C o tton  o f  H aston. "Shee was much 

to  bee comended f o r  g iv in g  h e r  c h i ld re n  good e d u c a tio n , and p u t t  every  one o f

them in  good c o n d itio n  to  l i v e " .  The two younger sons became g ro c e rs  in

Shrew sbury and B r i s to l ,  th e  two daugh te rs m arried  b h ro p sh ire  gen tlem en , and 

w illia m  Vvatkins I I  i n h e r i te d  th e  farm and th e  f a m ily 's  good r e p u ta t io n  as 

a b le  farm ers and k in d ly  n e ig h b o u rs . Three g e n e ra tio n s  had p u t down t h e i r  

ro o ts  a t  b h o tto n  by  th e  end o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . In  tim e th ey  w ere

a lm ost to  r i v a l  th e  A tc h e rley s  a s  th e  o ld e s t  fam ily  i n  th e  p a r is h .

X X X X X X

( i i )  The S m a lle r  Farms

There w ere a few o th e r  farm s w ith in  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle (some f re e h o ld  

and some h e ld  by le a s e s  f o r  l iv e s )  t h a t  w ere n o t  a s  la r g e  a s  those  t h a t  

be longed  to  th e se  g e n try , b u t  w hich were s t i l l  c o n s id e ra b ly  l a r g e r  th an  th e  

tttiem en ts . 'Their owners were p ro sperous yeomen who w ere o c c a s io n a lly  des

c r ib e d  a s  gen tlem en . Indeed , th e  Down tons o f  ^ Id e r to n  H a ll had been g ra n te d
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31
th e  r l ^ t  to  d is p la y  t h e i r  c o e t-o f -e n rs  by th e  h e ra ld s  in  1623* F s r t  o f  

t h e i r  le n d s , however, la y  a c ro s s  th e  p a r is h  boundary i n  Broughton.

(a) The .xw ntons o f  ^ .Iderton

The co m p lica ted  h i s to r y  o f i^ ld erto n  tow nship has been d isc u sse d  in

C hap te r 1 . A de tach ed  p o r t io n  o f  45 a c re s  o f  f re e h o ld  la n d  la y  w ith in  th e

L ordsh ip  o f  J^ d d le  beyond B ilm ersh  Farm, b u t  th e  r e s t  had been  g ra n te d  t o

«onhridge  1 r i o r y  and had been  so ld  o f f  a f t e r  th e  D is s o lu tio n  to  th e  e x is t in g

te n a n ts ,  th e  two ixwntons and th e  fam ily  o f  i.m is. ck>ugh w ro te , "The fam ily

o f  ivowntons i s  soe a n t i e n t  i n  t h i s  towne, t h a t  1 have n o t h eard  o f  any th a t

were te n a n ts  . . .  b e fo re  them; and such a nvunerouse o f f s p r in g  h a th  branched

ou t o f  t h i s  fam ily  t^iat th e re  was th ree  fam ily es  o f  Downtons a t  one time in

th is  towne", w ith  more o f  them a t  Myddle and r e b s c o t t ,  "b u t now a l l  th e se
32

fam ilyes a r e  e x t in c t ,  ex cep t one widow”.

The Lowntons were n o t  q u i te  as a n c ie n t  i n  iv ld e rto n  a s  Gough supposed .

The su b s id y  r o l l s  o f  1524 and 1544 m entioned on ly  two f a m il ie s  th e re  -  the  

h e y lin s  and  th e  feck  owes. In  1524 a B ey lin  l iv e d  a t  th e  c h ie f  farm  and two 

Teckowes l iv e d  in  the  s m a lle r  ones. Twenty y e a rs  l a t e r  th e re  were two

B ey lin s and tJriree Tecxowea rec o rd e d . Somehow th e  uowntons and Amis had

become te n a n ts ,  and su b seq u e n tly  owners, i n  t h e i r  p la c e  on ly  a few y e a rs  

l a t e r .  a  Thomas Down to n  i s  reco rd ed  a t  n a ld e r to n  i n  1538 and a John  Downton 

in  % d d le  i n  1542. These a r e  th e  e a r l i e s t  re fe re n c e s  t o  th e  fam ily . By 1544 

J<^in Downton had th e  l a r g e s t  farm  o f  136 a c r e s ,  George Downton took th e________

31 . B a r i .  S o c .,  op. c i t . ,  p . 167*
32 . Gough, p#137ff.
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s m a lle s t  w ith  39 a c r ^ ,  and th e  rem aining one o f  63 a c re s  was farm ed by

ü a l t e r  Amis o f  H e re fo rd s h ire , who came in to  th e  p a r is h  upon h i s  m arriage

(p o s s ib ly  to  a Teckowe;.

The Amis fam ily  co n tin u ed  to  l i v e  a t  a ld e r to n  th ro u g h o u t the  l a t e

s ix te e n th  and th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .  ü a l t e r  pu rchased  more la n d s  in

L opp ing ton , and  bequeathed  them to  h is  son , Thomas. He i n  h i s  tuxn was

succeeded  by h i s  so n , R o b e rt, who earned h is  l iv in g  r e a r in g  c a t t l e  and sh eep ,

and who p assed  h is  lan d s  on to  h i s  son , fv illiam  ( 1338-1634) ,  who se rv ed  a s

churchw arden and who was th ough t w e ll o f  by h is  n e ig h b o u rs . The Amis fam ily

n ev er o u i te  reach ed  g e n try  s t a t u s ,  and W illiam 's  c la im s w ere d isa llo w e d  by
33

th e  h e ra ld s  a t  th e  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  1623* Hut th ey  were s u b s ta n t i a l  yecxnen 

th ro u g h o u t t h i s  p e rio d . w i l l ia m 's  son , R obert Amis I I  (1 608 -1702 ;, l iv e d  to  

be 93, and  was tax ed  on th re e  h e a r th s  in  I 672. H is so n , R o b ert Amis I I I  

l iv e d  a t  v a r io u s  tim es a t  A ld e rto n , B a ld e rto n , Newton, and B roughton. One o f  

h is  so n s became a b a k e r and l iv e d  w e ll in  London, a n o th e r  e n te re d  in to  s e r v ic e  

w ith  a n o b le  fam ily  and e v e n tu a lly  had a farm  o f  h i s  own, one dau g h te r m arried  

and w ent to  l i v e  in  C h e sh ire , and a n o th e r  b rough t h e r  husband to  A ld e rto n .

Two o r  th r e e  o th e rs  d ied  young, le a v in g  th e  e ld e s t  so n , w illia m  Amis XI, to  

c o n tin u e  th e  l i n e  a f t e r  h is  f a t h e r 's  death  i n  1704*

The c h ie f  farm  a t  ; i ld e r to n  c o n s is te d  o f  91 a c re s  o f  f re e h o ld  lan d  around  

th e  H a l l ,  a n o th e r  45 a c re s  o f  f re e h o ld , h e ld  a t  a nom inal pepper c o m  r e n t  

from Myddle L o rd sh ip , a t  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  B ilm arsh , and  f u r t h e r  la n d  j u s t
. 34

a c ro ss  th e  P a rish  boundary in  B roughton. John J X m im h  I t  yeoman* h ad  two _ 
33* H a r l . S o c .,o p . c i t .
34* H a r l. S o c . ,  op. c i t . ,  p . l6 7 ,  reco rd s  an e a r l i e r  Jo h n , th e  f a th e r  

o f  t h i s  John .
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so n s and s i x  d au g h te rs  by  h is  second wife* Four o f  th e  d au g h te rs  p o s s ib ly  

d ie d  i n  c h ild h o o d , b u t Jan e  and i>iary grew up to  have a j o i n t  wedding to  two 

S h ro p sh ire  men on 4 th .  J u ly ,  1574* The younger so n , J<^n Downton I I  o f  

A ld e rto n , yeoman (1363*1629) a l s o  m arried  tw ice  and had a son  and a d au g h te r 

who e re  h e a rd  o f  no more a f t e r  t h e i r  b ap tism . This John  was re n t in g  la n d  

from th e  lo r d  i n  1599 and was l iv in g  somewhere in  A ld e rto n , b u t  t h i s  branch  

o f  th e  fa m ily  came to  an end upon h is  death  i n  1629*

John Downton I ' s  e ld e r  so n , Thomas, was b o m  i n  1544 and was s t i l l  a l iv e  

i n  1617* He, to o , was a yeorran and was known a s  Bayly Downton through  h o ld 

in g  th e  m an o ria l o f f ic e  o f  b a i l i f f  a f t e r  Morgan ap I r o b a r t .  "Hee b u i l t  f a i r e  

ba rn es end  b e a s t  houses upon th e  farm , which a re  y e t  [l70 i^  s ta n d in g . Hee 

had a f a i r e  round tow er o f  a dove house, which i s  now decayed". Thomas and 

h is  S h ro p s h ire  w ife ,  E l is a b e th ,  had f iv e  sons and two d a u g h te rs , b u t th re e  o f  

th e s e  c h i ld r e n  d ie d  w h ile  they  were s t i l l  young. One d au g h te r m arried  a 

Hodgkins o f  V:ebsoott Farm# Damuel, a l s o ,  m arried  and had a so n , b u t  th ey  a r e  

h e a rd  o f  no m ore, Roger moved to  I r e la n d ,  and John Downton I I I  (b o rn  1575) 

became th e  owner o f  A ld e rto n  H a ll and th e  f i r s t  to  b e  d e sc rib e d  i n  the p a r is h  

r e g i s t e r s  a s  gen tlem an . He a a r r i e d  th re e  tim es; th e  f i r s t  tim e to  C e c ily  

G rins e l l  o f  A S tley , by whom he  had a d a u g h te r , seco n d ly  to  E liz a b e th  Haynes o f 

B e tto n , who b o re  him a son  and h e i r ,  Thomas, and th i r d ly  to  A lic e , a d au g h te r 

o f  th e  Hodgkins fam ily  to  whom he was a lre a d y  r e l a t e d  by m arriag e , and who 

bore  him two sons and two d a u ^ t e r a .  John seens to  have p ro sp e red  a t  al4 

and h i s  fam ily  was a p rosperous one, s t i l l  a p p a re n tly  ho ld ing  t h e i r  own o r  

even r i s i n g  i n  th e  s o c ia l  s c a le .  He d ied  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  f b l l in g  i l l  in  

ilyddle  chu rch .
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The youngest d a u g h te r , Mary, d ie d  w h ile  she  was s t i l l  young, b u t  th e  

e ld e s t  one, D orothy, m arried  v.r* R ich a rd  C otton  o f  H aston and l iv e d  to  be 

n e a r ly  100# E liz a b e th  went to  s e r v ic e  w ith  S i r  i.ndrew C o rb e tt and  m arried  

a fe llo w -8 e rv a n t th e r e ,  and John Downton IV (b o rn  1618), th e  son  o f  th e  t h i r d  

m arriag e , m arried  a S h ro p sh ire  woman and b o u ^ t  la n d  i n  nearby l\o n e ley , b u t 

l a t e r  re tu rn e d  to  Myddle p a r is h  to  l i v e  f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  a t  „ e b so o tt  Farm, 

he had  no s u rv iv in g  c h i ld re n  a t  h i s  d e a th . The main l i n e  c o n tin u e d  w ith  

J o h n 's  l:ia If -b ro th e r , Thomas Downton I I ,  gentlem an (b o rn  16o9),  who was th e  

t h i r d  o f  fo u r  g e n e ra tio n s  to  marry tw ic e , and who l i k e  h i s  f a th e r ,  m arried  

i n to  a fam ily  w ith  whom he was a lre a d y  connected  by m arriage# h i s  f i r s t  w ife  

was C ilice , th e  s i s t e r  o f  h is  b ro th e r - in - la w , R ich ard  C o tto n , and th e  m arriage  

l a s t e d  tw enty-tw o years#  The on ly  d a u g h te r o f  h i s  second m arriag e  ( t o  a 

B rid g n o rth  widow) d ie d  a s  a c h i ld ,  a s  d id  ;.braham, B arah , and (p ro b ab ly ) 

G eorge, th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  h is  f i r s t  w ife . H is d a u g h te r , E liz a b e th , became thie 

housekeeper and th en  the  w ife  o f  . ,r .  R id ia rd  H iggins on o f  nem, and h i s  e ld e s t  

so n , John Downton V (b o m  1627) i n h e r i t e d  th e  fam ily  f re e h o ld s .

The nex t g e n e ra t io n  w itn esse d  a slump in  th e  f a m ily 's  fo r tu n e s .  John  V 

m arried  E liz a b e th  C au se r, th e  on ly  d au g h te r o f a i r i o r s  Lee j o in e r ,  who was 

"accom pted a g r e e t  fo r tu n e " . Her m arriag e  p o r t io n  was g iv en  to  J o h n 's  m other 

and f a th e r ,  who in  r e tu r n  gave up a l l  t h e i r  e s t a t e  a t  A ld e rto n . I n  1672 John 

was l iv in g  h e re  and paying  ta x  on fo u r  h e a r th s .  B ut th en  he had  " g r e a t  

ch arg es  i n  tiie  e d u ca tio n  o f  h i s  c h ild re n "  and heavy f in a n c ia l  lo s s e s  th rough  

pay ing  money f o r  s u re t ie s #  (B oth he and  G i t t in s  l o s t  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  money 

i n  t h i s  way, and i t  i s  on ly  th rough  uough th a t  one h e a rs  o f  i t#  One wonders 

how many more peo p le  s u f f e re d  lo s s e s  in  th is  way d u rin g  the  se v e n te e n th
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c e n tu ry )  • John f e l l  i n to  d e b t, and though h is  "v e ry  d is c r e e t  and  p ro v id en t"  

w ife  h e lp ed  to  m a in ta in  th e  fam ily  by s e l l i n g  a l e ,  i n  the  end he had to  s e l l  

h i s  la n d  to  h is  c o u s in , Ivx* P h i l l i p  C o tto n , who l e t  i t  to  ten an ts*  J o h n 's  

l i f e  ended m ise ra b ly , f o r  E liz a b e th  soon d ie d , and he was u n fo r tu n a te  in  h is  

second m arriage  to  a widow, a V<em ale-woman "w ith  whew hee l iv e d  a n  u n q u ie t 

l i f e  f o r  some yea r e s " .  He f i n a l l y  p e r  te d  fr<xn h e r  and soon a f t e r  d ie d ,  much 

red u ced  in  c irc u m sta n ce s .

f o r  h is  c h i ld re n ,  E liz a b e th , Sam uel, end (p ro b ab ly ) C h a rle s  d ie d  when 

th ey  were very  young, a n o th e r  E liz a b e th  m arried  IhoraBS Vaughan, a Shrew sbury 

in n -k e e p e r , but h e r  fat^her was so  poor t h a t  she was on ly  g iv en  £20 p o r t io n ,  

and Thomas Dewnton I I I  ( I 64I - I 696) , a f a i l e d  a t to r n e y ,  so  d is p le a s e d  h i s  

f a t h e r  ( i n  th e  days b e fo re  h is  b ank rup tcy ) by m arry ing  a woman w ith  o n ly  £100 

p o r t io n ,  t h a t  he gave him no la n d , end so Thomas was fo rce d  to  l i v e  on th e  

£100 end h is  poor p r a c t ic e  i n  Viem. However, he im proved h is  economic s ta n d 

ing  end by th e  end o f  h i s  l i f e  he was b e in g  d e sc r ib e d  as " o f  a ld e r to n ,  

yeoman". Perhaps he was th e  te n a n t  a t  h i s  f a t h e r 's  o ld  H a ll. He l e f t  two 

in v e n to r ie s ,  one v a lu e d  a t  £ 4 2 .1 7 s« 4 d ., and th e  o th e r  unvalued , b u t  l i s t i n g  

l iv e s to c k  t h a t  would add a n o th e r  £25*£30 to  h is  p e rso n a l e s t a t e .  % ith  him 

th e  main l i n e  o f  th e  Downtons came to  an  end.

The ju n io r  branch  o f  th e  Downtons s t a r t e d  w ith  George Downton o f  A ld e r

to n , yeoman, (d ie d  1587) ,  who was p o s s ib ly  th e  younger b r o th e r  o f  John  Downton 

I  o f  A ld e rto n  H a ll .  George farm ed 39 a c re s  a t  A ld e rto n  and had th e  s m a lle s t  

o f  th e  th re e  farm s, b u t  as h i s  w i l l  speaks o f  "my la n d lo rd  w illia m  N ico las"  

he m ust have been  r e n t in g  la n d  a s  w e l l ,  most l i k e l y  a s  s u b - te n a n t  a t  th e
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a d jo in in g  Broom huret /arm . H is p e rso n a l e s t a t e  a t  h is  d ea th  amounted to  

£123# 1 0 s.4 d * , a s u b s ta n t i a l  sum f o r  a yeoman o f  t h a t  tim e. He l e f t  a ewe 

lauib to  h i s  s e rv a n t ,  J a n e , end 5 s . to  th e  poor o f  th e  p a r is h ,  a f t e r  p ro v id in g  

h i s  c h i ld r e n ,  R ichard  and i ja rg a re t ,  w ith  "̂20 a p ie c e , and making s u re  th a t  h is  

widow, E liz a b e th , and h i s  e ld e r  son , i l l i a m ,  w ere w e ll  p rov ided  f o r .  JVo 

o th e r  c h i ld r e n ,  John end Ja n e , had d ied  many y e a rs  b e fo re .

w illia m  Downton ( 1560-1629) was a "p ruden t"  yeoman who re n te d  e x tra  lan d  

a t  b ilm arsh  in  a d d i t io n  to  h is  f a t h e r 's  lan d . He and h is  w ife , E l in o r ,  had 

fo u r  sons and one d a u g h te r , b u t  a l l  seem to  have d ie d  a s  c h ild re n  e x ce p t 

Samuel (b o rn  I606; . He "was crocke backd , had a g rim  sw arthy  com plec tion  and 

long  b la c k s  ha i r e .  But hee was n o t so  deformed i n  Body a s  debauched in  

b e h a v io u r” , and w ith  him th e  ju n io r  b ranch  o f  th e  Downtons began i t s  d e c l in e , 

" h is  p ru d en t F a th e r  ob se rv in g  th e  id le  and lewd c o u rse s  o f  h i s  son  so u g h t ou t 

a w ife  f o r  him i n  tim e " , and he m arried  E liz a b e th  b o t f i e ld  o f  N oneley, by 

whom he had two sons and f iv e  d a u g h te rs . D uring h e r  l i f e t im e  bam uel " l iv e d  

i n  good fa s h io n " , b u t  h i s  w ife  d ie d  w h ile  th e  d i i l d r e n  were s t i l l  young and , 

to  th e  d i s t r e s s  o f  h i s  c h i ld re n ,  Samuel m arried  h i s  s e rv a n t  g i r l .  The 

c h i ld r e n  a l l  l e f t  home to  go in to  s e rv ic e  as soon a s  th ey  co u ld . bamuel 

q u ic k ly  ra n  in to  d e b t and was fo rce d  to  s e l l  th e  la n d s  he had g a in e d  by h is  

f i r s t  w ife , b u t  he  c o u ld  n o t s e l l  h is  o r ig in a l  tenem ent a s  i t  was bound by 

h i s  f i r s t  roarriage  s e t t le m e n t  to  h is  h e i r s .  >11 he  co u ld  do was to  s e l l  i t  

f o r  h i s  l i f e ,  and , h e a r in g  o f  t h i s ,  h i s  son , Thomas, borrowed money from h is  

m as te r and pu rchased  th e  farm# bantuel l e f t  t o  s e l l  a l e  in  C ockshutt and f o r  

a tim e d id  w e l l ,  b u t  e v e n tu a lly  f e l l  in to  d e b t. He and h is  w ife  made a 

m oonligh t f l i g h t  in to  S ta f f o rd s h i r e ,  le a v in g  t h e i r  fo u r  c h ild re n  to  be  main
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t a in e d  by th e  p e r is h .  "Hee went a begg ing  l i k e  an  o ld  d e c r ip i t e  p e rso n  

and sh e  c a rry e d  a box w ith  p innes . . .  and la c e s .  But a f t e r  a w h ile  shee 

g o t t  a new Sparke t h a t  t r a v e l le d  th e  Country end w ent away w ith  him , and then  

t h i s  Samuel came a g a in  to  A ld e rto n  to  h is  so n , Thomas, who m ain ta in ed  him 

d u re in g  h i s  L if e " .

Thomas Downton, by h i s  parsim ony and h ard  work, rec o v ere d  much o f  what 

had been  l o s t .  he  managed to  pay o f f  a l l  th e  money he had borrowed and b u i l t  

up a good s to c k  o f  c a t t l e .  h u t  th en  he unexpec ted ly  m arried  a woman who n o t 

o n ly  b ro u g h t him n o th in g  b u t took away a l l  t h a t  he had . "Her name i s  

J u d i th  -  shee  was b rough t up a l l  h e r  l i f e t im e  a s  s e r v a n t  i n  some a leh o u se  o r  

o t i ie r ,  and  shee proved such a drunken woman as h a th  s c a rc e  beene h e a rd  of; 

shee  sp e n t h e r  h u sb a n d 's  e s t a t e  soe  f a s t  t h a t  i t  seemed in c r e d ib le  . . .  Her 

husband p a id  £10 a t  a tim e f o r  a le h o u se  s c o re s " .  Thornes d ie d  in  th e  c lo s in g  

y e a r s  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  w ith  h is  p o sse ss io n s  a lm ost gone, f o r  he was 

fo rc e d  to  s e l l  h i s  farm , t o  Rowland kuck les ton o f  O sw estry . ,.hat money he 

liad l e f t  was sp e n t by h i s  w ife  w i th in  a coup le  o f  y e a rs  o f  h is  d e a th , and in  

I 70I  sh e  was l iv in g  p o o rly  i n  a l i t t l e  house in  Myddle. She d ie d  a widow 

p auper i n  1735* The d e c l in e  o f  th e  Downtons was com plete .

(b) B ilm arsh  Farm

B ilm arsh  Farm had once been a conmon on th e  e a s te rn  boundary o f  th e  p a r is h  

o f  Jlyddle. F re e h o ld e rs  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  l602 su rv e y  were a b le  to  p re s e n t  

deeds t h a t  g ra n te d  la n d  in  B ilm arsh  a s  f a r  back as  tlie  tw e lf th  o r  t h i r t e e n t h  

c e n tu r ie s ,  b u t  a l o t  o f  la n d  rem ained as  a connnon u n t i l  i t  was f i n a l l y
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e n c lo se d  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  cen tury*  a t  th e  e n c lo su re , th e  f re e h o ld e rs  

added e x tra  a c re s  to  t h e i r  fe rn s  and the lo rd  c re a te d  an  e n t i r e l y  new farm  

f o r  h im s e lf ,  which he l e t  to  ten an ts*  The I 563 su rv e y o r n o ted  t h a t ,
35

"yvilliam  T entch h o ld e th  By lim a ra h  and i s  beh ind  f o r  5 y e a rs  r e n t " .  He was

g iv en  a n w  le a s e  a t  £4 p e r  annum, th e  same as he p a id  i n  1588, and th e  same

a s  was p a id  by Mr* Osmary H i l l  in  1602, H i l l  ex tended  th e  farm  by p u l l in g

down two s q u a t t e r s ' c o tta g e s  and e re c t in g  a house in  t h e i r  p la c e , i n  which he

Kept a f lo u r ish in g  sch oo l fo r  the sons o f  gentlem en. He a ls o  purchased two

o th e r  p ie c e s  o f  la n d  nearby  and  le a s e d  a tenem ent in  »,i th y fo rd .

Sometime in  the  e a r ly  1 6 5 0 's , h is  son , F ra n c is  H i l l ,  l e f t  to  l i v e  a t

B roughton upon p ro p e r ty  he had in h e r i te d  through h i s  w ife . F ra n c is  s o ld

B ilm arsh  Perm to  George Reve, a C hesh ire  man who came i n to  th e  p a r is h  a s  th e

te n a n t  o f B leep H a l l .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  say how la r g e  B ilm arsh Farm was a t

th i s  tim e , f o r  th e r e  had been c o n s id e ra b le  changes by th e  tim e o f  th e  1838

T ith e  Award, which p ro v id es th e  f i r s t  d e f in i te  in fo rm a tio n . But i t  must have

co v ered  some 10C45C a c r e s ,  perhaps a l i t t l e  more. Reve was a lr e a d y  te n a n t-

farming; some 260 a c re s  a t  S le e p  H a l l ,  so  th is  new le a s e  made him a w e a lth y

fa rm e r, one who co u ld  ran k  w ith  the  l a r g e s t  landow ners i n  the  p a r is h . A f te r

h is  d e a th , h i s  so n , F ra n c is ,  to d c  on a new 21 y e a r  l e a s e  (a s  th e  E a r l  o f

i^ id g e w a te r  would n o t  a t  t h a t  tim e allow  le a s e s  f o r  l i v e s / .  S e v e ra l o f
36

F r a n c is ' s i s t e r s  m arried  "good s u b s ta n t ia l  persons i n  t h i s  c o u n try " , end h is  

so n , N a th a n ie l, m arried  a S h ro p sh ire  woman w ith  £lOO p o r t io n . N a th a n ie l p u r-

35* H a r l. boo, op* c i t . .  H is c la im s to  g e n try  s t a tu s  were d isa llo w e d  
i n  1585.

36 . Gough, p p .75*78.
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chased  some new la n d  nearby , a t  L i t t l e  b ilm a rsh , b u t w hw  h is  le a s e  on th e  

o ld  farm  e x p ire d  he re fu se d  to  ta k e  a new le a s e  u n le s s  i t  was on h i s  own 

te rm s. he moved to  Brougiiton and b u i l t  a new house a t  L i t t l e  b i lm a rs h , and 

Thomas Hayward o f  neighbouring  T y lle y  became th e  new te n a n t a t  b ilm a rsh  Farm.

A h a t  had once been  s t a b le  p ro p e r ty  now changed hands a s  r a p id ly  a s  had 

b a ld e r to n  h a l l .  Upon th e  death  o f  h i s  g ra n d fa th e r ,  Hayward nx)ved back  to  

T y lle y  and s o ld  h is  le a s e  to  John ..a r in g , a Shrewsbury a t to rn e y , who may have 

been a r e l a t i o n  th ro u g h  m arriag e . But «.aring soon bought lands from  W illiam  

C rosse o f  Y orton and so ld  him th e  b ilm a rsh  le a s e  so  t h a t  he m ight have a 

p la c e  to  l i v e .  This C rosse had r i s e n  from a low ly  ra n k , b u t  b o th  he  end 

h is  w ife  "were bo th  overmuch a d d ic te d  to  d runkennesse , and i t  i s  noe m arv e ll 

t h a t  they  consumed th e  n a rr ia g e  p o r t io n  (which was c o n s id e ra b le /  i n  a s h o r t  

t im e , and a fte rv .a rd s  th e  lands . . .  hee and h i s  w ife  w ent day ly  to  th e  a l e 

ho u se , and soon a f t e r  th e  cows w ent t h i t h e r  a lsoe»  and when h i s  s to c k e  was 

sp e n t hee s o ld  h is  l e a s e  to  i^iathaniel Reve, and removed to  Shrew sbury, where 

he to d ce  a l y t l e  house on th e  ra c k  r e n t ,  and th e r e  fo llo w ed  th e  same way o f  

d r in k in g " . He d ie d  in  a dhirewsbury a le h o u se .

N a th an ie l Reve was th e  son o f  th e  N a th an ie l who had re fu s e d  th e  new 

le a s e .  A ccording to  Gough, he w anted th e  f a m  f o r  s e n tim e n ta l re a so n s , 

b u t  he was hand icapped  by h is  s p e n d th r i f t  and c r ip p le d  b r o th e r ,  G eorge, and 

a f t e r  t ry in g  to  pay t h i s  b r o th e r 's  d e b ts ,  ended up i n  gao l w ith  him . He was 

fo rc e d  to  s e l l  L i t t l e  b ilm arsh  and when he came o u t o f  g ao l he h e ld  b o th  

b ilm arsh  farms on th e  rack  r e n t .  a f t e r  h is  d e a th , 6Ir. R obert F in ch  o f  Cock

s h u t t ,  who had lo an e d  him £20 to  buy th e  b ilm arsh  l e a s e ,  became te n a n t ,  and 

was th e r e  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  Uie se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .



184.

le ) The m l l lm

H o llin s  Fsrm i s  e p e c u l ia r  l i t t l e  a d ju n c t  to  th e  aou th -w eet c o rn e r  o f

Fyddle p e r is h ;  « r e c ta n g u la r  lim b su rro u n d ed  on th r e e  s id e s  by lan d s  t h a t
37

l i e  in  ne ig h b o u rin g  p e rish es*  G ough's su g g e s tio n  th a t  i t  was « d a iry  

house b e lo n g in g  to  ttie  C a s tle  i s  a re e so n e b le  one , f o r  i t  ap p ea rs  a s  an 

append ix  to  th e  Css t i e  Farm a s  i f  p a s tu re s  had been c le a r e d  o f  th e  h o l l i e s  

t h a t  gave i t  i t s  nsms# I t  i s  a com pact farm  o f  128 s o re s  o r  so  on th e  f a r  

a id e  o f  th e  perk*

There i s  a la r g e  tu rn -o v e r  o f  n&xes in  th e  m an o ria l r e n t a l s  f o r  H o llin s

F e ra , and th i s  does n o t augur w e ll f o r  i t s  p ro sp e rity *  The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s

d e s c r ib e  Thooss K in a s to n , gen tlem an , a s  o f  the  H o ll in s  i n  1541» and he stay

f e l l  have been th e re  s in c e  th e  o a n o r is l  r o l l s  began i n  1>26* how ever, when

thte f i r s t  m an o ria l su rvey  was cad e , i n  1 5 b j, i t  was le a s e d  by Roger ï'j»mmr

o f  k a r to n  a t  a n  annual r e n t  o f  £ l * 3 s * ^ ,  o r  3 ?"  n ob les  in  the  a n c ie n t

reck o n in g . by th e  tim e o f  th e  1588 su rvey  i t  lied changed hands a g a in , f o r
36

a Mr# R ic m rd  ^ o w e ll, o t i : e r f i s e  unknown i n  K yddls, was now th e  owner* In  

16l2 h e  was paying  th e  san e  £1*3s *m1* r e n t  and an  e n try  f in e  o f  «6*13s*4d*, 

d e te rm in a b le  upon th re e  l i v e s .  Ho^sr H»nn#r had changed th e  te n u re  from a t  

w i l l  to  th re e  l i v e s  in  1568, and  th e  te rn s  re n a in e d  th e  same u n t i l  th e  new 

round  o f  b a w i n i n g  betw een 1637 and 1642. By 1634, however, th e  H o ll in s  

had ^ a s e d  to  a iw th e r  o u ts id e r ,  a gentlem an c a l le d  Jo h n  C osse, and  by 1638 

i t  was le a s e d  by I l l i a m  C lay ton .

The p e r is h  r e g i s t e r s  re c o rd  a a e  o f  th e  s u b - te n a n ts .  a s  Humphrey 

37* Gough, p . 51*
3 8 . Har l .  . 00. .  op . c i t .  h is  c la im s to  g en try  s t a t u s  were d isa llo w e d  in  

1585,  when he was r e e l d w t  in  th e  L ib e r ty  o f  Shrew sbury.
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R eynolds i s  r e f e r r e d  to  in  I 58O end a g a in  upon h is  d e a th  in  1627 as be in g  o f  

th e  H o l l in s ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  farm  was s p l i t  i n to  tw o, f o r  a ls o  men

tio n e d  a r e  John T revor (1 5 9 2 ), Jacob  Benion (1 6 1 2 ), and Jacob Vernon ( l 6 2 j ) ,  

Æ e T revors came from lie d n a ll , b u t the  o tiie r  two a re  s tra n g e  names t o  Laddie* 

^ ey n c ld s  however, was here  f o r  a long  tim e , and  i t  was by m arrying h is  

d a u g h te r  U ie t 1. i l l i a m  C lay ton  f i r s t  became u n d e r - te n a n t , and th en  f u l l - t e n a n t  

when th e  lo rd  in c re a s e d  th e  e n try  f in e s ,  f o r  Gosse seen» to  have d isa p p ea red  

fat j u s t  a b o u t t h i s  time* By I 64I  i l l i a m  C lay ton  was paying th e  same annual 

r e n t  o f  B l .5s . 4d . ,  b u t th e  e n try  f in e  had gone up from  B6 . 15s . 4 d̂* to  no le s s  

th a n  4-139, o f  which he had p a id  B l2b . Hie farm  a t  t h i s  tim e c o n s is te d  o f  

th e  b u i ld in g ,  o rc h a rd , and y a rd s , th re e  p a rc e ls  o f  la n d , th e  Head Lyons, wood

la n d  d iv id e d  in to  th re e  p a r t s ,  and a p a rc e l o f  meadow, a t o t a l  o f  128 a c re s  

in  a l l .

I I i l l ia m  C lay ton  took  o u t a l e a s e  on thie l iv e s  o f  th re e  o f  h i s  so n s . he 

had e ig h t c h i ld r e n ,  b u t a t  l e a s t  two, and p o s s ib ly  fo u r ,  d ied  w h ile  th e y  were 

young. B ut when h e , to o , d ie d  i n  I 66I ,  he cou ld  c a l l  h im se lf  yeoman and h is  

sm a ll e s t a t e  seemed s e c u re . One o f  h is  so n s , R ich a rd , had caused  him tro u b le  

by  le a v in g  h i s  w ife  and c i i i ld  and going to  l i v e  w ith  a n o th e r  woman o u ts id e  th e  

co u n ty , and he had a ls o  been  d is p le a s e d  when F ra n c is ,  h i s  e ld e s t  so n , had 

m arried  th e  r e c t o r 's  V>elsh s e r v a n t - g i r l ,  and he had g iv en  him l i t t l e ,  i f  any

th in g ,  du ring  h is  l i f e .  But Samuel had s e t t l e d  down to  m arried  l i f e  in  Bes- 

ch u rch , and Is a a c  had had a good p o r t io n  w ith  h i s  w ife .  W illiam  had BIO4 

in  bonds when he d ie d , and a f t e r  g iv in g  40s .  to  th e  p o o r, and 5s . 3d. to  th e  

r i n g e r s ,  appears to  have d iv id e d  h i s  p ro p e r ty  amongst h i s  so n s , so  t h a t  bo th



186.

I s a a c  and F ra n c is  had h a l f  th e  le a s e  each . The farm  may have been  o r ig in 

a l l y  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e ,  f o r  bamuel d ied  (when he was 44/ a t  the  H o ll in s ,  

n o t much more than  two y e a rs  a f t e r  h is  f a th e r ,  w ith  tine t i t l e  o f yeoman and
39

p e rso n a l e s t a t e  w orth  B 42 .12s.0d .

I s a a c  co n tin u ed  to  l i v e  i n  th e  o ld  house a t  t h a t  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  

which made h is  ne ighbou rs unsu re  w hether to  c a l l  him husbandman o r  yeoman.

He m arried  a S h ro p sh ire  woman and had two d au g h te rs  and a so n , Y ,illiam . 

M eanwhile, F ra n c is  had b u i l t  a n o th e r  sm a ll house f o r  h im s e lf  and supplem ented  

h is  farm  e a rn in g s  by w orking as a t a i l o r .  He, to o , had  th re e  c h i ld re n  end 

th e  e ld e s t  was named V illia m . In  th e  H earth  Tax r e tu r n s  o f  1672 I s a a c  had

two h e a r th s  and F ra n c is  had one. 'ihen undeserved  i l l - l u c k  s t ru c k  them b o th . 

J o u ^  t e l l s  th e  s to ry .  "The E a rle  o f  B r id g e w a te r 's  o f f i c e r s  gave n o t ic e  t o  

th e  te n a n ts  th a t  any p e rso n  th a t  had a l i f e ,  o r  l i v e s ,  i n  a l e a s e ,  m ight have 

them exchanged, b u t  noe more l iv e s  p u t t  i n to  th e  l e a s e .  Upon t h i s ,  I s a a c  

C lea to n  d e s i r e d  h is  B ro tlie r  F ra n c is , t h a t  hee m ight exchange F ra n c is  h i s  l i f e  

and p u t t  in  a n o th e r , w hich was ag reed  upon; and Isa a c  took  a new le a s e ,  and 

p u t t  i n  h is  son  i . i l l i a m 's  l i f e  end gave s e c u ry ty  th a t  F ra n c is  sh o u ld  hould  

th e  one h a lf e  d u rin g  h i s  l i f e .  But i t  happened th a t  I s a a c  dyed, and h i s  son 

w illia m  proved a bad husband, and sp e n t most o f  h is  e s t a t e  and th en  dyed; so e  

t h a t  th e  le a s e  was e x p ire d . The s e c u ry ty  g iv en  to  F ra n c is  was become poore  

and n o t r e s p o n s ib le .  F ra n c is  was s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  and l o s t  a l l #  H is son 

w illia m  tooke th e  farm s on th e  ra c k s  r e n t ;  and du re ing  h i s  f a t h e r 's  l i f e ,  

which was many yea r e s ,  hee payd r e n t ,  and now, h i s  f a th e r  b se in g  l a t e l y  dead ,

59# Samuel C lay ton  was ta x e d  on 1 h e a r th  i n  1662, im m edia te ly  a f t e r  Is a a c
C lay to n , IR .O . E. 17 9 /2 5 ^3 5 *
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he h o ld s  th e  ferm e". The m anoria l re c o rd s  h e lp  to  f i l l  i n  th e  d e t a i l s .

The le a s e  i n  w hich Is a a c  in s e r te d  h i s  won, w il l ia m 's  name, i s  d a ted  2 4 th .

A pril, 1682, and f.illia m , the son of Francis, started  on a rack-rent of 

B2C p .a . on iCth. February 1693/2. He survived, and raised  a family of three 

da u t t e r s  and two sons, who carried the Clayton name on in to  the eighteenth  

century.

(d) w ebsoott Farm

w eb sco tt Farm belonged  in  the  s ix te e n th  end  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  to  " th a t
40

a n c ie n t  and w orthy  fam ily  o f  th e  Thorns es o f  b h e lv c k e" , who p a id  an  an n u a l 

c h ie f  r e n t  o f  I d .  i n  l i e u  o f  th e  a n c ie n t ch arg e  o f  a p a i r  o f  g i l t  s p u rs .  The 

Thorns es escaped  having  t i i e i r  lan d  e sch e a te d  i n  th e  m iddle s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , 

b u t  from t h a t  tim e th e re  was s tra ig i^ it-fo rw ard  d e sc e n t u n t i l  th e  l a s t  o f  th e  

fam ily  s o ld  th e  farm to  h i s  b r o th e r - in - la w , Thomas iT ic e ,  n e a r  th e  end o f  th e  

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . The fam ily  never r e s id e d  in  Myddle end l e t  t h e i r  farm  

to  te n a n ts .  I t  has a lre a d y  been su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  Genckys fam ily  was th e r e  

i n  th e  1 5 2 0 's . O r ig in a l ly ,  th e re  w ere two houses on th e  farm ; H igher Web- 

s c o t t  on th e  o r ig in a l  s i t e ,  and Lower V^ebscott n e a re r  Hazmer. The low er 

house was occupied  d u ring  th e  e a r ly -se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  by th e  i'w isse  fam ily  

and th en  by R obert Orred who s o ld  a le  th e re  u n t i l  i t  was p u lle d  down a f t e r  

th e  C iv i l  > a r s .

h ig h e r  Iwebscott was farm ed by Thomas Hodgkins o r  H oskins "who had  a good 

e s t a t e  in  la n d s  and hcaises in  R uyton". Both h i s  son  and h is  d au g h te r m a rrie d

Lowntons o f  ^ Id e r to n . Thoaas was p rosperous and  s ty l e d  him  ## g sn tlsm sn .

40 . Gough, p . 120.
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b u t h i s  son  and namesake f e l l  in  th e  way o f  so  many o th ers#  "fie was a good 

f a th e r  and good farm er, a good C la ik e , and a good com panion, and th a t  m arred 

a l l .  flee sp e n t h is  ^ t a t e  f a s t e r  th an  h i s  a n c e s to rs  g o t t  i t t ,  and tooke noe 

c a re  to  le a v e  somewhat to  m a in ta in  him in  h i s  o ld  a g e" . he had to  s e l l  h is  

« .ebsoott l e a s e  and " a l l  th e  household  goods even to  th e  > < ainscott". He was 

m a in ta in ed  on c f ia r ity  by h is  so n - in r la w , b u t  h i s  second w ife , a r i c h  Eewton 

widow, had "no th in g  to  m a in ta in  h e r s e l f  b u t t  what ne ighbours s e n t ,  ^ n d  s h ^  

dyed in  a poore  c o tta g e  in  g r e a t  p o v e rty " .

Hodgkins was succeeded  a t  k e b sc o tt  by John Down ton  IV and th en  by  R ich ard  

n ig h t in g a le ,  who l e f t  upon h i s  m arriage . He was fo llo w ed  by W illiam  H igginsonj 

yeoman, who had over k l 60 w orth o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  upon h is  d ea th  in  1664. 

h is  son  and namesake, "a p a in e f u l l  la b o r io u se  man and a good husband", took a 

le a s e  a t  an  easy ra c k  r e n t  f o r  tliree  l iv e s  and was h e re  in  1672, bu t h i s  son , 

Jo h n , f e l l  in to  deb t and had to  s e l l  th e  le a s e  to  a n i l l i a m  Jen k s  o f  S to c k e t t .

A t  th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu ry  a n o th e r  man, Ralph Vaughan, iw s te n a n t .  The owner

sh ip  o f  th e  farm  had been s t a b l e ,  b u t  th e  te n a n ts  had changed s e v e ra l  t im e s .

X X X X X X

T his d e ta i l e d  exam ina tion  o f tixe l a r g e s t  farm s w ith in  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle 

r e v e a ls  a s e c t io n  o f  th e  conxuunity t h a t  was f a r  from s t a t i c .  Vezy few o f  th e  

w e a ltf i ie s t  fa m ilie s  had been  r e s id e n t  h e re  f o r  more th an  a cen tu ry  and t h e i r  

6 L ories a r e  j u s t  ab o u t a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  they  can be: th e  man who d ie d  i n  a

drunken s tu p o r  in  a low ly Shrewsbury a le -h o u se  r e p re s e n ts  one extrem e; th e
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ta n n e rs  who had r i s e n  to  com parative  sp len d o u r a t  36arton H a ll  and C a s tle
one

Farm i l l u s t r a t e  th e  o ther*  Even i f /  acknowledges t h a t  some o f  the newcomers 

Came from a l im i te d  group o f  ne ighbouring  p a r is h e s , th e  m o b il i ty  aioongst 

t h i s  c la s s  was c o n s id e ra b le .

Two fa m il ie s  th a t  were amongst tlie  most s t a b le  w ere a b se n te e s  and can  

th e re fo re  be excluded  from th e  cocm unity. The Maynwarings had been a t  b le e p

H all a s  f a r  back a s  1524 and younger sons had l iv e d  th e r e  f o r  a tim e, b u t  f o r  

most o f th e  s ix te e n th  and th roughou t the  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th ey  l iv e d  on 

t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  e s ta te s  i n  C hesh ire  end l e t  t h e i r  Myddle p ro p e r ty  to  te n a n ts .  

The Thorns es n e v e r r e s id e d  a t  .«ebscott and in  f a c t  had d ie d  o u t a l to g e th e r  

by the c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . Only the  Harmiers end the  Ci t  t i n s  es 

cou ld  c la im  to  have been r e s id e n t  g en try  th roughou t E liz a b e th a n  and b t u a r t  

ti 'iie s . Both o f them came in to  Myddle in  th e  second q u a r te r  o f  the  s ix te e n th  

c e n tu ry , and bo th  expanded t h e i r  e s t a t e s ,  only  to  d e c lin e  a l i t t l e  in  l a t e r  

y e a rs . how ever, even a f t e r  t h e i r  lo s s e s ,  th ey  were s t i l l  acknowledged a s  

b e in g  in  th e  v e ry  to p  ran k  o f  iiyddle s o c ie ty .  The « a tk in s  fam ily  a l s o  

e n te re d  th e  p a r ia h  upon t h e i r  purchase  o f  o h o tto n  H a ll in  1629. by th e  end 

o f  tiie  c e n tu ry  th ey  had been th e re  f o r  th re e  g e n e ra tio n s  and e v e n tu a lly  o u t

l iv e d  b o th  o f  th e  o th e r  two.

Both th e  G i t t in s e s  and the  N icholas fam ily  o f  b a ld e r to n  h a l l  seeded  

d e s t in e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  then® elves above th e  o th e r  g e n try  f a m i l ie s ,  b u t they  

w ere un ab le  to  r e t a i n  th e  farm s th ey  had er^grossed. The G it  t i n s  es f e l l  

back to  t h e i r  o ld  l e v e l ,  and th e  N icho lases c ra sh e d  in to  b an k ru p tcy . Only 

th e  / i tc h e r le y s  w ere s u c c e s s fu l  i n  eng rossing  f a n u i .  ^«ithin f i f t y  y e a rs  o f
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t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a s  younger sons o f n e ig hbou ring  tan n e rs  they  were to  be th e  

l a r g e s t  landow ners in  th e  perish*  By th e  end o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  

they may be in c lu d e d  a s  a fo u rth  fam ily  to  have ach iev ed  s t a b i l i t y  h e re , and 

e v e n tu a lly  they  became th e  lo n g e s t- e s ta b l i s h e d  o f  them a l l#

A t l e a s t  some f a m i l ie s ,  tki e re  f o r e ,  were bo th  r i c h  and s ta b le *  ih e  

G it t i n s  fbm ily  l o s t  E agle Farm th rough  s ta n d in g  r i s k y  s u r e t i e s ,  b u t w ere a b le  

to  keep  C a s tle  Farm and t h e i r  freeh o ld s*  But s ta n d in g  s e c u r i ty  b ro u g h t abou t 

th e  conip lete  dow nfall o f  th e  Downton f a n i ly  o f  ^ Id e r to n  H ell* O th e rs , l i k e  

th e  C lay to n s  o f  th e  H o ll in s ,  f e l l  upon h a rd  t in e s  th rough  th e  m is fo rtu n e  o f  

two u n tim e ly  d e a th s , and o th e rs  went bank rup t througli o v er-s i)ecu l8 tio n *  

n i l l i a m  N icho las l o s t  a l l  a t  B a ld e r to n  H a ll, and tv/o ohrew sbury d ra p e rs  who 

bouglit th e  f re e h o ld  o f  B a ld e rto n  H all i n  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  bo th  had  to  

r e l in q u is h  i t  when t h e i r  London ccffinections went bankrupt* ' / i l l  t h i s  i s  

f a m i l ia r  to  th e  person  l iv in g  in  the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry , b u t  what i s  s u r p r i s in g  

i s  th e  number who l i t e r a l l y  drank tiien ae lv es  in to  debt* Thofiiaa Hodgkins o f  

« lebsco tt was t^erhaps th e  w o rst example o f  a l l*  Both he and h is  f a th e r  cou ld  

d e sc r ib e  theuiselves a s  gen tlem en, he made two good m a rr ia g e s , he was an  a b le  

fa ru e r  and an  educa ted  and J o v ia l  man, b u t  he ended up hav ing  to  s e l l  h is  

f u r n i tu r e  and depend upon c h a r ity *  « i l l ia m  C rosse o f  L ilm arsh  arank  h im se lf  

in to  p o v e rty  and th en  to  d e a th , end a t  B a ld e rto n  h a l l  b o th  lic h e e l Chambre end 

ihoines h a i l  a lm ost ru in e d  them selves by d rin k in g  and by t h e i r  debauched 

bei'iaviour* f i n a l l y ,  when i t  seemed t h a t  Thomas Downton o f  A ld e rto n  H e ll was 

.'managing to  recoup  some o f  h is  f a t h e r 's  lo s s e s  he  m arried  a w ife  who sp e n t 

a l l  h i s  la b o r io u s ly -g a th e re d  c a p i ta l  a t  an in c r e d ib le  speed» "Her husband
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p a id  BlO a t  a tim e  f o r  a le h o u se  s c o re s " .

To .Tatch th e  s t a b le  f e ia i l ie s  w ere th o se  farms w ith  a r a p id  tu rn o v e r  o f  

p e rso n n e l. B a ld e r to n  K a li was s o ld  to  one f re e h o ld e r  a f t e r  a n o th e r; th e  

ovmers o f  V .ebscott had a su c c e ss io n  o f  te n a n ts  to  f in d ;  and  th e  l o r d 's  s te w ard  

had s im i l a r  t r o u b le  w ith  B ilm areh . D uring th e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry  th e re  were s ix  su c c e s s iv e  t e i» n ta  a t  B ilm arsh  and f iv e  a t  « e b s c o tt .

The chances o f  r e ta in in g  o n e 's  p o sse ss io n s  once th e  c o v e ted  rank o f  p e a sa n t-  

g e n try  had been  reached  w ere abou t 50 :50  i n  ^ydd le  d u rin g  th e  l a t e  s ix te e n th  

and th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .

X X X X X X

( i i i )  The Tenenents

The tenem ents were s u b s ta n t i a l ly  s m a lle r  than th e  fa rm s, b u t c o n s id e ra b ly  

l a r g e r  than  th e  c o t ta g e s .  Gough i s  c a r e f u l  to  d is t in g u is h  th e  th r e e  c la s s e s .  

Exact a c re a g e s  f o r  th e  tenem ents a re  liard  to  come by a s  mar^y o f  them had been 

engrossed  by th e  tim e o f th e  T ith e  i.v.ard o f  1838, which i s  th e  f i r s t  d e ta i l e d  

su rvey  th a t  i s  a v a i la b le .  Wie l o r d 's  tenem ent in  Newton was 79 a c re s  a t  

t h a t  tim e , and a s  i t  was su rrounded  by f re e h o ld  lan d s  i t  i s  l i k e ly  t h a t  t h i s  

was th e  o r ig in a l  s i z e .  But th e  o th e r  te n  en: en t s  a r e  u n re c o g n isa b le , and on ly  

a few s iz e s  can be  worked o u t from th e  se v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  m anorial surveys* 

b icdcleys ' tenem ent in  Brandwood was a la rg e  one o f  86 a c re s  in  1617, and  i n  

the  su rv e y  o f  l602 th e  V atson  tenetnent i n  th e  a d jo in in g  D lv i in  Wood was 88 

acres*  These seem to  have been u n u su a lly  l a r g e ,  end th ey  w ere p robab ly  o f
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t h i s  s i z e  because  th e  la n d  was amongst th e  p o o re s t i n  th e  parish*  In d eed , 

a la r g e  p a r t  o f  . .e ts o n 's  lan d  was s t i l l  d e sc r ib e d  a s  B u rl to n  moor.

The fo u r  tenem ents a t  H oulston  c o u ld  only  have av erag ed  37 a c re s  each , 

f o r  tlie  whole tow nship  on ly  covered  14%  acres*  In  l^yddle, A i l l i a m  G osling  

ex tended  h i s  p o sse ss io n s  u n t i l  he had a t o t a l  o f  58 a c r e s ,  b u t  Hodden's 

te n e re n t  was sm a lle r  w ith  44 a c re s ,  and H u n t's  tenem ent only  covered  20 a c r e s .  

Many o f  th e  p o o re r  tenem ents in  i yddlewood were s m a lle r  s t i l l ,  wijbh s e v e ra l  

b e in g  u n der 10 acres*  Even so , moat o f  th e s e  lan d s  su p p o rte d  husbandmen 

and yeomen, some o f whom were a ls o  craftsm en* But younger sons end th o se  

who w ere dogged by  i l l - l u c k  o r  were sim ply  incom peten t had to  tu rn  to  la b o u r

ing  a s  w e l l .  F o r a l l  o f  th e se  teneiaent fa rm e rs , t h e i r  conmon r ig h ts  were o f  

fundam ental in$)orta n c e , f o r  th ey  were p a s to r a l  farm ers who w ere dependent 

upon th e  cotimon g ra z in g  grounds*

The v i l l a g e  o f  iÿ d d le  co n ta in e d  two la rg e  farm s ( th e  C a s tle  and th e  

a g l e ) , w h ile  on th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  th e  tow nship  th e re  was th e  sm a lle r  farm  o f 

th e  H o llin s*  In  th e  v i l l a g e  th e re  was a ls o  th e  personage and two f re e h o ld  

tenem en ts, be long ing  to  th e  G it t in s  fam ily  and 'üie L lo y d s, and s ix  tenem ents 

and two h a lf - te n e m e n ts  t h a t  were re n te d  from th e  lo rd*  T h is makes s t o t a l  

o f  14 h o ld in g s , which i s  id e n t ic a l  w ith  th e  nurrher re c o rd e d  i n  th e  m ano ria l 

r o l l s  i n  1538, b u t  two s h o r t  o f th e  number in  1542* The le y - s u b s id ie s  name 

n in e  peop le  i n  1524, and 13 i n  1544* By the  end o f th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu ry  

th e re  were a ls o  a t  l e a s t  s i x  c o tta g e s  in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  no more farm s o r  

ten em en ts . The expansion  th a t  undoubted ly  took  p la c e  w i th in  th e  p a r is h  

d u rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  was m ainly i n  th e  form er woodland a r e a s ,  and
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n o t 80 much w ith in  th e  o r ig in a l  v illa g e *  The shape o f  th e  v i l l a g e  had 

a lre a d y  been d e fin e d  by 1524*

In  th e  iiam let o f  w r to n  d u ring  the  l a t e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e re  were 

th e  farm  end th e  tellem ent t i ia t  had oeen engrossed  by th e  A tc iie r le y s , Haniner's 

farm , a f re e h o ld  tenem ent re n te d  ou t by th e  A tc h e r le y s , t i i re e  o th e r  sm a ll f r e e 

h o ld s t i i a t  were ow .ner-occupied, s ix  tene;>ents th a t  w ere re n te d  from th e  lo r d ,  

and a t  l e a s t  two c o tta g e s  -  a t o t a l  o f  15 b u ild in g s*  This compares w ith  the  

11 peop le  named in  1533, th e  l i s t e d  in  1542, and th e  12 who were a s se s s e d  

in  th e  la y  su u s id y  o f  1544» so* , once a g a in , th e  p o p u la tio n  had a lm o st 

reached  i t s  ;naximum by tiie  re ig n  o f Henry VIII* In  betw een iiydcile and :.3ar$M^ 

however, tiie re  were s i x  te n e ..e n ts  and a t  l e a s t  e ig h t  c o tta g e s  there^w ere  

c re a te d  d u rin g  the l a t e - s ix t e e n th  and th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s*  A ll th e se  

p ro p e r t ie s  la y  i n  th e  o ld  Ayddlewood and were re n te d  from th e  lo rd  a t  6d* 

an acre*  They housed a group o f peop le  who were g e n e ra l ly  much p o o re r  th a n  

-he o th e r  ten em en t-fa ru » rs*

N earby, i n  jjrandwood and D iv lin  » ood th e re  w ere s i x  tenem ents o f  v a ry in g  

s i z e ,  and one co ttage*  'These woods had been f e l l e d  b e fo re  iJyddlewood and th e  

tenem ents were much la rg e r*  The p o p u la tio n  p re s su re  had n o t been so a c u te
/ V ' *

when th e se  new lan d s  were f i r s t  c u lt iv a te d *  ü sm all group o f  t a i l o r —farm ers 

became es tab  lia ised  h e re ,  and some o f  them grew r i c h  enough to  be  d e sc r ib e d  a s  

yeomen* beyond th e se  woods la y  the tow nship o f  H oulston  w ith  i t s  fo u r  sm a ll 

f re e h o ld  tenem ents, and u a ld e r to n  which a ls o  c o n ta in e d  fo u r  s n a i l  f re e h o ld s  

a s  w e ll  a s  i t s  h a l l  u n t i l  th ey  were a l l  eng rossed  in to  one e s t a t e  in  th e  m iddle
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o f  the  e ig h te e n th  cen tury*  F u r th e r  a lo n g  th e  lan e  th e re  were two f re e h o ld  

tenem ents and a h e l l  in  a ld e r to n ,  and nearby  a t  New to n -  on- th  e -H il l  th e  lo r d  

h e ld  one la rg e  tenem ent o f  79 a c r e s ,  b u t th e  r e s t  o f  th e  ham let was farm ed 

by th re e  yeomen f re e h o ld e rs  and a few c o t ta g e r s .

At th e  m ost, th e n , th e r e  were 11 fa  n i»  and 40 tenem ents and h a l f -  

tenem ents w ith in  th e  p a r is h ,  making a t o t a l  o f 59* oome o f  th e s e , l i x e  th e  

s ix  sm a ll tenem ents in  Myddlewocd, w ere c re a te d  a f t e r  1563, w hw  th e  d io cesan  

r e tu rn s  reco rd ed  54 househo lds i n  th e  p e r is h  o f  !4yddle* b u t th e re  must have 

been v e ry  few c o tta g e s  a t  th e  tim e t h a t  th e  census was ta k e n ; th e  b u lk  o f  th e  

p o p u la tio n  w ere fa rm ers , and th e  g r e e t  m a jo r ity  o f  them l iv e d  in  th o se  houses 

t h a t  were s m a lle r  than  th e  fa rm -houses, and which Cough d is t in g u is h e d  a s  

icnen»nta*  T h is  i s  b o m e  o u t by  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  o c cu p a tio n s  in  th e  p a r is h  

a g is te r s *  D uring th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  a la rg e  number o f  la b o u re rs  e re c te d  

net* c o tta g e s  i n  th e  p a r is h ,  b u t  by 1701 th e  tenem en t-fa rm ers  were s t i l l  th e  

Jôckbone o f the  coirmunity and ( a p a r t  from one o r  two g e n try , the  lo n g e s t-  

e s ta b l is h e d  fa m ilie s  in  th e  parish*  A hundred y e a rs  l a t e r ,  most o f t h e i r  

Lands have been engrossed  and a lm ost a l l  o f  th e  f a m i l ia r  names had gone*

(a) ’.'vddle

1* The house a t  tlie  h ig h e r  w e ll

There w ere two sm a ll f re e h o ld s  i n  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  A^ddle -  th re e  i f  one 

in c lu d e s  th e  parsonage house* One o f th e s e  was a ha If- te n e m e n t known as
41

th e  house by the  h ig h e r  w e l l ,  t h a t  s to o d  a few y a rd s  up th e  road  to  th e

4 1 * The w e ll can s t i l l  be seen*
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w est o f  th e  church , on th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  ro ad  to  'T y le r 's  house 

v/hich i s  s t i l l  s tand ing*  I t  w&s bougtit by th e  G i t t i n s  fam ily  sometime 

au rin g  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  s ix tee n ti:i c en tu ry  from th e  B an este ra  o f  

l ia d n a ll ,  who w ere a n c ie n t  ov,ners w ith in  th e  p a rish *  The ü ^ t thews fam ily  had 

re n te d  t i i i s  sm a ll tenem ent, to g e th e r  w ith  a wood leasow  o f  14 a c re s  be lo n g in g  

to  th e  lo rd*  T here  were tf^atthews th e re  in  tiie  e a r ly  m anorial r o l l s  o f  

1529,  1538 and 1542, b u t  upon th e  dea th  o f  . . i l l ia m  i^ tth e w s  in  th e  e a r ly  

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  G i t t in s  fam ily  used th e  house f o r  younger meirioers 

o f  t h e i r  own fam ily*

2* The x.loyda* fre e h o ld

The o th e r  f re e h o ld  belonged  to  th e  L loyds and c o n s is te d  o f  a house and

lan d s n e a r  th e  n o rth  door o f 1-ÿddle church . They a ls o  owned a f re e h o ld
42

tenem ent i n  H ou lston , and acc o rd in g  to  Gough, th ey  were p o s s ib ly  tlie  most 

i n d e n t  fam ily  in  th e  v il la g e *  à  John l lo y d  i s  named i n  th e  su b s id y  r o l l s  

o f  b o th  1524 and 1544, and i n  th e  m anoria l r o l l s  o f  1528-42* Ih e  i» r i s h

r e g i s t e r s  re c o rd  th e  death  o f  th re e  su c c e ss iv e  John  Lloyds ( i n  1542, I 568, 

and I 58I)  who were fan n e rs  i n  Nyddle* t hen John  L loyd  I I  d ie d , h is  p e rso n a l 

e s t a t e  was a p p ra is e d  a t  4^20, which was la r g e ly  acc o u n te d  f o r  by Ll7*6a*8d* 

w orth o f  farm  goods* In  h is  w i l l  he m entioned h i s  so n s , John I I I ,  iis lp h , 

and Hugh, and th e  r e g i s t e r s  a ls o  re c o rd  a fo u r th  so n , R ichard , who had  d ied  

se v en te en  y e a rs  b e fo re  h is  fa th e r*

4 2 * Cough, p*53*
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John L loyd I I I  d ie d  in  I 56I  and may n o t have had any fam ily  to  succeed  

him# The main l i n e  was co n tin u ed  w ith  h is  b ro th e r ,  Ralph L loyd o f  ^ y d d le , 

yeoman, whose w ife . Hose, bore him s ix  sons and two da u t t e r s  betw een I 568 

and  1536. Anne and E liz a b e th  b o th  grew up to  m erry  S h ro p sh ire  fa rm e rs , two 

o f  the  sons d ie d  young, and i l l i a m ,  th e  y o u n g est, was a g lo v e r  i n  la d d ie  

u n t i l  h i s  e a r ly  d e a th  i n  I 6IC* John IV, th e  n e x t y o u n g e s t, l iv e d  i n  a c o t t 

age th a t  liad fo rm erly  belonged to  George and Jan e  « a tso n  i n  P ydd le , and eam ed  

h i s  l iv in g  by w eaving, and by r e n t in g  lan d  in  b ilm a rs h  and Myddle#

The o th e r  two sons o f  R alph L loyd were R oger, th e  second son# , (1576- 

lo 4 7 j who was a yeoman in  iSyddle b u t who d ied  w ith o u t a male h e i r ,  and

R ich a rd  (b o m  1574) * fthen Ralph d ied  in  16C0, he l e f t  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  w orth

Lb4*3s*6d# A ll h i s  f re e h o ld  lan d s  and tenem ent in  &!yddle and "one leasow e 

p a s tu re  o r  p a r c e l l  o f  ground in  h u ls to n  c e l le d  th e  f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  c io f te "  

w ere becm eathed to  h is  w ife , end , a f t e r  h e r  d e a th , t o  Richard# The fam ily  

fo r tu n e s  seem to  have in c re a se d  d u rin g  the  l i f e  o f  R alph , f o r  he had no

f re e h o ld  la n d  when th e  f i r s t  su rv iv in g  su rvey  was made i n  I 563* He may

p o s s ib ly  have been  re n t in g  th i s  lan d  a t  th a t  d a te ,  b u t  i t  was owned by John 

Tonge and R ichard  T hurlin#  However, by 153d Thomas Tonge and Ralph Lloyd 

w ere j o i n t  owners o f  th e  f re e h o ld  la n d  b o th  i n  ^lyddle and houlston# The 

L loyds were to  keep th ese  lan d s  tiiroughou t th e  se v e n te e n th  century#

L a te r  r e n ta l s  show th a t  R iclm rd L loyd a ls o  s t a r t e d  to  r e n t  45 a c re s  o f  

woodland and m oorland from th e  lo r d ,  in c lu d in g  "3 jjpld^ a c re s  whereon th e  

house and berti a re  b u i l t" #  R ich a rd  and h i s  w ife  h ad  two sons end two



197.

daugh ters#  Thomea, th e  e l d ^ t ,  w ent to  l i v e  a t  Erne t r e y ,  "where hee had a 

le a s e  o f  a c o n s id e ra b le  ferm e, o r  tenement"# His b r o th e r ,  R oger, le a s e d  

th e  Myddle p ro p e r ty  from him, and  was a p rosperous y corne tu Upon R o g e r 's  

d e a th , Thomas ' son  and namesake so ld  th e  Erne t r e y  l e a s e  and came t o  Myddle#

He a ls o  bought a s ia a ll  tenem ent a t  E n g lish  F ran k to n  and some lan d s  in  B alder

to n  and Newton# "He was a p eaceab le  man, and w e ll  b e lo v ed " , and he l e f t  JÛ5 

to  th e  poor o f  th e  perish#  His e ld e s t  eon , R ich a rd , renewed th e  le a s e  o f  

th e  45 a c re s  in  1684, a t  which tim e he was d e sc r ib e d  a s  a Myddle yeoman, b u t 

he l a t e r  became th e  R ecto r o f  Bet to n , and he was succeeded  a t  Myddle by h is  

b r o th e r ,  Thomas L loyd I I I ,  who had a lre a d y  b e w  g iv e n  th e  lan d s  h i s  f a th e r  

had purchased# Thomas m arried  a d au g h te r o f  Thomas hreem an o f  Mar to n  and 

was l iv in g  on th e  fam ily  p ro p e rty  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v en te en th  century#

The a n c ie n t  fam ily  o f  th e  L loyds had n o t only  su rv iv e d , b u t had prospered#

3# hoddens' and H unts' tenem ents

Bie lo rd  a l s o  re iite d  o u t sev en  tenem ents t h a t  w ere s i tu a te d  w ith in  th e  

v i l l a g e  o f Myddle# The Hoddens fam ily  le a s e d  a tenem ent th a t  s to o d  by th e

church  ly ch  ga tes#  They had a ls o  farm ed H unts ' tene» ien t i n  th e  s ix te e n th

c e n tu ry  b u t t h i s  b ra n d i o f th e  fam ily  had no male h e i r s  and th e  p ro p e r ty  

p assed  by m arriag e  t o  Roger Hunt# R ichard  Hodden i s  rec o rd ed  in  th e  m anorial 

r o l l s  o f  1530- 4 2 , and in  th e  su b s id y  r o l l  o f  1544 F ra n c is  Hodden was a s se s s e d  

a t  d d . ,  the same ta x  as K in a s to n , L oore, G i t t i n s ,  and  L loyd, th e  r i c h e s t

farm ers i n  îydd le#  Reyna Id  and Thomas Hodden w ere p robab ly  F r a n c i s 's  two

sons who each re c e iv e d  ^ r t  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  fam ily  farm# Both a re  d e sc r ib e d  

in  th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  as Myddle farm ers#
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Three o f  Thomas ' c h ild re n  ap p ea r to  have d ie d  young, and a fo u r th  d ied  

a t  b ir th #  The on ly  su rv iv in g  c h i ld  m arried  Roger Hunt o f  U ffin g to n  who came 

to  l iv e  on h is  f a th e r - in - l a w 's  tenement# Thomas Hodden h e ld  a tenem ent in  

iriyddle fo r  5s# end p a s tu re s  in  Myddlewood f o r  4s* in  thie su rv ey  o f  1563 and 

th e  r e n t a l s  o f  1588 and 1597* Roger Hunt h e ld  i t  in  16C2, and th en  i n  I 6I 7 

h i s  so n , R ich a rd , was paying an improved r e n t  o f  L4 and was s t i l l  h o ld in g  th e  

la n d  a t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  lord#  This R ichard  was a ls o  th e  cook a t  nearby  Lea 

H e ll ,  b u t  he had a n o th e r  tenem ent a t  R uckley, so  th e  Miyddle tenem ent was 

le a s e d  to  h is  b r o th e r ,  « i l l ia m , th e  p a r is h  c le rk #  In  I64C th e  p ro p e r ty  was 

d e sc r ib e d  a s  one wood leasow o f  s ix te e n  a c r e s ,  and a house and b a ck s id e  o f  

fo u r  ac res#  F o r t h i s  he had to  pay an e n try  f in e  o f  L58 and an  a n m a l  r e n t  

o f  n in e  s h i l l in g s #  His c h i ld re n  d ied  b e fo re  him , and i n  I 650 and I 656 h is  

widow, o a re h , h e ld  th e  p roperty#  I t  was th en  l e t  to  u n d e r- te n a n ts  by 

R ic h a rd 's  c h i ld r e n  who c o n tin u ed  to  l iv e  a t  Ruckley# R a lih  A S tley  and h is  

w ife  E liz a b e th , l iv e d  h e re  f o r  many y ears  a s  u n d e r- te n a n ts ,  and p a id  ta x  on 

one h e a r th  i n  I 672#

R etu rn in g  to  th e  o th e r  b r o th e r ,  ReynaId Hodden (d ie d  1563) m arried  C e c ily  

(d ie d  1599) and had s ix  c h i ld r e n .  Three d ie d  young, th e  younger son  l iv e d  

to  b e  42 , one d au g h te r m arried , and Rioiiard Hodden o f  Myddle, fa n n e r , (b o m  

1551) m arried  H elen and was h o ld in g  th e  tenem ent and woodland i n  I 563# H is 

so n , John Hodden o f  l.]yddle, fa rm e r, i s  named as  h i s  su c c e sso r  i n  th e  r e n t a l s  

o f  1588- 1602# On 22nd# O ctober, 1578, he m arried  Rose R a n d a ll, th e  r e c t o r 's  

s e rv a n t ,  and th ey  had e lev en  c h ild re n  in  th e  n e x t tw e n ty -f iv e  years#  Ih re e  

o f  th e se  d ie d  in  in fa n c y , f iv e  a re  n o t m entioned a g a in , one so n  became a 

s e rv a n t  a t  b a ld e r to n  H a l l ,  one dau g h te r m arried  a b u r l to n  man, and Thomas
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hodden (bo rn  1586) m arried  E liz a b e th  i r e e c e  o f  Newton, who b o re  him a 

d a u g h te r, A l ic e ,  and a so n , rhomaa* This E liz a b e th , b e in g  l e f t  a young
43

widow, m arried  "a q u ie t ,  p eaceab le  man" named Onslow, b u t  soon  g o t  t i r e d  o f

him and e n te re d  in to  a p lo t  w ith  two o th e r  women to  p o iso n  t h e i r  husbands#

Only Onslow d ie d , and E liz a b e th  f l e d  to  «Yales to  h e r  f a t h e r 's  r e la t io n s #  She

was e v e n tu a lly  caugh t and t r i e d  in  Shrew sbury, where she escaped  th e  gallow s

a f t e r  " h e r  f a th e r  sp a re d  n e i th e r  p u rse  n o r pa inee  to  sav e  h e r " # She

l a t e r  m arried  John  Gwen, " th e  f a l s e s t  th ie f e  t h a t  e v e r I  h e a rd  o f  i n  t h i s

p a r is h " ,  who was execu ted  a t  Shrewsbury f o r  th e f t#

Thomas Hodden th e  younger, was " c a r e f u l l ,  so b e r , and la b o r io u s " ,  and was

a l t e r n a t iv e ly  d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  and husbandman# He m arried  Mr# R obert

ivjoore's s e rv a n t  g i r l  (who was tax e d  on one h e a r th  a s  a widow i n  16?2, end who

l a t e r  m arried  John W illiam s, a vYelsh la b o u re r ) .  H odden's d a u g h te r , E liz a b e th ,

m arried  R ichard  Meddocks,  a H asten c a rp e n te r ,  who came to  l i v e  in  th e  tenement#

In  1641 th e  p ro p e rty  was d e sc r ib e d  a s  a m e ssa g e  o r  tenem ent i n  Myddle, w ith  a

wood leasow , the  meadow c a l le d  th e  io p es  S t i l e ,  th e  C o ll edge meadow, th e  H i l l

leasow , th e  c r o f t  c a l l e d  th e  h ig h e r  y a rd , and  p a rc e ls  of* conmon f i e l d  ground,

v i z : -  f iv e  b u t ts  i n  th e  Aood f i e l d ,  te n  b u t t s  in  th e  H i l l  f i e l d ,  and  te n

b u t ts  i n  th e  C ross f i e l d ;  i n  a l l ,  44 a c re s  o f  a r a b le  and meadow ground, f o r

which the  lo r d  re c e iv e d  a 145 e n try  f in e ,  and an  annual r e n t  o f  l3*12s#0d#

R ich ard  Maddocks "p u lle d  downe th e  ba rne  w hich was a t t  h i s  house o v e r a g a in s t

th e  l ic i i  g a te s ,  and s e t t  i t  up f o r  a dw ellin g  house (o n  a p ie c e  o f  la n d  t h a t

belonged to  h is  tenem ent; a t t  th e  fo o t o f  ?4yddle H i l l ,  n e a r  ie n b ro o k e 's

jr in ch b ro o i^  g a te ,  and  th e re  he  s o ld  a le"#  He and h i s  w ife  d ied  o f  a fe v e r

end th e  le a s e  expired# so  R ichard  jsladdodcs# ju n io r#  a shoemaker# took  a new 
43* Gough, p#91#



200.

le a s e  on th e  ra c k  r e n t .  He l a t e r  s o ld  i t  to  John H orton o f  ohrew sbury , 

who s u b - l e t  th e  house by th e  ly c h  g a te s  to  John Blungeon and th e  house a t  

th e  fo o t  o f  th e  h i l l  to  John B ennion. By th e  end o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  

th e  hoddens w ere e x t in c t  i n  th e  p a r is h .

4* The Dodds and th e  M ansells

T h is tenem ent rem ained in  th e  hands o f  th e  Dodds and t h e i r  in - la w s , th e  

M an se lls , th ro u g h o u t th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .  W illiam  Dodd 

was re c o rd e d  in  th e  su b s id y  r o l l  o f  1524 and was a t  one tim e C o n stab le  o f  

.myddle C a s t le .  He a l s o  ap p ears  i n  th e  m anorial r o l l s  o f  1538-42# H is so n s , 

Thomas and R ich a rd , b o th  su rv iv e d  u n t i l  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry . Thomas was d e sc r ib e d  a s  a Myddle fa rm er who was le a s in g  a te n e n e n t 

a t  an  annual r e n t  o f iC s.B d. His b r o th e r ,  R ic h a rd , was th e  p e r is h  c le r k ,  and 

he re n te d  a s m a lle r  p ie c e  o f  la n d  a t  2 s .2d. p e r annum. Thomas and h i s  w ife  

had no c h i ld r e n ,  so  E liz a b e th , R ic h a rd 's  d augh te r by h i s  second m arriag e , 

became th e  h e i r e s s  to  bo th  h e r  f a th e r  and h e r  uncle*

T his E liz a b e th  was m arried  i n  the  y e a r  16C0 to  « a l t e r  M ansell o f  th e  

p a r is h  o f  L i l l e s l i a l l .  They s e t t l e d  in  l ydd le  and had f iv e  sons and  th re e  

d a u g h te rs , most o f  whom seem to  have d ied  young. T h e ir  e ld e s t  so n , B arth o lo 

mew i s n s e l l  I ,  succeeded  them , a f t e r  se rv in g  Ir#  Chambre o f  B e tto n  a s  cook fo r  

many y e a r s .  Bartholomew was d e sc r ib e d  a s  husbanduan upon h is  d e a th  i n  1674* 

H is widow c o n tin u ed  to  farm  th e  tenem ent w ith  h e r  so n , Bartholcwnew I I ,  f o r  

a n o th e r  t e n  y e a r s .  Two o f h e r  d au g h te rs  d ie d  b e fo re  h e r ,  a n o th e r  one worked 

f o r  many y e a rs  a s  s e rv a n t and housekeeper to  Mr. Cliambre and f i n a l l y  m arried  

h i s  b a i l i f f ,  and th e  o th e r  d a u g h te r  m arried  a John George and l iv e d  in  a 

c o t ta g e  a t  th e  low er end o f  Myddle which th ey  e re c te d  on lan d  t h a t  be longed  to
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th e  fam ily  tenem ent.

Bartholomew Mane e l l  I I  was d e sc r ib e d  as yeoman upon h i s  d ea th  i n  1698, 

d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h is  in v e n to ry  was a p p ra ise d  a t  o n ly  * 2 1 .l6 s .6 d .  He 

had m arried  tw ic e , on bo th  occasions to  S h ro p sh ire  women from  o u ts id e  th e  

p a r is h .  He had two daugh ters  by  h is  f i r s t  m arriage  who w ere b ro u g h t up by 

t h e i r  u n c le , th e  b a i l i f f ,  and a so n , Bartholomew I I I ,  (1632-1757) by h is  

second  w ife . T h is  son was to  have f iv e  c h i ld r e n ,  in c lu d in g  a so n , B a rth o lo 

mew IV to  c a r ry  on th e  fbraily  name th roughou t th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .

5# The v.oulfs

The A oulfs farm ed a h a lf- te n e m e n t and were c o n s i s t e n t ly  d e s c r ib e d  a s  

husbandmen o r  fa rm e rs . No Woulfs w ere reco rd ed  in  th e  15^4 su b s id y  l i s t ,  end 

th e y  do n o t ap p ea r i n  th e  m anoria l r o l l s  t i l l  1537* W illiam  . o u l f  was r e 

co rded  a t  Pjyddle betw een 1537 and 1542, and by th e  l e t t e r  y e a r  th e re  was a 

John  w oulf th e r e  a s  w e ll .

lA illiam  w oulf a ls o  appears in  th e  1544 su b s id y  r o l l ,  and  he d ie d  i n  1552, 

th e  same y e a r  a s  h is  second w ife , E liz a b e th . The r e g i s t e r s  re c o rd  th e  bap tism  

o f  h i s  c h i ld re n ,  « i l l i a m  I I  and M argery, end two o th e r  so n s , H icliard  and 

Thomas, a re  m entioned in  h is  w i l l .  The in v e n to ry  t h a t  was a t ta c h e d  t o  h is  

w i l l  v a lu ed  h is  p e rso n a l e s ta te  a t  i ^ 2 .8 s .0 d . , which was l a r g e ly  acco u n ted  f o r  

by h i s  l iv e s to c k ,  f o r  h is  p e rso n a l e f f e c t s  came to  on ly  L l .3 s .4 d .

In  the 1563 r e n t a l  VKilliam I I  was paying 7 s . r e n t  f o r  h i s  tenem ent and a 

f u r t h e r  4s* f o r  leasow s in  :,yddlewood. ivs John « o u lf  was re n t in g  e x a c tly  th e  

same amount, i t  i s  l i k e ly  t h a t  th e  V.oulfs had o r ig in a l ly  r e n te d  a f u l l  tenem ent 

w hich had l a t e r  been  d iv id e d  betw een bvo b r o th e r s ,  p o s s ib ly  „i l l i a m  I  and Jo h n . 

