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	DESCRIPTION OF TASK

In this assignment you will create and evaluate an individual education plan for a child in your class. In school IEPs are used with children who have been formally identified as having SEN. For the purpose of this assignment the choice of focus is much broader. For example, you may choose a child with SEN, whether officially identified or not; a child identified as Gifted & Talented; a child with social or emotional needs; a child working on an intervention programme (such as ELS); or any other child you believe would benefit from a personalised approach.

In the autumn you will be going into your placement school. During this time you need to select a child for this assignment. 

Once you have chosen the child you need to record PIES information for them, and collect samples of work and observations that you assess and relate to National Curriculum or Foundation Stage Profile levels. If the child has an IEP already, that should be collected as well. While you need to collect this information to inform the creation of your IEP, in the appendix only include aspects which are specifically referred to in the assignment. Remember that the child and school should be anonymous so take care to remove any identifiers from your samples.

During the planning period for the placement you should design a format and create a small step IEP for each child. You need to state:

· the issue, 

· small step(s) you wish the child to achieve

· the strategies / actions to help the child

· the success criteria

· review date and method.

It will be important to choose sufficiently small steps so that progress may be noted during the six weeks you are teaching. Because of this your IEP will be quite different from the school’s IEP (if any) because the schools would be for a longer term. 

During the six weeks as teacher in charge you should implement the IEP, collect evidence about the results and then review it, including setting next steps for that child. 

In the written assignment you need to provide a rationale which explains why you have chosen this child and this issue, with reference to some educational statistics (e.g. actual versus expected NC levels). You must also provide a rationale for the format, small steps, strategies, success criteria and review method you have chosen. These should be based on the evidence you have collected from the PIES, assessments and relevant reading.

You need to outline the results of the IEP and analyse them. Give a brief description of relevant findings and refer the reader to the appendices for further details. The emphasis should be on analysis rather than description. Did the child achieve the small steps? Were the strategies appropriate? How did your findings compare to your reading? What did the findings tell you? How did you decide on the next steps? Was the format helpful? How might you adapt it? The analysis should lead to an overall evaluation of the level of success of the IEP. You should also evaluate the process of creating and implementing an IEP and the implications this has for primary education, setting this in the context of a debate about issues related to pupil achievement, assessment and the whole child.

The IEP you have created and any supporting evidence should be in the appendices. The sections that are discussed in the essay should be clearly marked  / annotated so that the reader can find them easily for further information if they are interested in reading further detail.  

Contents:

2,500 words – rationale, analysis, evaluation and debate 

Appendix – IEP, plus supporting evidence that is referred to in the essay 




	MODULE OUTCOMES TO BE TESTED

· analyse a range of information, including educational statistics 

· identify children’s needs and choose appropriate methods to address them

· be able to debate issues related to pupil achievement, assessment and the whole child

· Communicate effectively in different formats, such as IEPs, reports and academic writing

QTS Standards: Q1, 3, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21b, 25, 26, 28, 29


	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

· Ability to identify a child’s needs and choose appropriate methods to address them

· Ability to analyse a range of evidence

· Ability to debate issues with respect to evidence and literature

· Ability to communicate effectively

	MARK SCHEME
	Ability to identify a child’s needs & choose appropriate methods to address them
	Ability to analyse a range of evidence
	Ability to debate issues with respect to evidence and literature
	Ability to communicate effectively

	80+
	Demonstrates insight through the key areas of need selected and the tightly focused targets with graduated steps devised to achieve them, supported by a range of imaginative, highly appropriate teaching and learning strategies
	Able to demonstrate insight and sophistication through making complex connections; able to evaluate the research evidence and IEP design
	A scholarly approach to debating the evidence within the context of contemporary research and thought, making complex connections among pupil achievement, assessment and the whole child and presenting new insights
	Excellent communication; innovative presentation which enhances understanding; of publishable standard

	70 - 79
	Clearly identified key areas of need, selected focused targets with graduated steps to achieve them, supported by a range of appropriate teaching and learning strategies
	Able to make connections across a variety of aspects, demonstrating critical judgement of the evidence and IEP design
	Able to debate pertinent issues related to pupil achievement, assessment and the whole child, interpreting a range of viewpoints from literature and making insightful connections to own evidence 
	Communication of high quality with precision of phrasing; well chosen style of presentation demonstrating independent thinking



	60 - 69
	Able to identify a key area of need; able to choose realistic and relevant targets and appropriate teaching strategies for achieving them
	Able to identify progress from a range of evidence; make connections to the factors which affected progress
	Able to debate major issues related to pupil achievement, assessment and the whole child, handling a range of viewpoints from literature and making connections to own evidence
	A written style which contributes to clear communication of meaning and is generally precise; demonstrates judgement through choice of presentation

	50 - 59
	Able to identify an area of need; able to choose relevant targets and appropriate strategies to achieve them
	Able to describe and analyse the evidence; recognises some of the factors which may have affected progress 
	Able to debate some issues related to pupil achievement, assessment and the whole child, drawing upon both school-based evidence and literature
	Able to communicate meaning clearly and concisely; appropriate choice of presentation  

	MARK SCHEME
	Ability to identify a child’s needs & choose appropriate methods to address them
	Ability to analyse a range of evidence
	Ability to debate issues with respect to evidence and literature
	Ability to communicate effectively

	40 - 49
	Able to identify a broad area of need; able to choose some relevant targets; uses some appropriate strategies to achieve them
	Some ability to analyse findings but the account is primarily descriptive
	Able to present some aspects of debate related to pupil achievement, assessment and / or the whole child, drawing upon some school-based evidence and literature
	Able to communicate key messages clearly at points; some aspects of presentation support meaning

	35 - 39
	Identified an area but targets had limited relevance and / or strategies were not very appropriate
	Minimal interpretation and analysis of evidence
	Limited ability to recognise aspects of debate; limited ability to use school-based evidence and literature
	Communication is hindered by many inaccuracies; presentation does not support meaning

	below 35
	Was unable to identify a relevant area of need. Did not set appropriate targets or use suitable strategies.
	An account which is largely descriptive, derivative or uninformed
	Little or no ability to present or discuss relevant  evidence and literature
	Is unable to communicate meaning; presentation confuses /obscures /diminishes meaning


	DATE AND TIME OF SUBMISSION

Monday, 19th April, 2010 by 4:00 p.m.

This assignment will be marked anonymously so you must use your student number rather than name.

Note to students:  Any work submitted after this date will receive a mark of zero.  All requests for extensions must be submitted to the Academic Co-ordinator for approval before the date stated.  Such claims must be on the standard pro forma and must be accompanied by corroborating evidence.  Following the date of submission requests may be made for the Board of Examiners to take extenuating circumstances for non-submission into account.  All such requests must be made on the standard pro forma and must be accompanied by corroborating evidence.


	DATE ON WHICH MARKED WORK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION

Tuesday, 18th May, 2010




PLAGIARISM

Note to students: Your attention is drawn to the College’s Code of Practice covering plagiarism.  Penalties for work found to be plagiarised are severe and can include the withdrawal of the right to resubmit work and termination of studies.  On the submission of the assignment you will be required to sign a declaration that the work is your own and that all sources have been properly acknowledged.

