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Context: Cognitive Science in 1978

“A commitee of people from the several fields was Philosophy “| argued that at least six disciplines were involved:
assembled [by the Sloan Foundation], to psychology, linguistics, neuroscience, computer
summerize the state of Cognitive science, anthropology and philosophy.

Psychology Linguistics

Science in 1978, and to write a | saw psychology, linguistics and \What about

report recommending computer science as central, _

appropriate action.” the other three as peripheral” ReaSOn | ng?
Computer Anthropology “Today, | believe, all fifteen possible

“Our report had one figure. (...) Each Seienee links could be instantiated with respectable

line in the figure represented an area of Neusl research, and the eleven links we saw as existing

interdisciplinary inquiry that was well defined in 1978” In 1978 have been greatly strengthened” (Miller 2003)
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Research Questions

 What was the state of reasoning in cognitive

science in 19787

* Were all cognitive science disciplins involved?
* Which were central? Peripheral?
* What were the interdisciplinary links between

disciplins?

» Has the situation changed till then?

Preliminary Conclusions
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(citation-level) (ED)

1907-1978;:

* Y dominance

» FCP: mostly intradisciplinary,
save for extracognitive fields

1978-2014:

» CS dominance

» Raise FCP (W, W-N), ED (L)

Overall:

* Interdisciplinarity of reasoning
mostly extracognitive

* High FCP and Low ED
suggests skewed
interdisciplinarity distribution

Limits

* English-written publications
Restricted to WoS
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