Strategies for Accessing Research After Graduation
Accessing Open Access Articles: The phrase open access refers to research literature that is available on the web, free of charge to readers. Traditionally, peer-reviewed literature has been published in subscription-only journals, and subscription costs have sky-rocketed over the last three decades. However, some journals provide open access to their work and subsidize their costs in alternative ways. In addition, some authors continue to publish in subscription journals, but choose to deposit their manuscripts in repositories. 

You can access open access articles in multiple ways:
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· PubMed (https://pubmed.gov) is a search engine of articles in life sciences and biomedicine. Use the “Text Availability” filter on the left-side to view full text open access articles

· The OSU Libraries search (https://library.okstate.edu/) is free and available after graduation, and also allows you to filter to Open Access under the Availability menu on the left

· The Directory of Open Access Journals (https://doaj.org/) and the Directory of Open Access Books (https://www.doabooks.org) are directories of open access content in all subject areas

· Google Scholar: look for a [HTML] or [PDF] icon on the right side of the search results. You may have to click the “versions” link
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· Check repositories of free content such as the Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org/), the Open Library (https://openlibrary.org/), HathiTrust (https://www.hathitrust.org/), and Project Gutenberg (http://www.gutenberg.org/) 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Unpaywall: Download the Unpaywall browser extension for Chrome or Firefox at https://unpaywall.org/products/extension. When you view a research article, Unpaywall automatically looks for a copy in its index of 20 million free, legal full-text PDFs. If it finds one, you can click the green tab to read the article. The majority of scholarly journals permit authors to "self-archive" their papers on university and government web servers. Unpaywall helps users find these legally self-archived papers.

Visit an academic library: Most public universities provide public computer terminals that provide access to the research databases on campus. Generally, license agreements prevent us from giving off-campus access to these resources. You may request a Courtesy Card to check out books at the OSU Stillwater Library, and some other academic libraries also will provide programs for loaning their materials to non-students. 
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[image: ]Use your public library: If you are living in the state of Oklahoma, you have access to the Oklahoma Digital Prairie, sponsored by the Oklahoma Department of Libraries. This provides remote access to a variety of resources, including peer-reviewed journals, newspapers, and magazines. Many public libraries also provide interlibrary loan services, where they will deliver articles and books to you for a nominal charge or free. Use WorldCat (https://www.worldcat.org/) to see if a library near you has a book to loan.


Ask the author: Many authors are happy to share their research if you just ask. Look for their email on the publication page, the university page, Twitter, Academia.edu, ResearchGate, or ORCID (https://orcid.org/). The Open Access Button (https://openaccessbutton.org/) is a way to automate direct requests to authors.


Interested in learning more about Open Access?

[image: ]Read the Right to Research Coalition’s Problem & Solution page at http://www.righttoresearch.org/learn/problem. The Right to Research Coalition is a coalition of student organizations, including Oklahoma State’s Graduate & Professional Student Government Association, endorsing open access as the preferred model for scholarly communication. 

Further reading:

Open Access at OSU Libraries: https://info.library.okstate.edu/open-access 
OSU’s institutional repository of open access content: SHAREOK: https://shareok.org/

Piwowar, H. et al (2018). The state of OA: a large-scale analysis of the prevalence and impact of Open Access articles. PeerJ, 6, e4375. https://www.doi.org/10.7717/peerj.4375 

Suber, P. (2012). Open access. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press. https://archive.org/details/9780262517638OpenAccess

Tennant, J. P., et al. (2016). The academic, economic and societal impacts of Open Access: an evidence-based review. F1000Res, 5, 632. https://www.doi.org10.12688/f1000research.8460.3 
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