T h is  John m arried  tw ic e , b u t  on ly  had one d a u g h te r, who in  1576 ( th r e e  y e a rs
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a f t e r  h e r  f a t h e r 's  death / m arried  Roger C haloner o f  I r e e c e ,  who took  over 

t h i s  h a l f  o f  th e  teneuient* Jo h n 's  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  was v a lu ed  a t  L 60 .17s.dd* , 

in c lu d ip g  Ld i n  read y  money, and 4J20 .l0 s.6d . in  d e b ts  owing to  him. In  h is  

w i l l  he l e f t  b e q u e s ts  t o  h i s  s e rv a n ts  and rye to  th e  p o o r, so  he was f a i r l y  

w e l l - o f f .

W illiam  V«oulf I I  (b o rn  1550) p o s s ib ly  d ie d  young, f o r  th e  h a lf- te n e m e n t

was in h e r i te d  by h i s  b r o th e r ,  R ichard  (d ie d  I 580) , who l e f t  p e rso n a l e s t a t e

v a lu ed  a t  L37*4s.Od. He had a d au g h te r, C a th e r in e , and a so n , R ichard  I I ,

who, i n  1588, m arried  /Jine B a rb in , th e  d a u :^ te r  o f  a Myddle farm er. They had

f iv e  sons and fo u r d a u g h te rs , a l l  b u t  two o f  whom were a l i v e  when th e  m other

d ied  a widow in  1628, w ith  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  w orth  L29*5s.O d. T h e ir  son ,

Z a c h a r ie s , (b o m  1590) becan* a b lack sm ith  in  a sm ithy  t h a t  he b u i l t  on Myddle

H il l ;  and he d ie d  a b a c h e lo r  th e re . Thonas (b o rn  1396; became a shoem aker in

E llesm ere  and was "a good r e l ig io u s e  men, o f  a so b e r and d i s c r e e t  d is c o u rs e ,

b u t hee was somewhat to rm en ted  w ith  a crew o f  H ia n a t ic a l l  persons in  t h a t
44

tov*ne, which were term ed A n abap tists, o r  D ip p e rs’*.

R ichard  I I  and A n n e 's  e ld e s t  so n , R ichard  « o u lf  I I I  (b o rn  I 388) i n h e r i t e d  

th e  sm a ll tenem ent, to g e th e r  w ith  th e  e ig h t  a c re s  on th e  D iv l in  a id e  o f  

'.lyddlewood, and  c o n tin u ed  to  le a s e  i t  a t  an annual r e n t  o f  1 2 s .8 d . He and 

h is  w ife  liad two sons and two d a u g h te rs . R ichard  IV became under-cook  to  

d i r  R ichard  Lea o f  L an g ley , moved to  London and was " re c e iv e d  in to  v e ry  good 

s e r v ic e s " .  T here he was jo in e d  by h i s  b r o th e r ,  A rthur# One o f  h is  s i s t e r s  

i s  n o t  h e a rd  o f  a g a in  a f t e r  th e  b a p tism a l e n try ,  b u t  th e  o th e r  g i r l ,  E liz a 

b e th , m arried  Edward Owen, a Myddle s e r v a n t ,  and l iv e d  in  Z ac h a ria s ' o ld

4 4 . Gough, pp. 106-7*
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c o t ta g e ,  where th e y  w ere e v e n tu a lly  succeeded  by t h e i r  so n , ^ r th u r  Owen, 

th e  t a i l o r #  This E liz a b e th  inarried  R ich a rd  C larke  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h e r  

f i r s t  husband, and C larke  persuaded  o ld  R ichard  « o u lf  I I I  to  g iv e  up h is  

e s t a t e  to  him on c o n d it io n  o f  b e in g  m ain ta ined  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e *

But C larke  sp e n t W oulf's  money on d r in k  and "when hee came home drunke, 

hee would soe abuse  th e  o ld  man, th a t  hee made him a w eary o f  h i s  l i f e " ,  and 

so  Y o u lf  walked to  V;em, bought p o iso n , and k i l l e d  h im s e lf  by ta k in g  i t*  He 

was b u ried  a t  th e  c ro s s -ro a d s  a t  Myddle H i l l ,  in  th e  accustom ed manner f o r  

s u ic id e s ,  b u t  th e  fo llo w in g  n ig h t  he was removed and  in te r r e d  i n  h i s  ry e -  

f ie ld *  The fam ily  o f  « o u lf  became e x t in c t  in  th e  p a r is h ,  th e  l e a s e  ended, 

and th e  r e c t o r ,  w illia m  Holloway took o u t a new le a s e  f o r  h i s  so n , Barnabas, 

a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  i t  was i n  th e  hands o f  th e  new r e c to r ,  

Hugh D ale.

6 . The Braynes

The o raynes l iv e d  in  a house by th e  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t  in  Myddle f o r  most o f  

th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  and f o r  a l l  o f  th e  seven teen th*  None o f  th e  fbm ily 

was reco rd ed  i n  th e  su b sid y  r o l l  o f  1324, and none ap p ea rs  in  th e  m anoria l 

r o l l s  o f  1323- 4 2 , b u t  a « i l l i a m  Brayne was tax e d  in  1344# He was d e sc r ib e d  

as husbandman, b o th  in  th e  b u r i a l  r e g i s t e r s  and in  h i s  w i l l  i n  1362, and h is  

p e rso n a l e s t a t e  was v a lu ed  a t  on ly  L l4#C s.6d#, o f  which L0*3s.3d# was owed 

in  fo u r te e n  s e p a ra te  item s o f  debt# However, he  c o u ld  s t i l l  a f f o r d  to  le a v e  

L ie  to  h is  younger so n , John , and 20d* tow ards th e  r e p a i r in g  o f  th e  highways. 

The su rv ey o r o f  1363 rec o rd ed  h i s  widow as p o sse s s in g  a tenem ent h e ld  a t  w i l l  

a t  9s* p # a .,  and a leasow  i n  Myddlewood a t  2s.6d# Upon h e r  d e a th , th e  

p ro p e r ty  was in h e r i te d  by i l l i a m  Brayne I I ,  husbandman, and in  tu rn  by h is
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so n , Y*illiam Brayne I I I ,  yeoman.

« i l l ia m  I I I  and Joan had seven c h ild re n , Sam uel, th e  youngest, ( I 6I 9-  

1661) became th e  plough-boy, end then  th e  groom, to  Mr. Chambre o f P e tto n , 

and I. i l l i a m  IV (1612-1638) in h e r i te d  th e  tenem ent a t  i^ d d le . T h is V-illiam 

d ied  when he was only  23, lea v in g  a poor widow (who d ied  n in e  y e a rs  l a te r )  

and an unborn c h i ld ,  w illiam  V. The th i r d  son o f  W illiam  I I I  was Michael 

Brayne (1613-83), who had been a s e rv a n t to  a brew er and b ak er i n  Heughmond,
45

bu t who re tu rn e d  to  myddle upon th e  dea th  o f h is  b ro th e r ,  W illiam  IV. Gough 

reg a rd ed  him a s  ho n est and p eaceab le , b u t he n e g le c ted  th e  u pb ring ing  o f h is  

nephew, who e v e n tu a lly  was s e n t  away a f t e r  he had been caught s te a l in g  o # a t. 

(dome h e ld  th a t  he only s to l e  th rough  h u nger). I h is  M ichael was taxed  on 

one h e a r th  in  1672, end though he was d esc rib ed  a s  yeoman in  h is  in v en to ry  

i n  1683, h i s  p e rso n a l e s ta te  was only  va lued  a t  L l8 .7 s .0 d . He had m arried  

Busan, th e  only  c h i ld  o f  Roger Lloyd o f  Icyddle, who had opposed th e  wedding 

and g iven  them no th ing  (though he bequeathed L50 each to  A lice  and Ja n e , h is  

g ran d d au g h te rs).

Mlichael and Susan had fo u r  d au g h te rs , th re e  o f  whcxn grew up to  marry 

ityddle farm ers, and two so n s , M ichael and Samuel. Ihey l iv e d  on a tenem ent 

th a t  was d esc rib ed  in  a 21 y e a r  le a s e  i n  I 684 a s  a messbage o r  tenem ent in  

% d d le , w ith  s e v e ra l  c lo s e s , i . e .  th e  yard  by  th e  house, th e  Wheat C ro ft i n  

two p a r t s ,  th e  Clubb meadow, th e  wood leasow , a c r o f t  a t  th e  wood g a te ,  th e  

iiann meadow, th e  b in n in g s , th e  m arsh, th e  marsh meadow, th e  Withy h i l l ,  a 

p iec e  which th e  way goes through to  Newton, th e  n e a re r  wood p ie c e , th e  f u r th e r  

wood p ie c e , h a l f  a measure sowing o f ry e , a measure sowing o f  ry e  i n  Thomas 

45* Gough, p .37*
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P e irc e s  H i l l  f i e l d ,  f iv e  m easures sowing in  th e  C ross f i e l d ,  and th e  b u i ld r  

in g s . U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  a c rea g e  i s  n o t g iv e n , b u t th e  e n try  f in e  was L l j ,  

end a s i m i l a r  sum was p a id  f o r  ren t*

l i c h s e l  B rayne I I  (1652-1695) m arried  Ja n e , th e  b a s ta rd  o f  a s p in n e r  

c a l le d  B lack N e ll i  a m arriage  which d isp le a se d  h i s  fa th e r*  Gough say s  th a t  

they  had many c h i ld r e n ,  b u t  on ly  th re e  a re  reco rd ed  in  th e  bap tism  r e g is te r s *  

One o f  th e s e ,  «Üohael I I I  (1683-1746), r ra rr ie d  and c a r r ie d  on th e  fam ily  in to  

th e  s i x t e e n t h  cen tu ry*  The o th e r  son  o f  M ichael I  was Samuel ( 1659-1728;, 

who m arried  Mary Baugh, a C liv e  g i r l ,  and had fo u r  c h ild re n  by  her*

7* u o ssa g e 's  tenem ent

Ck>Bsage's tenement la y  on the opposite  s id e  o f  the s t r e e t  to  the church
46

and th e  c a s t l e ,  on th e  s i t e  o f th e  p re se n t re c to ry *  The Gossages were

e s ta b l is h e d  in  k y dd le  by  a t  l e a s t  th e  e a r ly  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , f o r  Roger

Cosaage ap p ea rs  i n  th e  1524 su b s id y  r o l l ,  and tw enty  y e a rs  l a t e r  John  Gossage

was a ls o  taxed* The m anoria l r o l l s  rec o rd  Roger i n  1529, and John betw een

1538 and 1542. T his John Gossage, o f iviyddle, fa rm e r, h e ld  h i s  tenem ent a t

w i l l  i n  1563 a t  th e  annual r e n t  o f  8 s .6 d # , w ith  a leasow  in  % ddlewood a t

2 s .6 d . r e n t .  He must have d ie d  d i r in g  th e  n ex t few y e a rs ,  f o r  h i s  widow d ied

in  1572. They had  th re e  sons and fo u r  d a u g h te rs . One g i r l  d ie d  young,

a n o th e r  m arried  a C haloner, and the  o th e r  two m arried  b h ro p sh ire  men. The

youngest so n , John I I  (1 5 4 6 -0 7 ), m arried , b u t  no c h i ld re n  a re  re c o rd e d  in  th e

b ap tism  r e g i s t e r s .  R ichard  became a t a i l o r ,  b u t  i s  heard  o f  no more a f t e r

h i s  m arriage  to  a s e rv a n t  g i r l  a t  C a s tle  Farm, and th e  p ro p e rty  was in h e r i te d

by th e  e ld e s t  so n , Thomas Gossage ( 1542-1607) *

4 6 . 165c demesne map, B ridgew ater C o lle c t io n , Shrew sbury.
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This Thomas was a fa n n e r  who was sometimes d e sc r ib e d  a s  yeoman* His

rent for h is  tenement and woodland had gone up to  lifS.dd* by 1588, and i t

rem ained a t  t h i s  stuii th roughou t th e  se v e n te e n th  century* He and h i s  w ife ,

E liz a b e th , had a d au g h te r, E liz a b e th , who m arried  a Loppington man, and a so n ,

John  Gossage I I I  (b o rn  1539) who succeeded  h i s  f a th e r  upon h is  d e a th , D iis

John  became one o f  th e  jn o to rio u s  c h a ra c te r s  in  iiyddle*

he fa th e re d  a b a s ta rd  a t  th e  age o f  s ix te e n  and soon ea rn ed  a r e p u ta t io n
47

a s  "a drunken, debauched p e rso n " . H is f i r s t  w ife  having  d ie d , he  m arried

E lin o r  C haloner, th e  b la c k s m ith 's  widow, b u t "hee bedded w ith  h e r  one n ig h t;

i n  th e  morning hee c u r s t  h e r  f o r  a whoa r e ,  and tu rn e d  h e r  o f f ,  and came n e a re  
48

h e r  noe more". Gossage was a r r e s t e d  f o r  c o u n te r f e i t in g  i n  h i s  back y a rd  

and put in  g a o l. He had been  making "a s o r t  o f s ix p en ces  which th ey  c a l le d  

Pydd le  s ix p e rices , which seenied to  bee good s i l v e r ,  and went f o r  c u r r e n t  money".

Gossage was a c q u i t te d ,  p o s s ib ly  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  g a o le r ,  Edward i .e r i -  

den , who bought G o ssag e 's  le a s e  on th e  c o n d itio n  t h a t  he m ain ta in ed  him f o r  

l i f e .  "This Edward L e r i  ton  f o r  scxiie w h ile  k e p t s e rv a n ts  to  manage th i s  te n e 

ment; bu t th ey  w ere such  a s  had beene a c q u i t te d  o f  f e l lo n y , end w ere co n tin u ed  

i n  goa le  fo r  non-paym ent o f  f e e s " .  he i s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  r e n t a l s  as ov*nipg

th e  le a s e  in  1634 and 1656. L a te r ,  h is  so n , Owen w eriden came to  l i v e  h e re  

upon h is  m arriag e . "Hee l iv e d  very  h ig h , and k e p t  a pa eke o f  b e a g le s " .  A t 

h is  f a t h e r 's  d ea th  he moved back to  ^jhrewsbury to  ta k e  up th e  p o s t o f  g a o le r  

and s o ld  h is  le a s e  to  i-r. Thomas r r i c e ,  who l a t e r  bought « e b sc o tt  Farm.

47* Gough, p p .57- 8.
4 8 . E lin o r  Ooaaage was reco rd ed  on an u n s p e c if ie d  charge i n  th e  com perta 

book o f  1620. i/V /1 /3 9 *  L ic h f ie ld .
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r r i c e  f i r s t  l e t  and th en  s o ld  th e  le a s e  to  R ichard  M to n  o f  th e  p e r is h  

o f  H o d n e tt, "a drunken , debauched person , a g r e a t  and in tim a te  companion 

o f  Mr# H e l l ,  o f  B a ld e r to n , a good b e n e fa c to r  to  th e  a l e - s e l l e r s " .  He was 

tax ed  on one h e a r th  h e re  i n  1672, and fo r  a tim e was m anoria l b a i l i f f ,  b u t  

"as  o f te n  a s  hee w ent to  Bhrewsbury, hee would bestow  a l e  o f  John  CkDssage, 

whom hee c a l le d  h is  l e a s e ,  and would many tim es s i t  up d r in k e in g  w ith  him 

a l l  n ig h t" .  a  few y e a rs  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  a drunken q u a r r e l ,  Gossage sw allow ed 

a r s e n ic  and d ie d , thus te rm in a tin g  E a to n 's  l e a s e .  E aton , how ever, was a b le  

to  tak e  a new le a s e  and was succeeded by h is  so n , John , who had m arried  ( in  

1668) a d a u g h te r  o f  iv ichael Brayne, and who was a l s o  a s s e s s e d  on one h e a r th  

in  1672. John had fo u r  sons and th re e  d au gh te rs  to  co n tin u e  th e  fam ily  name 

in  the  e ig li te e n th  c e n tu ry .

8 . Cooper's messuages

Thomas Y iilton , th e  r e c to r  o f  ly d d le  from I 568 t o  1596, b u i l t  a messuage

in  th e  v i l l a g e  and added to  i t  a p iece  o f Myddlewood Conmon t h a t  a d jo in e d

L lo y d 's  f r e e h o ld . He was reco rd ed  as paying a 6d . r e n t  i n  th e  r e n t a l  o f

1588. A fter h is death, a new-comer to the parish, a «illiam  Gosling, took

th e  le a s e  and added a n o th e r  e ig h t  a c re s  o f  woodland, so  t h a t  by 16C2 he was

paying an  an n u a l r e n t  o f 4 s .6 d . , and an e n try  f i n e  o f  L l .
49

This G osling  was "a c o v e to u se , r ic h  o ld  fe llo w " who co n tin u ed  to  add 

s t e a d i ly  to  h is  p ro p e r ty . By 1617 he was r e n t in g  th e  s ix te e n  a c re s  known as  

th e  Hook o f  th e  wood p a s tu re s  on the Mar to n  s id e  o f  M yddlwood, to g e th e r  w ith  

a n o th e r  te n  a c re s  t h a t  had been  esch ea ted  from Elks. By I 64I  h i s  an n u al

rent was L l.2s.Q d. was Llü0.l2s.6d# He had added a further
49 • Gough, p . 134*
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c o tta g e  and 42 a c re s  o f  p a s tu re  a t  th e  n o r th e rn  edge o f  Myddlewood common, 

and now had two c o tta g e s  and $8 a c re s  in  a l l#  '

He had no s o n s , and h is  e ld e s t  d au g h te r, Mary, m arried  Roger Ju x , a 

Shrewsbury shoem axer who was an  e x c e lle n t  w orker b u t  to o  fond  o f  h i s  a le#

08lin g * 8 younger d a u g h te r, E liz a b e th , m arried  l e t e r  L loyd , th e  husbandman 

to  l.r# G i t t in s  o f  C a s t le  Farm, and b a i l i f f  o f  th e  L ordsh ip  o f Myddle# This 

i e t e r  Lloyd was n o t connected  to  th e  Lloyds o f  ly d d le ,  b u t  was descended  from  

an Oswestry fam ily# Re and h is  w ife in l ie r i te d  th e  tenem ent and were tax ed  

on one h e a r th  i n  1672# They had two so n s , I e t e r  I I  and Y ,illiam , and a 

d a u g h te r , a l ic e #  b i l l i a m  was a p p re n tic e d  to  h i s  u n c le  Jux  and e v e n tu a l ly

in h e r i te d  b o th  h i s  p ro p e rty  and h is  c o n v iv ia l i ty .  t e t e r  I I  d ie d  u n m arried , 

and A lic e  went i n to  s e rv ic e  a t  L lash . There she  m arried  th e  p a rk -k e e p e r , 

Thomas L o v e tt, and they  s e t  up home w ith  h e r  f a th e r  i n  Myddle. Thomas L o v e tt 

fo llow ed  r e t e r  L loyd a s  b a i l i f f  and se rv ed  th e  o f f i c e  j u s t  a s  f a i t h f u l l y  as 

h i s  fa  th e i—in r la w  had done.

Thomas and A lic e  had two sons and two daugkiters. Thomas I I  e n te re d  

s e rv ic e  in  S ta f f o r d s h i r e ,  Y ,illiam  became a s o ld ie r  and then  worked a s  a 

s e rv a n t  i n  London, A lic e  m arried  a S ta f fo rd s h ire  man, and E liz a b e th  m arried  

John H u e tt, a Myddle b la c k sm ith . They were l iv in g  i n  b i l t o n 's  o r ig in a l  

c o tta g e  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v en te en th  century* Thomas and A lic e  c o n tin u ed  

to  l i v e  in  th e  o th e r  c o tta g e  i n  Lyddlewood, and in  1701 A lic e  was s t i l l  l iv in g  

th e re  w ith  h e r  second  husband, Edward Cooper, th e  fo rm er husbandman to  a 

b e tto n  gen tlem en . The tenem ent had changed hands on ly  th rough  th e  norm al 

p a t t e r n  o f  d e s c e n t, b u t th e  absence o f male h e i r s  had b rough t f r e s h  names
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th r e e  tim es d u rin g  th e  l a s t  h a lf - c e n tu ry .

9 . The T y lers

i.n o th e r  ha I f - te n e m e n t in  Myddle was re n te d  from th e  lo rd  d u rin g  th e  

s ix te e n th  and e a r ly  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  by th e  T y le r fa m ily , and l a t e r  by 

Bartholomew T ie rc e . T his i s  th e  house th a t  s t i l l  s ta n d s  im m edia te ly  to  the  

w est o f  th e  ch u rch y ard , though i t  has been c o n s id e ra b ly  a l t e r e d  and ex tended , 

b o th  o f th e se  f a m il ie s  w i l l  be  d e a l t  w ith  l a t e r .

(b ) Tar ton

1 . The f re e h o ld s

In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  two la rg e  farms a t  h a r to n  th e re  w ere f o u r  sm a ll f r e e 

h o ld s . One be longed  to  th e  A tc h e rley s  and was l e t  to  t h e i r  workmen; 'B lack* 

rVan Jo n e s , th e  ta n n e r ,  th e n  Thomas Groome, a Quaker, and a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , N ich o las  a s to n . a n o th e r  two were h a lf - te n e m e n ts  t h a t  

had become d iv id e d  from each o th e r ,  and which were h e ld  f o r  most o f  th e  

s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  by th e  b r ig h ts  and th e  Freemans.

The W rights were o r i g in a l l y  fa rm e r-la b o u re rs  who le a s e d  t h i s  tenem ent 

from th e  C o rb e tts ,  and b e fo re  them from th e  hords and K inastona  o f  b e l  fo rd . 

They f i r s t  a p p ea r i n  th e  m anoria l rec o rd s  in  1342, when bo th  John  and Thomas 

V .right w ere a t  M arton, However, th ey  may have been th e re  e a r l i e r  i f  they  

o n ly  h e ld  la n d  o u ts id e  th e  manor. Thomas « r ig h t  o f  l ia r to n  was named i n  th e  

su b s id y  r o l l  o f  1344, and  was a l t e r n a t iv e ly  d e sc r ib e d  a s  fa rm er and la b o u re r  

betw een 1349 and h is  d e a th  in  1390. h is  d au g h te r, a n n e , m arried  a s e rv a n t 

a t  C a s t le  Farm in  1386, and  h is  son , C h ris to p h e r , i n h e r i t e d  th e  tenem ent in  

a r to n  and th e  leasow s i n  Myddlewood. C h ris to p h e r was d e sc r ib e d  as e i t h e r
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fa rm er o r  yeoman, and h e  l e f t  Z25#48»0d* ivorth o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  upon h i s  

death  i n  1603*

C h ris to p h e r  and h is  w ife , A lic e , had two sons and two daughters* /inne 

( 1582- 1619) m arried  W illiam  G osling , th e  Myddle fa rm er, who had taken  o v e r th e  

r ig h ts *  leasow s in  Plyddlewood (p o s s ib ly  a s  a m arriage  p o r tio n )  by I 6I 7* Two 

o th e r  c h i ld r e n  d ie d  young, end Thomas W right I I ,  o f  M arton, yeoman, i n h e r i t e d  

th e  fam ily  tenement* I t  was t h i s  Thomas who purchased  th e  fe e  sim p le  from  

R obert C o rb e tt and who th e n  so ld  h a l f  o f  i t  to  Thomas Freem an, thus c r e a t in g  

two f re e h o ld  h a If-ten em en ts*

Thomas I I  and h is  w ife  a l s o  had two sons and two da u t t e r s *  A lan , th e  

e ld e s t  so n , d ied  a b a c h e lo r , ann  m arried  a Shrewsbury c a rp e n te r ,  and Mary 

m arried  an o ld  widower from D eaton L u ll in g f ie ld *  The o th e r  son , Ihomas 

».r i g h t  I I I ,  se rv e d  an  a p p re n tic e s h ip  a s  a ta n n e r  to  xJbr» A tc h e rle y  and m arried  

th e  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  b a i l i f f  o f  wem* They had f iv e  sons and th re e  d a u g h te rs . 

Three o f  th e s e  c h i ld re n  d ied  young, one daugh ter n ever m a rrie d , and a n o th e r  

m arried  a S h ro p sh ire  man* Of th e  o th e r s ,  Samuel m arried  a dau g h te r o f  

t i s l t e r  ixcds o f  ü ld e r to n ,  who im m ediate ly  d i s in h e r i t e d  h e r ,  R obert was a ta n n e r
50

and a b a c h e lo r ,  and Jo sep h , th e  e ld e s t  so n , "a drunken and untow ard ly  man", 

m arried  a Shrew sbury widow who was "n o t u n lik e  him in  d is p o s i t io n ,  and y e t  

th e se  two l i v e  a very  u n q u ie t ,  and  ungodly l i f e " *  Jo sep h  and h is  widowed 

m other so ld  t h e i r  t ia r to n  p ro p e r ty  i n  1699 to  R ichard  Groome end R ichard  F ree

man, b o th  o f  Mar to n , and th e  w r i g h t s  became e x t in c t  i n  th e  parish*

The Thomas Freeman who had p u rchased  h a l f  o f  b r ig h t*  s  tenem ent when i t  was 

made f r e e h o ld , was a younger b r o th e r  o f  an  Womb r id g e  fa m ily , who had m arried

50* Gough, p* 146,
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a d a u g h te r  o f  R ichard  Groome o f  i a r to n  i n  1659* Gough d e sc r ib e s  him as
51

"slow o f  sp eech , p ro v id e n t, and la b o r ie u s e " .  He b u i l t  a new » house on th e  

la n d  he  had  bought and was s u f f i c i e n t l y  reg a rd ed  to  be c a l le d  yeomen i n  th e  

p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s .  He and h is  w ife , E liz a b e th , had th r e e  sons and th r e e  

d a u g h te rs , fo u r o f  whom d ie d  young. E a rg a re t  m arried  th e  younger so n  o f  a 

gen tlem an  end R ich a rd  Freeman ( l 6 6 l - c . I 700) d ied  o f  sm allpox  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  

ta k in g  o v er . . r i g h t 's  l e a s e .  "Hee was a p e aceab le , h o n e s t man and l e f t  a good 

name b eeh in d e  him". Die p ro p e rty  was in h e r i te d  by h is  so n , John , whose te n  

c h i ld r e n  ensu red  t h a t  th e  name was c a r r ie d  on in  the  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .

The o th e r  sm e ll f re e h o ld  tenem ent in  i a r to n  had a ls o  belonged to  th e  

C o rb e tts  o f  b tan w ard in e , and liad been le a s e d  to  a n o th e r  Jones fbm ily . R ich a rd  

Jones had  l iv e d  h e re  f o r  some tim e , b u t th en  moved a s h o r t  d is ta n c e  i n to  

Has church  p e r is h ,  le a v in g  h is  b r o th e r ,  F ra n c is ,  to  farm  th e  ^jsrton  tenem ent. 

F ra n c is  had been  made a se rv a n t to  th e  C o rb e tts  when he was young, and he 

rem ained th e re  f o r  over t h i r t y  y e a rs . A f te r  h is  m arriag e , he c o n tin u e d  to  

se rv e  a t  S tanw ard ine H a l l ,  b u t  h is  w ife  l iv e d  i n  th e  tenem ent a t  I s r t o n .  "He 

was B u t le r  many y e a re s ;  hee had s k i l l  i n  f i s h in g ,  fo w lin g , h u n tin g , makeing 

o f  s e t t i n g  doggs, and was somewhile keeper o f  H tanw ardine Park; i n  sum he was
52

one a t t  every  th in g  and good o r  e x c e l le n t  e t t  n o th in g " . H is two d au g h te rs  

m a rrie d  men from  ’Dem, and one o f  th e s e  coup les s e t t l e d  down in  a c o t ta g e  i n  

Lyddlewood. His so n , Thomas, was a b u tc h e r , who m arried  ^^nne Raphes, th e  

i a r t o n  c a r p e n te r 's  d a u g h te r . He d ied  in  m iddle a g e , le a v in g  maiy c h i ld r e n .

A f te r  th e  d ea th  o f  r a n c is  Jo n e s , th e  C o rb e tts  so ld  th e  tenem ent to  R ich a rd

51. Gough, p . 116.
52. Gough, p . 156.
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Groome o f M erton, who b u i l t  a new house upon i t ,  and l e t  i t  to  te n a n ts .

2 . The Groomes ^

The lo r d  a ls o  p o sse sse d  f iv e  tenem ents In  l ia r to n , one o f which had  been 

e sc h e a te d  a f t e r  th e  c o n v ic tio n  o f  Hugh E lks f o r  m urder a b o u t th e  m iddle o f  

th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry . The E lks fam ily  had been th e r e  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  

e a r l i e s t  m an o ria l r o l l s  o f  1528. The p ro p e r ty  was l a t e r  farm ed by th e  Clowes 

fa m ily , and in  th e  1620*s o r  * 3 0 's  John Clowes had  r e b u i l t  th e  house o f  

t im b e r. The tenem ent c o n s is te d  o f  leasow s, meadows, and  c r o f t s  s t r e tc h in g  

frmn M arten tow ards Fenim ere, and in  I 64I  Clowes' widow p a id  an an n u al r e n t  

o f  T j .6 s .8 d .  and  an  e n try  f in e  o f  2J2G. Clowes had been  d e sc r ib e d  a s  hue%#m@ 

man i;qpon h is  d ea th  i n  I 632, b u t he had p e rso n a l e s t a t e  a p p ra is e d  a t  

B 9 2 .1 4 s .4 d ., o f  which B 6 8 .lO s .Jd . was accoun ted  f o r  by  h is  l iv e s to c k .

Clowes* d a u g h te r , M argare t, m arried  R ich a rd  Groome, a younger son o f  th e  

p r o l i f i c  fam ily  o f  th e  Groomes o f  S le e p , who th u s  in h e r i te d  th e  tenem ent. For 

s e v e r a l  g e n e ra tio n s  t h i s  fa m ily  had an  e s t a t e  i n  B leep  town, o u ts id e  th e  

p a r i s h ,  and th e  custom  had been  f o r  tiie e ld e s t  so n  to  i n h e r i t  t h i s  e s t a t e  upon 

h is  m arriag e , and f o r  th e  f a th e r  t o  * r e t i r e *  a s  th e  Mainwarings* le a s e  te n a n t 

a t  S le e p  H a ll .  They c o n tin u ed  to  farm  t h e i r  own e s t a t e  th ro u g h o u t th e  

e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t l o s t  th e  le a s e  to  S le ep  H e ll  a f t e r  John Groome (b o rn  

I 6I 8) had farm ed incom peten tly  and  had w asted  m ost o f  h i s  s to c k .  I t  was 

t h i s  Jo lin 's  younger b r o th e r ,  R ic h a rd , who m arried  F la rgsre t Clowes.

R ichard  and i large r e t  had no so n s , b u t  they  d id  have f iv e  d a u g h te rs , a l l  

o f  whom m arried  S h ro p sh ire  men from o u ts id e  th e  p a r is h .  The y o u n g est d au g h te r 

m arried  h e r  c o u s in , R ichard  Groome IX, th e  son  o f  h e r  u n c le , John . They, to o .
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had f iv e  d a u g h te rs , and a ls o  a so n , R ichard  I I I ,  who c a r r i e d  th e  name on 

in to  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . a j u n io r  b ranch  o f  th e  Groomes were weavers 

and la b o u re rs  who le a s e d  G ittin s*  f re e h o ld  tenem ent a t  Houlston* They, 

to o , su rv iv e d  beyond the  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .

J* The Forms to n s

The Form atons w ere a n o th e r  p r o l i f i c  fam ily  who were te n a n t- f a  n iters o f  

th e  lo rd  f o r  m ost o f th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .  W illiam  

Forms ton  o f  Mar to n  was rec o rd ed  i n  th e  m anorial r o l l s  o f  1529*42, and p a id  

th e  su b s id y  in  1544. He was re c o rd e d  in  th e  I 56J  r e n t a l  a s  h o ld in g  two 

tenem ents th e re  a t  th e  y e a r ly  r e n t  o f  IJ a .^ -d .,  w ith  a d d i t io n a l  lan d  i n  l^ d d le -  

wood a t  5 s . r e n t .  When he d ie d  i n  th a t  same y e a r  he l e f t  B l0 . l6 s .8 d .  w orth 

o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  to  h ia  w ife , im rg s re t ,  and t h e i r  th re e  so n s , Thomas, John , 

and R ichard .

This Thomas had a son  named a f t e r  him who was pay ing  an in c re a s e d  r e n t  

o f  B l .2 s .4 d .  and an en tzy  f in e  o f  B6 . l j s . 4d . a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  su rvey  o f  

1602. T his Thomas I I  had m a rr ie d  ^&^gery C h a lo n e r, th e  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  

Itlyddle b la c k sm ith , i n  1 J9 J , and th e y  had f iv e  sons and fo u r  d a u g h te rs . Three 

o f  th e se  c h i ld r e n  d ie d  young, liary  m arried  a  S h ro p sh ire  man, and Susan  m arried  

Bartholomew P ie r c e ,  a lo c a l  t a i l o r .  Three o th e r  c h i ld r e n ,  W illiam , S tephen , 

and Sam uel, were a l l  r e n t in g  tenem ents from th e  lo r d  in  I 64I ,  w h ile  Thomas I I I  

became a s e rv a n t  to  Roger K lnaston  o f  H ordley , e s q u ir e ,  b e fo re  moving t o  

London, where he d ie d  o f  th e  p lag u e . His so n , Thomas IV, r e tu rn e d  to  hiarton 

f o r  a s h o r t  t im e , e n l i s t e d  on th e  s id e  o f th e  k in g  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  V.ars, and 

was k i l l e d  in  b a t t l e .



216.

W illiam  was th e  e ld e s t  su rv iv in g  son , end he combined w orking on h is  

f a t h e r 's  te n e n e n t a t  Merton w ith  h ia  c r a f t  o f  w eaving. He m arried  a d a u g h te r 

o f  the  j u n io r  b ran ch  o f  the  Juxes who l iv e d  i n  th e  c o tta g e  a t  H oulston  Lane.

i l l i a m  w ent to  l i v e  i n  th i s  c o tta g e  f o r  a tim e u n t i l  he bought a S h 's  te n e 

ment a t  h a rtcm , when he s o ld  th e  c o t ta g e  to  Bartholomew P ie r c e ,  h i s  b ro th e r -  

in - la w . (Thomas Ash had f a l l e n  in to  d e b t, and a f t e r  s u f f e r in g  as  a r o y a l i s t  

s o ld i e r  he was fo rc e d  to  s e l l  h is  a n c e s t r a l  home and move t o  a more hunble 

dw elling  in  l o r t o n ) .

W illiam  Form ston p ro sp e red  in  h ia  new tenem ent and was soon a b le  to  des

c r ib e  h im se lf  a s  yeoman. But some o f  h is  c h i ld re n  b ro u g h t h i s  name in to  

d is re p u te .  One o f  h is  two d a u g h te rs  m arried  a i l l i a m  C ha loner, th e  Ijyddle 

cooper, and became known a s  a t h i e f  and as  th e  m other o f  w hores. John , th e  

youngest so n , became a g a rdener a t  Ruyton, W illiam  I I  became a h a t t e r  b u t 

drank h im se lf  i n to  p o v e rty , and th e  e ld e s t  so n , Thomas Form ston V, m arried  a 

widow from Bt a n w a rd in e - in - th e - f ie ld s ,  sp e n t h e r  money, and  was fo rc e d  to  s e l l  

th e  tenem ent he  in h e r i te d  from  h is  f a th e r .  He moved to  C aw estry to  s e l l  a l e ,  

b u t f e l l  i n to  d eb t and f l e d  t o  London. w ith  h is  d e p a r tu re  th e  s e n io r  b ranch  

o f  the  Fozmistons became e x t in c t  i n  th e  p a r is h . The man who had bought A sh 's  

o ld  tenem ent from  him was h is  s te p - s o n ,  Diomas Biww, who was a p p re n tic e d  to  

A i l l i a m  w atson, th e  kyddlewood t a i l o r .  He was te n a n t h e re  a t  th e  c lo se  o f  th e
53

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  end " l iv e d  upon i t  i n  good fa s h io n " .

A th i r d  son  o f  Thomas Form ston I I ,  and th e  b ro th e r  o f  w il lia m  I  end 

Thomas I I I ,  was S tephen  Form ston (1611-1674), who in h e r i te d  th e  fam ily  tenem ent 

a t  l a r t o n  and  who was ta x e d  i^ o n  two h e a r th s  i n  1672. S tephen  had B j2 .7 s .6 d .

5 J . (kxigh, pp . 148- 49 .
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w orth  o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  a t  th e  tim e o f  h i s  d e a th , and i s  alw ays d e sc r ib e d  

i n  th e  s u rv iv in g  re c o rd s  as yeoman. He m arried  a lo c a l  g i r l ,  Ja n e  Sim cocks, 

and they  had th re e  sons and one d a u g h te r . I h e i r  so n , John , d ie d  i n  ch ildhood  

itioraaa VI l iv e d  a t  I ta rto n  and was tax ed  on one h e a r th  th e re  in  1672, b u t 

d ie d  a lm ost a t  th e  same time as h is  f a t h e r ,  ]& ry m azried  a Sim cocks, and 

o tephen  Forma to n  I I  ( I 65J - I 7I I )  rem ained a b a c h e lo r . He f l e d  th e  p a r is h  

a f t e r  f a th e r in g  a b a s ta rd  on one o f h i s  c o u s in s , a d au g h te r o f  V iilliam  and 

n a rg a re t  C ha loner, b u t  he must have re tu rn e d  l a t e r  in  l i f e  f o r  he  was b u r ie d  

i n  Hyddle ch u rch y ard .

The y o u n g s t  son o f  Thomas Form ston I I  was bazm el, who was b rough t up 

a s  a g lo v e r . He l iv e d  w ith  h i s  b ro th e r ,  Thomas I I I ,  i n  London f o r  a tim e , 

b u t re tu rn e d  upon th e  ou tb reak  o f  p lague  in  th e  16JO* s .  Gough d e sc r ib e s  

him as "a sw aggering  b rave  young man and a c r a f ty  s u t l e  p e rso n " . He m arried  

whe widow o f R ich a rd  P icks took o f  Hrandwood ( th e  l a s t  o f  an  a n c ie n t  fam ily  

th e r e ) ,  which m arriage  "so e  d is p le a s e d  th e  younger s i s t e r ,  t h a t  she  would 

n o t come n e a re  themj b u t t  th e  e ld e r  s i s t e r  dyed n o t lo n g  a f t e r  and l e f t  noe 

c h i ld  beeh inde  h e r ,  and th en  üiiargsret th e  yonger s i s t e r ,  who was soe d isco n 

te n te d  w ith  h e r  s i s t e r  f o r  lo v e in g  and m arry ing  Samuel Form eston, was c o n te n t 

to  m arry w ith  him h e r s e l f e ,  which soon a f t e r  was done". Samuel e n fra n c h ise d  

h i s  w i f e 's  copyhold lan d s  i n  T y lley  and added th e  High H u rsts  ( t h a t  John Gough 

had te n a n te d  to  h is  Brandwood tenem ent, so  t h a t  he was soon a b le  to  des

c r ib e  h im se lf  a s  yeoman. His son  and namesaxe, how ever, d ie d  b e fo re  he was 

m arried , and a lth o u g h  Samuel had s ix  o th e r  c h i ld r e n ,  a l l  o f  them were 

d a u g h te rs . F iv e  o f  tiiem grew up and m arried , and th e  tenem ent passed  to  

th e  e ld e s t  d a u g h te r, M argare t, and h e r  husband, James F e w tr e l l ,  a S h ro p sh ire
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loan. The la r g e  fam ily  o f  th e  Fonostons seemed to  have ended th rough  th e

la c k  o f  male h e i r s ,  b u t B tephen re tu rn e d  to  th e  p a r is h ,  and th e  name was

c a r r ie d  on u n t i l  w e ll in to  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry .

4* E dge's tenem ent

The lo r d  owned two o th e r  tenem ents in  B arton . Raphes th e  c a r p e n te r 's

w i l l  be d e a l t  w ith  i n  th e  n ex t c h a p te r . As fo r  E dge 's  tenem ent, " I t  i s  a

sm a ll th in g  and ly e s  betw een Marton and F e t to n , n ea re  a p la c e  c a l le d  th e
54

Rowlands", r i g h t  on th e  p a r is h  boundary. Hugh Edge f i r s t  ap p ea rs  in  th e  

m anoria l r o l l s  i n  1542, and was paying th e  su b sid y  r o l l  i n  1544. H is des

c e n d a n ts , Thomas and R ich a rd , ap p ea r i n  th e  r e n ta l s  pay ing  7 s . r e n t  f o r  t h e i r  

two leasow s. Hut t h i s  fam ily  d ie d  o u t and Thomas A tc h e r le y  took a le a s e  o f  

th e  tenem ent and gave i t  tO h is  youngest so n , R ichard , a t  th e  tim e o f  h is  

m arriag e . A t th e  c lo s e  of th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , R ic h a rd 's  widow and h e r  

second husband, Thomas Harwood, a Shrewsbury g ro c e r , w ere th e  te n a n ts .

(c )  v^ddlewood

B ix sm a ll tenem ents were c re a te d  o u t o f  i.yddlewood d u rin g  the  s ix te e n th  

and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . These were a l l  in h a b ite d  by c ra ftsm en  o r  la b o u re r s ,  

and w i l l  be  d e a l t  w ith  i n  l a t e r  s e c t io n s .

(d) brandwood and D iv lin  wood

ih e  e n c lo su re  o f  th e s e  woods a llow ed  s ix  tenem ents and  one c o tta g e  to  

be  e re c te d . Some o f  th e  sm a lle r  ones w ere n ever a b le  t o  su p p o rt a fa m ily , 

b u t th e  l a r g e r  tenem ents were farmed by y eom an-craftsm en who w ere amongst th e

54# CAJugh, p.157.
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m ost s u b s t a n t i a l  farm ers o f  ï^ d d le .  The H ordleys and th e  T ay lo rs w i l l  be 

m entioned in  th e  n ex t c h a p te r , and th e  Chidlows r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  Üie s e c t io n  

on la b o u re r s .  Of th e  r e s t ,  the B idcleys were tiie  most p ro sp e ro u s  and th e  

most a n c ie n t  i n  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  j^arish*

I'he B ick lev s

^tioongst th e  p o ssess io n s  of th e  C o rb e tts  o f  S taxm ardine Old H a ll was a 

tenem ent th e y  le a se d  from  th e  lo r d  i n  brandwood, which c o n s is te d  in  1617 

o f  86 a c r e s ,  f o r  which th ey  p a id  an  annual r e n t  o f 36s.6d. T his tenem ent 

was s u b - le t  to  th e  B iok leys and f i r s t  ap p ea rs  i n  th e  m an o ria l r e n t a l s  in  

1588.
No B iok leys were m entioned in  th e  su b s id y  r o l l s  o f  1524 o r  1544, n o r

i n  th e  m an o ria l r o l l s  o f  1528H*^, b u t Roger B ic k le y , th e  s e rv a n t  o f  R obert

Jux  o f  I ^ d d le ,  fa rm er, i s  reco rd ed  i n  th e  b u r i a l  r e g i s t e r s  f o r  1543• A ccord- 
55

in g  to  Gough, Thomas B ick ley  o f  Brandwood, fa rm er, ( d ie d  1588) was th e  son  

o f  t h i s  R oger. Die Huzq^rey B ick ley  o f  Brandwood, la b o u re r ,  who m arried  in  

1575 and d ie d  i n  1598 was p robab ly  ihomas B ick ley*s b r o th e r .  He m arried  

h i n i f r e d  H ussey, th e  i l l e g i t i m a te  d a u g h te r .o f  John Hussey o f  Newton, yeoman, 

and th e y  had f iv e  sons and two d a u g h te rs . None of th « n  i s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  

p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  b a p tism s , b u t  Gough w ro te  t h a t  Morgan B ick ley  

(b o m  1578) had to  le a v e  some la n d  to  h i s  two s i s t e r s  i n  o rd e r  t o  pay le g a c ie s ,  

and t h a t  N o n e ley 's  tenem ent was s t a r t e d  i n  t h i s  way. The m an o ria l rec o rd s  

confirm  th a t  N o n e ley 's  tenem ent was c re a te d  o u t o f  th e  o r ig in a l  tenem en t o f  

86 a c r e s .

55* Gough, pp.152-53*
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Thomas and . a r y  b ic ic ley , who fa rn a d  th e  c h ie f  p a r t  o f  th e  tenem ent a s  

C o r b e t t 's  s u b - te n a n ts ,  had th re e  sons and fo u r  d a u g h te rs . Two o f  th e  g i r l s  

and one boy d ie d  young and th e  o th e r  two a re  n o t re c o rd e d  a f t e r  t h e i r  bap

t is m s . Andrew b ic k le y  (1571*1624) succeeded  h is  f a th e r  and worked a s  a 

t a i lo r - f a r m e r .  He was fo llow ed  by h is  only  so n , R ich a rd  B ick ley  (1 6 0 2 -5 9 ), 

who was succeeded  by h i s  u n c le , d i l l i a m  (bo rn  1574) ,  th e  younger b r o th e r  o f  

h is  f a t h e r .  T his W illiam  was succeeded  by h i s  son  and  namesake, », i l l i a m  

b ic k le y  I I .  "W illiam  [ l l ^  was a f a i r e  d a a le in g  p e rso n , and w e ll to  p a sse , 

b u t t  hee  was u n fo r tu n a te  i n  h i s  m arriage  w ith  E liz a b e th , d au g h te r o f  W illiam  

T y le r , o f  B a ld e rto n . Shee was more commendable f o r  h e r  b eau ty  than  h e r  

c h a s t i ty ,  and was th e  r u in  o f  th e  fa m ily " .

„i l l i a m  was a l t e r n a t i v e l y  d e sc r ib e d  a s  t a i l o r  and husbandman, and on 

one o c c a s io n  a s  yeoman. The C o rb e tts  re l in q u is h e d  t h e i r  le a s e  when th e  e n try  

f in e s  were in c re a se d  in  1658, and W illiam  B ick ley  became f u l l  te n a n t.  His 

lan d  was d e sc rib e d  in  I 640 a s  c o n s is t in g  o f  one meadcsr, two leasow s tow ards 

o le a p , th e  g re e n , th e  deep moor, and th e  c r o f t  b e fo re  h is  door. He p a id  L2 

r e n t  i n  th e  165C and I 656 r e n t a l s  and d ie d  in  1668. h is  widow o u tl iv e d  him 

by n in e  y e a rs .  l\vo o f  t h e i r  c h ild re n  d ie d  young, Thomas " p ra c t is e d  h is  

f a t h e r 's  v i r t u e s " ,  m a rr ie d , and l iv e d  in  Horton " in  good re p u te " ,  b u t  w illia m  

B ick ley  I I I  o f  Brandwood, yecman, (1649-1701) " im ita te d  h is  G ran d fa th er 

[ l y l e r ^ 's  v i l la n y e s ,  end th e  th r e e  d au g h te rs  fo llo w ed  th e  m o th e r 's  v ic e s " .  

Busan had a b a s ta rd  by th e  V ic a r o f  K in n e rle y , who was soon a fte rw a rd s  removed 

from h i s  p o s t .  She came back to  h e r  nxather's  i n  I.yddle and d ie d  o f  an 

e p id em ica l fe v e r , and h e r  b a s ta r d  was m ain ta in ed  by th e  p a r is h .  E liz a b e th ,
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th e  second d au g h te r, had a b a s ta r d  by Thomas H a ll o f  B a ld e r to n  H a ll, who 

a c c e p te d  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  h i s  u p b rin g in g . "Then hee f e l l  lam e, and had 

h is  leg g e  cu t o f f ,  and was cu red  a t  the  p a r is h  c h a rg e , w hich c o s t  a llm o s t  

a20. Hee w ears a wooden le g g e , and goeing  to  Lcmdon, hee  m e tt w ith  a w<xsan 

t h e r e ,  whom hee b ro u g h t downs w ith  him , and  says shee  i s  h i s  w ife . Hee has 

th re e  c h i ld re n  by h e r ,  and  l i v e s  i n  th e  cave  in  Haremeare H i l l ,  and has main

tenance  ou t o f  th e  P a r is h .  This E liz a b e th  a fte rw a rd s  m arryed w ith  A rth u r , a 

son o f  R obert M o rre lls , o f  Hoptou n ea re  H odnett: hee f e l l  o u t o f  a t r e e ,  and 

b rake  h is  neoke. Bhee l i v e s  in  H odnett, v e ry  p o o rs" . F in a l ly ,  A i l l i a m  

H ick ley  I I* s  e ld e s t  d a u g h te r , I ^ r y ,  m arried  George Reve o f  Fenim ere. "She 

was th e  comely e a t  o f  a l l  th e  d a u g h te rs , b u t  had noe b e t t e r  a  name th an  th e  

r e s t .  Her dau g h te rs  a r e  so e  infam ouse f o r  t h e i r  lew d n esse , t h a t  I  even 

lo a th e  to  say  more o f  them ".

w illia m  H ick ley  I I I  (1649*1701) was th e  youhger so n  o f  W illiam  I I ,  b u t  

as Thomas had moved to  H odnet, he in h e r i te d  th e  tenem ent. He m arried  S arah  

Sm ith o f  B a ld e rto n  (d ie d  172J>, and had fo u r  d a u g h te rs . Only two o f  them 

were s t i l l  l iv in g  in  I 70I .  "^nne, th e  e ld e s t ,  does n o t  a t  a l l  d e g en e ra te  

from th e  weyes o f  h e r  fem ale  k in d re d . The youngest [ ^ r y ^  i s  a s i c k ly  

crooked  g i r l e ,  and more m odest th an  th e  o th e r " .  a s  f o r  th e  f a t i ie r ,  "H is way 

o f  l iv e in g  and h is  demeanour a r e  f re s h  i n  memory. I  need  sa y  noe more o f  

him ". He d ie d  a yeoman i n  1701, w ith  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  v a lu ed  a t  L 5 4 .1 5 s .8 d . 

His w idow 's in v e n to ry  i n  1725 amounted to  o n ly  j u l l . I s .O d . ,  w ith  th e  rem ainder 

o f  th e  le a s e  v a lu ed  a t  £ 4 0 .
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The Isonelevs

The Noneleye le a se d  one o f  th e  th re e  tenem ents i n  Brandwood# This 

sm a ll farm  o r ig in a te d  when biorgan jjic k le y  was u n ab le  t o  r a i s e  money to  pay 

h is  s i s t e r ' s  le g a c ie s ,  and so  p a r t  o f  B ick ley * s tenem ent t h a t  was s u b - l e t  by
56

th e  C o rb e tts  o f  S tanw ard ine  was d iv id e d  up# One s i s t e r  m arried  John  I l l a g e  

and l iv e d  in  th e  house t h a t  was a lre ad y  b u i l t ,  w h ile  th e  o th e r  s i s t e r  m arried  

Humphrey B erg ean t who b u i l t  a l i t t l e  house on h i s  p e r t .  Both I l l a g e  and 

S e rg e a n t p a id  4 s .  r e n t  f o r  fo u r  a c re s  each in  th e  r e n t a l s  o f  1565-1597*

The e a r ly  genealogy o f  th e  Noneleys i s  c o n fu sed , and C k ju ^ 's  accoun t does 

n o t t a l l y  w ith  th e  ev idence  o f  th e  m an o ria l re c o rd s . A ccording t o  th e  r e n t a l s ,  

R ichard  honely  end %idow M argaret S e rg ea n t w ere h o ld in g  S e rg e a n t 's  p a r t  i n  

1602, and were pay ing  4 s .  r e n t  and a £ l# 1 5 s# 4 d . e n try  f i n e .  The l iv e s  i n  th e  

le a s e  w ere th o se  o f  M argaret S e rg ea n t, R ichard  M oneley, and Diomas, th e  son 

o f Thomas None!^. In  th e  same r e n t a l ,  John  xx lage was pay ing  4 s . r e n t  and a 

,u2 .15s.4d . e n try  f i n e ,  and a l a t e r  s te w ard  n o ted  t h a t  i n  I 64I» I l l a g e 's  p a r t  

was a l s o  h e ld  by  Thomas hone ley . A ccording  to  Gough, h o n e ley  had bought 

t h i s  sm a ll tenem ent from i l l a g e .

Diomas Noneley was "a c ro s s e ,  q u a rre lso m e, and  troublesom e man among h i s  

n e ig h b o u rs , and  th e re fo re  n o t w e ll  bee lo v ed . He l iv e d  p r e t t y  w e ll  in  h i s  

w i f e 's  t im e , though hee  was th en  much g iv en  to  d r in k e in g . B u tt  a f t e r  h i s  

w i f e 's  decease  hee w ent a l l  to  nought, and  was g o t t  so e  f a r  in  deb t t h a t  hee 

was l a i d  i n  G cele and s e t t  h i s  tenem ent, and h is  poo rs c h i ld r e n  were fo rc e d  

to  t r u s t  th em se lv es , and works f o r  t h e i r e  l iv e in g .  Hee was soe  poo rs in  G oals
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — ■ — ! ■ ■ ■  II I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     I ,

56. Gough, p .150.
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t h a t  hee  w anted o lo e th a  and m eate, and th e r e f o r e ,  to  g e t t  a 11 t i e  money, hee 

was h i r e d  to  bee hangman a t t  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  Ihomaa F a rb o t t  o f  Fra nek to n  $.# 

This was a d isg ra c e  to  N oneley and h ia  fam ily  ev er a f t e r .  w hether hee dyed 

i n  p r is o n ,  o r  was l e t t  o u t f o r  py thy , I  can n o t t e l l ,  b u t s u re  X am t h a t  hee 

dyed v e ry  p o o re" .

This Thomas ap p ea rs  t o  b e  th e  Diomas Noneley o f  Hrandwood, husbandman, 

who d ie d  in  I 669. He m arried  a t  l e a s t  tw ice  and had s e v e r a l  c h i ld r e n .  There 

a r e  no rec o rd s  a f t e r  b ap tism  o f  th re e  d au g h te rs  and one so n , b u t ^inne d ie d  in  

in fa n c y , Joan  m arried  a W elling ton  c h a n d le r , and TYancis was a day la b o u re r .  

The e ld e s t  son was iu rth u r Noneley (1 6 3 0 -9 2 ), #10 was exempt on grounds o f  

p o v e rty  from th e  h e a r th  ta x  o f  1672. He m arried  M argare t R id e r , who was 

"descended  o f  a good b u t  decayed fam ily  in  M ontgom eryshire". They had seven 

so n s  and fo u r  d a u g h te rs , and a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  f a t h e r ,  " th e  F a r is h  took  

a le a s e  f o r  him o f  t h a t  house and la n d  which d id  fo rm erly  beelong  to  S e rg ea n t; 

th e  P a r ish  p a id  th e  f in e " .  His s i s t e r ,  Jo an , and h e r  husband, John H i l l ,  

re n te d  th e  o th e r  p e r t  and so  once a g a in  th e  tenem ent was d iv id e d  in to  two.

H i l l  was s t i l l  l iv in g  th e re  in  I 70I  and was m ain ta ined  by th e  c h a r i ty  o f  h is  

n e ig h b o u r, James F e w tr e l l .  A rthu r Nonely was succeeded  by  h i s  son , Jo h n , 

(b o rn  1662) ,  who d ied  a pauper in  1742. His younger b r o th e r ,  R ich a rd , 

( 1672- 1733) a l s o  d ied  a pauper, w h ile  a n o th e r  b r o th e r ,  Thomas, ( I 665- I 7 I I )  

was a la b o u re r  who had («ily  £9.7s*O d. w orth  o f  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  upon h i s  d e a th . 

The Noneleys co n tin u ed  to  be  v ery  poor w e ll  in to  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .
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i .e ta o n 'a  tenem ent

T his was a tenem ent h e ld  o f  the  lo r d  i n  D iv lin  wood, t h a t  had been  

c re a te d  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e ,  du rin g  th e  re ig n  o f  Queen E lisa b e th #  "D ie house 

was b u i l t  by George n a tso n , ^ a y l i f f e  o f  t h i s  Mannor# Hee in o lo a se d  sev e re  11 i 

p e ic e s  ou t o f  th e  conmon Moores, and o u t o f  th e  common, c a l le d  D iv lin  wood;
i

and so e  made a sm a ll tenem ent a b o u t th e  houses b u t I  th in k  hee had made no i
57

outhouses b e fo re  h i s  u n tim e ly  d e a th , f o r  hee was drowned a t t  Harem eare".

In  th e  1588 r e n t a l ,  George %atson was pay ing  8 s .4 d . f o r  h i s  tenem ent and wood- 

la n d , a f u r th e r  £ 2 .4 s .0 d . f o r  h i s  moor and w oodland, and 5 s .6 d . f o r  la n d  a t  

B ilm arsh . F o u rteen  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  h i s  widow, Ja n e , was pay ing  7s*4d. f o r  a 

messuage and p e r t  o f  th e  H i l l  fu rlo n g  i n  à ^ d d le , end  th e  same £ 2 .4 s .0 d . r e n t  

f o r  do a c re s  o f  B u rlto n  moor, to g e th e r  w ith  e i ^ t  a c re s  o f  p a s tu re  i n  l^ d d le -  

wood. She no lo n g e r  h e ld  th e  lan d  a t  H ilm arsh . Her so n , Morgan, and  h i s  

w ife , J a n e , were named a s  th e  l iv e s  i n  th e  l e a s e ,  b u t  by  I 64I  John L loyd  was 

le a s in g  th e  7**48. m essuage, and Thomas G uest and h is  w ife ,  M argare t, had 

moved in to  th e  tenem ent a t  th e  B u rlto n  s id e  o f  D iv l in  wood.

The r e n t a l s  o f  1617-58 show t h a t  th e  Watson fam ily  had a lre a d y  d ie d  o u t. 

Thomas P a r r  r e n te d  th e  messuage i n  Myddle i n  1617, b u t  i t  had been t a k w  by  

John L loyd by  1654* Thoioas and M argaret G uest had two sons and a d a u g h te r , 

Mary. T his Mary became in v o lv ed  i n  a case  o f  bigam y, f o r  when sh e  was a 

s e rv a n t  to  a Hodnet k n ig h t, sh e  s e c r e t l y  m arried  th e  k n ig h t 's  son  and b o re  him 

s e v e ra l  c h i ld r e n .  He then  t r i e d  to  m arry a g a in , t h i s  tim e to  a la d y  o f  

s u p e r io r  s t a t u s .  There was a g r e a t  sc a n d a l and a c a se  h ea rd  a t  t h e  c o n s is to ry

57. Gough, p p .114- 15*
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c o u r t  a t  L ic h f ie ld ,  b e fo re  she was pecked o f f  to  London w ith  a p en sio n .

Thomas G u e s t 's  younger son , R ich a rd , was a t a i l o r  i n  ik x k e t D ray ton , and 

th e  e ld e r  so n , Ralph G uest, in h e r i te d  th e  tenem ent (w here he was taxed  on one 

h e a r th  i n  I 672) . He "was a so b e r , p e ac ea b le  man; h i s  ic^ loym en t was buying  

co m e i n  one mark e t t  tow ne, and s e l l i n g  i t  in  a n o th e r , which i s  c a l le d  B adgeing. 

His w i f e 's  name was Anne, shee  was a d e c e n t housekeeper. They l iv e d  lo v e in g -  

l y ,  and i n  good re p u te " . Anne d ie d  i n  I 67I  and h e r  husband d ie d  e ig h t  y e a rs  

l a t e r .  They had two so n s , R ichard  G uest (1642-94;» and George (1655-49)*

R ich ard  succeeded  h i s  f a th e r  and took a new le a s e  o f  th e  tenem ent i n  I 686. 

when he d ie d ,  th e  a p p ra is e r s  o f  h is  in v e n to ry  d e sc r ib e d  him as  yeoman, and 

v a lu ed  h is  p e rso n a l e s ta te  a t  £97*5&*6d. H is widow, a B u r lto n  woman, m arried  

F ra n c is  V.atson, a t a i l o r  o f  Myddlewood. They had th re e  sons and two d a u g h te rs . 

One d au g h te r m arried  in to  th e  la b o u rin g  fam ily  o f  D av ies, and th e  on ly  o th e r  

c h i ld  to  s u rv iv e  ch ild h o o d , Thomas . a ts o n  (1684*1742), d ie d  a pauper. R ich a rd  

G uest had no c h ild re n  t o  su cceed  him.

The i.-ickstocks

The s e n io r  b ran ch  o f  th e  r ic k s to c k s  re n te d  a tenem ent from th e  lo r d  i n  

jjrandwood. They f i r s t  ap p ea r i n  the  1565 r e n t a l ,  when R ichard  F ic k s to c k  o f  

Brandwood, fa rm e r, was paying  9 s . r e n t  f o r  h i s  tenem ent and a f u r th e r  5** f o r  

p a s tu re s  i n  th e  new ly -enclosed  Nyddlewood. R ichard  m arried  tw ice» f i r s t  o f  a l l  

to  a i.yddle g i r l ,  and th e n  to  a Bhrewsbury woman. He had th re e  sons» R oger, 

who i n h e r i t e d  th e  tenement^ Andrew (1545*l607)» who s t a r t e d  th e  ju n io r  b ran ch  

o f  la b o u re rs  and husbandmen a t  H ou lston , and R ich ard , who i s  n o t  rec o rd ed  a g a in  

a f t e r  h i s  b a p tism  in  1549*
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Roger P ic k s  took o f  orendwood, fsrru er, c o n tin u ed  to  r e n t  h i s  n in e  a c re s  

a t  Brandwood, b u t  re l in q u is h e d  th e  leasow s i n  A^ddlewood. F o r a tim e , he 

le a se d  fo u r  a c r e s  in  Myddle end s u b - l e t  them to  R ich a rd  D eskin , b u t  by 1602 

he was on ly  fan n in g  th e  te n e n w t  i n  Brandwood. He d ie d  i n  I 60Ô, b u t  h is  

widow, Anne, c o n tin u ed  to  farm  th e  p ro p e r ty  u n t i l  h e r  d e a th  i n  16J5* Roger 

and Hime had th re e  sons end two d a u g h te rs . Only W illiam  (1381-1620) and 

Deth ( 1388- 1624) reached  a d u lth o o d  and n m rried , though th e y , to o , d ie d  

b e fo re  th ey  reached  th e  age  o f  f o r ty .  W illiam  in h e r i t e d  the  Brandwood farm  

and was succeeded  by  h is  so n , R ichard  (b o m  1617). By t h i s  tim e th e  Jrlck- 

8 tocks w ere d e sc r ib in g  them selves a s  yeomen.

In  1657 R ich a rd  P icks took  m arried  E lis a b e th  L usk in , th e  d au g h te r o f  a 

T y lley  ta n n e r , b u t he d ie d  w h ile  h i s  two c h i ld re n  were v e ry  young. His p e r

so n a l e s ta te  was a p p ra ise d  a t  L J 3 .J s .8 d . ,  which in c lu d e d  a LlO leg a cy  l e f t  

to  him. His c h i ld re n  d ie d  a s h o r t  w h ile  a f te rw a rd s ,  and th e  s e n io r  b ranch  

o f  th e  P ic k s to c k s  became e x t in c t .

M eanwhile, S e th  P icks took  had m arried  Mary Jux  o f F id d le .  S e th  was 

a ls o  d e sc r ib e d  a s  a Brandwood yeoman, and l a t e r ,  a s  a yeoman o f  Has to n . His 

d a u g h te r , Mary, m arried  a Sm ethcot man, and h i s  so n , R ich a rd , succeeded  him 

and was s t i l l  l iv in g  a t  H aston a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .

The younger branch o f th e  fam ily  a t  H oulston  had s t a r t e d  w ith  undrew 

P icks took , th e  younger son  o f  R ichard  P ick s took I .  Andrew was rec o rd ed  a s  

paying l s .8 d .  r e n t  to  th e  lo r d  i n  I 588 and 1597» b u t  by I 6I 7 t h i s  lan d  was 

h e ld  by V» i l l i a m  Jux  o f  H ou lston . Die P icks to ck s  had moved to  a n o th e r  te n e 

ment i n  h o u ls to n  th a t  was f re e h o ld  la n d  owned by th e  k n ig h tly  Edwards. Andrew
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was o c c a s io n a l ly  d e sc r ib e d  a s  husbandnian, b u t was re c o rd e d  a s  la b o u re r  a t
I

th e  d ea th  o f  h i s  w ife  in  I 607* They had f iv e  c h i ld r e n  and  were succeeded 

by  t h e i r  so n , George P ic k s to ck  (1385-1635) • He, to o , was a l t e r n a t iv e ly  

d e sc r ib e d  a s  husbandman o r  la b o u re r .  "He was v e ry  infam ouse f o r  r e s e l l i n g  

o f  s to ln e  goods. His ground was overgrowne w ith  wood and th o rn e s , and ,
58

ly in g  in  a n  obscu re  p la c e , was a f i t t  r e c e p ta c le  f o r  s to ln e  b e a s ts  and h o rse s " .i  

He and h is  w i f e ,  D orothy, had two soiiS end two d a u g h te rs , and he had a ls o  had 

a b a s ta r d  d a u g h te r  b e fo re  h i s  m arriag e . Upon h i s  d e a th , h i s  in v e n to ry  was 

v a lu e d  a t  L 3 1 .6 s .2 d . ,  b u t  he owed th i r t e e n  sums o f  money to  v a r io u s  p eo p le , 

am ounting to  £67*7* .8d.

Of h i s  c h i ld r e n ,  on ly  John and E liz a b e th  s u rv iv e d  ch ild h o o d . John P ic k -  

s to c k  was a s e rv a n t  o f  R ichard  Gough V f o r  a tim e , and was "an a b le  and a c t iv e  

person  i n  husbandry". He th e n  se rv e d  Samuel Forms to n  o f  Hrandwood, " g o t t  a 

wench w ith  c h i ld  and f le d  away". A f te r  th e  d ea th  o f  George P icks to ck ,

W illiam  B ick ley  became te n a n t o f  Edwards' f re e h o ld . G eorge 's w ife ,  D orothy, 

d ie d  a pauper i n  I 639,  and th e  j u n io r  branch o f  th e  P icks tocks a l s o  became 

e x t in c t  i n  th e  p a r is h .

( e> H oulston

By the  tim e o f  th e  T ith e  Award o f  1838 H ou lston  had d isa p p e a re d  a s  a 

s e p a ra te  tow nship  and com prised  j u s t  one farm  o f  148^ a c re s .  D uring the  

s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  however, t h e r e  had been  fo u r  tenm nen ts, 

th r e e  o f  which w ere alw ays l e t  t o  te n a n ts .

3 8 . Gough, p .88.
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The m an o ria l r o l l s  o f  15JÔ re c o rd  fo u r  tenem en ts, held  by Henzy Sm ith , 

R ichard  Hayward, Thomas K in a s to n , and ( J o in t ly )  by R ioiiard  Moore and R ich a rd  

G i t t in s .  These lan d s  changed hands f r e q u e n t ly  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry .

I n  th e  1363 r e n t a l  th e  tenem ents were a l l  f re e h o ld s  pay ing  a c h ie f  r e n t  

to  th e  lo r d  o f  Myddle, end h e ld  by th e  f a m il ie s  o f  N ic h o la s , T y le r, Tong, 

and  T h u r lin . The N ich o lases  o f  B a ld e rto n  H a ll h e ld  J u s t  one marsh c r o f t  

a t  th e  an n u a l c h ie f  r e n t  o f  4 s . ,  and th e  Chambres c o n tin u ed  to  r e n t  i t  even 

a f t e r  th e y  had g iv en  up B a ld e r to n  K e ll b u t  r e ta in e d  Broom hurst Farm.

In  th e  1588 r e n t a l  th e  I d l e r s  f re e h o ld  was even ly  d iv id e d  betw een R ich a rd  

and Thomas T y le r , b u t  by 1597 th e  fbnd ly  was no lo n g e r  i n  p o sse s s io n , end th e  

It nd was h e ld  j o i n t l y  by Thomas Barm eston and James ¥ ,ic h e r le y . The % ich e rley s 

co n tin u ed  to  h o ld  t h e i r  p a r t  th r o u ^ o u t  th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu ry , b u t  Barras- 

s t o n 's  sh a re  had been  bought by th e  G i t t in s  fam ily  o f  C a s t le  Farm by th e  tim e 

o f  th e  n ex t r e n t a l ,  i n  I 617. I t  was r e ta in e d  by them f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  

c e n tu ry .

In  1563 th e  Tongs had h e ld  t h e i r  f re e h o ld  j o i n t l y  w ith  Mr. R ich ard  

T h u r lin , b u t  by  I 5Ô8 t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  were th e  Lloyds o f  Myddle. Some exchange 

o f  lan d s seems to  have taken  p la c e  during  th e  nex t few y e a r s ,  f o r  i n  I 617 th e  

Lloyds w ere j o i n t  f re e h o ld e rs  w ith  th e  îi/icfcerleys, and Thomas Edwards, e s q u ir e ,  

h e ld  s(xne o f  th e  lan d s t h a t  had once be longed  to  T h u r lin .

So, by 1617 th e  f re e h o ld e rs  o f  H ou lston  w ere th e  Chambres o f  Brocm hurst

Farm, th e  L loyds and th e  G i t t in s  es o f  !^4yddle, and two f a m il ie s  from a d jo in in g

p e rish e s  -  th e  Edwardses end th e  V»ickerleys. The f i r s t  th r e e  fa m ilie s  have
59

a lre a d y  been  d e a l t  w ith ; to  Gough, L lo y d s ' te n a n ts  w ere "n o th in g  w orth  

59. Gough, p p .88- 89.
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m ention ing", b u t  th e  i>stons were te n a n ts  o f  th e  G i t t in s  es f o r  many y e a rs . 

R eg ina ld  j is to n , la b o u re r ,  and h is  w ife ,  Jo an  (d ie d  1628) ,  had a so n , J d in ,  

and two d a u g h te rs . John was "a p e rso n  o f  deformed countenance and a m is- 

shapen body» h i s  pace o r  g a te  was d i r e c t l y  such  a s  i f  hee had s tu d ie d  to  

ijm ita te  th e  pea cook e . . .  He was a s o r t  o f  a s i l l y  fe l lo w , v e ry  id le  and much 

g iv en  to  s t e a l i n g  o f  p o u ltry  and sm a ll t i l in g s " . His s i s t e r ,  Mary, m arried  

w illiam  Groome and had two so n s , John and D a n ie l. John Groome m arried , 

and " b u i l t  a p r e t ty  l y t l e  house on t h i s  tenem ent, and  l iv e d  i n  a good c o n d it io n  

f o r  many y e a r s .  Hee was alw ayes a so b e r  man, and a p a in e f u l l  la b o re r ;  b u t  

h is  w ife  i s  now b l in d e ,  and  hee i s  o ld  and in d eed  an  o b je c t  o f  c h a r i ty " .

AS f o r  th e  Edwardses, " th ey  a re  a s o r t  o f  q u ie t  m ild  p e rso n s , and make no 

g re a t  f ig u r e  e i t h e r  in  Towne o r  C oun try". A b ranch  o f  th e  P ick s to ck s l iv e d  

h e re  a s  te n a n ts .  Andrew i ic k s to c k  was h e re  from a t  l e a s t  1588 u n t i l  h ia  

death  i n  I 607. His so n , George P icks tock  (1583-1635)» s  husbandman o r  la b o u r

e r ,  succeeded  him, fo llow ed  by  n i l l ia m  B ic k le y , W illiam  T y le r , Samuel Form ston , 

end James F e w tre l l .  %  1701 " a l l  th e  b u i ld in g s  (were) f a l l e n ,  save one ly  

some p a r t  o f  th e  dw elling  house  which i s  made u se  o f  to  p u t hay and fo d d er 

in " .  George P ic k s  tock* s  in v e n to ry  i n  1635/6 shows th a t  t h i s  o ld  house had 

been a s im p le  b u ild in g  w ith  two u p s ta i r s  rooms and two d o w n s ta irs , w ith  a 

s t a b le ,  b a m , and ou thouse . No o ld  b u i ld in g  su rv iv e s  in  H oulston  to d ay .

The only  r e s id e n t  f re e h o ld e rs  were th e  Y *ickerleys, who came from  nearby

Y orton . "James V ticherley was a wealtl^y man, v e ry  p ro v id en t end s p a re in g , o r
60

a s  some would say  c o v e to u se" . H i t  son# Richsrdm hsd  a d is jp o s itto n .

6 0 . Gough, pp.54-57•
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he was a v ic t im  o f  p lu n d erin g  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  V.are, and " se e in g  h i s  goods 

and h o rse s  tak en  away, and h is  money consumed in  pay ing  ta x e s , he to o k e  an  

extrem e g r e i f e  and dyed". Having no c h ild  o f  h is  own, he was succeeded  by 

h is  ad o p ted  kinsm an, R ichard  A ick erley  XI. "Hee was a q u ie t  man, and  l iv e d  

p eaceab ly  w ith  th e  widow, f o r  shee  ru le d  a l l  th in g s  and d id  w hat sh e e  p le a se d . 

Hee was g iven  to  no v ic e ,  no r seemed t o  b e  pz*oud; hee n ev er a l t e r e d  th e  

fa s h io n  o f h is  c lo a th e s ,  f o r  hee n e v e r had b u t  one and th e  same s u i t e  d u rin g  

a l l  th e  tim e t h a t  I  knew him, which was ab o u t te n  yea r e s " .  Hee, to o ,  n ev er

m a rr ie d , and ad o p ted  R ichard  ¥%ickerley I I I ,  th e  son  o f  h ia  b r o th e r ,  and  "p u t 

him to  schoo le  to  &Ir. S uger o f  B roughton, a t t  w hat tim e I  was a s c h o l ia r  

th e r e .  Hee was v e ry  d u l l  a t  le a rn in g ,  w hich cau sed  Mr. S uger to  sa y  v e ry  

o f te n  hee had noe g u t t s  i n  h i s  b r a in e s ,  b u t  i t  seems hee had g e a re  i n  h is  

b r i t c h e s ,  f o r  hee g o t one o f  h i s  u n c le 's  s e rv a n t  maids w ith  c h i ld ,  and 

th e reu p o n  h i s  u n c le  s e n t  him to  London and bound him an a p p re n tic e  th e r e  to  

a p e rso n  t h a t  u sed  some sm all t ra d e  abou t s t u f f s  and  s e r je y s .  B efo re  h i s  

tim e  was f u l ly  e x p ire d , hee m arryed h is  m aid". T h is R ichard  s ta y e d  i n  London, 

and b e in g  poor, s o ld  h i s  lan d s t o  D a n ie l W ickerley  o f  C liv e , e s q u ir e ,  who 

had b een  r a is e d  in  a noblem an 's s e r v ic e  and t r a in e d  a s  a law yer. He was 

tax ed  on one h e a r th  a t  H oulston  in  1672. He was in v o lv e d  in  many law s u i t s ,  

b u t  " I  have h eard  him much commended f o r  t h a t  hee  d id  n ev er con tend  w ith  

persons unab le  to  d e a le  w ith  him , b u t t  w ith  g r e a t  p e rso n s" . He was succeeded  

by h is  son , V iilliam  W ickerley , th e  p o e t ,  o f  whom Gough o n ly  s a y s , he was "a 

p e rso n  a s  h ig h ly  educa ted  a s  any i n  t h i s  County, and e x c e l le n t ly  s k i l l d  in  

dira ma t i  c a l l  p o e try " . He wa s  perha ps lî yiéi
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( f )  B a ld e rto n

T here w ere fo u r  sm ell f r e e h o ld  tenem ents i n  th e  tow nship o f  B a ld e r to n , 

h e ld  o f  th e  manor o f  Hardwick. Only one o f  thiese has su rv iv e d  th e  en - 

r jro ss in g  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .

1 . zhe Haywards

The Haywards fa iw ed  a sm a ll f re e h o ld  tenem ent i n  B a ld e r to n  w hich th ey

h e ld  a t  a £14 c h ie f  r e n t  o f  th e  manor o f  Hardwick (fo rm e rly  Haughmond Abbey;.

T here was no Hayward re c w d e d  in  th e  1524 su b s id y  r o l l ,  b u t  a John Hayward

was l iv in g  a t  B a ld e r to n  i n  1538, and upon th e  o ccasio n  o f  h i s  m arriag e  i n

1544. Another John was a t  Myddle i n  1542, and was m arried  a t  B a ld e r to n  in

1561.  He was b u r ie d  from th e re  i n  1578. His so n , Roger Hayward, was a

yeoma n r farm er a t  B a ld e rto n , b u t he d ie d  upon th e  same day as h is  f a th e r .

R oger had th r e e  sons and  th r e e  d a u g h te rs , and h i s  e ld e s t  so n , Thomas Hayward I

( 1570- 1634) ,  succeeded  him a s  yeom an-freeho lder.

T his Thomas Hayward o b ta in e d  a f re e h o ld  tenem ent i n  Newton, th a t  had

b e longed  to  th e  C ozbetta  o f  S tan w ard in e , i n  exchange f o r  £20 and some o f  h is
61

B a ld e rto n  la n d s . (Gough say s  t h a t  t h i s  £20 deb t was unpaid  f o r  a t  l e a s t  

f o r ty  y e a r s ) .  T his Newton f re e h o ld  was l e t  to  te n a n ts  end e v e n tu a lly  s o ld  by 

Thomas Hayward I I  (b o rn  1599) to  Thomas H a ll o f  B a ld e rto n  H a ll. T his was an 

unw ise sp e c u la tio n  on th e  p a r t  o f  H a l l ,  f o r  he had to  boirow  a l l  th e  money a t  

i n t e r e s t  to  pay f o r  th e  p u rch ase , and was e v e n tu a lly  fo rc e d  to  p a r t  w ith  some 

o f  th e  lan d s  t o  H id ia rd  Gough VI, and  f i n a l l y  s o ld  th e  r e s t  back to  th e  Hay

w ards.

61. Gough, p. 79*
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T here were two c o tte g e a  upon th e s e  Newton la n d s . During th e  e a r ly  

y e a rs  o f  th e  seven  te e n  tli c e n tu ry , one was te n a n te d  by P erk  es th e  w eaver, and 

th e  o th e r  by th e  ap  R eeces, a fam ily  o f  . e ls h  la b o u re r s .  h h i le  H e ll was th e  

owner, Oiomas T ild a le y  and  R obert Sm ith were t e n a n ts .  H a ll p u l le d  down th e  

c h ie f  house and s e t  i t  up a g a in  a t  th e  end o f  th e  la n e  from Newton to  Harmer. 

