Supplementary File 2
Physicians Questionnaire

In such a situation, will you be willing to waive the confidentiality given to you under the Market Research codes of conduct specifically in relation to that adverse event? Everything else you say during the course of the survey will continue to remain confidential, and you will still have the option to remain anonymous if you so wish.
1. Yes 
2. No 
QC2. Are you happy to participate to the survey on this basis?
1. Yes
2. No
Thank you for agreeing to take part in this study. When answering the questionnaire, please bear in mind that there are no right or wrong answers. They will simply be added to those obtained from other respondents in order to give an overall picture of the practice in your country.
Your valuable opinions are highly appreciated.
Before proceeding with the survey, please answer a few short questions to see if this questionnaire is relevant to you.

SECTION 1: Screener

S1. What is your primary specialty?
	1
	Gastroenterologist
	

	2
	Other
	




S1a. Are you an Inflammatory Bowel Disease lead clinician? [UK ONLY]
	1
	Yes 
	

	2
	No
	




S2. Please indicate what percentage of your professional time you currently spend in the following settings?
Please indicate a percentage for each setting where you currently work.
	1
	Hospital-based setting
	| ____ | ____| % [range 0 – 100%]


	2
	Office-based setting
	| ____ | ____| % [range 0 – 100%]



	
	
	Germany
	France
	Spain
	UK

	1
	Hospital-based physician
	
	
	
	

	2
	Office-based physician
	
	
	
	

	3
	Mixed office/hospital based
	
	
	
	




S3. What proportion of your time is spent in direct patient care (treating patients), as opposed to conducting research and non-clinical activities such as teaching?
	_________ % of your time treating patients 
	




S4. How many years have you been in active clinical practice in your specialty?
	/ ____ / ____ / years in active clinical practice 
	


S5. Of all your adult Ulcerative Colitis patients seen in the previous month, please specify the number:
	A
	____ # of mild Ulcerative Colitis patients  
	

	B
	____ # of moderate Ulcerative Colitis patients  
	· 

	C
	____ # of severe Ulcerative Colitis patients 
	





S6. Of those [INSERT S5a] _____________ mild Ulcerative Colitis adult patients seen in the previous month, please specify the number:

	a
	____ # of mild patients treated  with an oral 5-ASA treatment (as a monotherapy or in combination with another treatment) 

	b
	____ # of mild patients not treated  with an oral 5-ASA treatment alone or in combination 





S7. Of those [INSERT S5B] _____________ moderate Ulcerative Colitis adult patients seen in the previous month, please specify the number:

	a
	____ # of moderate patients treated  with an oral 5-ASA treatment (as a monotherapy or in combination with another treatment) 

	b
	____ # of moderate patients not treated  with an oral 5-ASA treatment alone or in combination 




For the following questions, please think of your SUM [S6A+S7A] mild-to-moderate Ulcerative Colitis adult patients who are treated with an oral 5-ASA.
S8. How many of your SUM [S6A+S7A] _____________ mild-to-moderate Ulcerative Colitis adult patients who are treated with an oral 5-ASA treatment 
	a
	____currently receive an oral 5-ASA to treat a flare as an induction treatment 

	b
	____ are on maintenance after being treated with an oral 5-ASA 




S9. Please think of your [INSERT S8A] _____________ mild-to-moderate patients seen in the previous month who are currently receiving induction treatment for a flare with an oral 5-ASA. Among these, please specify: 
· The number of patients who started their first 5-ASA in the last month
· The number of patients who have previously been treated with 5-ASA more than 1 month ago 
Please make sure the numbers you will provide add up to the total number of patients currently receiving an induction oral 5-ASA treatment for a flare.

	a
	___# of patients who started their first 5-ASA in the last month 

	b
	___# of patients who have previously been treated with 5-ASA more than 1 month ago 




SECTION 2: Main questionnaire
In the next questions, when we talk about ulcerative colitis patients, only consider your ulcerative colitis patients treated with an oral 5-ASA treatment (as a monotherapy or in combination with another treatment)

Q1. Thinking about all of your ulcerative colitis patients treated with a 5-ASA with a daily dose above 1500mg per day, what type of treatment do you prefer to prescribe?
1. Tablets
2. Granules
3. None of these


Q1a. If you had to choose one option, what type of treatment would you prefer to prescribe to your UC patients?
1. Tablets
2. Granules


Q2. Why do you prefer [RESPONSE FROM Q1 OR Q1a]? 
Please rank these from the most important to the least important for your preference.

