Year 3 Female February


Student Interview 2

Last time we were talking about creativity in assignments but you hadn’t written them yet. Now you have. You’ve got them back. Do you feel that you put any elements of creativity into the assignments you’ve done over the first semester?

I think sort of as much as I could have done. I don’t know. I find it really hard when you’re always being asked to use other sources and whatever you say needs to be backed up by somebody else. So if I kind of have a thought but I can’t find anybody to back my thought up I think, no I can’t really have that in because I might get picked up on it and that’s what worries me about using sort of my own ideas and things like that.

I think with my SoW and my presentation it was a lot easier to put my own ideas and things I wanted in. Particularly my SoW, it was what I wanted to teach so it was all my ideas, what I’d like to do. And I think that the actual sequence itself was… creativity was going into that but not necessarily the written essay aspect of it. 

So it was the basic ideas.

It was my ideas. Like in the pupil investigations as well. It was really… I thought my ideas were really creative and that was picked up on as well, that there were some good ideas in there for the investigations and the way I present them. I’d put them in with my space topic. And they were really creative again. I think. That I did quite well with those, considering that I’m not the most creative person but certainly aspects of creativity sort of went into them but not necessarily in the written essay because I’m sometimes a bit scared to do that. 

So what about the presentation?

It was really nice with the presentation because all that was sort of said… you had to pick your own idea. It was up to you what you wanted to do and it could be something that you personally liked. With all the other assignments you’re sort of told what it’s going to be on, but with this, as long as it was a fairly new thing, we could do what we wanted to do. And like with me having an interest in special needs I went for assistive technology and I was able to look into that and try out some of these assistive technology programs or pieces of software, things like that. I think you could put a lot of creativity into that because it was all your own ideas, your thinking, your ideas.  And you weren’t as restricted, as long as certain things were in there, like you had a few literary sources in there, just to give reasons as to why you were looking into what you were looking into, but you weren’t as limited as to what you could do. Which I think that lets you have a bit more creativity in it. 

What about the research?

(indrawn breath)

Okay, bad question, bad question.

No, no, I think, I think to a point you think you can be creative in that one, because again it’s sort of your own ideas. You can go for what you want to research. And I tried to put sort of a bit of creativity into there but obviously that’s not really, by doing that… from getting my marks back and the comments on it, it’s obviously not been a success. Even though I thought I’d tried really hard with it. 

What did you look at?

It was all about healthy living. It was based on PE and it was all about physical health and well being in schools and how it’s promoted. Because I thought that was a topic that was all about now.

Yep, very topical. 

Very recent and things and I thought I had a lot to say but (wry laugh) maybe not. 

You said that the marker for the pupil investigations commented on the creativity, and I think that was me. Because I recognise the space theme.

Yes, that was you.

What about any of the others? Did any of them talk about being imaginative or really good ideas or making good connections?

I think in my Speaking and Listening SoW it was said that there was some good ideas in there for what I wanted to do. And obviously again, the presentation it was said that that was sort of a good idea. It was a really good choice to make. But not necessarily. I’ve read through them and nothing’s really stuck out at me. Apart from those ones that I’ve said.   

Okay, this is a bit of a strange question. I’ve asked the tutors this in the past. You know we have to write all of these marking grids with A*, A, B, C. In your head, what makes something a C or what makes something a B? Quite apart from a specific assignment, in general what are the characteristics of it? So I’m now checking with students. Do you have any ideas in your head of… You know if somebody had an A*, what would that piece of work be like. Or if they had a C or D or… Do you have any pictures of different grade bands?

I think with it, in my head, an A* is somebody who puts a lot of literary sources in and really backs up what they’re saying. Reads lots of journals. But that’s just the way it comes to me when I read the marking schemes and things like that. I imagine an A* piece of work would be very literary, a lot of literary sources in there to back up their own point. They’ll have lots of good points and things but they will all be backed up. And obviously it will be written very academically, with a really good tone to it. Lots of ideas in there. A lower piece of work, obviously may be somebody who’s struggling for ideas as such, has maybe read, has not particularly read but has maybe flipped through a book and saw a word and thought that may be good to put in there! But not really knowing where they’re going as such, what they want to get out of that piece of work. 

What sort of mark do you think that would end up with?

What? The one that just picks random words? 

Yeah, you were saying it was lower, struggling for ideas, limited reading, not really knowing where they were going. Is that a D? Is that a fail?

I’d say, not necessarily a fail as such, I think they would probably get…because we need to get a 40 don’t we, for it to pass?

Yep.

It would probably be in the really low 40s. I think they’d pass. As long as they’ve put a bit in there. They’ve got some literary sources, even though it’s not a massive amount.  

Now many of your marks are somewhere in between that A* and D so do you have any pictures of the bits in between?

Um, my pieces of work? I don’t know because you’re really trying. Obviously you try your hardest with your piece of work. I read the marking grids and I think, I’ve done that and I’ve done that but when it comes back I obviously haven’t. So I don’t know if I’m reading a bit differently to how a marker would read it. Yeah, mine are always sort of the in-between, the C and B. I put in as much literary sources as I can but I think… I know personally that I don’t always find ones to back up, as well as sort of ones that go against what I’m trying to say. I don’t always do that. So I probably don’t do enough and I think that’s probably where I go wrong with mine. My communication is always picked up as quite good. So I think that’s probably what boosts me up. 

