Semi-structured interview guide for physiotherapists

· Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed.

· The purpose of this interview is to explore your experience as a physiotherapist with fibromyalgia patients.

· Administering the informed consent form: You are reminded that our conversation will be treated in the strictest confidentiality, and you will not be identifiable in the report.

· Please answer my questions in your own words and feel free to share your thoughts. 

· Do you have any questions before we start?

Questions

a) Can you please tell me about your experience as a physiotherapist?

b) Please tell me about a typical work day at the clinic/pool.

c) Which patients are being treated here? How many of them are a diagnosed with fibromyalgia?

d) What do you think about fibromyalgia?

e) What are your thought about the way fibromyalgia patients are diagnosed?

f) What can help these patients?

g) In your opinion, what are the physicians’ intentions when they refer patients to physiotherapy?

h) Can you describe a treatment session?

i) What are the protocols for treating these patients?

j) Can you tell me about the patients? Does any particular patient come to your mind?

k) Can you compare these patients with others?

l) What do you consider to be a successful treatment? Do you generally achieve your goals?

m) What is the atmosphere during treatments? Can you describe your communication with the patients?

n) Can you describe your feelings towards the patients?

o) In your opinion, what do patients try to gain when they do physiotherapy? 

· Is there anything else that you wish to share?

· Thank you very much for participating in this study. You are welcome to reach me for further comments.
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