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How can you help research to have an 
impact upon “the real world”?



1988 2018

How policymakers and researchers connect





Altmetrics are the traces of those discussions

○ Bookmarks

○ Tweet/posts

○ Comments

○ Policy citations

○ News mentions

○ Blog posts

○ And much more…

Evidence of 
engagement 
with any type 
of research 
product



A data science company that tracks when research is shared and 
discussed online

• By the numbers:
– 11.8M documents 
– 87.7M mentions

• 246,000 mentions 
in the past 1h

– 17 types of data sources

About 



A data science company that tracks when research is shared and 
discussed online

• Beyond the numbers:
– Who’s discussing research 

(mentioners and their 
demographics)

– What they are saying

About 



Altmetrics mostly measure attention.

Impact is usually found 

“beyond the numbers”...

...but numbers help you know 

where to look!



Which platforms are most effective?

How long does policy impact take?

What should you recommend to your 
researchers?



What we’ll cover today

★ Knowledge 
mobilization via public 
policy

★ What do we know 
about online 
engagement for work 
with policy impacts?

★ Evidence-backed 
recommendations for 
getting research into 
policy

★ Questions/Discussion



Knowledge mobilization 
in public policy



Researchers want “real world” impact.



How research influences public policy



How policymakers “utilize” 
knowledge

Landry, Lamari & Amara, 2003

http://doi.org/10.1111/1540-6210.00279


data used instrumentally

argument used strategically 

ideas that influence the policy climate and 
agenda-setting 

How research is cited in policy

Weiss in Haynes et al (2011)



What a policy cite looks like



Policy citations to research over time





“Less than 0.5% of the papers published in 
different subject categories are mentioned 
at least once in policy-related documents.”

General trends (Haunschild & Bornmann, 2017)



These trends change, depending upon the 
subject area:

“...1.2 % (n = 2341) out of 191,276 
publications on climate change...have at 
least one policy mention.” 

General trends (Bornmann, Haunschild & Marx, 2016)



Cited in one policy document

Most often journal articles

Time lag of 3 mo to 31 years

Subjects: medicine, dentistry, and health, 
social science and basic science

General trends (Tattersall & Carroll, 2018)



Common sources: journal articles, AU 
government reports, AU business info

57% Open Access

Majority of cited research < 5 years old

General trends (Vilkins & Grant, 2017)



Online engagement for 
policy-relevant research



A typical timeline of attention



Time to first policy citation:

1.7 years (high attention)

3.4 years (baseline)

Number of policy citations:

1.18 citations (high-attention)

1.09 citations (baseline)

“High attention” research gets cited 
more quickly and often in policy

Konkiel, 2016



Konkiel, 2016



News

Blogs

Wikipedia

Mendeley

Reddit

Youtube

Google+

Twitter

Facebook

Sina Weibo

Predicting policy citations 
(Kale, Siravuri, Alhoori, Papka, 2017)



Evidence-based 
recommendations for 

policy traction



It’s about 
insight



Especially in…

Peer review sites (Pubpeer)

Reddit (AMAs, etc)

Youtube

Twitter

1. Encourage online engagement



OA funds & monograph subventions

OA mandates

Help align incentives for OA work

2. Encourage Open Access



3. Encourage articles & industry pubs

CC BY-SA 3.0 Asemi / Wikipedia



Consultations with faculty

Grant engagement plans

Setting internal policies re: engagement

Promotion & tenure

Grant review criteria

Suggested pathways



Thank you!

stacy@altmetric.com
altmetric.com
@altmetric on Twitter
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For more information, check out this LSE Impact Blog post

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-016-2115-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-016-2237-2
https://arxiv.org/pdf/1706.04140.pdf
https://figshare.com/articles/Citation_lags_for_articles_referenced_in_public_policy_documents_an_exploratory_study/1609766
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1540-6210.00279
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frma.2017.00009/full
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/131287/1/Vilkins%20and%20Grant%20Types%20of%20Evidence%20Cited%202017.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027795361100089X?via%3Dihub
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2016/02/02/tracking-the-path-from-research-to-public-policy-on-the-social-web/