When Gough bought i t  he  l e t  i t  to  R obert O rred , who s o ld  a l e  th e r e ,  and then  

to  a n o th e r  a l e - s e l l e r ,  Thomas Hancocks o f  B roughton, vho was th e re  a t  th e  tim e 

o f th e  h e a r th  ta x  assessm en t o f  16?2. Hancocks d i s l ik e d  th e  s i t e ,  and so  

th e  house was removed a g a in  to  a n o th e r  p a r t  o f  G ough's la n d  by th e  Shrew sbury- 

' em ro ad  a id e , where no doubt he was i n  a more fa v o u ra b le  p o s i t io n  f o r  s e l l i n g  

a le .  He was succeeded  by . a l t e r  G reenw oller o f  M arket D ray ton , who was th e re  

a t  th e  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry . !.ieanwhile, Thomas H a ll had a ls o  p u l le d  down 

R obert S m ith 's  house and s e t  i t  up a g a in  on th e  o r ig in a l  s i t e  o f  th e  c h ie f  

c o tta g e . D a n ie l, th e  son  o f  Thooms T ild a le y , was te n a n t  in  1672, and a n o th e r  

la b o u re r ,  John w illia m s  o f Shrew sbury, m arried  h i s  d au g lite r and was l iv in g  

th e re  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  c e n tu ry .

The Haywards c o n tin u ed  to  l i v e  a t  B a ld e rto n . Thomas Hayward I I ,  g e n tle 

man, was "a handsome, g e n t i l e  man, a good co u n try  s c h o l l e r  and  a p r e t t y  

c la rk e .  He was a perso n  w e ll r e p u te d  in  h ia  c o u n try  and  o f  a g e n e ra l  a c 

q u a in ta n c e . Hee was j u s t  and f a y th f u l  in  a f f irm e in g  o r  denying any m a tte r  

in  c o n tro v e rsy , so  t l i a t  l e a s e  c r e d i t  was g iv en  to  some m en's o a th e  th an  to
62

h is  b a re  word. He was s k i l l e d  in  th e  a r t  o f  good husbandry". I n  a d d i t io n

62 . Gough, p p .123- 25.
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t o  h i s  b a ld e r to n  and Newton p o s s e s s io n s , he owned some le n d  o u ts id e  th e  

p a r is h  t h a t  he had in h e r i te d  from h i s  uncle* He m arried  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  

th e  h igh  School m aste r o f  Shrew sbury and "had a good fo r tu n e  w ith  h e r  in  

money, b e s id e s  houses i n  towne o f  c o n s id e ra b le  y e a r ly  value* Shee was a 

comely woman, b u t  h ig h ly  bredde and  u n f i t  f o r  a c o u n try  l i f e ,  b e s id e s  sh ee  

was shrew ed w ith  tongue, soe th a t  th e y  l iv e d  u n q u ie t ly  and  un co m fo rtab ly , 

and t h e i r  e s t a t e  consumed in se n s ib ly *  Hee had l i t l e  q u ie tn e s s e  a t t  home 

which caissed him to  fre q u e n t { ^ l i c k  houses m erely  f o r  h i s  n a t u r a l l  s u s te n 

an ce , and  th e r e  m eeting w ith  company and  beeing  g e n e ra l ly  w e ll b e lo v ed  hee 

s ta y e d  o f te n  to o  lo n g  • • •  T h is  Thomas Hayward s o ld  and consumed a l l  h i s  e s t a t e  

and was a f te rw a rd s  m ain e ta in ed  on c h a ry ty  by h i s  e ld e s t  son"*

Thomas had fo u r  s i s t e r s  and th r e e  b ro th e rs*  Two o f  th e  s i s t e r s  m arried  

S h ro p sh ire  men, end th e  o th e r  two d ie d  young. Henry, th e  y oungest b r o th e r ,  

(b o rn  1618) was a London woodmonger* "Hee made a g r e a t  f ig u r e  f o r  a w h ile , 

D utt a t  l a s t  he  b ro ak e , l e f t  th e  key  under the  do o re , and went in to  I r e la n d " . 

R ic h a rd , th e  o th e r  b ro th e r  to  su rv iv e  ch ildhood , (16C4-84) w anted to  be  a cook, 

and so  was p la c e d  a s  such a t  Lea H a l l .  He se rv e d  f o r  fo u r te e n  y e a rs  and th e n  

went to  London and  se rv ed  th e  b ish o p  there*  D uring th e  C iv i l  Yfars he se rv e d  

i l l i a m  ld .e rp o in t, a le a d in g  P a r l ia m e n ta r ia n , and upon the  R e s to ra t io n  he 

re tu rn e d  to  h is  o ld  m aste r who soon became a rc h b ish o p . However, he l o s t  a 

l o t  o f  money th rough  h i s  youx^er b r o th e r ,  and bought th e  b a ld e r to n  l e a s e  from  

h i s  e ld e r  one* He l iv e d  f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  in  r e t i r e m e n t  a t  b a ld e r to n ,  " in  

good re p u te  amongst h i s  n e ig h b o u rs" . He bequea thed  £10 to  th e  poor end gave 

h i s  tenem ent to  R obert Hayward, th e  e ld e s t  son  o f  h i s  b r o th e r ,  Ihom as, f o r  he
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had no c h i ld  o f  h i s  own.

This R obert had se rv e d  en  a p p re n tic e s h ip  w ith  a London s i l v e r  r e f i n e r  

and fo llow ed  h i s  m a s te r 's  r e l ig io u s  op in io n s as a F i f t h  lîônarchy man. His 

m aste r went b an k ru p t and went i n to  W ales as a f a c to r  f o r  Dutch m erohants i n  

th e  le a d  t r a d e .  R obert w ent w ith  him and succeeded him i n  th e  p o s t .  He 

m arried  Margery M uckleston o f  K e r ito n , who was " s h o r t  s ig h te d  and o f  noe 

comendable B eauty  b u t t  shee was a v e rtu o u se  and r e l i g i e u s e  woman. They l iv e d  

somewhile in  Shrewsbury* They had noe c h i ld  and l iv e d  v e ry  c o m fo rtab ly "•

He in h e r i te d  h is  u n c le 's  tenem ent in  B a ld e rto n  and u sed  h i s  w i f e 's  p o r t io n  to  

p u rchase  p a r t  o f  H a l l 's  tenem ent i n  Newton. He t>ok R obert I I ,  th e  youngest s |  

o f  h is  b r o th e r ,  Thomas I I I ,  a London s i lv e r s m i th ,  to  be h ia  h e i r ,  and s e t  him 

a p p re n tic e  to  a w h ite  d ra p e r  i n  Shrewsbury* "Now hee f o i l  owes t h a t  t r a d e ,  

and  a ls o  th e  same imployment t h a t  h i s  u n c le  had a b o u t th e  Lead o e re  in  % ales 

• ••  \ r s .  Hayward i s  dead and R obert i s  y e t  l iv e in g  i n  Shrew sbury, and s t i l l  

r e ta in e s  h ia  fo rm er o p p in io n s"*

2 . Die Tylers

The T y le rs  w ere one o f  the  o ld e s t  fa m ilie s  i n  th e  p a r ia h , and by  1 ^ 3  

th e r e  were a lr e a d y  fo u r  s e p a ra te  branches*  One b ranch  l iv e d  i n  th e  C hepelry  

o f  H adnall and ro s e  to  g e n try  s t a t u s ,  a n o th e r  b ran ch  w ere p ro sp ero u s f r e e 

h o ld e rs  in  the  tow nship  o f  B leap  j u s t  o u ts id e  th e  p a r i s h ,  a t h i r d  farm ed a 

lia I f - te n e m e n t i n  i»yddle from th e  l o r d ,  and a f o u r th  b ran ch  h e ld  a sm a ll f r e e 

h o ld  tenem ent from  th e  Manor o f  Hardwick (fo rm e rly  th e  M onasteiy o f  Haugltnond) • 

The f i r s t  two b ran c h es  h e ld  no la n d  i n  " th i s  s id e  o f  th e  p a r is h " ,  ex cep t t h a t
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George T y le r  o f  S le a p  was re c o rd e d  in  th e  1588 r e n t a l  a s  pay ing  a sm a ll c h ie f  

re n t  o f  l s ,6 d .  f o r  h i s  f re e h o ld  i n  h o u ls to n  and B ilm arsh* Hie d a u g h te r  and  

h e i r e s s  m arried  Roger (Jarlend o f  B leep , and t h i s  b ran ch  o f  th e  T y le rs  became 

e x tin c t*

No T y le rs  w ere re c o rd e d  in  Myddle i n  th e  1544 su b s id y  r o l l ,  b u t  th e  WBMP 

i a l  r o l l s  show th ey  w ere th e r e  betw een 1520 end 1542* I n  th e  1563 r e n t a l ,  

Thomas T y le r  h e ld  a ha I f - te n e m e n t i n  % d d le  and f iv e  a c re s  i n  Myddlewood a t  

ds*6d* ren t*  T his Tliomas was a ta i lo r - fa rm e r*  He and h i s  w ife , M argery, 

who d ied  in  1570, e i ^ t  y e a rs  b e fo re  him , had a so n , W illiam  T y le r  o f Myddle, 

fa rm er, (1 5 4 4 -9 2 ;, who i n h e r i t e d  th e  farm* They a l s o  had  a d a u g h te r , Jo an , 

who m arried  an  E llesm ere  man, and two younger so n s , Thomas and Hunqphrey, who 

became ta i lo r s *  Humphrey had  j u s t  one son rec o rd ed  i n  th e  b a p tism  r e g i s t e r s ,  

and l ik e  e l l  o f  Thomas* f iv e  c h i ld r e n ,  he d ied  young*

)r,illiam  T y le r  m arried  & A rgaret B ra in e  o f  Byddle in  1571, and a f t e r  h e r  

d e a th , he m arried  ^nne Jux  o f  Newton i n  1582* He had a d au g h te r (who d ie d  

unbap tised ) by h is  second  m arriag e , end two sons and a d a u g h te r by h i s  f i r s t *  

His e ld e s t  so n  was Thomas T y le r  o f  Myddle, farm er (1 5 7 2 -1 6 3 3 ), who m arried  

. a r g e r e t  Forms ton  in  1598 and had a d a u g h te r , /^nne* He re l in q u is h e d  th e  

f iv e  a c re s  o f  w oodland, f o r  he was rec o rd ed  as  paying  on ly  th e  6s* r e n t  f o r  

h is  tenem ent i n  th e  1597-1617 r e n ta ls *  H is tenem ent m ust have b een  one o f  

th e  o r ig in a l  ones i n  Myddle, f o r  h i s  la n d  in c lu d ed  a p e r t  o f  th e  H i l l  fu r lo o g  

and a p a r t  o f  th e  B in n in g s , a s  w e ll  a s  a sm a ll meadow* H is widow co n tin u ed  

to  pay the same r e n t  i n  l 6 j ^ ,  b u t  fo u r  y e a rs  l a t e r  th e  s te w ard  n o ted  t l ia t
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" h i l l  T y le r  came n o t to  o ffe r"*  T his h i l l i a m  was th e  younger b r o th e r  o f  

Diomes* He wee "e t e y l o r ,  b u t t  e l to g e e th e r  unseem ely f o r  such a c a l l i n g ,  

f o r  hee was a b ig g , t a l l ,  c o rp u le n t  p e rso n , b u t  n o t  so e  b ig g  i n  body a s  bed
63

i n  c o n d it io n s " * a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  Thomas T y le r 's  widow, Bartholomew 

f i e r c e  to c^  a le a s e  o f  t h i s  ten em en t, and th i s  b ran ch  o f  th e  T y le rs  became 

e x tin c t*

The o th e r  (p ro b ab ly  th e  s e n io r)  b ranch  o f  th e  T y le rs  h e ld  a sm a ll f r e e 

h o ld  tenem ent i n  B a ld e rto n  from th e  manor o f H ardw ick, to g e th e r  w ith  some 

a d ja c e n t f re e h o ld  lan d  i n  H oulston  i n  th e  L ordsh ip  o f  i^d d le*  R ich a rd  T y le r  

o f  B a ld e r to n , yeoman, was reco rd ed  i n  1341 and h e ld  f re e h o ld  la n d  i n  H ou lston  

i n  1363 a t  a c h ie f  r e n t  o f  lls*6d*  he was d e sc r ib e d  i n  th e  V a lo r E c c le s ia s t -  

ic u s  as b a i l i f f  o f  th e  manor o f hardwiCK ( th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  M onastery o f  

Haughmond), h o ld in g  lan d  w orth  L l r e n t  p e r annum* He was p ro b ab ly  th e  son  

o f  Thomas T y le r  o f  B a ld e r to n , yeoman, (d ie d  1348) who was rec o rd ed  i n  th e  

su b s id y  r o l l  o f  1324* R ich ard  T y le r  I  had two s o n s , R ich a rd  XX ( d ie d  1387), 

and  Thotias I I ,  bo th  d e sc r ib e d  a s  B a ld e r to n  yeomen, and sh a r in g  th e  H oulston  

f re e h o ld  i n  I 38B* Thomas I I  had two d a u g h te rs , who m arried  S h ro p s h ire  men, 

b u t no sons to  c a r ry  on h is  name*

R ichard  I I  and h i s  w ife ,  Anne, had  th re e  sons and th r e e  daugh ters*  T h e ir 

e ld e s t  son was W illiam  T y le r , " o f  whom I  may sa y , mary had done w ick ed ly , 

b u t t  hee e x c e lle d  them a l l" *  G o u ^  d e sc r ib e s  him a s  b e in g  "a p e rso n  o f  a
64

meane s t a t u r e ,  lan ck e  h a i r e ,  and a manly countenance"* He had a b a s ta r d  by

R lcherd  H uaaey'» * l f * .  and when t h l*  g i r l  wa» grown g p . h*  t*«te h*|r '" I

63* Gough, p*58*
64* Gough, pp*IC9- I I 3 *
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hou sekeeper and s t a r t e d  an  in c e s tu o u s  r e la t io n s h ip *  She e v e n tu a lly  had a 

b a s ta rd  by him*

n i l l ia m  T y le r  b u i l t  a new house i n  B a ld e rto n  and c o n v erted  h is  o ld  house 

in to  a bakehouse* b u t he was a r r e s t e d  ( a f t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  tro u b le )  f o r  

d e b t,  and so  he  gave h i s  tenem ent i n  B a ld e rto n  t o  h i s  s o n , R ichard  T y le r I I I ,  

and went to  h o u ls to n , where he l iv e d  f o r  some tim e i n  Edwards' f re e h o ld  

ten em en t, and th e n  moved o u t o f  th e  p a r is h  to  V. es to n  L u ll in g f ie ld *  I n  h is  

o ld  age  he came beck  to  B a ld e rto n  and l iv e d  i n  th e  o ld  house th a t  he had once 

c o n v e rted  in to  a bakehouse* He occup ied  h im se lf  i n  h i s  d e c lin in g  y e a rs  by 

te n d in g  a sm a ll f lo c k  o f  sheep  on th e  commons and s t e a l i n g  th e  f a t  w e th ers  o f  

h i s  neighbours* "Hee had beene accustom ed to  s t e a le in g  a l l  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  

and  cou ld  n o t fo rb e a r s  in  l iis  o ld  a g e" .

W illiam ' 8 two d a u g h te rs  m arried  lo c a l  men, W illiam  B ick ley  o f  Brandwood 

and R ichard  C lay to n  o f  th e  H o llin s*  His son , R ichard  T y le r  I I I  m arried  Mary 

Braddock o f  Cayhowell* "Hee was a n  handsome l y t l e  man end very  d i f f e r e n t  

fr(xn h i s  f b th e r  i n  h i s  m o rra lls ;  he  was p eaceab le  and w e ll  re p u te d  among h is  

n e ig h b o u rs , hee dyed ab o u t h i s  m iddle ag e , and many y e a rs  b e e f  o re  h i s  fa th e r"*  

He had a d a u g h te r who n a i r i e d  a b h ro p sh ire  man, and two s o n s , 'i^oinas I I I  

(b o m  1635) and R ichard  IV (b o rn  1637)* "R ichard  was g o g le -ey ed  and s h o r t 

s ig h ted *  I  knew him when I  was a t t  s c h o o ls , b u t  have n o t seene  him s in ce"*  

Thomas T yler I I I  m arried  Joan  ijcugli o f  M ontford B rid g e , b u t  was k i l l e d  i n  a 

c a r t  a c c id e n t when he was only  27* His widow m arried  vurthur, th e  e ld e s t  son

o f  Rowland k lu n g in  o f  S le ap  H all* They were l iv in g  i n  I 70I  a t  th e  end o f

B a ld e r to n  in  a l i t t l e  house which was b u i l t  ou t o f  p a r t  o f  T y le r 's  o ld  house*
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Thomas I I I  had a so n , R ichard  T y le r  V, and two d a u g h te rs , one o f  whom 

laa rr ie d  e Shrewsbury journeyman j o in e r ,  who d e s e r te d  h e r  and t h e i r  c h ild #

The o th e r  m arried  a Broughiton a l e - s e l l e r .  R ichard  l y l e r  V m arried  Martha 

om ith , h i s  n e ighbou r a t  B a ld e rto n , and tliey  had many c h ild ren #  They were 

b o th  l iv in g  i n  th e  o r ig in a l  tenem ent a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  

and w ere a ls o  s u b - te n a n ts  to  R icW rd H a tc h e tt  o f  Newton#

3# ihe hussevs and i<iathers

The Busseys a l s o  h e ld  a sm a ll f r e e h o ld  tenem ent i n  B a ld e rto n  o f  th e  

manor o f  Hardwick# The fam ily  o f  Hussey "was o f  g r e a t  a n t iq u i ty  and re p u te
65

i n  th e  p a r is h " , and in  1324 R ichard  Hussey was named i n  th e  su b s id y  r o l l  

f o r  B alderton# The fam ily  a ls o  h e ld  e ig h t a c re s  o f  p a s tu re  i n  yddlew ood, 

and John Hussey and R ichard  Hussey a r e  named i n  th e  m anoria l r o l l s  o f  1326- 

36, and 1342, r e s p e c t iv e ly .  i^nother John Hussey i s  rec o rd ed  in  th e  r e n ta l s  

f o r  % d d le  L ordsh ip  betw een 1363 and 1602. He was g u a rd ia n  to  a young woman 

named E lin o r  B u ttry  o f  M arket D rayton, who had julOC p o r t io n ,  "end f o r  co v e t

ousness e o f  t h a t  money, o ld  Hussey m arryed h e r  to  h i s  so n , R ichard  H ussey, 

w h i l s t  th e y  w ere under yea re s  o f  consen t to  m a rria g e " . But E lin o r  "soone 

beecame too  f a m i l ia r  w ith  w illia m  T y le r ,  h e r  n e x t n e ig h b o u r, (a  p e rso n  o f 

th e  mM t debauched m orals o f  any th a t  were then  i n  th e  p a rish )  . .#  {szid] 

h e r  husband . . .  l e f t  h e r  and went to  B re s t on G u b b a lla , and  th e re  so jo u rn e d  a 

w h ile  w ith  Mr. R obert M ather, to  whom hee so u ld  t h i s  Tenement i n  B alderton#  

Hee gave h i s  A ife  h e r  LlOO p o r t io n , and  shee  went to  L y tle  D ray ton , where
■ .        ........          Ml ......... ..... I i # w i i

63. Gough, p p .73- 74*
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sh e e  k e p t an a le h o u se , end Vtm* T y le r went o f te n  to  v i s i t  h e r  and a t  l a s t  

liad a c h i ld  by  h e r  wham they  c a l le d  N e ll Hussey* R ich a rd  Hussey was p r v  

f e r r e d  by Kobt# M ather to  a K n ig h t 's  s e r v ic e  i n  K en t", and  upon h i s  d e a th  

th e  fa io ily  became e x tin c t*

R obert M ather had come in to  b h ro p s h ire  from  Kent a s  a k in g 's  pu rveyo r 

o f  c a t t l e  and th e n  a s  b a i l i f f  a t  Lea H all* He m arried  in to  a g e n tle  fam ily  

a t  A r e s  to n  U ubballs and he  h e ld  la n d  th e r e  as  w e ll  a s  a t  B alderton*  His 

so n , ihomas M ather, m arried  a C hesh ire  gentlewom an, and h i s  d au g h te rs  a ls o  

m arried  in to  w ealth y  fa m ilie s*  Thomas' so n , R obert M ather I I ,  m arried  a 

H ough ton  woman and  d ied  a t  B a ld e rto n  i n  1703* He was d e sc r ib e d  a s  yecxnan 

in  h is  in v e n to ry  and liad £72*ds*Od* w orth  o f  p e rso n a l e s ta te *  L ike  most o f  

th e  iûyddle fa rm e rs , he was c h ie f ly  engaged i n  r e a r in g  anim als*

4* The S m iths

F ra n c is  Sm ith seene to  have been  a new-comer to  th e  p a r is h  ab o u t th e  

iniddle o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tury*  He was d e sc r ib e d  a s  a husbandman o f  

iiilm arsh  when h i s  f i r s t  two c h i ld r e n  were b o rn  in  I 63I  and 1633# b u t l a t e r  a s  

a b a ld e r to n  yeomen* Upon h i s  d ea th  i n  1683, however, he  was d e sc r ib e d  as  o f  

B a ld e rto n , husbandman* He had p e rso n a l e s t a t e  va lued  a t  £37*3s*Od* In  

1672 he p a id  th e  h e a r th  ta x  on one chimney a t  B a ld e r to n , and on a n o th e r  one 

in  a house a t  Newton which he  had bough t f o r  h i s  son  upon h is  m arriage* 

F ra n c is  and h i s  w ife , E l is a b e th ,  had th r e e  sons and fo u r  d a u g h te rs , a t  l e a s t  

two (and  p o s s ib ly  fou r) o f  whom d ie d  young* T h e ir  d a u g h te r , £>arah, m arried  

w illiam  b ic k le y ,  MarAha m arried  R ichard  T y le r , end  D an ie l (1653*1697)
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i n h e r i t e d  th e  p ro p e r ty , rae rried  a b h ro p sh ire  woman, and had th re e  aona and 

two d au g h te rs  to  c a r ry  on h is  name#

The fimis fam ily  and th e  ju n io r  b ranch  o f  th e  Down to n s  farm ed tenem ents 

h e re , b u t they  have a lre a d y  been d e a l t  w ith  i n  th e  s e c t io n  on th e  sm a ll 

farms#

(h) 1 ewton

F in a l ly ,  th e  ham let o f  N e w to n -o n -th e -h ill  c o n s is te d  o f  fo u r  ten em en ts , 

th re e  o f  w hich w ere f re e h o ld , and one belonged  to  th e  lo rd #  H ayv^rd 's 

tenem ent has a lre a d y  been  mentioned#

1# The l o r d 's  tenem ent

The lo r d  h e ld  on ly  one tenem ent i n  th e  ham let o f  N e w to n -o n -th e -H ill, b u t  

i t  was a la rg e  one o f  79 acres#  I t  was h e ld  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  

by th e  Deakin fam ily# Roger Dee k in  i s  reco rd ed  i n  th e  m anorial r o l l s  o f  

1528- 30 , fo llow ed  i n  1537-42 by Hugh Deakin o f  hew to n  and  in  1541-42 by  Roger 

Deakin o f  Merton# In  th e  su rvey  o f  1563 Hugh D eakin was paying jtil#6s#8d# 

r e n t  a t  Newton, end a f u r th e r  4s# f o r  a leasow  i n  Myddlewood# He was a l s o  

one o f  th e  f iv e  Newton men who r e n te d  p e r t  o f  th e  Brown Heath in  Harmer# He 

d ie d  i n  I 58O w ith  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  va lu ed  a t  T^lOl and a p rosperous tenem ent t o  

bequeath  to  h i s  so n , R ichard# In  1612, R ichard  î e a k in  d ie d  a yeoman, and 

hav ing  no c h i ld re n ,  he l e f t  h i s  p ro p e r ty  to  h i s  w i f e 's  nephew, Roger b an d fo rd  

o f  W ellington#

T h is Roger B andford  was a w ea lth y  man. "hee  k e p t  th e  b e s t  h o s p i t a l i t y
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o f  any men I n  t h i s  l e r i a h  in  h i s  tim e " . He, to o , wee a yeomen and d ied  

c h i l d l e s s ,  in  1634# H is widow, Mary, co n tin u ed  to  farm  th e  tenem ent to r  a 

tim e , f o r  i n  1638 she  was rec o rd ed  a s  o f f e r in g  a i# 8 0  e n try  f in e ,  and th e  I 640 

su rv ey  d e sc r ib e s  h e r  lan d  a s  com prising  " th e  g reen# p i t t c r o f t ,  th e  boord  

meadowe, th e  E a s te r  f i e l d ,  the  p ease  c r o f t ,  two m arshes o r  m osses, th e  h ig h e r  

y a rd e , th e  L askydales i n  two p a r t s ,  one o ld  f e i l d ,  h e r  g rounds n e a r  H oulston 

(b e in g s  i n  Mi d ie  Townshipp) b e in g s  in  fo u r  p a r ts  o r  p e a c e s , 60 m easures 

sowing# a s  h e r  kinsmen Beddow in fo rm ed  me upon my v a lu e ,  b u t  80 by r e p o r t  o f 

t h e i r  n e ig h b o u rs , end now by Mr* Uockkyes, |and^ house , y a rd  and o rc h a rd " , 

uhe m a rrie d  J<lr. Hodgkis o r  H oskins o f v*ebscott Farm, who sp e n t a l l  h e r  money 

and was e v e n tu a lly  fo rc e d  t o  s e l l  th e  tenem ent to  Thomas Newans, a younger 

b ro th e r  o f  th e  Rewans o f  G rins h i l l ,  who had been b ro u g h t up a s  a s e rv a n t  to  

i i r  Andrew C o rb e tt and  who had m arried  a fe llo w -a e rv a n t th e r e ,  E lis a b e th  

Down to n  o f  A ld e rto n . "T his ihomas Newans was u n s k i l le d  in  husbandry , though 

hee would ta lk #  much o f  i t " .  He was h o ld in g  th e  tenem ent a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  

1650 and 1636 r e n t a l s ,  b u t  he th e n  went to  I r e la n d  f o r  a tim e , e v e n tu a lly  r e 

tu rn in g  to  bhrew sbury.

he was succeeded a t  Newton by  F ra n c is  Sm ith o f  B a ld e r to n , who was te n a n t 

a t  newton w ith  one h e a r th  i n  1672. There was a R obert Sm ith (d ie d  1654) a t  

hewton b e fo re  him , who cou ld  p o s s ib ly  have been  h is  f a th e r ,  end s u b - te n a n t  to  

hewans. F ra n c is  p la c e d  h is  so n , D an ie l (1653-97), i n  t h i s  tenem ent, upon 

h is  n a r r ia g e  to  a S h ro p sh ire  woman. They had f iv e  c h i ld r e n ,  b u t D a n ie l d ie d  

t h en he was on ly  44# The widow and h e r  c h ild re n  l e f t  Newton, and R ichard  

66. Gough, pp. 129- 130.
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H a tc h e t t ,  a son  o f a w ealth y  S h ro p sh ire  fam ily , tto red  i n t o  t h e i r  p la c e * ,

"Hee had a g r e a t  fo r tu n e  w ith  jh is w i f e j ; b u t t  t h a t  w hich i«  w orth  a l l ,  

ahee i s  a lo v e in g  w ife ,  a d i s c r e e t  woman, and an e x c e l l e n t  housew ife  ••*

Hee i s  now R e ce iv e r  o f  th e  r e n ts  o f  th e  E a r l  o f  B rid g ew ate r f o r  th e  

L o rd sh ip s o f  E llesm eare  and i^ d d le ,  end  i s  g e n e ra l ly  w e l l  spoaken o f by th e  

te n a n ts ,  f o r  h i s  g e n tle  d e a lin g  and fo rbearance"*

2 . The Ju x  fam ily

The Ju x 68 were yeconen f re e h o ld e rs  f o r  f iv e  g e n e ra t io n s  a t  Newton-on- 

t h e - H i l l .  The p ro p e rty  had once be longed  to  th e  B a n a s tre s ,  and th en  t o  th e  

H usseys, b u t  i t  had th e n  been  so ld  to  w ts id e r s *  I n  th e  m iddle o f  the  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  m ajor p a r t  o f  i t  was h e ld  by  Thomas C o if ex o f  M eri-
67

den , and a c o t ta g e  belonged to  a R ich a rd  K n igh t, acqu ire*  Then, i n  1350

^ r th u r  Jux  exchanged most o f  h is  lan d s  i n  h is  n a t iv e  Hastcm f o r  G o lf e x 's

p a r t ,  and a few y e a rs  l a t e r  bought th e  c o tta g e  from  a Shrew sbury draper*

The 1563 su rv e y o r reco rd ed  A rth u r Jux  paying 9d* f o r  h i s  f re e h o ld  i n  Newton

and 2 s .4 d . f o r  th e  f re e h o ld  o f  K n ig lit 'a  house* He a l s o  p a id  2s*3d* r e n t

f o r  a f i f t h  p e r t  o f  th e  Brown Heath i n  Harmer*

T h is A rth u r Jux  (d ie d  1565) m arried  tw ice  and had  th re e  sons and two

daughters*  E le an o r m arried  a B aschurch man, Anne m a rr ie d  (% illia  a T y le r

o f  i 'y d d le , Roger i s  n o t h e a rd  o f  a g a in , John  was g iv e n  what rem ained o f  th e

H asten la n d s , and th e  e ld e s t  so n , Thomas (154B**?l627) i n h e r i t e d  th e  Newton

p roperty*  In  1581 he  was p re se n te d  a t  th e  manor c o u r t  f o r  annexing  a leasow

to  h is  f re e h o ld , and i n  I 588 was paying  3s* 6d* c h ie f  ren t*  In  a l l  l a t e r

6 7 * I n  th e  m an o ria l r o l l s  f o r  1528 Thomas Colvax i s  rec o rd ed , and John 
C o lfax  i s  m entioned i n  1530*
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rec o rd s  th e  Jux  fam ily  p a id  3s* f o r  t h e i r  freeh o ld *

Ihomas was "a h a u lin g , b o u ld , c o n fid e n t person} hee o f te n  k e p t conpany 

w ith  h i s  b e t t e r s ,  b u t shewed them noe more r e s p e c te  th a n  i f  they  had beene 

h is  e q u e lls  o r  in fe r io r s *  Hee was e g r e a t  b o w le r, end o f te n  bowled w ith  d i r  

Humphrey Lea a t t  a Bowling Greene on liarem eere H eath , nee r e  th e  end o f  the  

1 ea Lane} where hee wcmld make noe more acco u n t o f  S i r  Humphrey, th an  i f  hee 

had beene a plow-boy* Hee would o rd in a ry ly  t e l l  him hee ly e d , and aometymes 

throw th e  bowle a t t  h i s  head , end  th e n  Uiey p a r te d  i n  wrath* But w ith in  few 

dayes, S i r  Humphrey would r id e  to  Newton, and  ta k e  Jukes w ith  him to  th e
66

bowles} and  i f  th ey  d id  n o t f a l l  o u t ,  would tak e  him home and make him drunk"*

He m arried  M argare t v tic h e rle y , o f a r i c h  Y orton fam ily , and had fo u r  sons and

two dau g h te rs  by her* ^ l i c e  m arried  a G r in s h i l l  w eaver, E l is a b e th  m arried

cu o th e r  S h ro p sh ire  man, M ichael se rv e d  an a p p re n t ic e s h ip  in  London, "b u t f o r

some m isdem eanor, oame to  an  u n t in ^ ly  end", and  w illiam  and Jacob  d ie d  young*

The e ld e s t  su rv iv in g  son was Thomas Jux  I I  ( 1589-16406s) *

T his second  Thomas was "a good ingen iouae  p e rso n , w e ll  s k i l l e d  in  a ry

coun try  a f a i r e s *  Hee was churchw arden when th e  L te p le  was b u i l t ,  and when

the  church unifor^edjl^ a t t  b o th  which t im e s , hee managed th o s e  m a tte rs  w ith

muoh d i s c r e t io n " * He m arried  L iargaret INvisse, o f  a H adnall yeoman fam ily ,

end had fo u r  sons end s i x  daugJtitera, a l l  o f  whom su rv iv e d  childhood* Mary

and E liz a b e th , th e  e ld e s t  d a u g h te rs , b o th  w ent to  London and m arried  h a p p ily ,

o arah  m arried  a Laschurch t a i l o r ,  Susan m arried  Samuel C lay to n , th e  H o llin s

yeoman, and Jan e  and t b r g s r e t  m arried  H adnall and  Brougjhton men, re s p e c tiv e ly *

68. Gough, pp*54"36*
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The e ld e s t  so n , R ich ard , in h e r i te d  th e  Newton p ro p e r ty , Thcxnes was bound 

a p p re n tic e  to  a London le a  t h e r - s a l l e r  and was k i l l e d  i n  a r i o t  a t  Tcwer H i l l ,  

John n a r r ie d  a H a r ^ c o t t  g i r l ,  and James became a b aker i n  Viem. He m arried  

th re e  t im e s , end "hee was a v e ry  ingen iouae  p e rso n , end a v e ry  s k i l l f u l  

cooke* hee had a cou rteous e , o b lig in g  c a r r ia g e ,  and had g r e a t  eus tome to  

h is  house" , b u t  he  d ie d  o f  d ropsy  when he was o n ly  ab o u t f o r ty .

R ichard  Jux  (1624-167$) was "a m orose, l o f t y ,  im perious p e rso n , end was 

beloved o f  few ". His f i r s t  w ife  was K li^ior B ird  o f  Has to n , "a comely p ro p e r  

woman, o f  a f r i e n d ly  end cu rtu o u se  d i s p o s i t io n " ,  and h is  second  w ife  was 

/ nne C a tc h e tt  o f  H a r le s c o t t ,  whose ^:60 p o r t io n  he gave to  a man he had 

wounded in  th e  b e l ly  w ith  a h a lb e rd  w h ile  he  was drunk a t  B a t t l e f i e l d  f a ir#  

iCichard had two sons and th re e  daugh te rs by h i s  f i r s t  m arriag e , and two sons 

and fo u r d a u g h te rs  by h is  second . His e ld e s t  su rv iv in g  so n , R ichard  Jux  I I  

(b o m  1661) i n h e r i t e d  th e  fam ily  f re e h o ld , m arried  a S h ro p sh ire  woman, b u t 

"by h is  bad c o u rs e s , he soone g o t t  f a r  i n  d e b t" ,  and  was fo rc e d  to  s e l l  h i s  

lan d s t o  R ich a rd  Gough, th e  h i s to r i a n .  Gough in te n d ed  th e  la n d  f o r  h i s  so n , 

out he d ie d , and h i s  two younger boys were bound a p p re n t ic e s ,  end so  Gough 

so ld  th e  f re e h o ld  to  Edward G arland o f  b le e p  tow n, who was occupyihg i t  a t  

tl^e c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  century* R ich a rd  Ju x  XI d ie d  poor and l e f t  

many sm a ll c h ild re n *  Ttie s e n io r  b ranch  o f  th e  fami).y had been m ined*

The ju n io r  b ra n d i  o f  th e  Jux  fam ily  began w ith  Thomas J u x , v/ho l iv e d  in  

a c o tta g e  in  H ou lston  Lane, and who wis a s s e s s e d  a t  2d* in  the  1544 subsidy*  

He may w e ll  have been  th e  younger b ro th e r  o f  Arthur Jux  o f  Newton* a R obert 

Jux  o f  H yddle, fa rm e r, may have been  a t h i r d  b r o th e r ,  b u t  h i s  tlire e  c h i ld r e n
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a re  un reco rd ed  a f t e r  t h e i r  b a p tis n a  (1569-1573), and  t h i s  b ranch  e i t h e r  

l e f t  th e  p a r is h  o r  becarne e x t in c t .

H iis  Thomas Jux m arried  E leano r H ussey, the  d a u g h te r o f  a B a ld e rto n  

yeoman, i n  1547* The g e n e a lo g ic a l  d e t a i l s  o f t h i s  fam ily  a r e  o b scu re , b u t 

i t  seems t h a t  Thomas and E leano r had fo u r  sons and two d a u g h te rs , two o f  wAiom 

d ie d  young. One d au g h te r m arried  a Jferton  w eaver, Roger rem ained a b a c h e lo r , 

. i l l i a m  l iv e d  i n  th e  c o tta g e  a t  H oulston  L ane, b u t had no c h i ld r e n  to  fo llo w  

him , and Thomas Jux  I I ,  th e  e ld e s t  b ro th e r ,  a ls o  c o n tin u ed  to  l i v e  a t  

H ou lston . He was p robab ly  th e  f a th e r  o f  Jhomas Ju x  I I I ,  who was b o m  in  

tlie  H oulston  Lane c o tta g e , end who was d e sc r ib e d  as  la b o u re r  upon th e  o ccasio n  

o f  h is  m a rria g e , i n  l6 0 2 , t o  Lowry Lew is, a handsome Welsh g i r l .  They be

came G it t in s*  te n a n ts  a s  a l e - s e l l e r s  a t  th e  Eagle and C h ild , and a lth o u g h  

th ey  had te n  c h i ld r e n ,  t h i s  b ran ch  o f th e  fam ily  a ls o  became e x t in c t  in  

/y d d le . Dome d ie d  young, two sons were k i l l e d  d u rih g  th e  C iv i l  Ware, and 

othoTs l e f t  _the p a r is h  t o  t r y  to  f in d  a b e t t e r  l i f e  e lsew h ere .

3# The Gounhs

The Goughs came in to  th e  p e r is h  o f Myddle i n  th e  1530*s from T y lle y , 

where th e y  had been copyho lders o f  abou t £6o p e r  annum. Roger Gcwigh o f  Newton 

f i r s t  ap p ea rs  i n  th e  m an o ria l r o l l s  in  1538. Three y e a rs  l a t e r ,  he had been  

succeeded  by R ich a rd  Gough, tlie  f i r s t  o f  sev en  g e n e ra tio n s  o f  t t o t  name, who 

re n te d  a tenem en t a t  New to n -o n - th e -H il l  from th e  a n c ie n t  ow ners, th e  

b a n a s tre s .  A f te r  h i s  d e a th  i n  1573» h i s  e ld e s t  so n , R ich ard  I I  ( d ie d  1628)

. u rch ased  t h i s  tenem ent, and  h e  and h is  descendan ts ap p ea r i n  th e  m anorial 

r e n ta l s  pay ing  a 3 s . c h ie f  r e n t ,  and 2 a .8 d . f o r  a f i f t h  p e r t  o f  th e  Brown
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Heath in  Harmer* A younger so n , Roger, le a s e d  more le n d  i n  Newton from 

th e  H an aa tree , b u t he  had no c h i ld r e n ,  and th e  lan d  was bough t by th e  

G i t t in s  fam ily*

R ichard  I I  and h ie  w ife , Gwen, had s i x  c h i ld r e n ,  two o f  whom d ie d  young* 

The two g i r l s  m arried  S h ro p sh ire  men, and Thomas moved to  f .e s to n  L u l l in g f ie ld  

upon h is  m arriag e  there* The e ld e s t  son , R ich a rd  I I I ,  c o n tin u ed  to  l i v e  a t  

Newton, end m arried  tw ice , each tim e to  a S h ro p sh ire  woman* The Goughs con

s i s t e n t l y  found p a r tn e rs  from t h e i r  n a tiv e  county* H is f i r s t  w ife  d ie d  a t  

th e  b i r th  o f  R ich a rd  IV, end h is  second w ife  b o re  him th re e  so n s , John , R oger, 

and „ill ia m *  John was "a d i l l i g e n t ,  la b o r io u s e  p e rso n , and sp a rs in g  a llm o s t
69

to  a f a u l t "  * He m arried  th e  d au g h te r o f a w ealthy  dhawbury te n a n t and 

le a se d  e i ^ t  a c r e s  known a s  th e  tiigh  H u rs ts , i n  brandwood* In  I 64I  he p a id  

a l 16 e n try  f in e  and 4s* r e n t  f o r  t h i s  lan d  (w hich wee l a t e r  re n te d  by 

K icliard  N ig h tin g a le , th en  bamuel Forms to n , th e n  James F ew tre ll} *  H is two 

daugh ters  m arried  b h ro p sh ire  men, and h is  so n , R ichard , n ev er m arried . "Vshen 

hee was somewhat p a s t  h i s  iqyddle a g e , hee g o t a d i s t m p e r  c e l le d  th e  bcurvey} 

hee to o k e  s e v e ra l  m edicines i n  hopes to  cu re  i t ,  b u t t  th ey  h e ig h ten ed  th e  

d is  tem per, soe  t h a t  in  one yea r e s '  tim e a l l  h i s  te e th  dropped o u t o f  h i s  

mouth, and th en  hee growed to  have a p r e c i p i t a t e  consum ption, and dyed". 

R icW rd  I l l ' s  t h i r d  son , R oger, Iiad no c h i ld r e n ,  and th e  f o u r th  one, W illiam  -  

" th e  w e a l th ie s t  man o f  o u r fam ily" -  d id  no t m arry u n t i l  he was 68*

R ich a rd  IV was born and b rough t up a t  ACton R eynold, and  w s  b a i l i f f  f o r  

fclmoet tw w ity y«#r* to  S i r  Andre.  C o r t e t t .  on* o f  th *  I w d l M  n«n l a  th *

69. Gough, pp»100-4>



247.

county* lie , to o , m arried  a b h ro p sh ire  woman and they  had two sons and 

vhrse daughters*  E liz a b e th  m arried  a r i c h  o ld  w idower, Jo an  was u n fo r tu n a te  

i n  h e r  m arriag e  and soon d ie d , and J u d i th  "was ta k e n  w ith  a p a ls y  a s  sh ee  

was ;mking o f  liay i n  Haremeare* Dhe was lame many y e a r s ,  and then  dyed"*

» iilliam  moved o u t o f  th e  p a r is h  upon h is  m arriag e , and R ich a rd  V m arried  a 

C ockslm tt woman and l iv e d  a t  Newton* He had  one so n , R ich a rd  (>ou£^ VI 

11635-1723/# tlie  h i s to r ia n ,  and  a d a u g h te r , D orothy, who m arried  tw ic e , b o th  

tim es to b h ro p sh ire  gentlem en.

R ichard  Gough VI was b ro u g h t up i n  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  R o b ert C o rb e tt o f  

o tan w ard in e , e s q u ire ,  and m arried  Joan  ytood o f  lep low  (d ie d  1694)* His 

e ld e s t  so n , R ichard  V II (1663-39) d ie d  b e fo re  him, and so  d id  h is  second so n , 

had d e ley , who was a p p re n tic e d  to  a S h ro p sh ire  d y e r , b u t who d ie d  o f  sm all pox 

in  1671* His tM rd  so n , w illia m , became a S h ro p sh ire  g ro c e r ,  and th e  h e i r  

to  the  Newton p ro p e r ty , end two o th e r  sons d ie d  i n  infancy* H is e ld e s t  

d au g h te r, ^ n n e , m arried  a ,^ so h u rch  man, Joyce d ie d  unm arried  a t  th e  age o f  

s i x t y ,  and h i s  youngest c h i ld  was D orothy, b o rn  in  1673, who was s t i l l  un

m arried  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  century*

X X X X X X

T his d e ta i l e d  exam ination  o f  th e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  each  o f  th e  tenefnents has 

re v e a le d  a s e c t io n  o f  the  comoainity t h a t  was f a r  more s t a b le  th a n  th e  one 

im m ediately  above i t  i n  th e  s o c ia l  sc a le *  Whereas th e re  w ere f re q u e n t 

changes o f  ovm ership w ith  bo th  th e  l a r g e r  end s m a lle r  farm s so  t h a t  lo n g -  

r e s id e n t  f a m il ie s  s to o d  ou t a s  be in g  w orthy o f  rem ark , w itli th e  tenem ents i t
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i s  th o se  t h a t  d id  n o t rem ain i n  th e  hands o f  th e  same fam ily  t h a t  a r e  seen  

to  be th e  exception* Meny o f  th e  f a m il ie s  t h a t  w ere th e r e  i n  I 70I  had been  

th e r e  s in c e  a t  l e a s t  1544# i f  n o t 1324» o r even e a r l ie r *  I t  was th e s e  

fa m ilie s  t h a t  formed th e  backbone o f  th e  community, t h a t  he lped  to  g iv e  i t  

some se n se  o f  permanency, f o r  a s  w i l l  be  seen  i n  the  n e x t c lia p te r , th e  

la b o u re rs  and t h e i r  fa m ilie e  d id  n o t s e t t l e  in  th e  p e r is h  u n t i l  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  

l a t e ,  and th e n  th ey  were th e  most m obile and u n s ta b le  elem ent o f  a l l*

Ih is  i s  n o t  to  im ply th a t  th e  husbandmen and yeomen who farm ed th e s e  

tenem ents were men o f  l im i te d  v i s io n ,  who r a r e ly  v e n tu re d  o u t o f  th e  p a rish *  

S e v e ra l o f  them worked elsew here  f o r  a tim e b e fw e  th e y  came in to  t h e i r  in h e r 

ita n ce *  Younger b ro th e r s  and s i s t e r s  m ight le a v e  th e  p e r is h  a l to g e th e r ,  o r  

b r in g  i n  o u ts id e r s  upon t h e i r  m arriag e , and th e  e ld e s t  so n , to o , o f te n  found 

h is  b r id e  beyond th e  p a ro c h ia l b o u n d a rie s , i f  r a r e l y  from o u ts id e  h i s  county* 

In d iv id u a l  fo r tu n e s  w ith in  tiie  fam ily  cou ld  v a ry  a s  much a s  i n  any o th e r  g roup  

arid younger sons o f te n  came back i n to  th e  p e r is h  t o  succeed  to  th e  tenem ent 

upon th e  p rem ature d ea th  o f  th e  e ld e s t*

Amongst th e  g e n try  and th e  s u b s ta n t ia l  yeomw o f  th e  p a r is h , fo r tu n e s  

were o f te n  q u ic k ly  made and l o s t  ju s  t  os r  pidly* T here  was n o t th e  scope 

f o r  such extrem es amongst ttie  ten o n e n t famoers* Some, l i k e  th e  L loyds o r  

Vi i l l i a m  G osling , g ra d u a lly  a c q u ire d  a b i t  more p ro p e r ty , aW  o th e r s ,  l i k e  th e  

Jux es o r  th e  Gos sa g e s , w ent to  r u in ,  b u t  f o r  m ost o f  them , th e  m a te r ia l  

s ta n d a rd s  v a r ie d  l i t t l e  from g e n e ra t io n  to  g en era tio n *  There was a g e n e ra l 

improvement i n  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f l i v i n g ,  b u t  th i s  d id  n o t a f f e c t  th e  com pareti##
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s ta n d in g  o f  th e s e  f sn d lie s *  Most o f  them c o n tin u ed  t o  be  d e sc r ib e d  a s  

i.usbandmen, o c c a s io n a lly  a s p ir in g  t o  th e  ran k  o f yeomen, from one g e n e ra tio n  

to  th e  next# N early  a l l  o f  them had only  one h e a r th  a t  the  tim e o f  th e  ta x  

c o l le c t io n  i n  1672*

The rea so n s  f o r  t h i s  s t a b i l i t y  a r e  t h e i r  p e rse v e ra n c e  a g a in s t  d e c l in e , 

s e t  a g a in s t  t h e i r  lad e  o f  re so u rc e s  t o  expand, and th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  ho ld 

in g s were too  sm all to  a t t r a c t  th e  sp e c u la to rs*  The tenem ents t h a t  were moat 

prone to  change w ere th e  f r e d io ld  ones} H ou lston  a t t r a c t e d  th e  w ea lth y  fam il

ie s  who were w ish in g  to  in v e s t  t h e i r  money i n  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and th e re  

viore some ohangea in  B a ld e rto n , boo# However, th e  Goughs and Jux  es o f  

Newton, and th e  Downtom and Amisea o f  A ld e rto n , w ere a l l  f re e h o ld e rs  who 

were as lo n g - re s id e n t  a s  a lm ost any* The l o r d 's  la r g e  tenem ent i n  Newton 

a l s o  changed hands f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t ly ,  b u t  most o f  h i s  te n a n ts ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  

ones in  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  Myddle, w ere th e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e ^ t io n s ,  end whw 

na(..es d id  chiange, ( a s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  when th e  M anse lls  took  over D odd's 

tenem ent; t h i s  was o f te n  b ecause  th e r e  were no male h e i r s  and th e  p ro p e rty  

had passed  to  a m arried  daugJriter* Ihe lo q g e v ity  o f  th e se  f a m il ie s  meant 

th a t  they  w ere in e v i ta b ly  r e l a t e d  to  each  o th e r  through  m arriag e , which 

s tre n g th e n e d  th e  bonds betw een them, and in c re a s e d  t h e i r  im portance  a s  th e  

s t a b le  elem ent i n  th e  comnunity* T h is  ̂ c lose-w oven web o f  k in s h ip  w i l l  be  

examined in  d e t a i l  i n  th e  l a s t  chap ter*
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the  C raftsm en and The la b o u re re  
1 . The C raftsm en

The c ra ftsm en  form ed sn  im p o rta n t o c c u p a tio n a l g roup  w itliin  th e  

s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  community o f Myddle# One man i n  every  

n in e  was d e sc r ib e d  in  th is  way i n  th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  o f  th e  m iddle 

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and  one man i n  every seven  earned  h i s  l iv in g  ft*om some 

c r a f t  o r  o th e r  a hundred  y e a rs  la te r #  le rh a p s  one sh o u ld  say  he earned  

p a r t  o f  h i s  l i v i n g ,  f o r  th e se  men were no t d iv o rced  from  th e  land# Most 

o f  them had a t  l e a s t  a sm a ll- iio ld in g , w h ile  some had  tenem ents a s  l a r g e  

a s  th o se  o f  th e  husbandmen and yeomen# Nor were th e s e  c ra ftsm en  alw ays 

re c o g n is a b le  a s  a s e p a ra te  g ro u p , f o r  s e v e ra l  o f  them e i t h e r  w ere l in k e d  

by m arriag e  to  th e  farm ers o r  e l s e  w ere younger sons who had tu rn e d  to  a 

c r a f t  f o r  t h e i r  l iv e lih o o d *  Ihe f a m il ie s  th a t  were d i s t i n c t  from th e  r e s t  

w ere th o se  who p l ie d  th e  same t r a d e  f o r  g e n e ra tio n  a f t e r  g en era tio n *  The 

C haloners were th e  v i l l a g e  b la c k sm ith s  and  co o p ers , th e  Raphes end «agges 

w ere i t s  c a rp e n te r s ,  th e  h o rd ley s  and T aylors were w e l l - to -d o  yeomen- 

t a i l o r s ,  and  a t  th e  o th e r  end o f  th e  s c a le  th e re  w ere poo r w eavers l i k e  

th e  i a rk  es 08 o f  Newton and  th e  D av ieses o f  .:yddlewood*

Cne would ex p ec t a c e r t a i n  number o f  craftsm en* b lac k sm ith s  found 

employment sh o e in g  h o rse s  and making sm a ll and v a r ie d  item s o f  i r o n  f o r  th e  

farm  and  th e  home, s p e c i a l i s t  c a rp e n te r s  would be needed f o r  th e  s k i l l e d  

ta s k s  t h a t  w ere beyond th e  o rd in a ry  man, and c o b b le rs , masons, t a i l o r s  and  

w eavers w ere commonly found th ro u g h o u t th e  country* b o , g iv en  the  f a c t
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t h a t  Liyddle had so  much good b u ild in g  s to n e  and an abundant su p p ly  o f  wood,

and  t h a t  i t  was so  n e a r  to  the  f lo u r is h in g  c lo th  m arket a t  Shrew sbury, i t

i s  pe rh ap s s u rp r is in g  t h a t  i t  d id  no t have many more c ra ftsm en  th an  i t  d id .

For in s ta n c e ,  in  th e  p e rio d  1541-1660, th e  p a r is h  r e g i s te r s  re c o rd  on ly

two m asons. The f i r s t  was John L loyd  o f  N oddle, who was d e sc r ib e d  a s  p a v io r

i n  15ÔI, and th e  o th e r  was Adam D ale , who worked in  i^yddle f o r  a tim e a s  e

mason d u rin g  th e  Commonwealth p e r io d , sh a r in g  a c o t ta g e  th e re  w ith  Vi i l l i a m

Vaughan, a w eaver. Gough a ls o  m entions the  man who b u i l t  th e  d iu rc h  tow er
1

i n  th e  y e a r  1634* "The mason t h a t  b u i l t  i t  was one John Dod, who a fte rw a rd s

l iv e d  a t  C live* I  have h eard  t h a t  he  had  fo r  h i s  wages L5 a y a rd  f o r  every

y a rd  from  th e  bottom  o f  th e  fo u n d a tio n  to  th e  toppe o f  th e  b a tt le m e n ts " .
2

Gough's f i r s t  i te m  in  h i s  l i s t  o f  n a tu r a l  conven iences t h a t  th e  p a r is h  en

jo y ed  was th a t :  "T here i s  g r e e t  p le n ty  o f  f re e s to n e  w hich i s  very s e rv ic e a b le

f o r  b u i ld in g  and soe  firm e th a t  noe v io le n c e  o f  w ea th e r w i l l  decay i t ;  b u t t  

the  lo n g e r  i t  c o n tin u e s  th e  h a rd e r  i t  i s " .  mhy, th e n , were th e re  so  few 

uiasons i n  i/lyddle? The s to n e  on harm er H i l l  and Myddle H i l l  was e asy  to  

q u a rry  and  a c o n v en ien t s to n e  to  b u i ld  w ith , b u t  th e  b a s ic  b u i ld in g  m a te r ia l  

c o n tin u e d  to  be tim ber* There was n o t  enough work a t  any one tim e t o  employ 

more th e n  a few s k i l l e d  masons, and good a s  th e  lo c a l  s to n e  w as, i t  d id  no t 

conpare  w ith  th e  famous G r in s h i l l  s to n e  a m ile  o r  two away* S k i l l e d  iw sons 

Were more l i k e l y  t o  be  found in  th a t  v i c i n i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e re  was much 

more o f  a demand f o r  s to n e  f o r  b u ild in g *

The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  re c o rd  th e  names o f  n in e  c a rp e n te r s ,  b u t th e y

1* Gough, p*12*
2* Gough, p*175*
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b e lo n g ed  to  j u s t  two fb m ilie e , th e  egges and th e  Raphes. The coopers 

a r e  th e  on ly  o th e r  woodworkers to  be recorded# T here w ere no w heelw righ ts 

and no j o in e r s ,  and th e  s k i l l s  o f the  c a rp e n te rs  must have enbraced  a l l  

tlie se  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i a l i s a t io n s .  But even i n  th e  n e w ly -c rea ted  tenem ents 

and c o tta g e s  a t  th e  edge o f  Myddlewood th e re  were no re c o g n isa b le  groups o f  

w ood-craftsm en , though one wonders i f  some o f  th e  la b o u re rs  were p a r t - t im e

woodworkers who d id  some ca rv in g  in  th e  even ing , b u t Wio were n ev er d e s ig n a te d
Voco4t)8 such# The p a r is h  su p p o rte d  on ly  two re c o g n isa b le  f a m ilie s  o f  ̂ craftsm en  

a t  a time#

v«agge's sm a ll tenem ent was enc lo sed  o u t o f  Myddlewood by John  %agge I ,  

som etim e betw een I 563 and 1588# The p ro p e r ty  c o n s is te d  o f  a c o tta g e  and 

e ig h t  a c re s  o f  w oodland, f o r  which he p a id  4 s . 6d# r e n t .  He end h i s  w ife , 

^ l i c e ,  had te n  c h i ld r e n ,  f iv e  o f whom d ie d  in  in fa n c y . A nother g i r l  d ie d  i n  

h e r  m id - t h i r t i e s ,  Rosa m arried  Henry T ay lo r , a husbandman-weever o f  D iv lin  

ood, Anne m enried  John  Raphes o f V arton , th e  o th e r  c a rp e n te r  i n  th e  p a r is h ,  

John  tiagge I I  fo llo w e d  h i s  f a t h e r 's  c r a f t  a t  Brandwood, and th e  e ld e s t  so n , 

« i l l i a m ,  i n h e r i t e d  th e  fam ily  tenem ent and b u s in e ss  i n  pyddlewood# A i l l i a m  

had th re e  sons and a t  l e a s t  th re e  d a u g h te rs , b u t  on ly  A lic e  seems to  have 

s u rv iv e d  childhood# Upon h e r  m arriage to  w illia m  k a rk e r ,  la b o u re r ,  th e  

fa m ily  name i s  h e a rd  o f  no more.

The Raphes fa m ily  were te n a n ts  o f  th e  lo rd  i n  nearby  karton# They were 

n o t m entioned i n  th e  su b s id y  l i s t s  o r  th e  e a r ly  m ano ria l r o l l s ,  b u t  when th e  

m an o ria l r e n t a l s  f i r s t  b eg in  i n  I 563,  they  were paying  a 6s# r e n t  f o r  t h e i r  

tenem ent in  Mar ton# When John Raphes I  d ie d  in  1579 h i s  in v e n to ry  t o t a l l e d

o n ly  A l8 .l6 s#4d#  ( p lu s  LÔ fo r  the rem ainder o f  h is  l e a s e ; .  h i s  to o ls  were
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v a lu e d  e t  lO a ., end th e  U s.dd. owed to  him in  d e b ts  presum ably r e f e r r e d

to  h i s  c ra f t*  His w ife and c h i ld r e n  a ls o  earned a l i t t l e  money p re p a r in g

wool f o r  th e  w eaver, f o r  hemp, a w heel, and a p a i r  o f  c a rd s  a r e  m entioned,

bu t th e  b u lk  o f  h is  l iv e l ih o o d  came from  h is  farm ing a c t i v i t i e s .  He owned

te n  head  o f  c a t t l e ,  a h o rse , a m are, and a c o l t ,  a sow and s ix  p ig s ,  seven

g e e s e , and some p o u l try ,  and he grew w heat, ry e ,  and o a ts .  His p e rso n a l

p o ss e s s io n s  were v a lu ed  a t  only  L 2 .l6 s .0 d .

Four o f  h i s  seven c h ild re n  a re  n o t heard  o f  a g a in  a f t e r  t h e i r  b ap tism .

h a t l ie r in e  and i^a rg a re t both  became dom estic  s e rv a n ts  a t  C a s t le  Farm and w ere

m arried  from  th e re  in  1593 and 1594. John Haphes IX in h e r i te d  h i s  f a t h e r 's

t r a d e ,  m arried  i nne v.agge in  1591, and l iv e d  on u n t i l  w e ll  i n to  h is  s e v e n t ie s .

He and h is  w ife  had s i x  sons and two d a u g h te rs . The two e ld e s t  so n s , John

I I I  and George, became c a rp e n te rs  a t  Mar to n , M ichael became a t a i l o r ,  /vndrew

became a s e rv a n t  to  th e  K in a s to n s , and  R ichard , th e  y o u n g est, a ls o  became a

t a i l o r  and an e f f i c i e n t  p a r is h  c le r k .  R ichard  had seven  c h i ld re n  by h is  f i r s t

m a rr ia g e , and f iv e  by h is  second, and i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  to  h e a r  t h a t  he

was exempted from the  H earth  Tax on grounds o f p o v e rty .

John  Raphes I I I  (1592-1646) c o n tin u e d  th e  main l i n e  w ith  an on ly  c h i ld ,

John  IV (b o m  1647). T his fo u r th  John was tax ed  on one h e a r th  a t  Merton in

1672, end was d e sc r ib e d  by Gough a s  a peaceab le  man whose " p h a n a tic a l  op in ions"
3

k e p t  him away from church . He fo llow ed  th e  f a m ily 's  c r a f t  o f  c a rp e n te r ,  

m a rrie d  tw ic e , end had th re e  da u t t e r s  and two so n s , George and John  V. 

Throughout th e  p e r io d  under d is c u s s io n  th e re  was a t  l e a s t  one John Raphes a t

3 . Gough, p .1 5 6 .
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lar t o n  who co u ld  be  c a l le d  upon to  perform  th e  s k i l l s  o f  tlie c a rp e n te r .

A nother c r a f t  fam ily , though th e  l in e  was n o t so  lo%%, was t h a t  o f

xvatthews o f  y ^ d le ,  th e  v i l l a g e  c o b b le rs  and shoem akers. au Edward Jux

was a c o b b le r  i n  1553, a w illiam  ra tth e w s  in  1611, and  a John Idatthews in

1634 and a g a in  i n  1651 (though he was d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  in  1649) # The

s e n io r  b ranch  o f th e  Matthews fam ily  l iv e d  a t  th e  house by th e  h ig h e r  w e ll

end w ere fa rm ers th e re .  w illiam  Matthews was a younger b ro th e r  who f i r s t

a p p e a rs  i n  th e  m anoria l r e n ta l s  in  1597, paying 2 s . r e n t .  He was pay ing  th e

same sum in  1617 " f o r  h i s  newe howse in  k id le " .  John  ületthews was no doubt

h is  so n . "Hee was a c o b b le r” , w r i te s  Gough, "and haveing  f u l l  im ploym ent
4

hee  follov«ed h i s  worke c o n s ta n tly  and soe m ain ta in ed  h im se lfe  and fa m ily " .

His son  and namesake fo llow ed  him, b u t  he had no male h e i r s ,  and a t  th e  end 

o f  th e  c e n tu ry , Thomas Highway, whose f a th e r  had come i n to  th e  p a r is h  upon 

h i s  m arriag e  to  a C haloner, had taken  ov er th e  r o l e  o f  v i l l a g e  c o b b le r .

1. The C haloners

The C haloners were th e  v i l la g e  coopers and b la c k sm ith s , and one o f  the

m ost p r o l i f i c  f a m il ie s  in  ky d d le . l*heir names c ro p  up i n  every ty p e  o f

re c o rd  w ith  b e w ild e r in g  frequency , w ith  f iv e  a la n a ,  fo u r  w illia m s , and  fo u r

G eorges to  con fuse  and f r u s t r a t e  the  perso n  who t r i e s  to  work o u t th e  fam ily

t r e e .  But th e  p a in s ta k in g  ta s k  i s  f i n a l ly  rew arded by a d e ta i le d  p ic tu r e

o f  an  "o rd in a ry "  fam ily  o f  v i l l a g e r s  -  c ra ftsm en , fa rm e rs , end la b o u re rs  »

o v e r a p e r io d  o f  150 y e a rs . These a r e  among th e  unsung countrym en who

to g e th e r  formed th e  m a jo r ity  o f  E ng lan d 's  p o p u la tio n , and  abou t whom we know

far le s s  than ^ e  aristocracy and gentry.
4« Gough, p . 90.
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A Roger C heloner o f  ;«yddle, c a r t e r ,  m arried  a l o c a l  fa rm e r 's  g i r l  in  

1569, b u t n o th in g  more i s  h e a rd  o f  him. he co u ld  w e ll  have been th e  

younger b ro th e r  o f  A lan Cha lo n e r ,  b la c k sm ith , who founded t h i s  v i l l a g e

n a s ty . A lan m arried  a daugh ter o f  th e  T y le rs , th e  B a ld e rto n  yeomen, in

1552, and e re c te d  a c o tta g e  and sm ithy  on a w aste  p la c e  by th e  v i l l a g e

s t r e e t  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  . y d d le  ch u rch . His garden  and o rch a rd  w ere sm a ll

a f f a i r s ,  b u t  he took o u t a 2 1 -y ea r le a s e  on 3 a c re s  o f  lan d  from th e  new ly- 

en c lo sed  Lyddlewood and b u i l t  a b a rn  th e r e .  So w ith  a sm all farm  and  h i s  

b la c k s m ith 's  shop , he and h is  w ife , E liz a b e th , w ere a b le  to  r a i s e  seven  

o f  t h e i r  e ig h t  c h ild re n . when he d ie d  i n  I 60I ,  a la n  l e f t  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  

v a lu ed  a t  L 3 9 .1 7 s .d d ., which even when one deducts th e  LlO f o r  h i s  le a s e s  

and L5 f o r  h i s  w orking to o ls  and c o a ls ,  s t i l l  le a  va» him on a more p ro sp e r 

ous l e v e l  th an  th e  la b o u re rs  and many o f  h is  fe llo w  c ra f tsm e n , and re a so n 

a b ly  w e ll o f f  by th e  r u r a l  s ta n d a rd s  o f  th o s e  tim es. H is in v e n to ry  re c o rd s  

th re e  cows and n in e  b e a s ts ,  s  nag, co rn  and hay on th e  ground and i n  s t o r e ,  

and b e e f  and bacon , va lued  a l l  to g e th e r  a t  L l5 .2 s .G d .;  w ith  p e rs o n a l p o ss

e s s io n s  w ith in  th e  house, c o n s is t in g  o f  b e d s , b ed d in g , and l in e n ,  b r a s s ,  

pew ter, and f ry in g  and d rip p in g  p an s, cupboards, t a b le ,  c o f f e r s ,  and toany 

sm a ll ite m s , to g e th e r  w ith  h is  c lo th e s ,  a cc o u n tin g  f o r  th e  rem ain ing  

L 9 .1 5 s .8 d .

In  l a t e r  l i f e  he had added t o  h is  two sm all f i e l d s ,  and h i s  sons w ere 

to  make c o n s id e ra b le  e x te n s io n s . At th e  tim e o f  h i s  d e a th , h i s  so n , Morgan 

(b o rn  1564) ,  was no lo n g e r  a l i v e ,  and h i s  on ly  d a u g h te r , M argery, had  l e f t  

to  m arry Thomas Forms to n , a Mar to n  fa rm e r, a  few weeks b e fo re  h e r  2 3 rd  b i r t h 

day. They had fo u r sons and two d a u g h te rs . A la n 's  widcw d ie d  i n  th e
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c lo s in g  weeks o f I 604# A lan had d i r e c te d  i n  h is  w i l l  tl^iat upon h e r  d e a th  

th e  le a s e  o f  h i s  house , and th e  b a m  i n  the  tow nrend, to g e th e r  w ith  th e  

l e a s e  o f  a wood leasow  in  M arton, w ere to  go to  h is  youngest so n , G eorge, who 

had a lre a d y  in h e r i te d  th e  work to o ls  and th e  sm ithy . The e ld e s t  so n , Thomas, 

who was a lm o st tw enty-one y e a rs  o ld e r  than  G eorge, had gone to  l i v e  i n  E l le s 

mere and was g iv en  fo u r nob les |L 1 .6 8 .8 d ^  "a s  h is  c h i ld e s  p a r te " .  A ll  the  

o th e r  c h i ld re n  w ere g iven  a s h i l l i n g  each. The second so n , Jo h n , does n o t 

a p p ea r i n  th e  b ap tism  r e g i s t e r s ,  b u t  h i s  m arriag e  t o  K a th e rin e  Raphes, 

d au g h te r o f  John Haphes 1, th e  c a rp e n te r ,  and s e rv a n t g i r l  to  widow ap iT o b a r t  

o f  C a s tle  Farm, i s  reco rd ed  in  1593. Dhe and h e r  new ly-born  son d ied  tw enty  

months l a t e r .  John m arried  a g a in  and he and h i s  widow d ie d  w ith in  a few 

months o f  each o th e r  i n  1627-28. This John appears  in  th e  m anoria l re c o rd s

a s  paying  an  e n try  f in e  o f  £ l  and a y e a r ly  r e n t  o f  4s .  6d . f o r  woodland in  

yddlew ood. H is f a th e r  was paying  7 a .8d. r e n t  i n  1588, b u t  h i s  widowed m other 

p a id  on ly  2 s . i n  l602 , so  John may w e ll have in h e r i te d  th e  la n d  b u t n o t the  

sm ithy  and th e  o r ig in a l  c le a r in g s .  He was d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  i n  1595 

when h is  f a th e r  was s t i l l  a l i v e ,  b u t was e n te re d  a s  yeoman t^pon h i s  d ea th  in  

I 627. AS h e  had  no c h i ld re n  o f  h i s  own, h e  bequea thed  h is  p ro p e r ty  to  one 

o r  more o f  h i s  nephews, th e  sons o f  h i s  b ro th e r ,  R ichard .

The th i r d  o f  Alan C h a lo n e r 's  so n s , w illia m , would have been  unknown to  

us had he n o t been m entioned i n  h i s  f a t h e r 's  w i l l .  Three o f  th e  C haloner 

boys a re  u n reco rd ed  in  th e  b ap tism  r e g i s t e r s  and cjough o n ly  knew o f  two o f  

th e  sev en , even though s ix  o f th e n  grew to  manhood. (Gough had an  amazing 

raemory b u t h i s  acco u n t m ust be t r e a te d  w ith  c a u t io n , e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  th e se
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e a r ly  g é n é ra t io n s .)  The f i f t h  s o n , Roger, ap p ea rs  to  b e  th e  one who d ied

a yeoman a t  Mar ton  in  1637, b u t  how he ro se  t o  th a t  rank  i t  i s  im p o ssib le  to

say . This le a v e s  th e  fo u r th  so n , R ich a rd , who i s  d e sc r ib e d  a s  c a r t e r  and 

then  a s  co o p er, and th e  youngest son , G eorge, who had s ta y e d  a t  home to  work 

w ith  h is  f a th e r  i n  the  b la c k s m ith 's  fo rg e  and who had become h i s  own m aste r 

a t  th e  age o f tw en ty -seven . I t  w i l l  be c o n v en ien t to  d e a l  w ith  h i s  a id e  o f

th e  fam ily  f i r s t  and then  to  come back to  R ich a rd .

George m arried  E lin o r ,  a n o th e r  o f  th e  b a ld e r to n  T y le r s ,  b u t  d ie d  when 

he was o n ly  41 ,  le a v in g  h e r  to  su p p o rt fo u r  young c h ild re n  aged  betw een two 

and fo u r te e n . • A nother baby had a lre a d y  d ie d . E l in o r 's  l i f e  was marked by 

m is fo rtu n e . a  few y e a rs  l a t e r  sh e  m arried  John Goesage, one o f  th e  most 

d is r e p u ta b le  members o f  th e  consnunity, b u t  th e  m arriage  l a s t e d  on ly  one 

n ig h t .  A f te r  Goesage had crowned a n o to r io u s  c a re e r  a s  a t h i e f ,  d runkard , 

c o u n te r f e i t e r ,  and p r is o n e r ,  by p o iso n in g  h im s e lf ,  E l in o r  was f r e e  t o  m arry 

a g a in ; th is  tim e to  F ra n c is  l e v i e s ,  a F a r to n  fa rm er. Her e ld e s t  son was 

R ichard  C haloner, "an  un tow erd ly  l i v e r ,  very  i d le  and e x tra v a g a n t, endeav-
5

ing  to  supp ly  h is  n e c e ssy ty e s  r a th e r  by s t e a le in g  th an  by h i s  honest la b o u r" . 

He had a b a s ta rd  so n , R ich a rd , who was p a r t l y  m ain ta in ed  by th e  p a r is h  and 

who was k i l l e d  a t  E d g e h ill  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  ««ars. R ichard  then  oame to

i.yddlewood, took up la b o u r in g , and m arried  a w ife  who b o re  him b^o sons and 

th re e  d a u g h te rs . He was to o  poor to  pay th e  H earth  Tax i n  1663 and 1664, 

bu t was b e t t e r  o f f  by 1672 when he was tax ed  on one h e a r th .  He was then  

71 y e a rs  o ld ,  b u t h is  d e a th  i s  u n reco rded .

5* Cough, p .153*
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George and E l in o r 's  two daugh ters a re  n o t h eard  o f  a g a in , b u t A lan 

(who was o n ly  12 when h i s  f a th e r  died) c a r r ie d  on th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  

you n g est so n  ta k in g  over th e  b la c k sm ith 's  forge* He was a l to g e th e r  d i f f e r 

en t from h is  b r o th e r ,  R ich a rd , and took  pz*ide i n  h i s  work* I n  1634 he was

paying an  im proved r e n t  o f  a guinea f o r  h is  fo rg e  and h i s  new e n c lo su re  i n
6

.jyddlewood, and a lth o u g h  he was d e sc rib e d  a s  a pau p er fo u r  y e a rs  l a t e r  he 

was s t i l l  a b le  to  pay an  in c re a se d  e n try  fine* H is p ro p e r ty  was d e sc r ib e d  

in  1640 a s  "1 new leasow e be ing  4  [o ld j a c re  o f woodland, 1 Berne, 1 m rn e  

Yarde b e in g  3 new a c re  o f  woodland, 1 i*ncient c o t ta g e ,  1 sm a ll |^ o rn ]  **• He

was a l s o  p re s e n te d  a t  th e  manor co u rt f o r  " c u t t in g ,  f l e a in g e ,  and b u m in g e  o f

th e  w a s te " , end by  h is  e x e r t io n s  he was s a f e ly  o u t o f  p o v e rty  w ith  one h e a r th  

in  1672. Yet he had to  s t r u g g le  h a rd  f o r  what he had, ev er s in c e  h i s  f a th e r
7

had died* Gough t e l l s  a p o ignan t s to r y  o f  th e  tim e  o f  the  C iv i l  »,ars ab o u t 

how a R o y a lis t  s o ld i e r  came t o  byddle to  ta k e  bedd ing  and p ro v is io n s  f o r  h i s  

g a rr iso n *  p l a n 's  w ife ,  iza rgare t (a  Lopping ton  woman), b ro u g h t o u t h e r  

b e s t  bed  f o r  him, b u t  "hee th in k in g  i t  too  c o a rse , c a s t  i t  in to  th e  la k e ,  

b e fo re  th e  d o o re , end tro a d  i t  under h is  h o rse  f e e t " .  The very  n e x t day he  

was m o r ta l ly  wounded in  a sk irm ish  a t  Myddle, and p ray in g  f o r  fo rg iv e n e s s ,

la y  dying  on th e  same bed th a t  he had sco rned .
8

A lan l iv e d  to  be  81. He was in  tro u b le  a t  th e  b is h o p 's  v i s i t a t i o n  

o f  1665 f o r  n o t a t te n d in g  th e  sacram ent, b u t o th e rw ise  h e  seems t o  have le d

a l i f e  t h a t  would have been spoken o f i n  term s o f  a p p ro v a l. He b rough t up

6 . 1638 su rv e y . Box 345» B ridgew ater C o lle c t io n , Shrewsbury*
7* Gough, p. 41*
8 . 1 /V /V 3 9 . L ic h f ie ld .
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e kinsw om an's b a s ta rd  d au g h te r u n t i l  sh e  was a b le  to  go  in to  a e rv io e , and 

saw h i s  own d a u g h te r , M argare t, m arried  i n  1659 t o  ThcKoaa Highway o f  

^ e ig h to n . The b lack sm ith  had no son o f  h i s  own, and so  Highway su cceed ed  

him upon h is  d e a th . 'Ih ree  y e a rs  l a t e r .  Highway, n o t b e in g  a  b lac k sm ith  

h im s e lf ,  was p re se n te d  a t  th e  manor c o u r t  f o r  c o n v e r t in g  th e  s m i th 's  fo rg e  

in to  a c o tta g e  w ith o u t add ing  the  s t a tu to r y  fo u r  a c re s  o f  la n d . He seems 

to  have had id e a s  ab o u t s u b - le t t in g  i t  a s  a d w e llin g -p la c e  f o r  some poor 

la b o u re r  o r  o th e r ,  and a s  th e  Vtoulfs a lr e a d y  had  a new b la c k s m ith 's  fo rg e  

by th e  main ro ad  on Myddle H i l l ,  th e  o ld  sm ithy  o f  th e  C ha loners was u se d  

no more.

Die o th e r  b ranch  o f  th e  C haloner fa m ily  began w ith  R ich a rd  C haloner, 

th e  c o o p er, o f  Myddlewood. R ichard  was b o m  i n  I 560,  and a t  th e  age o f  

25 h e  m arried  w th e r in e ,  th e  dau g h te r o f  R ich a rd  % ou lf, a Myddle fa rm e r.

In  1588 he was paying o n ly  2 s . r e n t  f o r  h is  sm a ll p ie c e  o f  la n d , b u t  by 

1617 he  had a new e n c lo su re  i n  kyddlewood f o r  which he p a id  3 9 s . p e r  annum, 

in  a d d i t io n  to  h is  o r ig in a l  sm a llh o ld in g . Gough w ro te  t l i a t  t h i s  new en

c lo s u re  was "o u t o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f Myddle A ood w hich ly@s tow ards K a rto n , and
9

i s  c e l le d  th e  Hooke o f  th e  A ood". H is w ife  d ie d  i n  I 60I  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  

b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  sev en th  c h i ld .  Her f i r s t  had  been b o rn  j u s t  over n in e  months 

a f t e r  t h e i r  m arriag e , and she had had seven  c h i ld r e n  i n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  There 

i s  no rec o rd  o f  what happened to  th e  two d a u g h te rs , b u t  th e  youngest c h ild ^  

Thomas, d ie d  when he was on ly  th r e e ,  and  John  and  George d ie d  in  t h e i r  you th  

o r  e a r ly  manhood. R ichard  l iv e d  t o  b e  4 I  s t  kyddlewood and ro s e  f  rcxn 

husbandmen to  yeoman. I t  m igh t, in  f a c t ,  have been  he and n o t  h i s  f a th e r

9 . Gough, p .1 5 7 *
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who made th e  new e n c lo su re  i n  i,(yddlewood# The C h a lo n ers  w ere r e n t in g  so

many new c le a r in g s  in  t h i s  wood t h a t  i t  i s  im p o ssib le  t o  i d e n t i f y  them a l l .
»

However, R ich a rd  had  o n ly  a d a u g h te r , K a th e r in e , to  su cceed  him, and a s  th e r e  

i s  no re c o rd  o f h e r  m arriag e  o r  su b seq u en t c a r e e r ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  h i s  

tenem ent p assed  to  h i s  b r o th e r ,  o r  e l s e  th e  o p tio n  was n o t  tak en  and  th e  

le a s e  w ent to  a n o th e r  fa m ily  a l to g e th e r .

