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... but my profiles are machine-readable.

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=5Re-qF8AAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=5Re-qF8AAAAJ
https://bit.ly/2XpZkGw
https://bit.ly/2XpZkGw
https://www.linkedin.com/in/niklaszimmer/?locale=en_US
https://www.linkedin.com/in/niklaszimmer/?locale=en_US
https://publons.com/researcher/E-9593-2016/
https://publons.com/researcher/E-9593-2016/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Niklas_Zimmer
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Niklas_Zimmer
https://twitter.com/NikasZimmer
https://twitter.com/NikasZimmer
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Niklas_Zimmer
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Niklas_Zimmer
https://hcommons.org/members/niklaszimmer/
https://hcommons.org/members/niklaszimmer/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Niklas_Zimmer
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Niklas_Zimmer
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/authors/Niklas_Zimmer/4472926
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/authors/Niklas_Zimmer/4472926
https://osf.io/rw8sq/
https://osf.io/rw8sq/
https://profiles.impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://profiles.impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-8078-0403
http://uct.academia.edu/NiklasZimmer
http://uct.academia.edu/NiklasZimmer


Overview

Wednesday, 25th September 2019

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/


1. A Profile with certain features

vs.

2. An Account without certain features

‘Profile’ vs. ‘Account’

Source: DLS website:  http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
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The heart of the issue, I’m pretty sure, is that those scholars already have communities that 

seem to be functioning pretty well for them, a ton of them on Facebook. And the problem is, 

as I noted in my original Academia-not-edu post, is the gravity that such existing groups 

exert, especially when, as with Facebook, everybody is already there. (Or so it often seems, at 

least. People who are not on Facebook might be quick to tell you how annoying it is when we 

assume that everyone can be reached that way.)

If it’s hard to convince individual scholars to change their ways of working and take up more 

equitable, open, and transparent systems, it’s all but impossible to convince groups of scholars 

to do so.

And yet: it’s time.

Part of the argument I made for abandoning Academia.edu in favor of non-profit, 

scholar-governed alternatives, alternatives that were not out to surveil or data-mine their 

users, was based on my assessment that “everything that’s wrong with Facebook is wrong 

with Academia.edu, at least just up under the surface, and so perhaps we should think twice 

before committing our professional lives to it.” The inverse is even more true: everything that’s 

wrong with Academia.edu is wrong with Facebook, and then some.

Source: Kathleen Fitzpatrick (Director of Digital Humanities at Michigan State University) Scholars, It’s Time to Take Control of Your Online Communities. Posted on February 28, 2019. Platypus The blog of the Humanities Commons team. (Online) Available: 
https://team.hcommons.org/2019/02/28/scholars-its-time-to-take-control-of-your-online-communities/ 

‘No human is an island’
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Selected academic online platforms / environments 
that allow you to create a user profile 
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Selected academic platforms online

order platform web address your email address comments

1. ORCiD https://orcid.org/ xxx@uct.ac.za NB: your UCT details 

2. ZivaHub https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/ xxx@uct.ac.za your UCT details (SAFIRE)

3. Publons (formerly ResearcherID) https://publons.com/  xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

4. Twitter https://twitter.com/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

5. GitHub https://github.com/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

6. LinkedIn (incl. Learning) https://www.linkedin.com/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

7. ImpactStory (https://our-research.org/projects) https://profiles.impactstory.org/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

8. Google Scholar https://scholar.google.com/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

9. ResearchGate https://www.researchgate.net/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

10. Open Science Framework (OSF) https://osf.io/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

11. Converis https://srvrhlcvd001.uct.ac.za/converis/portal/ xxx@uct.ac.za your UCT details (SSO)

12. Meta-Wiki (Wikimedia) https://meta.wikimedia.org/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

13. Wikidata https://www.wikidata.org/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password

14. Humanities Commons https://hcommons.org/ xxx@uct.ac.za not your UCT password
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Please make use of the 
pre-formatted spreadsheet: 

https://tinyurl.com/y4q9rx3w 
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https://orcid.org/about/what-is-orcid/mission 
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ORCiD

‘ORCID’s vision is a world where all who participate in research, 

scholarship, and innovation are uniquely identified and connected to their 

contributions across disciplines, borders, and time.

ORCID is part of the wider digital infrastructure needed for researchers to 

share information on a global scale. We enable transparent and 

trustworthy connections between researchers, their contributions, and 

affiliations by providing an identifier for individuals to use with their name 

as they engage in research, scholarship, and innovation activities.

