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Thank you very much for coming. As I was saying before I’m looking at creativity and particularly creativity and assessment in the context of our programme. Whether these are compatible or not and whether we are doing this or not. One of the aims of our programme is to produce creative teachers, along with about 12 other adjectives. One of the things I’m looking at is whether we’re making it clear to students that this is something we want, or not. 

You’re nearly at the end of your course. What opportunities do you feel you have had on the course or as part of the course to be creative?

Well one of the ones that stands out the most is obviously the Starting Point because there was so much of creativeness in there. You just kind of had to pick one thing to work with and then get all these creative ideas out of it. I know that’s kind of obvious because it was very artistic. I always see art as the most creative thing. But Starting Point definitely for me was, because you’re quite free to do what you wanted to do with it. And it did bring out the creativity in me, with my drawing and painting, and I thought that was a really big thing with creativity. 

I don’t know, probably in a lot of the assignments you set a specific thing to do but it’s not really you’ve got to do this, this and this. It’s, you’re kind of given a title and from there you can kind of go off and do what you want to do with it. It’s what you see that question as. And that kind of allows you to be creative in that sense. It’s up to you which way you take this assignment and what you do with it. You’re not really focused down too much so you can’t do what you want to do, what you like doing. I think particularly the research project’s such a great one for creativity. Even though I know it had to be on PE, because PE was my specialist subject, it could be anything about PE. I mean mine’s about health and well-being which is not specifically PE in the classroom. It’s what I’m interested in. And I’ve been able to be quite creative with that because I’ve been able to look at different things, talk to different people and sort of include my own ideas into it. That’s been a good one to do. 

So you like choice, the element of choice.

Yeah choice is nice to do. The same with me in the classroom. I like the children to have choice. Especially with the younger years. It’s so nice to be able to be kind of a little bit free and not completely structured all the time. It’s nice to have a bit of choice in what you’re doing.

Good. Thank you. When you get an assignment, you had a stack of new assignments in September, how do you approach them? What do you do first? What’s the timeline of how you deal with them? 

I panic first! (laughs) We go through them in the lectures, which is always so, so helpful to get ideas. Cause I mean you can read it sometimes and think oof, I don’t know what this is about. So it’s nice to be able to go through it with people and ask questions. And then, to be honest, I kind of set it aside for a little while. I don’t go straight into it. Like a couple of them I haven’t really started yet, as such, I’ll leave them a little bit longer just because I’m panicking about them. But after…maybe leave it a few weeks and then I look back over them myself, read through it. And sort of start to go to the library and look for books and reading about certain subjects which I think will be good with it. Then I start it from there. So, kind of leave it for a while and then get into it. Reading the literature first and then thinking of some ideas that can go into it. 

When you’re looking at the assignment brief and looking back at it do you use the marking grid? 

I have started to. My first year I’ll be honest I didn’t as such because it just panicked me if I see something that I don’t know how to get that in there. That would worry me. But I’m being a bit more brave this year and I’m really using them. They’re so, so helpful, to know exactly some of the types of things that need to be in there. So you can tick off whether you’ve done those types of things. So I do, I definitely use them now, yes. 

Good. What is your aim with assignments? Is it I have to pass this to get through the degree? Is it I want to get a first? Is it I want to learn new and exciting things? What is your goal with them?

Um, I think at the back of your mind you always know that yes I have got to pass this to be able to get the course over and done with. And I kind of think that when I’m first starting the assignment. But once I get into it I think wow, I’m learning things from this that I didn’t know before and it’s really helping me. So yeah, I think at first it is that aspect of I need to get this done but once you get into it and start to get interested in it and you’re reading about certain topics and things, it does kind of, yeah, it makes you feel better because you’re learning, learning about things and then improving yourself as a teacher. So it kind of changes from the beginning to the end how you feel about it. 

You’ve mentioned Starting Point and Research already. Have you found creativity to be relevant to other assignments as well? Are there any in particular of the other ones that stand out?

Um…

Or are there any that stand out as being particularly non-creative?

I’m just trying to think over the ones that we’ve had. I know the equality essay which was built in with the special needs which was a big thing for me, which I’m really interested in. That was quite a creative one for me. I think for some people it might not have been but it depends how interested you are and how you took to it. And that was a creative one for me. I think the ones I don’t find creative are the ones I don’t enjoy doing as much. I’m trying to think back. What did we have in the first year in the way of assignments? It’s when you get a specific set essay and it is just writing it through. It’s nice to be able to do different things like a SoW. It’s nice to do because you’ve got your grids here and maybe you write why you’ve done that. I prefer, I think they’re more creative so than just a set essay where you’re just writing continuously. I think it’s nice to be able to do other things apart from that.