1. This treatment works better in a large range of patients
2. Patients find it easier to manage
3. Patients tend to have better relief of symptoms
4. The side effects profile is better
5. Patients prefer this formulation
6. This option is more flexible for patients
7. It is a more discrete option for patients
8. Patients tend to find this the most convenient formulation
9. This treatment allows patients to regulate their intake of 5-ASA to their needs throughout the day 
10. This formulation is produced by a specific manufacturer that I prefer
11. This formulation is available from the brand that I prefer
12. Patients tend to be more adherent on this formulation
13. This formulation is better suited to most patients’ diet regimes
14. This formulation is better suited to most patients’ lifestyles


Q3. Thinking of each of the following patient types who are treated with 5-ASA with a daily dose above 1500 mg per day, which treatment type do you prefer to prescribe?
Please select one for each patient type.

	
	Tablets
	Granules
	None of these

	Male
	
	
	

	Female
	
	
	

	18 – 35 years old
	
	
	

	36 – 60 years old
	
	
	

	61 years and older
	
	
	

	Adherent
	
	
	

	Non adherent
	
	
	

	Has difficulty swallowing
	
	
	

	Does not have difficulty swallowing
	
	
	

	Patients who are treated with their first 5-ASA
	
	
	

	Patients who have been treated with at least one 5-ASA prior to their current treatment
	
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 0 other medications per day
	
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 1-2 tablets per day
	
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 3 or more tablets per day
	
	
	

	Patient is having a flare
	
	
	

	Patient is in remission and on maintenance treatment
	
	
	




Q3a. Thinking of each of the following patient types who are treated with 5-ASA with a daily dose above 1500 mg per day, if you had to choose one treatment type; which treatment type would you prefer to prescribe?
Please select one for each patient type.
	
	Tablets
	Granules

	Male
	
	

	Female
	
	

	18 – 35 years old
	
	

	36 – 60 years old
	
	

	61 years and older
	
	

	Adherent
	
	

	Non adherent
	
	

	Has difficulty swallowing
	
	

	Does not have difficulty swallowing
	
	

	Patients who are treated with their first 5-ASA
	
	

	Patients who have been treated with at least one 5-ASA prior to their current treatment
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 0 other medications per day
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 1-2 tablets per day
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 3 or more tablets per day
	
	

	Patient is having a flare
	
	

	Patient is in remission and on maintenance treatment
	
	



Q4. When thinking about your patients treated with a tablet 5-ASA with a daily dose above 1500mg per day, please rank the following attributes (assuming efficacy and tolerability is equal), where 1 is the most important for selecting a medication and 3 is the least important.
RANKING FROM 1 TO 3

	Number of administrations per day
	Number of tablets per day
	Tablet size

	_#
	_#
	_#



Q5. You mentioned that you prefer tablets for each of the following patient types, which of the following do you prefer for each patient type treated with a 5-ASA with a daily dose above 1500mg per day? Please select the most important one for each patient type.

	[ONLY SHOW PATIENT TYPES WHERE TABLET WAS SELECTED IN Q3.]
	Fewer administrations per day
	Fewer tablets per day
	Smaller tablet size

	Male
	
	
	

	Female
	
	
	

	18 – 35 years old
	
	
	

	36 – 60 years old
	
	
	

	61 years and older
	
	
	

	Adherent
	
	
	

	Non adherent
	
	
	

	Has difficulty swallowing
	
	
	

	Does not have difficulty swallowing
	
	
	

	Patients who are treated with their first 5-ASA
	
	
	

	Patients who have been treated with at least one 5-ASA prior to their current treatment
	
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 0 other medications per day
	
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 1-2 tablets per day
	
	
	

	Not including their 5-ASA, patient is taking 3 or more tablets per day
	
	
	

	Patient is having a flare
	
	
	

	Patient is remission and on maintenance treatment
	
	
	




Q6. Thinking about all of your ulcerative colitis patients treated with a 5-ASA with a daily dose over 1500mg per day, please estimate the percent of your patients that prefers each type of treatment? 

