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Graphical abstract
Frequent fires create a “fire trap” for savannas saplings. We provide experimental evidence for two potential pathways through which large herbivores limit sapling escape from the fire trap: 1) post-fire meso-wildlife browsing of short (<1 m) resprouts and 2) elephant browsing of the largest size class of resprouts, which would otherwise be most likely to escape the fire trap.
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