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Peninsular Malaysia is home to at least 25 groups of indigenous people, 
collectively known as the Orang Asli (Lye 2001). Most of the Orang Asli still live in 
forested landscapes and have a close connection with nature. Thus, they often have 
complete sets of names for the plants and animals that they encounter (Skeat and Blagden 
1906, Harrison et al. 1955, Rambo 1979, Nicholas 2012). These vocabularies open the door 
to traditional knowledge that can be of interest to various fields of research including 
biologists and social-scientists. These lists of plant and animal names illustrate indigenous 
taxonomic systems and can help biologists to work with Orang Asli guides in identifying 
species. For this reason, Dentan (1970) appeals to biologists to collect the vernacular names 
of species they are studying. 
 The Temiar are a large and well-known group of the Orang Asli. They number 
around 24,900 (Benjamin 2012), and are found in forested landscapes in the states of Perak, 
Kelantan, and in part of northern Pahang (Fig. 1). The Temiar practise swidden farming 
supplemented by fishing, trapping and collecting of forest products such as rattan and 
agarwood.
 With the aim of preserving the traditional knowledge of the Orang Asli, we 
compiled a selection of local names of birds found in the territory of the Temiar (Table 1).
This included 61 names from existing sources (including Roseman (1991), Means (1998) 
and Benjamin (2014)), as well as 111 new names from interviews with around 15 respon-
dents from seven villages in Kelantan and Perak, making reference to Davison and 
Yeap (2010), Robson (2005) and Jeyarajasingam (2012). Our orthography 
follows Benjamin (2014). 

     

Malayan Nature Journal, Special Edition 2017 : 21-24

21

1School of Environmental and Geographical Sciences, The University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus, Jalan Broga, 
Semenyih 43500, Kajang, Selangor, Malaysia; 
2 Manchester Metropolitan University, United Kingdom; 
3Koperasi Orang Asli Kampung Semelor Gerik Berhad, RPS Air Banun, Hulu Perak, Malaysia.
*Corresponding author, e-mail: teckwyn@hotmail.com; phone: +60163619148



     REFERENCES

Benjamin, G. 1983. ‘Peninsular Malaysia’ and part of ‘Southern Mainland Southeast Asia’. 
 In Language Atlas of the Pacific Area, eds. S.A. Wurm and S. Hattôri, Part 2, Canberra:   
 Pacific Linguistics, Series C/67. 
Benjamin, G. 2012. The Aslian languages of Malaysia and Thailand: an assessment. In Language   
 Documentation and Description 11, eds. S. McGill and P. K. Austin. London: 
 School of Oriental and African Studies. pp. 136-230.
Benjamin, G. 2014. Temiar religion, 1964–2012: enchantment, disenchantment and 
 re-enchantment  in Malaysia’s uplands. Singapore: NUS Press.
Davison, G.W.H. and Yeap Chin Aik. 2010. A Naturalist’s Guide to the Birds of Malaysia. 
 John Beaufoy Publishing. 176 pp.
Dentan, R.K. 1970. An Appeal to Members of the Society. Malayan Nature Journal 23: 121-122.
Harrison, J.L., Lim Boo Liat, and Williams-Hunt, P.D.R. 1955. Aboriginal Names of Mammals. 
 The Malayan Historical Journal 2(1): 53-38.
Jeyarajasingam, A. 2012. A field guide to the birds of Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore (2nd ed.).  
 NY: Oxford University Press.
Means, N. 1998. Temiar-English, English-Temiar dictionary, ed. G.P. Means, with the assistance 
 of Temiar collaborators: Abuk Alang, Aleg Along, Angek Asoi, Ahud Duga, Kamaruddin,  
 Awin Pedik, and Halimah Yunus. St Paul MN: Hamline University Press. 
Nicholas, C. 2012. Protection of Indigenous Knowledge in Malaysia. Paper presented at the course   
 entitled "Traditional Knowledge: Way Forward”, Attorney-General’s Chambers, 6 November  
 2012, Putrajaya. Available at:<http://coac.org.my/main.php?section=articles&article_id=125>   
 [Accessed 1 June 2017].
Rambo, A.T. 1979. Human Ecology of the Orang Asli: A Review of Research on the Environmental   
 Relations of the Aborigines of Peninsular Malaysia. Federation Museums Journal 24: 41-74.
Robson, C. 2005. Birds of Southeast Asia. Princeton University Press. 304 pp.
Roseman, M. 1991. Healing Sounds from the Malaysian Rainforest: Temiar Music and Medicine.   
 University of California Press. 278 pp.
Skeat, W.W. and Blagden, C.O. 1906. Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula 2. London: Macmillan.

