Scott,

pls find below a decision by teh SE:
Comments from the handling editor
It is my opinion that this ms be restructured as a standard research  
article, with Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion. I am  
unclear about the advantages of the current non-standard structure and  
approach to presenting the empirical research in this ms. The core of  
the ms is an empirical investigation of relationships between  
community and network properties. The periphery of the ms (and what is  
currently the majority of it) is discussion. My preference, and I  
think that of many readers of Oikos, will be for standard ms  
structures, when possible. The conclusions presented (lines 368-377)  
appear amenable to a standard structure.

I am unclear about why this should be a Forum type article -- this  
needs clearer specification.

The results presented in figure 3 are interesting, but are not  
thoroughly presented or discussed. Again, it is my opinion that this  
has the potential to be an interesting empirical paper, but is at  
present a cross between an empirical paper and an essay about linking  
(or not) community and network properties.

The collection of the network data and abundance data were not  
independent (lines 133-138). I see this as a major problem with the  
empirical work.

Four of the properties have some mathematical relatedness: species  
richness, number of links, links per species, and connectance. This  
deserves discussion. Related are the known issues regarding  
statistical analyses of relationships between connectance and species  
richness.

Species richness is usually considered a network type property as well  
as a community type property.

See Vermaat et al (2009) Ecology in addition to Dormann et al 2009.
v