The male l i n e  was c a r r ie d  on by  R ic h a rd 's  e ld e r  b r o th e r ,  A lan C haloner 

o f  l4yddlewood, cooper, who was b o m  i n  1592 and d ie d  i n  I 65I .  F o r most o f  

h i s  tim e  he  l iv e d  in  th e  woodland a re a  and s u b - l e t  th e  o r ig in a l  C haloner 

c o tta g e  to  Thomas i io k e r in g ,  who s o ld  a l e  th e re .  a  I a n 's  w ife ,  J a n e , b o re  

him fo u r  sons and fcxir d a u g h te rs , and su rv iv e d  him oy se v en te en  y e a r s .  Three 

o f  th e  sons and one o f  th e  d a u g h te rs  a r e  n o t h eard  o f  a g a in  a f t e r  t h e i r  

b a p tism s , b u t  th e  o th e r  fo u r  grew up and w ere i ia r r ie d . Jo an  m arried  John  

C h e sh ire , a i^yddle yeoman, E lis a b e th  took b tephen  P r i c e ,  a B u rl to n  b la c k 

sm ith , a s  h e r  husband, end th ey  went to  l i v e  in  th e  a n c ie n t  c o t ta g e  t h a t  was 

s t i l l  r e n te d  a t  2 s . p e r  annum, w h ile  anne m arried  R ich a rd  C la rk e , a c o t ta g e r  

and la b o u re r  o f  Harmer H i l l .  The s u rv iv in g  so n , A i l l i a m  (1623-1701) d id  no t 

m arry u n t i l  he was n e a r ly  4 0 , and th en  ended up w ith  th e  u n fo r tu n a te  c h o ic e

o f  a r g a r e t  Forms to n , and th e  d a u g h te rs  t h a t  she b o re  him  w ere to  b rea k  h is
10

h e a r t .  To Gough, E liz a b e th  and Jan e  were "hm pudw t w hores" who had th re e  

b a s ta r d s  betw een them. One o f  th e  d au g h te rs  ra n  away and l e f t  two o f  th e  

b a s ta rd s  to  be m a in ta in ed  by th e  p a r i s h .  The o th e r  d au g h te r was s e n t  to  

*em where she was l a s t  s e t t l e d ,  presum ably as  a dom estic  s e rv a n t .  Two boys 

end a n o th e r  g i r l  o f  A i l l i a m  and )4 a rg a re t 's  had d ie d  in  in fa n c y , and  a t h i r d

10. Gough, p. lifô .
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d a u g h te r , M arg are t, who was d i f f e r e n t  from h e r  s i s t e r s ,  m arried  Edward

B a x te r and l iv e d  in  th e  o ld  c o t ta g e  a t  th e  same r e n t  o f  2s* a y e a r .  B efo re

h is  d e a th  i n  1?01, A illia m  s o ld  th e  le a s e  o f  h i s  tenem ent to  h i s  b r o th e r -  

in - la w , b tephen  P r ic e ,  and so  by th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  

b o th  b ran ch es o f  th e  C haloners had  come to  an  end th ro u g h  th e  la c k  o f  male 

h e i r s ,  and i t  was l e f t  to  co u sin s  to  come back in to  th e  p a r is h  and c a r ry  on 

th e  name.

The d e t a i l s  o f  th e  fam ily  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  C haloners p o r t r a y  a microcosm o f

r u r a l  s o c ie ty  a t  th e  fa rm e r-o ra f tsm a n -la b o u re r  l e v e l  a s  i t  was i n  E liz a b e th a n

and S tu a r t  England. One i s  s t ru c k  w ith  th e  way t h a t  th e  In d iv id u a l  f o r t 

unes o f  th e  low ly  v a r ie d  a s  much a s  d id  those  o f  th e  g r e a t .  Some o f  th e  

C haloners w ere r e s p e c te d  f o r  t h e i r  c r a f t  s k i l l s ,  o th e r s  through  t h e i r  i n i t i 

a t i v e  and h a rd  work ea rn ed  th e  name o f  yeomen, b u t  y e t  o th e rs  th rough  i d le 

n ess  o r  m is fo r tu n e  f e l l  in to  p o v e rty . There w ere C haloners who l iv e d  to  be 

70 o r  80,  th e re  were th o se  who d ie d  in  t i i e i r  you th  o r  e a r ly  manhood, and 

th e r e  w ere many o th e r s  who n ev er re a c h e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  b i r th d a y . Some w ere 

f o r tu n a te  in  t h e i r  w ives; some were u n u su a lly  u n lucky . Some had c h i ld r e n  

o f  whom th ey  c o u ld  be proud; scxue w ere ashamed o f  t h e i r  o f f s p r in g .  M is fo r t

une was surm ounted, and m is fo rtu n e  became to o  g r e a t  a  bu rden ; v i r tu o u s  rep u 

t a t i o n s  w ere e a rn e d , and scan d a lo u s s t o r i e s  w ere re c o u n te d . The fam ily  was 

onoe th e  most p r o l i f i c  in  th e  p a r i s h ,  b u t in  th e  end th e  male l i n e  w ith e re d .

In  s h o r t ,  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  C h a lo n ers  rem ainda one t h a t  p eo p le  l i v i n g  in  

th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  were a s  v a r ie d  and a s  human a s  we 

a re  to d ay .
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2 . The noevere and rfeilo ra

”b h rw s b u ry ” , w ro te  D aniel D efoe, " ia  indeed  a b e a u t i f u l ,  l a r g e ,  p le a s -

ani^ populous and r i c h  fowni f u l l  o f  G entry and y e t  f u l l  o f  T rade to o ; f o r

h e re  to o , i s  a g r e e t  M anufacture , a s  w e ll o f  F la n n e l ,  a s  a ls o  o f w h ite  broach
11

c lo th ,  which e n ric h e s  a l l  th e  Country round i t " .  a hundred and f i f t y  y e a rs

e a r l i e r  Camden had w r i t te n  i n  much th e  same tezrns: f in e  c i t y ,  w e l l-

in h a b i te d ,  o f  good commerce, and by  th e  in d u s t ry  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e i r  c lo th
12

m an u fac tu re , and t h e i r  t r a d e  w ith  th e  V<elsh, very  r i c h " .  There i s  p le n ty  

o f  ev id en ce  th a t  p eo p le  in  ^ydd le  b e n e f i te d  from t h i s  t r a d e  and t h a t  some o f  

them e a rn e d  t h e i r  l iv in g  from  i t ,  though a s  a group th e  t a i l o r s  and w eavers 

n ev e r acc o u n te d  f o r  more than  se v en , e ig h t ,  o r  a t  th e  m ost n in e  p e rc e n t o f  

th e  community.

Mo bhrew ebury d ra p e r  o r  m ercer o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  ta n n e r s .  Grit t i n s  and 

i^ tc h e r le y , s e t t l e d  perm anen tly  in  Myddle, b u t t h a t  m ight have happened d u rin g  

th e  m iddle  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  had n o t th e  d ra p e rs  concerned . 

Mocks and V.ebb, l o s t  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  money when t h e i r  London co n n ec tio n s  went 

b a n k ru p t. B a ld e rto n  H a l l ,  one o f  th e  th re e  l a r g e s t  farm s i n  th e  p a r i s h ,  had 

come o n - to  th e  m arket and was bought by John  Kocke, a w ea lth y  d ra p e r  in  

Slirew sbury, and  a f t e r  him by a n o th e r  r i c h  d ra p e r , a Mr. b,ebb o f  Shrew sbury, 

b u t  t h e i r  mis fo r tu n e s  s t a r t e d  soon a f t e r  t h e i r  p u rch ases  and so  th e  H a ll  w ent 

to  y e t  a n o th e r  o f  th e  sev en  fa m ilie s  t h a t  were to  h o ld  i t  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  

1^6^ to  1701. M either Mocke n o r %ebb ev er l iv e d  a t  th e  H a ll b u t  w ere c o n te n t

to  l# t  I t .  fh«y mey nwwf hay, in tw ded  to up pw »nw >t r i t d ^  Ih U T
11. D. D efoe, it Tour th ro u g h  th e  whole I s la n d  o f  c ^ e a t  B r i t a i n ,  ed. F. Da v i e s ,  

London, 1927* p .474*
12. Camdw, o r i t t a n i a .  p. 847*
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The !!ÿddle g e n try  w ere sometimes connec ted  by m arriag e  to  the  Shrew sbury 

m erchants and o c c a s io n a l ly ,  l ik e  th e  Haywards, they  a p p re n tic e d  younger sons
13

in to  th e  trade*  At a low er s o c ia l  l e v e l  many w ives end c h i ld re n  w ere occu

p ie d  in  s p in n in g , w h ile  m ost o f  the c ra ftsm e n  combined t h e i r  c r a f t  w ith  th e  

ru n n in g  o f  a sm a ll farm . borne o f th e  t a i l o r s  in  p a r t i c u l a r  were d e s c r ib e d  

a l t e r n a t i v e l y  a s  husbandmen o r  even yeomen. The t r a d e  was n o t by  any means 

a mere by-employment t h a t  p rov ided  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  e x tra  to  keep peo p le  above 

th e  p o v e rty  l i n e ;  a l l  c la s s e s  o f peop le  b e n e f i te d  front i t .

Between 1941 and l6C0 th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  re c o rd  t h i r t e e n  t a i l o r s  and 

f iv e  w eavers. % e  f i r s t  th r e e  w eavers formed no perm anent a ttac h m en t to  th e  

p a r i s h ,  b u t  th e  o th e r  two were the s i r e s  o f  fa m ilie s  t h a t  s ta y e d  f o r  a few 

g e n e ra tio n s  i n  Myddle. u i l l i a m  Grooms o f  H oulston , a w eaver i n  I 58O and  s t i l l

a w eaver u n t i l  h i s  death  in  1630, ae&m to  have been  a younger son o f  th e  yeo

men a t  b le a p  H a ll .  H is descendants a r e  d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  a s  la b o u r -
14

e ra . The o th e r  "poor w eaver" was k i l l i a m  l a r k  es o f  Newton, h e ld  up by Gough 

a s  an  example o f  in d u s try  a s  none o f h is  e lev en  c h i ld re n  e v e r  became c h a rg ea b le  

t o  tlie  p a r i s h ,  even though one d au g h te r, a l i o e ,  became c r ip p le d  w ith  r i c k e t s  a s  

a c h i ld  and cou ld  n o t w alk u n t i l  she was n in e te e n . "bhee le a rn e d  to  k n i t  

s to c k en s  and g lo v e s , i n  which imployment sh ee  was v ery  e x p e r t ,  and th e re b y

m a in ta in ed  h e rs  e l f e  a f t e r  th e  death  o f  h e r  p a re n ts " . D e sp ite  th e  la r g e  number

o f  c h i ld re n  th e  fam ily  soon  became e x t in c t  in  th e  p a r is h .

I f  one r e l i e d  m erely upon th e  ev idence  o f  th e  r e g i s t e r s  i t  would seem

13. T .C .^ iendenha ll. The bhreiwsuurv D rapers and the  „e ls h  wool T rade i n  th e  
XVI and XVII C e n tu r ie s .  U .U .l . . 1993; betw een 1572 and Iw O  40 p e rc e n t  
o f  a p p re n t ic e  d ra p e rs  were th e  so n s o f  g e n try .

14.  Gough, p . 79.
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t h a t  o n ly  a h a n d fu l o f  peop le  earned  t h e i r  l iv in g  in  t h i s  way, and t h a t  th e  

on ly  c ra ftsm en  concerned were v e ry  p oo r peop le  on much th e  same le v e l  a s  th e  

farm  la b o u re r s .  But th e  p ro b a te  in v e n to r ie s  show th a t  many o th e rs  were i n 

vo lved  i n  some way o r  a n o th e r . R oger N ic h o la s , th e  gen tlem an f re e h o ld e r  o f  

B a ld e r to n  H e l l ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  had th re e  w heels, two p a i r  o f  c a rd s , two s to n e s  

o f  w ool, and  f o r ty  e l l s  o f c lo th  rec o rd ed  in  h is  in v e n to ry  in  1972. l e r e  

h i s  fem ale  s e r v a n ts ,  one w onders, eo^ loyed  in  c a rd in g  and sp in n in g  wool d u rin g  

the  ho u rs  when th ey  had no dom estic  d u t ie s ?  The fa rm e rs , toc^ p o ssessed  w ool, 

c a rd s  and  sp in n in g  w heels. John ».oulf o f % d d le  (1974) had a s to n e -a n d -a -  

q u a r te r  o f  wool va lued  a t  iG s . ,  and th re e  pounds o f  ÿ#elsh wool v a lu ed  a t  9s* # 

John Raphes o f  M arton (1979) had hemp, a w heel, and a  p a i r  o f  c a rd s ; Hugh 

.  e a x in  o f  Newton (1980) p o sse sse d  fo u r  pound of w ool; B ich a rd  «foulf o f Myddle 

( 198c) owned hemp and an  e l l  o f  k e rsey ; w h ile  «George Downton o f  A ld e rto n  

( 1987) had some sp in n in g  w heels; and R ichard  ASh o f  ^Æarton (1991) owned a 

sp in n in g  w heel and th re e  b ag s . Ih e  re fe re n c e  t o  k e rs e y  in  I 98C i s  th e  o n ly  

c lu e  as  to  w hat type  o f c lo th  was b e in g  made. One w ould expec t such a c o a rse  

u a t e r i a l  t o  be  the  s ta n d a rd  p roduct o f  th e  c o u n try s id e , and most o f  th e  c lo th s  

made in  b a le s  and S h ro p sh ire  f o r  th e  Shrew sbury s t a p le  seem to  have been o f
15

th i s  u n re f in e d  ty p e . Two o th e r  in v e n to r ie s  m ention  o th e r  m a te r ia ls .  Vtidow 

i nn }# tthew s (1970) had two w heels and  tw enty  sh ippons o f  l in in g  y a rn , w ith  

which to  make l in in g s  f o r  garm ents; and John H ordley (1 9 7 6 ), d e sc r ib e d  a s  

husbandman, b u t  o f  a t a i l o r i n g  fa m ily , possessed  te n  e l l s  o f  f la x  and fo u r

e l l s  o f  t w i l l ,  w ith  some hemp, and th re e  bags and a w heel.
- - -   : - -    - -      '      — ■'

19. M endenhall, op. c i t .



267.

I n  none o f  th ese  in v e n to r ie s  i s  th e re  any m ention o f  weavers* loom s.

Only th e  p re lim in a ry  c a rd in g  o r  h e c k lin g  and the  su b seq u en t sp in n in g  w ere 

done in  th e s e  homes in  Myddle. The y a rn  would th en  be ta k e n  to  th e  e s ta b 

l i s h e d  w eavers w ith in  th e  p a r i s h ,  o r  perhaps c o l le c te d  from th e s e  houses by 

th e  w eaver o r  h i s  c h ild re n . T here was a s t r i c t  d iv is io n  o f  la b o u r  i n  a l l  

th e s e  p ro c e s s e s . There was no f u l l i n g - m i l l  a t  I/iyddle, n o r has any in fo rm 

a t io n  come to  l i g h t  abou t th e  jo b  o f  dyeing th e  wool b e fo re  i t  was f in is h e d  

by th e  Shrew sbury shearm en. The household  harden  and l in e n  goods c o u ld  be  

c o n s is te d  w ith in  th e  p a r is h  a s  th e y  d id  n o t r e q u ir e  th e se  p ro c e s s e s , b u t 

e v e ry th in g  e l s e  would have to  be  tak en  in to  town to  be f in is h e d .  The t a i l o r s  

p ro b ab ly  bough t t h e i r  m a te r ia ls  from  th e  m arket r a t h e r  th an  from  th e  lo c a l  

o ra  ftsm en.

The t a i l o r s  o f  kydd le  were more numerous th a n  th e  w eavers d u rin g  th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , though n o t i n  th e  y e a n  betw een I 600 and I 660. The t a i l o r s  

seem to  have been  a more p ro sp e ro u s  body th a n  th e  w eavers. F ou r o f  them 

(m ain ly  w ith  w elsh names) w ere tem porary r e s id e n ts  who a r e  o n ly  re c o rd e d  once 

in  th e  r e g i s t e r s .  Three o th e r s  w ere in m ig ran ts  who s e t t l e d  i n  th e  p a r i s h ,

Slid the  rem ain ing  s ix  w ere connec ted  w ith  th e  farm ing f a m il ie s  o f  i>^ddle. 

b<XQe o f  th e se  w ere younger sons who tu rn e d  to  th e  t r a d e  f o r  employment, some 

e v e n tu a lly  became farm ers th e iis e lv e s , and o th e rs  combined t h e i r  c r a f t  w ith  

t h e i r  farm  in  a most s a t i s f a c to r y  way. The H ordleys and th e  I d le r s  a r e  th e  

b e s t  exam ples o f  th e se  c ra ftsm e n -fa rm e rs .

'Ü iere w ere  T y le rs  who w ere yeomen a t  B a ld e rto n  and o th e r s  who w ere 

farm ers a t  !,;yddle, a s  w e ll a s  th e  t a i l o r s  who re n te d  a h a lf - te n e m e n t i n  Myddle
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f o r  8s* a year* T h is was one o f  th o se  a n c ie n t  tenem ents which in c lu d ed  

la n d  i n  th e  H i l l  Furlong  and a p a r t  o f th e  B in n in g s , and th e  house i s  s t i l l  

s ta n d in g  to  th e  w est o f  the  churchyard* Thomas T y le r  was th e  f i r s t  o f  fo u r  

g e n e ra tio n s  o f  t a i lo r - f a r m e r s ;  th e  l a s t  was b i l l i a m  T y le r , a pe rson  

" a l to g e s th e r  unseem ely f o r  such  a c a l l i n g ,  f o r  hee was a b ig g , t e l l ,  corpu

l e n t  p e rso n , b u t n o t so  b ig g  in  body a s  bad in  c o n d itio n s"*  The T y le rs  

w ere succeeded  i n  t h e i r  tenem ent by  a n o th e r  t a i l o r ,  Bartholomew P ie rce*

Ih e  H ordleys w ere th e  m ost p ro sp e ro u s t a i l o r s  i n  th e  parish*  They 

re n te d  a tenem ent and c le a r in g s  i n  th e  o ld  D iv lin  bood by  th e  s id e  o f  th e

la n e  from Myddle to  B urlton* John  H ordley I I I  (1948-1629) was th e  son  and
16

grandson  o f  farm ers and was h im s e lf  d e s c r ib e d  a s  yeoman upon h i s  death* 

h is  so n , iuidrew H ordley ( 1986- I 640) ,  l e f t  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  w orth  n e a r ly  L190, 

which would p la c e  him w e ll  above most o f  th e  yeomen-farmexe o f  th e  p a rish *

His l iv e s to c k  and c rops a lo n e  w ere v a lu e d  a t  n e a r ly  L80 , and Uie on ly  item s 

t h a t  h i n t  a t  h i s  t r a d e  w ere th r e e  p ie c e s  o f l in e n  c lo th  w orth  L2, wool p r ic e d  

a t  jù l. 13s . 4 d#, and d ^ t s  owed to  him am ounting to  jù47.3e.2d« ivndrew*s two
17

e ld e s t  sons "were r i c h  and a llw ay s  had money b e e fo re  hand". Ihey  b o th  d ie d  

b a c h e lo rs  in  t h e i r  f i f t i e s ,  and a s  S tep h en  ( a l s o  a t a i l o r )  had d ie d  a t  th e  

e a r ly  age o f  19 , and M ichael had presum ably d ie d  i n  ch ild h o o d , th e  f i f t h  son , 

John , in h e r i te d  th e  p ro p e r ty  and th e  fam ily  b u s in e s s .

Of th e  te n  men who a re  reco rd ed  a s  t a i l o r s  i n  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  

on ly  Hugh Jones o f  M arten (1621; can n o t be  i d e n t i f i e d .  A l l  th e  o th e r  names

W v. a t a a i X i a r  r ing . t i c k X t y  o f  a n n ü m o o d  (1571-l62fcJ th ._______
16* But h i s  in v en to ry  shows t h a t  he was a c ra fts ;o an  as w e l l .
17* Gough, p . 134.
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e ld e s t  so n  o f  s  lirsndwood fsrraer* The B rsndw ood-D lvlin  %ood a re a  c o n ta in e d

two o r  th r e e  fa m ilie s  -  th e  B ic k le y s , the  T ay lo rs , end th e  H ordleys -  who

w ere q u i te  w e l l - o f f  a s  ta i lo r - f a rm e rs *  Andrew 's so n , W illiam  B io k ley  o f

Brandwood, was a ls o  a t a i l o r ,  b u t b i l l i a m 's  second so n  was d e s c r ib in g  h im s e lf

as  yeoman by  th e  end o f th e  century* No o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r is h  had  even

t h i s  sm a ll c o n c e n tra tio n  o f  c ra ftsm en ; they  seem to  have been  sc& ittered

around in d is c r im in a te ly *

Two more fa n a e r s ,  Thomas Lould o f  lyddlewood and F ra n c is  C lay ton  o f  th e

H o ll in s , a p p e a r  b r i e f l y  i n  th e  s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  r e g i s t e r s  a s  t a i lo r s *

i Quid's tenem ent was a sm a ll one o f  e ig h t  a c re s  t h a t  was one o f  th e  f i r s t  to

be e n c lo se d  in  Myddlewood* John Mould was f i r s t  re c o rd e d  i n  th e  m an o ria l

c o u r t  r o l l s  o f  1938 and 1942, and h i s  fam ily  c o n tin u ed  to  h o ld  th e  p ro p e r ty

f o r  s e v e ra l  g e n e ra tio n s  u n t i l  th e  1660*s ,  when i t  p a sse d  th rough  m arriag e  to

b i l l i a m  w stson , a n o th e r  t a i l o r ,  whose in v en to ry  i n  1689 amounted to

G42*4s*4d*, o f  which LlO was in  a bond, and  a n o th e r  L 22*lls*8d* was acco u n ted

f o r  by h i s  farm  stock* B ut th e re  w ere p o o re r  t a i l o r s  a s  w ell*  Gough me%*-

t io n s  an " i d l e  fe llo w  who was a t a y lo r  and went from  p la c e  t o  p la c e  to  worke
18

in  t h i s  p a r i s h ,  b u t had noe h a b ita t io n " *  Ih e re  w ere a ls o  M ichael and

R ich a rd , Uie two younger sons o f  Raphes th e  c a rp en te r*  This R ichard  was

exempted from  th e  H earth  Tax in  1664 a s  he " i s  a v e ry  p o o rs  man and h a th  n o t

ground w orth  f iv e  s h i l l in g »  th e  y e a rs  n e i th e r  i s  he  w orth  f iv e  pounds i n  
19

goods"* The P ie rc e  fam ily  w hich succeeded  to  T y le r 's  tenem ent a ls o  had 

i t s  u p s-a  nd- downs ; sms son  ended up  a s  a s o l d i e r  in  F la n d e rs  and IPshgiaai»,

18* (rOugh, p*40*
19. f .R .O . &  1 7 9 /2 2 ^ 2 4 .
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a n o th e r  f a r e d  b e t t e r  a s  th e  te n a n t o f  b le e p  H a ll, b u t th e  th i r d  worked a s  a

la b o u re r  and l iv e d  in  a c o tta g e  in  H ou lston  Lane* He nm rried  a dom estic

s e r v a n t ,  had s i x  c i i i ld re n , and d ied  a pauper*
20

Gough b r i e f l y  m entions one o r  two t a i l o r s  who l iv e d  in  th e  p a r is h  d u rin g  

th e  c lo s iz ig  y e a rs  o f th e  se v en te en th  cen tu ry*  borne, l i k e  ^ r th u r  Owen and 

R ich a rd  R ogers, never made more th an  a s u f f i c i e n t  l i v i n g ,  b u t  th o se  who had 

lan d  and  common p a s tu re  r i g h t s ,  l i k e  th e  H ordleys o r  T ay lo rs , co n tin u ed  to  

l i v e  w e ll  i n  t h e i r  woodland c le a rin g s*  Abraham T ay lo r, who had c re a te d  th e  

f a m i ly 's  o r ig in a l  tenem ent by com pleting  th e  e n c lo su re  o f  D iv lin  hood, had 

been a t a i l o r  by  tr a d e  a s  w e ll as by name* His e ld e s t  so n , Henry, had  tu rn e d  

to  weaving a s  w e ll  a s  t o  farm ing , b u t  th e  o th e r  so n , R ic h a rd , who had moved 

to  Lopping to n , was "soe  famous in  t h a t  t r a d e ,  t h a t  hee was o f  good re p u te  i n  

h is  tim e , and ••*  had much cue tome, and l iv e d  in  a handsome co n d itio n "*

H enry 's  so n , Abraham, in h e r i te d  th e  tenem ent i n  D iv lin  Viood and became a t a i l o r  

too* They w ere n ev er a s  p rosperous a s  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u rs , th e  H ord leys, b u t  

s e c u re  in  th e i r  s ta n d a rd  o f liv in g *  The ta i lo r - f a r m e r s  w ere the  w e a l th ie s t  

c ra ftsm en  in  the  parish*

Two o th e r  peop le  ap p ea r b r i e f l y  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  a s  g lo v e rs ,  end Gough
2 1  coV̂ Vît̂ t.

iientions a th i r d  who was l iv in g  in  a i^ d d l  esoocy in  1701* B ut t h i s  was on ly  

a m inor o ccu p a tio n  in  th e  parish*  a s  f o r  th e  b e v e n te e n th -c e n tu iy  w eavers 

th e re  w ere fo u r te e n  o f  them reco rd ed  betw een IbOO and l6 6 0 , omnpared w ith  on ly  

T iv e  f o r  th e  p rev io u s s i x t y  years* Some o f  them w ere now p u t t in g  down ro o ts

20* Gough, p*1 9 6 *
21* Gough, p*33*
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i n  th e  p e r i s h ,  such as th e  l a r k  es es o f  Newton, th e  D av ieses o f  i é r to n ,  

o r  th e  ap R o b ertses  o f  Mar ton* David ap R oberts (l6 0 4 ) i s  th e  on ly  w eaver 

i n  hydd le  whose in v e n to ry  has survived* He had two cows, am h e i f e r ,  a 

m ere, tw elve  sh e ep , two p ig s ,  and c o m  and hay , w ith  a t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  

Jù7*17s*dd* The r e s t  o f  h i s  goods were v a lu ed  a t  o n ly  L I .  14s*iCd. The d u a l 

n a tu re  o f  th e  w e a v e r-fa rm e r 's  o ccu p a tio n  i s  w e ll b ro u g h t o u t by  t h i s  in v e n t

o ry . Looms, w ool, f l a x ,  and hemp a re  a l l  re c o rd e d , b u t  th e  im portance o f  

th e  farm  i s  shown by th e  muc^ h ig h e r  v a lu e s  o f  h is  an im als  and c ro p s ; and th e  

meagre p e rs o n a l item s th a t  a r e  l i s t e d  show j u s t  how b a re  was h is  house and 

how low h i s  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g .

O ther po o r w eavers in c lu d e d  John D ud leston , a l i a s  h a l l ,  a weaver and 

" common f id d le r "  who l iv e d  in  C a s t le  Farm c o t ta g e ,  and th e  Davies w  o f  Mar ton . 

Thomas D avies came from  ohrew abury in  l6o5 to  m arry C la re  o f  l ia r to n 's  on ly  

c h i ld  and to  l i v e  in  t h e i r  sm a ll tenem ent a t  th e  k a r t  on end o f  I^ddlew ood. 

O th e r ijev iese s  w ere reco rd ed  a s  w eavers, and by th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu ry  th e r e  

were o v er s i x t y  o f  them in  th e  p a r i s h ,  w orking a s  w eavers o r  la b o u r e r s ,  and 

m o stly  so  poo r t h a t  th ey  had to  l i v e  on p a r is h  r e l i e f *  Weaving rem ained 

a much p o o re r  o ccu p a tio n  than  th a t  o f ta i lo r in g *  On th e  o th e r  hand, a few 

o th e r s ,  l i k e  Henry T ay lo r and « i l l ia m  Forms to n , a re  a lte iv ia  t iv e ly  d ^ c r i b e d  

88 husbandmen, and John L loyd was th e  younger son  o f  an  a n c ie n t  and p ro sp e ro u s  

farm ing  fa m ily  in  Myddle. He l iv e d  in  a c o tta g e  b u i l t  upon t h e i r  la n d , and 

t h i s  was a f te rw a rd s  j o i n t l y  le a s e d  by W illiam  Vaughan, a w eaver, and /vdam 

D ale , a  mason* The o th e r  two men named a s  w eavers i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  w ere 

A lan C h a lo n e r, th e  Myddlewood cooper ( b r i e f l y  a webs t e r  i n  1633) ,  and A illism
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iienmer o f th e  fam ily  o f Myddlewood lab o u re rs*

The ta s k  o f  id e n t i f y in g  w eavers i s  an  iin p o ss ib le  one once th e  r e g i s t e r s  

cease  to  l i s t  occupations*  The names th a t  do c rop  up s u g g e s t  t h a t  w eaving 

rem ained a poor o c cu p a tio n  d u rin g  th e  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n t

ury* Gough spe&KS, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  o f  a p o o r w eaver named C h id le y , who l iv e d
22

a t  Newton i n  a l i t t l e  house t h a t  had no chimney* The whole d ra p e ry  t r a d e  

had been  b ad ly  a f f e c te d  fo r  a few y e a rs  when Shrew sbury was a o w t r e  o f  

m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  b a r s ,  b u t  i t  soon re c o v e re d , so  t h a t  when 

R obert Hayward o f  B a ld e rto n  s e t  h i s  h e i r  a p p re n tic e  to  a w h ite  d ra p e r ,  though 

c o u ld  r e f e r  to  i t  a s  " th e  w ealthy  e s t  t r a d e  in  Towns" * But th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

o f  the  Myddle f a m il ie s  th a t  w ere i n  any way connec ted  w ith  th e  c lo th  t ra d e  

rem ained  in v o lv e d  o n ly  a t  the  humdrum and l e s s  rew ard in g  le v e l  o f  sp in n in g  

and weaving*

X X X X X X

( i i )  Ihe L abourers

The la b o u re rs  form  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  o f  a l l  th e  groups w i th in  th e  comm

u n ity  o f  Myddle to  id e n t i f y  and to  comment upon i n  d e ta i l*  They, more th an  

any o th e r s ,  a r e  reco rd ed  in  on ly  th e  b a r e s t  d e ta i l s *  dome p ro b ab ly  l iv e d  i n  

a oWmber i n  t h e i r  em p loyer's  house; o th e rs  w ith  a fam ily  o f  t h e i r  own o f te n  

l iv e d  i n  p ro p e r ty  t h a t  was s u b - l e t  to  them* In  b o th  ca se s  th ey  a r e  a b se n t

from th e  m anoria l r e n t a l s  and surveys* Nor do th e y  u s u a l ly  f e a tu r e  i n  th e

p a r is h  re c o rd s  (e x c e p t f o r  s p a rs e  e n t r i e s  in  th e  b a p t i s %  m arriage»  and b u r i a l  

22 . Gough, p*193*
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r e g i s t e r s ) ,  f o r  men o f  t h i s  c la s s  r a r e ly  became cm rchw erdens o r  o v e rs e e rs , 

though th ey  d id  sometimes h o ld  th e  o f f ic e  o f  p e r is h  c le rk *  And any e a r ly  

re c o rd s  th a t  m ight have shown them as  r e c ip ie n t s  o f  c h a r i ty  o r  poor r e l i e f  a r e  

l o s t  o r  d e s tro y e d ; only  th e  e ig h te e n th rc e n tu ry  o v e rs e e r s ' a cco u n ts  and a few 

la te - a e v e n te e n th  cen tuzy  a p p re n tic e s h ip  bonds remain* They a re  under

re p re s e n te d , to o , in  th e  D iocesan iv rcliives, f o r  when th e y  d ie d  th ey  r a r e ly  

b o th e re d  t o  le a v e  a w i l l ,  n o r  w ere t h e i r  f r ie n d s  and ne ighbours u s u a l ly  c a l l e d  

upon to  draw up an  in v en to ry  o f  t h e i r  p e rso n a l e s ta te *

F o r tu n a te ly ,  th e re  i s  Gough to  g iv e  fam ily  d e t a i l s  and c h a ra c te r  sk e tc h e s  

o f  some o f  th e  more unusual p e r a o n a l i t ie s  -  e c c e n tr ic s  l i k e  R ichard  C la rk e , o r  

men l i k e  E l l i s  Hanmer and h i s  a b le  fam ily  who ro se  o u t o f  th e  la b o u rin g  c la s s  -  

b u t  even Gough i s  l e s s  in fo rm a tiv e  th an  u su a l when he comes to  th e  p o o re r 

s e c t io n s  o f  th e  conim inity, and  m ost o f  th e  tem porary la b o u re rs  ( th o s e  who d id  

n o t s ta y  in  th e  p a rish  f o r  even one g e n e ra tio n ; escaped  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  a l t o 

ge ther*  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  a r e  u n u su a lly  d e ta i l e d  f o r  

th e  s ix te e n th  and e a r ly  se v en te en th  c en tu r ie s*  From t h e i r  conmencement i n  

1341» u n t i l  th e  R e s to ra tio n  o f  I 660, a m an's o ccu p a tio n  was no rm ally  a t ta c h e d  

to  h is  name, and  th o se  ta n ^ r ^ i r y  r e s id e n ts  whom one can  on ly  s u s p e c t  to  be 

la b o u re rs  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  o f  o th e r  p a r i s h e s ,  can  b e  d e f i n i t e l y  a s c r ib e d  to  

t h i s  c la ss*  The o ccu p a tio n  g iv e n  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  p ro v id es  th e  v i t a l  c lu e  

w ith  which to  s o r t  o u t o th e r  d e t a i l s  abou t th e  la b o u re rs  from  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  

v a r ie d  in fo rm a tio n  th a t  i s  a v a ila b le *
23

" S h ro p s h ire " , w r i te s  Dr* Jo a n  IM rs k ,  "was s t i l l  i n  a s e m i-c le a re d  s t a t e
■  m i . i . i  I ,  I ■ ! ■ ■ ■ ■  > ■ * ■ — ■■— I ■■ I I I . I  ■ ■  ■ ■ i w i II II I ............................. ......

23* J * T h ir s k , sd* ,  ̂ ^œ arian  H is to ry  o f  England and L a le s . IV* tS~oc-tt4o.
Ca rob r id g e ,  19&7, p*99*
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i n  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , a f fo rd in g  sp ec io u s  coniaons and w a ste  to  t h e i r

in h a b i t a n t s ,  and  a ls o  a t t r a c t i n g  many la n d le s s  mi^prants"* I n  a woodland

a re a  such  a s  t h i s ,  m a in ta in s  l iro fe sa o r A lan E v e r i t t ,  th e s e  m ig ran ts  l iv e d  in

S q u a t te r s ' s e t t le m e n ts  i n  ham lets r a th e r  than  i n  n u c le a te d  v i l la g e s #  T his i s

c e r t a in ly  t r u e  o f  th e  p a r is h  o f  Jyddle# There w ere, o f  c o u rs e , odd c o tta g e s

in  th e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f *  such a s  th e  t ie d  c o tta g e  a t  C a s t le  Farm, o r  th e  l i t t l e

ap artm en t b u i l t  on to  th e  end o f  B ray n e 's  house , b u t th e  m ajozdty  l iv e d  in  a

co lony  in  t h a t  p a r t  o f  Myddlewood which had r e c e n t ly  b een  f e l l e d  end c le a re d .

The o r ig in a l  c le a r in g s  a l l  seem to  have been  added to  th e  e x is t in g  farm s and

tenem ents ( th e  1617 r e n t a l  speaks o f  s ix  o ld  a c re s  o f  woodland " a l l o t t e d  to

humfry Onslowe f o r  h i s  la n d  in  . a r t o n " ; ,  and  th e re  a r e  no c o t ta g e r s  in  the

e a r l i e s t  r e n t a l ,  t h a t  o f  1563# The f i r s t  d i r e c t  re fe re n c e  to  a la b o u re r

coming to  l i v e  in  Myddlewood i s  i n  1981 when John E l l i s  o f  hanmer (a  l i t t l e

v i l l a g e  j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  b o rd e r  in  „a le s )  was p re se n te d  a t  th e  as n o r ia l  c o u r t

" f o r  e r e c t in g  o f  one bay o f  a house upon th e  lo rd s  w aste  g rounds i n  l,;yddle 
25

woode". Soon th e r e  w ere o th e r s ,  f o r  th e  1988 r e n t a l  h a s  a c l u s t e r  o f

names fo llo w in g  E l l i s  Hanmer a s  h e  was g e n e ra l ly  known i n  Myddle; John

« ^ tth e w s, r e n t  lOd#, John  Hughes, 12d*,  Andrew P ick s  to o k , I s .S d # , and th en

R obert C o t t r e l l  " f o r  a g a rd e n , 2 d ."  These a re  a l l  names th a t  a t  some tim e

o r  o th e r  had  th e  appendix  " lab o u re r"  i n  th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s .  L a te r  r a t a l s
26

speak  6f  o th e r  f a m il ie s ;  (16C2) "John wagge, a l l  th o se  two c o tta g e  and

fo u re  o ld  a c r e s  in  M iddle"; (1617) "A b el Jo n e s , f o r  a c o t ta g e ,  2 s ." ;  ( I 640)

24* A .M # E v eritt i n  T h irsk , op. c i t . . p.411*
29. Box 345» B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n , Shrew sbury.
26. I n  l a t e r  re c o rd s  John  nsgge i s  d e sc r ib e d  a s  c a rp e n te r .
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"A illia m  i a r k e r :  1 a n c ie n t  c o tta g e  w ith  one b a c k s id e  c o n ta in in g  4  (old] 

a c re s  o f  w oodland"; and ( I 640) "John Gough* 1 wood leesow e c o n ta in in g  2 o ld  

a c re s  o r  4  new a c re s"  i n  Brandwood, a d jo in in g  Myddlewood*

The r e fe re n c e  to  two o ld  a c re s  b e in g  th e  same a s  f o u r  new. ones makes i t  

d i f f i c u l t  to  se e  w hether th e  term s o f  th e  1989 * c t ,  w hich t r i e d  t o  i n s i s t  

t h a t  new c o tta g e s  sh o u ld  have a t  l e a s t  fo u r  a c re s  o f  la n d  a t ta c n e d  to  them , 

were e v e r  p u t i n to  g e n e ra l  e f f e c t .  There do seem to  have  b een  some s p o ra d ic  

a ttm o p ts  to  en fo rc e  t h i s .  In  1622, th e  manoz*ial c o u r t  o rd e re d  N icho las 

Onslowe to  e j e c t  Hunphrey C larke  from th e  c o t ta g e  h e  had  l e t  t o  him , o r  t o
27

p ro v id e  s u r e t i e s  to  th e  p a r is h  o f  Myddle, and in  I 692 Evan Jones was f in e d

one s h i l l i n g  a t  th e  Q u a rte r  S e ss io n s  f o r  e r e c t in g  a c o t ta g e  w ith o u t th e
28

s ta tu to r y  fo u r  a c re s  o f  la n d . Ih e re  a r e  re c o rd s  o f s i m i l a r  f in e s  be ing  

imposed by  th e  j u s t i c e s  d u rin g  th e  n e x t c e n tu ry , b u t  th e  o n ly  o th e r  tim e 

th e  m an o ria l c o u r t  seems to  have a tte m p te d  t o  e n fo rc e  th e  s t a t u t e  was when 

Th(XDSS Highway was f in e d  f o r  co n v e rtin g  C h a lo n ers ' o ld  s ia ith y  in to  a c o tta g e
29

i n  1684# There were r e g u la r  f in e s  imposed by th e  C ourt L e e t f o r  c o tta g e s

on th e  w a s te , b u t  th e se  w ere m erely encroachm ent f in e s  -  a roundabou t way o f

g e t t in g  r e n t .  There was s t i l l  p le n ty  o f  la n d  to  s p a r e ,  and  an y th in g  th a t

added to  th e  m anoria l revenue  would meet w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  s tew ard .

C e r ta in ly ,  John S p u rs to w e 's  sixpenny r e n t  f o r  th e  ùieer House ( I 617) su g g e s ts

t h a t  he  d id  n o t  have much lan d  to  go w ith  i t ,  though R obert C o t t r e l l  p ro b ab ly

su b - te n a n te d  o th e r  lan d  a s  w e ll  a s  h is  twopenny g a rd en , f o r  i n  l a t e r  l i f e  he

27* Box 19,  B rid g ew ater C o l le c t io n , Shrewsbury*
28. Q u a r te r  s e s s io n s  R ecords, Shrewsbury*
29* Box 14,  B ridgew ater C o l le c t io n , Shrewsbury*
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ap p ea rs  to  have r i s e n  i n  s t a tu s .  But R ichard  C la rk e 's  c o t ta g e  on G i t t i n s '
30

fre e h o ld  la n d  i n  Newton was only  b u i l t  on "a b u t t - e n d " . N e ith e r  th e  lo r d

n o r  the  f r e e h o ld e r s  made much a tte m p t, i f  any , to  e n fo rc e  th e  ^ict; a t  l e a s t ,  

n o t  u n t i l  th e  m iddle o f  th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu ry , by  which tim e a r i s i n g  popu

l a t i o n  meant t h a t  th e  p re s s u re  on th e  lan d  was c o re  a c u te  and more peop le  w ere 

hav ing  to  se e k  p a r is h  r e l i e f .

John S p u rs  to w e 's  c o tta g e  was n o t th e  only one a t  B anner. Cnee th e  wooded 

a re a s  w ere b eg in n in g  to  g e t  f i l l e d  up, th e  lo rd  a llo w ed  more and more c o t ta g e s  

t o  be b u i l t  upon t h i s  ro ck y , u np roductive  common. I n  l a t e r  tim es i t  p ro v id ed  

Suiell b u i ld in g  p lo ts  f o r  n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  quarrym en 's c o tta g e s  and f o r  

tw e n tie th -c e n tu ry  commuters' bungalow s, b u t  d u rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c en tu ry  

th e r e  w ere v e ry  few b u i ld in g s  h e re . Two o th e rs  w ere re c o rd e d  a t  harm er in  

1617; one b e lo n g ed  to  G r i f f i t h  ap Fvan, o f  a l i n e  o f  w elsh  la b o u re r s ,  and th e  

o tiie r  was s u b - l e t  by vichard  G i t t in s  to  R ichard  C la rk e  ( s h o r t l y  b e fo re  he moved 

on to  G it tin a *  f re e h o ld  l a n d ) . The lo rd  a l s o  a llow ed  a c o t ta g e  to  be e re c te d  

in  h o u lü to n  L ane, and two more a t  B ilm arsh . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g iv e  a p r e c is e  

number for lyddlewood, b u t  from  a c a r e fu l  combing o f  th e  pages o f  Gough th e re  

ap p ea r to  have been  abou t fo u r te e n  in  th e  y e a r  1701.
31

Dr. T h ir s k , w r i t in g  g e n e ra l ly  ab o u t woodland a r e a s ,  s t a t e s  th a t  m ano ria l 

c o n tro l  o f  th e  in f lu x  o f  la n d le s s  s q u a t te r s  in to  the  f o r e s t s  was weak, and t h a t  

s tro n g  f r e e h o ld e r s  met ttie housing  sh o rta g e  by b u i ld in g  c o tta g e s  on t h e i r  la n d  

to  l e t  f o r  r e n t ,  th u s  o f te n  in c re a s in g  the  nunber o f  poor p eo p le  i n  th e  p a r i s h .
■■in  I — w — i — — M i l » »  ■ !  ■ ■ ■ !  Hi m  ■ H i i . i - ■ I II

30 . Gough, p . 62.
31 . J .T h i r s k ,  pp. c i t . ,  p . 107*
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I n  j^lyddle th e  lo r d  o r  h i s  s tew ard  a llow ed  s e v e ra l  m ig ra n t la b o u re rs  to  s e t t l e  

upon h i s  w a s te s  o r  i n  h i s  woods. I t  i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  to  p in  down th e  

number o f  c o tta g e s  owned by th e  f re e h o ld e rs^  e s p e c ia l ly  a s  th e  h e a r th  ta x  

r e tu rn s  o f  1672, which m ight have g iv en  th e  p r e c is e  number o f  househo lds a t  

th a t  d a te ,  a r e  so  im p rec ise  a b o u t th e  number o f peop le  exenp t from th e  ta x .

The fre e h o ld e z ^  j u s t  p a id  a nom inal c h ie f - r e n t  to  th e  lo r d  and th e re  a r e  few 

re c o rd s  ( a p a r t  from Gough) o f  w hat p ro p e r ty  th ey  l e t  to  te n a n ts .  O c c a s io n a lly , 

th e  m an o ria l r e n t a l s  and su rv ey s  g iv e  a g lim pse  o f  th e  s u b - l e t t i n g  o f  m ano ria l 

len d s  t l 'is t  must have gone on. G ittin s*  s u b - l e t t i n g  to  C la rk e  has a lr e a d y

been q u o ted , and th e  same r e n t a l  o f  1617 a ls o  m entions, "Jam es w y to h e rley , 3
r  T ■ 32[o ld j a c re s  woodland where Thomas C hildlow  d w e lle s" . Coug^ w r i te s  th a t

L lo y d 's  c o t ta g e ,  n e a r th e  Parsonage House i n  ty d d le ,  was o r i g in a l l y  b u i l t  f o r

a younger b r o th e r  o f  th e  L loyds on t h e i r  f re e h o ld  la n d , b u t  was l a t e r  l e t  to
33

a w eaver and a mason. He a l s o  rem arks t h a t  D av ies ' c o t ta g e  in  Merton 

be longed  t o  th e  A tc h e rle y s , and b e fo re  them to  L loyd P ie r c e ,  E sq u ire . T here 

were p ro b ab ly  s e v e ra l  more c o tta g e s  on f re e h o ld  la n d s , f o r  th e se  la rg e  f r e e 

h o ld e rs  would need la b o u re rs  to  work on t h e i r  e s t a t e s ,  end i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t h a t  no l e s s  th a n  17 o u t o f  100 o r  so  la b o u re rs  rec o rd ed  i n  the  p a r is h  re g 

i s t e r s  o v e r a p e rio d  o f  120 y e a rs  came from th e  sm a ll tow nsh ip  o f  h o u ls to n  

w hich vws la r g e ly  f re e h o ld  la n d  owned by a b se n te e  owners. On th e  o th e r  hand , 

:isiny o f  th e  la b o u re rs  who worked on th e s e  la rg e  fairos p ro b ab ly  l iv e d  w ith

t h e i r  m aste rs  a s  f a m rs e r v a n ts  and n o t in  a c o tta g e  o f  t h e i r  own. Gough 
34

m o tio n , p w . IB tb« cbwch for t he  aarrw it. o f  U a t .  < t e » .  M d

32 . Gough, p . 192.
33* i^oug^i, p. 194*
34* Gough; se e  diagram  o p p o s ite  p .45*
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n o t a l l  o f  th e s e  would have been  fem ale dom estics*  T here  i s  a la c k  o f  

firm  ev id en ce  here* The c o t ta g e r s  l iv in g  on f re e h o ld  le n d  would c e r t a in ly  

sw ell th e  ran k s o f th o se  l iv in g  i n  kyddlewood and  on o th e r  m ano ria l la n d , 

b u t i t  i s  d o u b tfu l w hether th ey  w ould exceed o r  even m atch th e  m anoria l 

te n a n ts  i n  number, and when Gough w ro te  a b o u t p eo p le  who w ere la b o u re rs  he 

la rg e ly  c o n fin e d  h is  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  l o r d 's  te n a n ts  o f  th e  f^ddlewood a r e a ,  

where th e  most conspicuous group was gathered*

'ihe n e x t problem  concerns the  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  o f  th e s e  lab o u re rs*

F o r many o f  them , th e  wages th ey  earned  do ing  th e  many and v a r ie d  ta s k s  on 

th e  fan n , from  hedging and d i tc h in g ,  to  sow ing, w eeding, re a p in g  and h a rv e s t 

in g , were supplem ented by tiie  p r o f i t s  o f  a sm a llh o ld in g . These c o n s is te d  o f  

j u s t  a few a c re s  c le a re d  from th e  woods, n ev er b ig  enough to  grow c o m  f o r  

more than  t l i e i r  inm edia t e  u se , b u t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  keep  a few an im als to  c a re  

f o r  t h e i r  househo ld  w an ts. F o r th e se  men, as  f o r  a l l  c o t ta g e r s  in  th e  wood

lan d  a r e a s ,  t t i e i r  ooamcn r i g h t s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  t h e i r  r i ^ t s  o f  p a s tu re , would
35

be v i t a l .  But the  f e l l i n g  o f  th e  woods and th e  g re a t  in f lu x  o f  la b o u re rs  

had , o f  n e c e s s i ty ,  a lre a d y  c u r t a i l e d  some o f  tJiese r i g h t s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th a t  o f
36

pannage. Gough w r i t e s ,  "T here was fo rm erly  a good custom s in  t h i s  L ord

s h ip , t h a t  every  h o u s ^ e e p e r  sh o u ld  have f r e e  panage in  th e  L o r d 's  woods, 

paying  4d . a p ie c e  f o r  t h e i r  aw ine, f o r  th e  m arkeing o f  them, and ten d in g  

th e  woods. T his was a g r e a t  b e n e f i t  to  have th e i r e  sw ine fe d , f i t  f o r  th e  

k n i f e ,  a t  4d . a p ie c e . B ut now th i s  p r iv i le d g  i s  l o s t  s in c e  th e  woods w ere

35* A .M .E v e ritt  i n  T h irsk , op. c i t . .  p .403* 
36. Gough, p . 34.
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f a i l e d " .  The m anorial c o u r ts  w ere a lre a d y  im posing r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 

th i s  r i g h t  d u r in g  th e  re ig n  o f  James I .  however, th e r e  w ere s t i l l  e x te n s iv e  

commons upon w hich to  p a s tu re  c a t t l e  and  sheep . There w ere s t i l l  236g a c re s  

o f comnons u n t i l  th e  E n clo su re  Award o f  1813, and over 132 a c re s  o f  th e s e  

la y  c lo s e  to  th e  lab o u rin g  community i n  hyddlewood. Only th r e e  lab o u re rs*  

In v e n to r ie s  s u rv iv e , bu t th e y  show th e  im portance o f  t h e i r  l iv e s to c k .  T his
37

was t ru e  f o r  th e  lab o u rin g  c la s s e s  in  a l l  re g io n s  o f  England and Vtalea.

O thers o f  la b o u r in g  ran k  had a by-eo^loym ent, l i k e  w eaving, to  m a in ta in  them 

a s  w e l l .  Not a l l  th e  c ra ftsm en  l iv e d  a t  t h i s  low economic l e v e l ,  b u t  many 

o f  them c o u ld  h a rd ly  be  d is t in g u is h e d  from th e  la b o u re rs  e x ce p t t h a t  they  

worked f o r  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f t h e i r  t in »  a t  a d i s t i n c t i v e  c r a f t .
38

C o n tra ry  to  th e  custom  o f  some o th e r  re g io n s  i n  E ngland , th e  Myddle 

vsbourer worked i n  a money economy. This was t r u e  o f  a l l  o la s s e s  and was 

r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  nunber o f  b e q u e s ts  o f  money, r a t h e r  th an  o f  an im als o r  item s 

o f  d re s s  and f u r n i tu r e ,  in  th e  w i l l s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d . The w oik ings o f  a 

money economy a r e  a ls o  seen  i n  the  p o r t io n s  b ro u g h t by  th e  w ife  upon h e r  

m arriag e , in  th e  way money was r e a d i ly  found to  pay th e  g r e a t  in c re a s e s  in  

e n try  f in e s  betw een 1637 end I 642, and i n  th e  examples o f  com nutation  o f  

s e rv ic e s  and  h e r i o t s  to  th e  lo r d  fo r  a f ix e d  money paym ent. I n  an  economy 

t h a t  was g e a re d  to  r a i s in g  l iv e s to c k  f o r  th e  nearby  m ark e ts , t h i s  i s  n o t 

to  be  wondered a t .

The la b o u re r s  no doubt re c e iv e d  some o f t h e i r  wages i n  th e  form o f  

p ro v is io n s ,  b u t  most o f  t h e i r  weekly work was p a id  f o r  i n  read y  money. Bie
I I .  ■ .1111 ■ ■      ................... u ■     ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■

37* i\.M » E v eritt in  T h irsk . op. c i t . .  p .413#
38. S ee , f o r  in s ta n c e , Wi.G. H oskins, The M idland r e a s a n t .  p . 178.
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w i l l  o f  Edward ap R ich a rd , o f  th e  p a ria h  o f  6(yddle, day la b o u re r ,  proved 

on the  11th# Novenjber, I 668,  shows t h a t  th ey  were u sed  to  h an d lin g  money and 

th o u g h t n a tu r a l l y  in  th o se  terms* Ap R ichard  made e ig h te e n  b e q u e s ts ;  every  

^  one i|(i a sm a ll sum o f  money* No p e rso n a l goods, no item s o f  f u r n i tu r e ,

a r t i c l e s  o f  d r e s s ,  an im als o r  to o ls ,  were mentioned# he s t a r t s  o f f ,  "X have 

in  th e  hands o f  w illiam  Forms to n  o f  Marton" l 6 ,  o f  which L2 was t o  be  s e t  

a s id e  f o r  h i s  fu n e ra l  expences* he had a n o th e r  L3#l6s#Od# i n  the hands o f  

S tephen  Forms to n  o f  M!arton, and f u r th e r  sums am ounting to  A 4s.l8s#4d# in  h i s  

own p o ssessio n #  So he had  a l to g e th e r  L I4 * 14s*4d# to  s h a re  o u t amongst h is  

f r i e n d s ,  f o r  he  ap p ea rs  to  have had no r e la t io n s  o f  h i s  own# H is f r ie n d s  

w ere n e a r ly  a l l  o f  th e  la b o u r in g  c lass#

T his t o t a l  o f  L14*l4s*4d# i s  p robab ly  a f a i r  gu ide  to  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  

l iv in g  o f  a s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  la b o u re r  in  t h i s  a re a .  % e  in fo rm a tio n  i s  

sc a n ty  and a much w id e r a re a  would have to  be tak en  to  g e t  any r e l i a b l e  

f ig u r e s ,  b u t i t  i s  p robab ly  n o t f a r  o f f  th e  mark to  su g g e s t t h a t  a husbandman 

would have p e rs o n a l e s t a t e  w o rth  ab o u t tw o -a n d -a -h a lf  tim es t h i s  amount, w h ile  

th e  yeoman w ould le a v e  som ething  l i k e  th r e e  o r  f a i r  tim es t h i s  v a lu e . Only 

th r e e  lab o u re rs*  in v e n to r ie s  a r e  a v a i la b le  f o r  Myddle to  a llo w  some com parison, 

ühen Morgan C lark e  o f  Newton d ie d  in  Jan u ary  I 626, he l e f t  p e rso n a l e s t a t e  

w orth L i4 . i 2s .G d . A nother o f  t h i s  c la n , F ra n c is  C lark e  o f  Newton (1 6 9 2 ;, 

however, was w e ll  above t h i s  f ig u r e  w ith  L 2 3 .1 3 s .8 d .,  b u t  h i s  ne ighbours 

were u nsu re  w he ther t o  c a l l  him la b o u re r  o r  husbandman. The o th e r  l a b o u r e r 's  

in v e n to ry  i s  t h a t  o f  ihomas Noneley o f  Brandwood, who d ie d  in  I 71I* I t  re a d s  

a s  fo llow s : "2 Cows Æ4, 1 Mare L l.lO s .O d .,  1 y e a r  o ld  C a u lf  lO a .,  1 bwine 1 0 s . ,
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2 beds L l.lO s .O d # , b ra s s  end pew ter 8 * . ,  2 i ro n  p o ts  ifS ., wood v e ss  e l l s  3 e . ,

1 box and c o f f e r  l s # 6 d . ,  a x , hook, and s h o v e ll  2 s . ,  i r o n  ware I s . ,  p a i r

o f  be llow s 6 d . ,  w aring a p p a re i l  , th in g s  unseen and f o r g o t t  2 s .I  t o t a l :  

L 9 .7 e .O d ."  As he  l e f t  a l l  h i s  p e rs o n a l  e s t a t e  to  h is  w ife ,  t h i s  i s  l i k e l y  

to  be the  sum t o t a l  o f  th e  f a m ily 's  p o s s e s s io n s , and an  e lo q u e n t comment 

upon th e  p o v e rty  o f  some o f  th e  la b o u r in g  c la s s .  H is so n , Ihomaa, was to

i n h e r i t  th e  le a s e  a f t e r  the  d ea th  o f  h i s  w ife , end  h i s  two d au g h te rs  were

each g iv en  f iv e  s h i l l i n g s .  Taking away th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  f iv e  a n im a ls , th e

r e s t  o f  h is  goods were w orth o n ly  L2. 17b. Gd.

O ther s c ra p s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  s u g g e s t t h a t  Thomas Noneley was i n  no way
39

e x c e p tio n a l . As has a lre a d y  been  n o ted  some la b o u re rs  l iv e d  in  poor l i t t l e  

h u ts  o r  even i n  a cave . And y e t  t h i s  i s  n o t th e  whole s to r y  by any  means.

i abourers*  houses ten d ed  to  be b e t t e r  in  th e  woodlands th a n  i n  th e  f ie ld e n
40

c o u n tie s ,  and i f  Hanmer's c o t ta g e ,  which a t i l l  s ta n d s  so  p ic tu re s q u e ly  a t  

th e  a id e  o f  th e  la n e  to  F anim era a s  i t  winds i t  way th rough  Myddlewood, i s  

a n y th in g  to  go by , then  some la b o u re rs  l iv e d  in  w e l l- c o n s tru c te d  t in b e r  

b u i ld in g s ,  su rro u n d ed  by  an o rch a rd  and g a rden , and hav ing  th e  b le s s in g  o f  

sp a c e . There was p le n ty  o f  wood in  Myddle p a r is h  w ith  which to  b u i ld  such 

a house , and nowhere i n  r u r a l  S h ro p sh ire  was i t  n e c e ssa ry  t o  have those  

cram ped, co n g ested  dw ellings o f  th e  n u c le a te d  e a s t  M idlands v i l l a g e s .  The 

v i l l a g e  o f  ly d d le  i t s e l f  was long  and s t r a g g ly ,  and I4yddlewood, where th e  

s q u a t te r s  e re c te d  t h e i r  c o t ta g e s ,  p ro v id ed  an  a t t r a c t i v e  s e t t i n g ,  th e  raw 

ro a te r ia la  f o r  b u i ld in g ,  th e  means o f  a l iv e l ih o o d ,  and room t o  b re a th e .

39# See C hap ter 2 , s e c t io n  VI.
4G. A.M.Fveritt i n  T h irsk , on. c i t . . p .442.
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B u ild in g  end fu rn is h in g  h is  c o tta g e  might a t r e i n  a l a b o u r e r 's  re s o u rc e s , 

e s p e c ia l ly  i f  he had à la rg e  fam ily  to  k eep , b u t s e v e r a l  o f  them w ere a b le  

to  have a d ecen t house. Q u ite  p ro b a b ly , th e re  was c o n s id e ra b le  d i f f e r e n t i 

a t io n  w ith in  th e  ranks o f  th e  la b o u re rs  th em se lv es , w ith  th e  Hanmers a t  one 

extrem e and th e  Fardos a t  t)ie o th e r .  Many la b o u re r s  improved t h e i r  l o t ,  

and th ey  had a s  many u p s-a  nd- downs as  any o th e r  s e c t io n  o f  th e  community.

The n e x t problem  i s  t h a t  o f  numbers. The g e n e ra l p a t t e r n  f o r  th e

coun try  seems to  be t i i a t  i n  Tudor and  e a r ly  S tu a r t  England th e  la b o u re rs

formed betw een a q u a r te r  and a t h i r d  o f  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n , w itii th e
41

h ig h e s t  p ro p o r tio n  o f  la b o u re rs  b e in g  found in  th e  f i e ld e n  a re a s .  By th e  

tim e  o f  th e  C iv i l  n a rs  t h i s  p ro p o r tio n  had r i s e n  t o  n e a r ly  a h a l f .  The 

f ig u re s  f o r  Myddle do n o t seem to  be q u i te  as h ig h  a s  t h i s ,  and i n  th e  e a r ly  

s ta g e s  th e y  w ere much lo w er. I f  th e  tes tim o n y  o f  th e  b a p tism , b u r i a l  and 

m arriage  r e g i s t e r s  a r e  to  be  b e lie v e d  -  and they  a r e  by  f a r  th e  most r e l i a b l e  

gu ide  one has -  then  betw een 1541 and  1570 on ly  7 .1  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  

were la b o u re r s .  T h is t i e s  in  w e ll  w ith  th e  ev idence  o f  th e  m anorial r e n t a l s ,  

f o r  no c o t ta g e r s  b e n e f i te d  from the i n i t i a l  g ra n ts  o f  la n d  c le a re d  from 

kyddlewood, and th e re  i s  no d e f i n i t e  ev idence  o f  s q u a t te r  s e t t le m e n t  th e re  

u n t i l  I 5Ô I. cihen th e  la b o u re rs  o r  c o t ta g e r s  a p p ea r i t  i s  i n  a second  s ta g e  

o f c o lo n is a t io n ,  a t  l e a s t  a g e n e ra tio n  a f t e r  th e  i n i t i a l  c le a r in g  o f  th e  

woods and th e  d ra in in g  o f  th e  m eres. They ap p ea r a t  a tim e when th e re  was 

a demand f o r  la b o u r , a s  farm s expanded in to  th e  woods and m arshes, and when 

a r i c h e r  c la s s  o f  g e n try  had come in to  th e  p a r i s h ,  ta k in g  advan tage  o f  th e  

la n d  m arket and en g ro ssin g  farm s. T his demand was met w ith  a ready su p p ly .

4 1 .  A .M .F v e ritt  in  T h irsk , op. c i t . ,  p .398.
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f o r  a t  th e  same tim e th e re  was a n a t io n a l  r i s e  in  th e  p o p u la tio n . In c re a s 

in g  numbers o f  la n d le s s  men were lo o k in g  f o r  work, and th ey  moved in to  th e  

expanding woodland re g io n s  in  se a rc h  o f  i t .

By th e  tim e o f  th e  n e x t th i r t y - y e a r  p e r io d , ( th e  c lo s in g  decades o f  the  

s ix te e n th  c en tu ry ; th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  la b o u re rs  in  th e  community o f  Myddle had 

r i s e n  d ra m a tic a l ly  to  over a f i f t h  and  g e t t in g  on fo r  a q u a r te r ,  to  2 3 .4  

p e rc en t to  be p r e c is e .  The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  show how E l l i s  hanmer was th e r e  

r i g h t  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  t h i s  im m igration  when he e re c te d  h i s  c o tta g e  in  

1981, f o r  i t  was in  th e  158u*s and th e  199G*s th a t  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s e  

o c cu rred , b e fo re  i t  s te a d ie d  down to  a t r i c k l e  a g a in  by  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  c e n t

u ry . D uring th e  n ex t t h i r t y  y e a rs  th e re  was some s t a b i l i t y ,  o r  evtti a 

s l i g h t  d e c re a se , a t  21 .7  p e rc e n t , b u t  then  came a second  wave o f  im m igrants.

gap in  th e  b ap tism  r e g i s t e r s  f o r  th e  e a r ly  l 640*s o b s c u r e  th e  ev id e n ce , 

b u t i t  looks as i f  th e se  new im m igrants came in to  i/ydd le  du rin g  th e  Common

w ea lth  p e rio d  u n t i l  th e  la b o u re rs  formed 31*2 p e rc e n t ,  o r  g e t t in g  n e a r  to  a 

t h i r d  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n . T his i s  s t i l l  somewhat low er than i n  o th e r  wood

la n d  a re a s ,  b u t  i t  i s  b eg in n in g  to  resem ble  th e  n a t io n a l  p ic tu r e .

The la b o u rin g  s e c t io n  cou ld  w e ll be u n d e r- re p re s e n te d  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s ,  

a s  some o f th e  tan p o ra ry  la b o u re rs  s ta y e d  o n ly  f o r  a v e ry  s h o r t  w h ile . Many 

names only  ap p ea r in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  once; o f te n  a t  m a rria g e , o c c a s io n a l ly  a t  

d e a th , b u t most r e g u la r ly  a t  th e  b ap tism  o f  a c h i l d .  There must have been 

s e v e ra l  o th e rs  who had no cause  to  be reco rd ed  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s  d u rin g  t h e i r  

b r i e f  s ta y  i n  th e  p a r is h . L a b o u re rs , more than  any o th e r  c la s s ,  would be 

th e  nK)st l i k e l y  to  be  s h o r t- te rm  r e s id e n t s ,  and th e  p e rc en ta g es  t h a t  have 

been quo ted  ought to  be r a th e r  h ig h e r .  But even a f t e r  a l l  a d ju s tm en ts  have
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been  made, th e y  s t i l l  would n o t acc o u n t f o r  more th a n  40 p e rc e n t  o r  so  o f 

th e  community. "

Lom e#tic s e rv a n ts ,  th e  fem ale e q u iv a le n t o f  th e  farm  la b o u re r s ,  w ere 

a l s o  f in d in g  work in  th e  p a r is h .  b e v e ra l  o f  them found a husband a s  w e ll .

The p a t t e r n  o f  im m igration  i s  th e  same as in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  men; th e re  were 

o n ly  fo u r  dom estics reco rd ed  in  th e  f i r s t  p e r io d , b u t  e lev en  in  th e  second . 

A f te r  1600 th ey  w ere n o t a d e q u a te ly  d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  and no s a f e  

c o n c lu s io n s  can b e  drawn. One o r  two fa m ilie s  had more th a n  one s e rv a n t 

r e g i s te r e d  a t  one tim e o r  a n o th e r , f o r  th e  sim p le  re a so n  th a t  fo u r te e n  o f  th e  

f i r s t  f i f t e e n  e n t r i e s  were i n  th e  m arriage  r e g i s t e r s .  Morgan ap  F ro b a r t  

and h i s  widow anne a t  C a s tle  Farm e a s i ly  h e ld  th e  re c o rd  by h av in g  seven 

women dom estics and th re e  male s e rv a n ts  m arried  from t h e i r  house betw een 

1576 and 1594.  On th e  l a s t  o c c a s io n  bo th  p a r tn e r s  were s e rv a n ts  th e r e .

From an  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s ,  i t  would seem t h a t  th e  popu

l a t i o n  was n o t even m a in ta in in g  i t s e l f ,  y e t  a l l  th e  s ig n s  a re  o f  an  expand i%  

corm unlty  com peting f o r  la n d . Xhis can only  p o in t  t o  one th in g : t h a t  th e  

p o p u la tio n  o f  Myddle was m a in ta in ed  (end p o s s ib ly  in c re a se d ) b y  im m ig ra tion , 

an d  th a t  th e s e  im m igrants w ere m o stly  la b o u re rs  who came in to  th e  p a r is h  

lo o k in g  f o r  work and who found i t  d u rin g  p e rio d s  when th e  n a t iv e  p o p u la tio n  

was n o t a b le  to  p ro v id e  i t  from i t s  own numbers. The f i r s t  wave came in  th e  

1580' s  end 1590' s ,  when n o t on ly  was d&nand h ig h e r  than  i t  had  been  f o r  

rea so n s  a lre a d y  m entioned, b u t  when th e  d ea th  r a t e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  high* A 

h a rv e s t  c r i s i s  from  1585 to  I 588 had k i l l e d  o f f  n e a r ly  tw ice  a s  many peop le  

a s  norm al, and no doubt had d e p re sse d  sane lo c a l  men i n to  th e  la b o u r in g  c l a s s ,  

a s  w e ll  a s  p ro v id in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  im m igrants once th e  c r i s i s  was o v e r.
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The second wave came d u rin g  th e  Commonwealth p e r io d , a f t e r  a n o th e r  long  s p e l l  

o f  bad h a rv e s ts  and h ig h e r  m o r ta l i ty  r a t e s  th a n  u s u a l .  F o llow ing  th e  f i r s t  

wave (and  p o s s ib ly  a f t e r  th e  second a s  w e l l ,  though th e r e  ia  no ev idence  once 

th e  r e g i s t e r s  c ea se  naming o ccu p a tio n s) came a f r e s h  p e r io d  o f  s t a b i l i t y ,  w ith  

a r i s in g  b i r t h  r a t e  and l e s s  need fo r  f r e s h  im m igran ts to  m a in ta in  th e  nunherst 

Demeuraph io  f a c to r s  and th e  s t a t e  o f  tlie  econooy r e g u la te d  th e  c o n d itio n s  

under which movement took place* b u t t h i s  s t i H  l e f t  p le n ty  o f  scope f o r  

human i n i t i a t i v e ,  good lu ck  o r  bad fo r tu n e , happy a c c id e n ts  and  p e rso n a l 

t r a g e d ie s .  There were many peop le  o f  a l l  c la s s e s  who came to  l i v e  i n  ijyddle 

d u rin g  th ese  120 y e a rs .  bone s e t t l e d  and p ro sp e re d , some s ta y e d  b u t  never 

improved t h e i r  l o t ,  w h ile  o th e rs  gave up a f t e r  a y e a r  o r  two and moved on 

e lsew here , n ev e r to  be h eard  o f  age in .

These la b o u re r s  now need to  be looked  a t  i n  some d e t a i l  so  t h a t  one can  

f in d  o u t who th ey  w ere, where th ey  came from, how long  th ey  s ta y e d ,  and what 

happened to  them and t h e i r  fa m ilie s  d u ring  t h e i r  s ta y  i n  Piyddle. In  o rd e r  

to  make t h i s  a m anageable ta s k ,  th e se  hundred o r  so  men must be  c l a s s i f i e d  

i n to  v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s .

The f i r s t  p e rio d  (1541*’157C) c o n ta in s  on ly  n in e  names, and b ecau se  th e re  

a r e  no e a r l i e r  r e g i s t e r s  most o f  them e re  d i f f i c u l t  to  c l a s s i f y .  In  th e  

f i r s t  c a te g o ry  can  be p la c e d  a l l  th o se  who d id  n o t rem ain  la b o u re rs  a l l  t h e i r  

l i f e  b u t  who w ere l a t e r  d e sc r ib e d  a s  farm er o r  husbandman, o r  o c c a s io n a l ly  by 

a c r a f t  name. Xhese d e s c r ip t io n s  may n o t alw ays in d ic a te  changes o f s t a tu s  

b u t may m erely  be tk@ whims o f  th e  r e c t o r  o r  p a r ia h  c le r k ,  o r  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  

g iven  by  a new r e c to r  o r  c le r k .  Even so , i f  p eo p le  w ere u n c e r ta in  w hether 

to  d e sc r ib e  a  man a s  husbandman o r  la b o u re r ,  t h i s  in d ic a te s  men who w ere
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b e t t e r - o f f  th en  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  la b o u re r s ,  and who th e r e f o r e  sh o u ld  be  

p ieced  i n  a s e p e re te  category* Only R ich a rd  urovn can  be  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  

t h i s  group d u rin g  th i s  e a r ly  p e r io d . he  was d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  i n  1344, 

fan n e r i n  1349 and 1352, b u t la b o u re r  a g a in  i n  I 363.  There a re  no f u r th e r  

rec o rd s  o f  th e  browns; th e y  may have moved, b u t  the  most l i k e l y  e x p la n a tio n  

i s  th a t  th e  m ale l in e  d ied  o u t.

The second  c a te g o ry , and one t h a t  c o u ld  w e ll  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  

f i r s t ,  i s  t h a t  o f  younger sons o f  farm ers who were fo rc e d  to  ea rn  t h e i r  

l iv in g  by la b o u r in g . They, to o , sometimes ro se  o u t o f  t h i s  c la s s  i f  d ea th  

removed e ld e r  b ro th e r s  and made them th e  h e i r  to  th e  fa m ily  farm# S e v e ra l 

f a m i l ia r  names frcm  farm ing s to c k  a p p ea r o n ly  b r i e f l y  a s  la b o u re r s ,  b u t th e  

younger sons o f  some fa m ilie s  a r e  found i n  th e s e  ranks from  one g e n e ra t io n  

to  a n o th e r . Only two names a p p e a r in  t h i s  f i r s t  p e r io d  (1341-1570) ,  b u t 

t h i s  amounts to  a q u a r te r  i n  so  sm all a sam ple. John Hughes o f Myddlewood 

was p o s s ib ly  th e  younger son o f  a H eston yeoman in  th e  o h a p e lry  o f  U adnall; 

he i s  named in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  upon h is  m arriag e  to  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  a Newton 

farm er. Ih e  John „ r i g h t  who b a p tis e d  h is  d a u g h te r i n  1544 was p ro b ab ly  a
42

youhger son  o f th e  yeomen r i g h t s  o f . a r t o n ,  b u t  l a t e r  Vi r i g h t s  o f Myddle 

appear a s  fa rm e r- la b  our e r a ,  and so  a perm anent fam ily  o f  lab o u rin g  ran k  cou ld  

have s t a r t e d  in  t h i s  way.

A t h i r d  c a te g o ry  i s  th o se  who w ere perm anently  d e s ig n a te d  a s  labou re r*

By t h i s  i s  meant one who rem ained in  th e  p a r is h  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  m ajor p a r t  

o f  h is  l i f e  and  who was alw ays d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r . Sometimes a fam ily

42. A John  r i g h t  o f  l a r t o n  was named in  th e  m ano ria l r o l l s  o f  1542.
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rem ained in  t h i s  c la s s  f o r  g e n e ra t io n  a f t e r  g e n e ra t io n ,  b u t in d iv id u a l  

fo r tu n e s  f lu c tu a te d  a s  g r e a t ly  th e n  a s  th ey  do to d ay , w hatever c la s s  a man 

m ight be  in .  T here were men who s u c c e s s f u l ly  c lim bed  o u t o f  t h i s  c la s s ;  

o th e r s  w ere perm anen tly  i n  danger o f  poverty* John G restodce , a l i a s  Newton, 

who d ie d  in  1347, ap p ea rs  to  have been  one o f  th e s e ,  b u t  l a t e r  on Edward 

G re s to ck e , a l i a s  Newton, i s  l i s t e d  a s  a fa rm er. The re fe re n c e s  c e a se  a f t e r  

1377* John  ap Evan o f  Mar to n , who b a p tis e d  h i s  so n , w illiam , in  I 360 can 

a ls o  be  p la c e d  in  t h i s  group. The co n n ec tio n  i s  n o t c e r t a in ,  b u t th e r e  was 

a n o th e r  John  ap Even o f  «carton who b a p tis e d  a c h i ld  i n  1394, and G r i f f i t h  ap  

Fvan, one o f  iinne ap  iT o b a r t 's  s e r v a n ts ,  m arried  in  I 3Ô8 and s ta y e d  in  th e
43

p a r is h  u n t i l  h is  d ea th  i n  I 636. These ap T vans es seem to  belong  to  th e  

same l i n e  o f  *, e ls h  la b o u re rs .

A fo u r th  and f i n a l  c a te g o ry  c o n ta in s  th o se  who never ro se  abou t th e  rank  

o f  la b o u re r  b u t who ap p ea r on ly  f l e e t i n g l y  i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s .  These w ere th e  

m obile la b o u re rs  who n ev er p u t down any deep ro o ts  in  th e  Myddle s o i l .  N othing

i s  known ab o u t t h e i r  fo r tu n e s  i n  l a t e r  l i f e  and very  l i t t l e  abou t t h e i r  p re v i-
been

ous c a r e e r .  Some o f  th a n  d ie d  i n  L yddle b u t had n o l /p re v io u s ly  re c o rd e d .

There seem t o  b e  fo u r  o f  th e  1341*1570 group i n  th is  c a te g o ry , b u t th e  absence

o f  p rev io u s  re c o rd s  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  be c e r t a i n .  R ichard  by cock e s , f o r

in s ta n c e ,  was d e s c r ib e d  a s  "o f  Myddle" when he m arried  a lo c a l  g i r l  i n  1542,

and one can n o t t e l l  w hether he had  s p e n t h is  ch ild h o o d  and youth  i n  Myddle, o r

w hether he was a r e c e n t  immigrt n t .  He does no t a p p ea r a g a in . T his s o r t  o f

d i f f i c u l t y  r e s o lv e s  i t s e l f  in  l a t e r  t im e s . Two o th e rs  in  t h i s  c a te g o ry  tu r n

43. Box 103,  B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n , Shrewsbury * a l e t t e r  d a ted  13 November 
1605 m entions t h a t  G r i f f i th  ap Even l iv e d  i n  "a v e ry  l i t t l e  Tenement 
w hich i s  b u i l t  upon th e  w arren".
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up o n ly  once; Thomas Wahton o f   ̂ a r to n  upon th e  b a p tism  o f  a c h i ld  i n  1370, 

and humphrey S a i l e r ,  th e  s e rv a n t  o f  Thomas Downton o f  V iebscott, when he 

d ie d  i n  I 369# The l a s t  one, John R oberts  o f  k ^ rb o n , d ie d  i n  1343* One 

h e s i t a t e s  t o  c a l l  him "tem porary  la b o u re r" ,  f o r  th e r e  was a Humphrey R oberts 

o f  L a r to n , fa rm e r, w ith  h i s  w ife  and d au g h te r i n  1342, and an  A lic e  R oberts 

o f  i la r to n , widow, who d ie d  i n  I 6I 9* re rh a p a  he c o u ld  be  b e t t e r  c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  a younger so n , b u t  th e  p ro o f  i s  la c k in g .

