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Abstract
Finding research papers (resources) within a specific research area

can be done based on many aspects, such as keywords set, subject

area, journal name, author profile, and dominant institution or

country. The most important aspect, is the selected keywords set.

Researchers are usually spending a long time on the net to find their

interesting papers and keeping them. Reference management

software offer an easy way of finding relevant literature, collecting

references, organizing them in a database, and insert citations works

in a manuscript with proper citation style. The workshop

concentrates on how to find and keep the right papers for your

research interest.

Keywords: H-index, Improve citations, Research tools,

Bibliometrics, Research visibility, Research impact
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Do Research, 
Don't Re-Search
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Research Tools Mind Map
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Web of Science
SCOPUS
EndNote
OATD 
& many more Research Tools

Source: https://pixabay.com/en/books-stack-learn-study-library-1015594/

dtSearch
SpringerExemplar
Qiqqa
Academic Phrasebank
& many more tools Source: http://fotomelia.com/?download=homme-bureau-ordinateur-images-gratuites

Journal Citation Reports
Journal Metrics 
Manuscript matcher 
Find the perfect journal for your article 
& many more Research Tools Source: https://pixabay.com/en/discussion-session-white-male-1874791/
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Session Topic

1. Introduction

2. Selecting keywords

3. Finding Research Papers

4. Evaluate a paper quality

5. Managing Research

6. Read a paper

7. Indexing Desktop Research Tools

8. Avoid Scientific Misconduct

9. Writing a Paper

10. Improve paper quality

11. Target Suitable Journal

12. Improve your Research Visibility and Impact
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Tasks for the first session

1. Structure & planning your research (Draw the 
literature map)

2. Read: 
• https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/

lit_review_LL/reading.html 

• Cottrell, S. (2005). Critical thinking skills - Developing Effective Analysis and 
Argument. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

• Chapter 3 of “Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, 
Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research (4th ed.). 
Boston: Pearson Education, Inc”

• Chapter 3 of “Saunders, M., Lewis, P., & Thornhill, A. (2009). Research methods 
for business students (5th ed.). Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE, 
England: Pearson Education Limited.”
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Tasks for the second session

1. Create the log file for your search term/s

2. Identify the main keywords set for your research

3. Identify the alternative keywords set for your research

4. Evaluate the search terms

5. Looking for selected keywords sets on:

 SCOPUS

Web of Science Core Collection

6. Write the methodology used for selecting the final keywords set 
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Outline
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No. Topic

1 Reminder, Major Multidisciplinary Citation Databases

2 Reminder, Keywords set

3 Database searching

4 Reference Management tools
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Source: https://subjectguides.york.ac.uk/physics/resources
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Source: https://storify.com/rasmimddesa/critical-
thinking-in-education

https://storify.com/rasmimddesa/critical-thinking-in-education
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The expert
The point of the 
paper

The 
institution/country

Year of publication

The purpose of the 
paper

The paper method



Major Multidisciplinary Citation 
Databases
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• Web of Science

• SCOPUS

• Google Scholar

• Microsoft Academic

• ……………………
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Source: Kalantari, A., Kamsin, A., Kamaruddin, H. S., Ebrahim, N. A., Gani, A., Ebrahimi, A., & Shamshirband, S. (2017). A bibliometric approach to tracking big 
data research trends. Journal of Big Data, 4(1), 30. https://ssrn.com/abstract=3046448

https://ssrn.com/abstract=3046448
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Source: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/index?searchPhrase=Virtual%20Team
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Source: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/
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Source: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/
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Source: https://www.scopus.com

https://www.scopus.com/
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Source: http://rank.sid.ir/garden#
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Reference Management 
tools
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Writing a Tesis/Paper: Traditional way
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Source: flickr/toennessen
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Reference Management Tools

1. What is Reference Management Tool?
Reference Management Tools are software tools that can help you organize 
your references and citation, create reference lists/ bibliographies, collaborate 
with others online, and discover the latest research in your subject areas.

2. General Features
Maintain huge number of references for your dissertations or research 
projects

Manage, organize, cite and collaborate

Create and format references in various citation styles instantly

Import citations from databases, library catalogues, websites and more

Work on your references anytime, anywhere
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Source: https://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/research-support/tools/ref-management-tools

https://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/research-support/tools/ref-management-tools


With EndNote you can:

• Access your research from anywhere. Online or off. On 
your desktop, online, or iPad.

• Search hundreds of online databases to find the most 
cutting-edge research.

• Save valuable time finding full-text articles and 
reference updates, creating bibliographies, and 
organizing your references.

• Store your research and related files all in one place.

• Add searchable keywords, notes and comments to 
your PDFs.

• Share your references and research with colleagues.
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Tasks for the third session

1. Install a reference management software

2. Download selected papers (based on the final 

keywords set) into the reference 

management software
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Thank you!
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My recent presentations:
1. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Research Skills Session 1: Introduction. figshare. Presentation. 

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.9931163.v1
2. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2019): Introduction to “Research Tools”: Tools for Collecting, Writing, Publishing, 

and Improving Research Visibility. figshare. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.8258957.v1

3. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2018): Publishing Procedure and Strategies to Improve Research Visibility and 
Impact. figshare. Presentation. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.7475036.v1

4. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2018): Scientific Misconduct. figshare. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.7471988.v1

5. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2018): Collecting, Writing, and Publishing via “Research Tools”. figshare. 
Presentation. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.7472273.v1
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