ORCID is a not-for-profit organization, sustained by fees from our member 

organizations. Our work is open, transparent, and non-proprietary. We are 

guided by the principles of privacy and researcher control, and the vision 

of identifier-enabled research information infrastructure.‘

https://orcid.org/about/what-is-orcid/mission
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://support.orcid.org/hc/articles/360006897674
https://orcid.org/document/certificate-incorporationrevised-november-2015
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https://orcid.org/members
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8078-0403


https://orcid.org/   
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ORCiD
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https://www.re3data.org/repository/r3d100012633 
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ZivaHub | Open Data UCT

‘The University of Cape Town (UCT) uses Figshare for 

institutions for their data repository, which was launched in 

2017 and is called ZivaHub: Open Data UCT. ZivaHub serves 

principal investigators at the University of Cape Town who 

are in need of a repository to store and openly disseminate 

the data that support their published research findings. The 

repository service is provided in terms of the UCT Research 

Data Management Policy. It provides open access to 

supplementary research data files and links to their 

respective scholarly publications (e.g. theses, dissertations, 

papers et al) hosted on other platforms, such as OpenUCT.’ 
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https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/ 
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ZivaHub | Open Data UCT
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ZivaHub | Open Data UCT
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Navigate to ‘My profile,’ click on ORCiD and follow the steps. Should you require further, more detailed 

guidance, please make use of our ZivaHub quick guide: ‘Creating your User Profile’

https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/account/profile 
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ZivaHub <> ORCiD integration
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https://www.datacite.org/ 
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DataCite

‘DataCite is a non-profit that supports the 
research process through assigning 
persistent identifiers (DOIs) to research 
objects. It also provides outreach and 
community-building activities with a focus 
on improving data-citation practices. Lastly, 
DataCite provides a data-focused search 
function for researchers to actively find 
open datasets.’

https://www.datacite.org/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/authors/Niklas_Zimmer/4472926
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https://publons.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/12000009179-how-does-publons-work- 

Publons (formerly ResearcherID)

‘Publons collects information about peer reviews 
and builds public reviewer profiles for participating 
reviewers. A Publons profile shows a researcher’s 
verified review history across all journals, without 
breaking reviewer anonymity. With Publons you can 
also get credit for your work as handling editor as 
well, and  you can follow and score publications, 
endorse reviews, and get a verified peer review 
record to include in job and grant applications.’

https://publons.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/12000009179-how-does-publons-work-
https://publons.com/researcher/E-9593-2016/
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https://publons.freshdesk.com/solution/articles/12000022457-how-do-i-use-publons-to-keep-track-of-my-editorial-contributions-like-i-use-it-for-reviews-
https://publons.freshdesk.com/solution/articles/12000022372-how-do-i-add-and-follow-publications-
https://publons.freshdesk.com/solution/articles/12000022373-what-are-review-endorsements-
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https://publons.com/account/login/ 

... machine-readable profiles 

Publons (formerly ResearcherID)
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https://publons.com/researcher/2284248/niklas-c-zimmer/ 
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Publons (formerly ResearcherID)
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https://blog.twitter.com/official/en_us/a/2015/twitter-data-research.html 
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Twitter

‘We often say that Twitter data has unlimited value and near 

limitless application. Twitter data represents the largest 

archive of human behavior in existence, and what we can 

learn from it is virtually unlimited. We’ve seen how the 

Twitter Ecosystem is thriving through the creation of 

exceptional business products. Another area worth 

highlighting is the use of Twitter data in the field of research. 

We continue to be blown away about what people can learn 

using aggregated public Twitter data. [...]’

‘Twitter data for research: from understanding relationships to spotting 

the Aurora Borealis’ By:  @bbaker ; Thursday, 30 July 2015

https://blog.twitter.com/official/en_us/a/2015/twitter-data-research.html
https://twitter.com/NikasZimmer
https://twitter.com/NikasZimmer
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
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https://twitter.com/DigitalUct
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https://github.com/ 
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GitHub

‘GitHub is a massive, widely-used repository and 
workflow system that many developers use for 
collaborative software development. It is used for 
a huge range of collaborative software design, 
sharing pieces of specialised code (e.g. a model 
for a particular scientific process or analytical 
method). It has multiple layers of functionality, 
such as forking (copying code to a separate space, 
for working on a specific issue without making 
changes to the core data).’

https://github.com/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/


https://github.com/ 
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https://github.com/NiklasZimmer 
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https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/account/applications 

Navigate to ‘Applications,’ click on GitHub and follow the steps. Should you require further, more 

detailed guidance, please make use of our ZivaHub quick guide: ‘GitHub integration’
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GitHub <> ZivaHub integration
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LinkedIn

