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The Aristides scales with possible solmisation vowels,
ordered with notation symbol C on ascending fingerings
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The vowels and pitch relations between scales are a hypothesis for 
the practice of auletes in the fifth century BCE. Other solutions are 
possible and past realities were plural and evolving. The scholarly 

edition of these scales is Winnington-Ingram 1963, pp. 19–20. 
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Classical-era Attic pronunciation
Greek IPA Example Gender according to Arist. Quint. II.13–14 and III.21 

Ι (iota) /i/ ‘me’     —
Υ (upsilon) /y/ Ger. ‘süße’ —
Ε (epsilon) /e/ ‘men’ female with a slight tinge of the male
Ω (omega) /ɔ/ ‘more’ active and manly
Η (eta)        /ɛ/ ‘may’   liquid, in general emotional and of a female character
Α (alpha)     /a/ ‘man’ mostly male; male in contrast to eta, female in a�nity with eta

C


