
                

 

 

The following reports were written by year 9 pupils from St. Christopher’s CE High 
School in Accrington following an extracurricular experience day arranged by the 
Manchester Fly Facility. On this day, 200 pupils attended three 20 minute 
teaching/practical sessions:  

• They learned about genetic markers used in Drosophila research including 
practical tasks to identify markers under the microscope 

• They carried out motor skill experiments plotting the performance of young 
versus aged flies 

• They learned about state-of-the-art genetic tools to study nervous system 
function and disease, including strategies for drug discovery 

As the following reports illustrate, the day was successful in that it was well 
received by the pupils and that it achieved its key learning objective – to 
appreciate the importance of using simple model organisms, such as Drosophila, 
for scientific research.      

http://www.st-christophers.org/�
http://www.st-christophers.org/�
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