So f a r ,  th e  system  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  has n o t  been s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  b u t one 

can speak w ith  more co n fid en ce  o f th e  1371*16CC g ro u p , a s  tXiere a r e  now 

t h i r t y  names, o r  n e a r ly  a q u a r te r  o f  th o se  r e œ r d e d  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s .  Four 

o f  th e s e  men w ere a t  one tim e on th e  husbandman l e v e l ,  though th re e  o f  th e s e  

were t o  end t h e i r  days a s  la b o u re r s .  Roger h u n t was on ly  a la b o u re r  when 

h is  so n  was b a p tis e d  in  1382, b u t he  d ie d  a s  husbandman i n  1607 in  th e  te n e 

ment th a t  he le a s e d  from th e  lo r d .  He had p ro b ab ly  n o t y e t  in ^ ie r i te d  th e  

p ro p e r ty  i n  1382. On th e  o th e r  hand , G ab rie l iien n e t was a farm er when he 

b a p tis e d  h is  d a u g h te r i n  1377, b u t a H oulston  la b o u re r  when h i s  son  was bap

t i s e d  te n  y e a rs  la te r *  I t  d id  n o t tak e  much -  i l l - l u c k ,  s la c k n e s s ,  o r  

h a rv e s t  f a i l u r e  -  f o r  a man to  f a l l  i n  s t a tu s .  Thomas .« righ t suX fered  a 

s im i l a r  r e v e r s a l  o f  fo r tu n e , and R obert C o t t r e l l  began a s  a farm er i n  1371, 

b u t  was d e sc r ib e d  a s  a la b o u re r  on h i s  death  i n  1398*

F iv e  men a p p e a r to  have been  younger sons o f  fa rm ers  o r  c ra f tsm en . Roger 

B iok ley  d ied  a s  th e  s e rv a n t  o f  R o b ert Ju x  i n  1373, and i n  the  same y e a r ,  

Humphrey û ic k le y  o f  B u rlto n  came i n to  the  p a r is h  to  m arry W in ifred  Hussey, 

th e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  d a u g h te r  o f  a Newton yeoman. % ey  s e t t l e d  i n  Brandwood and 

had sev en  c h ild re n  th e r e  between 1373 and 1391* Humphrey B iok ley  rem ained
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e la b o u re r  a l l  h i s  l i f e  and d ied  a s  such  in  1598. He cou ld  w e ll  be p la c e d  

in  th e  t h i r d  c a te g o ry , th a t  o f  perm anent la b o u re r s ,  b u t  a s  th e  B ick ley s 

were a lre a d y  f a r m e r - ta i lo r s  a t  Brandwood, i t  i s  q u i te  l i k e l y  t h a t  Husqphrey 

was a younger son  who had te m p o ra r i ly  moved a s h o r t  d is ta n c e  away from th e  

p a r i s h ,  on ly  to  r e tu r n  upon h i s  m arriag e  to  s e t t l e  i n  a c o tta g e  upon th e  

fam ily  la n d s . s i m i l a r ly ,  Morgan Hussey was th e  son  o f  a Myddle t a i l o r  and 

r e l a t e d  to  th e  yeomen Husseys o f  i ia ld e r to n  end hew to n . He a p p ea rs  to  have 

l e f t  th e  p a r is h  sometime a f t e r  th e  b ap tism  o f  h is  son  i n  I 586.  (The f ig u re s

w i l l  have to  be  looked  a t  from a d i f f e r e n t  ah g le  l a t e r  t o  see  who w ere perm a-
who

n e n t a n ^ w e re  o n ly  tempore%y r e s i d e n t s ) .  The o th e r  two menhers o f  th i s  

group were R eg in a ld  ..agge and John  C h a lo n er, two younger sons o f  lo c a l  

cr& ftsm en.

Ihe in f lu x  o f  im m igrants d u rin g  th e  1580' s  end 1590' s  le d  t o  s e v e ra l  

la b o u re rs  e s ta b l i s h in g  a perm anent fo o th o ld  in  Myddle p e r is h . H a lf  o f  th e  

t h i r t y  names betw een 1571 and I 60C f e l l  w ith in  t h i s  c a te g o ry . The th r e e

C le rk 66, two Chidlows and a Hanmer w i l l  be  d e a l t  w ith  l a t e r .  Of th e  o th e r s ,  

Edward H a ll o f  H oulston  m arried  i n  I 584 and d ied  in  Myddlewood in  I 626,

F ra n c is  Shaw o f  Myddle m arried  i n  1584, b a p tis e d  f iv e  c h i ld re n ,  and  d ie d  i n  

1618, and John  Hughes was by now e s ta b l is h e d  in  h is  c o tta g e  i n  Myddlewood.

The o th e r  f i v e ,  David Jo n e s , Roger P o w ell, John  and G r i f f i t h  ep Even and 

David ap  R ichards a l l  have „ e ls h  names. The Yielshmen were becoming a signifi*^  

cen t elem ent in  th e  p o p u la tio n , and o f  co u rse  th e re  w ere a ls o  th e  p ro sp e ro u s 

w elsh  Hanmers o f  M arten end th e  ap  P ro b a r ts  a t  C a s t le  Farm who had a lan d ed  

i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  p a r is h .

There w ere a ls o  s i x  tem porary  r e s id e n ts  i n  th e  1 5 ? l“ l6oO p e r io d . Two
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a p p e a r  In  th e  m arriag e  z ^ g is te r a  aa  th e  husbands o f  dom estic  s e r v a n ts ,

and  b o th  coup les l e f t  th e  p a r is h  b e fo re  any c h i ld re n  w ere bom* John Hodden,

a l i a s  N ich o las , was th e  se rv a n t o f  n i l l i a m  N icholas o f  B a ld e r to n  H a ll ,

Thomas Goubome came to  i^ ld e r tm  from j u s t  o u ts id e  th e  p a r i s h ,  and two o th e rs  

d ie d  ( a t  h o u ls to n  and Myddlewood) in  th e  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  century*

By th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  f i r s t  g re a t  wave o f  

im m igra tion  was over and the  rec o rd ed  numb ere  o f  la b o u re r s  a ch iev ed  some 

s o r t  o f  s t a b i l i t y  a t  j u s t  over o n e - f i f t h  o f  the  p o p u la tio n *  But th e s e  f i g 

u re s  can be d e c e p tiv e ; th e r e  was s t i l l  m o b ili ty  w ith in  th e  la b o u rin g  c l a s s ,  

and th e  a c tu a l  number o f  tem porary la b o u re rs  became much h ig h e r  th an  before* 

ü l to g e th e r , th e re  a r e  t h i r t y - t h r e e  names f o r  th e  p e r io d  I 60I - I 630, some 

o f  whom have been  m entioned before* F our men can  be c l a s s i f i e d  I n  th e  f i r s t  

c a te g o ry  o f  th o se  who ro se  o u t o f  th e  la b o u rin g  c la ss*  Ihomas Ju x , th e  

second son o f  a fa n n e r , was a la b o u re r  upon h is  m arriag e  to  a „e ls h  g i r l  in  

1602, b u t  by th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  h e  was a b le  to  d e sc r ib e  h im s e lf  a s  husband

man and th e n  as in n k ee p e r a t  th e  "E agle  and C h ild "* The second man, W illiam  

b a rk e r  o f  Brandwood, m arried  ^ l i c e ,  the  d au g h te r o f  W illiam  wagge, th e  c a rp 

en te r*  He l a t e r  i x ^ e r i t e d  Wagge*s tenem ent end was a b le  to  l i v e  a t  a more 

p ro sp e ro u s  l e v e l .  Thomas Mould was th e  e ld e s t  son  o f  an o ld  fbrm lng fam ily  

in  Myddlewood, and once h is  f a th e r  had d ied  he i n h e r i t e d  th e  tenem ent and was 

d e sc r ib e d  a s  farm er h im self*  The o th e r  man to  r i s e  from  th e  la b o u rin g  c la s s  

was h a I t e r  M anse ll, who came from th e  p a r is h  o f  L i l l e s h a l l  to  m arry E lis a b e th  

Dodd, th e  h e ir e s s  to  a sm all tenement* They had e ig h t  c h i ld re n  betw een I 604 

and  1622, and when one o f  th e  younger ones was b a p t is e d  i n  I 6I 8 , M ansell was

3
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d e sc r ib e d  a s  labourer*  The c o s t o f  re a r in g  a l l  th o s e  c h i ld r e n  must have 

fo rc e d  him to  se ek  a d d i t io n a l  wages on someone e l s e 's  farm# But h e  soon  

re c o v e re d , and on a l l  o th e r  o ccasio n s he was l a b e l l e d  husbandman#

There w ere a ls o  fo u r  names in  th e  second c a teg o ry  o f  younger so n s o f  

fa rm e rs , John  FraUnoe o f  H ou lston  came from a fam ily  o f  H adnall fa rm e r-  

la b o u re r s ,  and e v e n tu a lly  re tu rn e d  to  th e  C hapelry  and d ie d  th e r e ,  s t i l l  a 

la b o u re r ,  i n  l6o6# Andrew ü o k s to c k ,  th e  younger son  o f  a brandwood fa rm e r, 

had been d e sc r ib e d  a s  farm er h im s e lf  in  1379, b u t  when he d ie d  in  1607 a t  

th e  age  o f  s ix ty - tw o , he  was a H ou lston  labou re r*  a l s o  fjrom th a t  tow nsh ip  

was k i l l ia m  Ju x , th e  son  o f  a H oulston  yeomen, b u t  n o th in g  more i s  h e a rd  o f  

him a f t e r  th e  b ap tism  o f  h is  d a u g h te r  in  1609« Nor i s  an y th in g  h e a rd  a f t e r  

I6 l6  o f  Thomas Grooms, who was a lm o s t c e r t a in ly  th e  younger b r o th e r  o f  th e  

yeoman te n a n t  o f  S leep  H all# More younger sons o f  th e  Groomes w ere l a t e r  

rec o rd ed  a s  lab o u re rs#

The l i s t  o f  perm anent la b o u re rs  in  the p e rio d  I 6O I- I630 c o n ta in s  t h i r t 

een names, some o f  w hich a re  a lr e a d y  fa m ilia r#  Two Hanmers, a C hidlow , and 

a C larke  can b e  s e t  a s id e  f o r  l a t e r  c o n s id e ra tio n #  Edward Shaw, th e  son  o f  

a la b o u re r  a lre a d y  m entioned, d ie d  in  Myddlewood a t  th e  e a r ly  age o f  26# 

R obert Pardo o f  th e  G oblin  Hole b a p tis e d  f iv e  c h i ld r e n  betw een 1620 and 

1627, and a Ihomes Pardo  d ied  a t  B a ld e r to n  in  1629* The o th e r  s i x  names 

a r e  new ones# M ichael Crompt, a l i a s  amon o f  hiyddle, m arried  a f/lyddle g i r l  

in  A p r i l ,  1602,  and re tu rn e d  to  church  w ith  h e r to  b a p t i s e  t h e i r  d a u g h te r  

se v en te en  days la te r#  Two o th e r  c h i ld re n  were b o rn , i n  I 604 and 1608, and 

though M ichael i s  a b s e n t from l a t e r  r e c o rd s , th e  b u r i a l  o f  h is  widow i s  

w r i t te n  in to  tiie r e g i s t e r s  fo r  I 648# John H a rr ie s  o f  H oulston  b a p t i s e d  two
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sons and a d au g h te r d u rin g  th e  second  decade, end  two o f  h is  c h ild re n  

m arried  S h ro p sh ire  peop le  and c o n tin u ed  in  th e  pariah#  /m o th e r h o u ls to n  

rcan, Thomas l e t t o n ,  b a p tis e d  h i s  c h i ld  In  1624, b u r ie d  h e r  th e  fo llo w in g  

y e a r ,  and  l iv e d  on a s  a la b o u re r  a t  H oulston  u n t i l  1639# Then, i n  1628, 

a re c e n t  s e t t l e r ,  Thomas P ic k e rin g  o f  2 ^ d d le , m arried  a lo c a l  g i r l ,  m arried  

a g a in  a f t e r  she d ie d , and l e f t  a so n , R ich a rd , who was a ls o  to  be  d e sc r ib e d  

a s  la b o u re r  when he  d ie d  in  1662# luiyddle men w ere by th i s  tim e beccxoing 

used  to  Helsh names, b u t  i n  l6 lC  came one o f  th e  m ost o u tla n d is h  o f  e l l  -  

F oulk  ap  jrreece# He came v ia  Shrew sbury, m arried  th r e e  t im e s , and b a p tis e d  

th r e e  c h i ld r e n  a t  Laddie# The fam ily  s e t t l e d  h e re  and  in  tim e the  name 

s o f te n e d  t o  x reece  o r  P rice#  F in a l ly ,  th e r e  was John  Owen o f  Myddle, who 

cou ld  perhaps come in to  th e  tem porary  c a teg o ry  a s  he was hanged s h o r t ly  

b e fo re  th e  C iv i l  nars# One o f h is  sons l iv e d  on , and tu rn s  up a g a in  d u ring  

th e  n e x t period#

'iJie f i r s t  t h i r t y  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  saw th e  h ig h e s t  nunher 

o f  tem porary  lab o u re rs#  T here w ere tw e lv e  in  t h i s  g ro u p , compared w ith  

fo u r ,  s i x ,  and f iv e  in  th e  o th e r  th re e  periods#  T h is i s  a t  th e  tim e when 

th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  la b o u re rs  in  the community as  a whole ceases  to  r is e #  I t  

i s  t ru e  t h a t  th e  t o t a l  number o f  a l l  re c o rd ed  p eo p le  i s  a b i t  h ig h e r  d u rin g  

th e s e  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  and th a t  th e  b ap tism s s l i g h t l y  exceeded b u r i a l s ,  b u t  

i t  does seem th a t  th e re  was l e s s  demand f o r  e x tra  la b o u r  th an  th e r e  had been , 

o r  a t  l e a s t  th a t  t h a t  demand had a lre a d y  been la r g e ly  s a t i s f i e d  by  th e  re c w it 

wave o f  inm ig ran ts#  F resh  peop le  came h o p e fu lly  i n to  th e  p a r is h  th roughou t 

th e s e  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  b u t when h a rv e s ts  were poor and demand was s la c k ,  they  

were th e  f i r s t  to  go# No new c le a r in g s  o f  th e  woods to o k  p la c e  i n  th e s e
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y e a r s ,  n o r  w ere th e  h a rv e s t  f lu c tu a t io n s  u n u su a lly  severe*  The connxuni^ 

had ab so rb ed  a l l  th e  la b o u r  i t  needed and a lth o u g h  th e  farm ers were p ro s -  

t>erd.ng d u rin g  th e se  y e a rs  they w ere u n ab le  to  cnç»loy e l l  who came i n  se a rc h  

o f  work* Some new names became perm anent ones, b u t  tw ice  a s  many moved on 

in  th e  hope o f  b e t t e r  o p p o r tu n it ie s  elsewhere*

The f i r s t  f iv e  tem porary r e s id e n ts  in  th e  p e r io d  I 60I - I 630 ap p ea r on ly  

once each i n  th e  r e g i s t e r s ,  and f iv e  o f  th e  o th e rs  a l s o  g e t  on ly  a s in g le  

mention* The o th e r  two were b o th  named G r i f f i e s ,  b u t  th e r e  i s  no ev idence  

o f  any o th e r  connection* None o f  th e  tw elve had an  a n c e s to r  i n  the  p a r is h ,  

and none seems to  have p e rp e tu a te d  h i s  name there* F iv e  o f  them worked on 

I 're e h o ld e rs ' lan d  in  H ou lston , w ith  th r e e  more w orking a t  Newton, which was 

a l s o  m ainly freeho ld*  Only fo u r l iv e d  i n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  woodland area#

The f i n a l  p e rio d  frcxn 1631 t o  I 660 i s  d i f f e r e n t  a l to g e th e r#  A f re s h  

wave o f  im m igrants s e t t l e d  i n  th e  p a r i s h ,  and th e  number o f  tem porary  r e s i 

d en ts  f e l l  co nsiderab ly#  The s i t u a t i o n  was th e  same a s  t h a t  in  th e  1300*8 

and 1390*8 , w ith  th e  perm anent la b o u re rs  a cc o u n tin g  f o r  over h a l f  th e  names, 

w ith  a s u b s ta n t i a l  a d d i t io n  to  t h e i r  ran k s from  th e  younger sons o f  fa rm ers , 

o n ly  th r e e  men were fa rm e r- la b o u re rs , Thomas i ^ h ,  th e  second  son  o f  a 2,1arton 

fa rm er, was a la b o u re r  in  1639 b u t was l a t e r  a b le  t o  c a l l  h im s e lf  husbandman# 

S o , to o , co u ld  Thomas M orrice , a m i l le r - la b o u r e r  who in h e r i t e d  a sm a ll te n e -  

.e n t  upon h i s  m arriage# Thomas Hodden fa re d  d i f f e r e n t ly #  He was th e  l a s t  

o f  s lo n g  l i n e  o f  i^^ddle fa n n e rs , th e  on ly  son  o f  a husbandman# He was des

c r ib e d  a s  such h im s e lf  in  1647 b u t  when he d ied  th re e  y e a rs  l a t e r  he was 

e n te re d  in  th e  re g ia  ten»  a s  lab o u re r#  His widow was s t i l l  a l i v e  I n  1672 

and was s t i l l  a b le  to  pay th e  ta x  on h e r  h e a r th ,  so  th e  fam ily  had n o t sunk
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F o r once th e r e  w ere s e v e r a l  names ( e ig h t  in  a l l )  i n  th e  second c a te g 

o ry  o f  younger so n s . Three o f  them came from th e  yeomen T revors o f  hadr 

n a i l ,  John Mjstthews was a c o b b le r and la b o u re r ,  and th e  younger b ro th e r  o f  

iilyddle fazmiers, John  Gough o f  brandwood was th e  younger b ro th e r  o f  R ichard  

Gough IV, th e  Newton f r e e h o ld e r ,  John  .nddox o f 2&arton came from  a farm ing 

fam ily  in  h a d n a ll  C h ap e lry , R ich a rd  C haloner was th e  co o p er’ s  so n , and John 

C h esh ire  o f  i^yddle was th e  son o f  a lo c a l  yeoman.

In  t h i s  p e r io d  from  1631 to  l6 6 o  th e r e  a r e  no l e s s  than  tw e n ty - th re e  

names w ith in  th e  c a teg o ry  o f p e rm a n ^ t la b o u re r .  T hree o f  th e s e  were 

C la rk e s , two w ere Hanmers, end one was a Chidlow. There were a l s o  th r e e  

Groomes whose a n c e s to r  had  been a younger so n , b u t  who were now f irm ly

w ith in  th e  rank  o f la b o u re r .  i r a n c is  H a rr ie s  o f  H o u ls to n , Edward Owen o f
44

.y d d le ,  a.braham Pow ell o f  M arton, and Abel Jernes o f  Myddlewood w ere a l l

sons o f  la b o u re rs  o f  a p rev io u s  g e n e ra t io n . Jo n es i s  such  a common Welsh

name t h a t  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  say w he ther R ich a rd  Jones o f  Myddle and Evan

Jones o f  l^yddlewood w ere r e l a t e d  to  A bel. This Evan Jo n es was nicknamed

"b lac k  Evans" to  d i s t in g u is h  him from  h i s  namesake, nicknamed "boundsey

Evans", a n o th e r  Myddlewood la b o u re r . "B lack  Ivans" worked a s  a ta n n e r  and

la b o u re r  f o r  llr* i t c h è r l e y ^ o f  l a r t o n .  Gough th o u g h t him " la b o r io u s  and
45

p ro v id e n t" ,  and p r a is e d  th e  tenem ent t h a t  he n u r tu re d  so  c a r e f u l ly  on th e

. s r t o n  s id e  o f  Myddlewood. iU iother Welshman, John  G r i f f i t i i ,  may have had 

p rev io u s  c o n n e c tio n s , b u t  i t  i s  e q u a lly  l i k e l y  t h a t  he was an in m ig ra n t.

44# I n  1618. th e ' o v e rse e rs  o f  th e  po o r p a id  Abel Jones* an n u a l r e n t  o f  12d. 
45» Gough, p . ^90. (Box 15, B rid g ew ate r C o l le c t io n , Shrew sbury.)
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Cf th e  new names, oger bm ith  e a ta b l ia h e d  a fam ily  In  Myddle v i l l a g e ,  

nd Thomas Kenwlcke o f  '^ d d le  (whose surname a u g g ee ta  a S h ro p sh ire  v i l l a g e  

o r ig in  f o r  h i s  a n o e a to rs )  b a p t is e d  h i s  son  and namesake in  I65I ,  end one o r  

th e  o th e r  r ta r r ie d  a iy d d le  woc**n in  l67C« Gough p ro v id es  a few b io g r a i^ io a l
lé

d e t a i l  ab o u t Ralph  ̂s t l e y  o f  Myddle, whose w ife  had p re v io u s ly  had  an 

i l l e g i t i m a te  c h i ld  by  D ir  R ichard  ^ e a , h e r  enqployer a t  Lea h a l l ,  who p rov ided  

i o r  th e  c h i ld  w ith  a le a s e  o u ts id e  kyddle i^ a rish , which th e  /% stleys exchanged 

1 o r  th e  u n d e r-ten an cy  o f  H un t'a  tenem ent in  Myddle* The w ife  added to  th e  

h u sb an d 's  e am in g a  by h e r  s k i l l  a t  m idwifery# How mazy o th e r  la b o u re r s ' 

v iv e s , one w onders, m ust have k n i t t e d ,  sewn, sp u n , o r  baked in  o rd e r  to  keep 

th e  household  going# L f th e  o th e r s ,  b tephen  l/ev ias  was th e  son  o f  a 

hrewabury w eaver end th e  husband o f  a >/arton g i r l ;  F ra n c is  L tenway o f  H oul- 

ton  l e f t  a widow who p a id  tax  on one h e e r th  in  1672, end  a son  who was l a bSUT' 

in g  towards th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu ry ; d i a r i e s  I eve o f  fyddlewood came from F e n i-  

e r e ,  j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  p a r is h  boundezy, upon h is  m arriag e  to  a New ton  g i r l  in  

:d54, and was a la b o u re r  u n t i l  tiie  day o f  h i s  d e a th  in  1697* and John  

i l l i a m s  o f  iy d d le  (1  h e a r th  in  I 672) d id  la b o u r in g  work f o r  -r#  G i t t i n s  and

l iv e d  i n  a c o t ta g e  on Myddle H ill#  Gough u n k in d ly  rem arked th a t  he co u ld
47

speak n e i th e r  good E n g lish  n o r good „ elsh#

There rem ains a f i n a l  c a te g o ry  o f  f iv e  tem porary  r e s id e n t s  o f  la b o u rin g  

ran k . F ra n c is  T ree o f  iyddlew ood o n ly  ap p ea red  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  upon th e  

d ea th  o f  h i s  w ife ,  John Lvavis, th e  son  o f  Fdward D avis o f  th e  p a r is h  o f

4-6. Gough, p. 1 0 9 .
4 7 . Gough, p. 9 3 .
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Kenwlck, d ie d  in  s e rv ic e  e t  B a ld e r to n  H a ll ,  Hum#irey Inserter o f  Myddlewood 

b a p tis e d  a so n , R obert Typton b a p t is e d  b o th  a boy and a g i r l ,  and R obert 

O rred and h i s  w ife  appeared  b r i e f l y  a t  a b ap tism  in  I 642. He was an  a le 

house k e ep e r a t  Lower u e b sc o tt .

.•hat c o n c lu s io n s  can be drawn fYom a l l  t h i s ?  Of th e  f i r s t  c a teg o ry  

o f  peop le  who f lu c tu a te d  betw een th e  le v e l  o f  la b o u re r  and  o f  fa rm e r, seven  

f in is h e d  up as  husbandmen and f iv e  ended t h e i r  days a s  lab o u re rs#  These 

f iv e  cou ld  w e ll  be added to th e  t h i r d  c a te g o ry  o f  perm anent la b o u re r s ,  and 

s o , to o , co u ld  n e a r ly  a l l  th o se  younger sons i n  th e  second category#  Only 

th re e  o f  th e  n in e te e n  d e f in i t e ly  l e f t  the  p a r is h  to  seek  employment e ls e 

where# There a r e  a few o th e r  d o u b tfu l c a se s  b u t i t  does seem t h a t  i f  

younger sons w ere fo rce d  to  earn  t h e i r  l iv in g  by  la b o u r in g , th en  they c lung  

on to  w hat was f a m i l ia r  to  them and to  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  e ld e r  b ro th e r s  in  

tim es o f  c r i s i s #  Most o f  them p ro b ab ly  d id  a l o t  o f  t h e i r  work on th e  fam ily  

hold ing# On th e  o th e r  hand, th e r e  were o th e r  younger sons who were no t 

la b o u re rs  and who l e f t  th e  p a r is h  to  ta k e  up an a p p re n t ic e s h ip  i n  Shrewsbury 

o r  to  seek  t h e i r  fo r tu n e  in  London, o r  even to  farm  la n d s  elsew here# I t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  say  w he ther th e  la b o u re r s  were w ise  to  s t a y  i n  th e  p a r is h !  one 

does no t know w hetlier th o se  who r e j e c t e d  th e  la b o u r in g  l i f e  f o r  ad v en tu re  

e lsew here  fa re d  any b e tte r#

The zmmbers in  th e  f i r s t  two c a te g o r ie s  o f  fa rm e r- la b o u re rs  and younger 

sons accoun t f o r  j u s t  abou t a t h i r d  o f a l l  th e  r e c o r ^ d  lab o u re rs#  The r e s t  

w ere e i t h e r  im m igrants o r  th e  sons and grandsons o f  im m igran ts, though by 

th e  m iddle o f  th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu ry  s e v e ra l  o f  th e s e  f a m il ie s  had been
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e a ta b l ia h e d  i n  th e  p a r ia h  over e p e r io d  o f  s i x t y  o r  seven ty  years#  On th e  

o th e r  hand, a s  has been  s a id ,  many tem porary im m igran ts escaped a t t e n t i o n  

in  th e  p a r is h  r e g is te r s #  I f  one a llo w s f o r  th e s e ,  and ta k e s  away th e  lo n g - 

e s ta b l is h e d  la b o u r in g  f a m il ie s ,  th e n  one would p ro b a b ly  s t i l l  n o t be  f a r  

o u t in  sa y in g  t h a t  roughly  tw o - th ird s  o f th e  la b o u r in g  p o p u la tio n  w ere 

iimnigrants#

I t  i s  a v e ry  d i f f i c u l t ,  and a lm o st im p o ss ib le  ta s k  to  t r y  to  f in d  ou t

w here th e s e  im m igrants oarae from# Only Gough end th e  m arriage  r e g i s t e r s

g iv e  any s o l id  in fo rm ation#  The e a s i e s t  group to  id e n t i f y  a r e  th e  Welsh#

Nine o r  te n  d i f f e r e n t  fa m ilie s  came over th e  b o rd e r  and s e t t l e d  i n  Myddle in

la b o u re r s ' c o ttag e s#  Some o f th e  dom estic  s e rv a n ts  who found husbands in

Myddle w ere a ls o  w elsh g i r ls #  Some fa m ilie s  th r iv e d !  o th e rs  n e v e r l e f t

th e  ran k s , and  g e n e ra t io n  a f t e r  g e n e ra tio n  s e rv e d  a s  lab o u re rs#  'ih ere  w ere

a l s o ,  o f  c o u rs e , o th e r  Welshmen who came in to  th e  p a r is h  a s  landow ners and

farm ers# The Hanmers o f  M arten and Morgan ap 1 r o b a r t  reach ed  th e  h ig h e s t

l e v e l ,  w h ile  fa rm e rs ' names l ik e  L loyd o r  Vaughan, and p o s s ib ly  R eynolds,

a r e  su g g e s tiv e  o f  w elsh o r ig in  a t  an e a r l i e r  period#  These fa m ilie s  must

have ra p id ly  become A n g lic ise d  ( i f  th e y  were n o t  s o  b e fo re  th e y  came) even

i f ,  l ik e  th e  ap  r r o b e r t s  they  showed a p re fe re n c e  f o r  Welsh se rv a n ts#  But

th e  la b o u re rs  o f te n  rem ained  a d i s t i n c t iv e  g ro u p , som etim es sp eak in g  E n g lish  
48

b a d ly , and p o sse s s in g  s tra n g e  names th a t  marked them o f f  from th e  English# 

In  tim e, th o se  who s ta y e d  would become abso rbed  i n  th e  community, w ith

48# Gough, pp#93, 1 6 2 .
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names u a u e l ly  so f te n e d  In to  t h e i r  E n g lish  c o u n te rp a r ts .  Gough o n ly  

m entioned f i r s t - g e n e r a t io n  in m ig ran ts  having  language  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  end 

th o se  who grew up i n  ;.%yddle p robab ly  knew Wales o n ly  a s  th o se  d i s t a n t  

h i l l s .

In fo rm a tio n  ab o u t o th e r  groups i s  scanty in d ee d . Four la b o u r in g  

fa m ilie s  came from  th e  C hapelry  o f  H adnall and two o th e rs  came from th e  

ne ighbouring  p a r is h  o f  liaschurch . Two ttelshmen came from Shrew sbury and 

fo u r  o th e r  f a m ilie s  can  d e f i n i t e l y  be  a ss ig n e d  to  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  Shrop

s h i r e .  This o n ly  acco u n ts  f o r  tw enty fa m ilie s  end le a v e s  tw en ty -sev en  

o th e r  o u ts id e r s  whose o r ig in  i s  u n c e r ta in . A few o f  th e se  have W elsh- 

sounding names, bu t they  a r e  ones t h a t  were a lr e a d y  f a m i l i a r  in  th e  b o rd e r  

c o u n tie s  a t  t h a t  tim e . Even s o , ab o u t a q u a r te r  o f  th e  la b o u re rs  who 

Came in to  iïlyddle d u rin g  th e s e  12C y e a rs  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  jo u rn ey  in  W ales. 

F u r th e r  than  th a t  one canno t s a y , f o r  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  i s  too  l a t e  

a d a te  to  u se  surnam es a s  p ro o f o f  p la c e  o f  o r ig in ,  and on ly  a v e ry  few o f  

th e se  a r e  obvious anyway.

The r e g i s t e r s  a r e  s i l e n t  ab o u t o ccu p a tio n s  d u rin g  th e  l a s t  f o r ty  y e a rs

o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t  th e re  a r e  a few o th e r  so u rc es  t h a t  r e f e r  to

a t  l e a s t  some o f  th e  labourin^j c la s s .  /.mongst th e  c o n s ta b le 's  o r ig in a l
49

r e tu rn s  concern ing  th e  h e a r th  ta x  o f  1663 i s  a l i s t  o f  n in e  men and th re e  

women in  th e  tow nships o f Myddle, a r t  on , and Newton, who were d isc h a rg e d  by 

c e r t i f i c a t e s  on th e  grounds o f  p o v e rty . Seven names from  Myddle end  Newton 

a ls o  appear aa exesqpt in  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r , and th e r e  a r e  f i f t e e n  re c o g n is -

w .  K R .C . B. 179/ 255/ 24.



3 0 0 .

a b le  names from  th e  p a r is h  o f  :.yddle  amongst th e  l i s t  o f  exempted people

in  1672. Three people  ap p ea r i n  a l l  th re e  l i s t s ;  R ichard  R aphes, F ra n c is

D avies, and b in s  D avies.

R ich ard  Raphes o f juyddlewood was a younger son  o f  th e  c a rp e n te r ,  and he

earned  h is  l i v i n g  as a t a i l o r  and  lab o u re r#  He was a ls o  an  e f f i c i e n t  p a r is h

c le rk  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  R e s to ra t io n , when he was d ism isse d  f o r  a l le g e d ly

re m o n s tra tin g  w ith  r e v e l le r s  on th e  grounds t h a t  i t  was a s  g r e a t  a s i n  to
50

s e t  up a m ay-pole a s  i t  was to c u t  o f f  th e  k i n g 's  head# To h i s  dying 

day, he den ied  u s in g  th e s e  words# H is exem ption c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  1664 

re a d s , "Rio# Raphes i s  a v e ry  p o o rs  man and h a th  n o t ground w orth  f iv e  

s h i l l i n g s  th e  yea r e  n e i th e r  xs he w orth  f i v e  pounds i n  goods"# He had 

m arried  tw ic e , and had tw elve c h ild ren #  F ra n c is  D avies "d o th  n o t h o ld  la n d  

w orth 20s. p e r  y e a rs  to  h i s  h o u se , n e i th e r  i s  he w orth  f iv e  pounds". He 

Was a m arried  man, b u t  w hether h i s  w ife  o r  any c h i ld r e n  su rv iv e d  him upon 

h is  d ea th  i n  1674* i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  say# He was one o f  th e  many 

D avieses who w ere descended frcan Thomas D avies o f  M erton, a Shrew sbury 

weaver who had m arried  a alarton  g i r l .  Gough w ro te , "Of th e s e  two p e rso n a , 

Thomas D avis and h is  w ife , h a th  p roceeded such  a numerouse o f f s p r in g  i n  t h i s  

p a r is h , t h a t  I  have h eard  some reckon  up , ta k e in g  i n  w ives and  husbands, noe 

l e s s  than  s i x t y  o f  them , and th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  them have beene c h arg eab le
51

to  th e  p a r i s h " # They earned  t h e i r  l iv in g  a s  la b o u re rs  o r  poor craftsm en#

50. Gough, p . 20#
51. Gough, p .159*
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A nother o f  t h i s  c la n  was Bine D avies, th e  widow o f  Thomas D avies, a

poor w e a v e r- la b o u re r  o f  Harmer H i l l .  Gough w r i t e s ,  "S in s  Devi es and h e r

C h ild re n  have f o r  many yea re s  been  a charge  to  u s . Shee was a c r a f ty ,

i d l e ,  d issem b le in g  woman, and d id  c o u n te r f e i t  h e rs  e l f e  to  bee  lam e, and  went

hopping w ith  a s t a f f e  when men saw h e r ,  b u t t  a t t  o th e r  tymes cou ld  goe w ith

i t  under h e r  arm e, a s  I  m yse lfe  have seene  h e r ,  and shee  bad m aintenance
52

from th e  l a r i s h  many y e a re s  b e fo re  shee dyed". ^ inother «idow D avies 

was a ls o  exempt a t  H arton  in  1663, and Thomas D avies was d isc h a rg e d  from 

payment in  1672.

Of th e  o th e r  exempted p o o r, R ichard  Rogers o f  Mar to n  (1663 and 1672) was 

e i t h e r  a t a i l o r  o r  a g lo v e r , f o r  th e re  were two peop le  o f  t h i s  name l iv in g  

a t  th e  edge o f  Àîyddlewood. "r^ouidsey" Evans Jones o f  Myddlewood was exempt 

i n  1663, bu t a f t e r  he had b u i l t  a new nouse he was e l i g i b l e  f o r  payment in  

1672. And R ich a rd  C haloner, a Myddlewood la b o u re r ,  was a ls o  exempt i n  th e  

e a r ly  r e tu r n s  b u t p a id  on one h e a r th  i n  1672. There w ere , o f  c o u rse , o th e r  

la b o u re rs  who w ere alw ays s a f e ly  above th e  p c v e rly  l i n e ,  l i k e  th e  Hanmers 

o f  I4yddlewood, b u t i f  a lab o u i'e r  d ied  b e fo re  h i s  w ife ,  sh e  was l i k e l y  to  be 

faced  w ith  h a rd sh ip . Thus, G srgery  M ytton, th e  widow o f  a H oulston  la b o u re r  

who had d ied  in  1659, was exempted i n  I 672,  and so was Ivîargaret M atthews, 

whose husband, John  ifîstthews o f 24yddle, la b o u re r ,  had d ie d  i n  1666.

The 1672 l i s t  in c lu d e s  some la b o u re rs  who had o n ly  j u s t  f a l l e n  in to  

p o v e rty , such a s  W illiam  Groome o f  H o u lsto n , o r  i j r th u r  Koneley o f  Brandwood,

52. Gough, p. 169.
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who had a la r g e  fam ily  o f  e leven  c h i ld r e n  to  s u p p o r t. A lso  i n  th e  l i s t  i s

Humphrey Beddows, a poor co b b le r who had come in to  th e  p e r is h  upon h is

m arriag e  to  one o f  S in e  D av ies ' d a u g h te rs . He had  f a l l e n  i l l  and th e  p a r is h

had l o s t  t h e i r  w a rra n t o f  coop la  in k  a g a in s t  h is  s e t t le m e n t ,  so he cou ld  n o t

be e je c te d .  He n e v e r  worked a g a in , b u t  l iv e d  th e  l i f e  o f  "an i d l e  beggar"

i n  h is  c o tta g e  on Harmer H i l l .  H is c h ild re n  became a g r e a t  n u isan ce  to  th e

o v e rs e e rs  o f  th e  p o o r, f o r  one o f  h is  dau g h te rs  had an i l l e g i t i m a te  c h i ld  by

a s o l d i e r ,  and h i s  son , D an ie l, tw ice  ra n  away frcsx th e  m aste rs  to  whom th e  '
53

p a r is h  had a p p re n tic e d  him, and had to  be s e n t  to  th e  House o f  C o rre c tio n .
i

By the  end o f  tlie  c e n tu ry , th e  poor w ere becoming a g r e a te r  problem ,
54

ta x e s  w ere in c re a s in g ,  and the  re s o u rc e s  o f  c i i a r i t i e s  such a s  w illia m
55

Gough's were r e g u la r ly  u sed . Thus, in  1682, i \ r th u r ,  th e  so n  o f  A rth u r 

isoneley , la b o u re r , was a p p re n tic e d  to  John Ryder o f  M ontgom eryshire, t a i l o r ,  

o u t o f  th e  funds o f  t h i s  c h a r i ty .  R ich a rd  Raphes was a p p re n tic e d  to  a 

i ju r l to n  pipem aker th e  fo llow ing  y e a r ,  F ra n c is ,  th e  son  o f  Thcsaas D av ies, was 

a p p re n tic e d  to  a Shrew sbury t a i l o r  i n  1686, and v iill ia m , th e  son o f  W illiam  

s tu r d y  o f  th e  . i h i t r i s h e s ,  was a p p re n tic e d  to  a «em t a i l o r  in  1676. Twenty- 

sev en  such a p p re n tic e s h ip  bonds, l a r g e ly  fin an c ed  by th e  Gough c h a r i ty ,  s u r 

v iv e  f o r  th e  p e r io d , 1672-17C1.

By th e  end o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , the  la b o u re rs  were a la r g e  group 

w ith in  the  p a r is h  o f  l a d d ie ,  and though no d e f in i t e  f ig u re s  can  be g iv e n , th e y  

m ust have formed a lm o st a h a l f  o f  th e  com nunity. In  th e  e a r ly  and  m iddle  ̂

y e a rs  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  they  h ad  been a v e ry  m inor body, o f te n  r e l a t e d

53. Gough, p . 165.
54.  Ck»ugh, p. 90.
55. 2434# S h ro p sh ire  Record O ff ic e .
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to  th e  e x is t in g  farm ing f a m il ie s ,  and th in ly  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t the  p a rish *

A ll  t h a t  was a l t e r e d  a f t e r  th e  im m ig ra tion  o f  th e  1580*s -* 90*s and o f  th e  

1630*8 onwards. By th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  c e n tu ry , th e  la b o u re rs  were a numerous 

and d i s t i n c t iv e  g roup , end th e  I-iyddlewood a re a  was p e c u l ia r ly  t h e i r  own.

The d e ta i l e d  p e rso n a l h i s t o r i e s  o f  th r e e  la b o u r in g  fa m ilie s  i l l u s t r a t e  

th e se  g e n e ra l them es, w h ile  showing t h a t  in d iv id u a l  fo r tu n e s  co u ld

f lu c tu a te  a s  much as they  d id  amongst any o th e r  s e c t io n  o f  th e  community.

The Hanmers, th e  C hidlow s, and th e  C lark es each have v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r i e s .

J ig  iiaaaera

In  1581 E l l i c e  Hanmer was p re s e n te d  a t  th e  manor c o u r t  o f  myddle " f o r  

e re c t in g  o f  one bay o f a house upon th e  lo rd s  w aste  g rounds i n  l^yddle 

woode". He prom ptly  p a id  th e  e n try  f i n e ,  and w ith  a 2 1 -y e a r  le a s e  a t  12d. 

p e r  annum, he was a b le  to  s e t  up home and s t a r t  a fa m ily  t h a t  was to  be 

b ased  in  Myddlewood f o r  ab o u t two c e n tu r ie s .

hanmer i s  a r a t h e r  l a t e  example o f  th e  d e r iv a t io n  o f  a surnam e. To h i s  

o r ig in a l  p a r is h io n e rs  he was known a s  John E l l i s ,  b u t to  th e  men and women 

o f  L-yddle he was E l l i s  o f  lk>nmer, f o r  th a t  was th e  F l i n t s h i r e  v i l l a g e  frcxn 

whence he  had come. He i s  d e sc r ib e d  in  b o th  th e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  and  

m anoria l re c o rd s  by th is  name. To th e  g e n e a lo g is t  t h i s  i s  a p i t y ,  f o r  

th e re  was a n o th e r  (g e n try / fam ily  o f  Hanmers i n  Myddle p a r is h  a t  th e  same 

tim e , end th e  names o f  t h e i r  widows and  younger c h i ld r e n  w ere c o n fu s in g ly  

s im i la r  to  th o se  o f  t h e i r  le s s -p ro s p e ro u s  nam esakes. Gough was haay abou t
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th e  f i r s t  two g e n e ra tio n s  and p u z z le s  one by d e s c r ib in g  the  o r ig in a l  John
56

88 a b u tc h e r . The L a t in  used  in  th e  r e g i s t e r s  was " l a n i i " ,  which 

su g g e s ts  someone connected  w ith  th e  wool t r a d e  in  a humble s o r t  o f  way.

T h is  John  had a d au g h te r who d ie d  in  in fb n c y , and  fo u r  so n | th r e e  o f  

whom l e f t  no rec o rd  a f t e r  t h e i r  b a p tism . He was succeeded  by h is  son  and 

namesake, "John E l l i s ,  a l i a s  Hanmer", who added an a d jo in in g  p ie c e  t o  h is  

p ro p e r ty  and a c q u ire d  a le a s e  o f  th e  l o r d 's  f i s h in g  r i g h t s  a t  l ^ r to n  t 'o o l. 

H is f a t l i e r  had been pay ing  js .B d . r e n t  in  1588, b u t J o h n 's  improvements 

meant th a t  h i s  an n u a l r e n t  was In c re a s e d  to  I t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  a t  th e  

b a p tism  o f  h is  e ld e s t  son  in  1596, and a g a in  a t  h is  own deatli i n  1636, he 

was d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r .  uu t he and  h is  w ife , C a th e r in e , who was to  o u t

l i v e  him by on ly  se v en te en  days, w ere determ ined  t l ia t  th e  l o t  o f  a t  l e a s t  

t i i e i r  e ld e s t  so n , Thomas, shou ld  be  a b e t t e r  one.

Thomas was b o m  i n  1596 and l iv e d  to  be n e a r ly  74# He was "b ro u g h t up 

to  bee a good E n g lish  s c h o la r " ,  and a f t e r  a s p e l l  a s  a plough-boy a t  ACton 

h a l l ,  where he was "soe  c ro s se  among th e  s e rv a n ts  t h a t  hee  was tu rn e d  o f f " ,  

he k e p t  a p e t ty  sc h o o l a t  dhawbury, and  was employed t o  rea d  th e  s e r v ic e  

th e r e  when th e  v ic a r  was o f f i c i a t i n g  a t  a n o th e r  church# He in h e r i t e d  h i s  

f a t h e r 's  p ro p e r ty  in  l^ddlew ood end was d e sc r ib e d  a s  " c le rk "  in  th e  m ano ria l 

su rvey  o f  I 64L, vhen h e  was re n t in g  th e  c o tta g e , two p ie c e s  o f  w oodland, 

and th e  f i s h in g  r i g h t s  a t  a r to n  iroo l. The su rv ey  o f  1637 makes i t  c l e a r  

th a t  th e  fss& ily was s t i l l  l iv in g  in  th e  c o tta g e  t h a t  was e re c te d  in  1581.

56 .  Gough, p p . 160- 1#
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Mis so n  was educa ted  a t  O xford, became a D octor o f  D iv in i ty ,  m arried  in to  

a w e ll- to -d o  C h esh ire  fa m ily , and became th e  m in is te r  o f  a church n e a r  

„rexham. This so n  a ls o  had a b a s ta r d  so n , D a n ie l, who was b ro u g h t up by 

h i s  u n c le , abraham .

John  and C a th e r in e 's  e ld e s t  so n , R ich a rd , was b o rn  in  l 6o i .  He l iv e d  

Tor a tim e i n  i.yddlewood and th en  a t  th e  Mear House a t  Harmer, and  was des

c r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  when h i s  dau g h te r was b o m  in  1629. I n  1634 he was h o ld 

in g  a wood leasow  a t  th e  inqproved r e n t  o f  D l, b u t  he  l e f t  th e  county  soon 

a f te rw a rd s  to  f in d  eoqployment a t  Sandbach fo rg e , w here he  ended h i s  wozking 

days a s  o v e rs e e r  o f  th e  c o a ls  th e re .

The youngest so n , W illiam , d ie d  a t  th e  age  o f  14* The o th e r  boy was 

ivbraham, who was b o rn  i n  16C4 ,  and d e s t in e d  to  rem ain  a la b o u re r  a l l  h i s  

l i f e .  He was "a l i t i g i o u s e  person  among h is  n e ig h b o u rs , much g iven  to  law ", 

uough says that he n a r r ie d  f la th e r ln e  Emery (a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  r e g i s t e r s ,

. a r th a )  ,  th e  on ly  d a u g h te r and h e i r e s s  o f  a n o th e r  la b o u re r ,  who had succeei 

John  Hughes. This i s  th e  Myddlewood c o tta g e  r e f e r r e d  to  in  C h ap te r 2. 

ih raham  Hanmer moved in to  t h i s  c o tta g e  upon h i s  m a rr ia g e , and th e  fam ily  

rem ained  th e re  th roughou t th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  and  beyond. They w ere 

s a f e ly  above th e  p o v e rty  l i n e  w ith  one h e a r th  tax e d  in  1672.

One o f  Abraham 's so n s , M illiam , was a w eaver who d ie d  i n  I 656 a t  th e  

e a r ly  age o f  tw enty . The o th e r  so n , Thomas, d ie d  l e s s  th a n  th re e  months 

l a t e r ,  and so  Abraham took  h is  e ld e s t  b r o th e r 's  b a s ta r d ,  D an ie l, and  r a i s e d  

him up aa h ia  own. D an ie l was to  m an y  A lic e  Owen o f  Y orton , and t h e i r  

e ld e s t  so n , D an ie l ( I 678- I 766, c a r r i e d  th e  l i n e  on i n to  th e  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu ry .
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Tij e Chidlows S"g
Roger Chidlow c f  Newton eppeare  to  liave been  one o f  th e  in m ig ran t 

la b o u re rs  of. th e  1580*a and *9G 'a. He was d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  when h is  

w ife  d ie d  in  159b , b u t bo th  b e fo re  and a f t e r  t h a t  he was c a l le d  fa rm er o r  

husbandman* He seems to  have had th r e e  so n s , Jam es, Jacob  and Thomas, b u t 

one canno t be q u i te  su re , James Chidlow was a w eaver, and Gough co u ld  remember 

h i s  widow l iv in g  i n  a l i t t l e  house in  Newton th a t  had  no chimney. T his was 

on G ittin s*  f r e e h o ld  lan d  and  was p ro b ab ly  th e  same one t h a t  had been  r e n te d  

by h is  f a th e r .  The house was l a t e r  r e b u i l t  and l e t  t o  o th e r  la b o u re r s .

Jacob  Chidlow was a t a i l o r  in  lirandwood, b u t he  d ie d  young, h i s  in f a n t  

son a ls o  d ie d , and  h i s  widow soon re m a rrie d . Thomas a l s o  moved to  brandwood, 

where he s e t  up home in  "a poore  p i t i f u l l  h u t t ,  b u i l t  up to  an  o ld  oake" a t  

th e  s id e  o f  D iv lin  Lane. T his was l a t e r  co n v erted  i n to  a much b e t t e r  h o u se , ' 

w ith  one h e a r th  ta x e d  in  1672, b u t  when th e  c h i ld r e n  w ere be in g  b o rn  i n  th e  

l a t e  1590*8 and th e  e a r ly  I 600*s (end  th e re  were e ig h t  in  a l l )  th ey  must 

f re q u e n tly  have been  haunted  by th e  s p e c t r e  o f  p o v e rty .

Thomas had been  bo m  in  I 566 and n ev er a c q u ire d  any o th e r  l a b e l  th an  t h a t  

o f  la b o u re r . The W icherleys, end l a t e r  th e  L lo y d s , s u b - l e t  a sm a ll p ie c e  o f  

woodland to  him , end  no doubt employed him on t h e i r  la n d . The s t r u g g le  to  

r e i s e  e ig h t  c h i ld r e n  must have been a n ev er-en d in g  one. Two o f  th e  younger 

sons end the  youngest d au g h te r p ro b ab ly  d id  n o t s u rv iv e  ch ild h o o d , though th ey  

may have l e f t  th e  p e r is h  in  se a rc h  o f  work. R oger, th e  e ld e s t  so n , was a 

s e rv a n t to  Roger S en d fo rd , th e  Newton yeoman, f o r  many y e a r s ,  end d ie d  c h i ld 

l e s s  soon a f t e r  h i s  m arriage  to  a wmnan from A cton R eynold. The second  so n .
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Thomas, found s im i la r  eoployiaei^t w ith  A idow Hancox i n  nearby  B ro u ^ to n . He 

e v e n tu a lly  m arried  t h i s  widow, end a f t e r  h e r  d e a th  h e  worked f o r  C a p ta in  

C o rb e tt  o f  Bhawbury l a r k ,  to  whom he l e f t  a l l  h ia  money upon h i s  death* 

A nother so n , oam uel, f a re d  w e l l .  He m arried  an  orphan g i r l  who was 

w orking a s  a s e rv a n t  a t  a c to n  R eynold, and a s  th ey  w ere "bo th  p ro v id e n t and
57

la b o rio u s"  th e y  were a b le  to  save  up a s u b s ta n t i a l  sum out o f  t h e i r  wages. 

When oamuel d ie d , he l e f t  £100 to  h i s  w ife , £100 to  h i s  son , and £200 to  

h is  d au g h te r. T h r i f t  and h a rd  work had  enab led  a n o th e r  poor l a b o u r e r 's  

so n  to  r i s e  in  the  w orld . I t  depended very  much upon in d iv id u a l  c h a r a c te r  

and  tem peram ent. H is s i s t e r ,  ^<^rgaret, a p p ea rs  b r i e f l y  i n  the  r e g i s t e r s  

a s  th e  m other o f  an  i l l e g i t i m a te  son  who d ie d  o n ly  a day o r  tv/o a f t e r  he was 

born . She i s  n o t heard  o f  a g a in .

The two e ld e s t  sons had l e f t  home, so  Jam es, who was th re e  o r  fo u r  y e a rs
/

o ld e r  th an  Damuel, became te n a n t  a t  Brandwood a f t e r  h i s  f a th e r .  He was 

m arried  tw ic e , b u t b o th  h i s  son  and e ld e s t  d au g h te r d ie d  w h ile  they  w ere 

s t i l l  young, and  so  when he d ie d  in  l67&, a t  th e  age o f  63, th e  l i t t l e  c o t t 

a g e , t h a t  had  seen  such a s t r u g g le  to  e a rn  a l iv in g  and  keep c h i ld r e n  a l i v e ,  

passed  t o  h i s  o th e r  d au g h te r and  h e r  husband, Thomas T a y lo r , th e  e ld e s t  son  

o f  t h e i r  n e ighbou r, and a t a i l o r  by t r a d e  as w e ll  a s  by namet He was s t i l l  

s u b - te n a n tin g  th e  p ro p e rty  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  the  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .

57. Gough, p . l6 o. i
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TiiC Ole rtc e»

oa l t e r  C la rk e , a S h ro p sh ire  d a y - la b o u re r  from H adley, n e a r  Oaken G ates, 

came in to  th e  tow nship o f  Newton round a b o u t th e  y e a r  I 560 i n  se a rc h  o f  a 

jo b . He p ro b ab ly  found one on tiie  farm  o f  R ich a rd  G i t t i n s ,  f r e e h o ld e r  and 

g e n tlem a n -te n an t o f  E agle  Farm, f o r  he and h i s  w ife ,  E l is a b e th ,  s e t  up home 

in  a l i t t l e  c o t ta g e  on haruier H i l l  t h a t  G i t t in s  was r e n t in g  from th e  lo rd .  

U n ti l  th e  E n clo su re  Award o f  1813, th e r e  were 85? a c r e s  o f  commons on t h i s  

rooky , u n p ro d u c tiv e  h i l l ,  and i t  was t o  become even more o f  a f a v o u r i te  

w ith  n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  quarrymen th an  i t  was w ith  th e  s q u a t te r s  o f  e a r l i e r  

tim e s . w a ite r  added a l i t t l e  encroachm ent, f o r  w hich be  p a id  an  annual 

r e n t  o f  4 d . ,  and no doubt he supplem ented  h i s  wages by  keep ing  a few an im als 

on th e  su rro u n d in g  commons.

He m arried  tw ice  and had s i x  c h i ld r e n .  At l e a s t  one, and p o s s ib ly

th r e e  o f  th e se  d ie d  i n  in fa n c y , and  th e  y o u n g est, Jo h n , "was an in n o c e n t and
58

w ent a begging  in  th e  p a r i s h " . The o th e r  two grew to  manhood. N othing 

f u r th e r  i s  h ea rd  o f  Thomas a f t e r  the  dea th  o f h is  u n b a p tise d  c h i ld  in  1389, 

b u t th e re  was Morgan to  c a r ry  on th e  fa m ily  l i n e  a f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  h i s  

f a th e r  i n  1390. Morgan was b o th  a la b o u re r  and a w eaver and was a b le  t o  

m a in ta in  h is  fam ily  j u s t  above th e  p o v e rty  lin e *  He l e f t  h i s  f a t h e r 's  

c o t ta g e  and " b u i l t  an house upon a b u t t ' s  end o f  Mr. G ittin s*  la n d  i n  Newton 

f e i l d ,  and had onely  a garden  and hemp b u t t  b e lo n g in g  to  i t " .  Not much; b u t ,  

w ith  h is  wages and h is  common r i g h t s ,  enough to  en ab le  him to  m arry and  r a i s e

3 8 . Gough, p .6 2 .
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two sons and a daughter*  he d ied  in te s ta g e  i n  1623 o r  1626, b u t one i s  

a b le  to  g e t  an id ea  o f  h i s  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  frcm  th e  in v e n to ry  t h a t  was 

ta k e n . His t o t a l  p e rso n a l e s ta te  was v a lu e d  a t  £ 1 4 * 1 2 s .0 d ., bu t h i s  farm  

s to c k  end equipm ent accoun ted  f o r  £ l2 .1 1 s .0 d .  o f  t h i s .  The house sean s  to  

have had on ly  one room, o r  two a t  th e  m ost, and  th e r e  was o b v io u sly  l i t t l e  

to  sp a re  f o r  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  lu x u r ie s .  There was n o th in g  i n  th e  in v e n to ry  

t o  su p p o rt Gough's s ta te m e n t th a t  he was a w eaver, b u t  the  fbrm s to c k  shows 

8 g r e a te r  v a r i e ty  th an  m ight have been  expected ; th e r e  were 23 sh e ep , two 

cows and a h e i f e r ,  two p ig s ,  a h o rs e , s e v e ra l  h e n s , and  some co rn  and hay in  

th e  f i e l d  and b a rn . I«Iorgan C larke  may have been  r e n t in g  more la n d  th an  th e  

m an o ria l re c o rd s  r e v e a l ;  perhaps he had  tak en  p a r t  o f  G i t t i n s ' f r e e h o ld ,  end 

perhaps h i s  f a th e r  had done th e  same b e fo re  him.

h i s  two so n s , R ich a rd  and Thomas, s t a r te d  s e p a r a te  b ranches o f  th e  fam

i l y ,  b o th  o f  which rem ained in  th e  p a r i s h .  lliom as, th e  younger o f  th e  two, 

" to o k e  more la n d  o f Mr* G i t t i n s ,  and jo in e d  i t  to  h i s  c o t ta g e ,  and made i t  a 

sm a ll tenem ent o f  a b o u t 3 ü s. p e r  annum". T here  was s t i l l  room f o r  advance

ment f o r  a la b o u re r  by d in t  o f  h a rd  work, b u t i t  was a slew  p ro c e ss . Thomas 

was s t i l l  d e sc r ib e d  a s  la b o u re r  when he d ied  i n  1639 a few months s h o r t  o f  

h is  s i x t i e t h  b ir th d a y .  «.hat l i t t l e  p ro p e rty  h e  had  managed to  c o l l e c t  was 

p a sse d  on to  h i s  e ld e r  so n , F ra n c is ,  the  second o f  th r e e  (d iild ren  by  h is  

w ife ,  'M a tild a , o r  Maud, a Welsh s e rv a n t  o f  the r e c t o r ,  R alph K in asto n . The 

younger so n , ilo rgan , had gone back to  h i s  m o tiie r 's  n a t iv e  la n d  to  work a s  a 

b la c k sm ith , w h ile  Jo a n , th e  e ld e s t  c h i ld ,  m arried  a men from nearby  Fen im ere, 

end s e t t l e d  down i n  a c o tta g e  in  Myddlewood.
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Gough says t h a t  F ra n c is  m arried  "E liz a b e th  K y ff in , descended o f  a good, 

b u t t  a decaying  fbm ily  i n  k a le s " ,  b u t  th e  m arriage  r e g i s t e r s  c a l l  h e r  E liz a 

b e th  G rey fe th s o f  Newton. Ferhaps he m arried  tw ic e , b u t  th e  names sound 

v e ry  s im i la r .  "He had", c o n tin u e s  Q o u ^ , "b u t l i t l e  p o r t io n  w ith  h e r  b u t t  

a sad  drunken wcxnan", who on one o c ca s io n  s ta y e d  a l l  n ig h t  i n  th e  a le -h o u s e . 

D e sp ite  t h i s  h a n d ic ap , F ra n c is  seems to  have c o n s o lid a te d  th e  sm a ll g a in s  

o f  h i s  a n c e s to r s .  He p a id  th e  t a x  on one h e a r th  in  16?2 , and a lth o u g h  th e  

p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  d e s c r ib e  him a s  la b o u re r ,  th e  f r ie n d s  who drew up h i s  inven#" 

o ry  i n  1692 f e l t  t h a t  th e  C la rk es  had f i n a l l y  s te p p e d  up a rung o f  th e  s o c ia l  

la d d e r  end now q u a l i f i e d  f o r  th e  name o f  husbandman. H is t o t a l  p e rso n a l 

e s t a t e  was v a lu e d  a t  £23* 1 3 s .8 d « , and even a llo w in g  f o r  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h i s  was 

somewhat b e t t e r  th a n  th e  £ 1 4 .12s.O d. o f  h i s  g r a n d fa th e r  i n  162b. B ut h i s  

p e rs o n a l p o sse s s io n s  w ere only  v a lu e d  a t  a meagre £ 2 .6 s .6 d . ,  c e n t r e d  w ith  

th e  £ 2 1 . I l s . 2d . o f  h i s  farm  s to c k . The fo u r  buU odks va lu ed  a t  £10 seem to  

have made a l l  th e  d if f e r e n c e  to  h is  s o c ia l  s t a tu s .

L ik e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  F ra n c is  d ie d  j u s t  b e fo re  h is  s i x t i e t h  b i r th d a y .  One 

o f  h is  da u t t e r s  had d ied  i n  in fa n c y , b u t  th e  o th e r  two had grown up and 

m arried . I n  1692 one o f  th e se  m arried  d au g h te rs  was l iv in g  in  Welsh Hamp

to n , b u t  th e  o th e r  was on ly  a few y a rd s  away i n  a n o th e r  c o tta g e  on Harmer 

H i l l .  The on ly  boy in  th e  fa m ily , R ich a rd , e n te re d  i n to  h i s  f a t h e r 's  sm a ll 

tenem ent a t  Newton, and in  tim e h i s  fo u r  c h i ld r e n  ensu red  t h a t  th e  fam ily  

c o n tin u e d  th e re  d u rin g  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . T h is  younger b ranch  never 

ro se  s p e c ta c u la r ly ,  b u t they  chose to  rem ain  i n  th e  p a r i s h ,  end by h a rd  work 

and  re a so n a b ly  good h e a l th  they  w ere a b le  to  eaxü a m oderate l iv i n g .
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The s e n io r  branch o f  tlie  fam ily  fa re d  somewhat d i f f e r e n t ly *  Morgan 

G lance’ s e ld e r  so n , R ichard , m anded  Anne C ha loner, th e  c o o p e r 's  d a u g h te r , 

and b u i l t  h im s e lf  a house in  Myddlewood. In  1640 t h i s  was d e sc r ib e d  a s  an 

a n c ie n t  c o tta g e  w ith  a wood p ie c e  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  p a r t s ,  w h ile  two y e a rs  

e a r l i e r  i t  had been d e sc r ib e d  a s  a messH^ge w ith  tw elve  o ld  a c re s ;  a l a r g e  

p ro p e r ty  f o r  a man who was s t i l l  a la b o u re r .  R ich a rd  was s t i l l  a t  Newton 

when h i s  f a th e r  d ie d  in  1626, and he b a p tis e d  two c h i ld r e n  from th e r e  i n  

1621 and 1627, b u t  he moved to  t h i s  c o tta g e  i n  Myddlewood by the  tim e h i s  

t h i r d  c h i ld ,  iforgan , was b o rn  i n  I 63I .  His w i f e 's  c o tta g e  was o b v io u sly  

s u p e r io r  to  th e  f a m ily 's  h o ld in g  a t  Newton, and so  R ichard  moved to  K id d le - 

wood and h is  younger b r o th e r  in h e r i t e d  th e  c o tta g e  a t  Newton.

b u t  R ich ard  moved j u s t  b e fo re  th e  lo rd  demanded g r e a t ly - in c r e a s e d  e n try  

f i n e s ,  which m ust have caused  him some h a rd sh ip . In s te a d  o f  buying a new 

le a s e  he had to  h o ld  th e  la n d  a t  th e  annual r a c k - r e n t  o f  £ 2 * 3 s .0 d .,  b u t  by 

1051 he was te n  s h i l l i n g s  i n  a r r e a r s .  The s t ^ a r d  w ro te , "U nless he w i l l  

come to  th e  v a lu e  a t  ra c k e , o r  f i n e ,  l e t  i t  b ee  s e t  away". He d ie d  th r e e  

y e a rs  l a t e r  a t  th e  age o f  61, and a lth o u g h  h is  widow l iv e d  u n t i l  1672, h e r 

name does n o t a p p e a r i n  th e  r e n t a l  o f  I 656.  H w ev e r, t h e i r  g re a t-g ra n d so n  

was re n t in g  th e  c o t ta g e  in  1701, so  th e  d isp u te  was p ro b ab ly  s e t t l e d  am icably  

end th e  p ro p e r ty  a llo w ed  to  c o n tin u e  i n  th e  fa m ily .

R ichard  was s t i l l  a la b o u re r  when he  died* One son  had d ie d  i n  infanoy# 

end n o th in g  more i s  h ea rd  o f  h is  d a u g h te r a f t e r  h e r  b a p tism , b u t  th e  o th e r  

so n , R ichard  ( b a p t is e d  1627), n o t  o n ly  grew up to  b e  one o f  th e  m ost unusua l
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c lia rac te rB  In  th e  cooacunity o f  Myddle, b u t ,  th anks to  Gough, to  be  one o f  

th e  b ^ t  ch ro h p led  la b o u re rs  i n  th e  w hole o f  a e v e n te e r it l^ c e n tu ry  England#

I t  ia  u n fo r tu n a te  t h a t  one does n o t l e a r n  from h is  e x tra o rd in a ry  c a r e e r  

much ab o u t la b o u re rs  i n  g e n e ra l ,  f o r  i t  was h i s  more ou trageous a c t io n s  t h a t  

commended him to  G o u t 's  a t te n t io n #  Only a re a d in g  o f  pages 1C6-108 in  

lo u g h 's  book c an  do him f u l l  ju s t ic e *

To uough, "Hee was n a tu r a l ly  ingeniouse*  He had a smooth way o f  

f l a t t e r i n g  d is c o u rs e , and was a p e r f e c t  m as te r i n  the  a r t  o f  d issem bling"*  

h i l e  s t i l l  a you th  he had  c a r r ie d  m essages f o r  th e  s o ld ie r s  i n  th e  C iv i l  kars^ 

s k i l f u l l y  a v o id in g  tro u b le  by  h i s  t a l e n t  f o r  d e c e i t  and d isg u ise *  %hen th e  

..s rs  w ere o v e r he m arried  a woman from  beyond E lle sm ere , who was "very  th ic k  

o f  h e a r in g , b u t t  y e t t  she was a C(%nely wcxnan, and had a p o r t io n  i n  money, 

which C lark  q u ic k ly  s p e n t, f o r  hee was a v e ry  drunken fe llo w  i f  hee co u ld  

g e t t  money to  spend# a f t e r  hee had s p e n t  h i s  w i f e 's  p o r t io n ,  hee came to  

i\ewton on the  K i l l ,  in  a l i t t l e  house th e r e  under Mr. C i t t i n 'â  and th e r e  hee 

s e t  up a t r a d e  o f  making sp in n in g  wheel e s . Hee was n o t p u t t  a p p re n tic e  to  

any  t r a d e ,  and y e t t  he was v e ry  in g e n io u se  i n  w orkeing a t t  any h e n d y c ra f t  

t r a d e .  Hee had a l y t l e  sm y th 's  fo rg e , i n  which he  made h i s  owne to o l  e s ,  and 

ll> :ew ise k n iv es  and o th e r  sm a ll t h i n ^  o f  i ro n " .  When h i s  second w ife  was 

c a r ry in g  a dead c h i ld  i n  h e r  wonb he made i r o n  hocks end perform ed a 

s u c c e s s fu l  o p e ra tio n  under th e  ra id e w ife 's  d i r e c t io n ,  b u t  he r e fu s e d  t o  r e p e a t  

th e  o p e ra tio n  when th e  same tro u b le  a ro s e  a g a in , end h i s  w ife  d ie d  a s  a 

consequence. He m arried  th re e  t im e s , had s e v e ra l  c h i ld r e n ,  end t r e a te d  

each w ife  b a d ly . Upon h is  f i n a l  m arriag e , he p ersu ad ed  h is  f a th e r - in - la w .
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H ichard  n o u lf ,  en  o ld  widower, " to  d e l iv e r  e l l  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  him, on con

d i t io n  o f  b e in g  m ain tained  w h ile  he l iv e d " .  But w ith  money in  h i s  p o c k e t, 

C la rk e  resum ed h i s  o ld  d rin k in g  h a b i t s  and so  abused  th e  o ld  man as  to  make 

him t i r e d  o f  l i f e .  A oulf w alked e l l  th e  way to  mem, bought p o iso n , a t e  i t  

on h i s  way home, and d ie d  i n  h ia  bed . A t th e  e s t a t e  was f o r  l i v e s ,  C lark e  

l o s t  a l l  and was unab le  to  g e t  a new le a s e .

He seems t o  have been  a s  o p p o r tu n is t  i n  r e l ig io u s  m a tte rs  a s  i n  every 

th in g  e l s e .  He and h i s  w ife , E liz a b e th , had been excoinm inicated a t  th e  

b is h o p 's  v i s i t a t i o n  in  1668 " f o r  a b se n tin g  them selves from  C hurch", and " f o r  

keep ing  one o f  h i s  c h ild re n  which i s  a t  l e a s t  h a l f e  a y e a r s  o ld  u n b a p tise d " . 

F o r a tim e he had been  an  a n a b a p t i s t ,  and th e n  he w ent t o  nearby  S ta n to n  to  

jo in  th e  Q uakers. "hee came home th e  n e x t day a p e r f e c t  Quaker i n  ap p ea r

ance , and had  g o t t h e i r  c a n tin g  way o f  d is c o u rs e  a s  re a d y ly  a s  i f  hee had 

oeene seven  y e a rs  a p p re n tic e " .  lie was a t  f i r s t  welcomed by th e  F r ie n d s , 

u n t i l  i t  was found th a t  he had borrowed s e v e r a l  sums o f  money from them , 

and when ask ed  f o r  t h e i r  r e tu r n ,  he tu rn e d  on th e se  Quakers th e  same 

in v e c tiv e  he had l a t e l y  used  a g a in s t  th e  m in is ts M  o f  th e  Churcb o f  E ngland, 

hav ing  been  r e je c te d  by them h i s  cho ice  was somewhat narrow ed, and  so  he 

became a Roman C a th o lic  in  name, " b u t t  was n o t re g a rd e d  by  th a t  p a r ty " .  Nor 

was he reg a rd ed  as  a t r u e  m arty r when he  was se n ten c ed  to  be p i l l o r i e d  i n  

th r e e  m arket towns f o r  s h o u tin g , " I  hope to  se e  a l l  th e  P r o te s ta n ts  f r y  

in  th e  i r e  owne g re a se  b e e f  o re  Michaelmas n e x t" . lie r e c e iv e d  such rough 

tre a tm e n t i n  th e  p i l l o r i e s  o f  dhrew sbury and E llesm ere  t h a t  he was n o t  ta k e n



to  O sw estry , f o r  th e  High B h e n i f  "co u ld  n o t prom ise to  b r in g  him a l iv e

from amongst th e  in rag e d  A elshm en".

C la rk e  d ie d  a few y e a rs  l a t e r  a t  E llesm ere* "His w ife  s o ld  a l l  h is  

t o o l68 and househo ld  goods, and  w ent in to  I r e la n d ;  b u t t  she re tu rn e d  v e ry  

poo re , and soe dyed". T h e ir  d a u g h te r and  h e r  husband , and su b seq u e n tly  

t h e i r  g ran d so n , co n tin u ed  to  l i v e  i n  th e  o ld  c o tta g e  i n  JiQyddlewood* They

were p o o re r  th a n  th e  o th e r  b ranch  o f  th e  fem ily  in  Newton. The re c o g n ise d

v a lu e s  o f  h a rd  work and s o b r ie ty  had p a id  o f f  f o r  one p a r t  o f  th e  f a m i ly , , 

b u t to  th e  conm unity o f  A^yddle, R ichard  C lsiice had w asted  h i s  t a l e n t s  and 

reap ed  a j u s t  rew ard  f o r  a l i f e  o f  s e l f i s h  d e c e i t .  The in c id e n ts  o f  h is  

l i f e  m ight b e  rec o u n ted  w ith  v ic a r io u s  p le a s u re , b u t Gough concludes in  

to n es  o f  d isa p p ro v a l.

" / I
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Jhe Cĉ egmmity

1# The f 'e n te l  o r ld

Oztly w it[i R ich e rd  Gough does one h&ve e^y r e e l  i n s i g h t  in to  th e  mind 

o f  B m«nber o f  t h i s  w oodlsnd corm unity# His co nsc ious and unconscious 

b e l i e f s  and a t t i t u d e s  a r e  re v e a le d  in  h is  # r i t i n g s ,  and he can be  se en  to  

have been a v e ry  o rthodox  s m e ll- f r e e h o ld e r  o f  th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry*  

h is  w hole o u tlo o k  was shaped  by h is  r e l ig io u s  c o n v ic tio n s*  He was a con

s e r v a t iv e  in  r e l i g io n  and  p o l i t i c s ,  upho ld ing  th e  Church o f  Fnglend and 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m w ts  o f  166C and 1689# H is was th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  

s m e ll -p ro p e r t ie d  c l a s s e s ,  a cc ep tin g  th e  e x is t in g  h ie ra rc h y  in  b o th  church  

and s t a t e ,  p ro c la im in g  th e  C h r is t ia n  v i r tu e s  and denouncing th e  v ic e s ,  

and cham pioning th e  hard -w ork ing , ilod-fee r in g  co n fo rm ity  t h a t  was p re s  (died 

from th e  p u lp its*

Gough was no mere outw ard conforrrers h is  w hole s t r u c tu r e  o f  th o u g h t, 

h is  m ental o u tlo o k , and h i s  everyday ao tio n a  and a t t i t u d e s  w ere dom inated 

by  h i s  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s *  J^eople who were o f  e x c e l le n t  (sh e re c te r , such  

a s  W illiam  Vistkins o f  o h o tto n  H a ll, w ere r ^ a r d e d  a s  b e in g  s p e c i a l l y  b le s s e d  

by God; " I t  h a th  p le a s e d  God to  g iv e  him auch s k i l l ,  c a r e ,  and in d u s t ry  

a s  h i s  g ra n d - f a th e r  and f a th e r  had"* O th e rs , l i k e  !^ (d iae l Changers o f  

B s ld e r to n  H a ll, w ere extrem e examples o f  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  o r ig in a l  s i n ;  "Soe 

p r w e  i s  humane n a tu re  t o  a l l  v ic e " . T ra g e ^  and m is fo r tu n e  w ere a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  G od 's w i l l  w ith o u t a murmer o f  d i s s e n t ;  ”X in te n d e d  i t  f o r  my e ld e s t
r.

r  t . - J f r-"  ̂ -

: :: j
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so n " , he w ro te  o f  one tenem ent, " b u tt  i t  p le a se d  God t h a t  hee dyed".

^ n d  d iv in e  In te r v e n t io n  in  comcnunity me t i e r s  was a c c e p te d  e# in e v i t a b l e ,

f o r  speak ing  o f  a a e t t lw ie n t  d is p u te ,  he w ro te , "T h is was th e  f i r s t

c o n te s t  t h a t  we had  and  thus we l o s t ;  b u t thanks b e  to  God wee n e v e r  l o s t

any a f tc rv /a rd s" . The Immediacy o f  God in  Gough's th o u g h t i s  a p p a re n t  in

h is  commenta on th e  d ea th  o f  " io h a rd  G l t t l n s ,  in  Shrew sbury. "Me was

su d d a in e ly  tak en  w ith  an appoplecque f i t t  o r  scxne o th e r  d is  temp (w hat

p le a s e d  Go<t w h id i tooke n o t away h is  sp e ad i fo r  hee c ry ed  o u t sudden ly
1

( n o t  sudden deaü i Good l o r d ) " .  Gough's c h a r s c te r - s k e tc h e e  r e v e a l  a conur* 

u n i ty  where human n a tu re  was as r i c h  and as v a r ie d  a s  i t  i s  today , b u t  

th e  e s s e n t ia l  d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  in  th e  whole s t r u c tu r e  o f  th o u g h t, a m en tal 

environm ent t h a t  i s  fo re ig n  to  m ost peop le  in  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry .

D iv in e  in te r v e n t io n  in  o rd in a ry  a f f a i r s  d id  not le a d  to  f a t a l i s m ,  f o r  

i t  was a c c ep ted  t h a t  th e r e  was a la r g e  sp h ere  o f  a c t io n  w here men cou ld  

make d e c is io n s  o f  t h e i r  own f r e e  w i l l .  This freedom  was th o u g h t to  be  

l im i te d  a ls o  by o th e r  s u p e rn a tu ra l  pow ers, f o r  th e re  was a read y  a c c e p ta n c e  

o f  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f s .  a m urderer who had f l e d  a lo n g  H a tlin g  b t r e e t  

was a r r e s t e d  in  H e r tfo rd s h ire  a f t e r  h i s  p u rsu e rs  had seen  "two rav e n s  s i t t  tqpc 

a cocke o f  hay , p u l l in g  th e  hay w ith  th e ! r e  b e ak s , and making an  h id eo u se  and 

u n u su a ll  noyse". They found t h e i r  man a s le e p  on th e  hay  cock and h e a rd  him 

c o n fe rs  t h a t  th e  ra v e n s  had fo llow ed  him s in c e  th e  tim e he  had com m itted 

th e  c rim e . The u se  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n  to  b o l s t e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o ra l ity  i s  a l s o  

e v id e n t in  th e  s to r y  o f  Reece V tenlock's v i s i t  t o  " th e  w ise  woman o f  i#tont-

t r y  to  d i a c o v e r who had s to le n  h is  ,cgw_. .B t t t .
1 . Gough, pp. 66 , 141,  36# 163, 119.
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a a to n e  in  h ia  p o c k e t t ,  and  to u ld  a ne ighbour o f  h ia  t h a t  was w ith  him th a t

he would know w W tiier s h e  were t w ise  woman o r  n o t ,  and  w he ther she  knew

t h a t  hee had a s to n e  i n  h i s  p o c k e tt .  j\nd i t  i s  say d , t h a t  when hee  oame to

h e r ,  sh e e  say d , thou  h a s t  a  s to n e  in  th y  p o c ^ e tt ,  b u t  i t t  i s  n o t  so e  b ig g e

as  t h a t  s to n e  w herew ith  thou  d id s t  knocke ou t such a n e ig h b o u r 's  harrow  
2

t i n e s " .  hen lock  was a ta s to rio u s  p e t t y - th i e f ,  and th e  s to ry  i s  e f f e c t i v e ly  

t o l d  a g a in s t  him , w ith  s u p e rn a tu ra l  powers be ing  b ro u g h t in  to  s t r e n g th e n  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  o f  th e  community.

i n  a s im i la r  way, th e  custom ary in h e r i ta n c e  system  vw# su p p o r te d  by a n  

a p p e a l to  fo rc e s  o u ts id e  th e  c o n tro l  o f  man. (k)ugh q u o tes  exam ples to  show 

t h a t  "auch th in g s  doe seldom e p ro sp e r  " when p rim o g e n itu re  was ig n o re d , a s ,  

f o r  exam ple, in  th e  c a se  o f  Thomas . t ( ^ e r lc y .  ^ h a rp  p r a c t ic e  by  James 

•« icherley  i n  b e a t in g  R ic h a rd  G it t in s  to  the  purchase o f  a tenem ent in  

h o u ls to n  b ro u g h t bo th  c r i t i c i s m  and a s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  he  d id  n o t  p ro s p e r ,  

f o r  h ia  e s t a t e  "had th e  f a t e  o f  goods n o t w e ll g o t te n ,  w hich o u r  E n g lish  

p roverb  sa y e s  w i l l  n o t l a s t  th re e  c ro u p s" . But Gough was somewhat u n su re  in  

t h i s  c a se  and concluded  t W t  i t  was an  e rroneous way to  ju d g e  th in g s  by  th e
3

e v en t. he was more c e r t a i n  in  the  c ase  o f  r h i l l i p  h u f f s .

There i s  no m ention  o f  w i tc h c r a f t  e i t h e r  i n  Gough's acco u n t o r  in  s i \ /  

o th e r  so u rc e  concern ing  % d d le . The e c c le s i a s t i o a l  c o u r t  re o o rd s  a r e  

frag m en ta ry  and th e  q u a r t e r  oes& ions reco rd s  do no t s u rv iv e  a t  a l l  f o r  th e  

f i i s a b e th a n  p e r io d , when th e re  were f re q u e n t p ro se c u tio n s  e lsew h e re , b u t  th e  

v io le n t  p e rs e c u tio n s  o f  m idhseven teen th  oen tu ry  Essex and S u f fo lk  had no

2 . Gough, pp. 72 , 61 .
3 . Gough, pj>. 49» 73#
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4
paz^ IX els In  S h ro p s h ire , n o r  a re  th e re  any h in ts  o f  s c c u a e t io n s  o r  f e a r s .

