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What happened at Curtin University Library after we ran Library Carpentry? 
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Why Library Carpentry?

• Digital fluency/literacy

• Close the skill gaps

• We’re busy - Automate the 
boring tasks!
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We work in a data world, digital fluency and digital literacy are crucial to our clients, yet not many library staff have the skills to assist clients. 

We’re very busy - a lot of us are busy doing repetitive tasks that can be done by a computer much quickly and accurately. 

So a few of us ran a series of Library Carpentry workshops in 2017, they’re well attended.

After the workshops, staff feedback was that they want to continue to learn these skills and apply them to their day to day work.



Library Carpentry Library Hacky Hour
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So we borrowed the Software Carpentry and Hacky Hour concept, and started Library Hacky Hour, which happens every second Thursday at the Library Makerspace, from 12 to 1pm

Library Carpentry is about hands-on learning, and Library Hacky Hour is when people come together to ask questions, discuss a project/data problem, get help, or learn something together. 

The aim is to foster a peer to peer support network, and encourage staff to try something new for themselves in a supportive and safe environment.



Who’s invited? Endorsed by Library 
Management
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Before we started Library Hacky Hour, a paper was presented to library management so get their support. We – across the Library - agreed that this is important and Library staff knows that this program is supported by their managers. 

Who’s invited? Everyone from the Library as well as our colleagues and students from the Library school - because diversity is a good thing! The fact that we hold it in the Library Makerspace means that sometimes people who are hanging around in the Makerspace might join in as well, which is fantastic.



Lightning talks, data 
chats

• GitLab for project incubation and 
management

• Using OpenRefine to retrieve 
Unpaywall data

• Formatting documents using 
markdown

• Using Pandoc to export markdown files
• Automate formatting of publications 

list using Microsoft mail merge
• After-hour access card metadata 

analysis using R
• Makerspace research project data 

collection and organisation
• Fast.ai machine learning course
• And more….
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We also organise lightning talks every second Library Hacky Hour, which really draw in different people who have different interests who can’t come to every LHH.

Lightning talk topics range from using Microsoft mail merge creatively to automate a mundane task… to staff sharing their experience after attending a machine learning course. 




Possibilities are endless…
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Library Hacky Hour is still in its early days, its success relies on culture change. Some library staff still prefer to be taught things and learn passively. So it doesn’t work for everyone - and that’s OK.

We now have a core group of staff that attend Library Hacky Hour. Some of the discussions and experiments we had at Library Hacky Hour have influenced implementations of strategic projects. 

To make a difference to the wider library community, I think we should grow the community of practice beyond Curtin. So I’m keen to connect with others who’re doing similar things at their institutions to share experience and see if there’s opportunity to work together.



Make tomorrow better.

Thank you
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