	1
	Tablets
	___%

	2
	Granules
	___%

	3
	No preference
	___%

	
	Total
	




Q6a. Why do you think your patients prefer granules over tablets?
Please select up to three of the most important reasons you believe underlie your patients’ preference 

	1
	Granules are easy to swallow

	2
	Granules taste fine

	3
	They have a gagging feeling when they take tablets

	4
	The tablets get stuck in their throat

	5
	The tablets get stuck on their tongue/in their mouth

	6
	Tablets are quite large

	7
	Taking the tablets makes them cough

	8
	The tablets are very small, difficult to see or handle

	9
	It takes a long time to swallow each tablet

	10
	They have to drink a lot while trying to swallow the tablet

	11
	The tablets often fall out of the packaging and risk being lost

	12
	They have a feeling of pressure or lump in the throat when swallowing a tablet




Q6b. Why do you think your patients prefer tablets over granules? Please select up to three of the most important reasons you believe underlie your patients’ preference.
	1
	Tablets are easy to swallow

	2
	The tablets taste fine

	3
	They have a gagging feeling when they take granules

	4
	Having to take granules during meals is a hassle

	5
	Granules taste unpleasant

	6
	Granules get stuck in their teeth

	7
	Granules get stuck in their gums

	8
	They have to drink lots of water for the granules to all go down

	9
	Opening a sachet in front of other people makes them feel awkward/uncomfortable

	10
	The sachet is not always easy to open

	11
	They sometimes bite the granules left in their mouth

	12
	They lose some granules when they open the sachet

	13
	They do not like the texture of the granules




Q7a. What percentage of your patients treated with 5-ASA tablets do you believe completely agrees with the following statements regarding their current 5-ASA tablets?
	1
	Tablets are easy to swallow
	%

	2
	The tablets taste fine
	%

	3
	They wish they could take fewer each day
	% 

	4
	They have a gagging feeling when they take them
	%

	5
	They get stuck in their throat
	% 

	6
	They get stuck on their tongue/in their mouth
	% 

	7
	They are quite large
	%

	8
	Taking the tablets makes them cough
	% 

	9
	They feel uncomfortable taking tablets in public
	% 

	10
	The tablets are very small, difficult to see or handle
	% 

	11
	It takes a long time to swallow each tablet
	% 

	12
	They have to drink a lot while trying to swallow the tablet
	% 

	13
	They often fall out of the packaging and risk being lost
	% 

	14
	They have a feeling of pressure or lump in the throat when swallowing a tablet
	% 

	15
	They wish they could take fewer at a time
	% 




Q7b. What percentage of your patients treated with 5-ASA granules do you believe completely agrees with the following statements regarding their current 5-ASA granules?
	1
	Having to take them during meals is a hassle
	%

	2
	Granules taste unpleasant
	%

	3
	Granules get stuck in their teeth
	% 

	4
	Granules get stuck in their gums
	% 

	5
	You have to drink lots of water for them to all go down
	% 

	6
	Opening a sachet in front of other people makes me feel awkward/uncomfortable
	%

	7
	The sachet is not always easy to open
	% 

	8
	Patients who wear braces say they get stuck in their braces.
	%

	9
	They sometimes bite the granules left in their mouth
	%

	10
	They lose some granules when they open the sachet
	%

	11
	They do not like the texture of the granules
	% 



Q8. What proportion of your patients do you consider to be each of the following?
	Adherent with treatment regimen (takes medicines according to the physician’s direction 80% of the time or more)
	___%

	Partly adherent with treatment regimen (takes medicines according to the physician’s direction between 50% and  79% of the time)
	___%

	Non-adherent  with treatment regimen (takes medicines according to the physician’s direction less than 50% of the time)
	___%

	Total
	[SUM = 100]%




Q9. Of your non-adherent patients, please select the 3 most common reasons for non-adherence. Several answers possible
	1
	Patients forget to take the medicine