The n e a r e s t  tliih g  to  w i t c h c r a f t  i s  th e  s to ry  o f  n e n lo o k 's  jo u rn ey  a c ro s s  

th e  b o rd e r  to  th e  w ise  woman o f  ion tgom ery . There was o b v io u s ly  no-one 

o f  a com parable lo c a l  r e p u ta t io n .

vk>ugh was a l t e r n a t i v e l y  fb s d n a te d  and d o u b tfu l when d e a lin g  w ith  th e  

" s e c r e t t s  o f  ih i lo s o p h y " .  He l i s t s  a number o f  im p o rtan t n a t io n a l  e v en ts  

t h a t  had  t a k w  p la c e  on Septem ber 3 r d . ,  o v e r a p e rio d  o f  y e a r s ,  b u t  then  

d e c la re s  t h a t  "o v er much c r e d i t"  had been g iven  to  o c c u l t  p h ilo so p h y . Then, 

when th e  f ig u r e  8 ap p ea red  f re q u e n tly  in  h is  accoun t o f  an  a n c e s to r ,  he 

paused  to  rem ark, "T h is  may cause some th a t  p re ten d  to  liave a s k i l l  in  

tropom ancie  to  say  t h a t  tTie number 8 was c r i t i o a l l  to  him# b u t t  th e  num era ll 

l e t t e r s  i n  h i s  name shew noe such th in g " . F in a l ly ,  when he l i s t e d  th e  

names o f  a l l  th e  noblemen who had d ied  i n  l? O l, he rem arked, "Those th a t  a r e  

c u r io u s e  in  i^ s t r o lo g ic a l l  sp e c u la tio n s  may tak e  n o t ic e  o f  ttie  seem ing 

rro d rcm i o f  t h i s  C a ta s tro p h e  Hagnatwn",  b u t he concluded , "The i r o p h e t  

Je rem iah  say s  -  "Bee n o t  dism ayed a t t  th e  s ig n e s  o f  Heaven, th e y  a r e  s ig n e s ,  

b u t t  n o t  to  bee  f e a r e d " ." JBut d e s p ite  t h i s  a ssu ra n c e , he undoub ted ly  be

l ie v e d  in  a s t r a n g e  s to r y  concern ing  a farm o u ts id e  th e  p a r i s h .  He c la im ed  

t h a t  w henever th e  head  o f  th e  household la y  dying th e r e ,  a p a i r  o f  p igeons
5

came to  r o o s t  a t  th e  farm , and th a t  he h im se lf  had seen  them do t h i s .  The

ap p ea l o f  th e  s y s te r io u s ,  th e  b e l i e f  i n  fo rc e s  o u ts id e  human c o n t r o l ,  and

th e  a c c e p ta n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  was no th ing  a man cou ld  do when fbced  by th e se

4 .d / i .k a c f a r l a n e ,  v . i tc h c r a f t  in  Tudor and  G tu a rt England: Com parative
J tud-Y. London, 197L.

3. Gough, pp. 131, 1C4# 163- 64, 47-48 .
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s ig n s ,  e r e  #11 p re s e n t  in  th e  mind o f  one tàio was amongst th e  b e s t -  

ed u ca ted  and th e  most I n t e l l i g e n t  o f  the  community. ^usongmt th o se  o f  

low er i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  l i t t l e  o r no e d u c a tio n , s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f  m ust 

liave been  even more r e a d i ly  acoep ted .

E d u ce tio n  was u p h e ld  a s  a g re a t  v i r t u e ,  and k>ugh was v o ic in g  th e

o p in io n  o f  those  o f  h i s  s o c i a l  s t a tu s  when he made comments l i k e ,  "bhee

was much t o  b ee  oomended f o r  g iveing  h e r  c h i ld re n  good e d u c a tio n , and p u t t

every one o f  them in  a good c o n d itio n  to  l i v e " .  Another widow re c e iv e d

s im i la r  p r a i s e  f o r  m aking s u re  th a t  h e r  son  had a good e d u c a tio n , w h ile , on

th e  o th e r  hand , a f a t h e r  was c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  be ing  "w anting  i n  g iv e in g  h i s

son  good le a rn e in g " .  There was a chance o f  a t  l e a s t  a b a s ic  e d u ca tio n  f o r

th e  poo r a s  w e ll  a s  th e  r i c h ,  and eomel l i k e  the  hanmers o f  iVyddlewood, took

advan tage  o f  th e  l o c a l  p e tty - s c h o o ls . One o f  th e se  was a t  t h e  Warren

House a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  sev en teen th  c e n tu ry , when one Twyford " l iv e d

i n  good r e p u te  and ta u g h t  n e ig h b o u rs ' c h ild re n  to  r e a d ,  and  h i s  w ife  ta u g h t

women to  sew , and make n eed le  w orkes". Em ail sc h o o ls  such  a s  t h i s ,  were

w ta b l i s h e d  i n  p r iv a te  houses and l a s te d  f o r  e few y e a rs  a t  a tim e . f/îr.

I emery H i l l  o f  h ilm a rsh  " k e p t a very f lo u r is h in g  sch o o le  a t t  h i s  owns h o u se ,

where many g e n tle m e n 's  sons o f  good q u a l i ty  were h i s  s c h o l le r s " ;  and a wing

o f  b a ld e r to n  H a ll was u sed  a s  a schoo l f o r  a s h o r t  tim e tow ards th e  end o f

th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . These schoo ls d id  n o t s u rv iv e  th e  d e a th  o r
6

r e t i r e m e n t  o f  th e  m a s te r .

6 .  Gough, pp. 6 3 , 78, 49, 31, 75, 144»
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T here wee no endowed eohooX in  L yddle , b u t th e re  wee a em ail sch o o l 

t i i a t  seecis to  have se rv ed  i n  a s e m i- o f f ic ia l  oa pa c ity #  D uring th e  e a r ly  

y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , w illia m  Hunt, th e  p a r is h  c le x k  and lo c a l  

ten e m e n t-fa rm er, was th e  ire s t a r  here* Then, I# the n i e l  H i a t t ,  th e  r e c t o r  o f  

a sm a ll b e n e f ic e  a t  F o rd , supplem ented h is  income by te a c h in g  a t  liydd le , and 

d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  ware a Mr* RicFmrd H odericke ta u g h t h e re  and p o s s ib ly  se rv e d  

a s  c u ra te  a s  w e l l ,  in  th e  absence o f  th e  r e c to r ,  Thanes Lore* Gough men

t io n s  t h a t  d u rin g  th e  Commonwealth p e r io d , the  o ld  communion ta b le  was 

b ro u g h t i n to  th e  sc h o o l-h o u se  fo r  th e  boys to  w r i te  on, and  th e  o ld  re a d in g  

pew was b ro u g h t in  f o r  t>*e schoo lm aster to  s i t  in* L a te r ,  th e  p a r is h  c h e s t  

was a l s o  removed from th e  church to  th e  school-house*  O bv iously , th e
7

sc h o o l was se rv in g  in  some p u b lic  capacity*

I t  was a t  t h i s  sc h o o l t h a t  Gough re c e iv e d  h is  e a r l i e s t  e d u c a tio n , b e fo re  

moving on to  a sm a ll p r iv a te  schoo l a t  b rough ton , and th en  b e in g  educa ted  

under R o b ert C o rb e tt ,  UUimg J . i * , o f  d ta im ard in e  H a ll ,  whom he se rv e d  a s  a 

c le rk *  Tough m ust iiave been ta le n te d  to  se rv e  a man o f  such  d i s t i n c t io n ,  

b u t  t h i s  p ro g re s s io n  f ro n  v i l l a g e  schoo l t o  sm a ll p r iv a te  sc h o o l to  s e rv ic e  

i n  some la r g e  house may w e ll have been  norm al f o r  th e  sons o f  gentlem en 

and a m b itio u s  yeomen* % e  g i r l s  o f  t h i s  c la s s  a l s o  r e c e iv e d  some e & ic a tio n , 

b u t  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  i t s  c o n te n t i s  e n t i r e ly  lack ing*  i o s s i b l y ,  q u i te  a 

w ide spec trum  o f  th e  community re c e iv e d  a rud im en tary  e d u c a tio n , f o r  Joshua 

R ic h a r d s w 's  b e q u e s t o f  books to  some o f  th e  poor f a n i i l ie s  o f  th e  p a r is h

7# Gough, pp* 20, 1 6 2 , 4L, 44#
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su g g e s ts  t h a t  some humble people cou ld  rea d  to le r a b ly  w e l l ,  b u t ,  on th e  

o th e r  hand, th e  numerous marks th a t  se rv e  a s  sig r^ stu ree  in  th e  w i l l s ,  

i n v e n to r ie s ,  b o n d s, and le a s e s  o f th e  s ix te  w ith and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  

shoe t h a t  mshy w ere u n ab le  to  w r i te  t h e i r  own name. Between l66c  and  1701, 

th e re  a r e  exam ples o f  24 men and two women who cou ld  s ig n  t h e i r  names, and 

IC men and f iv e  women who used  a mark. The l i t e r a t e  ones w ere from th e  

g e n try  and th e  yeom en-farm ers, w ith  only  r e t e r  L loyd from th e  p o o re r  s e c t io n s  

o f  th e  community. The i l l i t e r a t e  caries were a lm ost e n t i r e l y  from  amongst 

th e  la b o u re rs  and p oo r husbandren , th o u ^  th re e  i l l i t e r a t e  men, R id ia rd  

G uest, Bartholomew ^ ia n se ll ,  and John H ordley, w ere a s  p ro sp e ro u s a s  some o f  

th o se  who c o u ld  w r i te .  Dr. k a rg a re t  b p u ffo rd  has shown th a t  i n  s e v e n te e n th -  

c e n tu ry  Cf n b r ld g e s h ir e  more people  could  re a d  th a n  w r i te ,  and t h a t  some 

peop le  c o u ld  re a d  b u t o n ly  j u s t  s ig n  t h e i r  name. The same was p ro b ab ly  t r u e  

o f  Myddle. Gough w ro te  o f  Thomas Mig^iway, th e  p e r is h  c le rk  whom h e  c o n s id 

e re d  u n f i t  f o r  o f f i c e ,  "Hee orn  read  b u t l i t t l e  . . .  Hee can s e e r s e  w r i te
8

h i s  owns name, o r  rea d  a^y  w id tte n  hand".

(fOugh's own t r a in in g  had been a comnon one o f  grenm er, L a t in ,  tlie

c l a s s i c s ,  law , and d i v in i t y ,  w ith  some e ^ p lie d  m athem atics. T h is e d u c a tio n

i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h is  w r i t in g s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  h i s  m oral ta g s .  H# does n o t

back up h is  s ta te in e n ta  w itli b i b l i c a l  t e x t s ,  a s  one m ight have e x p ec te d , b u t

f r e q u e n t ly  u se s  a c l a s s i c a l  q u o ta tio n  in  commenting upon one o f  h is  s t o r i e s .

I h . . .  a u o to t lo i i .  . r .  in  U t t o  (epm etim w w ith  ■ tUrt
3* loughg pv* 4^# 84# 4^# 105#

S t V x o o h î t f l  c Ç -  i a  %  v w

(t(jiI W__I ô .ctV., pp. lil-4'T.
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h ia  f a v o u r i te  au tlio re  w ere Cvid, lio race , Beneca, Ce to ,  end  V ir g i l  -  

th e  p u n d its  o f  a n c ie n t  Rome. He a ls o  quo tes Tantuan, i r i s t o t l e ,  T a c itu s , 

T ib e r iu s ,  and  A lexander th e  G rea t, and o c o a a io n a lly  tak es  h i s  m a te r ia l
9

from C haucer, o r  from a m o z ^ lis t such a s  George L e rb e r t .  A few m oral 

ta g s  w ere h i s  own. H is le g a l  t r a in in g  i s  shown by  h i s  r e fe re n c e s  to  

j u d i c i a l  p rec ed e n ts  when pronouncing on such m a tte rs  a s  pew d isp u te s  and 

m en o rie l custom s. H is knowledge and h i s  a b i l i t y  seem to  have been p u t to  

good u se  by  th e  community, fo r  he a p p ea rs  a s  an  a r b i t r a t o r ,  a su rv e y o r, a

r e g u la r  w itn e ss  to  d e ed s , w i l l s ,  and such  l i k e ,  a c o u n s e l lo r  o v e r le g a l

m a t te r s ,  and  a man to  sen d  f o r  when c r i s e s  a ro s e , such  a s  when a baby was 

abandoned i n  th e  r e c t o r 's  porch . He r e ta in e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h is  le a rn in g  

a l l  h is  l i f e ,  and i n  h ia  w i l l  o f  1723 he l e f t  " a l l  my E n g lish  books and 

o f  d iv in i ty "  to  h is  d a u g h te r , Joyce , and " a l l  my Law book es" to  a  young 

r e l a t i o n .  how many o tiie rs  o f  h is  s o c i a l  c la s s  w ere a s  a b le  and a s  know

le d g e a b le  a s  he was, i t  i s  im p o ssib le  t o  sa y , b u t  w ith  a s o c ie ty  th a t  p ro 

duced the  R e s to ra t io n  p o e t ,  a i l l ia m  V .ickerley , i t  i s  dangerous to  a rg u e  

t h a t  he  was a l to g e th e r  e x c e p tio n a l.

ven w ith o u t su<^ an  ed u ca tio n , Üie m ental h o riz o n  o f  th e  men and women

o f  kydd le  was n o t combined to  t h e i r  own p a r is h . They w ere co n sc io u s  o f

th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e i r  l o c a l  ccxrinunity, b u t they  had  pex^onal knowledge o f  a

w ider a re a  t h a t  eobraced  tine ne ighbouring  p a r is h e s . 'itiey had f r ie n d s  and

r e l a t i o n s  i n  s e v e ra l  o f  th e  su rround ing  v i l la g e s  and l ia a l e t s ,  Hmf had found

9# I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  s e e  t h a t  George H e rb e rt was b e in g  re e d  by a
yeoman o f  a rem ote woodland p a r is h .
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husbands o r  w ives t h e r e ,  they  were f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and

e v e n ts  t h a t  p rov ided  th e  g o ss ip  o f  those  p la c e s , end they  were co n sc io u s

o f  b e in g  u n i te d  a s  a group w ith  th e  same bonds and common in te r e s ts #  Ih is

knowledge o f  what was happening o v e r an a re a  w ider th an  t h a t  o f  th e  p a r is h

came to  th e  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  Gough when he  was employed in  se a rc h in g  f o r  th e

m other o f  a cFdld  t h a t  had been abandoned i n  Byddle# On th e  way to  uhaw-

b u ry , " I  happened to  m eet a c c id e n tly  w ith  my cozen Anne Wewans o f  Greens e l l

[G r in s h i l^  , who upon in q u iry  to ld  :nee t h a t  a poore woman was d e l iv e re d  o f

a c h i ld  a b o u t a f o r t n ig h t  agoe a t  a house on th e  s id e  o f  ohawbury h e a th ,

and  when sh e  had a ta y d  th e re  a weeke shee  otioe to  G reens e l l  w ith  h e r  l y t l e

c h i ld  and  a ooy w ith  h e r  i n  s id e - c o a te s ,  and had rib b o n s  ab o u t th e  w est o f

h is  coa t e ,  and  th a t  th e  yong c h i ld  was b a p tis e d  a t  Greens e l l  by kr# hu g ar

th w  m in i s t e r  th e r e ,  and  th a t  some se rv a n ts  o f  th e  towns gave th e  women

c lo a th e s  t o  wrap h e r  c h i ld  in ;  she  s ta y d  th e re  a weeks and (sa y s  she)
10

"Y esterday  sh e e  w ent away tow ards your neighbourhood"#"

T h ere  w ere a ls o  th e  w id e r c o n ta c ts  o f  th e  m arket tow ns, e s p e c ia l ly

Shrew sbury , w ith  w hich everyone m ust have been fa m ilia r#  Yet th e re  w ere

w e ll- r e c o g n is e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een town and country# Ihonas Hayward's

w ife , " b se in g  a tcw ne-b red  woman was u n f i t t e  f o r  a c o u n try  l i f e ;  shee  must

be r i c h l y  o lo a th e d , f b r e  d a in t i l y ,  d r in k s  n o th in g  b u t t  s tro n g  w a te rs  end  th a t  
11

n o t a l y t l e " .  H er m arriag e  was an un&iappy one. b u t f o r  a l l  th e s e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  th e re  was a co n sc io u sn ess o f  S h ro p sh ire  a s  be ing  t h e i r  'c o u n try * ,

10. CfOugh, p. 166.
11. Gough, p . 183#
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f o r  t h i s  i s  how they  d e so rib e d  it#  ih sy  though t o f  them se lves s s  be ing

d i f f e r e n t  from th e  a e ls h  (w ith  whom th ey  were very  f a m i l i e r ) ,  b u t  Englishm en

from o ü i s r  c o u n tie s  were sin^^ly d e sc rib e d  a s  ' fo re ig n e rs  * # ih e  lo o e l  u n i t s

w ere o f  f a r  more Im portance to  them in  t h e i r  everyday l i v e s ,  and i n  t h i s  they

w ere no d i f f e r e n t  from any o th e r  community in  s ix te e n th -  and  se v e n te e n th -
12

c e n tu ry  England#

E vents i n  n o rth  S h ro p sh ire  were t h e i r  immediate co n ce rn , b u t  they  w ere 

s t i l l  a c q u a in te d  w ith  n a t io n a l  even ts end were aware o f  th e  is s u e s  in v o lv e d  

i n  th e  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l ig io u s  c o n tro v e rs ie s  o f  t h e i r  time# Gough’ s 

w r i t in g s  d is p la y  a d e ta i l e d  knowledge o f  th e  C iv il  f .a rs , in c lu d in g  some r e f 

e re n c e s  to  p a rlia m e n ta ry  b u s in e ss  and to  th e  arguinents th a t  w ere advanced  on 

b o th  s id e s#  lie was o n ly  a boy when m ost o f  th e  c r u c ia l  e v en ts  took  p lace#

L ike  many o f  h i s  co n te m p o ra rie s , he  though t o f  th e  r e ig n  o f  ueen  E liz a b e th  

a s  a g o ld e n  a g e , and  he f i rm ly  denounced an y th ing  t h a t  w ent a g a i n s t  th e  

r e l i g io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  s e t t le m e n ts  o f  h i s  time# O liv e r  Cromwell and J«*mes I I  

were anathem a to  him#

Gough o c c a s io n a l ly  shows a rem arkably d e ta i le d  aw areness o f  some o th e r  

n a t io n a l  and fo re ig n  events#  , hen w r i t in g  abou t a lo c a l  man who was k i l l e d  

i n  a r i o t  on Tower H i l l  i n  l6 6 c , Gough e x p la in s  tim t i t  was s t a r t e d  by a 

d is p u te  o v e r precedency  betw een th e  anhasaadors o f  F rance  and S p a in , and he 

goes on to  d e s c r ib e  th e  r i o t  in  g re e t  d e ta i l#  in  a n o th e r  o c c a s io n , when he  

was w r i t in g  a b o u t th e  c a r e e r  o f  a man d u rin g  tlie  i r o te o to ra  t e ,  he  d e s c r ib e s
ii. i i m  i ii i « m  m i  11 ■■■■! ■ 1 — — — — — M W W — MU

12# À .E v e r i t t ,  Chanice i n  th e  ro v in ce s : The se v e n te e n th  C en tu ry # L e ic e s te r  
Univ# O ccasional r a p e r s ,  oeoond L ,eri«^, ho#l#
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13
th e  s ie g e  o f  Dunkirk# Myddle was b u t a rrnnote woodland cocim inity , b u t

h e re  was a t  l e a s t  one o f  i t s  members who was a c q u a in te d  w ith  n a t io n a l  e v en ts

and aware o f  a t  l e a s t  some o f  tlie  is s u e s  o f  fo re ig n  po licy #  ?/yddle was n o t

q u i te  a s  c u t - o f f  from th e  c a p i ta l  a s  one m ight b e l i e v e ,  and th e re  was njuch

more c o n ta c t  betw een such communities and London th an  u sed  to  be suspected#

Ur* S p u ffo rd  has r e c e n t ly  su g g ested  t h a t  m ig ra tio n  to  London from a l l  p a r t s

o f  th e  c o u n try  was th e  one s t a r t l i n g  ex cep tio n  to  th e  g e n e ra l  r u le  o f  s h o r t
14

d is ta n c e  m ig ra tio n  d u rin g  the  se v en te en th  century#

The ev idence  from Myddle b ea rs  o u t Lr# E .^ .v ,r ig le y 's  th e s i s  th a t  many 

peop le  from th e  p ro v in c e s  had a t  some s ta g e  o r  o th e r  in  t h e i r  l i f e  had 

d i r e c t  e x p e rien c e  o f  l iv i n g  in  London, though i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  m easure 

t h i s ,  end rust easy to  s e e  how many re tu rn e d  t o  t h e i r  n a t iv e  pa rish #  Dr# 

W rigley has a rgued  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  hundred y e a rs  from 1630 t o  1750, th e  

s u rp lu s  p o p u la tio n  o f  E ngland , e s p e c ia l ly  t h a t  o f  th e  home C oun ties and o f  

th e  ir id ls n d s ,  was s ip h o n ed  o f f  in to  th e  m e tro p o lis , where an  Immigrat lo n  

r a t e  o f  8 ,000  a y e a r  w ould have been needed to  a cco u n t f o r  i t s  p c ^ l a t i o n  

r i s e ,  g iv e n  the  f a c t  t h a t  i t ' s  deeth  r a t e  was so  much h ig h e r  th a n  i t s  b i r t h
15

ra te #

Ckxigh's in fo rm a tio n  i s  n a tu r a l ly  l a r g e ly  l im i te d  to  th e  m idd le- and 

la  t e - s  ev en teen th  c e n tu r ie s ,  b u t  even so  he m entions no l e s s  th en  n in e te e n  

fa iL il is s  t h a t  had a t  l e a s t  one son o r d a u g h te r who w ent to  l i v e  i n  London,

13* Gough, pp# 35, 59-6c# ^
14» t . â p u f f o r d ,  '  i oculstlo» Koreiswit l a  8« v en tw n th -C em tu ry  In g le n d .

Local  io p u la t io n  E tu d iés l^a^a z in e and Newsl e t t e r  ̂ Go# 4 , 197L, 
pp# 41-5L'#  ̂ ,

13# E # À .k rlg ley , L ondon 's im ixxrtance. 1650-175C# a s t  and P re s e n t ,
37 , 1967, pp# 44f#
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and some o f  th e s e  f a m il ie s  had s e v e ra l  members who s e t t l e d  there#  There

were ab o u t 91 fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  . y d d le , a t  tiie  time o f th e  h e a r th - ta x

r e tu r n s  o f  1672, and Gough méritions 13 o f  th e s e  sa  having  a t  l e a s t  one member

who, a t  one tim e o r  a n o th e r ,  W d l iv e d  in  x.oruion# There may hsve been  more

who had v i s i t e d  th e  p ie c e ,  f o r  he o f te n  r e f e r s  in c id e n ta l ly  t o  th e  o e p i t s l

s s  i f  i t  were s consaonplsce th a t  peop le  from h i s  p e r is h  sh o u ld  be th e r e ,  even

though th e  two plscoB e r e  sonie 160 m iles ap art*  F o r in s ta n c e ,  when he  w r i te s

abou t R ic h s rd  D oulf, he s a y s ,  " I  m ett w ith  him in  London ab o u t f o r ty  y e e re a

ago” ; and on a n o th e r  o c c a s io n  he m entions t h a t  he bough t ^^rs# d iary 's  C o r b e t t 's

wedding r in g  o f f  R ichard  v^stkins, a London g o ld sm ith , who was th e  son o f
16

h i l l  ism  a tk i n s ,  th e  o h o tto n  gentleman*

Two o th e r  sons o f  * i l l l a m  a tk in s  a ls o  s e t t l e d  i n  th e  c a p i t a l ;  George 

a s  a t r a d e r ,  and ihomas, th e  youngest so n , a s  a r i c h  d i s t i l l e r #  O ther 

gen try ' f a m ille a  a l s o  e s ta b l is h e d  t h e i r  younger sons in  b u s in e s s  there* D an ie l 

G i t t in s  o f  C a s tle  Farm became a m erchant t a i l o r ,  and lluaq^hrey h a l l ,  th e  

youngest o f  th e  s i x  sons o f  Tbouias H all o f  L a ld e i 'to n , worked a s  a s i lv e r s m ith ;  

"hee i s  s s tro n g  man, and a S K illfu l  workman, b u t he lo v e s  d r in k s  to o  w e ll  to  

bee r ic h "#  (One wonders how Gough was a b le  to  g iv e  a q u ick  c iriaracte r-sicetch  

o f  p eo p le  who l iv e d  so  f a r  sw ay.; The . ic h e r le y s  o f  Louis to n  a l s o  s e n t  sons 

to  London* One was a p p re n tic e d , abou t t^xe m iddle o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n t

u ry , i n to  **s sm e ll t r s d e  w ith  s tu f f s  and s e r je y s  " a f t e r  h e  had fa th e re d  a

b a s ta rd  w h ile  s t i l l  a y o u th , b u t i t  was n o t lo n g  b e fo re  he  s e n t  f o r  h i s  g i r l
17

and a n r r i e d  her# a  r e l a t i o n  o f  h i s  was  t r a in e d  in  th e  I s *  a t  WMem* and  
16# (iough, pp*16g,  64- 63*
17* (k3ugh, pp* 119, 143- 4 4 ,  84- 35*
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y e t  a n o th e r ,  k i l l i a m  v.icioerlsy, (b o rn  a t  C liv e  b u t a la n d r  owner i n  h o u le  ton)

became a n o ta b le  p o e t i n  th e  Rea tort» t  ion  court*

üome fa rm e rs ' boys a l s o  went to  tlie  c a p i t a l  in  se a rc h  o f  a fo r tu n e  and

a more e x c i t in g  l i f e ;  though th is  s e c t io n  o f  th e  conm unity was th e  l e a s t

l i k e l y  to  t e a r  up i t s  r o o ts .  The tenem en t-fa rm ers formed th e  bu lk  o f  th e

conm unity, b u t  Gough only  r e f e r s  to  s ix  fa m ilie s  who had members i n  th e

w  p i  t e l .  . t i l l ia m  i r e e c e ,  tlie  son o f  G r i f f i t h  ep  R e ^ e  o f  Kewton, was

a p p re n t ic e d  to  a London g o ld sm ith , l a t e  in  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry . F i f t y

y e a rs  l a t e r ,  M ichael, th e  second son  o f  Thomas Ju x  o f  h e * to n , yeoman, a l s o

w ent to  s e rv e  an  a p p re n t ic e s h ip , b u t ended up be ing  hanged f o r  a c rim e.

l i is  nephew, Thomas Ju x , was app re riticed  to  a London le a  t h e r - s e l l e r ,  b u t  he

to o  came to  an  un tim ely  end when he  was k i l l e d  d u rin g  a r i o t  on Tower H i l l

i n  th e  l 6 6 c 's .  Thomas and uamuel Forms to n , two o f  th e  younger sons o f  a

Mart on fa rm e r, a ls o  w ent to  l iv e  in  the  c a p i ta l#  Thomas was a n  ironzionger,

b u t d ie d  o f  th e  pla^;ue i n  th e  1630' s ,  and h i s  b r o th e r  h a s te n e d  away, back  to  
18

h i s  own p a r i s h .  One wonders w hether o th e r  p eo p le  l iv e d  w ith  r e l a t i o n s  i n

th e  c a p i t a l  f o r  a s h o r t  w h ile  b e fo re  re tu rn in g  to  t h e i r  n a t iv e  coun ty .

william L o v e tt ,  th e  son o f  the y d d le  b ailiff, s e t t l e d  i n  London d u rin g

th e  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v en te en th  c e n tu iy , a f t e r  s e rv in g  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  a s

a s o l d i e r .  O ther boys w ent to  be cocks. R ich a rd  A oulf se rv e d  a L o o t t i s h

lo r d  in  L in c o ln 's  Inn  S quare  and found a jo b  th e re  f o r  h i s  b ro th e r ,  i - r th u r ,

end R ich a rd  Haywerd, a you%%er son o f  th e  s a ld e r to n  yeoMsa, se rv e d  B lehep 

18# Gough, pp. 11, 34, 196-98.
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Juxon b e fo re  th e  C iv il  a r e  and was r e a to re d  to  h ia  s e r v ic e  when he  was

made a rc h b ish o p  upon th e  R e s to ra tio n . R ichard  came back  to  B la d e rto n

upon Id s  r e t i r e m e n t .  H is b ro th e r .  H airy , was a woodaonger In  London, d id

very  w e ll  f o r  a tim e , b u t  th en  went bank rup t and f le d  to  I r e la n d .  L%eir

n ie c e , l i z a b e th ,  a ls o  axived to  th e  c a p i ta l  upon h e r  second  m a rria g e , and

two Haywards o f  th e  n e x t g e n e ra tio n  se rv ed  a p p ro i t lc o a h lp s  th e r e  to  a s i l v e r

w ire -d ra w e r and a s i l v e r  r e f i n e r .  The l a t t e r  one e v e n tu a l ly  r e tu rn e d  to  
19

u h ro p sh ire .

Gough m entions two o th e r  g i r l s  who l e f t  th e  p a r is h  and  s e t t l e d  in  

London. Henry T a y lo r 's  d a u g h te r, Mary, l e f t  D iv lin  hOod in  th e  mid

seven  te  e n ^  c e n tu ry , and  J u d i th  More o f  f a g le  Farm removed w ith  h e r  husband
2L

a g e n e ra t io n  o r  so  l a t e r .  dome la b o u re rs  a ls o  moved on to  th e  m e tro p o lis .

T here  w ere many tc m ^ ra r y  la b o u re rs  in  j y d d le  i n  the  la  t e - s ix  te e n th  and th e

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  and  i t  i s  im p o ssib le  to  say  where they  e l l  came from

o r  where th e y  went a f t e r  le a v in g  th e  p a r is h . vjough was p r im a r ily  concerned

w ith  th e  lo n g -e s ta b l is h e d  f a m il ie s ,  b u t he  does m ention th re e  la b o u re rs  who

w ent t o  l i v e  i n  i^ondon. R ichard  x ;ickerton , whose f a th e r  l iv e d  i n  a c o t ta g e

in  Pyddle v i l l a g e  in  th e  la te - s e v e n te e th  c e n tu ry , mbb a hard -w ork ing  man who

found employment w ith  a r e f i n e r  o f  s i l v e r  in  London and d id  w e ll  th e r e .

i i f t e r  many y e a rs  a s  a s o l d i e r  and s e rv a n t ,  Bartholomew I l e r c e  l e f t  f o r

London in  th e  l6 6 o * s, r e jo in e d  the  a rn y , and was g a rr is o n e d  i n  th e  Tower f o r
21

some tim e b e fo re  se rv in g  in  T ang iers . F in a l ly ,  Mary D av is , th e  on ly  c h i ld

19 .  Gough, pp. 135, 1C6, 122- 24.
20 . Gough, pp. 131,  68 .
2 1 . Gough, pp . 39, 6 c - 6 l .
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o f  F rank  D avis o f  C a s tle  Farm C ottage, ixisrried s  S h ro p sh ire  man in  th e

la  t e - s  e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  ,  and  went w itii him to  Bondo% w here she  m a in ta in e d

h e r s e l f  ve ry  w e ll  a f t e r  h i s  d ea th  by h e r  own la b o u r .

Y et o th e rs  f l e d  t o  London to  escape tro u b le  i n  t h e i r  own p e r is h .  Gough

quo tes th r e e  examples from th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . A second Thomas

Forms to n  l e f t  ly d d le  to  s e l l  a le  in  C sw estry , b u t  he g o t  so  f a r  i n  d e b t t h a t

he f l e d  t o  th e  c a p i t a l ,  le a v in g  h is  w ife  beiiind  him. ^ b o u t th e  same tim e ,

Andrew, th e  f i f t h  son  o f  Thomas lia 11 o f  B s ld e r to n , and a journeym en g lo v e r

and s k in n e r ,  d rank  h im s e lf  i n to  d ^ t  and  l e f t  h u r r ie d ly  f o r  th e  g r e e t  c i t y .

Then, Dhomas F ardo  o f  B u rl to n  a ls o  decided  to  go , a f t e r  f a th e r in g  a b a s ta r d

i n  Plyddle p a r is h .  He became ver> r io h  i n  London; " i t  was th o u g h t t h a t  hee

was w orth  se v e re  11 thousands o f  pounds i n  houses and t i n b e r ,  w hidi he had  in

h is  tim b e r y a rd  i n  bouthew idk . But hee b ro ak e , and was la  yd in  p r i s o n ,  and 
22

d ie d  p o o re" .

itsny y e a rs  e a r l i e r ,  th e  r e c to r ,  Ihomas L ore , had a l s o  been fo rc e d  to  

f l e e  to  London upon th e  outbreak, o f tlxe C iv i l  » a r e .  lA&rlier in fo rm a tio n  i s  

la c k in g . ih e  on ly  exai£ple t h a t  Gough w r i te s  a b o u t t h a t  r e l a t e s  to  th e  

s ix te e n th  oentuxy i s  th a t  o f  ELks o f x jw ck in  (who had la n d  i n  M arton;,  who 

m urdered a a r to n  s e rv a n t  g i r l  and escaped a long  th e  ro ad  to  London, lie was

cau g h t i n  h e r t f o r d s h i r e ,  and  h is  ro u te  had o b v io u sly  been a long  th e  o ld

t^ a tlin g  w t r e a t ,  w hid i was a d i r e c t  l in k  betw een -.hrewsbury and  tlie c a p i t a l .

The d is ta n c e  m ight have been  g r e a t ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  th e r e  was a re a so n a b le  and 

d i r e c t  ro a d , judged  by tlie  s ta n d a rd s  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie #

22 .  ik)ugh, pp. 146, 144, 57*
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T here  wea p ro b ab ly  a r e g u la r  flow o f  t r a f f i c  a long  i t ,  an d  Gough quote# 

one w am ple o f  auch a u a e r j  John P o d en 's  fam ily  "cane t o  l i v e  in  Mr# L y a te r 'a  

c h e i f e  f a m e  in  B roughton, where th ey  k ep t a good a to c k e  o f  cowa and a good 

te a  me o f  h o re e s  w ith  w hid i hee  c a r ry  ed good# to  London; th e y  were in  a v e ry
23

th r iv e in g  co n d itio n "#  I t  was c a r r i e r s  such a s  th e s e  who e sc o r te d  p eo p le

t o  London and who d e liv e re d  m essages from f r ie n d s  and r e la t io n s #  Myddle we#

n o t q u i te  a s  ro o o te  from  th e  c e n t r e  o f  n a tio n a l  a f f a i r s  a s  m ight be imagined#

The m ajo r n a t io n a l  c r i s i s  o f  th e  p e r io d  under d is c u s s io n  was th e  C iv i l

mar o f  th e  1 6 4 0 'a# kydd le  i s  a good i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  how f a r  a r u r a l  coconunr

i t y  co u ld  be  in v o lv e d , a c t iv e ly  o r  o therw ise#  >nd i n  such  a tim e o f  s t r e s s ,

p o l i t i c a l  and r e l ig io u s  a t t i t u d e s  o re  more r e a d i ly  rev ea led #

In  th e  suramer o f  1642 C h arle s  I  moved h is  h e a d q u a rte rs  from N ottingham

to  Shrew sbury , and S h iropsh ire  rem ained la r g e ly  under r o y a l i s t  c o n tro l  u n t i l

th e  c a s t l e  f i n a l l y  f e l l  i n  1643# Cr* Jem iary  1643 a form  o f  p r o t e s ta t i o n

was imposed upon "many hundred  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  Shrewsbury" by  S i r  F ra n c is
24

C t t le y ,  and  th o se  who re fu s e d  to  s ig n  were th re a te n e d  w ith  death# The form 

ra n , " I ,  A#B#, do i n  th e  p resen ce  o f  A lm ighty God p r o t e s t  and acknowledge 

w ith o u t any m ental r e s e r v a t io n  t h a t  I  do d e te s t  and ab h o r th e  n o to r io u s  

r e b e l l io n  w hich goes under tlie  name o f  th e  P a rliam en t arm y, and  w i l l  w ith  ay 

whole fo rc e  and  means t o  th e  u tte rm o a t o f  my power w ith s ta n d  t h e i r  inqpious 

r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t  o u r m ost g ra c io u s  so v e re ig n , Lord King C h a r le s , our x r o te s ta #

23# Gough, p# 162.
24# C a le n d ar b t a t s  Papers# Domestic Leriesj Charles I ,  (1 8) ,  1641 -4 3 , p#437*
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r e l i g io n ,  o u r law s o f  th e  la n d , o u r j u s t  p r iv i l e g e s  o f  x a r i l s  m ent, and 

l i b e r t y  o f  th e  su b jec t"#

I t  was in  t h i s  atm osphere t h a t  a fo rc e  was r a i s e d  f o r  th e  king# Twenty 

men w ent from th e  i^erish  o f  r id d le  t o  f i g h t  on th e  r o y a l i s t  s i d e ,  and t h i r t 

een o f  them were k i l l e d  in  ac tio n #  Very few fo u g h t on th e  p e r i ls m e n ta ry  

s id e  (none  was k i l l e d , , and  ^ r a n c is  - a tk in s  o f  S h o tto n  H a ll was th e  on ly  

person  o f  a^y s ta n d in g  in  th e  p a r is h  to  a c t iv e ly  sym path ise  w ith  th e  p a r l i a 

m entary cause# Gough co u ld  remember a s  a boy se e in g  a g r e a t  assem bly  on 

!.<yddle H i l l  th a t  had been  c a l le d  to  r a i s e  a fo rc e  f o r  th e  king# " S i r  Iw ul 

H a rr is  s o i t  o u t w a rran ts  r e q u ir in g  o r  oocxnanding a l l  men, b o th  h o u seh o ld e rs  

w ith  t h e i r e  so n s , and s e r v a n ts ,  and  s o jo u rn e rs ,  and o th e rs  w i th in  the  

Hundred o f  l im h iU  th a t  were betw een th e  age o f  l6  and th r e e  s c o re  to  a p p ea rs  

on a c e r t a i n e  day upon la d d ie  H ill#  I  was th e n  a you th  o f  a b o u t 8 o r  9 y e a rs  

o f  age [1642- 4^ ,  and X w ent to  see  th iis  g r e a t  show# And th e re  I  saw a 

m u lt i tu d e  o f  men, and upon th e  h ig lie s t  banks o f  th e  h i l l  I  saw a o b e r t  More 

o f  E ag le  Farm, [the b ro th e r  o f  th e  r e c to i^  s ta n d in g  w ith  a p a p e r i n  h i s  hand, 

and th re e  o r  fo u r  s o l d i e r 's  p ik e s , s t ic k e d  u p r ig h t  in  th e  ground by hind an d  

th e re  hee made s  p ro c la m a tio n , t h a t  i f  any p e rso n  would se rv e  th e  ; in g ,  a s  a
25

s o l d i e r  in  tlie  w ars, hee sh o u ld  have 14 g ro a ts  a weeke f o r  h i s  pay"# More 

was soon  to  d ie  in  a p a rliam e n ta ry  g a o l,  and h is  b r o th e r  was e je c te d  from 

h is  l iv in g #

J ^ e re  was su p p o rt f o r  th e  p e r l le m e n te r ia n s ,  however, in  o th e r  p o r t s  o f  

th e  co u n ty , and they  were s tro n g  enough to  e s t a b l i s h  a g a r r i s o n  o f  20C 

25# Gough, p # 6 7 #
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CfaVfeiry and 4C0 in f a n t r y  a t  diem* I n  th e  sp r in g  o f  1644, I  r in c e  R upert

lai4 3 i% e  to  t h i s  g a r r is o n  and on occasiona  .rade h ia  rendezvous on

liolloway H ills #  500 s o ld ie r e  from u a rw ic k sh ire  and 500 from S ta f f o r d s h i r e

w ere s e n t  to  r e l i e v e  th e  g a r r is o n  and th e  r o y a l i s t s  w ere fo rc e d  to  w ithdraw .

By 27th# Ju n e , 1644, " th e  High S h e r i f f  and g e n try  o f  Salop" w ere p e t i t io n in g

th e  k ing  o v e r  th e  " d i s t r e s s e d  co n d itio n "  o f  th e  county end  th e  power o f  th e  
26

r e b e ls  i n  i t#  I t  was from th e  base  a t  %em t h a t  Shream bury C a s t le  f i n a l l y  

f e l l  in  1645 and th e  sk irm ish in g  came to  an end# P a rlia m e n ta ry  c o n tro l  was 

e s ta b l is h e d  o v e r th e  c o u n ty , and one consequence f o r  //iyddle was thiSt i n  th e  

fo llo w in g  y e a r  th e  a b se n te e  r e c to r ,  Thomas Vbre, was e je c te d  from h i s  l iv in g  

and th e  N on-conform ist p re a c h e r , Joshua R io liardson, was i n s t a l l e d  i n  h i s  

p lace# O f more im m ediate i n e r t a n c e  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  a p e r io d  o f  much 

in co n v e n ie n ce , pexvonal tra g e d y , and o c c a s io n a l h a rd sh ip  had a lm o st come to  

an  end, though th e  breeii-dow n o f  m anoria l c o n tro l  was to  l a s t  a n o th e r  few 

years#

Jo h n , th e  E a rl o f  B r id g w a te r ,  was an o ld  man who had  l e d  a r e t i r e d  

l i f e  upon th e  o u tb reak  o f  th e  C iv i l  v«ars, bu t h i s  so n  and  namesake, was an
27

a c t iv e  r o y a l i s t ,  who was a r r e s t e d  in  1651# ; f t e r  a d e te i l e d  s tu d y  o f  th e

Bridgewater estates in  noz*th Shropshire during the C iv il V<ers, Mr# E#Hopkins

has concluded  th a t  th e  w ars b ro u g h t fo u r  y e a rs  o f  economic d i s lo c a t io n ,  d u rin g

w hich tim e  r e n t s  were u n c o lle c te d ,  some lan d s  were u n t i l l e d ,  c ro p s were
28

aM#K#d. and ftwlXi#» # u fftrtd  » t  th* hand» o f  p lundiH w  «old lm ». H#
C a le n d er S t e t e  FX pere, Domeetio ü e r l e e ,  C harles I ,  (19) « 164X, pp«
3 4 , 3 9 , 111, 282-63 .

27. ü .L ee, uLotloaery o f  Betionel üloarealur. I ondon, 19C0.
23. K.Hopldns, '%e BrldMWeter ! State# la jjorth  Shropshire toAnn the

ahrops. Arch. J n l .. LTi. 1957-60. on.308-13.
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q u o tes  examples from e su rv ey  o f 1650, when ic h a rd  Mstthews o f  New s r to n  

c la im ed  t o  have " l o s t  a l l  by  th e  wars" and cou ld  n o t pay th e  f in e  f o r  a new 

le a s e ;  when John Tonna o f  Colemere " a c q u itta n c e s  a l l  l o s t  by th e  p r in c e 's  

©my -  l o s t  a l l  by th e  w a r r s ,  n o t a regg  l e f t " ;  and when O liv e r  H a rr iso n  

o f  Kcnwick hark  p leaded  t h a t  he wes "undone by p lu n d er and f i r e " * R iese  

t a l e s  show th e  d i s t r e s s  t h a t  cou ld  be  caused  to  in d iv id u a ls ,  though they  

were n o t  ty p ic a l  o f  n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  as  a whole*

The re c o rd s  o f  lo c a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  in  th e  1640*8 cea se  to  be  a s  fU ll

a s  th ey  had been  j u s t  b e fo re  th e  ware* / f t e r  a d e ta i l e d  s e r i e s  from 1638 

to  1641 th e r e  a re  no r e n t a l s ,  and very  few o th e r  m anoria l reo o rd s  u n t i l  

1650# T here a r e  no w i l l s  and in v e n to r ie s  f o r  th e  C iv i l  * a r  and Coomonwealth 

p e r io d , though they  do s u rv iv e  f o r  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  d io c e s e . The p a r i s h  

r e g i s t e r s  a ls o  p e te r  o u t du rin g  th e  p e r io d  1642-47, though a s  b is h o p 's  

t r a n s c r i p t s  s u rv iv e  from I 647 onwards th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  o r ig in a l  r e g i s t e r s  

f o r  t h a t  p e r io d  a re  m iss in g  canno t b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  any n e g lig en c e  a t  th e  

time* The absence o f  ^ e s e  rec o rd s  su g g est a breakdown i n  the s e rv ic e s  o f  

th e  l o c a l  conmunity* Gough w ro te  t l i a t  w illia m  T y le r  re fiased  to  pay h i s  

r e n t  to  John  Konely f o r  a tenem ent t l i s t  he h e ld  o f  him , and  t h a t  "Nonely 

knew n o t what to  doe, i t  b e in g  in  th e  hee te  o f  th e  w arrs"* Kconooic h a rd 

s h ip  i s  a l s o  su g g e s te d  by  th e  e f f o r t s  made to  c u l t i v a t e  p e r t  o f  IVyddlewood

Comnon tow ards th e  end o f  th e  w ars, b u t  th i s  was a tim e o f  " g r e e t  d e a r th  and

p lague" i n  O sw estry, and h a rv e s t  f a i l u r e  had p robab ly  r e s u l te d  from  n a tu r a l
29

re a so n s  r a t h e r  th a n  from  c i v i l  s t r i f e *  T his was a tim e when hsrvem ts were

2 9 *  Gough, p p .  1 1 2 ,  3 3 #
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d e f i c i e n t  a l l  over th e  country*

Cough's commente chow th a t  th e  s u f fe r ir ig  o f  some in d iv id u a ls  was 

very  re e l#  ic h a rd  h ic h e r le y  o f  h o u ls to n  "w©s tro u b le d  in  th e  tim e o f  th e  

wars w ith  thie o u trag e s  and p lu n d e rin g s  o f  s o l d i e r s  on b o th  p a r t i e s  ( a s  a l l  

r i c h  men were) and s e e in g  h i s  goods and h o rse s  tak en  away, and  h ia  money 

consumed i n  pay ing  ta x e s ,  hee  tooke  an  extreem e g r e i f e  and dyed". Men who 

were n e u tr a l  in  t h e i r  sym ^jathies co u ld  s u f f e r  a s  much a s  th e  a c t i v i s t s  who 

found the iase lves on th e  lo s in g  s id e .  Gough q u o te s  a n o th e r  c a s e , when 

R ichard  F ie tch e tt o f  lep lo w , th e  g ra n d fb th e r  o f  e Newton mt.n, removed from 

th e r e  "b e e fo re  h i s  l e a s e  was expyred; f o r  hee was so  p lagued  and p lu n d ered  

by the  s o ld ie r s  in  th e  w erre  tim e , th a t  he was fo rc e d  to  remove to  Shrews

b u ry " . ;,nd Myddle s u f f e r e d  w o rs t o f  a l l  a t  th e  hands o f  one o f  i t s  own 

so n s , h a th a n ie l ,  th e  son  o f  John  Owen". The f a t h e r  was h a n g 'd  b e fo re  th e  

w a rrs , and th e  so n  deserv ed  i t  i n  th e  w a rrs , f o r  hee was a Ca ta  l i n e  to  h i s  

owne c o u n try . H is common p r a c t ic e  was to  come by n ig h t  w ith  a p a r ty  o f  

h o rse  to  some n e ig h b o u r 's  house and  b reake  open th e  d o o res , ta k e  w hat th ey  

p le a s e d , an d  i f  th e  man o f  th e  house was found , th ey  c a rry e d  him to  p r is o n ,  

from whence he oou ld  n o t bee r e le a s e d  w ith o u t a Hansome in  money# so e  th a t

noe man h e re  a b o u t was s a f e  from  him in  h is  bed# and many d id  fo rsa k e
30

t h e i r  owne hou ses” .  O tliers had bedding  ta k e n  f o r  th e  s o ld ie r s  i n  v a rio u s  

g a r r i s o n s ,  a s  when th e  A lb r ig h t  iiussey  s o ld i e r s  came t o  Hew to n ,  o r  Shra 

w ard !ne C a s t le  men oame to  lly d d le .

3G. Gough, pp. 84, 13c, 39*
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T his breakdown o f  lo c a l  govercunarit may su g g e s t one re a so n  why th e  k ing

d id  n o t f in d  more su p p o rt th an  he  d id , f o r  i n  p a r lia m e n t -  c o n tr o l le d  a re a s
31

th e re  was more o rd e r  than  t h i s .  An anonymous l e t t e r ,  d a te d  1 s t  O ctober,

1642,  shows how i l l —d is c ip l in e d  th e  r o y a l i s t  s o ld i e r s  were d u rih g  th e  opening

weeks o f  tlie  w ars. "Our C ountry i s  new in  a w ofu l c o n d it io n , by re a so n  o f

th e  m u lti tu d e  o f  s o u ld ie r s  d a i ly  b i l l e t e d  upon u s ,  bo th  o f  h o rse  end f o o ts  . . .

A11 th e  C ountry o v e r w i th in  12 o r  I4  m iles  o f  Shrew sbury a r e  fU ll o f

ü o u ld ie r s  . . .  we h e a r  one o u tra g e  o r  o tlie r  com m itted d a i ly ,  th ey  r id e  armed

up and down, w ith  sw ords, m uskets and  dragoones, to  th e  g r e a t  t e r r o r  o f  th e

p e o p le , t h a t  we sc a rc e  know how in  s a f e ty  to  go o u t  o f  d o o rs ; th ey  tak e  m en 's

h o rs e s ,  b re a x e  and p i l l a g e  m en's houses n ig h t and day in  an u n heard  o f

m aner, th ey  p re te n d  q u a r r e l l  w ith  the  Koundheads a s  they c a l l  them, b u t  f o r
32

au g h t 1 see  th ey  w i l l  s p a re  none i f  they may hope t o  have good b o u n ty " .

The men who went to  f i g h t  f o r  th e  k ing  were from  th e  hum blest ran k s  o f  

th e  community. Thonxis Ash o f  ; a r to n  j^ad once been a yeoman—fa rm e r, b u t h e  

had f a l l e n  i n to  d e b t and s o  he e n l i s t e d  to  earn  a wage. £>ut a t  th e  end o f
33

th e  w ars "hee b ro u g h t n o th in g  home b u t  © c razy  body and mai\y s c a r s " .

T h ir te e n  o tlie rs  never re tu rn e d ; s e v e ra l  o f  them w ere k i l l e d  i n  m inor b a t t l e s  

i n  t h e i r  ca/n co u n ty , one d ied  a t  - .d g e h ill, and o th e r»  w ere sim ply  nev er 

h e a rd  o f  a g a in  end w ere, th e r e f o re ,  presumed dead . Thomas Forms ton  was th e  

so n  o f  a a r to n  fa rm e r, R ichard  Olialoner was tlie  b a s ta r d  son  o f  th e  My d o le

31.  i n f .  i r o f .  A .^ .* h v e ritt.
32.  Q uoted by r s .  d tackhoune . c to n , Ths ^ r r i s o n a  o f  8hro t@ hlr»  IXirlng 

th e  C iv i l  . .a r t  1642-48. Shrew sbury, 1867, p .9 .
33. Gougli, p . 147.
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c o o p e r, i ^ t h a n ie l  Gwen's f a th e r  was John Gwen who was hanged f o r  s t e a l i n g

h o r s e s ,  Reece Vaughan was a w eaver, Thoims T ay lo r, John  B enion, and "an

i d l e  s t r a n g e r "  who worked a t  v a r io u s  p la c e s  in  th e  p a r ia h  w ere t a i l o r s ,

John  A rth u rs  was a s e r v a n t ,  Thomas Hayward was th e  b r o th e r  o f  an  in n -k e e p e r ,

and R ichard  end Thomas Jux were a l s o  b o m  and b re d  i n  an  1% a, f i n a l l y ,
34

h i l l i a m  i-eece, o r  Scoggsn -  o f- th e -G o b lirv H o le  a s  he wte nown, l e f t  h i s  

cave w ith  h ia  th r e e  sons to  f i g h t  f o r  h ia  king* Two o f  th e  sons were k i l l e d ,  

th e  t h i r d  was harjged s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  f o r  s t e a l in g  h o rs e s ,  b u t  th e  f s t l i e r  

su rv ived*  hone o f  th e  few who fo u g h t on th e  ija r lia m e n ta ry  s id e  was k i l l e d ,  

b u t  Jo h n , the  son  o f  Thomas Mould o f  kyddlewood, was c r i p p l e  w ith  a le g  

wound*

i 11 th e s e  men met t h e i r  death  o u ts id e  th e  p a rish *  "T here happened 

noe c o n s id e ra b le  a c t  o f  h o s t i l i t y  in  t h i s  p a r is h  d u re in g  th e  tim e o f  th e
35

w a rre s , sav e  one ly  one sm all a k ix ^ g e ,  in  la d d ie ,  p e r t  o f  wliich I  saw"#

C o m et C o l l in s ,  an Ir ish m an , o f te n  oame w ith  a p a r ty  in to  th e  p e r is h  from a 

n ea ib y  r o y a l i s t  g a r r i s o n  t o  t»ke p ro v is io n s ,  b e d d in g , c a t t l e ,  end a n y th in g  

t h a t  took h i s  fancy* On th e  day b e fo re  t h i s  sk irm ish  he had been lo o k in g  

f o r  b ed d in g , and when l e r g a r e t ,  th e  w ife  o f  A lan C h a lo n e r, th e  b la c k sm ith ,

"had b ro u g h t o u t and shewed him h e r  b e s t  bedd, hee th in k in g  i t  to o  c o u rs e , 

c a s t  i t  i n to  th e  la k e ,  b e fo re  th e  d o o re , and tro e d  i t  under h i s  h o rse  fe e t"#  

The fo l lo w l%  day, C o ll in s  was a g a in  in  Myddle w ith  sev en  s o l d i e r s ,  when th ey  

w ere a tta c K e d  by  e ig h t  p a r l ia m e n ta r ia n s . C o llin s  was s h o t  and la y  ^ i n g  on

34# ocoggan was th e  name o f  Edward IV 's  je s te r#
33# Gough, p#4G#
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th e  v e ry  bed he Imd sc o rn e d , one h o rse  was k i l l e d ,  and two p r is o n e rs  ta k e n . 

These p r is o n e rs  were found to  be I r i s h ,  and a s  a p a r l ia m e n ta ry  decree  had 

p r o h ib i te d  a l l  Irishm en  from se rv in g  in  the r o y a l i s t  a m y ,  upon p a in  o f  

d e a th , they we%  ̂ sum m arily e x eo jte d  a t  Viem. In  a l l ,  t h i r t e e n  ir ish m en  w ere 

hanged a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  d e c re e , and so  1 r in c e  liu p e r t  hanged t l i i r te e n  

p a r l ia m e n ta r ia n s , tak en  p r is o n e r  i n  S h ro p sh ire , i n  revenge* The p r in c e  

v i s i t e d  .y d d le  tw ice d u rin g  th e  w ars, making h ie  rendezvous w ith  h i s  tro o p s  

on Holloway H i l l s  b e fo re  moving on to  Cockshutt*

The C iv i l  ihsrs made a b ig  im p ress io n  upon tlie  coiaaunity o f  iy d d le#

Gough w r i te s  o f  i t  a s  a landm ark, and l i a  numerous re fe re n c e s  show th a t  he 

was f u l ly  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  is s u e s  in v o lv e d  and th e  co u rse  o f  n a t io n a l  

e v e n ts , which a r e  b ro u g h t to  l i f e  by th e  v iv id n e ss  o f  h i s  boyhood m aoories*

But th e  w ars had l i t t l e  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  upon the  lo c a l  community, and th e  

..yddle  o f  th e  R e s to ra t io n  p e rio d  was n o t much d i f f e r e n t  from t l i a t  o f  th e  

pre-'/ious two g e n e ra tio n s*  T here  was a p o p u la tio n  in c re a s e  and th e  in e v i t a b l e  

changes th a t  shy  p e r io d  o f  tiic e  would have b ro u g lit, b u t du ring  the r e ig n s  o f  

th e  l a t e r  u t u a r t s ,  Wie same fa m ilie s  l iv e d  in  th e  same ferrrs, ten em en ts , and 

c o tta g e s  as  b e fo re  th e  w ars , th e  le n d  was farm ed w ith  few in n o v a tio n s , th e  

church  s e rv ic e s  r e v e r te d  t o  t h e i r  t^^revious form , and  th e  seme s e t  o f  o f f i c i a l s  

a d m in is te re d  tlie  pa riah*  Joshua P ich ard so n  l o s t  h i s  l iv in g  by r e fu s in g  

to  conform , b u t rV encis n e tk in e  took an honoured p la c e  amongst h i s  g e n try  

f r ie n d s*  Ho r o y a l i s t s  had to  compound f o r  t h e i r  e s t a t e s ,  and no p a rliam e n t*  

a l i e n s  w ere p e n a l is e d  a f t e r  tlie  R esto ra tio n *  T here had  been few d iv is io n s  

w ith in  th e  community d u rih g  th e  w ar, and  no a p p a re n t  b i t t e r n e s s  a f t e r  i t#
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The m ental w orld  was la r g e ly  co n d itio n ed  by such c r u c i a l  dem ographic 

f a c to r s  a s  expectancy  o f  l i l 'e ,  age a t  m arriag e , and s i z e  o f  fbedly* The 

d i f f i c u l t  ta s k  o f  p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t such m a tte rs  must now be 

a tte m p te d .

The d io ce sa n  cen su s r e tu rn s  f o r  1$63 p ro v id e  a b a s e - f ig u r e  o f  c*340 

f o r  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  p a r is h , in c lu d in g  th e  C hapelry  o f  h ad n a ll#  

a n o th e r  b a s e - f ig u r e  o f  e .6 c c  has been  e s tim a ted  f o r  th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry , though t h i s  i s  n o t  a s  r e l i a b l e  a s  th e  e a r l i e r  one. These two b a se -  

f ig u re s  a llow  some com parison to  be made betw een th e  b a p tism , b u r i a l ,  and  

m arriag e  r a t e s  w ith in  ]<Iyddle, and a ls o  betw een F ydd le , and o th e r  commun!t ia » .

The p a r is h  r e g i s t e r s  f o r  the p e rio d  1341-6C have to o  many gaps to  be  

u sed  a s t i s f b c t o r i l y ,  b u t th e  p e rio d  1561-80 seems t o  have been a s  c o m p le te ly  

rec o rd ed  a s  one m ight rea so n a b ly  e x p ec t. Luring t h a t  tim e th e re  w ere I 6 l  

b a p tism s , 169 b u r i a l s ,  and 34 m arriages* Using th e  b a s e - f ig u r e  o f  C.34L 

p o p u la t io n , t h i s  g iv e s  a b a p tis c r - ra te  o f 24 p e r 1 ,0 0 6 , a b u r i a l - r a t e  o f  25 

p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , and a n a e r r ls g e - ra te  o f  5 p e r  1 ,000 . I t  i s  g e n e ra l ly  acknow ledged 

t h a t  p a r is h  r e ^ j is te r s  u n d e r-re c o rd  bo th  bap tism s and b u r i a l s ,  and  s o  th e
36

f ig u r e s  ought to  be  somewhat i n f la te d .  working on J .T .K ra u s e 's  su  g e s t io n  

t h a t  b ap tism  f ig u r e s  ough t to  be in c re a se d  by te n -p e r c e n t ,  and  b u r i a l  f ig u re s  

by f iv e  p e rc e n t ,  th e  r e v is e d  b i r t h - r a t e  would be 28 p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , and th e  

d e a th - r a te  27 p e r  1,000. These a re  s t i l l  on ly  rough f ig u r e s ,  f o r  tlie  u n d e r-

r e p r e s e n ta t io n  m ight have been even more s e r io u s ,  end th e  b a a e - f ig u re  o f  340

36. J .T .K ro u se , ' Ttie Cliarutin^j: Adeouacv o f  E ng lish  R e i^ is tra t io n . 1690-1837* 
in  X o p u la tio n  i n  H is to ry V ed . D .V .G lass & D .F .C .E v e rs le y . pp. 379-93*
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m ig h t have been  re a c h e d  by using  to o  h igh  a m u l t i p l i e r  (5 ) f o r  th e  number 

o f  households# B ut even so , the  f ig u re s  a re  l i k e l y  t o  be  r e l i a b l e  a s  a 

rough g u id e , end  th e y  do show th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  was on ly  j u s t  m a in ta in in g  

i t s e l f #

The Ca;;ii>ridlge group has su g g ested  th a t  in  r u r a l  a re a s  th e  c ru d e  d e a th -  

r a t e  n e v e r f e l l  below 15 p e r  1 ,000 , and t h a t  th e  b i r t h - r a t e  was r a r e l y  below 

36 p e r  1,000* A m a r r la g e - re te  o f  8 p e r  1 ,000 has been  c o n s id e re d  to  be th e
37

m ost s t a b l e  o f  in d ic a to r s #  In  Kyddle, however, th e  m arriag e  f ig u r e s  a re  

th e  most u n re l ia b le #  The 1561-80 r a t e  o f  5 p e r  1 ,000  i s  r a th e r  low , su g g est

in g  an  av erag e  o f  f iv e  to  s ix  b i r t h s  p e r  fam ily ; b u t a hundred  y e a rs  l a t e r  

th e  m a rria g e -ira te  i s  lo w er s t i l l  a t  on ly  3 p e r 1 ,0 0 0 , and  a t  4  p e r  1 ,000 

d u rin g  th e  l a s t  two decades o f  th e  sev en teen th  cen tu ry#

I f  th e  b a s e - f ig u r e  o f  c#6cO i s  a cc ep ted  f o r  th e  la  te r-sev en teen th  c e n tu ry , 

th e n  betw een l6 6 l  and 16BC th e  b a p tism -ra te  was 23 p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , o r  26 p e r  

1 ,000 i f  one a llo w s  th e  same measure o f  u n d e r- re p re s e n ta tio n #  Between 

1681 and  1760 i t  was a b i t  h ig h e r  a t  28 p e r  1 ,000 , o r  29 pwr 1 ,0 0 0  a f t e r  

ad justm en t#  T his com pares w ith  th e  24 p e r  1 ,000 , in c re a s e d  to  28 p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , 

f o r  1561- 80* A f a i r l y  w ide m argin o f  e r r o r  must be  a llo w ed  f o r  a l l  th e se  

f ig u r e s ,  and , t l ie r e f o r e ,  th e re  does n o t seem to  have b een  a by e ig n i f io a n t  

change i n  th e  b i r t h - r a t e  between tlie  re ig n s  o f  Queen E liz a b e th  and th e  l a t e r  

u tu a r ts #

During th e  p e r io d  1561-80, th e  d e a th - r a te  had been 25 p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , r a i s e d  

to  27 p e r  1,000* Be"beeen th e  y e a rs  I 66I  and I 680 i t  had dropped q u i te  sub - 

37# In t ro d u c t io n  to  E n g lish  h i s t o r i c a l  demography, op# c i t .  p .54#
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s ta n t iw U y  to  19 o r  20 p e r  1,00C, r i s i n g  ©gsin d u rin g  th e  n ex t tw e n t^ y e e r  

p e r io d  to  23 o r  24 p e r  1,C(X)# There does seem to  have  been  a d e f i n i t e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  d e s th - r e te  was low er a f t e r  th e  l e s  to r s  t  io n  th en  i t  had 

been  a hundred  y e a rs  e a r l ie r *  The w o rs t o f  th e  h a rv e s t  c r i s e s  and th e  most 

dead ly  o f  th e  epidem los were th in g s  o f  Üie pest* b u t  t h i s  a lo n e  can n o t 

a cc o u n t f o r  th e  p o p u la tio n  r i s e  o f  the  mid- and la te - s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , 

w hich was la r g e ly  due to  a n  in f lu x  o f  lab o u rin g  fa m ilie s*

borne o f  t iie  f a m il ie s  o f  2,'yddle were rem arKsbly s t a b le  o v e r a long  p e rio d  

o f  time* The ten em en t-fa rm ers  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  form ed th e  w r e  o f  th e  community, 

and  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty  o n ly  w ent o u t o f  t h e i r  hands upon th e  d ea th  o f  th e  l a s t  

m ale h e ir*  hew owners o f  th e se  tenem ents o f te n  tu r n  o u t  to  have m a rr ie d  in to  

such a fam ily  and to  have  in h e r i te d  the  p ro p e r ty  when th e r e  was no s u rv iv in g  

son  t o  succeed* The c o n t r a s t  betw een such s t a b le  f a m il ie s  and th e  in c re a s in g  

ixundoers o f  tem porary  m ig ra n ts  o f  lab o u rin g  rank may h e lp  t o  e x p la in  th e  

d ich o to o ^  betw een p re s e n t  p o p u la r b e l i e f  i n  th e  perm anence o f  v i l l a g e  fa m ilie s  

and th e  f in d in g s  o f  modern h i s to r ia n s  o f  la r g e - s c a le  m o b ility *  F u rth e rm o re , 

t h i s  m o b il i ty  u s u a l ly  took  p la c e  on ly  over a s h o r t  d i s ta n c e ,  end  though fam il

i e s  may have moved o u t o f  tkie p a r is h  th e y  u s u a l ly  rem ained  w ith in  th e  ne igh 

bourhood*

i^n a n a ly s is  o f  o ld  and  new names found in  th e  b a p tism  and b u r i a l  re g 

i s t e r s  betw een 1341 and 17C1 r e v e a ls  some i n te r e s t i n g  f ig u re s*
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IX. ü ld  end  New 1 © fnilles. 1 3 U -1 7 tl

o ld F a m ilie s / a c à l l w Old 'e m ilie s

ho. i ln t r i e s ho . in  t r i  es Aemes .  E n tr ie s

1541-99 64 532 90 132 4 1 .8 80.0

1600-43 61 449 83 112 4 2 .4 8 0 .0

1647-1701 74 909 114 212 3 9 .4 8 1 .1

There i s  rem ark ab le  cor^mistency th roughou t th e  th re e  p e r io d s , f o r  tiie  

im m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  m id-a even teen  th  c en tu ry  i s  b a la n ce d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  some 

o f  th e  new ixam igrants o f  th e  E liz a b e th a n  p e rio d  had by th e n  s e t t l e d  down and 

become perm anent r e s id e n t s  them se lves. <^nly two o u t o f  every  f i v e  surnam es 

found i n  th e  r o i s t e r s  be longed  to  o ld - e s ta b l is h e d  f a m i l ie s ,  b u t i f  one looks 

a t  th e  t o t a l  number o f  e n t r i e s  i n  the  r e g i s te r s  th en  fo u r  o u t o f  ev ery  f iv e  

names a r e  i n s t a n t l y  re c o g n is a b le  a s  be long ing  t o  f a m il ie s  t h a t  w ere r e s id e n t  

i n  th e  p a r is h  o v e r f iv e  o r  s i x  g e n e re tio n s . I t  was t h ^  wAio p ro v id ed  th e  

s t a b i l i t y  and c o n t in u i ty  t h a t  one a s s o c ia te s  w ith  a p re - in d u s  t r i a  U s e d  ccciaunr 

i t y .  In  a r e a l  s e n s e  i t  was th ey  who were th e  community.

B ut th e se  s t a b le  fa  m i l l  ea d id  have a c t iv e  c o n n ec tio n s  w ith  Uie o u ts id e  

A orld , a s  has been  shown i n  th e  p rev io u s s e c t io n .  The m arriag e  r e g i s t e r s  

co n firm  th e  im p re ss io n  t h a t  th e re  was re g u la r  movement betw een a g roup  o f  

X ^ riah e s , and  t h a t  a lth o u g h  peop le  were v e ry  c o n sc io u s  o f  b e lo n g in g  to  a 

p a ro c h ia l  community, th e y  were a l s o  f a m i l ia r  w ith  a w id e r a re a  w here th ey  had
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f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i o n s ,  end whose i d e n t i ty  t^iey s iie re d . The fo llo w in g  ta b le  

end d ie  grams i l l u s t r a t e  th e  am r r i a g e - p a t te r n  f o r  th o s e  who w ere m a rrie d  in  

iy d d le  church  b e l^ e e n  1341 and 1701# I t  i s  n o t  com p le te  b ecau se  mahy 

p eo p le  from i.ydd le  w ere m arried  e lsew h ere , u s u a l ly  i n  th e  church  o f  t h e i r  

b rid e*  T h is means t h a t  th e re  i s  a pronounced b ia s  i n  th e  f ig u re s  tow ards 

th e  group where bo th  m arriag e  p a r tn e r s  were r e s id e n t  in  th e  p a r i s h .  However, 

th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l p a t t e r n  f o r  Uie o r ig in s  o f  husbands and w ives i s  n o t  l i k e l y  

t o  be  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .

X. Origin o f . . r t o w .  1541-1701

'#rlod

m i - i g a

ho.

16C0-L3

No.

1647-17G1

No.

Both p a r tn e r s  from 
Kyddle ( in c .  h ad n a ll) 46 4 1 .4 22 3 6 .1 53 4 7 .7

/ydd le  woman a 
S h ro p sh ire  man 55 49 .9 36 5 9 .0 35 3 1 .5

ydd le  woman a o u ts id e r 0 0 0 0 1 0 .9

^lyddle man a 
S h ro p sh ire  woman 4 3 .6 2 3 .3 10 9 .0

llyddle  man a o u ts id e r 1 0 .9 0 0 0 0

h e i th e r  in  p a r is h 4 .5 1 1 .6 12 3L0.5

T o ta l 111 61 111
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In  b o th  c a se s  where a &^ddle person  la  reco rd ed  m arry i%  someone 

from o u ts id e  th e  c o u n ty , th e  p a r tn e r  came from j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  b o rd e r  in  

t ie le s .  Gough r e f e r s  to  o tiie r  peop le  m arrying o u ts id e r s  who a r e  n o t r e 

co rd ed  in  th e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s ,  b u t i n  th e se  cases n e a r ly  a l l  th e  peo p le  

concerned  had perm anen tly  l e f t  th e  parish#  * here  n e i th e r  p a r tn e r  was 

r e s id e n t  in  Myddle, d u ring  th e  f i r s t  hundred y e a rs  a l l  tw elve  p e o p le  came 

from elsew here  i n  S h ro p s h ire , and d u ring  th e  l a t e r  p e r io d , i n  ev ery  c a s e , 

a t  l e a s t  one o f  th e  p a r tn e r s  was r e s id e n t  in  th e  county# I t  can  b e  r e a d i ly  

se e n  from th e  t a b l e  th a t  many % d d le  worr^n found husbands n o t  in  th e  p a r is h  

b u t  w ith in  t h a t  w id e r  a re a  th a t  embraces n o rth  S h ropsh ire#  The nunber o f  

wiyddle men who w ere m arried  i n  o th e r  Sl^iropshire chu rches would p ro b a b ly  a t  

l e a s t  equal th e  nunber o f  men who came from neigl'ibourlng p a r is h e s  to  b e  

m arried  in  }y dd le#  N early  everyone found a husband o r  w ife  w ith in  a ra d iu s  

o f  te n  m ile s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  d w e llin g , and moat came from  w ith in  th e  a re a  

c e n tr e d  upon th e  m arket-tow ns o f  Shrew sbury, E lle sm ere , and  %em# The 

p a t t e r n  does n o t change in  any s ig n i f i c a n t  way th ro u g h o u t th e  l6 C -y e a r 

p e r io d  betw een 1341 and 1701#

The g e n try  f a m il ie s  and some o f  the  sm a ll f r e e h o ld e r s  chose t h e i r  

b r id e s  and grooms from a w id e r a re a  than  d id  th e  ten em en t-fa rm ers  and  c r a f t s 

men# The o n ly  tim e t h a t  a menber o f  th e  G it t in s  fa m ily  m arried  someone 

from  i-yddle was when R ich a rd  G i t t in s  IV m arried  j^ l ic e  M ox^n o f  C a s t le  Ferm. 

O th e rw ise , th e y  found t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  from th a t  w id e r a re a  t h a t  in c lu d e d  

Shrew sbury, Fenim ere, r e n t r e  Morgan, hcneley , ,1 th y  f o r d ,  and E lle sm e re . Nor 

d id  th e  A to h e rle y s  e v e r  m arry a lo c a l  man o r  g i r l .  On th re e  o c c a s io n s  

they  m arried  i n  M ontgom eryshire, where tiiey had c lo s e  fam ily  c o n n e c tio n s .
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th r e e  o th e r  p a r tn e r s  came from ohrew abury, two from B u rl to n  and two from 

A o lv e r le y ,  one from n h itc h u rc h , one from hawks to n e , and one from C h e sh ire .

The Lowntons tw ice  m a rrie d  lo c a l  p eo p le  end tw ice  found s poussa i n  has to n , 

b u t  seven  o th e rs  w ent f u r th e r  a f i e l d  to  Shrewsbury, C liv e , C ondover, Irlawk- 

a to n e ,  i r i o r s  r e e ,  Aem, and ühawbury. T heir n e ig h b o u rs , th e  i^m iaes, a l s o  

m a rr ie d  lo c a l ly  on two o c c a s io n s , b u t  a ls o  found b r id e s  and grooms in  

B h ifn a l ,  Y orton , L i l l e s h a l l ,  u d c le a to n , Lee, C h e sh ire , and  F l i n t s h i r e .

The Haywards o f  B a ld e rto n  alw ays chose t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  from o u ts id e  th e  

p a r is h  b u t w ith in  th e  neighbourhood, b u t perhaps th e  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  

a l l  i s  p ro v id ed  by R ich a rd  Gough's own fam ily . The Goughs w ere r e s id e n t  

a t  NewtoR*oi>*the-Hill f o r  seven  g e ra t io n s ,  bu t n e v e r once d id  th e y  m arry 

someone from t h e i r  own p a r is h .  I h e i r  k in s  were w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t 

n o r th  B h ro p sh ire , and b r id e s  and grooms were tak en  from i c to n  R eynold 

( tw ic e ^ , Vteaton l u l l i n g f i e l d  ( tw ic e ) ,  Oswestry ( tw ic e ) ,  Ivuyton, C l iv e , 

Bhawbury, L i t t l e  N ess, ^dney , C ookshu tt, F dgbo lton , Beplow, C lay h o w ell, 

M easbury, a s ,  and  b asohu rch . R ichard  Gough may have been very  co n sc io u s 

o f  be long ing  to  Üie p a r is h  o f  ly d d le ,  b u t a t  th e  same tim e he had c lo s e  

fa m ily  c o n n ec tio n s  o v e r th e  whole neighbourhood.

F u r th e r  down th e  s o c i a l  s c a le ,  p a r tn e rs  were chosen  frcm a na rrow er 

g e o g re p h ic a l ra n g e . One o f  th e  C lay tons found a b r id e  i n  M eriden, b u t  th e  

o th e r  seven  m arriag e s  t h a t  a r e  rec o rd ed  f o r  t h i s  fa m ily  w ere a l l  w ith  peop le  

from % d d le . The Form atons o f  L hrton  m arried  lo c a l  p eo p le  on e ig^ it occas

io n s ,  and a ls o  chose  p a r tn e r s  from E llesm ere ( tw ic e ) ,  H ord ley , % elsh F rank  to n , 

and O sw estry. The B raynes m arried  f iv e  lo c a l  p eo p le  and th r e e  o th e r s  from 

n o r th  B h ro p sh ire ; and th e y  were ty p ic a l  o f  many o th e r s .  The C h a lo n e rs , a
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lo n g - r e s id e n t  fem ily  o f  b lac k sm ith s  end co o p ers , m arried  e le v en  lo c a l  

men and women, a n o th e r  fo u r  from the  ne ighbouring  tow nships o f  Lopping ton  

and B url to n , and th re e  more from only  a few m iles away.

Community t i e s  m ust have been g re a t ly  s tre n g th e n e d  by in te r -m a r r ia g e  

betw een th e  o ld  f a m il ie s  o f  th e  p a r is h . The C haloners had  k in s h ip  bonds 

w ith  th e  T y le rs  ( tw ic e ; .  Formatons ( tw ic e ; ,  H o u lfs , R sphases, l i e r o e s ,  

C la y to n s , and C la rk e s . The C lay tons were a l s o  r e l a t e d  th rough  m arriag e  

to  th e  T y le rs , J u x e s , i^ loyds, n rey n es , and H ordley s .  The ro rm sto n s were 

m a rrie d  to  J u x e s , P ie r c e s ,  h o rd le y s , iic K s to c k s , and  C h a lo n e rs , and th e  

Braynes had fam ily  t i e s  w ith  th e  T y le rs , L loyds, C la y to n s , E a to n s , and 

Devi es ea . M arriages b ro u g h t in d i r e c t  connec tions ea  w e ll;  th e  P ie rc e s  

b ro u g h t th e  Form atons i n to  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  Pluxigeons and th e  H ordleys 

b ro u g h t th e  Ashes n e a re r  to  th e  Fonostons and C lay to n s . iJk i n t r i c a t e  

web o f  r e l a t io n s h ip s  co n n ec ted  a l l  th e  lo n g -e s ta b l is h e d  f a m il ie s  who l iv e d  

i n  th e  sm all farm s and tenem en ts, and p e rso n a l f r ie n d s h ip s  betw een peop le  

who were n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  c lo s e  k in s  made th e  community even more co n sc io u s 

o f  i t s  s p e c ia l  i d e n t i t y .

Nor was ti^ere a s  much d iv is icm  betw een th e  g e n try  f a m il ie s  and  th e  

r e s t  a s  m ight b e  supposed  from th e  m a r r ia g e -p a t te m s . The sh a rp  d i s t i n c t 

io n s  o f th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  were much more b lu r r e d  in  ib d o r  and S tu a r t  

tim e s . Üie G i t t in s  and i^ tc h e rle y  fa m ilie s  m arried  p eo p le  o f  t h e i r  own 

s o c i a l  s t a tu s  o u ts id e  th e  p a r i s h ,  b u t o th e r  f r e e h o ld e r s  had k in s h ip  l in k s  

w ith  th e  yeomen and  husbandmen, and sotnetiiaes even w ith  th e  la b o u re r s .

The iianmers o f  P a r  to n  Farm , one o f  th e  most r e s p e c te d  g e n try  f a m il ie s  i n  

th e  p a r i s h ,  o a r r ie d  lo c a l  p eo p le  o f  a low er s o c ia l  s t a tu s  th a n  them selves
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on a t  l e a s t  th ree  occasions during the f i r s t  p a r t o f  the seventeenth  

century# b ill ia m  Hanmer, g e n t ., m arried a ry  baker, the daughter of a 

iVisrton yeoman, llu a ^ re y  hanmer, g e n t ., married the youngest daughter o f 

John Groome, the Bleep h a l l  yeoiran, and one of the hanmer daughters m arried 

Thomas Ash, a ! a r to n  farm er.