‘LinkedIn (/lɪŋktˈɪn/) is an American business and 

employment-oriented service that operates via websites and 

mobile apps. [...] it is mainly used for professional networking, 

including employers posting jobs and job seekers posting their 

CVs. [...] Since December 2016 it has been a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Microsoft. As of June 2019, LinkedIn had 630 million 

registered members in 200 countries. LinkedIn allows members 

(both workers and employers) to create profiles and 

"connections" to each other in an online social network which 

may represent real-world professional relationships. [...] LinkedIn 

participated in the EU's International Safe Harbor Privacy 

Principles.[8]’
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LinkedIn Learning
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ImpactStory 
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ImpactStory

‘ImpactStory is an open source, web-based tool that 

provides altmetrics to help researchers measure the 

impacts of their research outputs including journal 

articles, blog posts, datasets, and software.[2] It aims to 

change the focus of the scholarly reward system to 

value and encourage web-native scholarship. 

ImpactStory is a product of Our Research,[3] a nonprofit 

organisation funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
[4] and the National Science Foundation.[5]’

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ImpactStory
https://profiles.impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-8078-0403
https://profiles.impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-8078-0403
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Google Scholar

‘Google Scholar is a freely accessible web search engine that 

indexes the full text or metadata of scholarly literature across an 

array of publishing formats and disciplines. Released in beta in 

November 2004, the Google Scholar index includes most 

peer-reviewed online academic journals and books, conference 

papers, theses and dissertations, preprints, abstracts, technical 

reports, and other scholarly literature, including court opinions 

and patents.[1] [...] An earlier statistical estimate published in 

PLOS ONE using a Mark and recapture method estimated 

approximately 80–90% coverage of all articles published in 

English with an estimate of 100 million.[4]’ 
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ResearchGate

‘ResearchGate is a social networking site for scientists and researchers[3] to 

share papers, ask and answer questions, and find collaborators.[4] 

According to a 2014 study by Nature and a 2016 article in Times Higher 

Education, it is the largest academic social network in terms of active 

users,[5][6] although other services have more registered users, and a 

2015–2016 survey suggests that almost as many academics have Google 

Scholar profiles.[7] While reading articles does not require registration, 

people who wish to become site members need to have an email address 

at a recognized institution or to be manually confirmed as a published 

researcher in order to sign up for an account.[8] Members of the site each 

have a user profile and can upload research output including papers, data, 

chapters, negative results, patents, research proposals, methods, 

presentations, and software source code. Users may also follow the 

activities of other users and engage in discussions with them. Users are 

also able to block interactions with other [...] A study found that over half 

of the uploaded papers appear to infringe copyright, because the authors 

uploaded the publisher's version.[10]’
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Open Science Framework (OSF)

‘OSF is a free and open source project management 
tool that supports researchers throughout their entire 
project lifecycle. As a collaboration tool, OSF helps 
research teams work on projects privately or make 
the entire project publicly accessible for broad 
dissemination. As a workflow system, OSF enables 
connections to the many products researchers 
already use, streamlining their process and increasing 
efficiency. [...] OSF connects the valuable research 
tools you already use, so you can effectively share the 
story of your research project and eliminate data silos 
and information gaps. The OSF allows all of those 
tools to work together, removing barriers to 
collaboration and knowledge.’
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UCT Research Portal / eRA system (Converis)

‘CONVERIS is the most powerful tool available for 
research analytics and management of information on 
researchers, research activities and results. CONVERIS 
is a research management software system to manage 
funding opportunities, grant applications, ethical 
approval, research projects, publications, patent 
applications, post-graduate thesis submission etc. 
Specific dashboards can be generated for Researchers, 
Department Chairmen and Deans and Researcher 
profiles, Department profiles and College profiles can 
be created. Research profiles, activities and results can 
be made available over the web, through CVs and 
reports in CONVERIS.’
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Meta-Wiki (Wikimedia)

Meta Wiki (or Wikimedia Meta or 
simply Meta) is a wiki which holds 
information for all Wikimedia 
projects. Wikipedia has an interwiki 
link to Meta using m:. 
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Wikidata

Wikidata is a collaboratively edited knowledge base 

hosted by the Wikimedia Foundation. It is a common 

source of open data that Wikimedia projects such as 

Wikipedia can use,[5][6] and anyone else, under a public 

domain license. This is similar to the way Wikimedia 

Commons provides storage for media files and access 

to those files for all Wikimedia projects, and which are 

also freely available for reuse. Wikidata is powered by 

the software Wikibase.[7]
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Humanities Commons

Humanities Commons is a project of the office of scholarly 
communication at the Modern Language Association. Its 
development was generously funded by a grant from the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation. Humanities Commons is based on the 
open-source Commons-in-a-Box project of the City University of 
New York and the CUNY Graduate Center and is an expansion of 
the MLA's MLA Commons, which launched in January 2013. The 
founding partner societies of Humanities Commons are the 
Association for Jewish Studies; the Association for Slavic, East 
European, and Eurasian Studies; and the College Art Association. 
Each society has its own Commons hub.

