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John’s best-known work is on galaxy 
redshift surveys (with M. Davis, M. 

Geller & others) and the distance scale

Huchra CfA webpages

de Lapparent, Huchra & Geller 86



John’s ADS keyword distribution shows 
that he worked on a lot of topics

• galaxies: clusters (71)
• red shift (69)
• surveys (45)
• galaxies (40)
• mass function (40)
• stars: luminosity function (40)
• cosmology: distance scale (36)
• astronomy: infrared (33)
• methods: data analysis (27)
• techniques: photometric (27)
• cosmology: miscellaneous (26)

• techniques: spectroscopic (26)
• astronomy: X rays (25)
• catalogs (25)
• galaxies: structure (24)
• velocity distribution (22)
• stars: variables (19)
• galaxies: active (18)
• spatial distribution (18)
• galaxies: evolution (17)
• methods statistical (17)
• models (16)
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His first paper as an undergrad was on 
stars

Iben & Huchra 1970



As were several papers from his grad 
student days

AAS Newsletter, Nov/Dec 2009

``An Analysis of the Magnetic Field 
of 53 Cam and its Implications for 
the Decentered Dipole Rotator 
Model’’, Huchra 1972



He worked extensively on extragalactic 
star clusters with Jean Brodie & others 

Huchra & Brodie (87): some 
of the first spectroscopy of 
globulars outside the LG

Barmby & Huchra 01

Huchra 93



Brodie & Huchra calibrated GC spectroscopic 
metallicity & found that mean GCS 

metallicity correlates with galaxy luminosity 

-12                   MB -22-2
.5

   
   

   
 [F

e/
H

]  
   

   
  -

0.
5

Brodie & Huchra 91Brodie & Huchra 90



Early papers with Jean Brodie have 
some classic Huchra-isms 

Huchra & Brodie 87

Huchra & 
Brodie 84



John also worked on galaxy groups, 
clusters and superclusters

Barmby & Huchra 98

Beers, Huchra & Geller 82

Zabludoff, Huchra & Geller 90
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Significant work included the “friends 
of friends” algorithm and the 

distribution of nearby rich clusters 

Huchra & Geller 82

Nearby rich 
clusters in 
supergalactic
coordinates:
Postman, Huchra
& Geller 92



John catalogued Seyfert galaxies, anchored 
reverberation mapping, and took the first 

spectrum of an “optically dull” AGN

Huchra & Burg 92 Peterson 
et al. 91

Elvis et al. 81



His “From Stars to Galaxies” conference 
summary (1996) has some funnies



And some more serious wisdom

1. “Be careful about forests and trees! 
2. Remember the main goal is to learn about 

cosmology..
3. ..Then the secondary goal is to understand 

individual objects.
4. Use the right tools!
5. Beware statistics…nothing is ever normally 

distributed.
6. Beware selection effects!”

Huchra, J., 1996 in From Stars to Galaxies, ASP Conf Ser 98, 597



“You can observe a lot just by watching” 
– Yogi Berra or John Huchra?

Of course he knew the difference 
between physics & stamp collecting



Thanks to
J. Brodie, M.Elvis, E. Henneken, J. Landstreet, 

M. Postman

And of course John!

S. Courteau