Younger sons and daughters o ften  had to  be content w ith a more hunhle

s ta tu s  than th a t  o f  th e  e ld es t c h ild . The remises o f ivlderton could alm ost

c a l l  themselves gentlem en, bu t in  the l6 4 h 's  two o f th e ir  younger sons were

cobb lers. s im ila r ly , Aiomas Jux of hewton, yeoman, m arried hiargaret

Twisse o f a s u b s ta n tia l  hadnall fam ily, early  in  the seventeenth  cen tury ,

b u t h is  s i s t e r ,  / . l ic e , m arried a weaver. This b lu rrin g  o f c la s s  d iv is io n s

i s  seen in  Richard Gough's own fam ily. His uncle, John, was "a d i l l ig e n t

lab o rieu se  person, and a parsing allm ost to  a f a u l t" ,  who liv ed  in  a sm all

tenement in  Brandwood as a poor husbandmen and labou re r. dut Jo h n 's

b ro th e r , L illiam  "was th e  weal thy ea t man of our fam ily", and as r ic h  as some 
38

gentlKDsn. Richard C o u p 's  s i s t e r ,  Dorothy, a lso  became w ealthy when she 

m arried a Briropshire g en t l  «nan. Msny of the younger sons o f th e  yeomen 

and husbandmen earned th e i r  liv in g  as labourers, and i t  was q u ite  common fo r  

# fam ily to  contain  men o f d if fe re n t occupations and so c ia l stand ing .

I t  i s  isqpossible to  provide ai\y r e a l i s t i c  s t a t i s t i c s  about th e  age o f 

m arriage fo r  2<‘yddle men and women. /h e re  d e f in i te  inform ation  i s  a v a ila b le , 

tiie sample i s  f a r  too sm all and the range o f ages too wide to  g iv e  the 

average shy r e a l  meaning. One's impression i s  th a t  most men and women in  

Tudor and S tu a r t  I^yddle were w ell in to  th e i r  tw enties before they  were

38. Gough, pp. ICO, lu3.
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m a rrie d . Teenage m arrlagea  w ere very  r a r e ,  though Gough q u o te s  th e  c a se

o f  a coup le  i n  h i s  own fam ily  who were m arried  so  young " t h a t  th e y  cou ld

n o t make p a ss in g  t h i r t y  y e e re s  beetweene them". They w ere a s  e x c e p tio n a l
39

a s  a n o th e r  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  who d id  n o t m arry u n t i l  he was 68 . These im

p re s s io n s  a g re e  w ith  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  o th e r  s tu d ie s ,  though m a rr ia g e  d id  n o t

have to  w a i t ,  a s  i s  som etim es im p lied , u n t i l  a young man co u ld  i n h e r i t  th e
40

fam ily  p ro p e r ty  from h is  f a th e r .  N ew ly-m arried coup les d id  n o t norm ally  

l i v e  w ith  t h e i r  in - la w s , u n le s s  an o ld  in f irm  p a re n t needed lo o k in g  a f t e r ,  

end th e y  w ent to  l i v e  e lsew h ere  u n t i l  the fam ily  h o ld in g  was t h e i r s .  Many 

o f  th an  w ent t o  l i v e  o u t o f  th e  p a r is h  u n t i l  th a t  tim e , and  G ough's e ld e s t  

son  nwy have been  fo llo w in g  a comnon p r a c t ic e  by go ing  to  l i v e  i n  Shrew sbury. 

Gough had in te n d e d  him to  i n h e r i t  h i#  tenem ent had he n o t d ie d  p rem a tu re ly .

Broken m arriag e s  were very  r a r e ,  and though u n tim e ly  d e a th  was much more 

common th a n  now, some m arriag es  la s te d  f o r  q u i te  a long  tim e . The le n g th

o f  m arriage  can b e  e s ta b l is h e d  f o r  35 o f th e  91 households l i s t e d  i n  th e  1672 

h e e r th - te x  r e tu r n s ,  i . e .  38g p e rc e n t. T h e ir  average  d u ra t io n  (b o th  m edian 

and num erica l) was 285 y e a r s .  This average m ight have b e w  much low er i f  

in f o n ia t io n  was a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  o th e r  56 h o u seh o ld s, b u t  even s o ,  a c o n s id 

e ra b le  p ro p o r t io n  o f  m arriag es l a s te d  long enough f o r  b o th  husband and w ife  

t o  become g ra n d p a re n ts , and a c h i ld  had a good chance o f  knowing a t  l e a s t  

one g ren d p a rw it on e i t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  fam ily . S ix te e n  c o u p le s  i n  th e  1672 

p r o f i l e  were m arried  f o r  ov e r 30 y e a rs , end o f  th e s e , fo u r  w ere  m arried  fo r

over 40 y e a r s .  Both ?.dlchael and Susan Brayne, and R ichard  and : :a rg s re t

39 .  Gough, pp . 103, 103*
4 0 . i . L a s l e t t ,  The „ o r ld  ..e Have L o s t.  London, I 965,  p . 90.
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Groome l iv e d  to g e th e r  f o r  a t  l e a s t  43 years» j b ra  ham and M artha Hanmer 

d ie d  w ith in  a week o f  each o th e r  a f t e r  a m arriag e  l a s t i n g  a b o u t 49 y e a rs ;  

end Thomas and e rg s  r e t  Highway, who were m arried  in  1659, had  been m arried  

f o r  54 y e a rs  and 2 months when Thomas d ie d  in  1714* H is widow d ie d  a

pauper 2s y e a rs  la te r *  ^11 fo u r  o f  tiie se  coup les came from  th e  tenem ent- 

farm er o r  la b o u r in g  c la s s .

F o u rteen  o f  th e  69 men who a re  d e f in i te ly  known to  have been  husbands

i n  1672 w ere m arried  laore th an  once* This compares w ith  th e  21 o f  th e  72
41

C layw orth  ( N o t t s . )  husbands who were m arried  a t  l e a s t  tw ice . R ich a rd  

R ogers o f  yddlewood was m arried  th ree  tim es and o u t l iv e d  a l l  h i s  w iv es, 

and  i^ranois D avies was l iv in g  w ith  h is  fo u r th  w ife  a t  th e  tim e o f  h is  d e a th . 

I f  a man was l e f t  a widower w ith  young c h ild re n  he tended  t o  rem arry , b u t  

i f  h is  c h i ld r e n  w ere o ld  enough to  s t a r t  work th en  he o f te n  rem ained  a 

widower a l l  h i s  l i f e *  R ichard  Gough d id  n o t rem arry  a lth o u g h  he o u t l iv e d  

h i s  w ife  by o v e r 27 y e a r s ,  and indrew  D avies, who had been m arried  f o r  14 

y e a r s ,  was a widower f o r  a n o th e r  33* in  th e  1672 p r o f i l e ,  A illia m  a ts o n , 

D a n ie l T i l s l e y ,  and Bartholomew M ansell a l l  became widowers and rem ained so  

f o r  over te n  y e a r s ,  and Jo an  Hordley was a widow f o r  37 y e a r s  a f t e r  18 y e a rs  

o f  m arriage* She was f o r tu n a te  in  th a t  h e r  two e ld e s t  so n s n e v er m arried  

and  w ere a b le  to  look  a f t e r  th e  fa m ily 's  tenem ent and b u s in e s s .  women who 

l o s t  t h e i r  husbands and d id  n o t ren a rzy  were i n  th e  most p re c a r io u s  p o s i t io n  

o f  a l l ,  e s p e c ia l ly  i f  th ey  had to  r e a r  a young fam ily . Old age  co u ld  a l s o

f \
41 * I . L a s l e t t  & J .H a r r is o n ,  Clavworth and Cogenhoe. i n  H i s to r i c a l

Essays p re s e n te d  t o  b a v id  Ogg. ed. h .E .B e l l  & R .L .o l la r d ,  I 963.
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b r in g  p o v e rty , airà s o l i t a r y  o ld  widows w ere found in  v i l l a g e s  and ham lets 

th ro u g h o u t Tudor and B tu a r t  England.

I t  h a s  been e s tim a te d  t h a t  rough ly  70 p e rc e n t o f  households th roughou t
42

th e  kingdom had c h i ld r e n  under th e  age o f  m a jo r ity  a t  ai^y one tim e. à t

l e a s t  70 o f  th e  91 f a m il ie s  in  th e  1672 l i s t  o f  ly d d le  in h a b i ta n ts  had 

c h i ld r e n  a t  socA tim e o r  o t l ie r ,  though tlie  f ig u re  would liave been  a b i t  low er 

th a n  th a t  a t  a^y one tim e . In  a l l  th e  v a rio u a  so u rc es  th e re  a r e  r e fe re n c e s  

t o  a t  l e a s t  344 c h i ld re n  be long ing  to  th e s e  f a m i l ie s ,  t h a t  i s  4 .9  p e r  fam ily  

( o r  3*8 p e r  fam ily  i f  one in c lu d e s  th e  households fo r  which t i ie re  i s  no 

ev idence  o f  any c h i ld r e n ) . I t  must be  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  th e se  f ig u r e s  a r e  

m inim al; th e re  m y  have been  o th e r  c h ild re n  who a re  n o t re c o rd e d . a  d i f f 

e re n t  p i c tu r e  i s  o b ta in e d  by look ing  a t  th e  ev idence  from 18 lo n g -e s ta b l is h e d  

f a m i l ie s ,  tak e n  f o r  th e  whole p e rio d , 1524-17^1. Die rec o rd s  f o r  th e s e  femr 

i l i e s  a r e  f u l l e r  and th e  av erag e  number o f  c i i i ld re n  p e r  fam ily  i s  5*5. These 

e ig h te e n  f a m il ie s  formed th e  co re  o f  tkie community; a few o f them w ere g e n try  

and one o r  two were la b o u re r s ,  b u t th e  m a jo r ity  o f  them w ere th e  te n e a e n t-  

farm ere who l iv e d  and  worked in  the  same p la c e  f o r  g e n e ra tio n  a f t e r  gener

a t io n .  Jin av erag e  o f  5k c h ild re n  i s  p robab ly  more a c c u ra te  th a n  th e  low er 

f ig u re  tak e n  from th e  1672 p r o f i l e .

Some f a m il ie s  w ere watAi l a r g e r  th an  t h i s .  I n  th e  1672 g roup  th e re  were

te n  f a m il ie s  w ith  j u s t  one c h i ld  re c o rd ed , seven  who had a t  l e a s t  two o h ild rs B ,

s i x  w ith  t l : r e e ,  n in e  w ith  fo u r ,  tw elve w ith  f i v e ,  n ine  w ith  s i x ,  s i x  w ith

se v e n , f iv e  w ith  e ig h t ,  one w ith  n in e , two w ith  te n , two w ith  e le v e n , and

a n o th e r  two w ith  tw e lv e . Two of the  fo u r  l a r g e s t  fa m ilie s  w ere th e  r w u l t  

4 2 . L a s l e t t ,  op. c i t . ,  p . l v j .
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o f  the  husband m arry ing  tw ice , b u t th e  o th e r  two show w het was p o s s ib le  i f

b o th  husband and w ife  l iv e d  long enougli f o r  th e  woman to  reao^i th e  end o f

h e r  p e r io d  o f  f e r t i l i t y #  Themes h a l l  o f  b a id e r to n , g e n t# , and  h i s  w ife , Jo an ,

had  e ig h t  boys and fo u r  g i r l s ,  as w e ll a s  an  a b o r t iv e  c h i ld ,  and a t  th e

o th e r  end o f th e  s o c ia l  s c a le ,  » r t h u r  Z\oneley o f  brandwood, la b o u r e r ,  and

h is  w ife ,  M arg are t, had seven boys end fo u r  g i r l s #  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  18 lo n g -

r e s id e n t  f a m ilie s  a ls o  had la rg e  fa m ilie s ;  e ig h t o f  them had sev en  c h i ld re n ,

t e n  had e ig h t ,  two had  n in e , one had te n , and  fo u r  had eleven# I f  th e

a v a i la b le  re c o rd s  named every  c h i ld  t h a t  was b o rn , th e se  f ig u r e s  m ight have

been even h igher#  They con firm  what has been w r i t te n  e lsew h ere  a b o u t th e

overwhelming y o u th fu ln e ss  o f  se v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  s o c ie ty ,  when th e re  w ere
43

la r g e  nunjuers o f  c h i ld r e n ,  b u t a low expectancy o f  l i f e #  G regory King 

e s tim a te d  th e  a v e rag e  age i n  th e  la te - s e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  t o  be  o n ly  27i 

years#

The b a p tism a l e n t r i e s  g iv e  some idea  o f  how f re q u e n tly  c h i ld r e n  were 

conoeived# R ichard  and Joan  Gougibi had  e ig h t c h i ld z w  b o m  betw een  30th#

Ju n e , 1663, and 10th# O ctober, 1678, t h a t  i s ,  i n  j u s t  o v e r 15 y e a rs  3 months# 

They w ere b a p t is e d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  o f 19^ m onths, 36ÿ m onths, 284 m onths,

22^ m onths, 20 m onths, 14s  m onths, and 30g m onths, which may s u g g e s t  th e  

t r u t h  o f  th e  p o p u la r  id ea  t^ ia t w h ile  a m other was s u c k lin g  h e r  c h i ld  she  

was u n l ik e ly  to  co n ce iv e  anotiier#  Only two o f  triese  c h i ld r e n  d ie d  i n  i n 

fan cy  o r  childhood#

R rth u r  and M argaret N oneley 's  c h ild re n  were born  betw een 1662 and 1678,

43# L a a l e t t ,  op# o l t .  p# lL4#
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e t  in te r v a l e  o f  2C m onths, 1?^ m onths, 1%  m onths, 13 m onths, 15 m onths,

24). m onths, 1 5 | m onths, 23 m onths, 28^ m onths, end 21^ months# T h e ir  

c h i ld r e n  w ere g e n e ra l ly  b o rn  e t  s h o r te r  in te r v a le  th e n  w ere th e  Gou^is*#

John end Rose Hodden w ere m arried  on 22nd# ic to b e r ,  1578, had  t h e i r  f i r s t  

c h i ld  IL 'I months le  t e r ,  end had n in e  more by e a r ly  1595# w ith  a n o th e r  one 

over e ig h t  y e a rs  la te r#  One wonders w hetiier c o n tra c e p tio n  was b e in g  

p r a c t i s e d  a f t e r  th e  b i r th  o f  th e  te n th  c h i ld ,  o r  w hether Hose had a b o r t iv e  

c h i ld r e n  who a r e  n o t reo o rd ed  i n  th e  r e g is te r s #  I t  i s  n o t ic e a b le  t h a t  

th e  i n t e r v a l  betw een c h i ld r e n  a ls o  in c re a s e d  tow ards th e  * id  o f  th e  rep ro d 

u c t iv e  l i f e  o f  l e lp h  and Rose L loyd, who had s i x  sons and  two d a u g h te rs  be

tween 1568 and 1586,  born  a t  i n te r v a l s  o f  19& m onths, 19^ m onths, 22g ncm ths, 

26 nK>ntha, 17^ m onths, 3 4 ,  m onths, and 49^ months# F in a l ly ,  a man who had 

long  s in c e  c e a se d  to  f b th e r  c h i ld re n  by h i s  f i r s t  w ife  m ight s t a r t  a second 

fam ily  when he rem arried#  Thus, R ichard  and Lowery ^aphes had two sons and 

f iv e  d a u g h te rs  born  betw een 1635 end I 64B# Lowery d ie d  in  I 66I ,  and  R ichard  

m arried  a g a in  l a t e  in  I 665# He became a f a th e r  a g a in  14 months a f t e r  h i s  

m arriag e , o v e r 18 y e a rs  a f t e r  the  b i r t h  o f  h is  l a s t  c h i ld ,  end o v e r  31 y e a rs  

s in c e  he f i r s t  became a fa th e r#  He had f iv e  c h i ld r e n  in  a l l  by h i s  second 

m arriag e , and h i s  l a s t  c ^ l d  was born  n e a r ly  4L y e a rs  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t #

The e v id en ce  i s  f a r  to o  s le n d e r  to  make any f irm  c o n c lu s io n s  ab o u t 

w hether b r id e s  w ere p reg n an t a t  th e  tim e o f  t h e i r  wedding# O ne 's im p ress io n  

i s  t h a t  th e  o rthodox  code o f  conduct was a c c ep ted  and  th a t  i t  was r a r e  f o r  

a woman to  have conceived  a c h i ld  b e fo re  h e r  m arriage# Nor c a n  one g iv e  

d e f i n i t e  f ig u r e s  f o r  i n f a n t i l e  m o r ta l i ty  and th e  g e n e ra l expec tancy  o f  l i f e #

Of th e  344 c h i ld r e n  bo rn  to  those  fa m ilie s  who a re  l i s t e d  i n  th e  1672 p r o f i l e .
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on ly  90 can  be  found in  th e  b u r i a l  r e g is te r s #  The amount o f  movement from 

one p a r is h  to  a n o th e r  w ith in  th e  neighbourhood means t h a t  th e  age a t  d ea th  

o sn  o n ly  b e  e s ta b l is h e d  f o r  26#2 p e rc e n t o f  th e  p r o f i l e ,  and th a t  th e  f ig u re s  

a r e  l i k e l y  to  be  h e a v ily  b ia s e d  tow ards th o se  who d ie d  i n  in fan cy  o r  e a r ly  

ch ild h o o d  b e fo re  a fa m ily  had moved elsew here# Of th e  39 m ales and 31 fe 

m ales i n  t h i s  sanqple, 23 d ie d  in  in fa n c y , 12 d ied  betw een thie ages o f  one 

and  f i v e ,  sev en  d ie d  betw een th e  ages o f  s ix  and n in e , n in e  d ie d  betw een  th e  

ages o f  te n  and n in e te e n , and th e  re g a in in g  31 males and e i # i t  fem ales d ie d  

a f t e r  re a c h in g  m atu rity #  In  a l l ,  28 loales d ied  b e fo re  th e y  were tw e n ty , and 

31 d ie d  a f te rw a rd s , w hereas 23 fem ales d ie d  in  ch ild h o o d  o r  a d o le sc e n c e , and 

o n ly  e ig h t  a r e  rec o rd ed  (even  under t h e i r  m arried  names) a s  dying i n  l a t e r  

l i f e #  k o s t  o f  th e  g i r l s  vho l iv e d  long enough to  become a d u lts  m ust have 

l e f t  f o r  some n e i^ b o u r in g  p la c e  upon t h e i r  m arriage#

Only 26*2 p e rc e n t can b e  t r a c e d  from b i r t h  to  d ea th  and th e  sam ple i s  too  

sm a ll to  make any a c c u ra te  e s tim a te  o f  th e  g e n e ra l e x p e c t s t iw  o f  l i f e #  

C h ild re n  f r e q u e n t ly  d ie d  i n  t h e i r  in fa n c y , and death  co u ld  be ex p ec ted  a t  any 

tim e o f  l i f e #  But some l iv e d  t o  what would be c o n s id e re d  an  o ld  age even 

today# R ic h a rd  Gough was n e a r ly  89 when he d ie d , and th e r e  were a few o th e rs  

who l iv e d  in to  t h e i r  n in e t ie s #

Those whose b i r t h s  a r e  reco rd ed  b u t who have no e n try  in  the >^yddle 

b u r i a l  r e g i s t e r s  accoun t f o r  42 p e rc e n t o f  the  344 c h ild re n #  Of th e s e ,  a t  

l e a s t  12 o f  th e  63 m ales and  17 o f  th e  81 fem ales gz*ew in to  a d u l t s ,  f o r  th ey  

can  b e  found  in  th e  m arriag e  r e g i s t e r s  o r  a re  known from o th e r  so u rc e s  to  

have m arried# iin o th e r  13#7 p e rc e n t a r e  o n ly  named a t  d e a th , o r  ( i n  th e  c ase
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o f  f i v e  men) e t  b o th  m arriag e  and death* Bcxne o f  th e  2Ô m ales and  19 

fem ales i n  t h i s  g roup  w ere b o m  o u ts id e  the  p a r is h ,  b u t th e re  a re  o th e rs  

who sh o u ld  have been  named in  the bap tism  r e g is te r s *  ü  f u r th e r  8*1 p e r 

c e n t ,  com prising  e ig h t  men and 21 women, a r e  on ly  m entioned  a t  m a rr ia g e , 

and  a f i n a l  10 p e rc e n t  (21  m ales and 13 fem ales) do n o t a p p e a r i n  th e  p a r is h  

r e g i s t e r s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  a r e  on ly  known from o th e r  so u rc e s  such  a s  Gough, 

w i l l s ,  and a p p re n t ic e s h ip  bonds* One wonders how o th e r s  a r e  s t i l l

u n d e tec ted *

F i f t y - e i g h t  o f  th e  91 heads o f  households in  the h e a r th - ta x  r e tu r n s  o f  

1672 d ie d  in  ^ ^ d l e ,  t h a t  I s ,  63*7 percent*  Three o th e r s  d ie d  i n  ne ighbour

in g  B roughton, and one gen tlem an ended h is  days in  O xfordsh ire*  The o th e r  

29 ( 3 1 .9  p e rc en t)  c a n n o t b e  traced#  borne o f  th e se  a lm o s t c e r t a i n l y  d ie d  

in  Myddle, b u t  a r e  n o t  re c o rd e d  i n  th e  b u r ia l  r e g is te r s *  ih e re  w ere e i ^ t  

widows th e re  in  1672, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  and most o f  them p ro b ab ly  c a r r i e d  on 

l iv in g  i n  t h e i r  own homes u n t i l  t h e i r  deaths* The m iss in g  names e r e  m ostly  

u n fa m il ia r  ones, and  one assumes th a t  i t  was tiie  p o o re r  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  

oofununity who l e f t  th e  p a rish *  h a l f  o f th e  fo u r te e n  p eo p le  who w ere exempt 

from th e  ta x  cannot b e  t r a c e d  in  th e  b u r ia l  r e g is te r s *  B ut a s u b s ta n t i a l  

m a jo r i ty  o f  tiie  community rem ained ro o ted  in  th e  p a r i s h ,  and  th e r e  was c e rb -  

a in l y  n o th i i^  l i k e  th e  r a p id  tu rn o v e r  o f  p e rso n n el t h a t  was o h a r a o t e r i s t i o  

o f  sucii contem porary a r a b l e  v i l la g e s  as Clayw orth (N o tts* ) and Cogenhoe 

(N or th an  t s . )

The s e r io u s  u n d e r-re c o rd in g s  in  the  r e g i s t e r s  expose th e  l im i t a t io n s  o f  

fa m ily  r e c o n s t i tu t io n *  The p a r is h  o f  Xiyddle (and one s u s p e c ts  t h a t  t h i s  

i s  t r u e  o f  max\y o th e rs )  i s  n o t a s a t i s f a c to r y  u n i t  f o r  a tte m p tin g  su ch  work.
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b u t  t o  a n a ly se  th e  w hole n e l^ b o u rh o o d  o f  n o rth  S h ro p s h ire  i s  s  d a u n tin g  

task* The in f  orne t io n  one can c o l l e c t  abou t th e  members o f  a p e r i s h  i s  

f a r  to o  l im i te d  t o  a llo w  one to  make any c o n fid e n t s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t m a tte rs  

t h a t  deioand a p r e c is e  answer# The tech n iq u e  o f  a a o p lin g  i s  v a lu a b le  f o r  

draw ing g e n e ra l c o n c lu s io n s , in  the  way t l i a t  one can  se e  from  th e  p ro b a te  

in v e n to r ie s  th a t  th e  fa rm e rs  o f  liyddle fo llow ed a p a s to r a l  way o f  l i f e ,  b u t 

one has to  be c o n te n t  w itii g e n e ra l i s a t io n s  and the  p o in t io g  o u t o f  p o s s ib 

i l i t i e s #  jh. sm a ll s s i tp le  i s  u n s u ita b le  f o r  making p r e c is e  r e p l i e s  to  such  

dem ographic q u e r ie s  a s  th e  ex ac t r a t e  o f  i n f a n t i l e  m o r ta l i ty ,  th e  norm al age 

o f  m a rria g e , and so  on# T his i s  n o t to  d ism iss  fam ily  r e c o n s t i tu t i o n  a s  

w o rth less#  F a r from i t ;  o th e r  p a r is h e s  may produce a more f r u i t f u l  c ro p  

o f  s t a t i s t i c s ,  and even where th ey  do n o t do ao , th e  tec h n iq u e s  o f  r e c o n s t i 

t u t i o n  le a d  to  a much g r e a t e r  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f trie  l i v e s  an d  a t t i t u d e s  o f  

'o r d in a r y ' people# B ut th e  p i t f a l l s  must be more r e a d i ly  p o in te d  o u t ,  and 

th e  r e s u l t s  t r e a te d  much more c a u tio u s ly  th a n  has so  f a r  been  Uie case# In  

an  in te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f  a oooxaunity fam ily  r e c o n s t i tu t io n  i s  in v a lu a b le ,  b u t  

i t  m ust be u sed  a lo n g s id e  many o th e r  teo im iques and  seen  a s  p a r t  o f  a whole# 

Too o f te n ,  dem ographic a n a ly s i s  i s  made in  i s o l a t i o n  an d  d iv o rce d  from th e  

so c ia l-e c o n o m ic  h i s to r y  o f  th e  cocisunity  t h a t  i s  b e in g  s tu d ied #

111. l . la a h lu  end K ^ lghbou rllnass

V ery l i t t l e  i s  known ab o u t fam ily  l i f e  and k in s h ip  d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th

and se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s #  The on ly  work to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  m a tte r  i n  depth

i s  lir# / • l e c f a r l a n e 's  r e c e n t  study  o f  th e  d ia ry  o f  Ralph J o s s e l i n ,  a
44

8w renfat>ire«ntunf £ » • «  o le r ^ w n . UUrl## BVKd> w  t tw »  f n  in ____
4 4 . A .k iao fb rU n e, Jhe  i / l r v  o f ik lo h  

Â aew  C le rg y ro n .  C.ü.Jr’. ,  1970.
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nuinbmr, and th e r e  i s  no euch d e ta i l e d ,  in  Lima t e  re c o rd  o f  th e  th o u g h ts , 

f e e l in g s ,  c o n ta c ts ,  end everyday a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  Myddle* Gough 

was n o t  c o n sc io u s ly  w r i t in g  ab o u t such  m a tte rs , and h i s  rem arks a r e  n a tu r a l l y  

c o n fin e d  to  h i s  contex^pom ries o f  th e  l a  t e - s  even teen  th  cen tu ry*

Throughout h i s  work he i s  concerned  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l  f a m il ie s  o f  th e  

community. lie judges th«n  by t h e i r  w ealth  and t h e i r  s o c i a l  s ta n d in g , by 

t h e i r  m oral v i r tu e s  ( o r  la c k  o f thexq),  and by  th e  le n g th  o f  t h e i r  re s id e n c e  

w t th in  th e  p a rish #  He f re q u e n tly  speaks o f  f a m ilie s  b e in g  "v e ry  a n c ie n t"  

i n  th e  l o c a l i t y ,  a s  i f  t h i s  was m ost commendable# he a l s o  ap p ro v es o f  th o se  

who w ere descended from  "good" o r  " s u b s ta n t ia l"  f a m i l ie s ,  even i f  som etim es 

th e y  were from  "good b u t  decaying" fa m ilie s#  Tills concern  w ith  p la c in g  a 

man a c c o rd in g  to  h i s  b i r t h  was a oomaon one, se e n , f o r  in s ta n c e ,  i n  th e  c ase  

o f  o i r  r s u l  H a rr is  o f  b o re s tto n #  "hee was a p e rso n  n o t  w e ll b e lo v e d  by th e  

a n t i e n t  g e n try  o f  th i s  County, f o r  b ee in g  (a s  they term ed  him) b u t  a  bucke
45

o f  th e  second  head"#

Gough o b ta in e d  mucii o f  h i s  in fo rm a tio n  from h is  con tem poraries#  ( ô r i t i i%  

a b o u t T a y lo r 's  tenem en t, he  s a i d ,  "The ini*orir#*tion t h a t  1 had from /ibram
46

T a y lo r , th e  l a t e  te n a n t  o f  t h i s  p la c e  i s  th is " )#  M ost f a m ilie s  c o u ld  go 

back s e v e ra l  g e n e ra tio n s  and knew o f a wide range o f  cousins#  Gough co u ld  

go back n e a r ly  two hundred y e a rs  w ith  h i s  own fam ily  and  was f u l l y  a c q u a in te d  

w ith  th e  p e rso n a l h i s t o r i e s  o f  h i s  n e a re s t  r e la t io n s #  He knew t h a t  h i s  

fam ily  had o r ig in a te d  i n  T y lle y  a s  copyho lders o f  abou t l 6 g p#a# and t h a t  

R ich a rd  Gough I  had le a s e d  h is  Newton tene:ricnt from th e  b a n a s te r s  b e fo re  i t

45* Gough, p#67# 
46# Gough, p*151*
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was made f re e h o ld  by H lo liard  II#  lie , h lm e e lf , was tlie  s i x th  R ich a rd  

Gough o f  Newton# he a b le  to  g iv e  cW rao te r-sK #  tehee o f r e l a t i o n s  long  

s in c e  dead and n o t d i r e c t l y  in  l i n e  w ith  him -  o f  Mlicèiael Baugh o f  C liv e , 

f o r  in s ta n c e ,  h i s  g r e a t -g ra n d fb t l ie r*s  son -in -law #  n u t  a lth o u g h  t h i s  m ental 

g roup ing  o f  k in s  was a l a r g e  one, s tro n g  bonds seem to  have e x is te d  o n ly  

betw een members o f  th e  prim ary  fam ily#

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a k in -g ro u p  w ith  a p a r t i c u l a r  farm  o r  tenem ent 

r e f l e c t e d  th e  h igh  v a lu e  t l ia t  was p la c e d  upon lan d  w hich liad been th e  prop

e r ty  o f  o n e 's  a n c e s to r s  o v e r s e v e ra l  g en e ra tio n s#  " K e th a n ie ll  Beve had  a

d e s i r e  t o  b ee  te n a n t  o f  (b ilio s rsh l fbrroe, because  h is  g ra n d fa th e r  and f a th e r
47

had been  te n a n ts  t o  i t  b e fo re"#  These t i e s  were s tre n g th e n e d  by  th e  f a c t  

th a t  th e  home was a ls o  th e  u su a l  p la c e  frcxn which one worked, th e  p la c e  

where one sp e n t a m ajo r p a r t  o f  o n e 's  l i f e ,  where one was bom  and where one 

died# T h is was t r u e  f o r  a s u b s ta n t ia l  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  community o f  fydd le#  

The comments o f  Gough and  o c c a s io n a l rem arks i n  o th e r  reco rd s  i l lu m in a te  

th e  p e rso n a l s t o r i e s  o f  txie f a m il ie s  o f  hydd le  and h e lp  to  focus a t t e n t i o n  

upon the th re e  c r u c i a l  p o in ts  o f  th e  l i f e  c y c le  -  b i r t h ,  m arriag e , and death# 

Most woman w ere d e l iv e re d  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  by  a lo c a l  m idw ife , some o f  

Y.hom e s ta b l is h e d  a h ig h  r e p u ta t io n  and were " o f  v e ry  g re a t  accompt"# I t  was 

upon th e  ad v ice  and d i r e c t io n s  o f  such a m idw ife t h a t  R ichard  C la rk e  p e r 

form ed th e  a b o r t io n  o f  h i s  s t i l l - b o r n  ch ild #  The g e n try  f a m il ie s  may have 

employed a n e ig h b o u rin g  d o c to r ,  b u t tJriere was no r e s id e n t  one i n  k y d d le , and 

r e l i a n c e  was p la c e d  upon th o se  who had s u c c e s s fu l ly  se rv ed  o n e 's  f r ie n d s  and

47* Gough, p*78*
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r e la t io n s #  Even w ith in  l iv in g  tuemory a lm ost a l l  b a b ie s  b o m  i n  th e  r u r e l  

Cum berland oom m inity o f  G oaforth  "w ere d e liv e re d  by  aged women in  th e  v i l l a g e  

who p o sse s se d  no m ed ica l q u a l i f i c a t io n s ,  b u t who were l o c a l ly  c o n s id e re d  to  

be  v e ry  h ig h ly  s k i l l e d  i n  m idw ifery"# I t  a ls o  seeioe to  have been  th e  normal 

p r a c t i c e  f o r  a kinswoman to  come to  a t te n d  a r e l a t i o n  d u rin g  h e r  p e rio d  o f
48

labour#

C h ild rb e a r in g  was v e iy  risky#  "H is m other dyed i n  c h ilch b e d d  o f  him ", 

w ro te  .ough, and  i t  co u ld  have been w r i t te n  o f  mahy o thers#  The b u r i a l  re g 

i s t e r s  do n o t  re c o rd  th e  cause  o f d e a th , b u t  many young m arried  women d ie d  

so o n  a f t e r  th e  b i r t h  o f  a c h i ld ,  o r  a t  an  in te r v a l  o f  two o r  th r e e  y e a rs  when 

a n o th e r  c h i ld  may have been  due# u th e re  were weakened o r  raade i l l  by c h i ld 

b i r t h ,  and Ckaugh r e f e r s  t o  one woman who caugh t c o ld  i n  c h ild -b e a r in g  and who
49

was c r ip p le d  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h e r  l i f e #

b ap tism  fo llo w ed  f a i r l y  soon a f t e r  b i r t h ,  o f te n  w ith in  d ay s, and c e r t 

a in l y  w ith in  weeks# The b ap tism  o f  kiicim el C ro o ^ t 's  c h i ld  se v en te en  days 

a f t e r  h i s  n s r r i a g e  su g g e s ts  tloat th e  s e rv ic e  was u s u a l ly  h e ld  w i th in  one o r  

two weeks o f  th e  b i r t h ,  and  R ichard  C larke  was &xa<xiiaunioa ted  f o r  n o t b a p t i s 

in g  h i s  s ix -m on th  o ld  daugi.ter# ^ t  th e  bap tism  s e r v ic e ,  c h i ld r e n  were 

u s u a l ly  g iv en  names t h a t  were a lre a d y  p o p u la r  in  th e  fa m ily , o f te n  t h a t  o f  a 

p a re n t  o r  g ran d p aren t#  home f a m il ie s ,  such  a s  th e  G i t t in s  es and  th e  Goughs, 

chose  th e  same C h r i s t ia n  name f o r  th e  e ld e s t  son  o v e r s e v e ra l  g e n e ra tio n s#

I t  yt&a a l s o  coxaaon f o r  a c h i ld  to  be g iven  th e  same name a s  a dead e ld e r

4 8 .  Gough, pp# 1C9, lL 7 , 138, 161,  133; V ,# k # b illia a s , Die w ociologv 
o f  an E n g lish  V i l la g e .  London, 1956#

49* Gougi'i, p#153*
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b r o th e r  o r  s l a t e r ,  b u t i t  was n o t th e  fa sh io n  b e fo re  th e  e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry

t o  g iv e  a c h i ld  more th a n  one C h r is t ia n  name# The on ly  c a se  to  come t o

n o t io e  iJji th e  naming o f  a n  i l l e g i t i m a te  c h i ld  a s  ihomas h to h e r le y  Edge,
50

s o  tJ ia t  no-one c o u ld  doubt who th e  f a th e r  was# T h is p a r t i c u l a r  c h r i s te n 

in g  was th e  s o le  o cca s io n  i n  Gough w ith  a r e fe re n c e  to  a b a p tism  s e rv ic e  

a c t u a l l y  ta k in g  p lace#  The g o d fa th e r  (who named th e  c h ild )  was th e  c h i l d 's  

g ran d fb  ther#

r^ n y  o f  th e s e  n e w ly -b a p tised  in fa n ts  were t o  d ie  du ring  t h e i r  f i r s t  

year#  I n f a n t i l e  m o r ta l i ty  and th e  more s e r io u s  ep idendcs have a lr e a d y  been 

m entioned , b u t  t i ie re  w ere s e v e ra l  o th e r  i l l n e s s e s  t o  con tend  w ith ,  u s u a l ly  

w ith o u t th e  s e r v ic e  o f  a doctor#  Gough w r i te s  a b o u t "Dr# Eevans o f  Ruyton 

(who) was a d o c to r  o f  p h is ic k e ,  end in  h is  you th  was o f  v e ry  g r e e t  eccorapt, 

and hisd much p r a c t ic e  among th e  b e a t  in  tiie se  p a rts#  Hee gave a l l  h is  

p h y s ic k  in  pow ders, and  made up h is  com position  w ith  h is  owns hands, n o t 

t r u s t i n g  to  A pothecayres"#  But only  the g e n try  c o u ld  a f f o r d  h i s  s e r v ic e s ,  

and  o th e rs  had to  r e ly  on th o se  ( l i k e  th e  midwivee) who had b u i l t  a p r a c t i c a l  

r e p u ta t io n  f o r  th » ;# e lv e s#  M in o r  '^ n s e l l  o f  : y d d le  "was v e ry  u s e f u l l  and 

in d e e d  fameuse f o r  h e r  s k i l l  in  su rg e ry  (which 1 b e e le iv e  shee  le a m d  o f  

h e r  young Mils t r e s s e s ,  th e  d au g h te rs  o f Kr# CtiaiBbre), and i n  t h a t  way sh ee  

d id  much good i n  th e  country"#  re# J u l ia n  a.mi es  o f  M d e r to n  was a l s o  

"v e ry  h e lp f u l l  t o  h e r  ne ighbours in  C h iru rgery  i n  which sh ee  was v e ry  s k i l f U l l  

and  su c c e s s fu l!" #  a n o th e r  su rgeon  had th e  n e c e ssa ry  s k i l l  to  f a s te n  s t e e l

50# Gough, p#73*



359.

p l a t e s  to  th e  le g  o f  George Sieve, who had been c r ip p le d  froru b i r t h ,  and 

w ith  th i s  h e lp  th e  le g  e v e n tu a lly  became s tro n g  enough f o r  him to  walk un

a ided*  B ut th e r e  w ere th o se  f o r  whom no th ing  c o u ld  be done* M arg are t, 

th e  w ife  o f Thomas B e v ie s , a weaver who l iv e d  f i r s t  i n  Newton, tlien  i n  

k^ddlewood, " to o k e  c o ld  i n  c i i i ld e -b e a r iu g , above tw enty  yea r e s  b e fo re  h e r  

d ea th ; she# was s e i s e d  th e reb y  w ith  pa ine  and lam enesse in  her lim b s , and 

made u se  o f  se v e re  11 r^cedyes f o r  o u re in g  t i ie re o f ,  b u t t  a l l  p ro v ed  in e ff i 

A t la 6 1 , a s  shee  was i n  an  « .p o tiieo ary 's  shop buying  o in tm en ts and  in g re d ie n ts  

Tor fo m en ta tio n s  my u n c le , hr* R ichard  Baddely, an  a b le  c h iru rg e o n , saw h e r  

and  a sk ed  h e r  how sh ee  g o t t  h e r  lam enesse: she  say d  by  tak e in g  c o u ld  i n  c h i ld 

b ir th *  Then sa y s  hee s p a re  th is  charges and la b o u r ,  f o r  a l l  th e  D octors and 

vfux^eons i n  England canno t cu re  i t*  Ihou naayest l i v e  I w g ,  b u t t  thy  

s t r e n g th  w i l l  s t i l l  decay* i f  t e r  th is  shee went to  l y t l e  more c h a rg es , 

one ly  when k in g  James I I  came h is  p ro g re sse  to  Shrew sbury, sh e e  was a d m itte d  

by th e  L in g 's  D octors t o  goe to  H is 2 # je s ty  f o r  th e  Touch, w hich d id  h e r  noe 

good* Shee was fo rc e d  t o  u se  c ro o tch es  a lm o st 20 yea re s  ag o e , and I  th in k e  

i t  i s  now 1C yea re s  s in c e  shee  grew se e  weake th a t  sh ee  was f a in e  to  bee 

carry^ed i n  p e rs o n s ' armes# i.bou t two y e ijr s -a n d -a n -h e lfe  b e fo re  h e r  d e a th  

170^ ,  sh ee  k e p t h e r  bedde c o n tin u a l ly ;  sh e  was bowed s e e  to g e a th e r ,  

t h a t  h e r  knees la y  c lo a a e  to  h e r  b r e a t ;  th e re  was n o th in g  b u t th e  s k in  and 

bones upon h e r  th ig h s  and legges# *.bout a y e a re -a n d -a -h a lfe  p a s t ,  h e r  two 

th ig h  bones b roeke  a s  shee  la y  in  bedde, and one o f  them b u r s t  th rough  th e  

a k in  and s to o d  ou t a b o u t an in c h , l i k e  a d ry  hollow  stiC A e, b u t th e re  was 

noe f l e s h  to  b le e d  o r  c o r ru p t ;  sh ee  cou ld  s t i r  noe p a r t  o f  h e r  body sav e



360.

h e r  head  and one oi* h e r  hands a ly t le *  ir.hen shee  was dead they  d id  n o t

endeavour t o  draw h e r  body s t r a i t e ,  b u t t  made a wide c o f f in  and p u t t  h e r
51

i n  a s  sh e e  was"*

A n o th er g h a s t ly  s to r y  i s  a ls o  w orth q u o tin g  i n  f u l l  f o r  i t  has much to  

t e l l  a b o u t th e  custom s o f  th e  m id -sev en teen th  century* H ichard  Owen o f  

Y orton "was s e iz e d  w ith  a v io le n t  fev e r"  which e v e n tu a lly  "b rough t him eoe 

weake t h a t  h i s  speech  f a i l e d  and a t t  tw elve days end hee 4 /e d , end a cc o rd in g  

to  th e  u su a l manner hee was l a id e  a t r a i t e  upon h is  bedde, h is  eyes were 

c lo s e d  and o n e ly  one l in e n  s h e e t  o a s t  o ver him* Thus he co n tin u ed  one 

whoa l e  day w h i l s t  h i s  w ife  was ta k e in g  c e re  to  p ro v id e  f o r  h i s  b u r i a l l ;  shee  

p ro cu re d  h e r  s i s t e r ,  J a n e  T y ld e s ley  o f  Newton, t o  b e a rs  h e r  company a l l  n i ^ t  

f o r  h e r  c h i ld r e n  w ere yong* These two women s a te  by th e  f i r e  a l l  n ig h t ,  and 

ab o u t t h a t  tim e o f  n ig h t  w hich wee accoun t cock crow eing th ey  h eard  som ething 

g iv e  a g r e a t  s i ^ *  / . l i c e  Owen s a id  i t  was R ichard , b u t t  Ja n e  T y ld esley  

would n o t b e l ie v e  i t*  They tocke  a cand le  and w ent in to  th e  chardber and 

o a s t  th e  s h e e t  from o f  h is  fa c e  and p e rc e iv e d  noe a l t e r a t i o n  in  him* Jane  

T y ld s le y  sayd  i t  was some b e a s t  t h a t  was on th e  o u ts id e  o f  th e  house* They 

tooke th e  c a n d le  and w ent round th e  o u ts id e  o f  th e  house b u t  found nothing* 

They came and s a t  a g a in e  by th e  fy re  and soone a f t e r  h eard  th e  same n o ise  

a gaine*  Then th ey  w ent to  R ichard  Cww and found him a l l  one as they  l e f t  

him; however th e y  s ta y d  by  him and a f t e r  some tiine th ey  saw him open h i s  mouth 

and  g iv e  a sigh* th e n  th ey  warmed th e  bedde c lo th e s  and la  yd them upon him,

5 1 * Gough, pp. 1 3 8 ,  94, 1 3 1 ,  73, 1 5 3 #



361.

and by  th a t  tim e 8 m t i t  was day th e  c o u le r  caroe in  h i s  fa c e  and hee

opened h is  eyes on h is  owne a c c o rd , and by noone hee re c o v e re d  h i s  speech

though v e ry  weekely* Hee co n tin u ed  we&ice f o r  a long tim e , b u t  a t  l a s t

rec o v e re d  h i s  p e r f e c t  h e a l th  and a tre n g tf i  and l iv e d  a f t e r  t h i s  above tw enty

yea r e s " .  The p r a c t ic e  o f  la y in g -o u t  th e  dead w ith  a l in e n  s h e e t  o u s t  have

been th e  u su a l one, f o r  üough goes aa to  q u o te  a d o c to r  o f  h i s  youth  who

"was c o n f id e n t  th a t  many E n g lish  peo p le  w ere buryed a l i v e ;  f o r  i f  th e y  had

been k e p t  in  t i ie i r e  warms te d d s  f o r  fo x rty -e ig h t h eu re s  many o f  them would
52

have re c o v e re d " .

D .e re  i s  very  l i t t l e  eviderice a b o u t th e  cerem onies a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  

b u r i a l  s e r v ic e .  J u s t  b e fo re  8 ie  R e s to ra t io n ,  " ü:%re was th r e e  c o rp ses  

buryed in  Myddle churchyard  a t t  one tim e , by two m in is te r s .  une m in is te r  

s to o d  betw eene two o f  tine g rav es  w hid i w ere n e a re  to g e a th e r ,  and re a d  th e  

o f f i c e  f o r  b o th  to g e th e r" .  I n  th e  e a r l i e r  y e a rs  o f  th e  Commonwealth,

A i l l i a m  I d l e r 's  d a u ^ t e r ,  tlie  d e s e r te d  w ife  o f  Ic h s rd  C le y to n ,"  b u r ie d  

w ith o u t at\y s e rv ic e  o r  ceremony (a c c o rd in g  to  th o se  t im e s ) .  / i l l  th e  speech  

which was made a t t  h e r  g ra v e  was sev e re  11 sa d  c u rs e s  w hich h e r  f a th e r  gave 

a g a in s t  th o se  t h a t  had b roug iit h e r  t o  h e r  end". Cough a ls o  m entions b e l l -  

r in g e r s  b e in g  p a id  im m ediately  a f t e r  th e  s e r v ic e ,  and th e  e r e c t io n  o f  "a 

f a i r e  G rav e-s to n e"  to  a w ife  i n  tlie  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . 

A s u ic id e  was re fu s e d  b u r i a l  i n  tiie  ohurctiyard  and was i n t e r r e d ,  i n  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  manner, a t  a c ro s s - ro a d s ,  b u t l a t e r  t h a t  n ig ^ t  h e  was r e -b u r le d

52* t/ough, p*l6l*
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i n  h i s  own r y e - f i e l d .  u u ic id e  warn v e ry  r a r e  i n  s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu iy

E ngland, and th e r e  a re  only  th re e  c a se s  in  the  whole o f  G ough's long

a cc o u n t. Jo h n  Goesage po isoned  h im se lf  i n  & drunken s tu p o r ,  Michard Aoulj^

sw ellow ed p o iso n  i n  h is  o ld  age a f t e r  h i s  so n rin -la w  had made h is  l i f e  a

m ise ry , and / nd ree  H ordley may iisve drowned h i u s e l f  upon th e  d e a th  o f  h i s  
53

b ro th e r .

Gough com plained  t h a t  th e  "proud, f o o l is h  G irles"  o f  h i s  day were sc o rn 

in g  tiie  a n c ie n t  method o f  c a l l i n g  th e  banns o f  iiia rrisg e  i n  church  and w ere 

g o in g  to  th e  expense o f  iiav ing  a l ic e n c e  in s te a d ,  b u t  h e  makes no comments 

a b o u t th e  a c tu a l  w eddirjgs, excep t to  say  o f  one m arriage  t h a t ;  "T here was 

g r e e t  f e a s t in g  and  jo y  a t t  th e  so le iq a n iz a tio n " . The b e t t e r - o f f  f a m ilie s  

p ro v id ed  m arriag e  p o r t io n s  f o r  t h e i r  d a u g h te rs , and (kaugh m entions sums 

ran g in g  oetw een L30 and  i l o u .  In  one e x c e p tio n a l c a s e ,  the d au g h te r o f  an  

a rm igerous :z»hropahire fa m ily , who m arried  th e  so n  o f a w ea lth y  Shrewsbury 

ta n n e r ,  b ro u g h t "1200 g u in ey s , and a s  much s i l v e r  a s  made h e r  p o r t io n  LlifOO; 

a l l  pa yd on th e  wedding day". Some peop le  m arried  m ere ly  f o r  th e  money; 

" sh ee  was a h a rm lesse  and a lm ost h e lp le s s e  woman, b u t  hee had  a g r e a t  fo r tu n e  

w ith  h e r" ;  and  " I  saw noe inducem ent ti^a t shee  ïmd to  m arry him , save  h i s  

r i c h e s " .  b u t  th e re  a r e  ca se s  o f men m arry ing  th e i r  dom estic  s e rv a n ts

( u s u a l ly  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  a f i r s t  w i f e ; , and peop le  l i x e  Thomas Down to n  who
54

"u n ex p ec ted ly  . . .  m arryed a w ife  w itii n o th in g " .

oome f a th e r s  soughit to  gu ide  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  when th e y  w ere th in k in g  o f

53* Gougii, pp . 131, 112,  56, 107, 134* Very few a even te e n th -c e n  tu ry  
g ra v e s to n e s  su rv iv e  in  Jfyddle.

54* Gough, p p . 65,  114,  126, 146, 97*
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g e t t in g  m arried . "H is p ruden t F a th e r  o b se rv in g  th e  i d l e  and lewd c o u re w  

o f  h i s  so n  [bamuel Downto^ sough t o u t e w ife  f o r  him "; w h ile  /n n e  B tk e r  

m arried  "more to  p le a se  h e r  f a th e r  th an  h e re  e l f e " .  h u t  h e r  m arriage  f a i l e d ,  

and so  d id  t h a t  o f  K lin o r  b u t t r y ,  Wiose g u a rd ia n , c o v e tin g  h e r  £lOO m arriag e  

p o r t io n ,  m arried  h e r  to  h is  so n , " w h ils t  they  w ere u n d er y e e re s  o f  c o n se n t 

t o  m a rria g e " . Gough s c a th in g ly  rem arked, "hee m ight . . .  have tak en  n o t ic e  

o f  o u r o ld  E n g lish  p ro v e rb e , which say  e s ,  th a t  to  marry c h i ld r e n  togea th e r ,  

i s  th e  way to  make whoremongers and w hores; and soe  i t  happened , f o r  sh e e
55

W d noe lo v e  f o r  h e r  husband".

But th e re  were a ls o  oases where a so n  o r  d a u ^ t e r  m arried  a g a in s t  t h e i r  

p a re n ts ' w ish e s . hiery /.mis m arried  oaimiel t> righ t "w ith o u t h e r  f a t h e r 's  

c o n se n t, which soe  d isp le a se d  him t h a t  hee gave h i s  lan d s  t o  ^ ia r th s , th e  

younger d a u g h te r , and m arried  h e r  to  ^dward Jen k a" . M ichael Brayne m a rr ie d  

ousan  L loyd , "whitdi so e  d is p le a s e d  h e r  f a th e r ,  t l i a t ,  a l l  though hee had  b u t 

t h a t  onely  c h i ld ,  y e t  he gave h e r  n o th in g " . a n o th e r  member o f  t h i s  fam ily  

o f  B raynes d is p le a s e d  h is  f a th e r  by h is  m arriag e , and young R ich ard  % iokerley  

was s e n t  to  Aondcn a f t e r  f a th e r in g  s  b a s ta rd  on one o f  h i s  s e r v a n t - g i r l a ,  b u t
56

a f t e r  some tim e  in  th e  c a p i t a l  he s w t  f o r  h e r  and  m arried  h e r .

Gough's s i s t e r  a l s o  m arried  " a g a in s t  com m t  o f  f r i e n d s " ,  and i t  was 

g e n e ra l ly  a c c e p te d  th a t  lo v e  sh o u ld  be th e  most im p o rta n t re a so n  f o r  m a rria g e . 

The most rem arkab le  c a se  was t h a t  o f  Gough's n ie c e  who was m arried  t o  a

yvelah gentlem an# "This coup le  when t h ^  were laarryed w ere so e  jeoga th a t

55* Gough, pp. 125,  97*
56.  Gough, pp. 132,  57» 64*
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th e y  c o u ld  n o t make p esa in g  t h i r t y  yea re s  b ee t* een #  them# and y e t t  n e i t h e r

o f  them w ere cone t r a in e d  by p a ren te  to  marry# b u t t  they  g o in g  t o  sc h o o le

to g e a th e r  f e l l  i n  love  w ith  one another#  end  s e e  m arried# They l i v e

lo v in f jly  to g ea th e r#  end have  mehy d iild ren * '#  tïough e la o  m entions two s e i—

v e n ts  who " f e l l  in  love  end w ere m arried"# end to  h is  mind th e  id e a l  com bin-

e tic m  had been  found by  R ichard  H a tch e tt j u n io r  when he  m arried  a S h ro p s h ire

woman; "Hee had a g r e a t  fo r tu n e  w ith  her# b u t t  t h a t  which i s  w orth  a l l #
57

shee  i s  a lo v e in g  w ife# a d i s c r e e t  woman# and an  e x c e l le n t  housew ife"#

The id e a l  r e la t io n s h ip  between husband and w ife  was t o  be  found i n

..'yddle a t  S h o tto n  H all# i* f te r  p ra is in g  th e  s k i l l  and in d u s t r y  o f  V killiair

a a tk in s#  lough goes on t o  remark# "Hee i s  a ls o e  happy in  a prudent# p ro v id e n t

and d i s c r e e t  w ife  who i s  every  way s u i t a b l e  f o r  such  a n  husband# They l i v e

v e iy  lo v e in g ly  to gea ther#  v e ry  lo v e in g  t o  t h e i r  n e i^ b o u re #  and a re  v e ry  w e ll

b e lo v ed  by  t h e i r e  neighbours#  and th ey  a re  b o th  happy i n  t h a t  i t  h a th

p le a se d  God i n  toaken o f  h i s  lo v e  t o  them# and th e i r e  m u tu a ll lo v e  one to

a n o th e r  to  b le s s e  them w ith  maz\/ comely and w i t ty  c h i ld r e n " # The Guests#

th e  jAShes# and th e  k a n s e l l s  a r e  a l s o  commended f o r  t h e i r  happy m arriages#

b u t th e r e  were o th e rs  l i k e  John  r .r ig h t  and h is  w ife  who " l i v e  a v e ry  u n q u ie t

and ungodly  l i f e " #  o r  Thomas Hayward's w ife# who was "ahrew ed w ith  tongue#
56

so e  t h a t  they  l iv e d  u n q u ie t ly  and  un co m fo rtab ly "#

Women had  v e ry  l i t t l e  say  i n  m a tte rs  o f  p u b lic  concern ; t h ^  h e ld  no 

o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n s  and d id  n o t a t t e n d  p u b lic  m eetings* C c e ss io n s lly #  th ey  

were c a l l e d  upon to  w itn e s s  w i l l s  o r  a p p re n tic e s h ip  in d en tu re s#  and  th e  l ik e #

57* Gough# pp# 105# 164# 13C* 
56# Gough# pp# 66# 54» 115# 147» 146# 122.



365.

b u t  o n ly  i n  a secondary  c a p a c i ty  to  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  husbands# b u t they  

were no rm ally  g iv en  c o n tro l  o v e r the  runn ing  o f  th e  household# and were 

ex p ec ted  t o  p ro v id e  good h o s p i t a l i t y .  ».hen tir̂ e man I n te r f e r e d ,  th e  house* 

Keeping su ffe re d #  Rowland TUOkleston o f  ^ .x d erto n 's  f i r s t  w ife  was **a 

q u i e t t  l o w - s p i r i te d  woman# and s u f fe rW  h e r  husband to  concerne  h im se lfe  

w ith  a l l  tilin g s  b o th  w ith in  doores and w ithout#  soe  t h a t  th e i r e  housekeeping  

was n o t commendable". H is second w ife  a l t e r e d  a l l  t h a t .  "Shee was a  v e iy  

handsome gentlewoman and o f  a m asculine s p i r i t #  end w ould n o t s u f f e r  him to  

in te rm e d d le  w ith  h e r  concernes w ith in  doores# and sh e e  endeavoured to  keep 

a good house# b u t t h i s  caused  them to  keep an u n q u ie t house# and raary con

t e s t s  happened betweene theme which ended n o t w ith o u t b lo w s". Good h o s p i t 

a l i t y  was reg a rd ed  a s  an  e s s e n t ia l  v ir tu e #  and most men w ere happy to  le a v e  

th e s e  m a tte rs  to  t h e i r  w iv es. A few were q u i te  dependent upon them# a f t e r  

i’hones h o n e le y 'a  w ife  had died# he "went a l l  to  nought"# end Thomas i ow nton 's

w ife  "p roved  a v e ry  d i s c r e e t  and  p ro v id en t wonan# b u t t h e i r e  e s t a t e  b e in g
59

wasted# sh ee  m ain ta in ed  them by s e l l i n g  a l e " .

R e la tio n s  betw een p a re ilt s  and t n e l r  c ti i ld re n  were c lo s e  and  e s tra n g e 

ments were ra re #  The f a t h e r  was n o t u su a lly  the  harsh# a u th o r i t a r i a n  f ig u r e  

th a t  he i s  souietim es supposed  to  be# R ioiiard  Hayward# f o r  example# w ished  

to  be s  COOK a s  a boy# an a  " h is  in d u lg e n t fa  tlie r  p u t  him to  serve**# C h ild re n  

were sonistim es (though r a r e ly /  d i s in h e r i t e d  f o r  n s r ry in g  someone o f  whom 

t h e i r  f a t i i e r  d isapproved# b u t they were u s u a l ly  a llow ed  t h e i r  own ch o ic e  in  

t h i s  nm tter#  The f a m i l ia l  bonds were s tro n g #  and th e  c h i ld  o f te n  re p a id

59# ik)ugli# pp# 128# 1 5 0 # 1 3 9 #
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60
h is  p a r e n t s ' a f f e c t i o n  by  look ing  a f t e r  them in  o ld  age#

The a c t io n s  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  sodetim ea % used  a r i f t  betw een husband

and w ife# Gough's b ro th e r - in - la w  educated  h is  son in  t iie  b e a t  sch o o ls  in

th e  c o u n ty , b u t  became so  angry a t  h i s  f a i l u r e  and h is  s p e n d tlu r if t  ways th a t

he r e fu s e d  t o  have a n y th in g  more to  do w ith  him# h is  w ife  p ro v id ed  t h e i r

son  w itii money and a s e rv a n t  and s e n t  him to  v<ale6, b u t  he  g o t  no f u r th e r

than  an a le -h o u s e  j u s t  beyond Cswcstry# " I t  was long b e e f  o re  h is  f a th e r

would b ee  re c o n c i le d  to  him; b u t t  a t t  l a s t  he tooke him# p u t t  him in  » v ery

g e n t i l e  W b it#  gave him a  good horse# and s e n t  him to  c o u r t  a gentlew «nan

who was l i k e l y  to  bee a good w ife  f o r  him# b u t t h i s  matcli f a i l e d :  and scone

a f t e r  an  un lu ck y  match was made betw eene him and a s i s t e r  o f  &r# L lo y d 's#

a Montgomeryshire gentlem an# Ly b ro th e r  - in - la w  # Glover# gave him *:100

&er annum a t t  m arriage# and GlCO p e r  annum a t t  M s d ecease ; b u t t  some yea r e s

a f te r#  g r e a t  d i f f e re n c e  happened beetw eene ttie  f a th e r  and  son# and a la o e

betw eene tlie  son  and h is  w ife  and m other i n  law# B u tt in  some k in d e  humour

h is  w i f e 's  f r ie n d s  #/ersuaded him to  take  an  y e a r ly  sum to  m a in ts in e  him# and

to  p a r t  w ith  M s wife* and  th e  a n n u ity  b e in g  too  l i t t l e  to  su p p ly  M s ex-
61

travagancyes#  hee l iv e s  raeanely” # This s to ry  has been  q u o ted  i n  f u l l  a s

t h i s  i s  one o f  tlie  few in s ta n c e s  where fam ily  t i e s  a re  seen  t o  b e  under

s t r e s s #  and where g r e a t  e f f o r t s  were cede to  ho ld  th e  fa m ily  to g e th er#  I t

i s  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  to  th e  k in sM p  s t r u c tu r e  and t o  th e  co n ce p t o f  n e ighbou r-

l in e s a  t h a t  a f t e r  thte f i r s t  r i f t #  th e  young man was s e n t  ewey to  r e l a t i o n s

6C'# Gough# pp# 123# 1C5#
61# Ck>ugh# p#lC2«
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(though  w ltli money to  p ro v id e  l o r  h im /# and th a t#  i n  th e  l a s t  episode# h i s  

w i f e 's  f r ie n d s  a c te d  to  eW  th e  d ispu te#

I t  seems to  have been nonusl f o r  c h i ld r e n  to  le a v e  home a t  th e  age o f  

puberty# sa y  between 13 and I 5 f o r  g i r l s #  and 15-17 f w  boys# Hie e ld e s t  

so n  m ight rem ain  on tiie  farm  tiiTOughout h is  aao leso tfice#  b u t  younger sons 

w ere a p p re n tic e d  to  some neighbour o r  r e la t io n #  o r  l e f t  t o  become se rv an ts#  

G i r l s ,  too# l e f t  t h e i r  honres f o r  se rv ice #  though i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  come 

a c ro ss  a i ^  d e f i n i t e  in fo rm a tio n  ebou t t l i e i r  age upon s t a r t in g #  B ut d e s p i te  

th e s e  s p e l l s  away from home# fam ily  l in k s  rem ained s tro n g #  and  d u rin g  t h e i r  

o ld  age p a re n ts  co u ld  n o n ^ a lly  expect t h e i r  c h i ld re n  t o  look  a f t e r  them# 

uemuel and s r y  D raine m ain ta in ed  Id s motiier# "who i s  o f  g r e a t  age"# i n  h is  

tenem ent in  f id d le #  ^ r th u r  us v ie s  and h is  w ife  m ain ta in ed  h e r  fa th e r#  "who 

i s  v e ry  aged  and b l in d ,  i f  n o t deaf"# J (^ n  axki la r@ » re t liu e t looked  a f t e r  

h i s  f a th e r#  Thomas K e ll was k e p t by h is  son  in  p a r t  o f  o a ld e r to n  H ell#  Thomas 

Hayward " s o ld  and consumed a l l  h is  e s t a t e  and was a f te rw a rd s  m u in e ta in ed  on 

c h a ry ty  by h is  e ld e s t  son” # and a f t e r  Thomas Hodgkiss had ru in e d  h im s e lf  by 

d r in k  he w ent t o  l i v e  wiUi h is  son -in -law #  w h ile  h is  w ife  removed t o  th e  o ld  

n a rre n  mouse# "and M d n o th in g  to  m aijita ine  h e re ex fe  b u t t  w hat ne ighbours
62

sen t"#

e th e r  fam ily  t i e s  m entioned by <v>ough in c lu d e  f in a n c ia l  h e lp  betw een 

b ro th e rs#  R ichard  Hayward l e n t  h is  b ro th e r  money to  s e t  h im s e lf  up i n  

b u s in e ss  in  London# and p a id  h is  d eb ts  a f t e r  he had gone bankrupt#  and .• i l l i s m

62# i>#. a c f s r la n e #  L ia rv  # o^ c i t #. p. 52# dough# pp# 57» 154» 63#
143» 124» 121#
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Gough and h is  h a lf -b ro th e r#  Thcuoae DSKer# jo in e d  t h e i r  money to g e th e r  to

pay f o r  a le a s e  fo r  th r e e  l iv e s  e t  wWeeney. O th w  men s e c u re d  employn^nt

f o r  t h e i r  younger b ro th e r»  by t i ie i r  p e rso n a l in tro d u c tio n s #  f o r  i f  one

member oi* a fam ily  proved to  be  e good se rv an t#  then  i t  was reckoned th a t

o th e r  meohers would p robab ly  work e q u a lly  w ell#  buch parsem ai c w m ec tio n s
63

were o f  g r e a t  im portance i n  th i s  m atter#

. ny b re a k in g  o f  th e  k in sh ip  t ie »  was reg a rd ed  a s  u n n a tu ra l  end t r e a te d  

w itli deep su sp ic io n #  khen i l l i s m  Tyler# th e  rooet n o to r io u s  c h a ra c te r  i n  

th e  p a rish #  was accused  a t  th e  /^tssizee o f  a h e e p -s te a l i i^ #  h is  grandson#

Hiomas ^ l e r #  was th e  c h ie f  w itness#  b u t " th e  .Tury co n ce iv ed  i t  m slic io u se#  

and blam ed him f o r  o f f e r in g  to  hang h is  G randfather»  and so e  o ld  T y lw  was 

a c q u itte d " #  T his V .illiam  T y le r had u sed  th e  bonds o f  k in s h ip  to  a v e r t  th e  

c o u rse  o f  j u s t i c e  on a p rev io u s  occasion# when R ichard  C haloner# h is  

d a u g h te r 's  son# appeared  a t  th e  r e s i z e s  f o r  s t e a l i n g  a cow from one o f  h is

kinsf^an# "The owner was bound t o  p ro secu te#  b u t h i s  u n c le  w illia m  Tyler

to u ld  th e  p ro se c u to r  t h a t  th i s  C tialoner was h is  kinsman# and i t  would b e  a 

d is g ra c e  to  him as w e ll  a s  to  the  r e s t  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  to  M ve him hanged# 

and t h a t  h i s  f r ie n d s  would r a i s e  *5 among them to  pay f o r  th e  ccsv i n  ca se  hee 

would fo rb e a r s  th e  p ro secu tio n #  To t l i i s  th e  pix)»eoutor agreed# hee re c e iv e d  

th e  L3* hee  p r e f e r r e d  noe b i l l  and  C h a llo n e r vms q u i t t  by p ro c lam a tio n ; b u t 

soone a f t e r  w illia m  T y le r  th r e e tw e d  th e  p ro se c u to r  t h a t  hee would ru in e  o r  

hang him f o r  tak e in g  a b r ib e  t o  save  a th ie fe #  and  by t h i s  menaceing c au se d
64

th e  p ro s e c u to r  t o  pay bscke  th e  £3 t o  T y le r" #

63# Gough# pp# 123# 96#
64# Gough# pp# 112# 135*
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B ut cxitrageous f lo u t in g  o f  th e  k in s h ip  t i e a  aoüietim es caused  a s e v e r in g  

o f  r e la t io n s h ip s *  Vthen F icha  e l  Charrbers d id  n o t pay h i s  s i s t e r ' s  le g a c ie s#  

h is  b ro th e re -ir r* la w  took him to  c o u r t  and saw to  i t  t h a t  he  was im p riso n ed . 

H iere was r a r e ly  such t ro u b le  a s  t h i s .  The normal sy s tem  o f  in l^ e rita n c e  was 

p r im o g e n itu re , w ith  le g a c ie s  f o r  younger sons and daugh te rs#  and p ro v is io n  

f%r them upon t h e i r  m arriag e  o r  when se c u rin g  them employment. I f  th e r e  was 

no d i i l d  t o  in h e r i t#  th e n  a n e a r  r e l a t i o n  was u s u a l ly  chosen; (w illiam  L loyd  

was a p p re n t ic e d  w ith  h i s  u n c le  in  chrew sbury, who l e f t  him  h is  nouse# h i s  

shop# and h i s  la n d s ;  and  when Uie l a s t  o f  th e  D sakins d ie d  in  1611# he  l e f t  

h i s  e s t a t e  t o  h is  s i s t e r ' s  son . O ther exanples co u ld  b e  quoted# b u t th e  

m ost r e v e a l i i ^  comment o ccu rs  in  the  c a se  o f fiio im rd iiayward# who bequea thed  

n i s  tene iaen t i n  o a ld e r to n  to  h is  e ld e s t  b ro U ie r 's  son# who was w ell-know n to  

be an  a n a b a p t i s t .  he was "blamed by some gentlem an o f  h i s  a c q u a in ta n c e  f o r  

so e  doeing" on th e  grounds tr*at h is  nephew was a d is s e n te r#  b u t  "hee 

answ eared  t im t i t  was ik)d t h a t  had g iv en  him an  e s t a t e  and  a cco rd in g  to  th e  

i^w es o f  t h i s  Land w hich hee b e e lie v e d  were founded upon th e  i awes o f  God# 

t h i s  yor% loan was h i s  h e i r e ;  and hee d id  n o t f in d s  by  th e  i>aw th a t  hee ough t 

to  d i s i n h e r i t e  him b ecau se  hee was d i f f e r e n t  i'rom him i n  some opinicm s"* The
65

s t r e n g th  o f  h i s  k in s h ip  t i e s  d e f ie d  any o th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n .

F rie n d s  from  o u ts id e  tine k in sh ip  group were a ls o  c a l le d  upcm to  g iv e  

a d v ic e  end  t o  h e lp  i n  tim e s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y .  when# f o r  in s ta n c e #  John  Ronely 

was u n a b le  to  g e t  h is  r e n t  from w illiam  Tyler# he "im ployed f r e in d s  to  c m r

pound w ith  T y le r t o  be gon". Neighbours were ex p ec ted  to  be h e lp fu l  and_____

6 5 .  ikxigh# pp. 1 4 1 # 1 3 5 # 1 2 5 # 1 2 3 #
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h o sp ita b le #  and th e se  v i r tu e s  were f re q u e n tly  e n u n c ia te d  by Gough* Àlr*

ivlneston# th e  re c to r#  "k e p t good h o s p i t a l i t y  and was v e ry  c h a r i ta b le " #  b u t

h is  su c ce sso r#  r*  Lore# was "blam ed f o r  h i s  to o  irtuoh parsimony# o r

cove to u s  en esse# and w ant o f  ch isrity"*  w illia m  ««atkins was a nodel o f  v<hst

one sh o u ld  be# b u t  a s  to  R ichard  n icK erley# " I  n e v e r h e a rd  t h a t  h e  was

commended e i t h e r  f o r  h is  c h a r i ty  t o  th e  p o o rs , h i s  h o s p i t a l i t y  to  h is  n e i ^ ~
66

bcurs# n o r  h is  p l e n t i f u l l  housekeeping f o r  h i s  s e r v a n ts " .  V ^ickerley 's 

f a i l u r e s  d o w en stra te  what were c o n s id e re d  a s  th e  n e c e ssa ry  v i r tu e s  in  th e  

l i f e  o f  tli6  cocnnunity. ^ man who p ro sp e red  m a te r ia l ly  was o n ly  p ra is e d  i f  

he k e p t good h o s p i t a l i t y  and i f  he was c W r i ta b le  to  h i s  p o o re r  n e ig h b o u rs . 

(Lough m o tio n s  th a t  John  Dodd# Rlcr^ard Hayward# and Chômas L loyd each l e f t  

sums# ran g in g  beb^een £5  and £lC# to  pay fo r  b read  f o r  th e  poor# and i t  

aeeas t o  have been common p ra c tic e #  a t  l e a s t  in  l i s a b e th a n  times# to  b e -  

quet th  w hat sm a ll sums one co u ld  a f f o r d .  In  1374» Jo h n  % oulf gave " t o  every  

poors body w ith in  th e  p a r is h e  oxie hoope o f  r y e " # and to  eachi o f  h i s  s e rv a n ts  

3@.4d. In  1387» George Down to n  gave to  " th e  poors o f  t h i s  p a r is h  3»» to  

be im ployed a s  i t  s h a l l  seeuiS good to  my ex ecu to rs"#  and  a ewe lamb to  Jane# 

h i s  s e r v a n t - g i r l .  iJin  L 'atthew s' beciuests in  1370 were o f  w id e r scope# sh e  

gave I s .  to  th e  poor o f  oixewsbury# and a f u r t l i s r  6 s .d d . to  tw en ty  o f  th e  

p o o re s t  inm ates o f  th e  alm shouses there#  2 s . tow ards th e  c o s t  o f  r e p a i r in g  

Lÿddle church# and a hoop o f  ry e  " to  every p oo rs h o u sh o ld e r  on th i s  s id e  o f  

th e  p e r is h e " .  w illia m  Drayne (1363) a ls o  l e f t  a sm a ll sum o f  money tow ards 

th e  r e p a i r  o f  th e  h ighw ays.

66. (iOugh# pp. 1 1 2 # 1 7 # 1 8 # 8 4 .



371.

67
The two mu i n  c i^ a r i t ie e  l i s t e d  i n  Dagshaw's à  r e c to r y  o f  1851 w ere 

th e  r e n t- c h e rg e  o f  24s* p e r  annum l e f t  by Thon-ea e tc h e r  le y  i n  l680# and  

th e  a p p re n t ic e s i i ip - c h a r i ty  e s ta b l is h e d  by  i l l i s m  GOugh in  1669. This 

c h a r i ty  se rv e d  thie u s e f u l  ixirpose o f  pay ing  f o r  poo r boys i n  tiie  p e r is h  to  

be a p p re n tic e d  to  some trade#  and was p u t  to  r e g u la r  u se . C h a r ity  was one 

o f th e  suprem e v i r t u e s .  viougiri a ls o  p r a is e s  tiiose  who worked h a rd  and  s k i l 

fu lly #  and th o se  who w ere uprig^it i n  t i i e i r  persoTial l i v e s .  Thomas Hayward# 

ju n io r#  was "a  ̂a rso n  w e ll  re p u te d  i n  h i s  co u n try  and  o f  g e n e ra l  a c q u a in t

an ce . hee was j u s t  and f a y t i i ih l l  i n  a f i 'ira ie in g  o r  denying  a i^  n a t t e r  in  

co n tro v ersy #  soe  t h a t  le a s e  c r e d i t  was g iven  to  aoiite m en 's o a th e  than  to  h i s  

b a re  w ord". ijmi Thomas ^%sh was "a proper# coiaely person# h i s  f a th e r  gave 

him good co u n try  education#  wMdi# w itii th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a good n a t u r e l l  w it#  

a s tro n g  memory# a c u rte o u se  and m ild  beeliaviour# a sm ooth and a f f e b l e  way 

o f  d isc o u rse#  an  h o n e s t and r e l ig io u s e  d is p o s itio n #  a*de him a com pleat and

h o p e fu l!  young man . . .  hee was comended f o r  a v o id in g  t h a t  abom inable s i n  o f
68

prophane sw ea rin g " .

!<:odem a n th ro p o lo g is ts  and s o c io lo g i s t s  have s t r e s s e d  th e  r o l e  o f  th e

k in s h ip  s t r u c tu r e  i n  t r a n s m it t in g  m oral a t t i t u d e s  su ch  a s  th e s e  from one

g e n e ra t io n  to  a n o th e r .  h o t a l l  w i l d r e n  fo llcw ed  th e  way o f  l i f e  o f  t h e i r

p a re n ts#  b u t  a v e ry  h ig h  p ro p o r tio n  undoubtedly  d id  s o .  The c a re e r s  o f  th e

o f f s p r in g  o f  n i l l ia m  T y le r show ti^a t t h i s  in f lu e n c e  c o u ld  work a g a in s t  th e

i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  cocm unity  as  w e ll a s  f o r  i t#  b u t  m ost c h i ld r e n  were ta u g h t

67# b .iiagshaw , op . c i t ^  p .24b.
68. (3ough# pp . 124# 147#
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t o  a c c e p t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  by th e  exan^/le end p re c e p ts  o f t h e i r  

p a re n ts*

i v .  Qwer and ^ .u th o ri tv

The farm houses and c o tta g e s  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  i 'y d d le  were overshadow ed 

by th e  c a s t l e  and th e  church i n  a way th a t  sym bolised  th e  power o f  th e  le y  

end e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u th o r i t ie s *  This power was w eaker than  i t  was i n  many 

o f  th e  contem porary a ra b le  v i l l a g e s  f u r th e r  east#  w here th e  s q u ir e  and  th e  

p a rso n  were in  everyday c o n ta c t  w ith  t h e i r  te n a n ts  and c M rg e s ; some o f  th e  

h am le ts  end o u tly in g  farm s war's c o n ta in e d  in  o tlis r  manors and le y  o u t o f  

view more th a n  a m ile  d i s t a n t  trom th e  church* But t h i s  freedom  from  a u th 

o r i ty  i n  th e  woodland c o o m in itie s  was only r e la t iv e #  th e r e  was a g r e a t e r  

se iise  o f  independence than  in  th e  'c lo sed *  v i l l a g e s  o f  th e  f i e ld e n  a re as#  

b u t b o th  la y  and e co l es l a s  t i » ;  1 power conuinued t o  be w ie ld ed  e f f e c t iv e ly  

i n  ^ y u d le  d u rin g  th e  s i x  teen  tii and se v en te en th  c e n tu r ie s *  Hie m an o ria l 

c o u r ts  co n tin u ed  to  fu n c tio n  sm oothly long  a f t e r  th e  decay o f  th e  c a s t le #  

and tn e  power o f  even a n  a b s e n te e - lo rd  was se en  i n  h i s  s u c c e s s fu l  s t r u g g le  

to  r a i s e  en try  l in e s  i n  txie la  t e - 1 6 3 0 's* The church# too# w ea th e red  th e

sto rio s  o f  tn e  R eform ation  and tiie  C iv i l  uars# and by th e  end o f  th e  s e v e n t

een th  c e n tu ry  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  and m oral a u tl io r i ty  w ith in  th e  couinunity r e 

m ained unsMken*

The church a l s o  f u l f i l l e d  tlie  r o l e  o f  u n i t in g  th e  p a r is h  i n to  c conior 

u n ity #  a u n i t  to  w hich people  were consc ious o f  be long ing#  and vAiioh d is b -  

in g u ish e d  them from  t h e i r  ne ighbou rs i n  a d ja c e n t  p a rish es*  The b u i ld in g  

gave t h i s  community a u n ite d  se n se  o f  c o n t in u i ty  w ith  th e  ^ s t ;  i t  had been
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e re c te d  by t h e i r  a aces t o r e ,  h e re  th ey  had worehipped# end h e re  th ey  la y  

b u r ie d  e i t h e r  w itiiin  o r  w itiio u t I t a  w a l ls .  The ciiUrch a l s o  gave e se n se  

o f  p re s e n t  u n i ty  f o r  i t  se rv ed  a s  th e  one mee t in g -p ia o e  wiiere a l l  a l i k e  had 

th e  chance to  g a th e r  to g e th e r  a t  l e a s t  once a week. o ma H e r  numbers met 

a t  th e  manor c o u r t ,  b u t th e re  w ere no p a r is h  g i ld s  o r  a^y o tiie r  fcanmal body 

where a group was r e g u la r ly  asserobleoU Rhen s p e c ia l  p e rish -m e e tin g e  were 

c e l l e d  to  d is c u s s  c i v i l  b u s in e s s , i t  was w ith in  th e  church  w a lls  t h a t  p eo p le  

g a th e re d . howhere e ls e  was th e  oonraunity so  u n i te d ,  e i t h e r  physio s l l y  o r  

s p i r i t u a l l y .  Old and young, male and  fem ale , r i c h  and p o o r, on ly  came 

to g e th e r  a s  a whole f o r  d iv in e  s e r v ic e  on Sundays o r  a t  s p e c ia l  church 

f e s t i v a l s .

