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ORCID’S VISION IS A WORLD WHERE ALL WHO

PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP, AND INNOVATION

ARE UNIQUELY IDENTIFIED AND CONNECTED TO THEIR  

CONTRIBUTIONS AND AFFILIATIONS ACROSS TIME,

DISCIPLINES, AND BORDERS.

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE OUR VISION A REALITY!



WHAT IS ORCID?

• Open, not-for-profit organization

➢run by & for the research community

• Provider of unique researcher identifiers: ORCID iDs

➢reliably & clearly connect researchers with contributions &  
affiliations

• Integration point for ORCID iDs

➢+500 systems integrated: grant applications, manuscript  
submission, CRIS, repositories, & more!



WHY ORCID?

• Solves the name ambiguity issue

• Connects researchers with their 
contributions & affiliations

• Provides open tools (API) to 
enable transparent & trustworthy 
connections between 
organizations & researchers

• Researcher control & consent



ORCID BY THE NUMBERS

https://orcid.org/statistics

• Italy
• Denmark
• Germany
• Portugal
• Belgium
• Netherlands
• UK
• Finland
• Sweden

• Norway
• United States
• Canada
• Brazil
• South Africa
• Taiwan
• Australia
• New Zealand
• Israel

Consortia in

932 members from 44 countries

+500 member integrations

+5 active researcher identifiers
million

+2 records withconnected
million information

+60 publishers signed open letter

+13 unique DOIs
million



THE ORCID API

API Features

Public API
Freely available to anyone

• Authenticate: Get a user’s authenticated ORCID iD

• Read (Public): Search/retrieve public data

Member API
ORCID member organizations

(Sandbox test environment freely 

available to anyone)

• Read (Limited): Search/retrieve limited-access data

• Add: Post new items to a record

• Update: Edit or delete items you previously added 

Premium Member API
Premium ORCID member 

organizations

• Webhooks: Receive notifications of updates

• Customised monthly reports (including email stats)

• Access to monthly public data file

ORCID offers several APIs that allow your systems to connect to the ORCID Registry 
to exchange data:

https://members.orcid.org/api/orcid-api-comparison

https://members.orcid.org/api/orcid-api-comparison


RELIABLE CONNECTIONS

• Control how your organization 
name is expressed in systems 
your researchers use

• Include unique organization 
identifier

• CONNECT authoritative affiliation 
information to researcher records

PHOTO: Linked by NAS Alan Levine CC0
https://flic.kr/p/VKfww6



PHOTO: Custom form elements.by Mårten Björk
CC BY 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/86cM6z



RESPECT RESEARCHER CONSENT & PRIVACY

• AUTHENTICATION is quick, 
easy & accurate

• Request & obtain permission 
to read / write to the ORCID 
record (trusted parties)

• Sign in + Authorize> ORCID API 
pushes the iD to your system

https://orcid.org/blog/2017/02/20/whats-so-special-about-signing

https://orcid.org/blog/2017/02/20/whats-so-special-about-signing


1. PLAN

• Which system(s) would you like to connect to ORCID? Where 
does ORCID fit within your existing systems & workflows?

• Are you already using any of the vendor systems that support 
ORCID?

• What information do you want to obtain from/add to your 
researchers’ records?

• What resources do you need? Who is the right people to 
involve?

• How to communicate your implementation?

IMPLEMENT ORCID IN 4 STEPS:

https://members.orcid.org/api/getting-started

http://members.orcid.org/api/orcid-enabled-systems
https://members.orcid.org/api/getting-started


2. BUILD

• Check our technical documentation
• Request Sandbox / Production credentials
• Decide how you will use the API and permissions needed
• Test & demonstrate your implementation

IMPLEMENT ORCID IN 4 STEPS:

https://members.orcid.org/api/getting-started

http://members.orcid.org/api
https://orcid.org/content/register-client-application-sandbox
https://orcid.org/content/register-client-application-production-trusted-party
https://members.orcid.org/api/oauth/orcid-scopes
https://members.orcid.org/api/getting-started#step7
https://members.orcid.org/api/getting-started


3. COMMUNICATE

• Outreach resources: members.orcid.org/outreach-resources
• ORCID Help: orcid.org/help
• Video tutorials

IMPLEMENT ORCID IN 4 STEPS:

members.orcid.org/outreach-resources
orcid.org/help
https://vimeo.com/album/4268215


4. LAUNCH
• Let everybody know! (Newsletter, social media, etc.)
• Obtain your Collect & Connect badges!

IMPLEMENT ORCID IN 4 STEPS:

https://members.orcid.org/api/getting-started#step10
https://orcid.org/content/collect-connect


Apollo, Cambridge’s Institutional 
Repository – ORCID integration

10.17863/CAM.31774

Dr Agustina Martínez-García
Repository Integrations Manager
Office of Scholarly Communication
am857@cam.ac.uk

‘Unlocking the power of ORCID integrations’, 

31st October 2018

https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.31774
mailto:am857@cam.ac.uk


Outline

▪ Overview of systems at Cambridge

▪ ORCID integration

▪ Benefits & Issues

▪ Next steps



Background: Apollo

https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk

▪ Apollo holds the 
University’s 
research outputs

▪ Available since 
2003

▪ Runs on the 
DSpace repository 
platform (open 
source)

https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/


Background: Symplectic Elements

https://elements.admin.cam.ac.uk

▪ Elements (v5.10)
▪ Internal system in 

use since 2010

▪ Linked data
▪ ~ 6K active users
▪ ~250K publications
▪ ~14K grants
▪ ~14K professional 

activities

https://elements.admin.cam.ac.uk/


Repository upgrade/integration projects

2017

▪ Submissions into 
Apollo via 
Elements

▪ ORCIDs in Apollo

Elements integration

2016
▪ Repository re-

launch - Apollo
▪ DOI minting

Apollo

2019
▪ Upgrade Elements 

integration
▪ Apollo upgrade 

(v6.x – v7.x)

Coming next …

https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.203


Soft integration 

Populating ORCID records with repository 
content via DataCite’s ’auto-update’ feature

▪ Why this approach?

