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The Carpentries as Case Study

https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/rccpii-2018/


Questions During or After the Presentation?

Email: anelda@talarify.co.za

Twitter: @aneldavdw 

Etherpad: 
https://pad.carpentries.org/2018-11-19-BLS 

mailto:anelda@talarify.co.za
https://twitter.com/aneldavdw
https://pad.carpentries.org/2018-11-19-BLS


The Rural Campuses Connection Project
● Running since 2010
● Funded by DHET, managed by USAf, 

implemented by TENET
● Mostly hardware component to funding
● Smaller capacity development component
● Coming to completion in March 2019
● https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/rccpii-2018/ 

https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/rccpii-2018/


Theory of Change: RCCPII



The Carpentries

https://carpentries.org/ 

https://carpentries.org/


The Carpentries’ Reach and Impact

https://carpentries.org/files/assessment/TheCarpentries2018AnnualReport.pdf 

https://carpentries.org/files/assessment/TheCarpentries2018AnnualReport.pdf


(Unpublished data from The Carpentries’ Database)



The Carpentries and RCCPII
● Target audience:

○ IT staff, Librarians, Other T&L or Research or Admin support staff
○ Researchers, Lecturers, Postgraduate students

● Improve digital and computational literacy
● Teach about online resources and how to get help on the 

internet and from existing communities
● Teach about the benefit of developing communities of 

practice to support continuous learning
● Teach evidence-based practices for improving teaching





Learning To Teach Better



What Does All of This Have To Do With T&L?

“We collaboratively develop openly-available lessons 

and deliver these lessons 

using evidence-based teaching practices.”

~ From The Carpentries’ Annual Report 2018 ~

https://carpentries.org/files/assessment/TheCarpentries2018AnnualReport.pdf 

https://carpentries.org/files/assessment/TheCarpentries2018AnnualReport.pdf


Collaborative Lesson Development

Devenyei et al (2018) https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1005963 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1005963


What Does a Carpentry Lesson Look Like?

https://datacarpentry.org/spreadsheets-socialsci/ 

https://datacarpentry.org/spreadsheets-socialsci/


And What Happens in the Back?

https://github.com/datacarpentry/spreadsheets-socialsci 

https://github.com/datacarpentry/spreadsheets-socialsci


How Do Contributers Get Credit?

https://zenodo.org/record/570047#.W_K018szais 

https://zenodo.org/record/570047#.W_K018szais


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4245-8119 

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4245-8119


Support for Various Languages

https://swcarpentry-ja.github.io/git-novice/es/index/index.html 

https://swcarpentry-ja.github.io/git-novice/es/index/index.html


How Could This Benefit SA Universities?

https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/EnablingAcademy/ 

https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/EnablingAcademy/


https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/good-practice-guide-lecture-capturing/ 

https://tenet-rccpii.github.io/good-practice-guide-lecture-capturing/


Future of Collaborative Lesson Development for SA
● Identify some common and foundational lessons that can be developed that 

will be useful to a group of universities
● Find a collaborator who could contribute initial content and assist with layout 
● Develop one lesson and release to universities for testing 
● Improve the lesson
● Provide training for contributors
● Want to collaborate? Contact me!



Questions & Comments?

Thank you for your time!
Anelda van der Walt

anelda@talarify.co.za

@aneldavdw 

mailto:anelda@talarify.co.za
https://twitter.com/aneldavdw

