[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix 1. Complete list of specimens examined and bibliographical citations employed in the morphological comparisons.

The following species were employed in the morphological comparisons and phylogenetic analyses, on the basis of either actual specimens and/or published descriptions (extinct ones are indicated by a dagger):
· Agrionemys horsfieldii: Crumly (1984); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Aldabrachelys grandidieri: Loveridge & Williams (1957); Bour (1982, 1984).
· Aldabrachelys dussumieri: MNHNZ1886.755; MNHNZ1987.952; MNHNZ0.7278; Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982, 1984); Bour (1994); Gerlach & Canning (1998); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Astrochelys radiata: MNHNP1963.374; MNHNAC1874.519; MNHNACA5199; MNHNZT.T.53; Crumly (1982, 1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001).
· Astrochelys yniphora: Crumly (1982, 1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. 2003).
· Batagur baska: Gerlach (2001).
· Centrochelys sulcata: CRARC collections; MNHNAC1901.75; MNHNAC1974.68; MNHNP1974.122; MNHNP1890.4051; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982, 1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Cheirogaster bolivari†: Royo y Gómez (1935).
· Cheirogaster perpiniana†: Bourgat & Bour (1983).
· Cheirogaster schafferi†: Szalai (1931).
· Cheirogaster sp. (Thessaloniki)†: Arambourg & Piveteau (1929).
· Cheirogaster sp. nov. (Epanomi)†: Vlachos (2011).
· Chelonoidis carbonaria: MNHNP1865.07; MNHNP1890.896; Boulenger (1889); Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982, 1984); Bour (1984); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Chelonoidis chilensis: Boulenger (1889); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Chelonoidis denticulata: MNHNAC1986.419; Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982, 1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Chersina angulata: Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Gaffney (1979); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Cylindraspis bourbonica†: Gerlach (2001).
· Emys orbicularis: CRARC collections; MNHNP1884.2428; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Gaffney (1979); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Geochelone elegans: MNHNAC1991.499; Boulenger (1889); Smith (1931); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982, 1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Geochelone platynota: Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001). 
· Gopherus agassizii: Bramble (1971); Winokur & Legler (1975); Auffenberg (1976); Crumly (1984); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Gopherus berlandieri: Bramble (1971); Winokur & Legler (1975); Auffenberg (1976); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Gopherus flavomarginatus: Bramble (1971); Winokur & Legler (1975); Auffenberg (1976); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Gopherus polyphemus: Bramble (1971); Winokur & Legler (1975); Auffenberg (1976); Gaffney (1979); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003). 
· Heosemys grandis: Gerlach (2001).
· Hesperostestudo spp.†: Hay (1908); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Hesperotestudo bermudae†: Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Homopus areolatus: Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Gaffney (1979); Bour (1984); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Indotestudo elongata: MNHNP1875.629; Smith (1931); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Indotestudo forstenii: Smith (1931); Crumly (1982); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Kinixys belliana: MNHNP1920.148; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003). 
· Kinixys erosa: MNHNP1920.112; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003); 
· Kinixys homeana: Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Gaffney (1979); Crumly (1984); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Malacochersus tornieri: Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003). 
· Manouria emys: ICP collections; Crumly (1982, 1984); Bour (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003). 
· Manouria impressa: MNHNP REP63; MNHN Z1991.487; Crumly (1982, 1984); Takahashi et al. (2003). 
· Manouria oyamai†: Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Mauremys japonica: Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Mauremys leprosa: CRARC collections; Loveridge & Williams (1957).
· Mauremys mutica: Winokur & Legler (1975); Gaffney (1979); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Psammobates geometricus: MNHN ACA5205; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001).
· Psammobates tentorius: Loveridge & Williams (1957); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Pyxis arachnoides: Boulenger (1889); Winokur & Legler (1975); Gaffney (1979); Bour (1981, 1982, 1984); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Pyxis planicauda: Gerlach (2001).
· Stigmochelys pardalis: MNHN AC1886.451; MNHN Z1893.239; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1982, 1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003). 
· Testudo graeca: CRARC collections; Loveridge & Williams (1957); Winokur & Legler (1975); Crumly (1984); Meylan & Sterrer (2000); Gerlach (2001); Takahashi et al. (2003).
· Testudo hermanni: ICP47164; MNHN AC1986.74.
· Testudo kleinmanni: Gerlach (2001).
· Testudo marginata: Meylan & Sterrer (2000). 
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