
Bridging Open Scholarship with Arts and 
Humanities research practices

Erzsébet Tóth-Czifra
Open Science Officer

ACDH Tool Gallery 5.2 

Open Science methods & tools for DH scholars



Alternative title for this talk: DARIAH and her sister 
infrastructures: what’s in them for you? 

You can follow this presentation along here: [link to 
add]

@etothczifra



Why we need research infrastructures and 
infrastructural thinking?  



Opening up access to scholarly knowledge is a key 
value of the academy in the 21st century.

Still, sometimes we still need to cross actual, 
physical borders to cross virtual ones (paywall) or 
access to undigitized cultural heritage materials.

Luckily, things are changing.. .

Why Open Science really matters to me 

Source: Pixabay



We no longer produce only scholarly outputs 
that can be placed on a bookshelf 

publication

source materials

data, code, enrichments, 

data provenance, versioning

”Research outputs now
encompass far more than
what can be expressed in the
17th century construct of the
research paper. Scholars
deserve to be goven credit for
the many contributions they
make above and beyond the
articles.”
Paola Masuzzo: Open Science:
a shift in coversation.
10.5281/zenodo.3435019



We no longer produce only scholarly outputs 
that can be placed on a bookshelf 

publication

source materials

data, code, enrichments, 

data provenance, versioning

Where is the safe
home for such a wide
range of digital
objects and the
scholarship around
them?



Why we need infrastructures and 
infrastructural thinking? 

• Production moves from shelves to computer 
racks.

• The researcher requirements in the 21st century 
are no longer covered completely by the library of 
the archive, not even the digital ones.

• Knowledge we create around digital objects 
happens in different contexts in different silos. 
How to connect the knowledge that has been 
created around certain digital objects? 

Source: Pixabay



• 17 member countries 

Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia 

• and 11 cooperating partners 

Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Finland, Hungary, Israel, Norway,Romania, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom

@DARIAHeu

: a European research infrastructure 
consortium by researchers for researchers

Mission: to empower arts and humanities research communities with digital 
methods to create, connect and share knowledge about culture and society. 



We share...4 key areas of activities 

Source: DARIAHStrategic Plan
https://www.dariah.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2019/08/Strat
egic-Plan_2019-2026.pdf



DARIAH Working groups 

What makes them special?  

• Self-organizing transnational research commuities based on 
shared research interests

• Connecting knowledge around certain digital objects/topics that 

have been created in different institutional silos

• In many cases they develop, curate and maintain research tools 

and educational materials

• Ensure that we are meeting the emergent needs of research 
communities in and with the humanities

• Open to anyone with an interest for a specific topic → they add a 
social layer to the infrastructure. 

Transnational Scientific Working Groups on 
Emergent Themes

Image credits: DARIAH



DARIAH Working Groups

Community calls are a way to 
engage with stakeholders that 
work in dispersed or virtual teams 
(like the DARIAH WGs). 



Ways to interact with us... 

http://ssk.huma-num.fr/#/

https://registries.clarin-
dariah.eu/courses/

https://textgrid.de/

...a teaser from our activities 

https://registries.clarin-dariah.eu/courses/


Where is Open Science in all this? 
...everywhere! 

Many components and
values of the Open Science
paradigm are naturally and
implicitly present in
DARIAHs activities.

In many cases, humanities
scholars already doing Open
Science without explicitly
branding them as such.

Source: Pixabay



Still, in many cases, there is a huge 
implementation gap between
the core values of Open Science and 

our everyday research practices. 

We frequently encounter difficulties or 
even limitations when aiming to 
translate these principles into their 
everyday scholarly practices.

The implementation gap 

Source: Pinterest

https://hu.pinterest.com/vynguyen0507/bridging-the-gap/


Open Science made concrete



A way to anchor Open Science in community 
practices: the DARIAH Open blog

A place to explore
pathways to the
open research
culture as they
specifically pertain
to research
communities in
the arts and
humanities.

News, resources,

expert interviews,

success stories but

also debates on

discipline-specific

challenges from

around Open

Humanities.

https://dariahopen.hypotheses.org



The Open Science Helpdesk

Through this service scholars can 
turn to us with questions and 
challenges regarding all things 
open. 

Later we also aim to develop a 
knowledge base from these 
questions.

You can send in your questions and challenges 
regarding all open issues via the DARIAH Helpdesk  



Why OpenMethods? 

A symtpomatic tweet:



OpenMethods: highlighting Open Access content 
about Digital Humanities methods and tools 

https://openmethods.dariah.eu/

A resource for bringing 
together, highlighting and 
community reviewing all 
formats of openly available 
digital publications (blogs, 
preprints, research articles, 
videos etc.). 

Multilingual character 
because we know that  
not all the knowledge  
that counts are in 
English.  

The real power of the platform 
lies in the community around it: 
our Editorial Team currently 
comprises 25 editors from 11 
countries who speak a total of 
16 languages. 

Follow/feed the blog:            
@openmethods_dh



Face-to-face and online trainings

• Summer schools, winter schools, 
webinars, masterclasses

• Learn more at:  
https://www.dariah.eu/tools-
services/dariah-training/

• https://www.dariah.eu/events/

Providing guidance to researchers at all 
career stages and levels of expertise

Source: DARIAH

https://www.dariah.eu/tools-services/dariah-training/
https://www.dariah.eu/events/




The bigger picture



We are not alone! 

Our most important allies: 

Some of the projects, services and communities we build together: 



Open + infastructure 

It’s all about connecting: 

• People (of course, machines too)

• Different user communities with different services

• Knowledge and ideas 

Who 
could 
have 
never 
met 
before. 



Ready, set, explore, reuse ! 

Self-archiving and open data management flyers. 
DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.2657248  and  
10.5281/zenodo.3070069

Parthenos Training Suite 
https://training.parthenos-project.eu/

DARIAH Open blog
https://openmethods.dariah.eu/

OpenMethods platform 
https://openmethods.dariah.eu/

How to Facilitate Cooperation between Humanities 
Researchers and Cultural Heritage Institutions. Guidelines
10.5281/zenodo.2587480.

The Standardization Survival Kit 
http://ssk.huma-num.fr/#/

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2587480

