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Supplementary File 2: PRISMA Flow Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 publications were included 

 Two RCTs 

 Three prospective 
comparative studies 

 14 retrospective 
comparative studies 

 Two retrospective single-
arm studies 

360 excluded after full-text 
review for the following reasons 

 Narrative reviews 

 Sample size too small 

 Case reports 

 No outcomes of interest 

 Single-arm studies of MMS 
with no multivariate 
analysis 

 Irrelevant 

24,176 publications were 
excluded after title and abstract 
review for the following reasons 

 Case reports 

 Irrelevant 

 Abstracts of non-RCTs 

 Sample size too small 

 Reported on 
brachytherapy or adjuvant 
radiotherapy 

388 potentially relevant 

publications for full-text review 

7923 publications from primary 
literature search from MEDLINE & 

EMBASE 

16,641 publications from primary 
literature search from MEDLINE & 

EMBASE for radiation versus 
surgery question 