So you like having a variety of formats. 

Yeah. Grids and maybe pictures and things to refer to. And the whole child one where you had study the child about three times. And that was all about completing it through grids and looking on the internet and comparing things. And that was a really good one to do. 

You’ve had presentations and performances.

Oh yes! Oh they’re definitely! I’d forgotten about them. It’s silly. But they’re quite creative actually. Our PE one that we did as a group, that was brilliant because you could just put whatever you wanted into it and we were running about and we had all the equipment out, PE equipment. And just the way we all went about it as a group, it was just a really nice creative one and similarly we did the dance one in the first year. And that was a really nice one too. They’re fun as well. I mean you’re creating something together. And they’re really fun. They’re different. Yeah, better than a… I prefer assignments like than just writing an essay.

They’re more fun to mark too.

Yeah, I can imagine. 

Did you find being in a group helped you with the creativity aspect or not? Or did it sort of depend?

I think in a way it does. Well it depends who’s in that group with you because certain people are such creative people. I know I’ve got some aspects of creativity in me but I’m not the most creative person in there. So sometimes it’s nice to get ideas off people and things that you’d never think of doing before. Sometimes… I’m the type of person I quite like working on my own sometimes as well cause I get on a bit better. I can work in a group but it depends on the situation and what we’re actually doing because I know, with the display assignment, that was very stressful working in a group. Really stressful. Because there was so much paperwork involved with it. Whereas your presentations you do as a group there’s so much less paperwork and it’s more about talking together and getting ideas and sort of presenting it as people rather than having to write everything down. I think that was quite hard in the display assignment to get that done, get the paperwork side of it done as a group. But definitely working with others that are creative types of people does make you a bit more creative. 

Do you feel creativity has been relevant to your school placements?

Yes, definitely. Well I suppose working with the younger years especially I’ve had to do some quite creative things. You’re always looking for different ideas and how to make it fun for them. And I’ve always kind of seen fun things as being creative things. Like something a bit different for them to do. I suppose it’s the same with all year groups, not just the younger ones, because I’ve had Year 5 and 6 as well and we did a task on journalism and they had to…like hot seating and things like that and that  all seems kind of creative to me and it makes lessons a lot more fun for the children and they can get a lot out of them if they’re enjoying it then they’ll do better, that’s what I think anyway. If it’s something a little bit different they’ll think oh this is good, I’ve not done this before and they get a lot more interested in it. So yeah, creativity is a big thing on placement.     

The final thing, which you’ve sort of answered already, is do you consider yourself to be creative?

I think, not just saying this for you, but this course has probably brought out my creative side  a lot more. Because at school I was never the creative one. I could do my work and things like that but it was never creative as such. If I read back now over the stories I wrote back then they probably wouldn’t show much creativity at all. But this course has changed that I think, brought it out in you. You learn how to be more creative on it.  And probably if I was to write a story now, like the Storytelling. That was a creative thing to do. I think that was the start where the creativity sort of begins on the course really. Storytelling. That’s a big thing. You have to be really creative, making your storysack, thinking up the story, thinking up ideas to do with children, different games and bits and bobs, so… I’m more creative now than I was but I wouldn’t say I’m the most creative person in the world. 

Was it the coming up with ideas that particularly you see that you’ve increased in?

Yes. Things like, just from the different lectures and things. The lecturers have got some really good ideas that they kind of pass onto you which is really nice. And you share the ideas, you don’t just tell us about them. We’ve been in lectures where these things happen and you put out tables with all different toys on and all ideas of investigations or something like that and it’s really nice to be able to see them and that gives you these ideas that you need to be more creative. 

Thank you. Is there anything else you’d like to say about creativity or assessment or anything at all?

Not really. Just with your main question, I do think you are given aspects of creativity in the assessment. It is there for you. It definitely…you can see it. You are allowed to be more creative than perhaps at school.

And do you feel you’ve been rewarded for being creative?

Oh definitely. Like you’ve said, if you look at the marking grids it sometimes says ‘a creative approach to’ such and such a topic so that makes you know that if you are creative and maybe go about it in a bit of a different way to other people then you will get the marks for it. The marks are there. So definitely.

Good. Thank you very much.

