
Community: Date: Interview Number: 
 

Information to be read to respondent:  

Your answers will not be released to anyone and will remain anonymous. Your name will not be written on the 
questionnaire or be kept in any other records. Your participation is voluntary and you may choose to stop the 
interview at any time or choose not to respond to certain questions.  

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Livelihoods Assessment in communities near Protected Areas - 

Household Questionnaire 
(Comments in italics are notes for the interviewer, not necessarily to be asked to the person you are interviewing) 

 

 

Questions on swamp (as protected area) and natural resource use 

1. In which way is the swamp of interest to you? (free text, write what respondent says) 

This is an easy question to start the conversation. The response can be used to complete question 6 as a coded response, 
therefore avoiding having to ask that similar question again). 

 

 

2. Does any member of your household work in the protected area or in ecotourism as: 

(if more members of the household have such employment, note them all and make a sum of their days of work) 

 Tour guide (1)                 Conservation (patrol) (2)                 Reforestation project (Forestry Division/EMA) (3) 

 Hotel employee (4)        Environmental organization (5)     Other employment in protected area: ____________ (6) 

 

And how many days of work per month:______________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you have access to land for gardening / agriculture?  

 Yes, Private (1)      Yes, Rented (2)        Yes, Squatting (3)            Yes, State agricultural land (4)              No (5)       

 

4. Do people in your household use the swamp in any way? If so, for what?  

These can be practical uses, for example hunting, fishing, catching crabs, collecting certain plants; or can be for 

gardening, for hiking, for enjoyment, for employment…..You may need to help the person think about certain uses. Write 

as many uses as the person mentions, but maximum four. If someone works in the protected area, make sure it is listed 

here. For each use ask the gender of the user, how frequently this is practiced, and when last, where it takes place (to 

know whether it is inside or outside the protected area), whether it is for personal use or provides income and if so, 

where it is marketed, and whether the use can be quantified (amount collected or prices for which sold). 

 



Use 1 Use 2 Use 3 Use 4 

    

Gender of user 
 Male (1)        Female (2) 

Gender of user 
 Male (1)        Female (2) 

Gender of user 
 Male (1)        Female (2) 

Gender of user 
 Male (1)        Female (2) 

Frequency:     Daily (1) 
 2-3 times/week (2) 
 Weekly (3)    Monthly (4)      
 Occasionally (5) 

Frequency:     Daily (1) 
 2-3 times/week (2) 
 Weekly (3)    Monthly (4)      
 Occasionally (5) 

Frequency:     Daily (1) 
 2-3 times/week (2) 
 Weekly (3)    Monthly (4)      
 Occasionally (5) 

Frequency:     Daily (1) 
 2-3 times/week (2) 
 Weekly (3)    Monthly (4)      
 Occasionally (5) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)       This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)  Longer (4) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)       This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)  Longer (4) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)       This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)  Longer (4) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)       This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)  Longer (4) 

Place/area: Place/area: Place/area: Place/area: 

 Personal use (1)  Selling 
(2)  Both (3) 

 Personal use (1)  Selling 
(2)  Both (3) 

 Personal use (1)  Selling 
(2)  Both (3) 

 Personal use (1)  Selling 
(2)  Both (3) 

Marketed at: 
 Roadside (1)   In village (2)      
 Vendor (3)      Market (4) 

Marketed at: 
 Roadside (1)   In village (2)      
 Vendor (3)      Market (4) 

Marketed at: 
 Roadside (1)   In village (2)      
 Vendor (3)      Market (4) 

Marketed at: 
 Roadside (1)   In village (2)      
 Vendor (3)      Market (4) 

Quantity: 
 

Quantity: 
 

Quantity: 
 

Quantity: 
 

5. Do you use or consume products from the swamp that you do not collect yourself (for example 

things that you buy or are given) 

Product1 Product2 Product3 

   

Frequency:           Daily (1) 

 2-3 times/week (2)       Weekly (3)  

 Monthly (4)       Occasionally (5) 

Frequency:           Daily (1) 

 2-3 times/week (2)       Weekly (3)  

 Monthly (4)       Occasionally (5) 

Frequency:           Daily (1) 

 2-3 times/week (2)       Weekly (3)  

 Monthly (4)       Occasionally (5) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)                This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)    Longer ago (4) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)                This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)    Longer ago (4) 

Last time was: 
 Today (1)                This week (2) 
 Month ago (3)    Longer ago (4) 

How you get it         Given to me (1)  
 I buy it (2)                  Both (3) 

How you get it         Given to me (1)  
 I buy it (2)                  Both (3) 

How you get it         Given to me (1)  
 I buy it (2)                  Both (3) 

 

6. What are the most important uses or functions of the swamp to you? (do not read out the uses and 

functions listed below; let the respondent speak freely and tick what they mention; tick maximum three) 

 Habitat for wildlife (1)      Protecting watershed (2)              Income and employment (3)      Hunting (4)                            

 Recreation (5)                    Practical uses and survival (6)     Tourism (7)                                     Food (8) 

 Environmental function (9) (protect coastline, brings rain, windbreak, ensures cool air, …)      Other: ___________ (10) 

7. How much does your household benefit from the natural resources of the swamp for making your 

day-to-day living (for subsistence and income)?   (Mark on the scale of 1 to 5) 

 No benefit at all (1)  Some benefit (2)  Average level of benefit (3)  Much benefit (4)  Depend 100% on resources (5) 

8. Would your livelihood be affected (worse) if removing or taking out natural resources from the 

swamp would not be allowed                 Yes (1)       No (0) 



Community: Date: Interview Number: 
 

Questions on environmental activities and livelihoods 

9. Which environmental concerns do you have about the local environment, the protected swamp and 
its natural resources? (free text, write what respondent says) 

 

 

10. Do you feel represented by local environmental CBOs in the area to help you with these concerns? 

(Mark on the scale of 1 to 5; leave blank if no environmental CBO exists in the area) 

 Not at all (1)  A bit (2)  Partial  (3)  Fairly (4)  Yes, fully (5) 

11. Can members of your household participate in paid-for activities with local environmental CBOs? 

(give a score of 1 to 5; leave blank if no environmental CBO exists in the area) 

 Not at all (1)  A bit (2)  Partial  (3)  Fairly (4)  Yes, easily (5) 

12. Are males and females exposed to similar employment opportunities in the protected area?   

  Yes (1)      No (0) 

Question on livelihoods opportunities 

13. How do YOU want to improve your livelihood and well-being ? (free text, write what respondent says, 
probe about ideas related to natural resources and the protected area) 

Personal Information (respondent) 

Level of education    Primary (1) 
 Secondary (2)            Tertiary (3) 

Age group  
 <15 (1)    15-25 (2)    25-35 (3)    35-45 (4)    45-55 (5)    55-65 (6)    >65 (7) 

Gender:  Male (1)  Female (2) Number of years living here: Place of birth: 
 Here (1)  Elsewhere (2) 

Number of adults in household: Number of children in household: Number of people in household in 
regular employment: 

Main sources of income for the household, list up to 5 sources in order of importance (this can be employment, selling 
produce, selling items, ... 
 
 1. _________________ 2. _________________ 3. _________________ 4. _________________ 5. ________________ 
 

House ownership 
 Private (1)  Rented (2)    Squatting (3) 

 
Land ownership 
 Private (1)     Rented (2)     Squatting (3)    State agricultural land (4) 

Are there agencies in the areas that will lend 
you money when you need it? 
 Formal (1)  Informal (2)  No (3) 

 Formal and informal (4) 

THANK YOU 


