
 
 
 
 

The growing global trend of open data policy 
Mark Hahnel, CEO 









Key results: 
 
• 64% of respondents revealed they made their data openly 

available in 2018, a 7% rise on 2016. 
 

• Data citations are motivating more respondents to make data 
openly available, increasing 7% from 2017 to 46%. 

 
• The percentage of respondents in support of national mandates 

for open data is higher at 63% than in 2017 (55%). 
 

• Respondents who revealed that they had reused open data in 
their research continues to shrink. In 2018, 48% said they had 
done this, whereas in 2017, 50% had done so, with 57% in 2016. 

 
• Most researchers felt that that they did not get sufficient credit 

for sharing data (58%), compared to 9% who felt they do. 
 

• Respondents having lost research data has decreased from 2017 
(36% versus 30% in 2018). https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.7195058.v1 

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.7195058.v1


The Numbers 





Funders with mandates 
have most impact 



Prestige institutions 
are leading the way 



Traditional publishers 
and life science 
journals most prolific 



Japan is 13th when it 
comes to data citations 



Papers from Japanese Universities linking to datasets on Figshare 



Papers from Japanese Universities linking to datasets on Figshare 



Why are researchers 
doing this? 







Support for open standards and de facto standards 



People 



Academics admit to 
uncertainty and gaps in 
their knowledge; they 
want to know more 
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Heenan, Adel; Williams, Ivor; Acoba, Tomoko; DesRochers, Annette; 
Kanemura, Troy; Kosaki, Randall; et al. (2017): NOAA Pacific RAMP fish SPC 
2010-2017 dataset. figshare. Dataset. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.c.3808039_D3.v1 

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.c.3808039_D3.v1
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