 

22

Figure 1. The approximate distribution of Northern Temiar and Southern Temiar dialects in 
relation to other language groups of the Peninsula prior to the arrival of the Malays (adapted from 
Benjamin 1983). 1-‘Low-Country Semang’; and 2-‘Sakai of Ulu Langat’ are both now extinct.
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ˀakul  Harpactes duvaucelii
ˀambood  Ketupa ketupu 
ˀambʉj  Argusianus argus
ˀatan  Gallus gallus (also ˀayam, manɔˀ)  
  (cf. denak)
ˀɛgˀag  Corvus spp., 
   Aplonis panayensis
ˀɛŋˀiŋ  Centropus sinensis
ˀɛsˀɛɛs    Alophoixus ochraceus 
    (B: ˀɛsˀããs)
ˀubaˀ  Acridotheres tristis (also kuba)
baliyɛk  Anorrhinus galeritus 
    (also malik)
baŋau  Order: Ciconiiformes 
barpɔl  Family: Phasianidae
bayan   Loriculus vernalis
bəənəg  Phaenicophaeus tristis
bəətɔl  Phaenicophaeus curvirostris
bəkooh  Family: Columbidae 
  (B: bɛrkɔg, bakɔh; M: behko)
bəlatɔɔk Family: Picidae (M: bêr-wal, 
      “a woodpecker”)
bəliŋkɛŋ  Gallinago stenura 
        (M: be-lîng-kêng, “snipe”)
bəraglag see: jəraglag
bərɛlkuul  Harpactes spp.
bəroduk  Family: Turdidae
bərwɛl   Treron spp. (B: bɛrwɛl)
bɛrlɛɛŋ  Loriculus galgulus
bərobɔh Pycnonotus brunneus
bɛtɔg   Phaenicophaeus sumatranus
biirig  Merops philippinus
biray  Copsychus saularis 
  (B: beraay;M: payeh; R:   
  bəraay; also ɲuk ˀaluy biray)
biyɔy   Eurylaimus ochromalus
cagu  Alcedo spp. (also cagɔˀ)
caŋwɔɔj Family: Tytonidae 
  (also caŋwɔɔy)
cekum   Lophura ignita
cəmog  Phaenicophaeus tristis
cəriyɛj  Orthotomus atrogularis 
   (also cɛp rɛp)
cɛhcad  Arachnothera spp. 
    (B: cehcɛh, cɛhcah)
cɛp  Class: Aves
cɛp rɛp  see: cəriyɛj
cɛrwar  Family: Eurylaimidae 
cɛw  Pteruthius flaviscapis
cicar  Pteruthius melanotis
cicor  Luscinia ruficeps
cintap   Copsychus malabaricus
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Table 1. Temiar bird names1 

ciyok   Passer spp.
ciyɔŋ  Gracula religiosa (S: niong)
cooŋ   Harpactes duvaucelii
coris  Ceyx rufidorsa
cucɔŋ  Phaenicophaeus javanicus
curɔɔw  Eurylaimus ochromalus
denak   Family: Phasianidae
dəkuug  Buceros vigil 
    (M: dekub, dekuy, dekuyu)
dɛduh   Centropus sinesis
dɛŋdoŋ  Ducula badia
dɛŋpadɛŋ  Luscinia ruficeps
duwag  Phaenicophaeus sumatranus
gagoob  Serilophus lunatus
gerɛɛs pəŋkul Myophonus caeruleus
gəralog  Pycnonotus finlaysoni
gəroyoj  P. melanicterus
həlaaŋ  Buceros rhinoceros (S: ngáng)
hənwããŋ B. bicornis
hɛˀhɔ   Cissa spp. 
hɛj  Family: Passeridae/ 
  Fringillidae,(cf. laŋkɛj)
hɛr  Pycnonotus squamatus
hohɛɛw  Rollulus rouloul
hohuy  Bubo spp.
holdɔk   Oriolus chinensis (R: huldɔk)
hɔɔŋ  Eupetes macrocerus (R: hooŋ)
jawiyɛr  Family: Apodidae/
  Hirundinidae (M: jauyer,  
   jaweer, yayer, yiyer, yoyer;  
   also layaŋ)
jəkoŋ   Ninox scutulata
jɛŋwɛr  Yuhina zantholeuca
jəraglag Prinia flaviventris 
    (also bəraglag)
kaampik Caloenas nicobarica, 
  Lophura erythophthalma 
    (B: pəgər)
kahããr  Anthracoceros albirostris
kahkuu  Aceros comatus (B: kakeh) 
keruduk  Pomatorhinus montanus 
    (B: huldɔk)
kədor  Sitta spp.
k. ˀəŋkuk S. azurea
kəlaŋ ˀala Dinopium javanense
kəmɛlwak  Dicrurus paradiseus
kərkɔr  Pycnonotus plumosus
kəwɔɔk  Argusianus argus (S: kuok)
kɛkog  Nyctyornis amictus 
   (also sɛŋog)
kikud  Cuculus saturatus
klaak  Generic term for birds of prey

