Reviewer: 1
Comments to the Author


Reviewer: 2
Comments to the Author

- You really need to make the differences of the new taxon clearer. This is still a problem here, because somebody unfamiliar with this gnus might not understand why this should be anew species. This could be easily done by indicating the autapomorphic character in the diagnosis by an asterisk.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this revised version, these characters were clarified providing a revised Diagnosis for the genus, as the associate Editor has requested.

- Your statement that splitting multistate characters into binary ones would result in overrepresentation of character in the data matrix is simply not true. Splitting up multistate characters into binary ones might increase the tree length. But otherwise, using multistate characters might result in many conflicts and you need to be careful when using multistate characters. There is a lot of literature about this topic that you probably might consult, e.g., The Complete Cladist by Wile and co-authors; Sereno (2007): Logical basis for morphological characters in phylogenetics; Brazeau (2011): Problematic character coding methods in morphology and their effects, to name just a few. Therefore, I would suggest changing the corresponding characters into binary states and see if there is a difference to the results derived from the data matrix using multistate characters. This would enable you to eliminate potential problems with your codings.

The character 52, which the reviewer suggested to split, was originally proposed by Claeson et al. (2010) in order to include the direction of the tooth curvature in the phylogenetic matrix. Three states have been proposed at first moment: (0) concave, (1) flat and (2) convex. The matrix (and therefore the character) has been accepted in subsequent analyses (e.g., Underwood et al., 2017). However, as any study was focused on the phylogeny of Igdabatis, it has not been noted that any of these states reflects the characteristic curvature of I. sigmodon. For this reason, I have proposed the new state (3) for the sigmoidal curvature. So, it is not feasible to split this character in two binary ones. If possible, the most similar binary character that I could propose is: teeth flat (0) or curved (1). But this is exactly the same that C50 and 51.


Editor's Comments to Author:


Associate Editor's Comments to the Author:
Please address the comments of Juergen Kriwet in your revision. 

I agree with him that you cannot use small size as a diagnostic characteristic of your new species. These could be sub-adult teeth. Also, in your response you quote from Kriwet et al. 2007, saying that they use small size to distinguish the Spanish species Igdabatis indicus from others, so this is a valid diagnostic character. But, if this is the case, how does 'small size' in the Diagnosis of your new species separate this from I. indicus? 
In this revised version of the manuscript the small size was removed from the Diagnosis, as both Editor and Reviewer have suggested.


I also agree that 'Crown bearing folds in both labial and lingual faces' is a character diagnostic of the genus Igdabatis, which you state clearly in your Remarks section, starting line 199. If that is the case this character cannot be diagnostic of your new species, even if other species lack this feature. In this instance, you need to provide a revised Diagnosis for the genus itself. 

Done. A revised Diagnosis for the genus is now provided (lines 160-163 of the tracked version).
Please, note that I. marmii is the only species showing folds in the labial face. The other species bear folds in the lingual (and covering part of the lateral) face, but not in the labial one. In this sense it is supposed that a corrugated lingual face is diagnostic for the genus (line 199 of the old version), but the presence of folds in the labial margin is autapomorphic for I. marmii. It is more parsimonious than, alternatively, considering the corrugated labial face as sinapomorphic for the genus, and lately lost in I. sigmodon and I. indicus.