	2
	Forget to refill their prescription

	3
	Forget to renew the prescription

	4
	Too many tablets to take

	5
	The size of the tablet is too large

	6
	They have trouble swallowing the tablet

	7
	They do not want to have side effects

	8
	Do not believe the treatment will work

	9
	Stop the drug when feeling better

	10
	Cannot get the prescription filled, picked up or delivered

	11
	Do not think they need the drug

	12
	Not taking treatment properly

	13
	The drug administration is inconvenient



TPP assessment

In the following section, we would like to show you a product profile of an oral 5-ASA for the treatment of mild-to-moderate Ulcerative Colitis that may soon be launched on the market.
[SHOW PRODUCT PROFILE. SHOW FOR 10 SECONDS BEFORE THEY CAN PROCEED]
Product X
· 1600mg 5-ASA tablet indication: mild-to-moderate UC
· Targeted release at the ileo-colonic junction
· 5-ASA is available throughout the whole colon
· Induction dose 3.2g/4.8g once daily
· Maintenance dose: 1.6g/3.2g once daily
· Coating has 2 triggers designed to ensure complete availability of the 5-ASA for local action 

[ASK Q10 – Q11 FOR EACH TREATMENT PICTURE BEFORE MOVING ON TO THE NEXT PICTURE. SHOW BOTH QUESTIONS ON THE SAME SCREEN AND PHOTO ABOVE]
Q10. In the following section we’ll show you some photos of oral 5-ASAs and ask you several questions about each. 
Please assess your likelihood to prescribe each product by choosing a number from 0 to 10 where 0 means you are not at all likely to prescribe and 10 you would definitely prescribe it?

Not at all likely					Would definitely 
To prescribe it				prescribe it
 0------------1------------2----------3----------4----------5---------6----------7----------8------------9------------10


Q11. Using the below scale, please tell us how difficult/easy you believe it will be for patients to swallow this treatment where 0 means patients will find it very difficult and 10 means patients will find it very easy to swallow.

Patients will find it very difficult		Patients will find it very easy
  0-----------1------------2------------3------------4-----------5-----------6------------7----------8-----------9----------10


Q12. When selecting a 5-ASA treatment for patients treated with a 5-ASA above 1500mg per day there are many options available, please rate each of the following treatment attributes on a 10 point importance scale where 0 means the attribute is not at all important in your decision making, 5 is somewhat important and 10 is very important in your decision making. 

Not at all important		Very important 
    0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6--------7-------8-------9-------10

[LIST OF ATTRIBUTES]
Number of administrations per day
For tablets: number of tablets per administration
For tablets: size of the tablet
The treatment is a tablet, not granules
The treatment is granules, not a tablet
The manufacturer
The brand
The patients’ adherence
The patients’ preference
The patients’ diet
The patients’ lifestyle

Q13a. For your patients taking a tablet treatment, what percentage complains about each of the following?
	1
	Tablets are not easy to swallow
	___% 

	2
	Tablets taste unpleasant
	___% 

	3
	They wish they could take fewer each day
	___% 

	4
	They have a gagging feeling when taking a tablet
	___% 

	5
	The tablets get stuck in their throat
	___% 

	6
	The tablets get stuck on their tongue/mouth
	___% 

	7
	Tablets are quite large
	___% 

	8
	Taking the tablets makes them cough
	___% 

	9
	They feel uncomfortable taking tablets in public
	___% 

	10
	The tablets are very small, difficult to see or handle
	___% 

	11
	It takes a long time to swallow each tablet
	___% 

	12
	They have to drink a lot while trying to swallow the tablet
	___% 

	13
	Tablets often fall out of the packaging and risk being lost
	___% 

	14
	The number of pills they need to take at a time.
	___% 

	15
	They have a feeling of pressure or lump in the throat when swallowing a tablet
	___% 



Q13b. For your patients taking a granule treatment, what percentage complains about each of the following?
	1
	Having to take the granules during meals is a hassle
	___% 

	2
	Granules taste unpleasant
	___% 

	3
	Granules get stuck in their teeth
	___%

	4
	Granules get stuck in their gums
	___%

	5
	They have to drink lots of water for the granules to all go down 
	___%

	6
	Opening a sachet in front of other people make them feel awkward/ uncomfortable
	___% 

	7
	The sachet is not always easy to open
	___% 

	8
	For those who wear braces: they get stuck in my braces
	___% 

	9
	I sometimes bite the granules left in my mouth
	___% 

	10
	I lose some granules when I open the sachet
	___% 

	11
	I do not like the texture of the granules
	___% 




SECTION 3: DEMOGRAPHICS

S10. Please specify your gender
	1
	Male

	2
	Female




S11. Please specify your age
| ____ | ____| years old
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