Well, if I’m remembering your maths correctly, and it was one of the last ones I marked so it is fresher in my mind, um, your communication was really very good and your presentation was very good. Didn’t you end up with a 69? 

69, yeah. 

I hesitated and hesitated a long time over the 70 or not, and I think it was… Were a couple, one or two, of the investigations not quite so investigational?

I was worrying about that all the time I was doing it.

It’s hard with Foundation Stage.

That’s my problem and I did look at some of them and think I’m not sure if it is an investigation and it was the one that you picked up on. I was particularly thinking, well I’m not really sure about that, but I know a lot of people were in the same situation and they were just saying just sort of go for it.

But the others were. The others were very investigational. 

I can tell the difference. I can see. But that wasn’t… I was just struggling when I got to that point and I…

Running out of ideas.

Yeah, I understand where that sort of lost me… But it didn’t…You didn’t really make me feel bad about what you said.

Oh good. 

I felt quite happy with the comments that were made there and they were all very positive and that makes you feel better about yourself definitely.

How have the first two weeks of your placement gone?

Really, really well.

Clearly! If they’re talking about offering you jobs it can’t have gone badly. 

No! It’s going ever so well and I’ve settled in well. I didn’t like it at first, on my observation weeks, I was a little bit unsure. But now that I’m actually in there teaching and getting on and doing things myself it’s a lot better. It’s going really well and it’s been nice because the teachers leaving me to it now and again and I just feel really comfortable there, really settled. Getting all my own displays up and everything.  

Do you feel you have been creative in your first two weeks of placement?

Um, as much as I can be. I think a lot of the creativity goes into the child-initiated learning, in the Foundation Stage especially. Sort of like the things I’ve planned for them, I’ve just put out some paper, gold paper and some glue and some scissors and just said to them, make me a space picture. And I think it’s more helping the children to be creative. That’s mostly what I’ve been doing in these first two weeks, to let them do what they want to, not giving them specific tasks to do, like it must look like this. I just want their interpretation of what a space picture would look like. I’ve tried to incorporate some sort of… I see creativity as more the sort of fun lessons and things. Particularly taking in the astronaut food for them. 

Yes! That was neat!

Yeah, they loved it. I’ve done it with them and they loved it. Comparing it with their own food. That went down really well and I thought that was quite a creative lesson. It was quite nice.  And we did one where we passed around a normal ball and said that was like playing the game pass the ball and then we swapped it for a balloon and passed it around and that covered the gravity aspect of the moon and things like that. And that was quite, sort of a creative way of doing that, I felt. And that went down really well and they really enjoyed that.      

So you’ve got both creative teaching, where you’re doing these fun lessons, and creative learning, where the children are doing things.  

Yeah, giving the children opportunities to be creative as well. The role play area is a big space rocket and that’s the place where they can… I’m trying now to give it a bit more of a purpose because I set it up and they have been playing in there but I see now they get to a point where their imagination just sort of stops. They can’t think of what else to do in there so I’m just trying to put more things in there for them to do. Drawing pictures of what they’ve seen when they’ve gone into space. They’re still using their imaginations while they’re in there but trying to get something out of it as well.

Trying to move it on a bit more.

Yeah.      

What do you think has helped you in doing those creative things? Has there been any help in terms of the teacher-mentor or the school or the resources or the lack of resources or the children or …

I think my TA’s been brilliant. I’ve only got her two days a week on a Monday and a Tuesday but we’ve sort of been sharing ideas about what would be good and she’s sort of very arty and very…Her mind is very creative I feel, and she’s been really helpful in sharing ideas with me about displays and things like that. But all the planning I did for my teaching I did myself. And it was my ideas or maybe something from a book. I got a book about space, teaching space, and that was quite helpful with some ideas but a lot of it I’ve done myself. I think that’s me being quite creative really. Being able to think of these things. Yes but definitely, definitely the TA as well. It’s nice to share ideas with her because she’s very creative. 

Has your teacher-mentor commented on any of the sort of creative things you’ve been doing?

Yeah, well she sort of mentioned that they’re going down really well with the children and the children are enjoying them. Obviously that’s her main focus, that the children are enjoying what they’re doing, as well getting something out of it. She’s really pleased with everything I’ve been doing. She’s checked through all of my planning to make sure that it’s all okay and it’s all been good but she’s not necessarily mentioned that it’s creative, she hasn’t used those words as such. But she’s checked it all and said it’s good.        

What about your tutor? Any… Have you even seen your tutor yet? 

Yeah, she observed me in my first week but it was a handwriting lesson and it was my first handwriting lesson.

They’re not the most inspiring of things. 

They’re not. And she did pick up on that it wasn’t very fun and exciting but I’d just done it the way the teacher always does. I’d just followed her way, what with it being the first week I thought I’m not going to go mad here, I’m going to just try to get myself settled in. So she did pick up it wasn’t amazing. The children weren’t inspired all of the way through. But the second week she got lost on the way there so she didn’t get to observe. And she didn’t really say a lot either.   

Okay. In the previous interview and today I’ve asked lots of questions about do you see creativity in this, that and the other, so now I’m asking what is your definition of creativity? What do you mean when you…

Um, I think being creative is sort of putting your own ideas into things. And I always see it as being fun, especially in a lesson. It’s the fun, exciting lesson that has the children explore for themselves and investigate themselves. Be free to explore their own ideas. Use their imaginations. 

Thank you. 

I think it’s a really hard thing to define. Really hard.

Thank you very much.

