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Title of Project

The relationship between personal narrative and rehabilitation from drug misuse.


INFORMATION SHEET 

You are being invited to take part in a study about personal narrative and identity.  Before you decide to take part it is important that you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it me if you wish.  Please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.

What is the study about?

The research is part of a Doctorate thesis (PhD) and is to do with identity and personal stories. It is particularly looking at how identity and personal stories are  important in drug use and people who have had problems with drugs.

Why I have been approached?

You have been asked to participate because you have experienced drug use and may be able to provide valuable information to the research

Do I have to take part?

It is your decision whether or not you take part.  If you decide to take part you will be asked to sign a consent form, and you will be free to withdraw at any time without having to give a reason.
 
You can withdraw your information from the study up to three months after the interview, by contacting me. Three months following the interview will be the deadline for you to withdraw your information from the study. Should you wish to withdraw from the study, you must do it within this three month time frame. 

You can contact me to withdraw from the study using the email address provided below and quoting your unique ID number, which will be provided to you during the interview.


What will I need to do?

If you agree to take part in the research you will be asked to take part in an interview that will include providing some personal life event descriptions and filling in a couple of questionnaires. The information you provide will likely be significant events from your life. With this in mind, during the interview, please only provide information that you feel personally comfortable disclosing, as we do not want to cause you any stress or anxiety. 

The process will take around one hour and be conducted via Skype. I will be in my house when the interviews take place, and I will be audio-recording the interview. 


Will my identity be disclosed?

In terms of confidentiality, at the interview you will be given a unique identity number which will be used to identify your information following the interview.

The information you provide will be anonymised so that no information that could identify you, such as name or date of birth, will be published. Sections of the material you provide may be used to illustrate certain points in the written up work, but will not contain any personally identifiable information. 

I must inform you, however, that if you report current possession of illegal drugs, or that you are going to get illegal drugs, I will have to report this to the police. Also, if you report a current or proposed other illegal activity, I will have to report this to the police. If you do report this information, also the interview will be discontinued. Additionally, if I have reason to believe that you are going to harm yourself or anyone else, I will have to report it to the police.


What will happen to the information?

All information collected from you during this research will be kept secure and any identifying material, such as names, will be removed in order to ensure anonymity. It is anticipated that the research may, at some point, be published in a journal or report, as mentioned above.  However, to reiterate, should this happen, your anonymity will be ensured, although it may be necessary to use your words in the presentation of the findings and your permission for this is included in the consent form.
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Who can I contact for further information?

If you require any further information about the research, please contact me on:


Name David Rowlands
E-mail David.Rowlands@hud.ac.uk
Telephone 07772942681
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