Welcome to Humanities Commons, the network for people 
working in the humanities. Discover the latest open-access 
scholarship and teaching materials, make interdisciplinary 
connections, build a WordPress Web site, and increase the 
impact of your work by sharing it in the repository. Brought to 
you by the MLA.

https://hcommons.org/about/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
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Open data Safeguarded data Controlled data

Security 
requirement

Suitable for fully 
anonymised data or data 
with agreement to publish 
personal details

Partially anonymised data or 
data with agreement to 
publish personal details, and 
where owner wishes to track 
usage

Too detailed, confidential 
or sensitive to be 
downloaded

Level of access
Accessible without user 
registration 

Accessible to authenticated 
users

Accessible to 
authenticated users, 
using secure remote 
access or secure onsite 
room

Legal conditions

Under open licence, either 
Open Government Licence 
(OGL) for Crown Copyright 
data or Creative Commons 
for other data

Requiring an End User 
Licence and, where 
appropriate, special 
conditions agreed to, or data 
owner approval

Requires user 
accreditation and 
registration through 
training and approval by a 
data access committee

Source: UK Data Service: What you need to know to deliver a data set. Available:http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/deposit-data/how-to/regular-depositors/negotiate
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• BioLINCC – Clinical specimen database.

• Dataverse – Widely used open source repository system; Example: HARVARD Dataverse

• dataMED – prototype biomedical data search engine to discover data sets across data repositories or aggregators.

• Code Ocean – Cloud-based computational platform which provides a way to share, discover and run published code.

• ContentMine – Uses machines to liberate 100,000,000 facts from the scientific literature.

• DataBank – Analysis and visualisation tool that contains collections of time series data on a variety of topics.

• DataCite – Establish easier access to research data by providing persistent identifiers for data.

• Datahub – Publish or register datasets, create and manage groups and communities

• Dataverse Network – Harvard-based tool to share, cite, reuse and archive research data.

• Deveo – Free, private Git, Mercurial, and SVN repository management platform.

• Dryad – Data repository system for any files associated with any published article in the sciences or medicine.

• Figshare(.com) – Free cloud service for managing, sharing & publishing research data.

• GenBank – Gene sequence database provided by the National Center for Biotechnology Information.

• GitHub – Online software project hosting using the Git revision control system.

• How Can I Share It – Information and tools to ensure your articles can be shared with your colleagues easily.

• Open Science Framework – Open registration, version control & collaboration software system.

• Quip – Combines chat, documents, spreadsheets, checklist, and more to collaborate on any device.

• re3data – Global registry of research data repositories.

• Research Compendia – Tools for researchers to connect data, code & computational methods to published research.

• SlideShare – Community for sharing presentations and other professional content.

• Zenodo – A home for the long-tail of science, enabling researchers to share and preserve any research outputs.

• ZivaHub | Open Data UCT – UCT’s digital repository. 

directly UCT-relevant

Adapted from: Zimmer, Niklas; King, Thomas (2018): Data discovery and re-use. figshare. Presentation. https://doi.org/10.25375/uct.7358423.v1

A small overview of data catalogues, registries and repositories
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Sharing and Publishing with ZivaHub

9 Oct @ 10 AM

Doing Digital Scholarship

13 Nov @ 10 AM

Upcoming DLS workshops
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RDM at UCT (Slack)

UCT Open Science Framework (OSF)

Digital preservation

UCT DMPonline

OneDrive / Google Drive etc.

ZivaHub | Open Data UCT

‘RDM at UCT’ Slack workspace
Slack: ‘Searchable Log of All Conversation and Knowledge’

https://join.slack.com/t/rdm-at-uct/shared_invite/enQtMjQyNjM2ODUwNTE4LWQ5ZWVkZGE5MTlmNTJlYzZiM2QwYjkzNWYzYzQyMGQ5NzMyYjQxNTdlNDliYjA0MTU4MzcyZjEzYjcyNjIxY2M
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now also 
including 
UCT!
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