Upon th e s e  o c o a s io n s , th e  s o c i a l  g ra d a tio n s  w i th in  th e  community were 

fo rm a lis e d  by  th e  s t r i c t n e s s  o f  th e  s e a tin g  arrangem ents*  T here had been  no 

pews b e fo re  th e  R efo rm ation , b u t  th e n  th e  g e n try  f a m ilie s  le d  th e  way by 

i n s t a l l i h g  th re e  rows o f  set» us. T h eir example was fo llow ed  by  th e  tenem ent- 

fa rm e rs , and th en  by th e  c o t ta g e r s ,  u n t i l  th e  chu rch  was g iw d u a lly  f i l l e d .  

Gough was v e ry  much concerned w ith  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  e x a c t o rd e r in g  o f  th e  

s e a t s ,  an d , in d ee d , th e  whole framework o f h i s  book i s  b ased  upon th e  s e e t in g -  

p la n . D isp u te s  in e v i ta b ly  b ro k e  o u t a s  tim e w ent on, f o r  s e a t s  were t r a n s 

f e r r e d  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  by fam ily , b u t  by owneraM p o f  house o r  c o t ta g e ,  and 

p ro p e r ty  som etim es oimnged M nds and  becanie d iv id e d . fu r th e rm o re , th e  popu

l a t i o n  r i s e  o f  th e  m id -sev en teen th  c e n tu ry  t u t  ^^ressure on th e  amount o f  

sp a ce  a v a i la b le  f o r  new pews# These d isp u te s  c o u ld  cau se  g r e a t  b i t t e r n e s s  

o f  f e e l in g ;  a f t e r  lo s in g  a fe ig n e d  a c t io n  i n  tiie  manor c o u r t  w ith  th e
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i i tc h e r le y s  o v e r tlie  r i g h t  to  th e  c h ie f  a e a t  f o r  ? Merton, th e  Hanmers ceased

to  a t t e n d  fc^ddle churd^i and w orsh ipped  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  p e r is h  o f  h a s-

ch u rch . A d is p u te  in  I 658, when lu illiem  Forme to n  wrenched o f f  a lo ck  on

th e  pew door th a t  John  Dcwnton had f i t t e d  to  a s s e r t  h i s  r i g h t s  (a s  he

ztkOixgjTitj,  l e d  t o  a s p e c ia l  p a r is h  m eeting being  c a l l e d  to  smooth o u t a l l  th e

problem s. The m eeting was h e ld  by "a c o ris ld e reb le  p e r t  o f  th e  p e r i s h " ,  end

f iv e  o rd e rs  were made, and s ig n e d  by th e  m in is te r ,  two ohurchwardei^s, end

seven  o f  tiie  le a d in g  fb m il ie a . G ough's words can  h a rd ly  be b e t te r e d  a s  an

unconscious r e v e la t io n  o f  th e  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  time# " I t  was h e ld  a

th in g  unseem ly and undecen t th a t  a com^erQr o f  young boyee, and o f  persons

tiiS t ^ i d  noe le a  wans, sh o u ld  s i t t  ( i n  those  peiws which had been th e  passage)

above th o se  o f  th e  b e s t  o f  the  p e r i s h " .  This concern  w ith  s o c ia l  s t a tu s  i s

a l s o  seen  when (Jough w ro te  i n  scxue s u r p r i s e  o f  ihonas Jux  o f  Newton, "Hee

o f te n  k e p t comijeiiy w ith  h i s  b e t t e r s ,  b u t  shewed them noe more r e s p e c te  than

i f  they  had beene h i s  e q u a lls  o r  i n f e r i o r s " .

I t  was a l s o  c o n s id e re d  unseem ly when Thomas îîighway p r o f i t i r d  by th e

c o n g e s tio n  in  th e  church  d u rin g  th e  l a t e r  y ears  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry ,

when he a llo w ed  o th e r  c o t ta g e r s  to  sh a re  h is  pew p ro v id ed  th ey  i>aid him a
70

y e a r ly  sum f o r  t h i s  p r iv i l e g e .  T h is  had n ever been  done b e fo re  i n  Myddle, 

and  Highway ( th e  p a r is h  c le rk )  was w id e ly , b u t  i n e f f e c t iv e l y ,  c r i t i c i s e d ,  

b u t  even though th e r e  was no more room f o r  any more s e a t s ,  a tte n d a n c e  a t  

d iv in e  s e rv ic e  was s t i l l  expec ted . The com}.arts book o f  166$ d ie rg e d  John

69 .  Gough, pp . 4 ) ,  55, 68- 69 , 54# Lea wane were c h u rc h - ra te s .
70.  Gough, p . 115#
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hoorde» [l^ord ley£j,  R ichard  G ardner, a no iJLen . r i g h t  w ith  "«bsezitlhg  them

s e lv e s  from  t h e i r  p e r is h  church on dundayes and ho lydayes e t  d iv in e  s e rv ic e  

tym e", end ; Ia n  C haloner and ro b e r t  Cred were c ljarged  w ith  a b s e n tin g  them

s e lv e s  Arom the  sacrem ent* O tiier c a se s  a r e  re c o rd e d  i n  1666, 1679, and
71

1682# x ro v is io n  was a ls o  made f o r  tiie  s e rv a n ts  in  th e  s e a t in g - p la n a ,  and

i t  see^rs t im t  everyone was expected  to  a t te n d  re g u la r ly #

The g e n try  would have j u s t i f i e d  th e  s e a t in g  a rrangem en ts as  b e ib g  p a r t

o f  th e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r  o f  th in g s , end e la o  by th e  amount o f  le a  wans, o r  chu rch -

r a t e s ,  t h a t  they  paid# These v a r ie d  acco rd in g  t o  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e 's  pr(%y-

e r t y ,  and  t h e i r  payment was en fo rced  by the  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u rts#  In  1620,

f o r  in s ta n c e ,  Hiomaa DevieB appear© i n  th e  comperta  books f o r  n o t pay ing  h is

r a t e » ,  and i n  1668 Thonns H all o f  b a ld e r to n  was excommunie*, ted  f o r  r e fu s in g  
72

to  pay* H ie p ro p e r ty -ouvriers o r  occupier®  w ere a l s o  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  

:na i n  ten s nee and r e p a i r  o f  th e  churchyard  and w all#  th e  lanandwood te n e n e n ts , 

f o r  in s ta n c e ,  had to  keep in  r e p a i r  th e  s ix  y a rd s o f  walli%% th a t  l a y  to  the
75

e a s t  end o f  th e  ch u rch y ard , w h ile  th e  fa m ilie s  o f  H adnsll chap>elry had to

c o n tr ib u te  a q u a r te r  o f  th e  m aintenance c o s t s ,  dee p i  t e  hav ing  t o  lo o k  a f t e r

t h e i r  own c h a p e l-o f-e a se *

Then t h e r e  w ere a ls o  th e  norm al payments t o  th e  r e c t o r  and  to  th e  p a r is h

c le rk #  The r e c t o r  u s u a l ly  re c e iv e d  t i t h e s  i n  k in d ,  and was p a id  6d# p e r

annum by m ale s e rv a n ts  and 4d# by fem ale ones# he a ls o  re c e iv e d  th e  u su a l

E a s te r  dues end  o f f e r in g s  and was p a id  by a f ix e d  s e t  o f  fe e s  f o r  s p e c i s l

71# i / V V  72 , 74, 81 , and 87, L ic h f ie ld  J o i n t  R ecord  O ffice#
72. i y v /V 5 9 ,  and 74#
75# layddle i a r i s h  R e g is te r s  e x t r a c t s ,  ShroiLs#  ̂ rch# JRl# XX., ( 1886),

PP# 256-57#
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s e r v i c e s .  A ll  th e e e  payments w ere w r i t te n  down w ith  g r e e t  d e l ib e r a t io n  

i n  th e  church t e r r i e r s .  F o r in s ta n c e ,  th e  1699 t e r r i e r  re c o rd s  b u r i a l  fe e s  

a s  b e in g  I s .  f o r  a chu rchyard  b u r i a l  i n  a c o f f in ,  o r  6d. w ith o u t a c o f f in ,  

w ith  double  ch arg es f o r  b u r ia l s  in s id e  the  ch u rch . S o c ia l  p o s i t io n  a s  w e ll  

a s  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  pey probably  dete rm ined  w hether one was a llo w ed  b u r i a l  in  

th e  nave. Thus, Roger K ic h o ls s , th e  gentlem an f r e e h o ld e r  o f  I a ld e r to n  H all 

( 1872) co u ld  le a v e  h i s  bo4y " to  be buryèd i n  th e  churohe o f  M iddle a t  th e  

becke o f  Vr. b ay ley  h is  pewe", w h ile  th e  w i l l s  o f  more humble peop le  m ention 

b u r i a l  in  Ihe  ch u rchyard . vjcugh's so n  was b u r ie d  in  the  c h a n c e l, and h i s  

chance rem ark a b o u t th i s  su g g e s t t h a t  BOi.ie o f  th e  w e a l th ie r  i^ a rlsh lo n e rs  

w ere b e in g  b u r ie d  in  th e  c iian c e l, end o th e rs  i n  th e  nave , by the  l a t e -
74

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .

The t i t h e s  and pay aen ts  made tiie  p a r is h  o f  ' y d d le  a co m fo rtab le  l iv i n g .  

The V alo r E C o le s ia s tic u s  o f  1535 v a lu e d  tï^e r e c to r y  a t  £16 p e r  annum, w hich, 

a f t e r  d e d u c tio n s , l e f t  tiie  r e c t o r  a c l e a r  A l2 .7»*2d . T his v a lu e  g r e a t ly  in 

c re a s e d  a s  more la n d  was b ro u g h t in to  c u l t iv a t io n  and more peop le  s e t t l e d  in

th e  p a r ia h . The H ednall p e t i t io n e r s  o f  1693 claixaed t h a t  t h e i r  t i t h e s  were
75

w orth  and th e y  o n ly  amounted to  a q u a r te r  o f  th e  w h o le . The in v e n to ry  

o f  v .illiam  Hollcway (1689) shows t l i s t  by th e  la  te - a  even te e n  th  c e n tu ry  th e  

r e c t o r  co u ld  l i v e  in  some s t y l e  and th a t  h i s  s ta n d a rd s  o f  dom estic  com fort 

su rp a ss e d  axy in  th e  p a r is h .

The c h a ra c te r  end pereonE*lity o f  th e  r e c t o r  was o b v io u sly  o f  prim e 

im ports,nee i n  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  s p i r i t u a l  and m oral to n e  o f  th e  community.

74* Gough, p .l05«
75# Gough, p#13#
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Very l i t t l e ,  however, i s  known abou t them o th e r  then  from tiie  p e n rsk e tc h e s
76

o f  üougii, end  th e  b r i e f  reraerks o f  ro s te r*  Thcm s Toi%e was r e c t o r  f o r  

f o r ty  y e a r s ,  between I 3I I  and 1551, b u t  Gou^i Wd on ly  h e a rd  o f  him by 

name# He was succeeded  by  Joi*n Higgyns (1551"63 ;, who may have been  an  

a b s e n te e , f o r  "««yllyam banes t e r ,  c u ra te "  was named a s  th e  m in is t e r - i n -
77

ch arg e  a t  th e  tiiae  t h a t  th e  in v e n to ry  o f  church goods was tak en  i n  1553*

Then, f o r  th e  n e x t f iv e  y e a r s ,  Ric^j@rd F o s te r  was r e c t o r ,  b u t  he to o  i s  

Known only  by name* The f i r s t  r e c to r  whom Gough co u ld  w r i te  a b o u t was 

ThOR&ts n i l  to n ,   ̂ .#1. ,  in cu n b en t from 1568 to  1596# "He was c a r e f u l  to  

Reforms th o se  tilin g s  t i ia t  th rough  n e g lig « ic e  were grown i n t o  d i s o r d e r ,  and  

t o  s e t t l e  th in g s  i n  such a way a s  m ight conduce to  th e  f u tu r e  peace and  bene

f i t  o f th e  p a r is h io n e rs ''#  In  o th e r  words, he was a sound ,.n g lic an *  The 

tia ree  c h a in ed  books o f th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  t h a t  a re  s t i l l  k e p t  i n  th e  

ch u rch  may w e l l  have been bought du ring  h is  incuirbency, f o r  th e y  a r e  a l l  

a p o lo g ie s  o f  th e  p o s i t io n  ad o p ted  by th e  Church o f  England, w r i t te n  by 

^ rsam us. Je w e l, and ««hitg ift#  U n fo rtu n a te ly , no e a r ly  chu rchw ardens ' seeWUBis 

s u rv iv e  to  i l lu m in a te  th e  p ro g re s s  oi‘ th e  ^ e fo rn is tio n , and th e  e v e n ts  w ere 

to o  d i s t a n t  f o r  ^kxugh to  have any r e a l  knowledge#

'W ilton was succeeded  by -talph h in a a to n , Z .j #, r e c t o r  from  1596-1629, 

who was d@»cended from "Hie a n c ie n t  and wortiiy fam ily  o f  th e  h in a s to n s  of 

h o rd ley "*  He was bom  in  I 560 and had g radua ted  from St# a r y  H a l l ,  O xford, 

and  m ust have s e rv e d  e lsew here b e fo re  he  came to  lydd le#  he h ad  a n  e s t a t e

76. Gough, pp# 15*19; J*f o e te r ,  , lum ni x o n ien ees, 15CO-1714,
London, I 966 re p r in t#  c\V.,

77* Llyddle I a r i s h  R eg is te ro #  ohroua# i a r i s h  .e ;à a te r  jQ C##|p*vif
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i n  'M ontgom eryshire, end i n  a d d i t io n  to  c o n s c ie n tio u s ly  perfo rra ing  h i s

d u t ie s  in  H yddle, he was i rebend  o f  &t« ^.saph, and  a  c h a p la in  t o  Kihg James I .

i.rOugli d ^ c r i b e s  him a s  "a p erson  o f  bo ld  and  undaunted  s p i r i t  • • •  k e p t

good h o s p i t a l i t y  and was v e ry  c h a r i ta b le " *  H is g ra v e s to n e  i s  in s c r ib e d ,  "He

had  c a r e f u l ly  and  r e l i g io u s ly  perform ed h ia  (k i l l in g " .

he was fo llow ed  by Thoiias '{ore, (163^-0*1646 /, an  u npopu lar York-

sh ire ia an  who was th e  f i r s t  r e c to r  to  be p re se n te d  by the  Bari o f  bridgew ater*

he re s id e d  a t  l l le s m e re  where he h ad  a n o th e r  (and  b e l t e r )  l iv in g *  He was
78

p re s e n te d  a t  tiie  b is h o p 's  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  1633 f o r  n o n -re s id e n c e , and  i t  may

have been from t h a t  tim e  t i ia t  he k e p t a ck ira te  a t  .iyddle# h i s  b ro th e r  l iv e d

in  th e  parsonage  (and , l a t e r ,  a t  K sgle farm , and fanned  th e  t i t h e s  o f  th e

p a r i s h ,  " a t  a d e a re r  v a lu e  tiian  e v e r  tixey have been  s in c e  s e t t  fo r"*  More

came to  huddle only  once a m onth, r id in g  up to th e  ciiurch j u s t  b e fo re  th e

s e r v i c e ,  and  le a v in g  a s  soon a s  i t  had f in ish ed *  lie "was muoii oomended fo r

an  €B(cellent p re a c h e r  and a s  mudi blam ed f o r  h is  too zxaacti parsim ony, o r

c o v e to u B w e sse , and  w ant o f  cHiarity"* Ihe cM nce to  e v ic t  him came d u rin g

th e  C iv i l  V'Srs, f o r  n o t on ly  was he  an a b se n te e , b u t  an  a rd e n t  r o y a l i s t  a s

w ell*  He was fo rc e d  to  f l e e  to  London, end he was perm anen tly  o u s te d  0*1646*

The X u ritan  d iv in e  who re p la c e d  him was Joshua RdcXxardaon, i.I*a* (c*1647*

62) ,  th e  son  o f  Joshua R icW rdson o f  Lrougliton* He W d g ra d u a te d  a t  L re se -

nose C ollege, Oxford, and had been  V icar o f  ho ly  Cross, biirewsbury from 1643

t o  1647* He Was d e sc r ib e d  i n  a 1 a rliau iS n ta ry  I n q u i s i t i o n  a s  "an  a b le
79

M UVlstw". fcPd by Gpwih w  "an fcble ai.d  Hi*
73. JVV/V53.
79# R *A *P.bkinner, i^onrCom 'oroiIv in  ^ i r o i ^ i à r e * o h re ro b u ry , 1964,  p#lC9*
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whoa l e  employi.ient was a b o u t th e  concernes o f  h is  m in is try "#  He c o n tin u e d  

f o r  a v /h lle  a f t e r  th e  Î e s te r a  t io n ,  a s  th e  E a r l  o f  b r id g e w a te r  knew o f  h is  

h ig h  r e p u ta t io n  in  th e  p e rish #  He t o ld  'Tkmgh t h a t  he would w i l l i n g l y  have 

conform ed to  th e  d i s c ip l in e  and c o r a t i t u t i o n  o f  tXie Church o f  F n g lsn d , b u t  

he re fu s e d  to  s u b s c r ib e  t o  th e  D e c la re tio n  a g a in s t  th e  solem n League and 

C ovenant o f  1662# He was removed from h is  p o s t ,  and  a f t e r  l iv in g  a t  

brougliton  f o r  a tim e , he I'emoved to  Ik in g  to n , n e a r  .ih itc h u rc h , where he 

m ain ta in ed  h ira a e lf  by te a c h in g , u n t i l  h is  d e a tii in  I 67I# He bequea thed  

b ib le s  and some co p ies  o f  K icijard B a x te r 's  .. C a ll  to  th e  un co n v erted  to  be 

g iv e n  to c e r t a i n  poor peop le  in  tn e  p a r is h  o f  7/yddle# h i s  s to r y  i s  ty p ic a l  

o f  many o th e r  h o n -co n fo rm ist m in is te r s  o f  th e  time*

william Holloway, ut*/>* (1 6 1 4 -8 9 ), vt-as the next rec to r*  He was th e  son 

of barns baa iiolloway of L i t t l e  Jaddesc e.i, H ertfo rd sh ire , the residence  o f  tirie 

lÀ rl o f .xidgewater* He and iiis  b ro tn er, Thomas, graduated a t  C h ris t 

Churcri, LXford, and both were p re fe rre d  by th e i r  noble neighbour* Thomas 

becai.ie a v ic a r  in  W iltsh ire , and *,i l l ia m  became th e  r e c to r  of North Cheriton 

in  doceraet* ^ .fter serving th e re  fo r ten  y ea rs , in  1662 he came to  %ddle#

To Gougli, he was " sh o rt-s ig X :ted  b u t  o f  a d is c e rn in g  s p i r i t  to  d is c o v e r  th e  

n a tu re  and d is p o s i t io n  o f  persons* He was n a tu r a l l y  a d d ic te d  to  p a s s io n , 

which hee v en ted  in  some iia s ty  e x p re s s io n s , n o t  s u f f e r in g  i t  t o  g sq g reen e  in to  

m alice* Hee was e a s i ly  persuaded  to  fo rg iv e  i n j u r i e s  b u t  w ise ly  s u s p ic io u s e  

( f o r  th e  fu tu r e /  o f  one th a t  iiad once done him a d is k in d n e s s e " * IXiring 

h i s  incumbency th e  ..n g lic a n  l i t u r g y  was re s to re d *  The ohurchw arden 'e  M M M M  

f o r  1662 re a d , " Isy d  to  John Food, x im er, f o r  a d o rn in g  th e  c h u rc h , £4*6s*0d* * *
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F o r s u r p l i c e ,  t a b l e - c l o th ,  c a r p e t ,  a l i k e ,  t i i re d , w aahihg , m aking, ik- •••

F or / l ie  f o r  ti:e  Jo y n e r  and le e  t e r  /.loyde  f o r  ta k in g  up th e  r a y le a  i n  the  

c h an c e l, la # "  j."he 1663-64 e n t r i e s  in c lu d e , "F o r th e  oooka o f  H om ilieo and 

Carmans, 9a# • • •  F o r th e  new ta b le  and f ra u e , Lps# F o r  the books o f  

i . r t i c l s b ,  b d ."

The l a s t  r e c t o r  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  was Hugh D a le , (1689-1720)

th e  son  o f  a  C hesh ire  gen tlem an , end g ra d u a te  o f  j r à s e n o s e  College# ly 'd d le  

was h is  f i r s t  and  on ly  p o s t ,  b u t ,  u n fo r tu i is te ly ,  Gough ni*ksa no comment ab o u t 

him#

The th r e e  p a r is h  c le r k s  whom Cough had kno^m w ere from  th e  p o o re r  

s e c t io n s  o f  t iie  cwomunity# w illia m  liunt was "a ^eraon  v e ry  f i t t  f o r  th e  

p la c e , a s  to  h is  rea d in g  and s in g in g  w ith  a c l e a r  and  a u d ib le  v o ic e " , who 

a l s o  k e p t  a p e t ty  sc h o o l and l iv e d  In  a sm ull tenem ent a t  th e  low er end o f  

pyddle v i l la g e #  H icltard  Hspnes, a po o r t a i l o r ,  and  th e  son  o f  a ^ r t o n  

c a rp e n te r ,  was a l s o  "a p e rso n  i n  a l l  r e s p e c ts  w e ll q u a ly f ie d  f o r  t h a t  

o f f i c e " ,  b u t  he was d ism isse d  a f t e r  th e  . e s tc n » t io n  a f t e r  re m o n s tra tin g  w ith  

maypole r e v e l l e r s ,  a l le g e d ly  sa y in g  tirist i t  was a s  s i n f u l  to  dance round  th e  

L'ft»y-pole a s  i t  was to  cu t o f f  the  k in g 's  head# lie a lw ays d e n ie d  u s in g  

th e se  words# lie was re p la c e d  by Th^sas Higliway, "a p e rso n  a l l  to g as  t h e r  

u n f i t t  f o r  sucli an  imployment# h ee  can  re a d  b u t  l i t l e i  hee can  s in g  b u t 

one tu n e  o f  tiio  i)sa laes#  He can  s c a r s e  w r i te  h i s  owne name, o r  read  

w r i t te n  hand", He was l a t e r  g iv en  a more a b le  a s s i s t a n t ,  and was m o re-o r- 

le a s  c o n fin e d  to  th e  r o l e  o f  se x to n  by th e  end o f  th e  cen tu ry#

b h ro p a h ire  was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  e f f e c te d  by  d i s s e n t  d u rin g  th e  s e v e n t-
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80
een th  cen tu ry#  The Compton e o c le s ia s t i c a  1 census r e tu r n s  o f  16?6 

niBDber 36,923 p eo p le  in  th e  coun ty  over th e  ag e  o f  16 , end  o v e r 98*3 

p e rc e n t  o f  th e s e  conform ed to th e  Church o f  England# T here  were on ly  

36b ( o r  C#3 p e rc e n t/  Roman C a th o lic s  i n  th e  county# A t N hdelay, 31 o f  th e  

43b p eo p le  who w ere counted  were C a th o l ic s ,  end th e re  w ere 3b more e t  F i l e s -  

mere, b u t  nowhere e ls e  d id  th ey  reecti doub le  f ig u re s#  There w a s , none in  

y d d le  e t  t h i s  tim e , end o n ly  one o r  two a t  th e  m ost i n  o th e r  p laces#  In  

the  co u n ty  a s  s  whole in  1676 th e re  were 644 I^ o n -con fo rm ists , which was o n ly  

ab o u t 1 percen t#  F ig h t u e rk e t  towns c o n ta in e d  3^4  o f  them# 72 in  bhrew s- 

bury# 70 i n  O sw estry , 4L in  W elling ton , 3 l  each i n  Newport and  i.h itc h u rc h , 21 

eboii i n  Ludlow and wt# i ^ r t i n s ,  and  a n o th e r  2C i n  E llesm ere#  The r e s t  w ere 

s c a t t e r e d  th in ly  over th e  co u n try s id e#  i n  th e  i-a r ish  o f  \y d d le  ( in c lu d in g  

th e  cXiapelry o f  t* d n a l l /  th e re  were 398  ̂n g U o an s and 10 N 'on-conforraists#

Not u n t i l  the ev a i^ e lic a l rev iv a l of the la te -e ig h te e n th  century  d id  D issen t 

asaume any re a l  s ig n ific an ce  in  o drops h i re# The Old D issen t f lo u rish ed  in  

sofie woodland oo:.inunities, bu t not in  kyddle, nor in  i t s  neighbouring 

parishes#

R eferences to  d is s e n te r s  a r e  v e ry  s p a r s e  i n  a l l  the re c o rd s  co n ce rn in g  

th e  community o f  i,yddle d u rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry#  - f t e r  th e  re v o 

lu t io n a ry  s e t t le m e n t  o f  1689, th e  house o f  hi l l i s m  Cocke was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  

the  Q u a rte r  u e s s ic n s  a s  a p la c e  o f  p u b lic  woruMp# Cooke was a C hesh ire

man who had j u s t  come to  be te n a n t a t  b le a p  h a ll#  He w®s a churchw arden i n

8C# h i l l i a m  S a l t  L ib ra ry , S ta ffo rd #
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1689, a n d  a g a in  i n  lb 9 9 , so  h is  d is s e n t  does n o t  seem t o  have been o f  s

s e r io u s  o r  ^ m s n e n t  na tu re#  h is  house was r e g i s t e r e d  in  1690 and  1692,

b u t a p a r t  from t i i is  th e r e  i s  no in d ic a t io n  o f  any  r e g u la r  h o n -co n fo rm ist

m eeting  p la c e s  i n  pariah#  The on ly  r e f e re n c e  i n  though to  such  a m eet-

i %  was o u ts id e  th e  p a r is h  i n  tiie Commonwealth e r a ,  when a n  Independen t

p re a c h e r  h e ld  a fouz—hw ir p ray e r-m ee tin g  a t  th e  home o f  Ẑr# Themes B aker,

J # i # ,  a t  oweeney# Gougii had a h i ^  regard  fo r  Joshua Richardson, bu t was

contemptuous of C atholics and of tlie more extreme hon-conforris ts# F hen

Thtxoas L o v e t t ,  J u n io r ,  l e f t  kydd le  to  e n te r  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  a b t a f f o r d s h i r e

C a th o l ic ,  he becane a c o n v e r t , and in  (kxigh 's w ords, " le a v in g  th e  r e l l ig ic m

w h ere in  hee was bo rne  and b a p tiz e d , hee bee to o k e  h im s e lfe  t o  h i s  beads"#

The r r i e n d s  he d ism issed  a s  " t h a t  p h a n a t ic a l l ,  s e i f e - c o n o e i te d  s o r t  o f

people c a lle d  Quakers ### /w iti^ th e ire  canting  way o f  d isco u rse" , w hile
81

f .n a b a p t is ts  end F i f t h  :.ionarchy Men were t r e a te d  e q u a lly  se v e re ly #  .rOugh 

was w r i t in g  v e ry  much from tiie  o rthodox p o in t  o f  v iew , and  i n  th e  absence  o f  

N on^conform ist r e c o rd s ,  one sim ply  does n o t know th e  ran g e  and deptli o f  

o th e r  opinion# a u t  th e  m a jo rity  o f  people  i n  n o r th  S h ro p s h ire  conforraed

to  th e  L s te b i is h e d  Church and r e g u la r ly  a t te n d e d  i t s  s e r v i c e s ,  and b o th
\

C a th o lic ism  and .laissent a t t r a c t e d  on ly  a h a n d fu l o f  s u p p o r te rs  w ith in  

th e  p a r ish #

oome o f  th e  su rv iv in g  w i l l s  su g g e s t a r e a l  co n ce rn  w ith  r e l ig io u s  

m atte rs#  /.nn &a tthew s o f  I y d d le  (157C) s t a r t e d  h e r  w i l l ,  " F i r s t  I  com nit 

my s c u l l  i n to  th e  handds o f  ^ u lm ig h ty e  god, m oste c e r ta y n ly e  b e le v in g e  to

81# Gough, pp# 98, 135, 107#
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have f u l l  reerrâsalon and for^evenea o f  a l l  my a inn e s , onely by the  deaths

and bludaheadinge o f  our Lorde and saivoui'e Jesus C h r is ts , Item , I  bequithe

ray body to  be buryed in  the  churohe yards of 'Middle, nothli%e doubting®, but

th a t  a t  the  l a s t s  day in  the s e l f  same bodye beinge g lo r ify e d  I  s h e l l  ryse

a ^ y n e  and see my redemer"# i t  c<»n be argued tXiat th i s  was law yer's  jargon

and th a t o th e r w ills  suggest th a t such phrasing was something o f a standard

fo m , but th e re  were se v e z tl v a ria tio n s  th a t were used, and th e  handwriting

and sp e llin g  g ive  the impression th a t  although conventional terms might be

used, such w ritin g s  r e f le c t  genuine belief#

xiS f a r  as can be seen, attendance a t  d iv ine se rv ic e  was mstched by »

genert 1 aoosj/tance of the  moral teaciiings o f th e  church# yddle was f a r

from bein^; an id le  and law less woodland community suoti as Norden and o ther

contemporary w rite rs  Judged the type to  be# s u p e rf io ia l  read ing  o f Gough

might suggest g re a t iinnorality , bu t h ie  more scandalous passages concern only

a sm all f ra c t io n  of tiie community, who in  no v»ay ty p ify  the whole# The

scandalous passages a re  the  ones th a t cetcii the eye and remain in  th e  BMmory,

bu t in  f a c t  they involve only a few members of tiie community# In  the  ea rly

years of the n ine teen th  century, tiie e n tr ie s  in  the p arish  r e g is te r s  show

th a t about e ig h t percen t o f the baptisms were i l le g i t im a te ,  and by 1861 in

the Ellesmere d i s t r i c t  (which included yddle/ more than ten  percen t o f
82

b ir th s  were illeg itim a te#  This is  very high fo r  a ru ra l  urea o f  th a t  

time* liOwever, tiieae figu res a re  in  no way ty p ic a l o f  the cotmounity o f 

; yddle during the sixteenU i and severe teen th  c e n tu r ie s , fo r  ti*e e n tr i« s  in
 ...............   I I I . » , .1 ■■■................   . .      ' " mmwmwrnwmwwmm—

o2# J # k .‘« iilso n , *he im p e r ia l  G a z e tte e r  o f  England and  ..a lee#  1370#
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in  the perish  register©  suggest tW t i t  was tiion under one percent* "„

There i s  s no ticeab le  r i s e  in  th e  i i l e g i  tiujsqy ra te s  in  tiie Is  te -

eigii teen th  and ea r ly -n in e  teen th centuries# In  xudor and O tuart ^^ddle
4( M

the orthodox moral code was accepted by nearly  everyone, reg a rd le ss  o f 

c la s s , and equally  regard less of time# 'Diere were c e r ta in  'bad  fam ilie s ' 

ana a few notorious in d iv id u a ls , as in  many o th e r communities, both then 

and now, but the crim e-ra te  seems to have been low er, and tiie morel code 

more s t r i c t l y  observed, than is  the case in  much o f  tiie hngiand o f today#

1 r e s u l t  understanding o f  the  motives fo r  crime and im m orality i s  im

p e rfe c t , so how much more d i f f i c u l t  i t  is  to  try  to  understand the reasons 

why people tu rned  to  crime and ignored the moral standards o f  the  age of 

the ,.'udors and b tuarts#  There were the usual p e tty  th ie v e s , both male 

and fem ale, and there were those who were compulsive s te a le rs#  Reece 

n enlock o f the a ea r ;:ouse, and M s two sons, Reece and John, "never s to le  

any conaiaen-ble goods, bu t were n ig îit w a lle rs , and robbed oarchyards and 

gardens, and s to le  hay out o f  .aeaoows, and com e when i t  vats o u tt  in  th e  

f e i ld s ,  and sm all tiiiiigs th a t ,,ei'Sorjs by ca re le ssn esse  had l e f t  ou t of 

aoors"# Ihe fa th e r  was cured o f  s te a lin g  hedge tim ber when a neighbour 

f i l l e d  a s t ic k  witii gunpowder, which exploded when wenlock s to le  i t  and 

pu t i t  in  h is  oven# ^jiotiier CA^pulaive p e tty  th ie f  was John /js ton , a
■; '-j

houlston  lab o u re r, who was "a s o r t  o f a s i l l y  fe llo w , very id le  and imicti 

given to s te e lin g  of p o u ltry  and Sicall things"# he was freq u en tly  warned 

by h is  neighbours, but continued to  s te a l  and was even tually  t r i e d  a t  

Shrewsbury# he was saved by the Jury valuing th e  p o u ltry  he had s to le n
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a t  o n ly  l i d . , " a t t  which th e  Judge la u g h t h e a r t i l y  end s a id  he  was g la d

to  h ea r#  t h a t  coci<.» and henna were soe  cheap i n  t h i s  c o u n try " # Thia

e x p e rie n c e  made . a ton  more c a r e f u l ,  " b u t t  hee l e f t  n o t  h is  o ld  tra d e  
83

whoa lly** #

T iiis type  o f  person  was reg a rd ed  w ith  sinused con tem pt and much

to le r a n c e ,  b u t th e r e  w ere o th e rs  who le d  a more o rg a n is e d  l i f e  o f  c rim e.

John  C oassge o f  ydd le  was "a d runken, debauched p e rs o n " , w e l l-  nown f o r

h i s  c r i rü in s l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and e v e n tu a lly  im prisoned  f o r  c o u n te r fe i ti i% #

o u t  " th e  i b i s  e s t  t i i e i f e  t n s t  ever 1 h eard  o f  i n  th is  p e r is h "  was John  Owen

o f  l y a d l e ,  Wio s l e p t  by day and s t o l e  by n ig /i t .  l i i s  s p e c i a l i t y  was

c a t t l e -  and  h o r s e - s te a l in g ,  b u t he was e v e n tu a lly  appre*»ended upon h id in g

a s t o l e n  h o rse  i n  some rougii ground o f  George i io .^ a to o k '6  a t  h o u ls to n , s

f a v o u r i t e  r e c e p t io n  p la c e  o f  h i s .  he was t r i e d  and  banged a t  Shrew sbury ,

and  " g r e a t  nuiijbers o f  peop le  went t o  see  h is  e x e c u tio n  an d  t o  h e a r s  h i s
84

c o n fe s s io n , which th e y  say  was ve ry  la r g e " .  The o n ly  o th e r  pe rso n  to  

be se n te n c e d  t o  d e a th  i n  th e  p a r is h  was Hugh jrlk s  o f  i^ r tc m  who had m urdered 

a s e r v a n t  g i r l  th e r e  when she  had r e c o ^ i s e d  him  in  th e  a c t  o f  s t e a l i n g ,  

o u t  v ic io u s  criiue such a s  t h i s  was most u n u su a l.

The se x u a l code o f  th e  cliurch was a cc ep ted  by a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  

community. iiroken roarriages and c a se s  o f  a d u l te r y  w ere  r a r e ,  end th e  

i l l e g i t im a c y - r a te  i n  tiie  s ix te e n th  and aev en teen tii c e n tu r ie s  was low . There 

were few c a se s  t i ia t  were b roug lit b e fo re  tiie  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s .  J u d i th

33* Gough, pp. 61, 89.
84# Gough, Pi# 57, 91.
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i.d lch  was ciibzged w ith  fo rn ic a t io n  in  th e  c o n p e r ts  books o f  1682, and 

se v e n te e n  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  ,i.rthu r i^aviea and J&ne o r r i s  w ere c a l l e d  t o  answ er 

a c iia rg e  o f  " l iv e in g  to g e th e r  in  open f o rn ic a t io n " ;  a charge  t h a t  was
85

re p e a te d  on th r e e  occasio ris d u rin g  tn e  fo llo w in g  year#  There a r e  one o r

two e a r l i e r  refe rence©  to  i l l e g i t i i w  te  c r i i ld re n , ou t on tiie w hole, th e

re c o rd s  o f  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u rts  do n o t sug^^est much im m orality# h o r

do th e  p e r is h  r e g i s t e r s  nawe many b a s ta rd s , and Gough's s t o r i e s  a r e  l im i te d

to  a few e x c e p tio n a l  fau iiliea#

The ones he doea r e f e r  to  a r e  t r e a te d  i n  tiie  m ost s c a th in g  manner#

E lis a b e th ,  tiie  d a u g h te r  o f  », i l l i a m  f y l e r  and tiie  w ife  o f  w i l l i a m  b io k ie y ,

"was a cc o u n te d  a lewd woman, and had sev e re  11 d a u g h te rs  who had noe b e t t e r

a r e p u te  • • •  ahee  was more coumendable f o r  h e r  b e au ty  th a n  h e r  c h a s t i t y ,

and  was th e  r u i n  o f  ti*e fam ily" # L a rg a re t 1 orraa to n , th e  w ife  o f  ««illiam

C h a lo n e r, th e  .y d d le  cooper, " l e f t  t iire e  d a u g i.te rs , two o f  w hich a r e  a s

im pudent w hores a s  any in  the  c o u n try " . ,.nd M c iia e l Criaiiibera o f  h a ld e r to n

h a l l "  was w h o tlly  a d d ic te d  to  id le n e s s e ,  and  tiie  r e f  o re  noe xoarvel t h a t  hee

was la s c iv io u s e  • • •  h i s  lewd c o n so r ts  were sucii ug ly  n a s ty  bawds, t h a t

th e y  m ight a lm o s t resem ble  u g lin e s s e  i t s e l f e ,  and  su ch  a s  were th e  very

scozVie o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  and v i l e s t  deoauciiees o f  tiio se  tim e s" . I t  i s  v e ry

n o t ic e a b le  t h a t  when ti*e l a r g e s t  lanaow ners in  th e  coun ty  faL iiered  o a s ta rd a
86

th ey  escaped  th e  s t r i c t u r e s  o f  i/ough#
87

In h is study o f tiie modem wuffolK v illa g e  o f '/ kenfield* Ronald

85 . ip 'V /V '87 , and % .
86 . Gough, pp# 113, 132, 143, 141*
87* E .B ly th e , . k e n i 'ie la .  London, 1909*
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b ly th©  quotes e im g ia tr e te  a s  s e y in g , " In  th e  v i l l a g e  th e r e  was alweym th e

bed  Family# Ever;, v i l l a g e  had one and we knm  them a l l#  They^ceme up ■

[in  c o u r ^  over and over a g a in , end we w atched them go ing  s lo w ly , in e v i ta b ly

d o w n h ill" . bhe was s u ra  th ey  f e l t  no aha me. The bad Fam ily  in  th e  connr *

u n i ty  o f  iy d d le  wee s i r e d  by V ,illiam  T y le r  o f  brendw ood, a person  o f  ®e

mesne s t a t u r e ,  lan ck e  ha i r e ,  and a manly co u n ten an ce" . The T y le rs  were an

a n c ie n t  fam ily  in  th e  p a r is h ,  b u t o n ly  w ith  V .illiam  d id  they  s t a r t  to  beccMoe

n o to r io u s .  lie broke up a n e ig iib o u r 's  c a r r ia g e  by h i s  a d u l te r y ,  which ended

w ith  him fa t i ie r in g  a b a s ta rd  d a u g h te r . «.hen tM a  g i r l  was grown u p , T y le r

took  h e r  a s  h i s  housexeeper and e v e n tu a lly  fa th e re d  a b a s ta r d  on h e r  a s  w e ll .

i.e was a ls o  well-known in  th e  t le -h o u s e s  and fre^^uen tly  i n  debt# At l a s t ,

he was a r r e s t e d  fo r  d e b t a f t e r  a s t r u g g le  i n  th e  ciriurohyard one Lunday, when

" th e  consteiv ia  t io n  and lam en ta tio n  o f  i d l e r ' s  A rien d s , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  wcxoen,

was such  a s  I  c an n o t e a s i ly  d em o n s tra te " . John  U osssge and  some t ip s y

com panions o f fe re d  t o  r e le a s e  him, b u t  he was s a f e ly  s e c u re d . . i f t e r  h i s

r e l e a s e ,  he  w asted  h i s  e s t a t e  on d r in k ,  b u t  l iv e d  to  a n  o ld  a g e , p s s s ib g  h is

tiiTM by tend ing  a l i t t l e  f lo c k  o f  sheep  on th e  commons, and s t e a l i n g  th o se

o f  h is  ne ighbours when th e  chance a ro s e .  "hee had beene accustom ed to

s t e a l e i n g  a l l  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  and co u ld  n o t fo rb e a r s  i n  h is  o ld  a g e " . Some

o f  G ough 's s t o r i e s  o f  h i s  t ro u b le  w ith  h is  n e ighbou rs have a lr e a d y  been

re c o u n te d . The manor c o u rt  books a l s o  m ention a ch arg e  a g a in s t  him o f

i l l e g a l l y  c u t t in g  down tim b er. he w is c o n s ta n t ly  i n  a v a r i e ty  o f  t r o u b le s ,
88

y e t  he was n o t w ith o u t h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a s  was shown a t  th e  t j —  of  h ie  a r r e e t .

8 8 . Gough, pp. 132, 112.
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h is  d a u g h te r , l 'i ls a b e ü * , has a lr e a d y  been  m entioned* i l ls  o th e r  

dfcugtiter, itnne, was auandoned by h e r  husbaiid , P .ic iisrd  C lay to n . h is  so n , 

ic i ia rd , was very  d i f f e r e n t  in  c iiart> c terj "p eaceab le  and w e ll re p u te d  

amon^ h i s  neigkibours". o u t  id c h a r d 's  so n , fho ires, was o f  th e  same mould 

a s  h i s  g ra n d fa th e r ,  and  were i t  n o t f o r  h i s  e a r ly  d e a th  in  an  a c c id e n t  a t  

th e  ag e  o f  27 , "hee  wcaild have beene w orse th a n  e v e r  h i s  G ra n d fa th e r  w as". 

iV(o o f  Aiomas* c h i ld re n  *>re passed  o v e r w ith o u t blame by  Cough, b u t th e  

image o f  tiiS osd Fam ily s tu c k  to  th e  d a u g h te r , b a ra h , who gave b i r t h  to  an  

i l l e g i t i m a t e  c i i i ld .  .meanwhile, i l l i a m  B ic k le y , the  g randson  o f  w illia m  

f y l e r  through iiia  d a u g h te r , l i z a b e t n ,  " im i ta te d  h i s  G re n d fb th e r 's  v i l la n y e e "  

and h i s  tiire e  s i s t e r s  " fo llo w ed  th e  m o th e r 's  v i c e s " .  Gough's a sse ssm en t 

o f  o ld  VIilliam f ^ l e r  was t im t "many nad done w ick ed ly , b u t t  hee e x c e lle d
89

them a l l " .  There were o th e r  f a m i l ie s ,  such  a s  th e  Forms to n s o f  i a r to n  

who a l s o  f u l f i l l e d  the r o l e  o f th e  bad  Fam ily, b u t  none was so  c o n s i s te n t ly  

i n  t ro u b le  a s  th e  i^y le r-u io k ley  c la n  o f  harundwood.

The l u r i t a n  e th ic  was broken on many more o c c a s io n s  i n  th e  c ase  o f

d riikc . Æ e nunher o f  people  o f a l l  c la s s e s  wiio ru in e d  them selves by

hea\^p"^ d r in k in g  i s  t r u ly  a s to n is h in g . I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  v i l l a g e  in n ,

th e r e  w ere s e v e ra l  a leh o u ses  in  tiie p 's r is h , such  a s  a t  harm er «varren-house.

Lower e b s o o t t ,  a b ilm a rsh  c o t ta g e ,  . LU erton, a t  tn e  top  o f  i^yddle h i l l ,  and

a g a in  a t  the  fo o t  o f  i t .  There may have been m ore. Gough hee some a (feeing

t a l e s  t o  t e l l  o f  th e  a joun t o f  d r in k in g  th a t  went on. a drunken f i g h t  t h a t

r e s u l t e d  i n  m anslaug l:ter fo llow ed a heavy bou t o f  d r in k in g  one a f te rn o o n  i n

X-/05.  l»v.r.tQti'a » i f e  "wei.t to  th e  f lw  H M tand Murd

89# Gough, p . 109.
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JùlO a t t  6 tim e  f o r  a leh o u se  sc o re s"*  and e v e n tu a l ly  had to  s e l l  h i s  lan d s

to  pay h e r  deb ts*  lo lia rd  i r e e c e  o f  hew to n  "i-roved  tl:e  s a d d e s t  d runkard

t h a t  e v e r I  h e a rd  of# He would n e v e r  (by  h i s  good w i l l )  d r in k s  l e s s e  th a n

a p in t  o r  a q u a r t  o f  s tro n g  a l e  a t  e dr©ught'*# And David H ig ley  o f

ba ldertom  "was a good husband by f i t t s *  What hee g o t  w ith  h e rd  la b o r
9C

hee a p w t  id e ly  in  th e  Alehouse" # He was t y p ic a l  o f  many#

xhe p ro p o r tio n  o f  d runkards in  each c la s s  was ro u g h ly  th e  same w hether 

one was a gentlem an* a farm er* a craftsm an* o r  a lab o u re r#  Some women* too* 

were r e g u la r  e t te n d e r s  a t  th e  a le -h o u se#  W illiam  C rosse  o f  B ilm srsh  and 

h is  w ife  "w ent d a y ly  to  th e  a le h o u s e , and soone  a f t e r  th e  ccws w ent t h i t h e r  

e laoe"#  an d  ’r e n c is  C le rk s  o f  hew to n  had e w ife  who was " s  sad  drunken 

woman"# He w ent to  b r in g  h e r  home one dark  n ig h t ,  b u t  sh e  t r ic k e d  him 

in to  l e t t i n g  h e r  <>:o* " ra n  baeke to  th e  a le -h o u se *  end b  o u i te d  him out* and 

would n o t come home t^ ^ t  n ig h t"#  Time and tim e a g a in  f a m il ie s  w ere ru in e d  

by e x c e ss iv e  drirdcing* o r  they  s p e n t  tlie  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e i r  humble tenem ents 

on a l e  and w ere n ev er a b le  to  p rosper#  The h o u rs  o f  work w ere loog* th e  

jobs w ere o f te n  ted io u s*  end d r in k  o f fe re d  th e  e a s i e s t  ro u te  o f  escape# 

a h e re  e ls e  co u ld  one f in d  such oheerfU l oonij^)any when o n e 's  work was done': 

j.nd  w hat e ls e  co u ld  one spend o n e 's  mone} on'; Ccmsumsr goods w ere few*

and e n te r  ta  inmen t  was n o t  alw ays easy  to  find#  b u t  th e  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  th e

o le -h o u se  were tlie  r u in  o f  some* l i k e  Thomas Hey-ward o f  Jbalderton* f o r  

in s tan c e#  "Hee had l i t l e  q u ie tn e s s e  a t t  home w hich caused  him  to  f relouent

90# ikHAgh, pp . 32* 73# 83* 93* 103* 121* 139, 189, 126* 80* 122. , ÿ
jr-



. « .  n # .

p u b lio k  bouses m erely  f o r  h i s  n a tu r a l l  su s te ijsn ce*  and ti^ere  m eeting  w ith
iC' f

com ^^y and b e e iz ^  g e n e rsH y  w e ll beeloved  hee s ta y e d  o f te n  to o  lo n g  • • •
4  ^  ' /  •

T his Zhomea heyw srd s o ld  and oor^stLùed a i l  h is  e s t a t e  and was a fte rw e rd e
91

L ^ in e ta ln e d  on c i# ry ty  by h is  e ld e s t  so n " . In  o th e r  cases*  l i k e  th o se
i'

o f  13.ohael Chanhers* Xhonias H all*  John .k)ssage* and M iU ia a  Xyler* drunken-
'•t

n ess  went w ith  in s io r e l i ty  and son^tim es criitie* b u t  th e r e  were s e v e re l  peop le  

who were o th e rw ise  u p r ig h t  end hsrd*w orking men who s p e n t  a l l  t h e i r  a v a i la b le  

money on d rink*  and w ere o f te n  ru in e d  by i t#
K'

x re s s u re s  to  conform  to  th e  v a lu e s  o f  Üie comnainity came from  o n e 's  k in  

and ne ighbours a s  w e ll  a s  th rough  the p a r is h  i n s t i t u t io n s #  The church  

e x e rc is e d  i t s  a u th o r i ty  th ro u g h  th e  r e c to r  end (w here he had f a i l e d ;  i n  the  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u rts#  The u s u a l  p e n a lty  f o r  in f r in g in g  th e  m orel code 

was p u b lic  peiiSiice a t  the tim e o f  d iv in e  se rv ic e *  backed up w ith  th e  t h r e a t  

o f excorjsun ication#  I n  a s o c ie ty  whose whole s t r u c tu r e  o f  th o u g h t was 

dom inated by r e l ig io n *  t h i s  co u ld  be a very  pow erfu l weapon* and only th o se  

who co m p le te ly  r e je c te d  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  tiie  church  had no f e a r  o f  th e  

u l t im a te  th re a t#

The m an o ria l c o u r ts  w ere n o t concerned w ith  s p i r i t u a l  and  m oral m atte rs*  

n o r d id  th e y  b r in g  p re s s u re  to  b e a r  on in d iv id u a ls  in  o rd e r  to  s u p p o r t  th e

a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  church# The on ly  c o tta g e r  to  be e je c te d  f o r  h o ld in g  non

c o n fo rm is t view s r e n te d  h i s  la n d  from  a f r e e h o ld e r  (and  e v i c a r  s t  th a t)#
92

There i s  a l e t t e r  i n  th e  m an o ria l c o l le c t io n  ti^at tr im #  to  d i# # p # d jt  A lio##

91# (rough* pp# 78* 124# "'..■jÿv:'' ' '• ' Y
92# box 103* b r id g e w e te r  C o lle c tio n #  Shrewsbury# #
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th e  w ife  o f  O r i f f i t h  ep l^ven, d u rin g  a d is p u te  i n  I 605* by  o a l l i n g  h e r  "e 

v e ry  lew de woeinan* who d w e lle th  in  a verey  l i t t l e  tenem ent w hich i s  b u i l t  

upon th e  w arren"* b u t  t l d s  s l u r  does n o t seem to  have in f lu e n c e d  th e  case*

The m an o ria l c o u r ts  v.ere inere ly  concerned  w ith  p r e c t i c e l  arrangem ents*  e l b e i t  

ones d e sig n ed  fo r  th e  w e ll-b e in g  o f  th e  conrnund ty* i n  much th e  same way a s  

any lo c a l  a u th o r i ty  o f to d ey . D itch es  had to  b e  sco u red  so  t h a t  a  ne ig h 

b o u r 's  la n d  would n o t be flooded* dogs were to  b e  n u zz led  so  t h a t  sheep  would 

n o t be  w orried*  and no-<me was t o  e x e rc is e  h is  conmon r i g h t s  in  a way t h a t  

would be  to  th e  d isad v an tag e  o f  h is  neighbours* w ith  th e se  s o r t  o f  regu 

la t io n s *  tiie  m anoria l c o u r ts  n o t on ly  p rese rv e d  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  lo r d  b u t
93

L d m in is te re d  th e  comnunity f a i r l y  and e f f i c ie n t ly #  F a i lu r e  to  comply w ith  

th e  r u le s  le d  n o t to  m orel p rM S ure  b u t t o  e s t r a ig h t - f o r w a r d  money fine#

The farm ers had t h e i r  oiianoee to  ta k e  p e r t  i n  th e  lo c a l  a d m in lf l tra t io n  

o f  b o th  th e  church and th e  m^nor* and  even men o f  low er ra n k  o c c a s io n a l ly  

f i l l e d  th e  p o s ts  o f  p a rish  c lex k  and m anoria l b a i l i f f #  The j u r o r s  on th e  

m e:norial c o u r ts  and ti îe churchw ardens whose names ap p ea r from  tim e to  tim e 

in  th e  p e r is h  r e g i s t e r s  were from e l l  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  fbrm ing c la s s*  in c lu d 

in g  th e  b e t t e r  o ff-c re ftsm en *  These o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n s  w ere c o v e ted  and 

gave a man some s t a tu s  in  the  conrmimity# Thus* V illia m  I s r k e r  o f  jfyddlewood* 

who had In h e r i te d  Viagge th e  c a r p l i t e r ' s  tenem ent through  m arriage*  "was a 

p e rso n  th a t  a f f e c te d  to  b e  acco u n ted  somebod(y i n  t h i s  p a rish *  and th e re fo iw

p ro cu re d  to  bee  me de ü a y l l f f e  o f  t h i s  Manor# Hee a ls o e  had a g r e e t  d e s i r e

93# F o r exam ple. In  1681* R ichard  Iladdcoc o f  Myddie* husbandman*
acknow ledged h i s  d e b t o f  ^A#l0s#Cd* to  Thoiiwa a tc h e r le y *  and th i s  
was e n te re d  in  th e  m an o ria l records#  box 14* ii^ridgew ster 
C o lle c tio n *  Jiorewsbury# v ' ;

* - ,
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to  b e e  raade Churohwsrdeji o f  th is  p e r ia h , w hich a t  l a s t  hee  o b ta in e d .

I t  v»as sayd  t h a t  hee gave a s id e  o f  bacon t o  o b e r t  Aoore* to  th e  end hee  

would p ersuade  h is  b ro t l ie r  th e  ^ e c to r  to  ohoc*e him C hurchw rden* and 

a f te rw a rd s  hee  made t i ja t  yea r e  th e  epo<9i o f  h i s  com putation  o f  a l l  a w i 

den ts*  and w ould u s u a l ly  say such a tilin g  was done se e  max^ yea r e s  beefo re  

o r  a f t e r  ti;e yea r e  t l ia t  I  was rhurchw erden". Hie way a man f u l f i l l e d  h is  

r o le  w h ile  in  o f f i c e  was o f  g r e a t e r  im portance to  h is  s ta n d in g  th en  the  

mere a t t a i n i n g  o f  th e  p o s i t io n .  x e te r  i lo y d  "was many yea r e s  b e y l i f f e  o f  

t h i s  manor* ana d isc h a rg e d  h ia  p la c e  w ith  much f a y th fu l ln e s s e *  and was n o t 

one ly  j u s t  to  h is  m aster* b u t t  a ls o e  fa v o ra b le  to  th e  ten tan ts" . S im ila rly *  

R icn a rd  l ia tc n e tt*  ju n io r*  o f  i^ewton* was r e c e iv e r  o f  th e  r e n t s  o f  the  

L o rd sh ip s o f  "Ellesmere and .y d d le  and was "gef e r a l l y  w e ll  spoaken o f  by the  

ten a n ts*  f o r  h i s  g e n t le  d e a le in g  and fo rb e a ra n c e '*  b u t a o b e r t  W ilkinson*

th e  b a i l i f f  o f  am and Lopping ton* " to o k e  more c a re  t o  g e t t  money amor;g th e
%

te n a n ts  th an  to  g a in e  th e i r e  lo v e  o r  p re se rv e  h is  owns c r e d i t " .

ho c o n s ta b le 's  acco u n ts  su rv iv e  fo r  ii^ddle end so  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  

say  how p e t ty  j u s t i c e  was a d m in is te re d . f o r  a r e  th e r e  a%%y re c o rd s  o f  th e  

o v e rse e rs  o f  th e  hi^^^ways* and th e  annual a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  o v e rs e e rs  o f  th e  

p o o r do n o t go back beyond th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . But th e  g r e e t  in c re a s e  

i n  p o p u la tio n  from tiie  l a t e  1630' s  onwards b ro u g h t a p au p er problem  th a t  

had h«irdly e x is te d  b e fo re . R a tes  ro se  from 4-d. p e r  annum in  1633 to  «̂ 1 

p e r  annum in  17Ci* and th e  p a r is h  becane in c r e a s in g ly  in v o lv e d  in  a number

94# Gough* pp. 136* 133,  130* 143.
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o f  s e t t le m e n t  oases* which i n  th e  l a s t  r e s o r t  were b ro u g h t b e fo re  the 

Q u a rte r  s e s s io n s .  O rg an isa ticffis such  a s  th is *  whose power and a u th o r i ty  

covered  th e  whole county* w ere se rv e d  by ti.e  g e n try  fa m ilie s*  R ichard  

G i t t in s  V* f o r  ©Xaii5>le* " se rv e d  on th e  Grand Ju ry  f o r  t h i s  C ounty  o f  Salop* 

and an o n g st o th e rs  I  jjoug i^  was one o f  h i s  p a r tn e r s ” * They* too* were 

Uie p r o te c to r s  o f  Uie com m unity 's i n t e r e s t s  when t i t r e s ten ed  by a n o th e r  

p a r is h  ( i n  se ttleu > en t d isp u te s*  f o r  in s  tance / * and i t  was they  who used
95

t h e i r  in flu ez ice  wit)i th e  J* *s* JHieir persons 1 i n t e r e s t s  w ere a t  s tak e*  

as  w e ll a s  th o se  o f  Uie cooewinity a t  la rK ^ , b u t th ey  seem to  have been 

in s p i r e d  w ith  an id e a l  o f  p u b lic  se rv ice *  and to  have reg a rd ed  i t  as a  d u ty  

fo r  someone in  Ü ie ir  s o c ia l  p o s itio n *

ho lo c a l  cofruunity* o f  course* was a n  independen t e n t i ty *  and in  mahy 

sp^ieres th e  r e a l  d e c is io n s  w ere made by th e  c e n t r a l  goverrm ent* L)^ne law s 

were j u s t  a b e la te d  f o r o a l i s a t i o n  o f  w hat was a lre a d y  happen ihg  i n  the 

p rov inces*  b u t  th e  lo c a l  o f f i c i a l s  who a d m in is te re d  law and order*  looked  

a f t e r  th e  pvoor* and r e p a ir e d  th e  highw ays, were o f te n  m erely  a d io in is te r ir ig  

th e  consequences o f n a t io n a l  d ec is io n s*  J u t  th e re  was s t i l l  scope f o r  

i n i t i a t i v e *  and th e  tim ing  and  in% «ct of* say* th e  R eform ation* th e  C iv i l  

a rs*  o r  tiie  growing problem  o f  th e  poor* v a r ie d  from  on© l o c a l i t y  to  

ano tiier*  J , i# s *  j u r o r s ,  and  p a ro c h ia l  o f f i c i a l s *  tended  to  a c t  i n  s im i l a r  

ways a l l  o ver tiiO country* b u t lo c a l  d e c is io n s  were th e  w e s  t h a t  m a tte re d  

to  tl îe lo c a l  community#

The s t r u c tu r e  o f  trie ccximuni^) o f  iy u d le  was l a r g e ly  in form al#  I t  i s

95# Gough* pp. 119, 174#
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96

n o t ic e a b le  t i i a t  when tî ê r e c to r  found an  abandoned c h i ld  in  h ie  poicki*

he s e n t  f o r  a churohwerden to  p ro v id e  a n u rs e , b u t  a sk e d  k tc h e r le y  and

Gough, two o f  th e  le a d in g  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  p a r i s h ,  who d id  n o t a t  t h a t

tim e h o ld  forom l o f f i c e ,  t o  do th e  more aeirloua work o f  f in d in g  th e  mother#

The o n ly  fo rm al e x p re ss io n  o f th e  s o c ia l  g ra d a tio n s  was a t  ch u rch , and

th e r e  w ere  no e la b o ra te  oezwoonies d e sig n ed  to  r e in f o r c e  th e  e x is t in g

s t r u c tu r e #  There were th e  annual pera jriau la tiona  o f  th e  p a r is h  (w hich

a r e  m entioned  in  th e  churciw ardena ' a cco u n ts  o f  I 064,  and i n  th e  oom perta

book o f  162b when th e  m in is te r  was ciiarged  w ith  n o n -a t te n d a n c e j , which were

s t i l l  b e in g  observed  a t  th e  time ti^a t Gough was w r i t in g .  And th e r e  i s  a

s o l i t a r y  r e f e re n c e  in  the  churchw ardens' aocounta o f  I 039- 6Ü to  8s# b e in g

c o l l e c t e d  a s ,  ”J o l e  mo^yes a t  C ria  tid e* ', p resum ably , money f o r  ï u l e - t i d e

c e le b ru tio n s #  There i s  no o tiie r  mentioxi o f t h i s ,  b u t  i t  does perilsps

su g g e s t an  an n u a l ceremony in v o lv in g  the  whole community# G ough's o n ly

re fe re n c e  t o  C h r is ta s a  la  th a t  b e fo re  th e  Conmonvvealth, th e r e  was a custom

**tj:iat upon Christiflas day , i n  the a f te rn o o n s  a f t e r  d iv in e  s e r v ic e ,  and when

th e  m in is te r  was gtme o u t o f  tlie ch u rch e , th e  c la r k e  sh o u ld  s in g  a C hris(am s

C a r ro l l  in  th e  churci^ie*', a s s i s t e d  by R icljard  G i t t i n s ,  who was g ifte d  with a
9 8

t in e  b ass  v o ic e , and who was one o f  tiie  l e a 81%  gen tlem an  in  th e  p a rish #

Trie maypole made a re -a p p ea ran c e  a f t e r  the  R e s to r a t io n ,  and th e r e  w ere 

u n i t i e s  f o r  "m errii.en ts"  a t  th e  an n u a l b a t t l e f i e l d  f a i r ,  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  ones 

in  :ahrewsbury and th e  o th e r  martiet towns# a u t  t h e r e  w ere no su ch  p o p u la r  

96.  Gough, p# l6b .
97# ohrops# ^j?cii# Jn l#  IX.» (1 8 8 6 ), pp# 231-35#
98# Gougri, p#2C#
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e v en ts  ta k in g  p la c e  w it li ln  th e  p e r is h  o f  Myddle# Form al ooceslcm s,

w hether ae rlo u n  o r  f r iv o lo u s ,  were r a r e  in d e e d , a p a r t  from  th e  w eakly
.  . 99

s e r v ic e ,  b u t  a s  M argare t S tacey  has re tm rk ed  e b o u t modern henbupy,
S

s o c ie ty  may be in fo rm a l In  i t s  s t r u c tu r e  end y e t  s t i l l  b e  t r a d i t io n a l^
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CCACLUÜieh

H is to r ia n s  e r s  becoming in c re a s in g ly  ewere o f  th e  v e lu e  o f  s tu d y in g
1

l o o e l  com m unities a s  d e f i n i t e  ty p e s . Hie m ejor em phesis so  f h r  has been

on th e  a r a b l e ,  n u c le a te d  v i l l a g e s ,  so  much so  t h a t  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  oosm unity

t h a t  do n o t conform  to  t h i s  p a t te r n  have been regarded  a s  somehow i n f e r i o r ,

o r  a s  d e g e n e ra te  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  c la s s ic a l  p a t t e r n .  l e t  th e s e  o th e r  ty p es

o f  r u r a l  s e t t le m e n t ,  such a s  th e  in d u s t r ia l  v i l l a g e s  end h a m le ts , th e  sm a ll

m arket tow ns, th e  p a s to r a l  communities o f  th e  H ighland z o n e , and  th e  woodland

com m unities such  a s  Myddle, o f te n  had a g r e a te r  m easure o f  p r o s p e r i ty  and

few er s o c i a l  d iv is io n s  th a n  th e  co n trap o ra ry  a r a b le  v i l l a g e s .

Woodland com m unities o r ig in a te d  e i t h e r  in  form er f o r e s t  a r e a s ,  l i k e  th e

F o re s ts  o f  S rd e n , l/san , o r  G a l tr e s ,  o r  they  developed  w here th e r e  had  n e v e r

been a f o r e s t  in  th e  s t r i c t ,  le g a l  sense  o f  th e  word, b u t w here la rg e  t r a c t s

o f  w oodland rem ained u n c le a re d  u n t i l  th e  s ix te e n th  and  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .

k y d d le  was a woodland community in  th i s  second , more g e n e ra l  s e n s e . These

w oodland a r e a s  were c h a r a c te r is e d  by s c a t t e r e d  s e t t le m e n ts ,  u s u a l ly  w ith  a

p a re n t  v i l l a g e  and s e v e ra l  o u tly in g  tow nships th a t  c o n s is te d  o f  j u s t  a  few

farm s o r  a h a m le t. The in h a b i ta n ts  were g e n e ra l ly  much more in d ep en d en t

o f  s q u i r e  and parson  th an  in  th e  a ra b le  v i l l a g e s ;  th e y  h e ld  t h e i r  la n d  by

f r e e r  te n u re s ;  they w ere p a s to r a l  farm ers; and they w ere dependen t upon t h e i r  
2

ccBgaon r i g h t s .  In  a l l  th e s e  m a tte rs , Myddle c o u ld  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a

1 . c f .  A. E v e r l t t ,  hew A venues in  Fm rlish  x.ocal ü i s to r y .
L e i c e s t e r  U n iv ., 197u.

2 . J .T h i r s k ,  e d . ,  . jo re r ia n  h i s to r y  o f Rnglanq and % l e e .  15t <-162J .
C. U .i'. ,  1967  ̂ 1.
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ty p ic a l  w oodland oorrsnunity* And l ik e  the o th e r s  o f  i t s  ty p e , i t  had few 

o f  th e  v e ry  r i c h  o r  o f  th e  v e ry  poo r, end i t s  la b o u re rs  were l e s s  zsicoerous 

and more p ro sp e ro u s  than  were th o se  o f  t h e i r  ran k  in  th e  f i e ld e n  zone*

But th e  p a t te r n s  o f  r e g io n a l  c u l tu re  a re  d i f f e r e n t  from  one woodland 

zone to  a n o th e r ,  end every  lo c a l  community has i t s  own i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and 

does n o t a l t o g e t h e r  conform to  th e  g e n e ra l ty p e , y d d le  and i t s  n e ig h b o u rin g  

l ^ r l s h e s  d id  n o t  have q u i te  a s  maiy c ra ftsm en  a s  in  some o th e r  woodland 

a r e a s ,  n e i t h e r  was th e re  much honp-conformity * a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  b e fo re  th e  

n in e te e n th  cen tu ry*  ;.yddle was a ty p ic a l  n o r th  S h ro p s h ire  community, b u t 

n o t  e n t i r e ly  ty p ic a l  o f  o th e r  woodland areas#

The p h y s ic a l  en v iro n n en t o f  azy  s ix te e n th -  o r  s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  comm

u n i ty  was o f  fundam ental in y o rta n c e  to  i t s  way o f  l i f e ,  and one m ust s t a r t

by s tu d y in g  th e  way in  which peop le  adap ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  to  i t#  I n  Myddle,

o v e r  a thousand  a c re s  o f  new la n d  was b rough t in to  c u l t i v a t i o n  by  th e  f e l l i n g  

o f  th e  woods and th e  d ra in in g  o f  th e  m eres, which le d  t o  th e  abandonm ent o f  

th e  o p w f i e l d s  and th e  developm ent o f  a p a s to r a l  form o f  econoqy# T h is  

farm ing-systern  was b a s ic  to  the  l iv e s  o f  th o se  who l iv e d  i n  n o r th  S h ro p sh ire  

d u rin g  th e  r e ig n s  o f  th e  Tudors and the  S tu a r t s ,  aW  th e r e  can  b e  no doub t

i n  c la s s i f y in g  %*yddle a s  a p a s to r a l  woodland community#

The p a t t e r n  o f  ow nership and occupa tion  o f  th e  la n d  a g a in  shows la d d ie  

a s  be in g  ty p ic a l  o f  i t s  group* There was a h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  o f  f r e e h o ld e r s ,  

and the norm al te n u re  f o r  th e  tw em en t-fa rm ers  was by a l e a s e  f o r  th re e  

l i v e s ,  which gave  s e c u r i ty  o f  possession#  H iw e te z u re s  p ro v id e d  a rem ark

a b le  d eg ree  o f  s t a b i l i t y  amongst th e  tenem ent-farm ere  who form ed th e  c o re  o f  

th e  community. Miuch f re e h o ld  la n d  changed l-mnds q u ic k ly , m ost o f  th e
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la b o u re r s  cerne and w ent, b u t  th e  tenem ent-fazw iers rem ained  i n  th e  p a r ia h  

f o r  g e n e ra t io n  a f t e r  g e n e ra tio n . I t  was th ey  who p ro v id ed  th e  community 

w ith  i t s  s t a b i l i t y  and  se n se  o f  c o n tin u i ty . The in d iv id u a l  fo r tu n e s  o f  

members o f  th e s e  c e n t r a l  fa m ilie s  v a r ie d  enorm ously, b u t th e r e  was n e a r ly  

alw ays someone to  c a r ry  on th e  fam ily-farm #

Hie demographic patterns are also v it a l  to the study o f  e cocmunity.

The towns and the woodland zones were the major areas for immigration during 

the la te -s ix teen th  and seventeenth centuries. The s o c ia l-  and economic- 

structure o f i^ddle was considerably a ltered  by the in flu x  o f  labourers, 

esp ec ia lly  by the second wave o f the mid-seventeenth century. The cocmunity 

supported % . households in  1363, but had a t le a s t  91 by 1672. This popu

la tio n  r is e  was undoubtedly the most radical change in  the period under study. 

I t  a ffected  so many other matters in  the h istory  o f  the community.

Demographic data  a ls o  i l lu m in a te  th e  in d iv id u a l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  th e  f a m i l ie s  

o f  !»iyddle. V<ith th e  h e lp  o f  th e  unique so u rc e  o f  Gough i t  h a s  been  p o s s ib le  

t o  SKamine in  some d e t a i l  th e  s to r i e s  o f  a l l  th e  f a m il ie s  w i th in  th e  cotrmun- 

I t y .  F u rtherm ore , th e  o ccu p a tio n s l i s t e d  in  th e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  have f a c i l 

i t a t e d  a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e s e  f a m il ie s ,  so  t h a t  a c c u ra te  g e n e r a l i s a t io n s  

can  be  made a b o u t a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  community. I n  t h i s  m anner, l a r g e  an d  

complex changes ( e s p e c ia l ly  i n  ownership) can be s tu d ie d ,  and th e  inqportance 

o f  a s t a b l e  c e n t r a l  co re  can be r e a l i s e d .  The o rd in a ry  fa rm e rs  and  c r a f t s 

men have been  s tu d ie d  in  th e  same d e t a i l  a s  th e  yeomen and g e n try ,  and  even 

f u r t h e r  down th e  s o c ia l  s c a le ,  i t  has been p o s s ib le  to  p in p o in t  th e  la b o u re r s  

and  to  l e a r n  som ething about t l i e i r  way o f  l i f e .

T h is c o n c e n tra tio n  upon the  in d iv id u a l  f a m ilie s  h as  l e d  t o  soc# q u e s t io n s
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t h a t  go beyond th e  scope o f  th e  economic h i s t o r i a n ,  and w hich a r e  no rm ally  

ask ed  a b o u t contem porary  s o c i e t i e s  by s o c ia l  a n th r o p o lo g is t s .  h o t a l l  o f  

th e  q u e s tio n s  th e y  would have asked  can  be answ ered . T here  i s  h a rd ly  any

th in g , f o r  in s ta n c e ,  t h a t  g iv e s  i n f  orna t io n  a b o u t th e  everyday  l i v e s  o f  th e  

c h i ld r e n ,  o r  t h a t  >ias much to  say  a b o u t tiie d a i ly  r o u t in e  o f  th e  a d u l t s .  The 

in fo rm a tio n  i s  o f te n  sc a n ty , b u t  th e  q u e s tio n s  a r e  w orth  a sk ii% . ^anthropol

o g i s t s  s t r e s s  t h e  c e n t r a l  im portance o f  k in s h ip  and th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c tu r e ,  and  

i t  i s  o f  equal i n t e r e s t  to  th e  h i s t o r i a n  to  know a b o u t th e  f a m i ly - l i f e ,  th e  

c o n ta c t  w ith  f r i e n d s  and n e ig h b o u rs , end th e  a s p i r a t io n s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and  

b e l ie f »  o f  b o th  th e  humble and th e  m ighty . In  e x p lo r in g  t h i s  m en ta l w orld  

o f  a l o c a l  ccm ounity one a t  l e a s t  g e ts  an i n s ig h t  in to  w hat i t  m ust have been  

l i k e  to  l i v e  in  a p la c e  such a s  »^ddle th re e  o r  f o u r  hundred  y e a rs  ago.
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'cimKs Richard Gittina I 
J.C.1537 
Eagle Farm j

Richard H a ?
d.8 a y  1567 d. 1576
Eagle

Richard III

aoA rdIV u Alios Alph WilliMi Morgan
Ckatle ' fibrgan j»ïi«gent#

Para * 18 July 1644
d#l Jan s Elizabeth
” i 62V5

Sllzabetti
Aime R;Lbkard V Daniel lAiy’
b. 12 Oct 16C0 b*25 Ap 1602 b.l2 Feb* 1603/4 b*21 Ap I605
d#4 Mar 160(/1 d»20 June 1663 B Rich.Win,

9 l^rgery
ieploe
Fenimere

Rentre Morgan*

Ine
« }Q Jaa I6OV2 

*iw» Granger, 
Salop*

d*22 Mg 1677 
X

RiEbard VI Daniel Tklomaa ialph Natàallel Elizabeth mry
^ 9  Ap 1677 d,21 July ■ Sarah Dcnmttft b*24 July b*2V Jhly b*lé Ap 1643 b*l6 W  1647 b#5 Feb

1677 Ronely 1625 ' ' 1625 d.19 Mar d*X nug 1653 1631/2
d.18 jiug 1713 ,  ^ ) o u *   ̂ 1W 5

m Sarah Hill, 
flthyford 
d.24 Dec 1709

— I
Thomas «(l) iviazy Roneley Mary 

j»25 July 1693 
s(2) Margt*

d.21 May 1713 
b(3) Anne

w I r

Ellenor SarahKacnara vu Mary î^igaret EUenor ^aran Rathsnii
b«4 Deo 1673 b»15 June b*20 June b*9June b#26 Dec b#9 
m Jane I676 I678 1681 1683 1690

J

1681 
&80on

1683 

r

Nathaniel Will
iam
b.7 Ap 
1685 
d.28
Jan*
1691/2

1
Ellenor Esther 
b*9 Feb d. 8 Dec 
1692/3 1709
& U Jan
169V4
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Rogtr Hamer. Flints m Anne Klneston 
j ,  21 Deo 1581

I-------- 1— I------- 1 I I H  I I 1
Roger Kdwerd Anne Anne John Richard Morgan Judith Thomas lyiargaret Elizabeth
b.l8 Ap , d*2 Sep b,19 Oot b.l9 Get b,2 Feb b.21 Aug b.24 Sep 1$69 alive b.Ib Nov b.l7 Ap 1373

1559 , '  1561 1561 1561 1562 1566 .1 2  Ap 1599 1602 1572 d. 18 June 1575Ap 1599 
E&.Clib'e, 
Baschuroh

I
hunghrey» Kartoiygent# 
& July 1651 
m Ary

Elisabeth ■ Thos.Ash, liarton

Katherine (illegitimate) alive 1657

 1
Dorothy.
alive
1602

William, carton, gent, * 20 Ju3^ 1612 Mary Baker, Merton 
j.8  ^  1637 d. 27 May 1623

T
Bizabeth 
alive 1637

~ 1 ---------
ihomas 
alive 1637

1

Elizabeth ■» i l l  jaBij-Arton, gent. « sliz.Iomkin8, BWannt
b. 16 Feb 161^7 b. 30 Deo 1619 ' | Baschuroh

d. 23 Feb 166(^1

I
jaaphrey. Marton,gent. 
a (IJ Fliz.Groom 
a (2) Anne (Themes?)

S#anne Tiieophilus 

j.18 Sep 1684. 16:^3

Margeret 
alive 1637
a i(oger Burd, .leriden.

Judith

William E&ard 
b.6 Deo. 1641 b#l6 Nov 

1648

~r
Arthur 
b.24. Oct

1651
d. 21 Deo

I65I

Arthur 
b. 31 May

1653

1  
Mary 
b. 26 Ap

1660

— , I I— :— I—
Hunçhrey Elisabeth Humphrey Mary William

a Catherine ' b. 26 July b .l6 Nov 
§.22 Jan I665 1666

. 1729/30

Elizabeth 
b. 7 Ap 1670 
j.18 Feb 1671/2

r
Jene Edverd.Marton.gent. Humphrey Catherine
b. 26 Feb I 69C / I  b. 25 June 1692 b. 2 AUg

T T

Frances
AUg 1695<-> b, 2 Aug 1695 

§. 17 Ap 1699 & U Sep 1711

n
John
b. 6 Mar 167^3 
d. 24. Mar 1672/5

William
b. 25 Jan 1697/8 
d. 15 Mar 17K/H
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John Repheo» Merton, a tr ^  
>  7 July 1578

John Jo»n Alio#
j» U  M»y 1642 allv# «Ut#
.  3 Jun# 1591 1578 1578

Alio# wagg#, l&#

 1
Richard 
b. 15 May 

1570

iâarg»r#t 
j .  22 D#o. 1605

Catherin#
#Ut# 1578 
■ John Chalon#r,K*

î .nna 
b*6 ü#p

1573

r

— I 
Margaret* 
aervant
m 13 July 1594 

Rich. PhilUpa

John George, , nne Adam
b*29 Got m* oarp. b*16 Dee b*12 Oot

1592 b*6 Deo 1597 1600
4*24 Sep 1594 4* 6 Jan 4*31 Jan

1648 4" 13 AUg 1629/30 moc/l
8 Alee 1668
4*16 May 8 Mary

1682 1

"T
Mary
b*ll July

1602

John a(l} Mary a (2> Martha 
b*7 Oot 
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I
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I r -
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b.25 Jan b.9 Oot 
163V 5 1636
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1636 
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1646
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1646
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1646
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1647
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1647

I
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1648 
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“  1653

T
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1666
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b*12 Feb
166V8
« 7 Nov

1702
J { ^
(briffitha,
a n
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1669/70
d*apinate%/

paiQW
9 Sep 1729

mrgt* 
b. 9 Jan 

1671/2
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1672
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b*26 Oot 

1673
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b*25 Feb* 
164V9
4»6 Nov 1663

— I 
Anne
d.14 Oot 

1651

Johni.zme
b*l4 j.ug 

16̂ 3
■ (l> Thoa.Jonea, M 
8 (2) Nioh*Aatlay.
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