Kickstart Your Literature Search
Connecting with your Librarian

STEP 1

Make a list of 10 keywords
eg: 'environment’
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Make a list of 5 key terms
eg: 'First Law'
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Make a list of 2 subject areas
eg: 'Water Justice'
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STEP 8

Gain student /staff access to
literature databases eg.
SCOPUS

Take careful note of your
search process; use
synonyms, wildcards,

truncation, quotation marks

Sort PDFs / docs. into folders
by year / authors (backup);
add documents to your
reference management
system eg.
Mendeley / Paperpile /
EndNote

STEP 4

Compare keywords, key terms
and subject areas

(a). Write a sentence using all
keywords;

(b). Write a paragraph (5
sentences) using the key
terms.

(c). Write a statement
combining what you see
emerging from the first
sentence (a). and the
paragraph (b).

STEP 5
Take your statement to your
Librarian and discuss

STEP 6
Search firstly for peer reviewed
articles; download / save PDFs
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STEP 7
Search for grey literature
articles; download / save PDFs
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