Livelihood assessment for communities surrounding Protected Areas in Trinidad and Tobago

Questions for interviews with community-based organisations (CBOs) and/or Non-Governmental Organisations that actively work in the Protected Area in conservation activities, ecotourism or that provide local employment.

The aim of these interviews is to find out (descriptive) information about:
· funding streams and their sustainability for local conservation activities and employment 
· ecotourism visitor numbers and trends
· local employment in the protected area, in ecotourism, tour guiding, reforestation programmes, etc.
· training and capacity building of staff and wider communities 
· governance and decision-making of the protected area 

and to be able to determine the following livelihood assets indicators:
· whether training provision exists in the community for activities related to PA or ecotourism
· number of visitors to the PA
· whether the PA is supported by a CBO and how (which activities)
· whether tourism expenditure in the PA is hogh/low
· whether a share of tourism revenue goes to the community (e.g. through employment)
· how many people in the community are employed in the PA
· whether patrolling takes place in the PA to monitor resource use (e.g. hunting, logging, fishing,….)
· whether CBOs are involved in planning and managing the PA 
· whether CBOs are involved in decisions on expenditure in the PA

Funding:
· Sources of income:
· External, e.g. Forestry Division, Turtle Village Trust, EMA, Green Fund,….
· Visitors, who pay the CBO for entrance permits, tour, crafts, ….
· Sustainability / vulnerability of each funding source (so ask about funding for last 5 years and expected funding in coming years)
· Seasonality of each funding source
· % funding from different sources (estimate or accurate)
· Does external funding come with conditions, e.g. on how the CBO should spend it
· Does the CBO/NGO have a say in how external funding is used in the protected area?
· Can funding from visitors sustain conservation activities?
Employment:
· Employment level in different activities: patrol, tour guiding, reforestation, craft,… (number of people employed and whether they are from local community or not)
· Trends over time
· Sustainability
· Seasonality
Activities:
· Different conservation activities the CBO carries out in the protected area 
· Have there been changes in strategies in past? And why?
Capacity building / training in activities related to the protected area and/or ecotourism:
· Staff of the CBO
· People of the wider community / communities
· Other local organisations
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Registered tour guides
Governance of protected areas:
· Do they have a say in planning and managing protected areas (with Forestry Division)?
· Do they have a say in determining expenditure from PA activities (beach permits, reforestation programme)?
· Do they have a say in expenditure of government funding in PA activities?
Community:
· Which other socio-cultural organisations exist in the community?
Future plans / wishes:
· What would they like to improve
· Own activities
· Collaboration with government
· Their wishes for future




	