 



k. bajaw Spizaetus alboniger
k. cɛpiyɛw S. nanus
k. kəlɛɛŋ Falco peregrinus
k. kərəhuy Spizaetus cirrhatus
k. kurukuu Spilornis cheela
k. səwaˀ Microhierax fringillarius
k. sɛmpəl Butastur indicus
kuaˀ  Amaurornis phoenicurus
kuba   Acridotheres tristis (also ˀubaˀ)
kucɔɔŋ  Phaenicophaeus javanicus
kuhkor  Rhipidura albicollis
laŋkɛj   Ficedula westermanni (also hɛj)
lawar  Peterochelidon spp. 
layaŋ  see: jawiyɛr
malik   see: baliyɛk
manɔˀ  see: ˀatan
maŋkeek Alophoixus spp. 
məwaaˀ Pavo muticus 
mɛɲut  Chalcophaps indica
ɲuk ˀaluy biray   see: biray
pahɔɔŋ  Melanoperdix niger
payɛh  Trichastoma bicolor
pədlaj   Irena puella 
   (also pətlayj, pɛtlaj)
pəlɛɛw  Minla cyanouroptera
pənɛcad  Arachnothera spp.
pərakak Halcyon spp. (M: bè-ra-kah)
pəroko  Garrulax spp. (also rukɔw)
poˀajɛl  Coracina javensis (also puyeel)
pohwɛh Tricholestes criniger
popooy  Lophura ignita 
puyuh  Sub-family: Perdicinae
raab  Aegithina viridissima 
rahrɛh  Celeus brachyurus
rempual  Ploceus philippinus 
rəs  Seicercus montis
rukɔw  Garrulax spp. (also pəroko)
sããy bayas Sitta frontalis 
sakoo  Oriolus xanthonotus
saŋˀɛd   Philentoma pyrhoptera
səmɛlwak  Dicrurus spp.
səmɛrluŋ Platysmurus leucopterus
sɛɲwɛɛɲ Super-family: Dicaeoidea 
   (also sɛnvɛn) 
sərawel  Heterophasia picaoides
sərid   Loriculus vernalis
sərtɛɛŋ  Rhizothera longirostris
sərawiyɛg Heterophasia picaoides
səwariyɛk Pericrocotus spp.
sɛlsɛɛl  Enicurus ruficapillus 
sɛmpoŋ  Chloropsis spp. 
   (also sɛŋhɔŋ and sɛŋlok)
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sɛŋog          Nyctyornis amictus (also kɛkog)
siyɛy  Aegithina tiphia
sohsɛɛw Lonchura punctulata
sorah  Gampsorhynchus rufulus
taˀɛj   Anthracoceros albirostris 
    (also taˀəəy) 
tabaar  Lanius tigrinus
tagut  Megalaima lineata
tahud  Aceros undulatus
tahwah  Picus spp.
t. rahrɛh P. mentalis
t. tahtoh P. miniaceus
tajar  Pycnonotus atriceps
tambɔj   Eurylaimidae spp.
tantas  Oriolus cruentus
taŋkəwɔɔj  Phodilus badius
   (M: tangkoi wôjh)
taŋkiig   Pericrocotus spp.
taptibaw  Family: Caprimulgidae 
   (M: tibau; also tɔgtɛbaw)
tayɛt  Motacilla cinerea
təkrɔɔ  Calyptomena viridis
təkukur Streptopelia chinensis 
   (M: kaku)
təntadeh Motacilla spp.
təraad  Psilopogon pyrolophus 
  (also təraah)
təray  Ploceus philippinus
tərək  Buceros rhinoceros
təwal  Megalaima franklinii
tɛgtɛg  Prionochilus maculatus
tɛŋtaaŋ  Dicrurus spp. (also teŋtɔɔk)
tɛŋtoŋ   Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchus
tɛraaj   Anthracoceros albirostris 
tɛrhɛr  Lonchura punctulata 
   (also tɛrhir)
tɛruud  Megalaima faiostricta
tiŋtaˀ  Myiomela leucura
tɔgtɛbaw see: taptibaw
togrɔh  Megalaima henricii
wɛdwaad Hypothymis azurea, 
   Oriolus chinensis, 
           Rhipidura albicollis
w. saŋˀɛd Terpsiphone paradisi
wɛgwoog Macropygia ruficeps
wɔɔy  Halcyon pileata
yaktəbaˀ Malacocincla malaccensis
yɛgˀiiŋ   Centropus sinesis
yɛhˀyud Calyptomena viridis

 1‘B’–Benjamin (2014); ‘M’–Means (1998); ‘R’–Roseman (1991); ‘S’–Skeat and Blagden (1906).
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