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Who does research?



How is university research funded?

Income for teaching



How is university research funded?

Income that supports 
basic research 
infrastructure - 
generally does not 
support specific 
research projects 



How is university research funded?

Income for specific 
research projects - 
allocated via 
applications made by 
researchers



Research councils



Research councils: how much do they spend?
Research council grants are 
paid for from tax.

Approximately £2.7 billion 
resource spend (including 
grant funding) in 2019/20.



Other sources of research funding



Scientific funding: can be challenging!
Often fairly low chances of success for major grant 
applications (20-25%?) and applications can take months of 
planning.
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Scientific funding: can be challenging!
Often fairly low chances of success for major grant 
applications (20-25%?) and applications can take months of 
planning.

Leads to major instability (especially for junior 
researchers).

Can influence what researchers study (grants must be a good 
‘fit’, focus on achievability/application - can discourage 
blue-sky, interdisciplinary work?)



How can I know who funded a study?

How should this influence your perception of the study? Not 
always easy to know...


