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This document provides the definitions of the descriptors (= column headings) used in the Bivalve Global Growth Parameters datasets. We also list the reference source for each data point.





Descriptor categories| Summary of the descriptors used for Bivalve Growth Parameters Database

uniqueCode – unique record number
ReferenceNumber – citation source for data values
YearPub – year of source publication
Author – author of reference
Genus – Genus of bivalve
Species – Species of bivalve
SubClass – Subclass of bivalve
Family – family of bivalve
EcoCode – numeric value for ecoregion
Ecoregion – ecoregion
ProvCode – numeric value for province
Province – biogeographic province
RLMcode - numeric value for realm
Realm – biogeographic realm
LatitudeZone1 – biogeographic Latitude Zones (Polar zones identified as two separate zones)
Lat – latitude (decimal degrees, minus values are south of equator)
Long – Longitude (decimal degrees, minus values are West)
Smax - asymptotic length derived from the von Bertalanffy Growth equation
k– Growth constant derived from von Bertalanffy Growth equation
OGP – Overall Growth performance calculated from SMax and k
MeanRealmOGP – mean OGP within each biogeographic Realm
MeanProvOGP – mean OGP within each biogeographic Province
Temperature – Average bottom temperature derived from Ocean Data View in degrees centigrade
TempKelvins - Average bottom temperature in Kelvins
lnOGP – natural log of OGP values
1000T – 1000/temperature (kelvins)
POCflux – Particulate organic carbon flux to the seafloor (gC m-2 yr-1)
POCfluc_coast - Particulate organic carbon flux to the seafloor (gC m-2 yr-1) inc. nearest neighbour coastal values

[bookmark: _GoBack]