▪ ORCID repository module limitations

▪ Using ORCID API v1

▪ No write to / read from ORCID registry

▪ Simply used to disambiguate author names using 
ORCID’s public API



Integration points

Apollo

Elements
▪ Read from ORCID via API v2
▪ Via Repository Tools 1 (RT1) 

connector
▪ Repository – CRIS metadata 

crosswalks

Elements  Repository

▪ DOI registration module
▪ Custom DataCite crosswalks

▪ Submit nameIdentifiers

Repository  DataCite



Populating ORCID iDs via DataCite

ApolloElements

Via the repository feed

1. Authors’ ORCIDs

nameIdentifiers sent to DataCite
i.e. ORCID information

2. DOI registration

Works pushed by DataCite

3. ORCID iDs



Some examples



Some examples



ORCID iDs in Apollo – some numbers

▪ Top 3 records

10.17863/CAM.25228 (444 ORCIDs)

10.17863/CAM.27831 (377 ORCIDs)

10.17863/CAM.17973 (110 ORCIDs)

https://doi/org/10.17863/CAM.25228
https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.27831
https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.17973


Benefits after integration 

For researchers
▪ ’One-stop shop’ – interact with a single system

▪ ‘Auto-claim’ publications via ORCID

Technical resources
▪ Soft integration

▪ Only custom metadata crosswalks required

Enhanced visibility of outputs in Apollo
▪ Richer publications metadata

▪ Populated ORCID records



Remaining challenges

▪ Duplicated entries in ORCID records
▪ Publisher DOI versus Repository DOI

▪ Potential fix for this: upgrade repository’s DataCite
crosswalks to correctly use ‘alternate identifiers’

▪ Non-intuitive, multi-step process for 
researchers
▪ Authorise their ORCID in the CRIS system (pull 

records)

▪ Authorise DataCite in ORCID iD (push records)



What we would like to see next

▪ Full integration in the CRIS system

▪ Easier process for granting rights

▪ Ability to assert researchers affiliation within the 
ORCID registry

▪ Write to / read from the ORCID registry



Thanks!



The ORCID integration at LMU Munich

Unlocking the power of ORCID integrations

Volker Schallehn
University Library of LMU Munich

31.10.2018



LMU Munich
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▪ Founded in 1472

▪ 18 Faculties

▪ > 50.000 Students

▪ 760 Professors

▪ 5.400 Academic staff members

Martin Kraft [CC-BY-SA-3.0]



University Library of LMU Munich
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▪ 4 Repositories (EPrints software)
o Open Access LMU (https://epub.ub.uni-muenchen.de/)

o Dissertations (https://edoc.ub.uni-muenchen.de/)

o Open Data LMU (https://data.ub.uni-muenchen.de/)

o Munich Personal RePEc Archive (https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/)



Open Access LMU
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▪ ~ 25.000 publications with fulltext
▪ 665 registered users from LMU Munich
▪ 600 academics from LMU Munich with ORCID iD
▪ 15 academics with ORCID iD also have an account at Open Access LMU



Status quo at completion of implementation

31.10.2018 33

LMU Academics
Academics with
ORCID iD

Academics with
account in 
Open Access LMU



Next stage I
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LMU Academics
Academics with
ORCID iD

Academics with
account in 
Open Access LMU



Next stage II

31.10.2018 35

LMU Academics
Academics with
ORCID iD

Academics with
account in 
Open Access LMU



Communication for ORCID iD @ LMU
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▪ Mailing to all academics with ORCID iD
o Advantages of having the publication list at „Open Access LMU“

▪ Mailing to all academics with Open-Access-LMU-Account, but with no ORCID iD
o Advantages of having an ORCID iD

▪ Mailing to all other academics at LMU Munich (faculty by faculty)



&
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▪ EPrints: http://www.eprints.org/

▪ Two ORCID Pugins for EPrints software

o 1) Designed by Peter West: https://github.com/eprintsug/orcidt2

o 2) Designed by EPrints Services:
▪ https://github.com/eprints/orcid_support
▪ https://github.com/eprints/orcid_support_advance

▪ Open Access LMU uses 2)

http://www.eprints.org/
https://github.com/eprintsug/orcidt2


@ Open Access LMU
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@ Open Access LMU
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@ Open Access LMU
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Ressources for ORCID @ LMU Munich
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▪ Conceptual design and technical implementation (5% of 1 FTE)

▪ Ongoing Communication and individual support (5% of 2 FTE)

▪ 7 months from getting the credentials of the sandbox account until finishing the 
technical implementation



Lessons learned
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1. You can expect the implementation to take longer than planned

2. Besides the technical implementation, communication is the most important 
point

3. You must ensure that the required personnel resources are available
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Volker Schallehn

University Library of LMU Munich

Departement of Electronic Publishing

+49-89-2180-2144

volker.schallehn@ub.uni-muenchen.de


